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168 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

Even in fo ferious a compofition hecannot help’ in-
dulging himfelf, in leaving legacies that carry with them
an air of raillery and jeft. ' He difpofes of his three hats
(his beft, his fecond beft, and his third beft beaver) with
an ‘ironical folemnity, that renders the bequefts ridi-
culous. He bequeaths ¢ #0 M. Jonx GraTran & filver
““ box, to keepin it the tobacco wwhich the faid Jonw afually
“ chewed, called pigtail” But his legacy to Mr. Ro-
BERT GRATTAN is flll more extraordinary. ¢ Hem,
¢ I bequeath to the Rewverend Mr. RosirT Gra TTAN,
“ Prebendary of St. Audeon’s, my Serang box, on condition
¥ of bis giving the fole ufe of the Jaid box to his brother,
“ Dr. James GRATTAN, during the life af the faid De-
* Gor, who bath more occafion for it.” Thele are fo many
laft impreflions of his turn, and way of thinking : and,
I dare fay, the perfons thus diftinguithed look upon
thefe inftances, as affe@ionate memorials of his fifend-
fhip, and as tokens of the jocofe manner, in which he
hud treated them during his life-time,

His monumental infcription, written by himfelf, ‘and
inferted at the beginning of his #7://, may confirm to you
the obfervation which I made in a former letter, that he
was not an elegant writer of Latin,  An harflier epitaph”
has {feldom been compofed. Tt'is fearce intelligible ;
and if intelligible, is a proof how difficult 2 tafk it 13,

even for the greateft genius, to draw his own chara&er,

or to reprefent himfelf and his a&ions in a proper man-
ner to pofterity.

I am now drawing towards the laft fcene of his life.
The total deprivationJof his fenfes came upon him by
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degrees, In the year ¥736. I remember him feized
with ‘a wviolent fit of giddinefs. He was at that time
writing ‘a {atirical’ poem, called:7he Legion Club 3 but he
four d- the ¢fefls of his giddinefs fo dreadful; .that he
left the poem unfinifhed ; ard never afterwards attempted
a compofitionof -any length either in verfe or profe.
However, his converfation ftill remained the fame ;
lively ‘and fevere ; but his memory gradually grew
worfle and worfe : and as that decreafed, and was im-
paired, he appcared every day .more fretful and impa-
tient. From:the year ¢birty-nine to thf’ latter end of the
year forty-ome, his friends found his ‘paflions fo violent
and ungovernable, his memory fo dec \ed and his rea-
{on {o depraved, that they took the utmoft precautions
to keep all firangers from approaching hxm for, till
then, he had not ‘tppe'ued totally incapable of converfa-
tion : ;but, early in the year foriy tawo, the fmall remains
of his underftanding became entirely confufcd, and the
violence of his mgu increafed abfolutely-to a degree of
madnefs.  In this miferable {tate he feemed to be ap-
pointed as the fir(t proper inhabitant for his own hofpital :
efpecially as from an outrageous lunatic, he {unk afier-
wards into a quiet, fpeechlefs idiot; and dragged out
the remainder of his life in that helplefs fituation, ‘He
died towards the latter end of O&vber 1745. The man-
ner of his death was eafy, without the leaft pang or
convulfion. - Even the rattling in his throat was {car

ce
{ufficient to give any alarm to his attendants, till withia
fome very 'little time before he cxp‘;n-d. A man In

poflefion of his reafon would have wifhed for fuch a
kind of diffolution ; but SwirT was totally infenfible of

happinefs
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