UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

Remarks On The Life and Writings Of Dr. Jonathan Swift,
Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin

Orrery, John Boyle of
London, 1752

The characters of Peter, Jack, and Martin.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-49109

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-49109

192 REMARKS ON THE LIFE

the charch of Rome, the flow and inco“.phtﬂ reform-
ation of the Lutherans, and the abfurd and affefted zed

of the Prefbyterians. In the charaéter of PETER, wefee
the pope, {eated on his pontifical throne, and aderned
with his triple crown. In the pifture of MaRTIN, We
view Lurtner, and the firft 1'311';1'311:‘:1% . and in the re-
préefentation of Jack, we fee Joun Carviw and his
difciples. The author’s arrows are chiefly directed againft
PeErer and Jack. To MarTiN, he Glms all the in-
dulgence that the laws of allegory will p"rmlt.

The actions-of PETER are thc aftions of 2 man intoxi-
cated with pride, power, rage, tyranny, and felf-conceit.
Thele paflions are placed in the moii: ridiculous light :
and the effeéts of them prod to us the tenets and
doétrines of papal Rome, fuch as purgatory, penance,
flion, tranfubftantia-
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] e e PRl i
CE, :i‘;uaL’EJ‘cf_;‘-ft?ESg auricular confell
y

tion, and thofe dreadful n‘ea‘-lﬂ-.:r;s, the pontifical bulls,
which, ac Ohalm.., to this ludicrons author, derived their
origin from the famo :baﬂr of Corcuos, defcribed by

Ovip,

g T r i s ' ] .

Tervibiles wnltus, prefixcque cornua ferro ;

Pulvereungue folum { M’[ :;W ‘acvere bifulcos

Fumiif: c,:fr; ve loctim Mf!; L3 ”"z were 2.

¢« But Lorp Perer’s urLs, fays The Tale of o Tub,
¢ quere cxtremely witiated by time in the metal of their
¢ feet, avhich, from: BRASS, avas now degenerated “into
. common LEAD. Hoavewer, the terrible 7oaring peculiar

3 Ovip Metam, Lib. VII. ver. 112.
111 f?
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 193

§¢. 3o their lincage was preferved, as likeawife that faculty
< of BREATHING out fire at their noftrils” Thefe pafl-
ages, and many others, no doubt, muit be conflrued as
antichriftian by the church of Rome. When the chief
minifter, and his minions, are expofed, the keener the
fatyr, ‘the more liable is it to be interpreted into high
treafon againft the king.

In the charafter of Jack, a {et of people were
slarmed, who are eafily offended, and who can fcarce
bear the chearfulnefs of a {mile. In their diftionrry,
wit is only another name for wickednefs : and the purer
or more excellent the wit, the greater and more impious
the gbomination. However wide therefore the difference
of Perer and Jack might have been in fafhioning their
coats, the two brothers moft fincercly agreed in their
hatred of an adverfary fo powerful as this anonymous
{pared mo unmannerly tefleftions upon

author. They
ecourfe to every kind of abufe

his charatter. They had r
that could reach him. And fometimes it was the work
of Swirt, and his com panions : fometimeés not a2 fyl-
lable of it was his work ; it was the work of one ¢f his
uncle’s fons, a clergyman : and fometimes it was the
work of a perfon, who was 0 be namelefs. Each of
thefe malicious conjectures reigned in its turn ; and you
‘will find, my HaMILTON,; ¢hat bold affertions, however
falfe, -almoft conftantly meet with fuccefs; a kind of
ould appear one of the fevereft infotutes

tribmph,- that wo
of fate, if time, and truth, did not foon obliterate alh

marks of the vittory.
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The criticifms - of .the Martinifts (whom we may fup-

pofe the.members of the church of England ). were,-it s
to be hoped, more candid : for Mar7 1w, as I have juft
now hinted, is treated with a mueh lefs degree of far-
cafm than the other two brothers. What relates to him
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fo-fhort, that I will venture to tranfcribe it. - ¢ Zhegj
both [ Lutner and CaLvin] % ananimoufly entered upon
this great awork [THE REFORMATION], looking fome-
Fimes on their coatsy and fometimes on the winn, ~Mag-
TIN Jaid the firf} -hand 5 at one tavitch brought off &

large bandful of POINTS; and, aith a [econd pulf, -

fiript away ten dozen pards of ¥RINGE. But, when be
bad gone thus far, bhe demurred @ while: he knew
very avell, there yef remained a great deal more to be
done : howewver, the firfl beat being over, bis wiolence
began to cool, and he refolved to proceed more hode-
rately in the reft of the avork 5 having already wvery
narrewly efcaped a fwinging rent in pulling o the
POINTS, awhich, being TAGGED WITH SILVER (aF
ae bave obferwed before), the judicious workman bad,
awilh ?ﬁzifbfﬂﬂ'(*{‘rf}', doy {'u— joon 1o '*’H’\:: ve them Jmm
FALLING. - Refolving therefore to r a’!eu coat of @ buge
quantity of GOLD LACE, be picked up the fzfrfiw with
much cautions and diligently gleaned out all the loofe
threads as be went 5 awbhich proved to be a work of time.
Then be fell about the embroidered INDIAN figures of
e, women, and childven 5 againf! ahich, as you hawe
beard in its due place, their father’s teffament avas ex-
tremely exal and fevere. Thefe, wwith much dexterity
and application, were, “fter a while, quite eradicated,
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 193

or utterly defaced. For the refl, avhere be obfecrved the
embroidery to be avorked fo clofe; as not to be got away
auithout damaging the cloth, or abhere it ferved to bide
or frengthen any flaw in the body of the coat, contralied
by the perpetual ‘tampering of  workmen upon it be con-
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< cluded, the wifeft courfe wwas to let it vémain, refolving

in 7o -cafe whatfoever, that the Subftance of the fluff
Sould fuffer injury, wbich he thought the beft method for
¢ ferving the true intent and meaning of ‘bis father’s
€ winh. . ud this is the neareft account I have been-able
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to colled of NMIARTIN's: proceedings up:n this great vevo-
¢ [ution.”

The church of England can fcarce be angry at fuch a
favourable account of LutaEr : efpecially as we. have
fince reformed from LuTHER himfelf, and, fo far as our
judgments can teach. us, have reftored our Aabits 4lill
nearer to the original fafhion, which they bore at the
perfection of the Teffament. 'The beft, and, what is more
extraordinary, the moft ferious apology, that can be made
for the author, was written by himfelf, and 1s dated
Fune 3, 17093 from which time, it has been conftantly
printed in 2 prefatory marnner to the work itfelf, In
this apology, Dr. SWIFT candidly acknowledges, that
¢¢ Thereare J-';;‘:verﬂf )'Gztf‘f;r::‘ff __f:;;' #es, awhich, from the grave
¢ ond the avife, may deferve @ rebuke”  Aund further
adds, that “ He auill forfeit his life, if any one opinion
‘¢ can fairly be deduced from the book, avhich is contvary
& to religion or moraiity.”

The dedication to Prince Pofferity will pieafe yous

| gor will vou be lefs entertained by the feveral digre/fions
0 2 which
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which are written in .ridicnle of bad critics, dull com-
mentators, -and the whole fraternity of  Grub-ftreer phi-
lofophers.  The Intredusiion: abounds. with wit. and hu-
mour : but the author never lofes the leaft opportunity
gainft Mr. DR¥YDEN, and
confequently loads with infults the greateft, although the

of venting his keeneft fatyr a
-« .

leaft profperous, of out Englith poets, Yeét who .can
avoid fmiling, when he finds the Hind and Panther men-
tioned as.a complete abfiralt of fixteen thoufand fehoolmen,
and when¥Tommy Porrs is fuppofed written by the fame
hand, as a fupplement to the former awork? I am willing
to imagine, that DrypEn, in fome manner or-other,
had offended my friend Dr. SwirT, who, otherwife, I
hope, would have been more indulgent to the: errors of
a man opprefled by poverty; driven .on by party,-and
bewildered by religion.

But although our fatyrical author, now-and-then,
may have indulged himfelf in fome perfonal animofities,
or may have taken freedoms not {o perfettly confiftent
with that folemn decency, which .is required from a
clergyman ; yet, throughout the whole piece, thereis
2 vein of ridicule and good humour, that.laughs. pe-
dantry and affeGation into the loweft degree of contempt,
and expofes the charader of PeTEr and Jack in fuch a
manner, as never will be forgiven, and never can be
anfwered. :

The Battle of the Books took its rife from the contro-
verfy between Sir Wirriam TEmrLE and Mr. WoTTON:
a controverfy which made much noife, and employed

many pens, towards the latter end of the lalt century.
This
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