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critici{ms will be attended with obfcurity: and it would
he tedious to confider them in their exal order.. I
fhall endeavour therefore, to take a- review only of
what feems to deferve your. attention. Let us begin
with the letters that paffed between Dr. Swirt and
Mr, Pore. The. correfpondence had commenced in a
very early part of Mr., Porr’s life, and was carried
on with fcarce any interruption from the death' of the
Queen. If we may judge of Mr. Pore from his
works, his chief aim was to be efteemed a man of vir-
tue. His letters are written in that ftyle. His laft vo-
lumes_are all of the moral kind. He has avoided
trifles, and confequently has efcaped a rock which has
proved very injurious to.Swirz’s reputation, - He has
given his imagination full {fcope, and yet has preferv-
ed a perpetual guard upon his conduét. - The conflitu-
tion of his body and mind might early incline him to
habits of caution and referve, The treatment which
he met afterwards from an innumerable tribe of ad-
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verfaries, confirmed thofe habits, and made him flower

v

than the Dean in pronouncing his judgement upon pet-
fons and things. = His profe writings are little lefs har-
monious. than his verfe: and his veice 1n common
converfation was f{o naturally mufical, that I remem-
ber honeft Tom Sournerne ufed always to call him
The [ittle nightingale. ~His manners were delicate,
eafy, and engaging : and he treated his friends with
a politenefs that charmed, and a generofity that was
much to his honour. Every gueft was made happy
within his doors. Pleafure dwelt under his roof, and

L elegance




= e — s " _

i46 - REMARKS ON-THEL.TFE . 5

elegance préfided a6 his table. Dr. Swwire was of #
ﬁiﬁefcnt-difpoﬁtim: To 'his démeftics he was paf-
fionate“and churlifh : ‘to his equals and fisperiors rathey
#n'‘entertaining than @ defirable companion. ' He told
% flory in an admirable manmmer: his fentences were
fhort, and perfpicuous, his obfervations were piereing.
He hatt feen the great world, and had proficed mucly
by his experience. “He had ‘not the “leaft tindture of
¥anity ‘m his converfation.  He was perhaps, “as 'he
faid himflf, too ‘proud to be vain. - When he wag
polite, it was in a manner entirely his own. ' “In his
friendfhips ke was conftant afid undifguifed. Fe was
the fame in his enmities. He generally fpoke as he
thought inall companies and at all times. - T remems-
ber to have heard, that he dined once at a Lord
Wayor's fealt in Dublin, and was astacked; and teized
by an opulent, boifterous, half-intoxicated *Sguire, wher
happened to fit next him : he bore the mukward railery
for fome time, and then ¢n a fadden called out inz
foud voice to the Mayor, * My Lord, here is one of
< your bears at my fhoulder, he bas beern avorrying methis
& balf honr, I defire you will order bim to be token offi”
In thefe laft particulars he difiered widely from' his
friend Pore, who ¢ould flifle refentment; and wait
with patierice till 2° more diftant, and perhaps a more
feafonable hour of revenge. But notwithftanding: the
diffimilitude of minds;, and manners, which was ap-
parent between thefe two ‘great men, yet the fame foré
of friendflip feems to have fubfifted between them, ds
between Vircir and Horace, The mutual affeGtion
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| of the two' Englifh poets appears throughout their
| works : and therefore in this place, I cannot “avoid
[ taking notice of a report very induftrionfly fpread, and
not without fome degree of fuccefs, “ That the
- ﬂnudﬂnp between Pore and SwiFr wis not fo
% firm and perfect at the latter end is at the Beginning
& of their lives,” On Dr. Swirt’s fide, I am cer-
tain, it ever remained unalterable : nor did it nppeaf
lefs fervent ox the fide of Mr. Pore. Their letters
are the heit evidence to determine the doubt. In one
of Swier’s lateft letters to me, not lfong before he
was 1oft to all haman ctomforts, he fays, ¢ When you
5 Jee my dear friend Porg, tell him I avill -anfawer his
« fetter foons I Jowe bim above all the voft of mam"m.q*" ;
In my. loag correfpondence wirth Mr. Porg, I {carce
received the Ieai’t blllgt from him;, without the kindeft
mention of Dr. SwirT : and the tendereft anxiety for
his ftate of hcaith. ]Llrlge by the following para-
graphs. The firft; dated july the 12th, 1737,

My Lord, The pleafure.yon gave me, in acq "m".rrfz'ng it
of the Dean's better bealth, is one [o z‘rm_"y greaty as might
content even your v f.umrw{y and avhatever 7y _/m-

| cere opinion and reffelt of your Lordjbip }bmm‘;ﬁ;; me 1o
wifh [from your bands ﬁr myfelf your lowe for him makes

Lke s ’:""P'ﬂ’ 74 7ouid to Gob iy weight, added to your "5 could

turn bis inclinations to this fide, that 1 might live to en-

" Jop kim bere thro’ your meaus, and flatter :ﬁﬁf/‘ fwas
partly.thro’-my ozen I But ;‘bb I fear, avill neier be the

éafey and. L 2link st more probakle, bis aitration awill
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