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138 REMARKS ON THE LIFR

Fhe Publick Spirit of the Whigs is a pamphlet in an« ‘
fiver to the Crifis written by Sir Ricuarp STEELE, but
=contains {fuch acute fatyr againft the nobility of Scotland, |
Jw at in an advertifement printed before it, we are told, |
s 41 the Scotch lords thesn in London awent in a body o ‘

“ son Tuzm againft the author, and the confequence of that
o conplaint wwasa proclamation offering & reward of three
s« bordred pounds to difcover bim.” It was written in the
year 3712, by the confent, if not the encouragement of
the minifters of that =ra. In the ftyle and condué, itis
eme of the boldeft, as well as one of the moft mafterly
¢r2ts that SwieT everwrote. And I cannot help agamn
obhlerving, that on whatever topic he employs ﬁis pen,
she fubject which he treats of, is always fo excellently
managed, as to feem to have been the whole ftudy,
and :lppl-_l(ldt;ml of his life : fo that he appears, the
greateft mafter through a greater variety of materials,

than pcrh’lpﬁ have been difcuffed by any other author.
The Bifio of Salifbury [Dr. BurneT] is the next
gntagonift whom Swirt attacks in fingle combat. I ‘
|

can grve you no better idea of this work, than bj’
quotation from the tra@® itfelf, which is called, .
Prcface ta the Bifbop of Salifbury’s introduétion to the t}ﬂ;rd'
aolime of the Hiflory of the Reformation of the Charch of
England. Towards the latter end of the Pamphlet ¥
Swirt fays,
¢ EHowever he [Tur Bisuov) thanks Gop, hert

are many amor.g uswho fand in the breach » Thelieve thert |

L
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AND WRITINGS OF Da. SWIFT. 139

““may : it is'a BREACH of their own making, and they
“ defirn to come formward, and florm and plundery if
“they are not driven back. THEY MAKE THEM-
“SELVES A WALL FOR THEIR CHURCH AND
“country. A soutu wall, I fuppofe, for all the
“ Do fruit of the church and country to be nailed on.
“ Lét us examine this metaphore THE WALL OF OUR
CHURCH AND COUNTRY if built of thofe awbo love
the conflitution in both. Our domeflic enemies under-
mine fome parts of the WALL, and place themfelves in
 the BREACH ; andthentheycry, WE ARE THE WALL.
% We do not like Juch pateh-work s they build «with un-
“ tempered mortar ; uwor can they ever cement ailth us,
“Hill they get better matérials 3 and better aorkmen :
“ Gop keep us from having our BREACHES made up
“aith fuch rubbifb: THEY STAND UPON THE
 warcuToweRr ! They are indeed pragmatical enough
“to do fo 3 but who affigned them Yhat pofl, ta give us
“ falfe intelligence, to alarm us awith falfe dangers, and
“ fend us to defend one gate, while their accomplices are
i frrm.{’z}fg in at another ?# Tuey cry To Gop DAY
% AND NIGHT TO AVERT THE JUDGEMENT OF
“ POPERY, WHICH SEEMSTO HASTEN TOWARDS
“ ys, Then I afirm, they are hypocrites by day, and

 elihy dreamers by night. When they cry unto Hinm,
) YA £

“ Hy quill not bear them : for they cry out againft the

“ plainefi diates of their own confeience, reafon and be-

€ lief,
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“ Butlaftly, THEY L1E IN THE bpusT, MOURK-
ING BEFORE Him. Hamg me if Ihelieve that, anlefs
it be figuratively [poken. But, fuppofe it to be true, why
“do THEY LIE IN THE pUST? becanfe they love i
raifz it ;5 for awbat do they mourn? awhy for powes,
wealth, and places. Therelet the enemies of the Dueen,
Monarchy, and the Church lie, and mourn, and lick the
“ Dust lite SERPENTS, ¥ill they are truly fenfible of
‘% their ingratitude, falfbood, difobedience, flander, blaf-
S phemy, fedition, and every evil awork.”

Imuft follow the fame method in forming your idea
of the next pamphlet, by a quotation eut of it, which
happens to be the firlt paragraph. “The title is, The

Lo 3

L 1
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'rifbyterians Plea of Merit in order to vake off the Tefl, im:
b osiipliv evamined bz d 1-,) prasm | I‘- e he - true
paritally examined ;! and the author egins 1 the - i

by

-

vein of wit and {pirit, by faying, ¢} haye been doldin
¢ the common newus papers, that all ariempits are te be mane
“ this feffions by the prefbyterians and their abettorsy for

(okiug off the tefl 3 as a kindof treparatery flep to ke
# it go down_finoother in England. For, if once TRER
the papifis, delighted wvith
« ghe blaxes <would all come i, and dance aboutit. . This i
< tqke to be a prudent methed, like that of a difcreet:phys
< ficsan, who firfl gives a neaw medicine foa deg, befor ke
& J@;—.gi‘r:':’;-r; itto A HUMAN CREATURE. 1 have qucted

this: fhort paflage for the fiyle, as well as the matter;

S 1AGHT WOWULD §0 SHINE,

and I dare fay, even from hence, you will be confim-
ed in one general oblervation, that’ Swirr maintains
and conduéts his metaphors and allufions; with a Juits

ncfs particalarly delicate and exa@®, and without theleaft
{tiffnels,

Sy
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ftiffine(s, or affe¢tation. In fome of my former letters,
L have mentioned in what degree of contempt and
hatred he held the diflenters, efpecially the prefby-
terians: and I reed only add, that as this. pamph-
let was written for. the meridian of Jrelaud, it ought
to have been placed with the other tralts on the
fame fubje&.

The fubfequent pamphlet is, Advice offered to the
Members of the Ofober Club. It was written in the

year 1711, and is fo applicable te that particular time,.

that I fhall not make any animadverfions upon it,
From political tralls, the true hiftory of Engload
is to be deduced : -and if foreigners were to enter
into that branch of reading, they might frame a
more diftinét notion of our legiflature, and of our
manners,~thans ftom more labéured, and conne&ed ac-
counts of our conftitution. In fuch a view, I am apt
to think; that, at firft fight, they muft behold us
2 'difunited, difcontented, and feemingly an unfteady
people : but I am certain, that, upon a more
minute difquifition, they muft find in us a fixed,
and, ' I may fay, an innate love of liberty, vari-
egated, and perhaps fometimes erroneous in its
progrefs, but conftant, and unwearied in the pur-
fuit of that glorious end. What people upon earth
¢an defire a more exalted, or a more diitinguifhed
chara@ter } To fpeak in the dialeét of the heathen
world, our errors are the errors of men, our principles
are the principles of gods,

The
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The other pieces in this volume, except The Remarks

on the Barrier Treaty, are not, in my mind, fufficiently”

fhrikifig'to” deferve much notice. Some of them are
the minutiffime of Swirt’s writings, which, I believe,
he would fcarce have publithed, fond as he was of {ee-
ing his works in print, if he had been in the full
vigour of his underftanding, or had confidered, that
thofe kind of trifles, which are weak as feathers, m
fupporting a feputation, are heavy as lead, in de«
Prcfﬁng it.

I am, my deareft Ham,

- g e o
Your maf affelionate Father,

ORRERY.
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