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136 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

e R IS W T O

LETILTER SVIEE

U CH a confufion, fuch 2 mixture of yerfe,
profe, politics, - letters, fimiles, wit, trifles, and
polite converfation, are thrown into the fixth volume,
that I know not in what manner to treat it, or what
particular part to recommend t6 yout perufal. The
poetry, the fimiles, and the trifles are not worth ysur
attention. Of the letters, the two from the earl of
PeTErBoROUGH to Mr. Pore are fhort, but excellent
in their kind. The othets, I mean thofe cf the Dean,
and of Mr. Pore, have much lefs merit, or at leaft are
much lefs agreeable. Lord PeTerBorovcH’s wit is
eafy and unaffe@ted.  Atthe time when he wrote thofe
two letters, he had hung up his helmet, and his buck-
ler, and was retired to his plough, and his wheel-
barrow, wearied of courts, and difgufted with ftatef-
men. He had made 2 moft confiderable figure in
his day. His charafter was amiable and uncommon.
His life was a continued {eries of wvariety. In his
public and private conduct he differed from moft men.
He had vifited all climates, but had ftaid in none.
He was a citizen of the world. He conquered and
maintained armies without meney. His aftions and ex-
preflions were peculiar to himfelf, He'was of a vivacity
{uperiour
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| fuperiﬂm' to all fatigue, and his courage was hcyund
i any conception of d;mgcr. He verified, in many in-

it

ftances, whatever has been {aid of romantic heroes.
He feems to have been fixed only in his friendfhips and

| moral principles. He had 2 true regard:-and ;iﬂl‘.‘uien
|_ for SwirTt and Pore. The Dean, in a fhort copy of
| .verfes #*, has deferibed him in a very particular man-
| net; but {fo juftly, that the four lait ftanzas will give a
moft perfe&t, and compleat idea of Lord Psteaso-

RoUGH'S perfon and military virtues,

W A skeleton in outward figure,

“ His meagre corps, though full of vigour,
“ Would halt behind him were it bigger.
“ So wonder m] his expe dition,

'11

When you have not the leaft fulpicion,
3 1 -5 Che
“ He's with you like an apparition.

“ Shines in all climates like a ftar,

“ In {enates bold, and fierce m war,

“ A land commander, and a tar.

“ Heroic¢ ations early bred in,

¢« Ne'er to be match'd in modern reading,
|
| “ But by his name-fake Cuaries of Sawedea.
| mevol kL. -Pact 222
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Fhe Publick Spirit of the Whigs is a pamphlet in an« ‘
fiver to the Crifis written by Sir Ricuarp STEELE, but
=contains {fuch acute fatyr againft the nobility of Scotland, |
Jw at in an advertifement printed before it, we are told, |
s 41 the Scotch lords thesn in London awent in a body o ‘

“ son Tuzm againft the author, and the confequence of that
o conplaint wwasa proclamation offering & reward of three
s« bordred pounds to difcover bim.” It was written in the
year 3712, by the confent, if not the encouragement of
the minifters of that =ra. In the ftyle and condué, itis
eme of the boldeft, as well as one of the moft mafterly
¢r2ts that SwieT everwrote. And I cannot help agamn
obhlerving, that on whatever topic he employs ﬁis pen,
she fubject which he treats of, is always fo excellently
managed, as to feem to have been the whole ftudy,
and :lppl-_l(ldt;ml of his life : fo that he appears, the
greateft mafter through a greater variety of materials,

than pcrh’lpﬁ have been difcuffed by any other author.
The Bifio of Salifbury [Dr. BurneT] is the next
gntagonift whom Swirt attacks in fingle combat. I ‘
|

can grve you no better idea of this work, than bj’
quotation from the tra@® itfelf, which is called, .
Prcface ta the Bifbop of Salifbury’s introduétion to the t}ﬂ;rd'
aolime of the Hiflory of the Reformation of the Charch of
England. Towards the latter end of the Pamphlet ¥
Swirt fays,
¢ EHowever he [Tur Bisuov) thanks Gop, hert

are many amor.g uswho fand in the breach » Thelieve thert |
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