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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THOMAS LORD LYTTELTON,

BARON OF FRANKLEY , &c.

My Lord,
IT is to your goodnefs, and to that friendfhip with which you

have long honoured me, that I owe feveral of the following
papers , the works of your late excellent father , and my much
relpected uncle ; and I now take the liberty in this public manner
to make you my moft grateful acknowledgements.

When your lordfhip was fo kind as to beftow on me feveral
of the new pieces, you were pleafed to leave it to my difcretion
to felect thofe which I thought moft proper for publication . I
have therefore ventured , on my own feeble judgement , to give
the greater part of them to the world , for the followingreafons::

A a Firft,
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Firft , Becaufe I efteem it an injury done to this country , and

to the many admirers of your noble father , to keep papers

written by his lordfhip , and preferved by him at any period of

his life, locked up in private cabinets.

Secondly , Becaufe almoft every line of thefe tradts conveys the

moft ufeful . initru &ions and admonitions to. mankind , and are

calculated to aid the great caufes of public and private 1 virtue.

If it mould be afked, Why I chofe to pubrHh the juvenile

letters of his lordfhip , written during his travels through France

and Italy ? Perhaps ît would befufEcient to anfwer, Becaufe they

are replete with profitable and entertaining accounts of the po¬

litical tranfactions of thofe times , together with the moft fenfible

and pertinent , remarks on,the .ftate of Europe at that period;

but I fhall further add , that I have ftronger and more weighty

reafons for their publication , not only becaufe they are the pro¬

duce of the beft of heads, but becaufe they are effufions from,

tke beft of hearts ', and becaufe they are the early and wonderful:

proofs of his generofity , piety , and above all his filial reverence ;

and may be juftly deemed the firft ebullitions of virtues, which,

being afterwards matured by age and experience , extended their

beneficent influence over mankind in general , and were more

immediately felt by the inhabitants of this free country.

I muft now beg leave to affure your lordfhip , that it is my

defire that this work may not only give fatisfa&ion to the pub-

lick , but alfo be honoured with your lordmip 's particular appro¬

bation . I am proud to confefs that I have ever had thehigheft

veneration for your refined tafte, found judgement , and ripened

abilities ; and , at the fame time , permit me to add my moft ar¬

dent wifhes that thefe great talents , which are certainly equal
to
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to thofe your father poflefted, may , like his, be exerted with
indefatigable zeal in the fervice of your country ; and that , like
him , your lordfhip may hereafter prove a mining ornament of
the fenate , and one of the firmed pillars of the conftitution.
— Sed quid verbis opus eft ? Your lordfhip has already foreftalled.
my hopes ; and my wifhes, even at this early period , are nearly
accomplifhed.

I remain,

My Lord,

Your Lordmip 's

Much obliged and

Moft affe&ionate friend,

and

Obedient , humble fervant,

GEORGE EDWARD AYSCOUGH.
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