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fpo REMARKS ON THE LIFE
lines a are grammatically incorreft , and as they were not
inferted in the firft edition publifhed,at Louden, I cannot
tell how they have crept into a poem, that is otherwife
as exaclly polifaed as any of Swift ' s nicell compofi-
tions.

The remaining pieces in this volume are neither wor¬
thy of Swift 's pen, nor of yoar peruial . Many of
them are fpurious, and many more are trifling, and in
every refpeft improper for the public view : fo that
what was ence ludicroufly faid upon a different occafion,
may be applied not only to the laft volume, but indeed to
fome of the former, as " they put us in mind of the fa-
" .mous machine in Winstanley 's water-works, where,
" out of the fame vefl'el, the fpeftators were prefented
" with tea, coffee, chocolate, champaigne , and four
" fmall beer."

/ am, my dear Son,
Tour truly ajfeBionate father , .

ORRERY.

^ €*# §# # €*# # # # €*̂ M *# # # C*## # ^

LETTER XXIII.
\Thave now gone through Faulkner 's edition of
» » Swift 's works ; but there are ftill remaining three of

* That kingdom he hath left his debtor.
I ixiJJj it foon may haue a better,

his
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bis pieces, The Tale of a Tub, the Battle of the Booh in
St . fames 's Library, and The Fragment, which, althoughnot abfoktely owned by the Dean, aut Erafmi funt autDiaboli . »

The firft of thefe, The Tale of a Tub, has made much
noife in the world. It was one of .Swift 's earlieft per¬formances, and has never been excelled in wit and fpirjtby his own, or any other pen. The cenfures that arcpafled upon it, are various. The moft material of whichwere fuch as reflected upon Dr . Swift , in the characteref a clergyman, and a Chriftian. It has been one of the
misfortunes attending Chriftianity, that many of herfons, from a miftaken filial piety, have indulged them-felves in too retrained , and. too melancholy a way of
thinking . Can we wonder then, if a 'book, compofedwith all the force of wit and humour in derifion of fa-
cerdotal tyranny , in ridicule of grave hypocrify, arid
m contempt of phlegmatic ftiffrrefs, mould be wilfullymifconftrued by fome perfons, and ignorantly miftakenby others, as a farcafm and reflection upon the vvhofe
Chriftian Church ? Swift 's ungovernable fpirit of ironyhas fometimes carried him into very unwarrantable flightsof wit. I have remarked fuch paflages with a moft un¬
willing eye. But, let my afteftions of friendthip havebeen ever fo great,- my paternal affe&ion is ftill greater :and I will purfue candour, even with an aching heart,when the purfuit of it may tend to your advantage orinftruction . In the ftyle of truth therefore, I muft ftill
look upon The Tale of a Tub, as no intendedinfult againfl;Chriftianity ; but as a fatyr againfl the wild errors of

th«
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the church of Rome, the How and incomplete reform-
ation of the Lutherans , and the abfurd and affected zeal
of the Prefbyterians. In the character of Peter , we fee
the pope, feated on his pontifical throne, and adorned
with his triple crown. In the picture of Martin , we
view Luther , and the firft reformers : and in the re-
prefentaaon of Jack , we fee John Calvin and his
difciples. The author 's arrows are chiefly directed againft
Peter and Jack . To Martin , he fliews all the in¬
dulgence that the laws of allegory will permit.

The actions of Peter are thea &ions of a man intoxi¬
cated with pride, power , rage, tyranny , and felf-conceit.
Thefe paflions are placed in the molt ridiculous light:
and the effefls of them produce to us the tenets and
doclrines of papal Rome, fuch as purgatory , penance,
images, indulgences, auricular cpnfeffion, tranfubftantia-
tion, and thofe dreadful monfters, the pontifical bull?,
which, according to this ludicrous author , derived their
origin from the famous bulls of Colchos , defcrjbed by
Ovid.

Terrihiles 'vultus, pr&fixcque cornua ferro ;
Puluercumque fclum pede pĵ fawere bifulcoj
Fumifcifque locum mugitibu; imple<vere 3.

" But Lord Peter 's bulls , fays The Tale of a Tub,
" were extremely vitiated by time in the metal of their
"feet , ivhich, from brass , <was?iovj degenerated into
" commonlead . However, the terrible roaring peculiar

» Ovid Metam . Lib . VII . ver. 112.
** t»
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" to their lineage was preferred, as like-njife that faculty

*c of breathing out jire at their nojlrils.^ Thefe pafl-

ages, and many others, no doubt, mult be conflrued as

antichriftian by the church of Rome. When the chief

minifter, and his minions, are expofed, the keener the

fatyr , the more liable is it to be interpreted into high

treafon againft the king.
In the character of Jack , a fet of people were

alarmed, who are eafily offended, and who can fcarce

bear the chearfulnefs of a fmile. In their dictionrry,

wit is only another name for wickednefs : and the purer

or more excellent the wit, the greater and more impious

the abomination. However wide therefore the difference

of Peter and Jack might have been in faihioning their

.coats, the two brothers moil fincerely agreed in their

hatred of an adverfary fo powerful as this anonymous

author . They fpared no unmannerly reflections upon

his character. They had recourfe to every kind of abufe

that could reach him. And fometimes it was the work

of Swift , and his companions : fometimes not a fyl-

lable of it was his work ; it was the work of one of his

uncle's fons, a clergyman : and fometimes it was the

work of a perfon, who was to be namelefs. Each of

thefe malicious conjectures reigned in its turn ; and you

will find, my Hamilton , that bold affertions, however

falfe, -almoft conftantly meet with fuccefs; a kind of

tribmph , that would appear one of the fevereft inftitutes

of fate, if time, and truth , did not foon obliterate att

marks of the vi&ory.

$ Th«
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The critkifms of the Martinifts (whom we may fup*

pofe the members of the church of England ) were , it is
to be hoped , more candid : for Martin, - as I havejuft
now hinted , is treated with a mush lefs degree of far-
cafm than the other two brothers . What relates to him

is fo fhort , that I will venture to tranfcribe it . " 'they
" both [Luther and Calvin ] £< unanhmoufly entered upon
" this great work [The Reformation ] , lookingfome-
" times on their coats , andfometimes on the will . Mar-

TIN laid tf)£ firjl hand ; at one twitch brought off a
" large handful of points ; and , with a fecond pulf,
' ' ftript away ten dozen yards of fringe . But , when he
** had gone thus far , he demurred a while : he knew
" toy well , there yet remained a great deal more to he
" done : however , the frjl heat being over , his 'violence
" began to coot, and he refolded to proceed ' more mode-
" ratcly in the reft of the work ; having already very
" narrowly efcaped a fwinging refit in pulling of the
" points , which , being, tagged with silver (as-
*' we have obferved before} , the judicious workman had,.
" with much fagacity , doulle -fown to preferve them from
" falling ". Refolving therefore to rid his coat of a huge
" quantity of GOLD LACE, he picked up the fitches with
" much caution , and diligently gleaned out all the loofe
" threads as bt went ; which proved to be a work of time,
" Then he fell about the embroidered Indian figures of
" men, women , and children ; againft vjhich , as you have
'•' heard in its due place , their father 's teftamcnt was ex-
" tremely exacl and fevere . Thefe , with much dexterity,
** and application , vjere y "ficr a while , quite eradicated,,

.0 " o»



AND WRITINGS OF Dr .SWIFT. 195
" or utterly defaced . For the reft , where be obferved the

" embroidery to be workedfo clofe, as not to be got away

" without damaging the cloth , or where it fewed to hide

" or ftrengthen any flaw in the body of the coat, contracled

" by the perpetual tampering of workmen upon it ; he con-

" eluded, the wifeft cowfe was to let it remain , refolding

" in no cafe whatfocver , that the fubftance of the fluff

" fhouldfuffer injury , which he thought the beft methodfor

" ferwng the true intent and meaning of his father 's

" WILL. And this is the neareji account I have been able

" to collet! o/"Mar .tinV proceedings upn this great r.mio-
" lution ."

The church of England can fcarce be angry at fuch a

favourable account of Luther . : efpecially as we have

fince reformed from Luther himfelf , and , fo far as our

judgments can teach us , have reftored our habits ftill

nearer to the original falhion , which they bore at the

perfection of the Teftament . The beft , and , what is more

extraordinary , the mod ferious apology , that can be made

for the author , was written by himfelf , and is dated

June 3, 1709 ; from which time , it has been constantly

printed in a prefatory manner to the work itfelf . In

this apology , Dr . Swift candidly acknowledges , that

" There are J ever al youthful fallies , which ,from the grave

" and the wife , may deferme a rebuke ." And further

adds , that " He will forfeit his life , if any one opinion

" can fairly be deduced from the hook, which is contrary

" to religion or morality . "
The dedication to Prince Poflerity will pleafe ydu _;

nor will you be lefs entertained by the feveral digrefjions
O z which
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which are written in ridicule of bad critics , dull com¬
mentators , and the whole fraternity of Grub -ftreet phi-
lofophers . The Introduction abounds with wit and hu¬

mour : but the author never lofes the leaft opportunity
of venting his keeneft fatyr againft Mr . Dryden , and
confequently loads with infults the greateft , although the
leali profperous , of our Englifti poets . Vet who can
avoid , fniiling , when he finds the Hind and Panther men¬

tioned as a complete alfirac 'l o/Jixtcen thoufandfehoolmen,

and whenJToMMY Potts is fuppofed written by the fame
hand , as a fupflement to the firmer <work ? I am willing
to imagine , that Dryden , in fome manner or other,
had oitended my friend Dr . Swift , who , otherwife , I
hope , would have been more indulgent to the errors of
a man oppreffed by poverty , driven on by party , and
bewildered by religion.

But although our fatyrical author , now -and -then,
may have indulged himfelf in fome perfonal animofities,
or may have taken freedoms not fo perfectly confiftent
with that folemn decency , which is required from a
clergyman ; yet , throughout the whole piece , there is
a vein of ridicule and good humour , that laughs pe¬
dantry and affectation into the loweft degree of contempt,
and expofes the character of Peter and Jack in fuch a
manner , as never will be forgiven , and never can be
anfwered.

The Battle of the Booh took its rife from the contro-
verfy between Sir William Temple and Mr . Wotton:
a controverfy which made much noife , and employed
many pens , towards the latter end of the lait century.

This



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT . 197
This humorous treatife is drawn up in an heroic comic

ftyle, in which Swift , with great wit and fpirit, gives

the victory to the former. The general plan is excellent;

but particular parts are defective. The frequent chafms

puzzle and interrupt the narrative : they neither convey

any latent ideas, nor point out any diftant or occult far-

cafms. Some characters are barely touched upon, which

might have been extended ; others are enlarged, which

might have been contracted. The name of Horace is

fcarce inferted, and Virgil is introduced only for an

opportunity of comparing his tranflator Dryden , to the

Lady in a Lobfier: to a Moufe undera Canopy of State •

and to afirinjelled Beau *wzthin the Pentbou/e of a full -bot¬

tomed Pariuiig . Thefe fim.ili.es carry the true ftamp of

ridicule : but rancour muft be very prevalent in the heart

of an author , who could overlook the merits of Dry-

den ; many of whofe dedications and prefaces are as fine

compofnions, and as juft pieces of criticifm, as any irr,our

language. The tranflation of Virgil was a work of

hafte and indigence : Dryden was equal to the under¬

taking , but unfortunate during the conduct of it.
And now, as I have mentioned Virgil , and as I in¬

dulge myfelf in an unlimited manner ofexpreffing to you

my thoughts, I muft plead that kind of habit for infert-

ing a conjecture, which, perhaps, is purely chimerical,

but which, in the purfuit of it , has given me no fmali

degree of pleafure, as the motive tends to vindicate one

of your favourite poets from the cenfure of ingratitude.
The critics have been juftly furprifed, thatV iRGit,

fcems entirely to have neglected Horace , when it is
O 3 evident,
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evident, that Horace takes frequent occafions of ex-
preffing the greateft tendernefs, efteem, and gratitude,
for Virgil . They have endeavoured to account for
this neglect, by fuppofmg, thatfome of Virgil 's poems
have been loft ; otherwife, who could imagine, that the
author of the iEneid ihould have pa-fled over in filence
the name of fo excellent, and fo eftimable a friend ? In
the Greek and Roman writers it is not to be doubted,
that there are many expreffions, which, at the time when
written , were evident marks to diftinguifh particular
characters . Thefe , by the courfe of years, are now ren.
dered doubtful and obfcure. Horace ' s Glyconwas al¬
ways taken for a gladiator , till at the bottom of the ftatue
of the Hercules Farnese an old infcription was dis¬
covered, that {hews it was fo called from the name of
the famous fculptor who made it . Many paflages in
Mr . Pope ' s poems, which are now eafily explained, mays
in a few centuries, become entirely unintelligible , and
(exeufe the improbability of the circumftance) when it is
no longer remembered that he lived at Ituitnam , he
will no longer be known for the Swan ofThatnes.

Virgil , in his Eclogues, celebrates Pollio , Varus,
and Gallus , and he dedicates his Georgics to Mecs>
kas : but in the iEneid , he could not introduce any of
his cotemporaries, except by feigned names : and even
then, the connexion of the fable muft be preferved, and
{bme poetical differences muft be allowed. Such a con-
duel has induced fome of the commentators to affix vari.
ous names to particular characters in the iEneid . They
have mentiojied Marius , Pompey , Curio , and others;

but
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but their hints and lketches have been imperfect, and

-written at random.
Bifhop Atterbury is more explicit. That learned

prelate, in all the elegance and delicacy, of criticifrrj
illuftrates the paflage relating to I apis , and fixes to it
the name and character of Antonius Musa , an emi¬

nent phyfician, and polite fcholar, at Rome. The Barry a

of his day.
From thefe attempts , I have been encouraged to

fearch for the character of Horacb ; and inftead of an

imperfeft pifture , I hope, I ihall be able to point out a

very remarkable likenefs in the following lines.

El amicum Cretca mufis,

Cretea mufarum comitem, cui carmina femper
Et cithara cordi, numerofque intendere nermis ;

Semper equos, at que arma <virum, pugnafque sanehat.

Anode in Horace , which appears, by the mention of

Tiridates , to have been written at the fame time with

the feventh book of Virgil , bears a very finking re-

femblance to fome part of this quotation . You remem¬

ber

Mufis amicus trifiitiam et metus
Iradam proteruis in mare Creticum

Portare uentis.

The Mufis amicus was, in all probability , a fynony-
Bious name of Horace , by which he was then diibn-

* Dr . Edward Barry of Dublin. ,
O 4 guifhed,
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guifhed, and perfectly well known at Rome. Such an ap¬
pellation might be given to him from this gay and fpirit-
ed ode. He begins it, by delivering at once all his cares
and fears to be buried in the Cretan fea. Tibullus
and Anacreon have the fame general fentiment ; but
Horace choofes this particular part of the ocean for the
eternal grave of all his cares. A circumftance which
might occafion Virgil to give him the name of Cre-
teas : and I dare fay, Ham , you will agree with me in
obferving, that Virgil repeats that name with a cer¬
tain tendernefs and efteem, as if he was unwilling to quit
the fubjec\ and as if he could wifh to dwell longer in the
defcription of fo excellent a genius, and fo remarkable a
poet.

But the line,

Et citharts cordi, xumerofque intend ere nervis,

feerhs dire&ly to point out Horace , and to celebrate
him for his lyric performances. Monsieur Dacier,
in the preface to his Horace , gives an hiftory of the pro-
grefs and decay of lyric poetry . He obferves, that from
the foundation of Rome to the reign of Augustus
CiESAR(a fpace of above feven hundred years) not ona
lyric poet had appeared. Horace was the firft Roman,
who, with a furprifmg natural genius, having ftudied and
acquired the beauty and ftrength of numbers, formed
himfelf upon the Grecian plan, and became the belt La-
tin lyric poet of the Augnftah age, From whence, it

almoft
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almoft evidently appears, that this paffage can only be
adapted to him.

Thus far, without ftraining the explanation of tliefe
lines, I would willingly hope, that the features of Ho¬
race are difcernible. The laft verfe indeed does not
feem to anfwer fo exattly his poetical character.

Semper equos, atque arma <virum, pugnafque canehat.

Let us try, if we cannot banifli the objection, and efta-
blifh a perfett confirmation of the refemblance.

Several of the odes of Horace are remarkably fine in
the warlike ftrain, particularly the ode to Augustus
after the battle of ASium, when the fenate had agreed t0
addrefs folemn hymns to the Emperor in the fame man¬
ner as to the celeftial deities. The ode beginning Ccelo
tonantem, and occasioned by the conqueft over the Bri¬
tons and Perfians, is full of fire. But the addrefs to
Asinius Pollio breathes war and flaughter ftill, in a
more exalted ftrain.

Jam nunc mlnaci murmure cornuum
Perftringis aures : jam litui Jirepunt :

Jam fulgor armorum fugaces
Terret equos, equitumque<vultus.

Monsieur San 'adon obferves, that this ftanza, and
the four which follow it, are written with the greater!
fpirit of lyric poetry . His expreffion is La force de
Paefie lyrique ne va point eu de la.

It is very certain , that Horace was a perfect, matter
of the poetical array of battle, the din of war, and the found

of
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of clarions : or , in the words of Virgil , eqws,atque arma.
•virum , pugnafque canebat . But , notwithftanding his
•powers in that ftyle , he feems conftantly defirous of de¬
clining any long poem , or laboured performance , upon
thefe fubjefts . In his ode beginning Matum ex Metella,
he advifes Asinius Pollio to lay afide all intentions of
writing tragedy , and he farther urges him to complete a
poem upon the civil wars , between Antony and Oc-
-tavius : but he damps this advice , by pointing oat the
jdanger of the theme . He tells PolliOj

Piricttlofee plenum opus alea
'Xradas ; et incedis per ignes

Svppofitos cineri dolofo.

Thus , while he expatiates upon the difficulty of the
undertaking , he fhews himfelf fuperior to the labours
that deter him . As a Poet , we may fee affured he was
equal to the talk : as a politician , we may prefume , he
avoided it . He was unwilling to remind his imperial
matter of a war , in which he had appeared in arms
againft his prince : and in which , the character of Au¬
gustus had not been drftinguifhed with the moll perfeft
jdegree of luftre . Yet , that fuch a kind of work was
expedled from him , may undoubtedly be deduced from
what he fays in one of his odes to Mjec/enas.

Tuque pedejlrilus
Dices lifloriis pralia Ccefaris,

hluanas , melius.
Here
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Here you fee, Horace affigns to his patron Mec/enas

all the laurels that might accrue from a complete poem
upon the wars of Augustus : and in another place, the
poet, with more modefty than jullice , fays,

Cupidum, pater optime, nires
Dcficiunt: neque enim quiilis horrentia pills
.Agmina, nec fracia pereuntes cufpide Gallos,
JLut labentis equo defcribat nulncra Parthi.

Thefe lines are in fuch a drain, as to demor.llrate the
powers of the mufe much lefs deficient than the will.
It is very probable therefore, that , during the time,
while the public expectations were raifed in hopes of
feeing Horace undertake fome poem entirely formed
upon the military plan, Virgil might have compofed
that part of the iEneid from whence I have drawn my
quotation , and might very jultly have given Horace
the charafter of Crete as, not only in confeqaence of
the odes already written , but under a kind of certainty,
of feeing future and more pcrfeft poems in the fame
ftrain. ^

I fubmit to your judgment , whether thefe furmifes
are juft. I really think they bear a great referoblance to
truth . Pofitive affertions on fuch doubtful points, I
leave to more eUablifhed critics : and return from the

civil wars in Italy, to the civil wars in St James 's library.
The two chief heroes among the modern generals, are

Wotton and Benti .ev . Their figures are difplayed
in the moil difadvantageous attitudes. The former is

defcribed,



204 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
defcribed, full of fpleen, dulnefs, and ill manners. The
latcsr is reprefented, tall , without Jhapt or-comelinefs": '
large, without ftrength or proportion. But, I will not
anticipate your future pleafure in reading a performance
that you will probably wiih, longer, and more complete.

The Battle , which is maintained by the antients with
great fuperiority of ftrength, though not of numbers,
ends with the demolition of Bentley and his friend
Wotton by the lance of your grandfather . And here,
my fon, it is not poffible for me to avoid taking notice of
one particular paflage relating to my father. " Boyle,
" fays the author , clad in a fuit of armour, which had
" BEEN GIVEN HIM BY ALL THE CODS , advanced tQ-

" wards the trembling foe, who now fled before him " %
I fhall not difpute about the gift of the armour : but

thus far I will venture to obferve, that the gods never
bellowed celeftial armour, except upon heroes, whofe
courage, and fuperior' ftrength, diftinguifned them from
the reft: of mankind ; whofe merits and abilities were
already confpicuous ,• and who could wield, though
young , the fword of Mars , and adorn it with all the
virtues of Minerva : and let me allure you, my deareft
Hamilton , that your grandfather fuftained the cha¬
racter, which he had fo early acquired, to the lad moment
of his life, and, on many occafions, exerted his abilities
in fuch a manner, as evidently fhewed, that he wanted
neither armour , nor extraordinary afilftance, to add to
his firft vidory fuch fuperior ornaments, as will for ever
be repofited among the brighteft trophies, in the temple
of fame.

But
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Bat before I quit this fubjeft , give me leave to own

how fenfibly I felt the force of an arrow directed from

his hand . The wound , I believe , was not defigned to

be Lifting . It was given in a paffion , and upon an ex¬

traordinary occafion : but afterwards he was fo delirous

to heal it , by a return of the greateil degree of friend-

fhip and affection , that he had direfted the remaining

fear to be entirely erafed , when his unexpected and too

fudden death prevented the completion of his kind in¬

tentions , and the perfeftion of my cure . With difficulty

I furvived the fliock . As it was not in my power to

avoid the fevere decree , I obeyed : and , by my obedi¬

ence , have flattered myfelf , that I fubrnitled to the will

of heaven . However , I have fmce thought , that I

could not offer a more grateful facrifice to his manes,

than by exerting thofe faculties , which he had , at firft,

cultivated with fo much care ; and had depreffed , at

laft , perhaps only to raife them higher . Oh my fon !

how often have I reflefted upon the happinefs of ./Eneas,

in hearing the ghoft of Anchises fay,

Sic cquidem ducelam ammo rehai que futurum,

Ttmpora dinumerans : nec me mea cura fefellit!

The name of my honoured father has infenfibly drawn

me into this digreffion , which , to fpeak the truth , I

look upon as due to his memory , to my own fentiments,

and to your filial tendernefs.
The Fragment , or a Difcourfe concerning the mechanical

t$ (ration of the Spirit , is a fatyr againft enthufiafm , and
thofe
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thofe affected infpirations , which conftantly begin in
folly , and very often end in vice . In this treatife , the
author has revelled in too licentious a vein of farcafm :

many of his ideas are naufeous , fome are indecent , and

others have an irreligious tendency : nor is the piece it-

felf equal in wit and humour either to The Tale of a Tub,

or The Battle of the Books. 1 lhould conftantly choofe

rather to praife , than to arraign , any part of my friend

Swift ' s writings : but in thofe tracts , where he tries to

make us uneafy with ourfelves , and unhappy in our

.prefent exiftence , there , I mult yield him up entirely to
cenfure.

/ am, dear Hamilton,

Your mojl affeQhnate Father,

ORRERY,

t ^ esrŷo ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 0̂ ? Ĉ ^ °P ^ ^ °̂ ^0 ^ ^ ^ ^ 9 '̂ ^P
^ ^ ^ (̂ i ^ c& ÂjctoiAJtW

LETTER XXIV.
"pvR Swift left behind him few manufcripts . Not

one of any confequence , except an account of the

peace of Utrecht , which he called an Hiftory of the four

loft Tears of Queen Anne . The title of an hiftory is too

pompous for fuch a performance . In the hiftorical ftyle,

it wants dignity , and candour : but as a pamphlet , it

will appear the bell defence of Lord Oxford ' s admini-
ftratton,
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