UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

Remarks On The Life and Writings Of Dr. Jonathan Swift,
Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin

Orrery, John Boyle of
London, 1752

Letter XIX.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-49109

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-49109

e S - e e g I

A A AN
NI
NV PRN AT RN TN

L.E T 1T ER KA

HE feventh volume contains Swirt’s epiftolary
correfpondence, from the year 1714 10 the yesr
1737, and, as it is an acknowledged obfervation, tha

no part of an author's writings give a greater 1niigat
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into his natural difpofition than his letters, (efpecially
when written with freedom and fincerity) I {hall en-
deavour to point out to you, fuch circumitances ia
Swirr’s epiftles, and in the anfwers of his friends,
as may afford you materials to form your own conjec-
tures upon the different charadters not only of #be
Dean, but of his correfpondents. . From preceding let-
ters, you are probably become acquainted with Dr.
Swirr, but the manners and opinions of G i
fons with whom he correfponded, are in every zefpedt
fo blended with his own, as not to be eafily {eparated,
and in fuch a kind of united view, they will mutually
refleét light upon each other.

To a young man juft entering into the world as you
are, the fubje@ may prove of particulat importance,
as it may guide him not only in the choice of his cor-
re(pondents, but in his manner of wriung to them.

‘The freedom of the prefs is to be watched and de»
fended with the moft jealous eye. It s one ok
chief articles of that gl'c;ht"C,-_"-;;.r.‘w' of liberty to which

the




142  REMARKS ON THE LIFE
the people of England are entitled : but as no human
inflitution can be perfect, even this branch of liberty
has its ‘excrefcences that might be pruned. I mean
patticularly that licenfe which of late has too much
prevailed of publifhing epiftolary correfpondences.
Such a fathion, for I know not what elfe to call it, is
extremely pernicious. At prefent, it fatisfies the cu-
ricfity of the public; but for the future, it will tend
to reftrain that unfufpicious opennefs, which is the
principal delight of writing to our friends. I am forry
to {ay by experience, that the letters which contain
the moft fincere, and perhaps hafty obfervations upon
perfons, times, and circumftances, are often referved
as treafures, and hoarded up, as mifers hoard gold ;
like which, they lie concealed in cabinets and ftrong
boxes for fome time, till chancing to fall into the
hands of an extravagant heir, or an injudicious exe-
cutor, they are not only brought into light, but dif-
perfed and expofed, fo as to become the property of
the whole world. Let me advife you therefore, my
Hamrinron, when you give your opinion upon any
important fubje@, to confider it well, hefore you com-
mit your thoughts to paper. Exprefs yourfelf with
diffidence. Preferve a prudent reftraint over the fal-
Lies of wit and humour : and be cautious in all decla-
rations of friendfhip ; as the very comimon offers of
civility, are too often explained into undefigned en-
gagements.
I own, Hawm, I find myfelf under no {mall difficalty
in difcufling this volume of Swirt’s letters.” General
critis
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 145

critici{ms will be attended with obfcurity: and it would
he tedious to confider them in their exal order.. I
fhall endeavour therefore, to take a- review only of
what feems to deferve your. attention. Let us begin
with the letters that paffed between Dr. Swirt and
Mr, Pore. The. correfpondence had commenced in a
very early part of Mr., Porr’s life, and was carried
on with fcarce any interruption from the death' of the
Queen. If we may judge of Mr. Pore from his
works, his chief aim was to be efteemed a man of vir-
tue. His letters are written in that ftyle. His laft vo-
lumes_are all of the moral kind. He has avoided
trifles, and confequently has efcaped a rock which has
proved very injurious to.Swirz’s reputation, - He has
given his imagination full {fcope, and yet has preferv-
ed a perpetual guard upon his conduét. - The conflitu-
tion of his body and mind might early incline him to
habits of caution and referve, The treatment which
he met afterwards from an innumerable tribe of ad-

~

verfaries, confirmed thofe habits, and made him flower

v

than the Dean in pronouncing his judgement upon pet-
fons and things. = His profe writings are little lefs har-
monious. than his verfe: and his veice 1n common
converfation was f{o naturally mufical, that I remem-
ber honeft Tom Sournerne ufed always to call him
The [ittle nightingale. ~His manners were delicate,
eafy, and engaging : and he treated his friends with
a politenefs that charmed, and a generofity that was
much to his honour. Every gueft was made happy
within his doors. Pleafure dwelt under his roof, and

L elegance




= e — s " _

i46 - REMARKS ON-THEL.TFE . 5

elegance préfided a6 his table. Dr. Swwire was of #
ﬁiﬁefcnt-difpoﬁtim: To 'his démeftics he was paf-
fionate“and churlifh : ‘to his equals and fisperiors rathey
#n'‘entertaining than @ defirable companion. ' He told
% flory in an admirable manmmer: his fentences were
fhort, and perfpicuous, his obfervations were piereing.
He hatt feen the great world, and had proficed mucly
by his experience. “He had ‘not the “leaft tindture of
¥anity ‘m his converfation.  He was perhaps, “as 'he
faid himflf, too ‘proud to be vain. - When he wag
polite, it was in a manner entirely his own. ' “In his
friendfhips ke was conftant afid undifguifed. Fe was
the fame in his enmities. He generally fpoke as he
thought inall companies and at all times. - T remems-
ber to have heard, that he dined once at a Lord
Wayor's fealt in Dublin, and was astacked; and teized
by an opulent, boifterous, half-intoxicated *Sguire, wher
happened to fit next him : he bore the mukward railery
for fome time, and then ¢n a fadden called out inz
foud voice to the Mayor, * My Lord, here is one of
< your bears at my fhoulder, he bas beern avorrying methis
& balf honr, I defire you will order bim to be token offi”
In thefe laft particulars he difiered widely from' his
friend Pore, who ¢ould flifle refentment; and wait
with patierice till 2° more diftant, and perhaps a more
feafonable hour of revenge. But notwithftanding: the
diffimilitude of minds;, and manners, which was ap-
parent between thefe two ‘great men, yet the fame foré
of friendflip feems to have fubfifted between them, ds
between Vircir and Horace, The mutual affeGtion
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT, 147
| of the two' Englifh poets appears throughout their
| works : and therefore in this place, I cannot “avoid
[ taking notice of a report very induftrionfly fpread, and
not without fome degree of fuccefs, “ That the
- ﬂnudﬂnp between Pore and SwiFr wis not fo
% firm and perfect at the latter end is at the Beginning
& of their lives,” On Dr. Swirt’s fide, I am cer-
tain, it ever remained unalterable : nor did it nppeaf
lefs fervent ox the fide of Mr. Pore. Their letters
are the heit evidence to determine the doubt. In one
of Swier’s lateft letters to me, not lfong before he
was 1oft to all haman ctomforts, he fays, ¢ When you
5 Jee my dear friend Porg, tell him I avill -anfawer his
« fetter foons I Jowe bim above all the voft of mam"m.q*" ;
In my. loag correfpondence wirth Mr. Porg, I {carce
received the Ieai’t blllgt from him;, without the kindeft
mention of Dr. SwirT : and the tendereft anxiety for
his ftate of hcaith. ]Llrlge by the following para-
graphs. The firft; dated july the 12th, 1737,

My Lord, The pleafure.yon gave me, in acq "m".rrfz'ng it
of the Dean's better bealth, is one [o z‘rm_"y greaty as might
content even your v f.umrw{y and avhatever 7y _/m-

| cere opinion and reffelt of your Lordjbip }bmm‘;ﬁ;; me 1o
wifh [from your bands ﬁr myfelf your lowe for him makes

Lke s ’:""P'ﬂ’ 74 7ouid to Gob iy weight, added to your "5 could

turn bis inclinations to this fide, that 1 might live to en-

" Jop kim bere thro’ your meaus, and flatter :ﬁﬁf/‘ fwas
partly.thro’-my ozen I But ;‘bb I fear, avill neier be the

éafey and. L 2link st more probakle, bis aitration awill
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drats me on the other fide, which, I prateff, nothing Tefs
than mprobability of dying at fea, confidering the aveak
Srame of my breafl, avould have hindered me [from, tave
years pafl.. In foorty awhenever I think of him, *tis.avith
10e wexation of all impotent paffions that carry us out of
ourfelves only to fpoil our quict, and make us veturn 1o &
sefignationy avhich is the moft melanchaly of all wirtus.
And in another letter, dated April z, 1738, he. fays,
L awrite by the fame pofi that I reccived your wery obliging
and bumane litter. . The confideration you fbew  towards
me, in the juff apprebenfion that any newws of the Dean's
condition might alaym me, is moft kind and generons. . The
very laft poft I aorit to him & long letter, little fufpeding
bim in that dangerous circamflance. I wvas fo far from
Jearing bis health, that I avas propofing” fchemes, and
baping poffibilities for our meeting once more in this wworlds
£ am wveary of it ; and Jhall bave one reafon move, and
one of the firongeft that nature can give me (ewven avhen
Joe is fhaking my aveak frame ‘to pieces) to be willing 1o
leave this ‘avorld, «when our dear friend iv on the edge of
toe other. Yet I bope, T awould fain hope, he may yet ho-
wer a while on the brink of it, to preferve to this auretcl-
ed age a relique and example of the /aff. © One more quo-

tation, and I have done. Twirnam, November 7
When you get to Dublin (awbhither I dire this, ﬁ:ﬁpoﬁﬁj
you swill fee our dear friend as foon as poffible) pray put
the Dean in mind of me, and tell bim I hope be received
my lafi. Tell him how dearly I live, and how grea {}«
I honour bim : hbow greatly T reflell on  eviry
teflimony “of .7;:.: Sriendfh ip; how muck I refolve to give
ths
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i the beft I can of my efieem for bim to poflerity s and affure":
_. bim . the. world -has nothing in it I admire fo" much;
nothing, the lofs of awbich 1 fhould regret fo much, as bis

genius and bis virtues.

' AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 149’

My excufe, for I ftand in need of one, by having
inferted thefe {craps of letters, is my real defire of con-
vincing you, that the affe¢tion of Swirr and Porz
{fubfifted as entire and uninterrupted as their friends
could wifh, or their enemies regret. It muft be owned,
! that we as feldom fee a mutual attachment -between

pocts, as between ftatefmen. * True friendthip, as
“ TurLy obferves, proceeds from a reciprocal efteem,
¢ and a virtuous refemblance of manners.” When
fuch is the bafis, the variety in certain tenets and. opi-
nions is of no ill confequence to the unien: and will
fcarce ever unloofe the focial ties of love, veneration,
and efteem. Thus the friendfhip between ATTicus
and HorTENsIUS, although they were of different fects,
] one a Stoic, and the other an Epicurean, fubfifted like
Mr. Pore’s and Dr. SwiFr’s, firm and conftant to
the laft, when that of AxThony, LEripvs, and Av-
gusTvs, continued no longer than while it was fub-
fervient to their views of interefl, CaTiLivg fays,
| Jdern welle, ac jdem molle, ea demum amicitia eff. 'This
pften-attends a vitious confpiracy ; and perhaps an
agreement fo perfetly mutual, is {carce to be met with
in any othier inftance. Emulation generally breaks
the chain of friendfhip bétween poets. They are run-
ping with the utmoff eagernefs to the fame goal ; no
' Ji= % WO~




150 ~ REMARKS ON THE LIFE
wonder, if, in the race, they -endeavonr to trip up
each others heels. ' :

As T have oftcn reverted in my mind certain partis’

culars relatmq to my two poetical ‘friends, I have al
ways thought, that the circumfiance of their purfumn‘
different roads i in poetry, and living in different kmg-
dems, was prob*by one of the happleﬁ incidents i
their lives. Such a fum.l Lr.tlon prevented all' perfonal
diffentions, and fixt therri in a correfpondente, that
conftantly tended to eﬁabhfh their endearments ; when,
Pe:lnps, a rcndence ne'u ‘each other, might have had
a very contlary effe®. It is much eafier to redtify any
miftake, or ta cool any animefity that may have arifen;
in a letter, than to recal a P%honat(, verbal anfwer,
efpecially if uttered with all ‘the aftions, and vehe-
mence of anger. - The impreflion of fuch a fcenc res
mains long upon the mind of the perfon offended, a.ud
the old adage is tranfpofed, Vox audita manet, litera
fer iptq. perit.  Few men can fubmit to COﬂtl&dl&lOna
waF-r was certamly not of the number, and therefore
¥am perf‘ummd that his diftance from his Englifh
friends, proved a firong incitcinent to their mutnal
affeétion. " But, I muft again repeat, that thronghout
the long feries of letters which have been publ lithed,
not the leatt altercations ap}:ear to have hapPencd bee
tween SwiFT and Pore.

In all Swirt’swritings, you will find his own pf‘cuhal'
vein of hamour. The fame liberty of expr effion would
have been improper and abfurd in any other writgr,

but it produced the conft:quer*ccs which he defired.
g Hig




AND WRITINGS. OF Da. SWIET. 155
His feceming arrogance gained him more faveur, than
the humility and affeCted benevolenice of others. “'His
vailery and freedom of cenfure, are conveyed in a man-
ner more prevalent, and perhaps often more agreeable
than flattery.  He feldem praifed, but where mezit was
confpicuous.: A fingle ftroke of his pen pleafed more,
and. gave more honour, than a long flattering dedica-
tion fmm any other author, His I’cyle was mafterly,
corredt, and firoag: never diffufive, yet always clear;
and, if we confider it in comparifon with his prede-
ceflors, he has ontdene them all, and is one, perhaps
the chief, of thofe few felect Englith writers, whe
have excelled in elegance and propriety of language.

Lord Bacow: is the firft author, wha has attempted
any ftyle that cap be relifhable to the prefent age, fox
[ muit own to you, that I think Swiry, and his_ €ox
temporasies, have brought our language to the utmoft
dtg_w‘_, of puiu,uon, without the hf.lp of a Lon GINUS;
2 QuiNTIL1IAN, or even of a ditionary, ora graz—ﬁmg;.
Lord Bacox has written with an Infinite fund _cfk:’m.w-_

ledge : every feience that he treats upon, is dlfr,uﬁﬁé
by him with the greateft learning and dignity, and. he
fhews himfelf at ence a philofopher, an hiftorian, a’po-
Litician, and a divine: but his dialet (for, thag des
mands our prefent attention) is quibbling and peda INtic ; 3
and never more {o than when he candefcends to flattey
his royal mafter, and the minions of that congt.

Confider the profaical works of MrLwox, you will
find them more nervous than elegant ; more diftinguiftis
¢d by the flrength of reafon, than by the rules of the-

L 4 toru: -




152 REMARKS ON:THE LIFE

toric ; ~his diction is harth, his periods tedious; :and
when he becomes a profe-writer, the majefty, that at-
- tends hus poetry, vanifhes, and is entirely loft: yet,
with all his faults, and exclufive of his chara@er as a
ﬁoet, he muft ever remain ‘the only learned author of
that taftelels age in which he flourifhed: and it is pro-
bable, that his great attention to the Latin language;
might have rendered him lefs corre&, than he otherwife
would have been, in his native tongue.

HarrixcToy has his admirers, he may poflibly have.
his merits, but they floaw ot in his fiyle. A later
writer, of the fame republican principles, has far ex-
celled him; I mean Arcerwvown Sypney, whofe dif-
courles concerning government are admirably written,
and contain great hiftorical knowledge, and a remark-
able propriety of diftion; f{o that his name, in my
opinion, ought to be much higher eftablifhed in the
temple of literature, than I ha‘;e hitherto found it
placed.

Lord CLarExDON, is an hiftorian whofe mgmty of
expreflion has juftly given him the preference to any of
our biographical authors. But his periods are the pe-
riods of a mile. His parenthefes embarrafs the fenfe of
his narration, and certain inaccuracies, appe.anno'
throughout his’ works, are delivered with a formality
that renders them ftill more confpicuous. -

Among our Englifh writers, few men have gained 2
greater charalter for elegance and correftnefs, than
SprRAT, Bifhop of Rochefler, and few men have deferv-
ed it lels. When I have read his works, I have always

WOll=




| wondered from whence fuch ‘a piece of good fortune
might havé arifen, and could only attribute it -to Mr.
CowrLey, who, in a very delicate copy of verfes, has
celebrated his friend Dr. SpraT for eloquence, wit,
and 4’ certain candid fivle, which the poet compares to
the river Thames; gliding with ‘an even current, ahd
difplaying the moft beautiful appearances of nature.
Poets and painters have their favourites, whom they
tranfmit to pofterity ‘in what colours and attitudes they

pleafe: “but T am niiftaken, if, upon a review of
SPRAT's works, hisrlﬂnguage will not fooner give you
an idea of one of the infignificant tottering boats upon
the Thames, than of the fmooth noble current of the
river itfelf, ‘

Sir Wirriam TEMPLE s 4n eafy, carclefs; incorre&t
writer, elegantly negligent, ‘politely learned, and en-
| gagingly familiar.

Thus,; my dear Ham, I have curforily mentioned
fome of the brighteft fons of fame among our Englifh
authors, only to point out to you the preference due to
Dr. SwirT: but he is not entitled alone to the olive
garland: he has had his coadjutors in the victory, The
triumvirate, to whom we owe an elegance and pro-
priety unknown to our forefathers, are Swirt, Appi-
soN, and BoLiNncBROKE. At the fight of {uch names,
no difpute can arife in preferring the Englifh moderns
to the Englith antients, The prefent centary, and in-

deed all future generations may be congratulated upon
the acquifition of three {fuch men.

But
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But to. return more clofely to, Swirz. . He has pere
fectly ftudied the drama of human life, and particularly
the tendency and irregulasities of its different characs
ters. . He haschofen,. (as I.dare fay I have mentioned
in former. letters) to recommend virtue, by.reprefent.
ing vice in a difagreeable ard ridiculous light. As his
temper was naturally full of acrimony, a certain innate
feverity runs. throughout all his letters. - You will find
hiny, in the advice, which he offers to his friends; and
in the general account which he gives of his own cone
dutt, o clofe an ceconomift. This parfimony pro-
ceeded from a defire of being independent: and fince
that was the caufe, he will be forgiven, or, at leaft,
excufed by all honeft men. _

Mr. Pore had different talents ' from his fyiend
SwieT: bis imagination was fine ‘and delicate; - his
fancy was everon the wing. In lis earlier. time of
hife, his way of thinking was diffufive, and confequents
1y his judgement was unconfined.. As that judgement
ripened with years, he fhewed the full firength of itin
“his Eebic Epiftles, andhis Effay on Man. ‘There the poet
has almoft yielded to the philofopher; and his moral :
tyftem has charmed more by the force of truth and rea-
fon, than even by the numbers with which he adorn-
ed it.

T cannot avoid thinking, that, in this. particular
branch of learning, Mr. Pore owed the exertion of
his talents to Lord BoringerokE, who had {ludied the
‘pracedure, and limits of the human underftanding, as

exallly as Swiry had confidered che irregularities of
' i the




AND WRITINGSOF Dr. SWIFT. 135
the paffions in different chara&ers of the human fpecies,
Lotd Borinosrokt had early made himfelf mafter of
books and men: but, in his fich caréer of life, being
immerfed at once in bufinefs and pheafure, he ran
thorough a variety of {cenes in a furprizing and excen-
tric manner. When his paffions {ubfided by years and
difappointments, and when he 1mpr{:-v::d his ratmnal
faculties by more grave ftudies and reflection; he fhone
out in his retirement with a luftre peculiar to hunfelfy
though not {éen by vulear eyes. The gay fiagefman
was changed into a philofopher equal to'any of the
fages of antiquity. =~ The wildom of SocrarTes, the
dignity and eafe of Puiny, and the wit of Horacs,
appeared in all his writings and converfation.

But my:letter is growing to an intolerable Icngth.
It is time to finifh it; and believe me, HamirTon, were
my letters to fill reams of paper, they would be written
only with a view of repeating the diftates of my heart;
which, in its laft beating moments, will throb towards
qu, and thofe other dear objelts, to whom I am

A’?z affectionate Fatber,
ORRERY.

B s iy iy i

L EL T E R %X

Have been reading this morning a long letter from
Pr. Swirrt to Mr. Porr, dated at Dublin, Fanuary
40, 17213, and I have been confined to a greater fhare
% Volume VII, Page 12 .
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