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s57 . REMARKSON THE! LIFE:

But to. return more clofely to, Swirz. . He has pere
fectly ftudied the drama of human life, and particularly
the tendency and irregulasities of its different characs
ters. . He haschofen,. (as I.dare fay I have mentioned
in former. letters) to recommend virtue, by.reprefent.
ing vice in a difagreeable ard ridiculous light. As his
temper was naturally full of acrimony, a certain innate
feverity runs. throughout all his letters. - You will find
hiny, in the advice, which he offers to his friends; and
in the general account which he gives of his own cone
dutt, o clofe an ceconomift. This parfimony pro-
ceeded from a defire of being independent: and fince
that was the caufe, he will be forgiven, or, at leaft,
excufed by all honeft men. _

Mr. Pore had different talents ' from his fyiend
SwieT: bis imagination was fine ‘and delicate; - his
fancy was everon the wing. In lis earlier. time of
hife, his way of thinking was diffufive, and confequents
1y his judgement was unconfined.. As that judgement
ripened with years, he fhewed the full firength of itin
“his Eebic Epiftles, andhis Effay on Man. ‘There the poet
has almoft yielded to the philofopher; and his moral :
tyftem has charmed more by the force of truth and rea-
fon, than even by the numbers with which he adorn-
ed it.

T cannot avoid thinking, that, in this. particular
branch of learning, Mr. Pore owed the exertion of
his talents to Lord BoringerokE, who had {ludied the
‘pracedure, and limits of the human underftanding, as

exallly as Swiry had confidered che irregularities of
' i the




AND WRITINGSOF Dr. SWIFT. 135
the paffions in different chara&ers of the human fpecies,
Lotd Borinosrokt had early made himfelf mafter of
books and men: but, in his fich caréer of life, being
immerfed at once in bufinefs and pheafure, he ran
thorough a variety of {cenes in a furprizing and excen-
tric manner. When his paffions {ubfided by years and
difappointments, and when he 1mpr{:-v::d his ratmnal
faculties by more grave ftudies and reflection; he fhone
out in his retirement with a luftre peculiar to hunfelfy
though not {éen by vulear eyes. The gay fiagefman
was changed into a philofopher equal to'any of the
fages of antiquity. =~ The wildom of SocrarTes, the
dignity and eafe of Puiny, and the wit of Horacs,
appeared in all his writings and converfation.

But my:letter is growing to an intolerable Icngth.
It is time to finifh it; and believe me, HamirTon, were
my letters to fill reams of paper, they would be written
only with a view of repeating the diftates of my heart;
which, in its laft beating moments, will throb towards
qu, and thofe other dear objelts, to whom I am

A’?z affectionate Fatber,
ORRERY.
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Have been reading this morning a long letter from
Pr. Swirrt to Mr. Porr, dated at Dublin, Fanuary
40, 17213, and I have been confined to a greater fhare
% Volume VII, Page 12 .
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