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188 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
will make no more: and in excufe of thofe alread ly made,
I can only effer, that in comments upon original au-

L

thors, quotations dre often the beft, and perhaps the only

explanations that can fully anfwer the end propofed. I

¢+ ¢ha WAl i ek e A —
mean, that the or él’-c‘.. 1ping 1s 10 vola latile o e tito-ad-
mit of the leaflt transfufion, In OTd1IDArY ¢ -.i-_uI:‘-_'s::ilf.iOi'iS,

the effence may be cxt;'aiitcd, and the fubtileff parts di-

ftilled : but Swrrr’s {fermons a}‘}i“r"ﬂred a chymical pre-
paratlon of fo extraordina ary, and '-J:llf:t:';;-.ing a nature,
that I was refolved tofend you as much of the mthereal
fpirit, as might be {2 "‘ly {.‘0“1*‘:-:;'(:;1 by the pott.

I fhall take no notice of a fourth {ermon, asit is evi-
dently not compofed by the Dean 2 but I find, hat I
have omitted to mention two poecms of

humour. They are previous to the {fermons. The Frﬁ b

rreat ‘-‘w’lL

was artfully publithed by Dr, Swirr in a manner {o dif-

ferent {rom thofe rules of poetry to which he confined
himfelf, that he hoped the public might miftake it for a
fpurious, or incorret copy ftolen by memory from his
original poem. He took great pleafure in this fuppofi-
tion : and T believe it anfivered his expefiation. One of
his firicteft rules in poetry was to avoid friplets. "Wha
can have given rife to fo nice a peculiarity, is difficult to
determine. It mightbe owing only to a fingular turn of
thinking ; but t‘ﬂc reafon which he pu bm:iy afligned
feemed not fo much againft the practice itfelf, as againtt
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The difficalty of knowing one’s filf, p. 23 5.
® The Life and Genuine Charalicr of the R verend Dr,
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr.SWIFT. 18

the poets who indu loed them{elves in that manner of writ-

3 1\. a " . : 1B T o G e e T

ing. “ A cuftos .L,ccmdmg to the Dean’s opinion) intro-

i e o M (PR . X . o FISET, B Jos B s
duced by lazinef: continued by 1gnorance, and eitabliin-

-

“ed by'falfe tafte,” '\ Vith deference to fo greata eritic, it
1s a cuftom, that has frequently been purfued with remark-

able fuccefs. Mr. Drypen aboundsin triplets; and in fome
of his moft elegant poems, the. third c:{;::ch'di“-g verfe
forms L.m fineft climax inthe wholepiece. Mr. WaLLER,

1
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the father ofall fl ud».’q"f‘f} etry, hasgenerally refery mf the
S R ; TSN e .
niceit }Jr}mt of wit to his u:i.ux,.lttj line : and upon an 1m-
partial ‘enquiry, it is almoft to'be queftioned, whether, in
ABRT e L  baknee — W hiis ihelabialds o A e e T
._‘:"1.).114-;’ '._'_‘..Lu,h'_\_:‘_,_ LHIS 'LL’_‘Z!J!:“;\.L'-.'L'.L, Lr1pi€c Inay -not 3_L‘d

greater beauty to a poetical compofition, than a ny other
circumftance.  T'o be confined, on‘any terms, by the
links of rhyme, is of great difadvantage to our E inglifl

#lhat T
poetry. The fineft poem that we can boaft, and whic ?:
A B0 AT -\.." e : g 1 e
WeE {'.L‘;'uril 'L.:, anda i_-‘:._,iﬂ“:.'.z WOUJIO Williln l:}r 1 :CI‘..T, LG );1‘13

them as l:ﬂrrt and C:J.I ; as we can.

The fcc011d poem 2, entitled, Ferfes on the Death of
Dr. SwirrT, occafioned by reading a Maxim in Rocup-
FOUCAULT, is a moft pointed piece of f:

of the Dean’s poems have more wit ; nor are any of them
more fevere. . In it he has fummoned tog%ther his whole
powers of fatyr and },1 iy ey
legacy of anger and difappointment ;. butas the two lal

dfhd

lines
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lines # are grammatically incorre&, and as they were noe

inferted in the firft edition pablifhed at Londsn, I cannot
tell how they bave creptinto a poem; that is otherwife

as exactly polifhed as any of Swirr’s niceft compofis
tions.

‘The remaining pieces in this volume are neither wor=
thy of Swirt’s pen, nor of your perufal.  Many of
them are fpurious, and many more are trifling, and in
every refpedt improper for the public view: fo that
what was once ludicronily faid upon a different occafion,
may be apphed not only to the laft volume, but indeed ta

-fcsme of the former, as “ they put us in mind of the fa-

f.mous machine in WinsTaNLEY s water-works, where,

‘ out of the fame veflel, the {peGtators were prefented

¢ with tea, coffee, chocolate, champaigne, and four
¢ {mall beer.”

I am, my dear Son,
Your truly affeltionate Father,

: ORRERY.
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E have now gone through Favikner’s edition of
Swirt’s works; butthere are flill remaining three of

* That kingdom be hath left his debtor,
d wifhs it foon may have a better,

his
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