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| wondered from whence fuch ‘a piece of good fortune
might havé arifen, and could only attribute it -to Mr.
CowrLey, who, in a very delicate copy of verfes, has
celebrated his friend Dr. SpraT for eloquence, wit,
and 4’ certain candid fivle, which the poet compares to
the river Thames; gliding with ‘an even current, ahd
difplaying the moft beautiful appearances of nature.
Poets and painters have their favourites, whom they
tranfmit to pofterity ‘in what colours and attitudes they

pleafe: “but T am niiftaken, if, upon a review of
SPRAT's works, hisrlﬂnguage will not fooner give you
an idea of one of the infignificant tottering boats upon
the Thames, than of the fmooth noble current of the
river itfelf, ‘

Sir Wirriam TEMPLE s 4n eafy, carclefs; incorre&t
writer, elegantly negligent, ‘politely learned, and en-
| gagingly familiar.

Thus,; my dear Ham, I have curforily mentioned
fome of the brighteft fons of fame among our Englifh
authors, only to point out to you the preference due to
Dr. SwirT: but he is not entitled alone to the olive
garland: he has had his coadjutors in the victory, The
triumvirate, to whom we owe an elegance and pro-
priety unknown to our forefathers, are Swirt, Appi-
soN, and BoLiNncBROKE. At the fight of {uch names,
no difpute can arife in preferring the Englifh moderns
to the Englith antients, The prefent centary, and in-

deed all future generations may be congratulated upon
the acquifition of three {fuch men.

But
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