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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT, 147
| of the two' Englifh poets appears throughout their
| works : and therefore in this place, I cannot “avoid
[ taking notice of a report very induftrionfly fpread, and
not without fome degree of fuccefs, “ That the
- ﬂnudﬂnp between Pore and SwiFr wis not fo
% firm and perfect at the latter end is at the Beginning
& of their lives,” On Dr. Swirt’s fide, I am cer-
tain, it ever remained unalterable : nor did it nppeaf
lefs fervent ox the fide of Mr. Pore. Their letters
are the heit evidence to determine the doubt. In one
of Swier’s lateft letters to me, not lfong before he
was 1oft to all haman ctomforts, he fays, ¢ When you
5 Jee my dear friend Porg, tell him I avill -anfawer his
« fetter foons I Jowe bim above all the voft of mam"m.q*" ;
In my. loag correfpondence wirth Mr. Porg, I {carce
received the Ieai’t blllgt from him;, without the kindeft
mention of Dr. SwirT : and the tendereft anxiety for
his ftate of hcaith. ]Llrlge by the following para-
graphs. The firft; dated july the 12th, 1737,

My Lord, The pleafure.yon gave me, in acq "m".rrfz'ng it
of the Dean's better bealth, is one [o z‘rm_"y greaty as might
content even your v f.umrw{y and avhatever 7y _/m-

| cere opinion and reffelt of your Lordjbip }bmm‘;ﬁ;; me 1o
wifh [from your bands ﬁr myfelf your lowe for him makes

Lke s ’:""P'ﬂ’ 74 7ouid to Gob iy weight, added to your "5 could

turn bis inclinations to this fide, that 1 might live to en-

" Jop kim bere thro’ your meaus, and flatter :ﬁﬁf/‘ fwas
partly.thro’-my ozen I But ;‘bb I fear, avill neier be the

éafey and. L 2link st more probakle, bis aitration awill

L% & ah

L Y




e s S
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drats me on the other fide, which, I prateff, nothing Tefs
than mprobability of dying at fea, confidering the aveak
Srame of my breafl, avould have hindered me [from, tave
years pafl.. In foorty awhenever I think of him, *tis.avith
10e wexation of all impotent paffions that carry us out of
ourfelves only to fpoil our quict, and make us veturn 1o &
sefignationy avhich is the moft melanchaly of all wirtus.
And in another letter, dated April z, 1738, he. fays,
L awrite by the fame pofi that I reccived your wery obliging
and bumane litter. . The confideration you fbew  towards
me, in the juff apprebenfion that any newws of the Dean's
condition might alaym me, is moft kind and generons. . The
very laft poft I aorit to him & long letter, little fufpeding
bim in that dangerous circamflance. I wvas fo far from
Jearing bis health, that I avas propofing” fchemes, and
baping poffibilities for our meeting once more in this wworlds
£ am wveary of it ; and Jhall bave one reafon move, and
one of the firongeft that nature can give me (ewven avhen
Joe is fhaking my aveak frame ‘to pieces) to be willing 1o
leave this ‘avorld, «when our dear friend iv on the edge of
toe other. Yet I bope, T awould fain hope, he may yet ho-
wer a while on the brink of it, to preferve to this auretcl-
ed age a relique and example of the /aff. © One more quo-

tation, and I have done. Twirnam, November 7
When you get to Dublin (awbhither I dire this, ﬁ:ﬁpoﬁﬁj
you swill fee our dear friend as foon as poffible) pray put
the Dean in mind of me, and tell bim I hope be received
my lafi. Tell him how dearly I live, and how grea {}«
I honour bim : hbow greatly T reflell on  eviry
teflimony “of .7;:.: Sriendfh ip; how muck I refolve to give
ths
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i the beft I can of my efieem for bim to poflerity s and affure":
_. bim . the. world -has nothing in it I admire fo" much;
nothing, the lofs of awbich 1 fhould regret fo much, as bis

genius and bis virtues.
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My excufe, for I ftand in need of one, by having
inferted thefe {craps of letters, is my real defire of con-
vincing you, that the affe¢tion of Swirr and Porz
{fubfifted as entire and uninterrupted as their friends
could wifh, or their enemies regret. It muft be owned,
! that we as feldom fee a mutual attachment -between

pocts, as between ftatefmen. * True friendthip, as
“ TurLy obferves, proceeds from a reciprocal efteem,
¢ and a virtuous refemblance of manners.” When
fuch is the bafis, the variety in certain tenets and. opi-
nions is of no ill confequence to the unien: and will
fcarce ever unloofe the focial ties of love, veneration,
and efteem. Thus the friendfhip between ATTicus
and HorTENsIUS, although they were of different fects,
] one a Stoic, and the other an Epicurean, fubfifted like
Mr. Pore’s and Dr. SwiFr’s, firm and conftant to
the laft, when that of AxThony, LEripvs, and Av-
gusTvs, continued no longer than while it was fub-
fervient to their views of interefl, CaTiLivg fays,
| Jdern welle, ac jdem molle, ea demum amicitia eff. 'This
pften-attends a vitious confpiracy ; and perhaps an
agreement fo perfetly mutual, is {carce to be met with
in any othier inftance. Emulation generally breaks
the chain of friendfhip bétween poets. They are run-
ping with the utmoff eagernefs to the fame goal ; no
' Ji= % WO~




150 ~ REMARKS ON THE LIFE
wonder, if, in the race, they -endeavonr to trip up
each others heels. ' :

As T have oftcn reverted in my mind certain partis’

culars relatmq to my two poetical ‘friends, I have al
ways thought, that the circumfiance of their purfumn‘
different roads i in poetry, and living in different kmg-
dems, was prob*by one of the happleﬁ incidents i
their lives. Such a fum.l Lr.tlon prevented all' perfonal
diffentions, and fixt therri in a correfpondente, that
conftantly tended to eﬁabhfh their endearments ; when,
Pe:lnps, a rcndence ne'u ‘each other, might have had
a very contlary effe®. It is much eafier to redtify any
miftake, or ta cool any animefity that may have arifen;
in a letter, than to recal a P%honat(, verbal anfwer,
efpecially if uttered with all ‘the aftions, and vehe-
mence of anger. - The impreflion of fuch a fcenc res
mains long upon the mind of the perfon offended, a.ud
the old adage is tranfpofed, Vox audita manet, litera
fer iptq. perit.  Few men can fubmit to COﬂtl&dl&lOna
waF-r was certamly not of the number, and therefore
¥am perf‘ummd that his diftance from his Englifh
friends, proved a firong incitcinent to their mutnal
affeétion. " But, I muft again repeat, that thronghout
the long feries of letters which have been publ lithed,
not the leatt altercations ap}:ear to have hapPencd bee
tween SwiFT and Pore.

In all Swirt’swritings, you will find his own pf‘cuhal'
vein of hamour. The fame liberty of expr effion would
have been improper and abfurd in any other writgr,

but it produced the conft:quer*ccs which he defired.
g Hig




AND WRITINGS. OF Da. SWIET. 155
His feceming arrogance gained him more faveur, than
the humility and affeCted benevolenice of others. “'His
vailery and freedom of cenfure, are conveyed in a man-
ner more prevalent, and perhaps often more agreeable
than flattery.  He feldem praifed, but where mezit was
confpicuous.: A fingle ftroke of his pen pleafed more,
and. gave more honour, than a long flattering dedica-
tion fmm any other author, His I’cyle was mafterly,
corredt, and firoag: never diffufive, yet always clear;
and, if we confider it in comparifon with his prede-
ceflors, he has ontdene them all, and is one, perhaps
the chief, of thofe few felect Englith writers, whe
have excelled in elegance and propriety of language.

Lord Bacow: is the firft author, wha has attempted
any ftyle that cap be relifhable to the prefent age, fox
[ muit own to you, that I think Swiry, and his_ €ox
temporasies, have brought our language to the utmoft
dtg_w‘_, of puiu,uon, without the hf.lp of a Lon GINUS;
2 QuiNTIL1IAN, or even of a ditionary, ora graz—ﬁmg;.
Lord Bacox has written with an Infinite fund _cfk:’m.w-_

ledge : every feience that he treats upon, is dlfr,uﬁﬁé
by him with the greateft learning and dignity, and. he
fhews himfelf at ence a philofopher, an hiftorian, a’po-
Litician, and a divine: but his dialet (for, thag des
mands our prefent attention) is quibbling and peda INtic ; 3
and never more {o than when he candefcends to flattey
his royal mafter, and the minions of that congt.

Confider the profaical works of MrLwox, you will
find them more nervous than elegant ; more diftinguiftis
¢d by the flrength of reafon, than by the rules of the-
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