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HE feventh volume contains Swirt’s epiftolary
correfpondence, from the year 1714 10 the yesr
1737, and, as it is an acknowledged obfervation, tha

no part of an author's writings give a greater 1niigat
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into his natural difpofition than his letters, (efpecially
when written with freedom and fincerity) I {hall en-
deavour to point out to you, fuch circumitances ia
Swirr’s epiftles, and in the anfwers of his friends,
as may afford you materials to form your own conjec-
tures upon the different charadters not only of #be
Dean, but of his correfpondents. . From preceding let-
ters, you are probably become acquainted with Dr.
Swirr, but the manners and opinions of G i
fons with whom he correfponded, are in every zefpedt
fo blended with his own, as not to be eafily {eparated,
and in fuch a kind of united view, they will mutually
refleét light upon each other.

To a young man juft entering into the world as you
are, the fubje@ may prove of particulat importance,
as it may guide him not only in the choice of his cor-
re(pondents, but in his manner of wriung to them.

‘The freedom of the prefs is to be watched and de»
fended with the moft jealous eye. It s one ok
chief articles of that gl'c;ht"C,-_"-;;.r.‘w' of liberty to which

the
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