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AND WRITINGS OF Dr, SWIEFT. 165

diffolution, as could only be infpired by a clear confci-
ence, and the calm retrofpet of an uninterrupted feries
of virtue. The Dean ? laments the lofs of him with a
pathetic fincerity, ¢ The death of Myr. Gay and the Doc-
“ Tor b (fays he to Mr.PorEg) bave been terrible awounds
“ near my beart.  Theiv living would bave been a great
“ comfort to me, a!.'l.!fzwzgé I Bould never hawe feen them ;
“ like a _fum of money in a bank, from awhich I ffould re-
“ ceive at leaft annual interefl, as Ido from you, and hawve
“ done from Lord Borinesroke.” 1 have chofen this
laft quotation, not more in honour of SWirT’s tender-
nefs and affe€tion to thofe whom he efteemed, than with
a defign of {pecifying to you as fine a groop of friends ¢,
as have appeared fince the Auguftan age. As their let-
ters were not intended for the public, sperbaps T was un-
realonable in looking for medals, and vot being content-
ed with the common current {pecies. In our prejudices
of favour oraverfion we are apt to be deceived by names 3
nor can it be doubted, that {uch writers might have fur-
nifhed us with familiar letters, very different from thofe,
which have been colleéted in this feventh volume. They
are filled indeed (efpecially in the correfpondence between
SwirT and Poprg) with the firongeflt exprefiions of mu-
tual efteem ; but thofe expreflions are repeated too often.
When friendfhip has {ubfifted fo long, that time can-

a §wirt's Works, Vol. VII, Letter LXX.
b ARBUTHNOT.
¢ Lord BoLiNGEROKE, SwirT, PorE, ARBUTHNOT,

LAY,
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not encreale, nor words improve it, the commerce of
affeCtion bLU.‘H.(’Tl friends, ought to be carried onina
ftyle that. neither finks below. politenefs, nor rifes into

forced compliments. I cannot avoid obferving the epi-
flolary concifenefs that was in fafhion among tl:c antients,
e{peci IJl:, their conclufive fentences, [wale, Or agam,

37 waleasy bene eff, valeo ;] which I own feems preferable
to our m.cthud of 1oadin;_=; every letter with compliments,
not only to wives and children, but to uncles, aunts,
and coufins : and of confequence, every relation, that
is not particularly named, is particularly affronted. It
will appear too minute a criticifm to affirm, that the
Englith language is not well adapted for epiftolary write-
ings: be that as it may, it is certainly inferior to the
French, which engages, and perhaps improves us by 2
{ucceflive flow of phrafes that are pucu:al to that nation.
Mapame bE SEvigne has filled four volumes of letters,
all addrefied to her daughter : they contain nothing, €x-
cept different {cenes of maternal fondnefs; yet, like a
claffic, the oftencr they arc read, the more they are re-
lithed.” Monsieur pE Perisson has publifhed three
volumes of letters, which he calls Lettres Hifforiques, and
which are little elfe than materials for a gazette : they
inform s at what time the grand Monarque arofe ; when
he went to bed; at what hour he dincd; and what he faid
while he was at mhimz : yet all thefe triffes are told in fo
agreecable a manner, and appear {o natural and ealy, that
T can-{carce think thc flall-of Ovip greater, who, 1o his
Fafli, hasturned the Roman Calendar into elegant poetiy,
and has verfified a fetof ¢ld Almanacs, I need not men-
2 tion
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tion VoIiTuRrE or BarLzac; and PCi‘ha‘-}S 1t Was wrong

to turn afide into the Roman and the French territories,
when I ought to have confined ui}'{l the Britifh
iflands ; but I love to wander about with you, and in
writing, as in walking, to peep into every corner that
may afford us matter of entertainment.

d am, my dear HAMILTON,

-~

Your ever-affeltionate Fatber,

ORRERY.

P.S. At the latter end of the feventh volume, is a
pamphlet written in the year 1714. It is entitled, Free
Thonghts upan the prefent State of Affairs, When you
have read it, digito compefce labellum.
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My dear HamiLTON,

T is fcarce poffible to knowin what manner to com-
ment upon the laft volume of the Dean’s works. A
gereral confufion and diforder runs throughout the whole;
and one of the firft pieces is, what ought to-have becn
the lalt, Dr. Swirr’s Will: which, like all his other
writings, 15 drawh up in his own peculiar manner.
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