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| wondered from whence fuch ‘a piece of good fortune
might havé arifen, and could only attribute it -to Mr.
CowrLey, who, in a very delicate copy of verfes, has
celebrated his friend Dr. SpraT for eloquence, wit,
and 4’ certain candid fivle, which the poet compares to
the river Thames; gliding with ‘an even current, ahd
difplaying the moft beautiful appearances of nature.
Poets and painters have their favourites, whom they
tranfmit to pofterity ‘in what colours and attitudes they

pleafe: “but T am niiftaken, if, upon a review of
SPRAT's works, hisrlﬂnguage will not fooner give you
an idea of one of the infignificant tottering boats upon
the Thames, than of the fmooth noble current of the
river itfelf, ‘

Sir Wirriam TEMPLE s 4n eafy, carclefs; incorre&t
writer, elegantly negligent, ‘politely learned, and en-
| gagingly familiar.

Thus,; my dear Ham, I have curforily mentioned
fome of the brighteft fons of fame among our Englifh
authors, only to point out to you the preference due to
Dr. SwirT: but he is not entitled alone to the olive
garland: he has had his coadjutors in the victory, The
triumvirate, to whom we owe an elegance and pro-
priety unknown to our forefathers, are Swirt, Appi-
soN, and BoLiNncBROKE. At the fight of {uch names,
no difpute can arife in preferring the Englifh moderns
to the Englith antients, The prefent centary, and in-

deed all future generations may be congratulated upon
the acquifition of three {fuch men.

But




s57 . REMARKSON THE! LIFE:

But to. return more clofely to, Swirz. . He has pere
fectly ftudied the drama of human life, and particularly
the tendency and irregulasities of its different characs
ters. . He haschofen,. (as I.dare fay I have mentioned
in former. letters) to recommend virtue, by.reprefent.
ing vice in a difagreeable ard ridiculous light. As his
temper was naturally full of acrimony, a certain innate
feverity runs. throughout all his letters. - You will find
hiny, in the advice, which he offers to his friends; and
in the general account which he gives of his own cone
dutt, o clofe an ceconomift. This parfimony pro-
ceeded from a defire of being independent: and fince
that was the caufe, he will be forgiven, or, at leaft,
excufed by all honeft men. _

Mr. Pore had different talents ' from his fyiend
SwieT: bis imagination was fine ‘and delicate; - his
fancy was everon the wing. In lis earlier. time of
hife, his way of thinking was diffufive, and confequents
1y his judgement was unconfined.. As that judgement
ripened with years, he fhewed the full firength of itin
“his Eebic Epiftles, andhis Effay on Man. ‘There the poet
has almoft yielded to the philofopher; and his moral :
tyftem has charmed more by the force of truth and rea-
fon, than even by the numbers with which he adorn-
ed it.

T cannot avoid thinking, that, in this. particular
branch of learning, Mr. Pore owed the exertion of
his talents to Lord BoringerokE, who had {ludied the
‘pracedure, and limits of the human underftanding, as

exallly as Swiry had confidered che irregularities of
' i the
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