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ace iL1 iefce in the u{pmumcr ftate of a C;l';‘f.-i‘-.i:‘:}; and the
papal crown would be unanimon{ly prefented to C£sar.
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dear fon, to oblerve in general, that temperange, exer-

cife, philofophy, and true religion, are tae {ureft means

to make men happy, and to preferve them from a con-
£AC10 maladyv 3 hich the i‘.-s'a-“-‘!‘-:-"']."‘.-“.q G"-" E:W.rﬂ.‘.ﬁ- l,—!. o
LL:‘:",\JL 5 it LD Wil 41 LG LAl it bsbidhnd i F R el 1Ll
o a"
Sy B L C RS e
{‘t{‘)llt Al ulli A !1}- ol LG

TSI PN . Bk o L i .
ifm 1s lefs: deplorable; not lefs fhock-
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ing; than tlz:lt of madnefs. Idiotsare afliCted with no
turbulent paflions : they are innocent and harmlefs, and
often cxcite pity, but never occafion fear. The proverb
tells us, 'L hey arethe favenrites of fortune: but I {fuppofe
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it- alludes only to thofe fools, awho can numlber twenty

piohily, and can tell the days of the iu;z.'{',r{'; and alas!
shofe are no-idiots in:the ey the:law. - The abfoli

LOGLC are 1o ;L.lOLS 1 e C'\-e OJ. 16’ a\‘;’. 1€ apl1oiate
naturals owe their wretchednefs to a wrong formation in
their brain, or to accidents intheir birth, or the dregs
of fevers, and other viola—nr diftempers. The laft was
the'cafe: of the Dean of St. Parrick’s, accozdmg to
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the account fent me by his two relations Mrs. WrHIT=R-
way, and Mr, SwirT 2: neither of whom, I think,
make the lealt mention of a deafnefs, that from time to
time attacked the Dean, and rendered him extremely
miferable. You will find him complaining of this mil-
fortune in feveral parts of his writings, efpecially in his
Ietters (of the eighth volume) to Dr. Sueripan®,
Poffibly fome internal preffure upon his brain might fisft
have affected the auditory nerves, and then, by degrees,
might have encreafed, fo as entirely to flop up that
fountain of ideas, which had before {pread itfelf in the
moft diffufive, and {urprifing manner.

Having juft now hinted to you the advantages that
have accrued to madmen, I ought not to omit the
honours that have been paid to fools. In former ages
the courts of France and England were not thought com-
pletely embellithed without a favourite idiot, who bore
the title of the King’s Jefter, and who was as rematkably
diftinguifhed by a cap and bells, as his royal mafter wis
diftinguifhed by a2 diadem and robes. 'This animal, like
Juwius Brutus, frequently aflumed the face and be-
haviour of folly, to anfwer his own particular views and
advantages. His bluntnefs and fimplicity recommended
him in thofe places, where truths, if {poken by a man
of fenfe, were difagreeable and dangerous. If he had
not the honour, like Brurus, to fave his country, at
lealt he had the happinefs to fecure himfelf : and his ex-

® See page 89, and page gr.
® See Vol. VIII, page 419.
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preflions were often {o full of humour and farcalm, that,
to this day, they are recorded as pieces of wit. Such
was the famous reply of Arcuy to King JAMES the firfts
when his Majefty, amidft all his wildom, was {ufficiently
infpired with folly, to {end his only fon into Spain. But,
fools at prefent are no longer admired in courts, or, if
they are, they appear there without their cap and bells.

And now, my dear Hamirtown, to quit refleCti-
ons, that tend in general rather to terrify, than
to improve your anderftanding, let me obferve, in
honour of my friend SwiIFT, that his eftablithment of an
hofpital for idiots and lanatics, is remarkably generous:
as the unhappy perfons, who receive the benefit, muft,
for ever, remain infenfible of their benefaétor.

I am your affectionate Father,

ORRERY.
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L ETTER XXII

I B Direftions to Servants; which is the tra&t imme-
diately following Swirt’s Wil 1s imperfe&t and
anfinifhed. The editor tells us, thata preface and a de-
dication were to have been added to it. I think it was
not publifhed till after the Dean’s death ; but I remem-
bet the manufcript handed about, and much applauded,
N 2 in
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