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duty which is owing from one man to another. -A clearer
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fimple, nervous, and intelligible.  The threads of each
argument are clofely conneéted, and logically purfued :
but in places where the Dean has the leag opportunity
to introduce political maxims, or to dartan arrow at the
condudt of princes, he never fails to indulge himfelf in
his ufual manner of thinking, as you will judge from
the following quotations: * 4 «wi/z man, {ays Dr, SwirT,
¥ awbo doth not affift aith bis counfels 5 @ great man awith
4 bis proteBion ; a richman avith his bounty and charity ;
* and a poor man wwith bis lakour 3 are perfect nuifances in
*“.a comm nwealth, Neither is any condition of fif# more
“ bonourable in the Sight of Gob than another 3 y;’é;‘r-‘u:{;‘}
“ he world be a vefpeller of perfons, avhich he affurett us

“he 75 not: for he hark propofed the fame falvation fo

 flations to work it out.  Princes are Loy aith uo more
“ advantages of Srength or avifdom than other men 5 and,
“ by an unbappy education, are ufually more defectivein both

“than

¥ all meny; and hatkh only placed them in different wways or
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the great ff.-ﬂ'.-'_:‘:‘ of heawen, is treated like
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“ ing avedl them ,J wes ) hawve often :;;q;r abominable mini=
¢ Bers and fewards, and thofe gener ally the fvifcj? ta whom
““they entruft the mof) talents ©. Dark as itis, this para-
gr'iph requires no explanation. The author’s natural turn
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f mind breaks forth upon all occafions, and the politi-
cian frequently ontweighs the divine, If the diftates of

fuch a fpirit were capable of forcing their way from the

pu];w?&‘, what a .r-'_;'i.-:-1-'..r_;':_::?, what a confiflent figure, mufk
SwirT have made in the roftrum -at Rome,. or in one of
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‘The next moral efiay, for I can {carce call it a {ermon;

is upon the 'Tr;,-".-f.f.-f;rc;-".' of Confeience : in which the author

inferts {ome very ftriking obfervations upon fuch falfe
notions of henour as are too preval lent in the world. I

am fo far from thinking it a trouble, that I think it 2

p ealure, tG tranfcribe L:, particular pafiage: ¢ ;}-,»_{, alle
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136 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

<4ty call noNoUR.  This word is often made the funsisn
“of anoath; it is rechoned a great commendation 3o be a
 man of fri& bonour ; and it is commonly underffood, that
“ aman of bonour can never be guilty of a bafe adion. This
“ a5 ufually the flyle of mi litary men 5 of perfons awith tiths;
““and of others avkho pretend to birth and quality. It is true
“ indeed, that in antient times it avas univerfally ander-
“ flood, that bonour awas the reward of wirtue ; but if
“ Juch honour as is now-a-days going avilinot permit aman
“ to do a bafe alion, it muft be allowed, there arg wery
“Jexw fuch things as bafe aBlions in nature. No man of
“ bomoury: as that word is ufually underflood, did ever pre-
“ tend, that his honour obliged him to be chafle or tempes
“rate 5 to pay bis creditors 5 to be ufeful to bis country; to
“ do good tomankind ; to endeavour to be wife or learned ; %
“ regard bis word, bis promife, or bis oath ; or if be hath
“any of thefe virtues, they awere never learned in the
¢ catechifm of honour; which contains but tevo precepts,
¥ the punitual payment of debts contraled at play, and the
“ right underflanding the feweral degrees of an affront, in
¥ order to revenge it by the death of an adverfary 3.7

The third difcour{e npon The Trinity is indeed a’ fer-
mon, and one of the beft in its kind. Dr. SwirT feems
not.to have made fuch a plan his voluntary choice, nor
to have built, /zo ex motu, upon {uch a bafis ®; but he

2 Page 228.

P In the beginning of his {ermon, he lets us know, that
he preached it on Trinity Sunday, a day on which all the
clergy think themfelves confined to this theme, .

as
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has completed the fuperflructure in a moft mafterly man-
ner: the materials anfwer the dignity of the edifice, and
the artificer may affume great honour, upon the comple=
tion of fo noble, fo fimple, and fo ufeful a pile. The
myflerious parts of our religion are apt to have dread-
ful effe@s upon weak minds. The general comments
upon the facred writings, and the feveral fermons upon
the moft abftrufe points of feripture, are too often com-
pofed in the gloomy ftyle. Damnation, eternal damna-
tion, is placed with all its horror before our eyes; and
we are {o terrified at the profpe&, that fear makes us
imagine, we can comprehend myiteries, which, on this
fide of the grave, muft be for ever denied to our limited
underftandings. Swirt has taken the fafell, and the
properet method of expounding thefe arcana. He ad-
vances every pofition that can be eftablifhed upon fo in-
{:ompre'.:.c.nﬁ'“.lc a {fubjet. He fuftains the helief, avows
the dolrine, and adapts the matter of faith as well
as poflible to the human capacity. - His manner of rea-
foning is mafterly, and his arguments are nervous; par-
ticularly where he fays, € It is bighly probable, that if
« Gobo fhould pleafe to reveal unto us this great myfiery of
< the Trinity, gt fome other myfleries 19 our f;a{'}‘ religion, ae
< ould not be able to underfland them, uniefs he avould at
“ the fame time think fit ta beflow on us fome new Powers
“ or faculties of the mind, avbich awe want at prefent, and
§€ are ?':;ﬁ';'fved to the day of refurredtion to life cternal 2.0
But, my Hawy, you muft be weary of quotations. Iz

f
2 Page 246.
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188 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
will make no more: and in excufe of thofe alread ly made,
I can only effer, that in comments upon original au-

L

thors, quotations dre often the beft, and perhaps the only

explanations that can fully anfwer the end propofed. I

¢+ ¢ha WAl i ek e A —
mean, that the or él’-c‘.. 1ping 1s 10 vola latile o e tito-ad-
mit of the leaflt transfufion, In OTd1IDArY ¢ -.i-_uI:‘-_'s::ilf.iOi'iS,

the effence may be cxt;'aiitcd, and the fubtileff parts di-

ftilled : but Swrrr’s {fermons a}‘}i“r"ﬂred a chymical pre-
paratlon of fo extraordina ary, and '-J:llf:t:';;-.ing a nature,
that I was refolved tofend you as much of the mthereal
fpirit, as might be {2 "‘ly {.‘0“1*‘:-:;'(:;1 by the pott.

I fhall take no notice of a fourth {ermon, asit is evi-
dently not compofed by the Dean 2 but I find, hat I
have omitted to mention two poecms of

humour. They are previous to the {fermons. The Frﬁ b

rreat ‘-‘w’lL

was artfully publithed by Dr, Swirr in a manner {o dif-

ferent {rom thofe rules of poetry to which he confined
himfelf, that he hoped the public might miftake it for a
fpurious, or incorret copy ftolen by memory from his
original poem. He took great pleafure in this fuppofi-
tion : and T believe it anfivered his expefiation. One of
his firicteft rules in poetry was to avoid friplets. "Wha
can have given rife to fo nice a peculiarity, is difficult to
determine. It mightbe owing only to a fingular turn of
thinking ; but t‘ﬂc reafon which he pu bm:iy afligned
feemed not fo much againft the practice itfelf, as againtt

L]

The difficalty of knowing one’s filf, p. 23 5.
® The Life and Genuine Charalicr of the R verend Dr,
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