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AND WRITINGS OF Dz, SWIFT. 179

preflions were often {o full of humour and farcalm, that,
to this day, they are recorded as pieces of wit. Such
was the famous reply of Arcuy to King JAMES the firfts
when his Majefty, amidft all his wildom, was {ufficiently
infpired with folly, to {end his only fon into Spain. But,
fools at prefent are no longer admired in courts, or, if
they are, they appear there without their cap and bells.

And now, my dear Hamirtown, to quit refleCti-
ons, that tend in general rather to terrify, than
to improve your anderftanding, let me obferve, in
honour of my friend SwiIFT, that his eftablithment of an
hofpital for idiots and lanatics, is remarkably generous:
as the unhappy perfons, who receive the benefit, muft,
for ever, remain infenfible of their benefaétor.

I am your affectionate Father,

ORRERY.
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L ETTER XXII

I B Direftions to Servants; which is the tra&t imme-
diately following Swirt’s Wil 1s imperfe&t and
anfinifhed. The editor tells us, thata preface and a de-
dication were to have been added to it. I think it was
not publifhed till after the Dean’s death ; but I remem-
bet the manufcript handed about, and much applauded,
N 2 in




180  REMARKS ON THE LIFE

in his lifetime, T'0 fay the moft that'can be offered i1
its favour, ‘the'traé&t is written in'fo facetious a kind of
low humou¥, that it muft pleafe many readers: nor sk
without fome degree of merit, ‘by pointing out with an
amazing exatnefs '(and ‘what in a lefs trivial cale'muft
have been called judgment) the faults, ‘blunders, tricks,
lyes;and various knaveries, of domeftic fervants. How
much time mult have been employed in putting together
fuch a work? What an thtenfenefs of thought muft have
been beflowed upon the loweft; and moftflavifh feenes

of life? It is one of thofe compofitions, ‘that the utmoft
firength of wit can {carce fuftain from finking. A man

of Swirt’s exalted genius, ‘ought conltantly to have
foared into higher regions. He ought to have looked
upon perfons of inferior abilities; “as children, whom na-
ture had appointed him to inftru&, encourage, and im-
prove, Superior talents feem to have been intended by
Providence as public benefits, and the perfon, who pef-
fefles fuch bleflings, is certainly anfwerable to Heaven for
thole endowments, which he enjoys above the reft of
mankind. Let him jeft with dignity, and let him be iro-
nical upon ufeful fubjeéts : leaving poor flaves to Abeat
their porridge, or drink their fmall beer, in fach veflels as
they fhall find proper . “The Dean, it feems, had not
tﬁhis way of thjn‘king ; .zmd having I‘:cmg indulged: his paf-
fions, at laft perhaps miftook them for his duty. The mif-
take, my dear Hamivron, is neither extraordinary ner
furprifing. In pointeof religion it has carried men into

* See Vol. VIII, pages3.
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AND: WRITINGS OF Dro SWIFT, 181
great extravagancies ; in thofe of morality, into no lefs;
but in politics, into the greateft of all. Our inclinations
foapt to hurry us into inconfiderate ations, that we
:

re afterwards inc ?'-cd to flatter ourfelves they are right,
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only becaufe they have proceeded from our own thoughis
and direétions. Thus Swirr, when he had once efla-
blifhed the rule of Piwe Iz bagarelle, was Tefolved to pur-

fue it at all hazards. I wifh his ti:o'.ia'?_:ts had taken an-

other turn, . The lower clafles of mankind pafs on un-

noticed ; the great c*my are cenfured. They ougit to
be Pcll'LlCUl"ll}V attentive to every flep they take. 'I he

% ey 1% L) Mmooy e cermdal b e
Dean of St. PaTrick’s {hould have known nl"fﬁdu, das
F2 4 Beak / i A > 7 ani ARl #
INEX TAENL 1DON .fu’! A, 1 b ".:'? _I."rfii':'."{;--.";. and J.]:CL'_; ‘_ lavere-

mcmuuua‘, that Lmos and pricfts are extremely liable to
be cenfured. Poor Swirt! whydid he fink below him-
If before he was deprived of reafon ? Forgive him that

error, my HamiLTon, and draw a veil of oblivion over

certain cxcrca'{;cnc%cs of wit and humour, you will then
admire him, 2s an honour to the public, and a fcourge

to all t
Three pamphlets, relating to Jreland, fucceffively fol-
low the }_'.‘r.f';s-c-t;. fons to Seruants. f‘hc firlt is entitled, Rea-
Jons buv ' fered to the Parkament of Ireland, for repeal-
inl Teff in favour of the Catholics & The

he knaves and fools thi% time.

e adCL Y A ChL

ing the S
femnd,
Tythe of Hemp, Flaxy; Gc. by @ Modus : "Fhe third, Some
fﬂr?f-’-'.—‘-r Ll.fhr'.f egainft the Bill for fe ttling the Tythe qf‘
Hemp, Flax, &c. The fubjett-matter of thefe pamph-
phlets m ’zy p:rha*za be little worth your confideration?
but their ftyle will always command your attention.

N 3 They
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They are very much mifplaced, and, in any more me-
thodical edition of the Dean’s works, ought to appear
with fuch other pieces, as have been compofed by bim
agamit the diffenters. The firlt trac is'written under the
aflumed character of a Roman catholic, by which means
the author attacks his adverfaries with a great advantage.
He freely acknowledges the feveral atrocious crimes of
the papifts; but at the fame time palliates them fo fkil-
tully, that, from that very acknowledgment, he enables
himfelf to aim the heavier blows at the prefbyterians,
A paragraph extrafted from the pamphlet will exem-
plify my meaning., * We allew, fays he, #he CaTro-
““‘vics #0 be BRETHREN of the Diffenters ; fome people,
S ndeed (awhich wwe cannot allow ), avonld bawe them to

)
“ eftablifboed, and both agree in abolifbing this perfecuting
 facramental t¢ff 3 by awhich NEGATIVE DISCOURAGE-
“ MERT aw are both rendered incapable of civil and mili-
“tary employnents. Howewver, we cannot bt avonder at

7 R o . . 5
 be our clhildven, Lecaufe aye both diffent from the chureh

- $€ the bold fumiliarity of thefe fchifmatics, in calling the

““ memoers of the national church their RRETHREN and
“ FELLOW-PROTESTANTS, [t 75 true, that all thefe
€€ [eéts (except the CATHOLICS) @re BRETHREN Zo cach
S other infaction, ignorance, iniquity, perverfene/s, pride,
 and (if we ¢xcept the QUAKERS) in rebellion, But, how
 the chuyrchmen can be fiyled their FELLOW-PROTEST=
 ANTS, e cannot comprebend. Becaufe, awhen the
¢ avhole BABEL of fefaries joined againf? the Church, the
¢ King, and the Nobility, for tawenty years, in @ MATCR
¥ AT FOOT-BALL ; where the praverb exprefly tells us,

9 € thag
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFET. 183

¢ that ALL ARE FELLOWS; abile the three kingdoms
awere toffed to and fro, the churches and cities, and royal
palaces, fbattered to pieces by their BaLLS, their BUE-
FETS, aud their XYCKs; the wiftors avould allowy no
more FELLOWS AT FOOT-BALL i but murdered, [eque-
flered, plundered, deprived, banifbed to the plantations,
or. enflacved, all their oppofers avho had LOST THE
game.” The greateflt art, and the keeneft firokes of
irony, difplay themfelves throughout the whole compofi-
tion : and the conclafion of it is drawn up with a mix-
ture of ferious and ironical arguments that feem to defy
all kinds of refutation.

The two next pamphlets for feztling the Tythe of Hemp,
&c. by a Modus, are entirely adapted to. the clergy of
Ireland 3-but I cannot avoid obferving in thofe papers, a
greater fund of calmnefs, notalefs degree of {pirit, than
in many other of Swirt’s political writings.

The remainder of this volume is like a garden over-
run with docks and thiftles, among which fome rofe-
trees accidentally make their appearance. The {cythe
of time, or the weeding-knife of a judicious editor, will
cut down the docks and thifiles, but the beauty of the
rofes will particularly appear in fome {ermons that are
curious; and curious for fuch reafons, as would make
other works defpicable. They were written in a carelefs’
hurrying manner, and were the offspring of neceflity, not
of choice: fo that you will fee the original force of his
genius more in thefe compofitions, that were the legiti-
mate fons of duty, than in other pieces, that were the na-
tural fons of love. They were held in {uch low eficem

X 1
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tention. ‘The firft is apon Murual Subjeiion, and that
1

duty which is owing from one man to another. -A clearer

ityle, or a difcourfe more propetly adapted to a -public

e am deaven. oo .1 P P eaal .
;’!'.L-:\_l.l'l..-llue’ €dan icarce pe raimned. E\.‘ﬂr}f }:}d.d%luPJl 1S

fimple, nervous, and intelligible.  The threads of each
argument are clofely conneéted, and logically purfued :
but in places where the Dean has the leag opportunity
to introduce political maxims, or to dartan arrow at the
condudt of princes, he never fails to indulge himfelf in
his ufual manner of thinking, as you will judge from
the following quotations: * 4 «wi/z man, {ays Dr, SwirT,
¥ awbo doth not affift aith bis counfels 5 @ great man awith
4 bis proteBion ; a richman avith his bounty and charity ;
* and a poor man wwith bis lakour 3 are perfect nuifances in
*“.a comm nwealth, Neither is any condition of fif# more
“ bonourable in the Sight of Gob than another 3 y;’é;‘r-‘u:{;‘}
“ he world be a vefpeller of perfons, avhich he affurett us

“he 75 not: for he hark propofed the fame falvation fo

 flations to work it out.  Princes are Loy aith uo more
“ advantages of Srength or avifdom than other men 5 and,
“ by an unbappy education, are ufually more defectivein both

“than

¥ all meny; and hatkh only placed them in different wways or
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ya . . T
] / Crside ol their fubielts . Aoaii » the {ar
“ than ,‘,s_:()g{j‘g._r,:;‘.-;.l_-. gj toeiv fuidjeces =, £Again, 1n the iame
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¢ ftrain, . ¢ The bofl prince is, in the cprnion of Wije wieny
1 o~ r 7 e e 2 :_: z -

oLy ¥ cgtefl fevevant of i0¢ nalion; 7ot Gnly a jg"}'_

& ant fo the dublic in general, tut in fome fort to every

- A e ] BPars ha m Y s en i e o Taop 1c »
“ wman smdt . But the moft extraordinary paflage is a

covert ftroke: at the };ighfﬂ: order of his brethren the

Sk g e LD e i B S R =
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£k I‘.‘f}';i‘-,' OTLER to the E.‘z‘.’:"ff{u[r aifii ioutian ff/ fff'”{t;-f - '{'35}'(

the great ff.-ﬂ'.-'_:‘:‘ of heawen, is treated like
“ the .'i“_-"f.-'fi's cf'f.",-".'ff.' :-‘m'!.é‘ . aubo (r.’-'i- oS ff:f ‘:.; ba ps iitends
“ ing avedl them ,J wes ) hawve often :;;q;r abominable mini=
¢ Bers and fewards, and thofe gener ally the fvifcj? ta whom
““they entruft the mof) talents ©. Dark as itis, this para-
gr'iph requires no explanation. The author’s natural turn

1

f mind breaks forth upon all occafions, and the politi-
cian frequently ontweighs the divine, If the diftates of

fuch a fpirit were capable of forcing their way from the

pu];w?&‘, what a .r-'_;'i.-:-1-'..r_;':_::?, what a confiflent figure, mufk
SwirT have made in the roftrum -at Rome,. or in one of

)

the perticos s €

‘The next moral efiay, for I can {carce call it a {ermon;

is upon the 'Tr;,-".-f.f.-f;rc;-".' of Confeience : in which the author

inferts {ome very ftriking obfervations upon fuch falfe
notions of henour as are too preval lent in the world. I

am fo far from thinking it a trouble, that I think it 2

p ealure, tG tranfcribe L:, particular pafiage: ¢ ;}-,»_{, alle
= ! i~ . ¥ o~ '
5 srinciple, aubich [ome men Jet up in tie pffsce of confcience

“ to be théir direGor inlife, is what thefe who pretend ta

& 2L bPage 215. g
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136 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

<4ty call noNoUR.  This word is often made the funsisn
“of anoath; it is rechoned a great commendation 3o be a
 man of fri& bonour ; and it is commonly underffood, that
“ aman of bonour can never be guilty of a bafe adion. This
“ a5 ufually the flyle of mi litary men 5 of perfons awith tiths;
““and of others avkho pretend to birth and quality. It is true
“ indeed, that in antient times it avas univerfally ander-
“ flood, that bonour awas the reward of wirtue ; but if
“ Juch honour as is now-a-days going avilinot permit aman
“ to do a bafe alion, it muft be allowed, there arg wery
“Jexw fuch things as bafe aBlions in nature. No man of
“ bomoury: as that word is ufually underflood, did ever pre-
“ tend, that his honour obliged him to be chafle or tempes
“rate 5 to pay bis creditors 5 to be ufeful to bis country; to
“ do good tomankind ; to endeavour to be wife or learned ; %
“ regard bis word, bis promife, or bis oath ; or if be hath
“any of thefe virtues, they awere never learned in the
¢ catechifm of honour; which contains but tevo precepts,
¥ the punitual payment of debts contraled at play, and the
“ right underflanding the feweral degrees of an affront, in
¥ order to revenge it by the death of an adverfary 3.7

The third difcour{e npon The Trinity is indeed a’ fer-
mon, and one of the beft in its kind. Dr. SwirT feems
not.to have made fuch a plan his voluntary choice, nor
to have built, /zo ex motu, upon {uch a bafis ®; but he

2 Page 228.

P In the beginning of his {ermon, he lets us know, that
he preached it on Trinity Sunday, a day on which all the
clergy think themfelves confined to this theme, .

as
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has completed the fuperflructure in a moft mafterly man-
ner: the materials anfwer the dignity of the edifice, and
the artificer may affume great honour, upon the comple=
tion of fo noble, fo fimple, and fo ufeful a pile. The
myflerious parts of our religion are apt to have dread-
ful effe@s upon weak minds. The general comments
upon the facred writings, and the feveral fermons upon
the moft abftrufe points of feripture, are too often com-
pofed in the gloomy ftyle. Damnation, eternal damna-
tion, is placed with all its horror before our eyes; and
we are {o terrified at the profpe&, that fear makes us
imagine, we can comprehend myiteries, which, on this
fide of the grave, muft be for ever denied to our limited
underftandings. Swirt has taken the fafell, and the
properet method of expounding thefe arcana. He ad-
vances every pofition that can be eftablifhed upon fo in-
{:ompre'.:.c.nﬁ'“.lc a {fubjet. He fuftains the helief, avows
the dolrine, and adapts the matter of faith as well
as poflible to the human capacity. - His manner of rea-
foning is mafterly, and his arguments are nervous; par-
ticularly where he fays, € It is bighly probable, that if
« Gobo fhould pleafe to reveal unto us this great myfiery of
< the Trinity, gt fome other myfleries 19 our f;a{'}‘ religion, ae
< ould not be able to underfland them, uniefs he avould at
“ the fame time think fit ta beflow on us fome new Powers
“ or faculties of the mind, avbich awe want at prefent, and
§€ are ?':;ﬁ';'fved to the day of refurredtion to life cternal 2.0
But, my Hawy, you muft be weary of quotations. Iz

f
2 Page 246.

will




188 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
will make no more: and in excufe of thofe alread ly made,
I can only effer, that in comments upon original au-

L

thors, quotations dre often the beft, and perhaps the only

explanations that can fully anfwer the end propofed. I

¢+ ¢ha WAl i ek e A —
mean, that the or él’-c‘.. 1ping 1s 10 vola latile o e tito-ad-
mit of the leaflt transfufion, In OTd1IDArY ¢ -.i-_uI:‘-_'s::ilf.iOi'iS,

the effence may be cxt;'aiitcd, and the fubtileff parts di-

ftilled : but Swrrr’s {fermons a}‘}i“r"ﬂred a chymical pre-
paratlon of fo extraordina ary, and '-J:llf:t:';;-.ing a nature,
that I was refolved tofend you as much of the mthereal
fpirit, as might be {2 "‘ly {.‘0“1*‘:-:;'(:;1 by the pott.

I fhall take no notice of a fourth {ermon, asit is evi-
dently not compofed by the Dean 2 but I find, hat I
have omitted to mention two poecms of

humour. They are previous to the {fermons. The Frﬁ b

rreat ‘-‘w’lL

was artfully publithed by Dr, Swirr in a manner {o dif-

ferent {rom thofe rules of poetry to which he confined
himfelf, that he hoped the public might miftake it for a
fpurious, or incorret copy ftolen by memory from his
original poem. He took great pleafure in this fuppofi-
tion : and T believe it anfivered his expefiation. One of
his firicteft rules in poetry was to avoid friplets. "Wha
can have given rife to fo nice a peculiarity, is difficult to
determine. It mightbe owing only to a fingular turn of
thinking ; but t‘ﬂc reafon which he pu bm:iy afligned
feemed not fo much againft the practice itfelf, as againtt

L]

The difficalty of knowing one’s filf, p. 23 5.
® The Life and Genuine Charalicr of the R verend Dr,

Doy T

2y 1L L,

the
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the poets who indu loed them{elves in that manner of writ-

3 1\. a " . : 1B T o G e e T

ing. “ A cuftos .L,ccmdmg to the Dean’s opinion) intro-

i e o M (PR . X . o FISET, B Jos B s
duced by lazinef: continued by 1gnorance, and eitabliin-

-

“ed by'falfe tafte,” '\ Vith deference to fo greata eritic, it
1s a cuftom, that has frequently been purfued with remark-

able fuccefs. Mr. Drypen aboundsin triplets; and in fome
of his moft elegant poems, the. third c:{;::ch'di“-g verfe
forms L.m fineft climax inthe wholepiece. Mr. WaLLER,

1

N !‘ L =y . w e Ly o el
the father ofall fl ud».’q"f‘f} etry, hasgenerally refery mf the
S R ; TSN e .
niceit }Jr}mt of wit to his u:i.ux,.lttj line : and upon an 1m-
partial ‘enquiry, it is almoft to'be queftioned, whether, in
ABRT e L  baknee — W hiis ihelabialds o A e e T
._‘:"1.).114-;’ '._'_‘..Lu,h'_\_:‘_,_ LHIS 'LL’_‘Z!J!:“;\.L'-.'L'.L, Lr1pi€c Inay -not 3_L‘d

greater beauty to a poetical compofition, than a ny other
circumftance.  T'o be confined, on‘any terms, by the
links of rhyme, is of great difadvantage to our E inglifl

#lhat T
poetry. The fineft poem that we can boaft, and whic ?:
A B0 AT -\.." e : g 1 e
WeE {'.L‘;'uril 'L.:, anda i_-‘:._,iﬂ“:.'.z WOUJIO Williln l:}r 1 :CI‘..T, LG );1‘13

them as l:ﬂrrt and C:J.I ; as we can.

The fcc011d poem 2, entitled, Ferfes on the Death of
Dr. SwirrT, occafioned by reading a Maxim in Rocup-
FOUCAULT, is a moft pointed piece of f:

of the Dean’s poems have more wit ; nor are any of them
more fevere. . In it he has fummoned tog%ther his whole
powers of fatyr and },1 iy ey
legacy of anger and difappointment ;. butas the two lal

dfhd

lines
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lines # are grammatically incorre&, and as they were noe

inferted in the firft edition pablifhed at Londsn, I cannot
tell how they bave creptinto a poem; that is otherwife

as exactly polifhed as any of Swirr’s niceft compofis
tions.

‘The remaining pieces in this volume are neither wor=
thy of Swirt’s pen, nor of your perufal.  Many of
them are fpurious, and many more are trifling, and in
every refpedt improper for the public view: fo that
what was once ludicronily faid upon a different occafion,
may be apphed not only to the laft volume, but indeed ta

-fcsme of the former, as “ they put us in mind of the fa-

f.mous machine in WinsTaNLEY s water-works, where,

‘ out of the fame veflel, the {peGtators were prefented

¢ with tea, coffee, chocolate, champaigne, and four
¢ {mall beer.”

I am, my dear Son,
Your truly affeltionate Father,

: ORRERY.
b 2 v A i My 0o 0 oy, ol B 0 : e
PRGT PP RPRRRRPPRLRLe0eD

LETT ER XXIIL

E have now gone through Favikner’s edition of
Swirt’s works; butthere are flill remaining three of

* That kingdom be hath left his debtor,
d wifhs it foon may have a better,

his
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