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AND WRITINGSOF Dr. SWIFT. 135
the paffions in different chara&ers of the human fpecies,
Lotd Borinosrokt had early made himfelf mafter of
books and men: but, in his fich caréer of life, being
immerfed at once in bufinefs and pheafure, he ran
thorough a variety of {cenes in a furprizing and excen-
tric manner. When his paffions {ubfided by years and
difappointments, and when he 1mpr{:-v::d his ratmnal
faculties by more grave ftudies and reflection; he fhone
out in his retirement with a luftre peculiar to hunfelfy
though not {éen by vulear eyes. The gay fiagefman
was changed into a philofopher equal to'any of the
fages of antiquity. =~ The wildom of SocrarTes, the
dignity and eafe of Puiny, and the wit of Horacs,
appeared in all his writings and converfation.

But my:letter is growing to an intolerable Icngth.
It is time to finifh it; and believe me, HamirTon, were
my letters to fill reams of paper, they would be written
only with a view of repeating the diftates of my heart;
which, in its laft beating moments, will throb towards
qu, and thofe other dear objelts, to whom I am

A’?z affectionate Fatber,
ORRERY.

B s iy iy i

L EL T E R %X

Have been reading this morning a long letter from
Pr. Swirrt to Mr. Porr, dated at Dublin, Fanuary
40, 17213, and I have been confined to a greater fhare
% Volume VII, Page 12 .
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156 'REMARKS ON THE LIFE

of attention, as it {eems to furnith more materials of
his life and principles, than any other of his epiftolary
writmgs. 'The letter breathes an air of fincerity and
freedom, and is addrefied to a particular friend, ata
time ‘when the views of ambition were at an end, [t
may therefore be confidered as a confeflion of one de-
parting from this world, who only is defirous to vindis

cate his own charalter, and is anxious that his afhes.

may reft in peace.

It was written immediately after t‘le arbitrary conduét
of a judge in Ifreland, who endeavoured to deftroy the
freedom of juries, and confequently the very effence of
that liberty and fafety, which we have a right to pol:
{efs by the conftitution of our ftate. Swirr very ge-
revoufly declares himfelf averfe to all rigorous pro-
c&ednws againft perfons fufpeSted of problematical
guilt: By fuch firi& enquirie:, fays he, a gate 15 left
Copen to the avhole tribe of informers, the moff accurfed,
S proftitute, and abandoned race that Gop ever permitted
¢ to plague mankind."  Upon this fubjeét I cannot avoid,
recolleé'tmg fome particulars from a book, which has
lately given me great delight and inftru@ion, and which
Frecommend very warmly to_your perufal. I mgan
L*Efprit des'Loix.” 'The author of that book, Mox-
SIEUR DE _MoONTESQUIEU obferves, * that informers
“ have been chiefly encouraged under the moft tyran-
* nical governments: In the reign of Tiperrus tri-
“ umphal ornaments were conferred upon them, and
¢ flatues eredted to their honour. * In the reigh of

“ Nzro,




WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 127

“ NEro, upon the difcovery and punifhment of a pre-
“ tended confpiracy, triumphal dignities were, allotted,

“to TurpiLianus, Cocceivs Nerva, and Ticiw-

“ Livus.”  In another part of his book, the Baroxy
g MonTEsQUIru takes notice, “that in Turkey, where
“ little regard is fhewn to the honour, lives; or eftates
“ of the fubjedt, all caufes are determined by the pre-
“ fiding Bafhaw : and in Rowme, the judges had no more
‘ to do than to declare, that the perfon accufed was
“ guilty of a particular erime, and then the punifhment
“ was found in the laws.” From thefe and other ex-
amples of arbitrary government, this elegant author
t'ﬂxcs a particular pleafure in diftinguifhing, and admir-
ing the civil conftitution. of ﬁzzgfa?rd where, he fays,.
the jury determine, whether the faé, brought under
their cognizance, be proved or not; if it be proved,
; ¢ the judge pronounces the punifhment inflicted by
the law for fuch a particular fac : and for this, adds
the Barox, he need only open his.eyes.” . Bat if
Moxsigur pg MonTtesQuieu had read Swirr’s let-
ter, or indeed had recolle¢ted many. notorious faéts of
our hiftory, he muft have obferved, that the judges have
been often deaf to the repeated voice of the jury, and
have not enly fhut their eyes, againft our excellent laws,
but have afflumed hat terrible and. menacing air,

oy

N

which Commopus ordered to be given to his ftatues.”
The method -of trials by juries, is generally looked
upon as one of the moft excellent branches of our con-
| &itntion, In theory it certainly appearsin that light.
6 _ AC‘_




18  REMARKS ON THE LIFE
According to the original eftablifhment, the jurors are
to be men of competent fortunes i the neighbourhood 4
and are to be {o ‘avowedly indifferent between the pars
ties concerned, that no reafdnable exceptioh can be
made ‘to them on either fide. In treafon the perfont
aceufed has a right to challenge five and thirty, andin
felony: twenty; without fhewing ciufe of challenge;
Nothing can be more equitable. - No prifoner can de-
fire a fairerfield. ‘But the misfortune is, that our juries
are often compefed of men of mean eftates, and low un-
derftandings, #hd many diffichlt points of law are
brought before them; and fubmitted to their verdict;
when perhaps they are ot capable of determining;
propeily and judicidufly, firch nice matters of juftice,
althongh the jndges of the court explain the n#ture of
the cafe, and the law which arifes upon it. But; if
they are not defetive in knowledge, they are fomes
times, I fear, from their flation and indigence; liable
to corraption. This indeed is 4n objé&ion mote to the :
privilege lodged with juries, than to the inftitution
itfelf.  The point, moft lable to objetion, is the
powel; which any one, or mdre of the twelvey have
ta ftarve the reft into a compliance with their opinion $
fo.that the verdi® may poflibly be given by firength
of conflitution, not by conviction of confcience - < gnd
 awretches hang that jurymen may dine’®  All this by
the by.  Now let us retarh to Swirr’s letter of the
tenth of Fanuary.

In it, is moft evidently difplayed his immutable at-
tachment to lredand, Such a kind of patrivtilie, muft

' have




AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 124
have proceeded from' a true ‘love of-liberty ; for “he
bhated "individaals, dnd defpifed moft of the men of
property -and ‘power in that Kingdom : he ‘owed thent
no obligations; and: while by his writings he lzboured
fo muke their pofterity happy, he forced from them-
felves  an involuntary, but univerfal appladfe. His
eonda®t was fo uniform; ard coaftant in the eaufe of
Irelond, that he not only gailed the praie, but.the

eonfidence of that whole nation, who are a people fel-
| dom, if ever, inctlined to frudy and purfee their own
mtereft, and who are always exceedingly apt to fulpe&
any advice that is conttary; or in defiance to 3 mini-
fterial direSion.

Swirt’s printiples of governmentfeem to have beern
founded tipon that cxcellent maxim, Salus pepuli fuprems

¢f lexo. He beging by clearing himfelf from Jacobi<
| film. He fpeaks of the revolution asa neceflary bus
dangeroits expedient, which has fince been attended
with unavoidable bad confequences. ' He declares his
mortal antipathy to ffanding -armies in ime of peace,
He adores the wifdom of that intitufion which rén-
dered our parhiaments annual. =~ He'prefers the landed
to the monied intereft, and expréfies a noble abhorrence
to the {ufpenfion of thofe laws, upon which the libef-
ty of thefubjedt depends.. When thefe articles of hie
political tenets are’ examined, they will leave no room

for any ‘one particulsr party to affime the honour of
having had him in their alliance.  He was neither
Whig nor Tory; neither Jacobite nor Republican, He
wis Docror Swirr: ' '

5 3
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160  REMARKSON THELIFE

His judgment, in relation to the vifible decay of li-
terature and good fenfe, is perfetily juft. . He attris
butes this national calamity to the prevailing luxury of
thé&times, which he inftances in the encouragement of
factions, and of {everal public diverfions, ail tending
%0 the encreafe of folly, .ignorance, and.vice. His
{entiments are delivered more with the air of a philo-
fopher than of a divine: and the conclufion of the let-
ter is fo proper, and fo excellent a defence of his own
manner of ating and thinking, that, in regard tohis
memory, I'muft be at the trouble of tranferibing it.

“ 2 Al I can reafonakly fope for, fays Swirt, &
“ this lelter, is to convince my_friends aund others, awho
“ are pleafed to awifb me well, that I hawve neither been
i il a Subject, qor fo flupid an author, as I have
“ been reprefented 31}‘ the viralince of Libellers, avbere ma-
% Jice hath taken the fame triin in both, by fathtring
“ dungerous principles in gowernment upon me, which 1
 never maintained, and infipid produiions, avhich I am
€ not copable of avriting.  For, however I mey; have
 been foavered by perfonal ill treatmenty ar by melancho-
“ Iy profpelis far ‘the public, I am oo much a politician
“ 1o expefe my oxun fafety by offenfive avords, andy if my
‘“ genius and fpirit f;eﬁm.{' by ﬁ’ijf}'é‘ﬁﬁﬁé‘)‘ﬁ’:.i?, I bave at
‘¢ leaft enough dif retion left, not #o miflake the meafure
“ of my own abilities, by attempring Subjests avhere thofe
“ 2alenis are neceffary, which perbaps 1 muy have lofi
“ auith my youth.”

2.Vol. VIL. Page 26. _
= I have




AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 161

I have chofen out this particular letter, as one of the
moft {erious, and beft performances that he has givenus
in the epiftolary way. Bat, if I am to declare my opi-
nion of the whole colleétion in the feventh volume, I own
to you, it has not anfwered my expeétation, The index
at the beginning will make you hope for great treafures,
from the illuftrious names that are there inferted : but,
m your purfuit, you will fcarce find any remarkable in-
fiructions of morality, or even the common reafohings
and refinements that might naturally arife from fo high a
clafs of men, in the ordinary current of their thoughts.
What is more furprifing, you will {eldom difcover any
| Keen ftrokes of fatyr, or any inftantaneous fallies of vi-
vacity. T have often heard Swirt fay, “ When 1 jit
“ doion 1o aurite a letter, I newer lecn upon my elbow,
“ ¢:1] I hawe finifbed-it.” By which expreflion he meant,
| that he never ftudied' for particular phrafes, or polifhed
paragraphs : his letters therefore are the truer reprefenta-
tions of his mind. -They are written in the warmth of
hiis affeGtions, and when they.are confidered in the light
| of kindnefls and fincerity, they illuftrate his charadter to

a very high degree. Throughout his various corre-
| fpondence you will difcover very flrong marks of an
anxious, benevolent friend : and, to my great pleafure,
I fud the mifanthrope often loft in the good-natured
man. - Read his letters to Mr. Gay, and you will be of
my {entiment; read thofe to Dr. Sueripan, in the
eighth volume ¢, and you will be farther confirmed in

a Beginning at page 384,
M that
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that opinion ; we may compound therefore to lofe fatyr
and raillery, when we gain humanity and tendernefs in
their: ftead : yet, even m fome of his highelt {cenes of
benevolence, his expreflions are delivered in fuch a man-
ner, as tofeem rather the effeCts of haughtinefs than of
good-nature:: but you muft never look upon him as a
traveller in the common road. He muft be viewed by a
canerarobfecura that turns all objelts the contrary way,
When he appears moft angry, he 1s moft pleafed ® ; when
moft humble, he 1s moft afluming ¢. Such was the man,
and in {uch variegated colours muft he be painted.

The letters from Lord BorincsroxkeE, ‘which are in-
ferted in thiscollettion, are written with an elegance and
politenefs that diftinguith them from all the reft.. We fee
they were not intended for.the prefs; but 11 ow valuable

re the molt carelefs frokes of fuch a pen?

Gax’s ]etl:er:1 have nothing in them finking or re-
commendatory. His fentiments are thofe of an honeft,
1-nuo]cm- good-natured man. = He loved Swirr toade-
gree of veneration : and the friendfhip-was returned with
great fincerity. SwiFT writes to him in the fame ftrain
as he would have written:to-a fon 3 ‘and feems todiltin-
guifh him 45 the correfpondent to whom he has not the
Jeall grain of referve. In the feveral accounts which he
gives of lils fituation at Dublin, and the'idle manner of

**Sec his m s to Gay, and tothe Duchefs of Queer/~
{.u,:f:'r"f, in \ TTI

¢ See his E:Ltr;':' to Lord Parmerston, Vol. VIIL
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