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AND WRITINGS OF Dz, SWIFT. 179

preflions were often {o full of humour and farcalm, that,
to this day, they are recorded as pieces of wit. Such
was the famous reply of Arcuy to King JAMES the firfts
when his Majefty, amidft all his wildom, was {ufficiently
infpired with folly, to {end his only fon into Spain. But,
fools at prefent are no longer admired in courts, or, if
they are, they appear there without their cap and bells.

And now, my dear Hamirtown, to quit refleCti-
ons, that tend in general rather to terrify, than
to improve your anderftanding, let me obferve, in
honour of my friend SwiIFT, that his eftablithment of an
hofpital for idiots and lanatics, is remarkably generous:
as the unhappy perfons, who receive the benefit, muft,
for ever, remain infenfible of their benefaétor.

I am your affectionate Father,

ORRERY.
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L ETTER XXII

I B Direftions to Servants; which is the tra&t imme-
diately following Swirt’s Wil 1s imperfe&t and
anfinifhed. The editor tells us, thata preface and a de-
dication were to have been added to it. I think it was
not publifhed till after the Dean’s death ; but I remem-
bet the manufcript handed about, and much applauded,
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180  REMARKS ON THE LIFE

in his lifetime, T'0 fay the moft that'can be offered i1
its favour, ‘the'traé&t is written in'fo facetious a kind of
low humou¥, that it muft pleafe many readers: nor sk
without fome degree of merit, ‘by pointing out with an
amazing exatnefs '(and ‘what in a lefs trivial cale'muft
have been called judgment) the faults, ‘blunders, tricks,
lyes;and various knaveries, of domeftic fervants. How
much time mult have been employed in putting together
fuch a work? What an thtenfenefs of thought muft have
been beflowed upon the loweft; and moftflavifh feenes

of life? It is one of thofe compofitions, ‘that the utmoft
firength of wit can {carce fuftain from finking. A man

of Swirt’s exalted genius, ‘ought conltantly to have
foared into higher regions. He ought to have looked
upon perfons of inferior abilities; “as children, whom na-
ture had appointed him to inftru&, encourage, and im-
prove, Superior talents feem to have been intended by
Providence as public benefits, and the perfon, who pef-
fefles fuch bleflings, is certainly anfwerable to Heaven for
thole endowments, which he enjoys above the reft of
mankind. Let him jeft with dignity, and let him be iro-
nical upon ufeful fubjeéts : leaving poor flaves to Abeat
their porridge, or drink their fmall beer, in fach veflels as
they fhall find proper . “The Dean, it feems, had not
tﬁhis way of thjn‘king ; .zmd having I‘:cmg indulged: his paf-
fions, at laft perhaps miftook them for his duty. The mif-
take, my dear Hamivron, is neither extraordinary ner
furprifing. In pointeof religion it has carried men into

* See Vol. VIII, pages3.
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AND: WRITINGS OF Dro SWIFT, 181
great extravagancies ; in thofe of morality, into no lefs;
but in politics, into the greateft of all. Our inclinations
foapt to hurry us into inconfiderate ations, that we
:

re afterwards inc ?'-cd to flatter ourfelves they are right,
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only becaufe they have proceeded from our own thoughis
and direétions. Thus Swirr, when he had once efla-
blifhed the rule of Piwe Iz bagarelle, was Tefolved to pur-

fue it at all hazards. I wifh his ti:o'.ia'?_:ts had taken an-

other turn, . The lower clafles of mankind pafs on un-

noticed ; the great c*my are cenfured. They ougit to
be Pcll'LlCUl"ll}V attentive to every flep they take. 'I he
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Dean of St. PaTrick’s {hould have known nl"fﬁdu, das
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mcmuuua‘, that Lmos and pricfts are extremely liable to
be cenfured. Poor Swirt! whydid he fink below him-
If before he was deprived of reafon ? Forgive him that

error, my HamiLTon, and draw a veil of oblivion over

certain cxcrca'{;cnc%cs of wit and humour, you will then
admire him, 2s an honour to the public, and a fcourge

to all t
Three pamphlets, relating to Jreland, fucceffively fol-
low the }_'.‘r.f';s-c-t;. fons to Seruants. f‘hc firlt is entitled, Rea-
Jons buv ' fered to the Parkament of Ireland, for repeal-
inl Teff in favour of the Catholics & The

he knaves and fools thi% time.
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Tythe of Hemp, Flaxy; Gc. by @ Modus : "Fhe third, Some
fﬂr?f-’-'.—‘-r Ll.fhr'.f egainft the Bill for fe ttling the Tythe qf‘
Hemp, Flax, &c. The fubjett-matter of thefe pamph-
phlets m ’zy p:rha*za be little worth your confideration?
but their ftyle will always command your attention.
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