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TO THE RIGHT HONOURARLE

ARTHUR ONSLOW

SPEAKER of the HOUSE of COMMONS.

S 1R,

“VYHE honour I do myfelf of addrefling thefe remarks to
you, is a proof how confident I am in the partiality of
your friendfhip ; if they have any other claim to your regard,
it isonly from a {pirit of liberty, which, where-ever it appears,
1s always fure of your favour and prote&ion. The f{ubje&t of
them, which is the Life of Cicero, muft be doubly interefting
to you, as he was the moft excellent Orator of all antiquity,
and bore the moft eminent chara&er in the Roman Senate,
while it remained free, and was worthy of that name.

I am, with the moft perfe& refped, and higheft fenfe of your
favours to me,
51 R;

Your moft nbz;g;tL

and moft obedient
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Toar ot 1 E L or. T 'GC"E R"@:

MONG all the celebrated chara&ers in the Roman
Hiftory, there are none more worthy our attention,

than thofe great men who were at the head of the Republick
when fhe was arrived at her higheft degree of power and glory,
and by a natural confequence of exceflive profperity was fallen
into thofe vices and corruptions, which foon after produced a
change of government, and brought her into an infamous
flavery, This revolution was either haftened or delayed ac-
cording as they who had the management of affairs were more
or lefs infeGted with the general depravity: fome there were
who preferved themfelves quite untainted ; who gallantly ftood
in the breach, and ftruggled hard for liberty. Such were
Marcus Cato, Quintus Hortenfius, Quintus Catulus, and
Marcus Brutus; whofe virtues were the more valuable to their
country, becaufe they were exerted at a junéure when the
found herfelf moft in need of their afliftance : with thefe Cicero-
has gcntr:il]}' been phc:d, and if we may take his own word,,

Rome:
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Rome had not a more Jnfpr:'ttzrd p:ﬂriut to boaft of than himfelf:
but. 1 doubt, when we look ftrictly into his condué, we fhall
theirs who really delerve that

often find it very different from
he teltimony of his own

name ; ‘and it will appear even from t
lettess, in which he {poke more naturally and with lefs vanity
than he does in his orations, that his pa'.-h'licl-; chara&er was far
i from being perfects that he a&ed upon many occalions more
' like an ambitious orator than a philoihphicnl republican ; that
his virtues were blended with many wealknefles and_pernicious
and that, notwithftanding his exalted notions of in-
the corruption of the age,
to his private intercfls

failings
tegrity, he fometimes yiclded to t
and facrificed the welfare of his country
and paffions. What makes him the lefs excufable 1s, that none
ever underftood the rules of virtue or faw the beauty of 1t more
than he: his writings are the nobleft leffons of publick honefty,
difintereftednefs, and the love of liberty, that are to be found
in all antiquity : and it is the excellent and almoft divine {pirit
which appears :n thofe books, thatl

\as made the majority of
seaders conclude the author of them to have been in -his QWD
pra&ice, what he takes fo much pains to recommend, and in-
culcates with fuch force of eloquence. And, to do him right,

in many parts of his. adminiftration he was the patriot he de=
{cribes: the Commonwealth had great obligations to him; no
lefs than its prcfcrvati{m at one crifis: but there wanted a ffeadi-

nefs and uniformity in his conduc, which alone could entitle
him to the reputation he was fo defirous of obtaining, and that
has been given him rather by the partiality of learned mien,
than from the fuffrage of hiftorical juftice.

i I {hall endeavour in the following obfervations: to fet his

i 2&ions in their proper light, and, without aggravating or
foftening any thing, confider them as they were dire@ed to the

¢ or prejudice of his country ; in doing which, I fhall

advantag:
dwell only upon fuch circumftances as are important to his
charader,

R i,
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character, pafling by a great number of other fa&s which have
no relation to, my delign.

The firft caufe of moment that he undertook was the de-
fence of Rofcius Amerinus, in which he gained great honour
by his oppofition to Sylla, who was the profecutor, and whofe
power had frightened every body elfe from appearing in his
behalf: fuch a fpirit in a young man at his firft entrance into
publick bufinefs was admired by all the world, and feemed to
promife fomething very extraordinary : but though the danger
of offending the tyrant could not deter him from pleading for
Rofcius, yet he thought it not prudent to expofe himfelf to his
refentment afterwards ; but left Rome, and retired into Greece,
under pretence of travelling for his health, He there applied
himfelf to the ftudy of eloquence ; and having the advantage
of the beft mafters in the world, he made fuch improvements
- it, ‘that when he came to the bar upon his return to Rome,
he foon eclipfed all his competitors, even Hortenfius himfelf,.
who could not fee without unealinefs the fuperiority he was

gaining over him, though they afterwirds became very sood
=3 o L = - B ! . = b
friends ; the conformity of their fentiments upen publick bufi-
nefs, and the interefts of the Commonwealth, having united
is great ability in

them notwithftanding their emulation. Tl ‘
il:cuking could net fail to raife him very high in a government
where every thing was difpofed of by the favour of the people;
and for the firft proof of their good-will towards him, I
fent to Sicily in the office of quzftor, where he béhaved hi
hat

putation as' a magiftrate was not inferiot to that which he had

with fo much juftice, integrity, and moderation, t

L
ebtained before as an orator. To ingratiate himfelf fill fi

with ‘the Sicilians, he
7

TR M -1 0 3 R 4
""lf:_'Ln.l I the Il“]'tll.'u_ Cution (.‘-[ ¥ Crres,
- 1 w - | = _] 1. 1

w

o, f]l'.:irlg his pratoril drawn upon
an univerfal ha
¢r ‘crimes, which were too often committed with inp-

ID10ICnCce,

by his rapacio

and ot
punity by the Roman

2 m

Mot . 1 Tt s d o] i
rnours:: and Verres himfelf, infa-
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mous as' He was, - did not-want the countenance, and pioteétion

oy = 1 | [
of fome of the molt confiderable’ men in Rome, wiho endea-
a reafon ot 1‘ ous LI"JL'OIJ,

voured to fhelter him from fuflice for
1 be nwm, into

becaufe they were unwi .l.,w any €ng uiry: {ho uld
re, in the wuur of - which fo many

offences of that publ: ck nat
h‘,;.nli;.h-.s, were too much

of their friends, and pe rhaps they
of Gicero condemned

involved. But the elo
Verres 1n I.r'.. o r\E' theiroppolition 5 and the Sicilians were {o
. them upon; that, occa-

Jgence and crecit

1'.c.--1ILd with the fervice he had done

|

thar 'they put themfelves: wholly under his pmh,@{;m_
&ion to the end of

{ion,
and continued their cleem and abe

has life.
Soon  after his fuccels n t'l'ni affair, which recommended
him extreamly to the Roman pc ple who were always glad to
4 |2e »
ee maciltrates sralecuted for ma "u'| iltration, he was made
2] |
and having gone through that office with a deferved

Xl
edile; g

app slaufe, he was upanimoully cholen l” tor. . As, that dig-
nity was the fecor d in the Commonwealth, the pﬂi‘ﬂ:ﬂlu]l of

it mme d him with higher l.hfn”‘ml'- .Lr‘l more 151}1111]0 hopes
than ]w‘ had uv'ru*m"u.l sefore: he then began to take {uch
meafures as he judged moft lit kely to contr ibute to his advangce-
ment : and :n_lum. r Was. MOre i .:_*1 ble than any bedy of
affilting him'in that defign, he fought all means, of g'umnnf
tutereils s and with that view F pronounc ced his fa-

2, in which he e 1-_:5&1} forfook

him to his
mous oration  pro Lege Man:
Lis former character of a lover of his country, and became a
principal ‘nftrament of illegal and arbitrary powers As t the part
that ‘Gicero déted in this Bair delerves a very, pa LL]LL.LI con-
fideration;, I (hall fet it in as full a light as peil hl.,, the more,
becaufe Plutarch ‘takes no notice b it, which it is not very
\ eafv to account for, coni fidering his ufual unp'ﬁ'tlr ality.

The ¢xtravagant "irutgr\m of the people, in coi nmitting to
Pompey the: comm nd of the war aganft the pirates, Thad
vefted him *.'ﬂ‘-.‘!l {o exorbitant a power, that it urtterly

deft roy Ecl
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deftroyed the equality eflential to a Commonwealth. His
commiflion gave him an abfolute authority over the whole
length of the Mediterranean as far as Hercules’s pillars, and
along all the coafts of it to the diftance of fifty miles from the
fea: he was impowered to take what money he thought fit
out of the publick treafury without accounting for it, and to
raife as many foldiers and mariners as he judged convenient.
Befides this, he had a liberty of chufing out of the body of
the fenate, fifteen perfons to ferve him as lieutenants, to whom
he afligned their provinces at his own difcretion.  In vain did
the confuls, with moft of the fenators, oppofe this prodigious
authority, fo contrary to the maxims of their government :
their refiftance ferved only to inflame the people, and occafioned
them to add to their decree, that Pompey fhould have power
to fit out five hundred fail of fhips, to raife an army of an
hundred and twenty fix thoufand men, and that he fhould
have twenty four f{fenators and two quailors to obey his
ordérs,

With ‘this force he foon reduced the pirates ; and his viGory
was hardly known at Rome, when Manilius, one of the tri-
bunes of the people, to gratify his infatiable ambition, pro-
pofed the giving him the government of Lucullus and the com-
mand of that general’s army then carrying on the war with
Mithridates, and that he (hould ftl] retain the whole extent of
that authority which had been granted him by the former
decree, thngh the reafons for which it had becn given were
entirelv ceafed. This was nothing lefs than delivering to him
all the forces both by fea and land, and making him abfolute
mafter of the Roman empire : what rendered the favourers of
this decree more inexcufable was, that they had not the leaft
pretence of publick neceflity to juftify the propofing it, as
they feemed to have had in the commiflion they gave him
againft the pirates, who were at that time very formidable ene-
mies : but Lucullus, who commanded in Afia, had overcome

Vor, 1, C Mithridates
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sle of fintfhing
ceeflor, Such

Mithridates in feveral battles, and was as
the war as he whom they :1}1}1&;]4'11‘#.‘:% to be his (.
{ted - to one m where there was o

an "'"ff.".{:_'\'f,_‘ power entru

little accalion for it, :zgl‘-]n;;'u_'_g:-.l to the u » fubveriion
. . i Fi g Fad - i
of the conllitutiony but fuch was their fear ot | :1111'" Vs W hotle

nels was become no lefs terri Lile 1.11 in that of Sylla, that
("m..Lm Catulus and ila‘_:; tenl

two @

. none durit ‘contradict

tha rJu ing of it ane of which was
g :
bevond c].1-rut. the |
< L

x;'-n--.nih and

|H'.L'\'

L11 eo] tlf‘ of the 2
1aps lm would unprefhion if Pomp {\ 3
fadtion, apprehen i orations might have prc

d'.'.(‘l:i"l, had not et u p an abler |".'I' Cr :.I i either af them! to

harangue on their fide of the gue

ftion, Cicero moun

rofirunt, and with an eloquence wort thy of " 4 better caufe, moft

artfully refle@ed on Lucul i |~_', whofe reputation, as \\:.L] as his

authority, was m be made a facrifice to \1L envy of Pompey ;

then he proceec led to defcant upon Pompe y'S charaéter, which
]

he fet oft wit h all the ormaments of rhetori k, attributing to

& whole fucc

s not onl * the African, Spanifh; and

tick wars, but even ol the {laves, the honour

of which was folely due to Crallus Thus by cruelly injuring

{ 1 1 . -
two of the Ores atett ,'-"nf‘t“'lQ that wcre _f:-L,.-_ in the Common-

ilth; by a'moft fervile flattery of the man who was mani-
hm\ overturning all 1ts liberties: he '

confent to the ] Manilian Law, W
tereft of his country been 1.m cont _
have oprmxcd as violently as he - did + s the Agrarian, or
any other attempt ag: inft the ai:l:;.' -.'-.'.1-\! freecdom of the' ftate
Tt 13 certain {1‘ it tmln_ extraordi

o

ry ~honours conferred on
:':1‘;1;"14, {o
they irritated the ambition of Cefar, and afterwards furnithed
him

Pompey, as they broke the balance of the' Rey
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. s : 5 i S i ad ks Al -
liim with a ‘-p"-'rf‘"(-- of LL'E-,.!ZIL.‘I['."E’; as great a power for himfelf,
and {eizing it by force when it was refufed.
me now to {p

0

k of his confulthip, which real lly deferves
all the praifes that not only the Greek and l\:,n an “hiftorians

bet upon it, but even thofe which he himflf is {o
th rf 'w]‘l,,..\_u.. he has an opportu nity to mention it.  His
ug olition to the law l*u}pmui by Rull..:w, which was pre-
fented to the peo l" in a form they were always ealy to be

with, was a matter of the moft delicate nature; and
hine lefs than li'\; coniur

nmate addrefs i"- the managing thofe
ies, could pofiibly J] > hindered its being z
rtful contrivers of it: l\.ui.' by JI'.:"--.'J!‘.E: the people

.\.'

ed by

] L

» the notion of 2 pnpul::;' decree they were really fetting
up a private tyranny, from which no advan

1 =
tage - could arife to
a3

the poor, for whofe fake alone this law was pretended to be

o] 1 b o 2 1
formed, but the revenues of the publick would be diflipated

iberty deftroyed he fi pped the u:c-ct:iin'] of their de-
rom the 3

d faved the C ommi

» which was

2 1 . 4
ready to be impofe

PO S

nanaged with greater
in any oration as
o

are certainly ‘mz
more I"-)‘lli“..-i‘..: i :
in Catiline’s confpiracy
the vigi (1

nor could ai ¥ thing |
his country, but his bei
the charge brou
lated the Porci
{pirators wit!

uat
1

juftifed in fo do
the order of

EELr -‘.-'.l.' FECEIVE 1O ¢ R A
s
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fomething like a di&atorial power, and - the sextream danger.of
the Commionwealth required it; for the leaft delay w-{:uld
have been fatal, Butas the people were always jealous ob:any
firetch of authority in the fenate, they were more eafily
wrought upon to take umbrage at this extraordinary adt, which
Cicero himfelf calls in one of his letters Invilliofa Potentia—
After the expiration of his confulfhip all mens eyes.were turned
upon him, as one who they hoped would continue 'to be the
chief fupport of thofe that were affectionate to the Commons-
wealth, 'What engagements he then entered into, what friend-~
fhip he cultivated, what policy he obferved, demandsa very
{(iric& examination, though this period of his life, from the
death of Catiline to his banifhment by Clodius, has been pafied
lightly over by hiftorians and therefore many parts of itare
only to be colleGted from his private letters, in which he gives.
a very particular account of every ftep he took, and of the
many changes both in his fentiments and behaviour that hap-
pened during that cemarkable interval. ~ We fhall find him
fometimes devoted to Pompey, fometimes at variance with
him ; fometimes imploring his proteétion, fometimes delpifing
his power; now refolved to ftand or fall with the Common-
wealth, now making his terms with its tyrants; almoft always
reafoning differently, and yet frequently reafoning better than
he could prevail upon himfelf to a&. When he was to make
an oration to the people upon quitting the confulfbip, the fecret
enemies of his adminiftration declared themfelves, and Cafar
who was one of the pretors, together with Metullus and Beftia,
two. ttibunes, would not fuffer him' to give an account of - his
conduét as was always ufual, but commanded him- to abjure
his office, and leave the roftrum. This they grounded upon
his having put to death fome Roman citizens without a legal
trial 3 and they thought it would be a great mortification to
Cicero’s vanity, to deprive him of fo fair an opportunity of
making his own panegyrick: but the readinefs of his wit found

4 a way
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a ‘way to! difappoint their malice 50 for ke took: the! oath!in a
new=invented formy, and inflead of fwearing that he had a&ted
nothing contrary to'the interefts of the republick, he fwore that
he had faved the city and the whole ftate from rain, As ex-
traordinary as this oath was, all the people took it after him
in- the fame! words, and the affrone that his' enemies ‘would
have done him fell entircly upon themfelves, The next day
he complained of them in the fenate, and prevailed upon that
order to pafs a decree, Thar o profecution fbould be brought
againfl bime: for what he bad execnted by wirtue of the power
which they bad given bim. 'This drove the cabal againft hims
to:propofe a law for the calling home Pompey with the army:
under: his command; to fecure the liberties of the people
againft the pretended tyranny of Cicero: but by the invincible
oppofition of Cato this projeét failed. However, it made fuch
an impreflion upon the mind of Cicero, that he refolved to
negle& no. methods of binding Pompey more trongly to his
mterefts, 'who Hhad already very great obligations to him, as
has been thewn before, J-'lcn'.u:'cFizzg]}' when that general was
preparing to return’ to Rome; he writ to him: and having com-
plained of his want of friendfhip, in not eongratulating him

upon what he had done during his abfence for the fervice of

he: ftate 5 <he compares Pompey to the younger-Scipio,. and

imielf o Lelius, defiring ‘that  their union might be as' ftridl
as'was the famous' one between thofe two great men: This
produced an appearance of amity towards him, but he himfelf
fufpedted it not to! be fincere; as is: evident from  his r3th
epiftle to Atticus; in which he fays ‘of Pompey, That indeed

|

hesmade great profeflions of efteem .and confideration for him;.

and affe@ed openly to fupport and praife him;. but it was caly
enough to fee he: envied him, though he endeavoured to
coticeal 1t 1 Cicerg’s vanity makes him call that envy, which
was really illawill,  for Pompey could not be a friend to any
body: that had declared himfelf in the interefts of the Repub..

lic

s
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im in the {ame letters
whom he had Lumpnn.d
saking of his condué,
woniol ity HiE
And aoth of
L o o
, “Would one
(fi Lia i T
LI was L'I1-;: {ame '.'.='='*? T1ad he nothing
.d? nothing but what was mean and vulgar?
:s there neither (].'-“ ity, not 1‘\II1L, 10T ?';-;sxlfwm, nor candour,
ly, mor goot {.nature in his wh ole behaviour? But to
this 11»;1‘1':_}5, fuch as he is here rupi'm:-_.‘._r.]._ Cicero earneftly
laboured to recommend himfelf: and he had {oon after more
need than ever of his proteétion ‘n the famous quarrel with
Clodius, which he entered into more to fatisfy the ill humour
of his wife Terentia, who was jealou s of an itrigue between
{ Lim and Clodia, than out of any u*.nLl vo the ceremonies of
: the Bona Dea. lIucl he known the parts and ¢ capac ity of Cl lodius

as well as he did : TIL‘IW.I;L]'\ when he came to feel them, in all
prc-n.ﬁ} lity he w ould not have expoled himfelf 1.r1 the enmity
of ‘a man fo able to do him mifch 1u‘ ar
always lived before in a degree of '11:1*11 (hip. i‘ul. befides that
he tlw'mhr his ruin nfallible from the evic lence he brought

againit him, the perpetud 1 riot and debauchery in W hich he

1 with whom he ha d

l.LtiLd his time, made him ap prehend no great confequences

from his refentment: but he was foon convinced, that a turn

to pleafure does not always render tEofe that follow it unfit for

! hulil,(."a, efpeci ially when they are excited to a&ion by any
0 viol ""}HHl . Clodius found means to corrupt his judges, and
it was no iuun r acquitted but he turned all 1115 thoughts to the
purfuit of "his revenge upon Cicero, and kept him'in continual

alarms till he got an r"wmft’mn of compafling it, which
obliged him to court Iunpﬂ\ more and more, though fuch
a conduél
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a ﬁ-:.dnd was extreamly inconfiftent with his principles of

A a3l ; S
liberty.  As much d[”;'ui} as he had cx-}re-'_k] of that great
man’s friendfhip in the letter to J\LL ICS ! ed 13:‘[?, he

wow deceived la?:!:il-ii‘ into a
molt of his |
ing {uch a

good pol hicy 1n
Cli L}ﬁ.._lJ- all (l -|1| l

Ii ]"IU'-..' Jiit tor {o much E_'{.li].'i.Lil:'.‘.i;"._‘,

Wl 7 the i 10 time-

there ; ufinefs !'-l'{:-:l-_:'il; L 1t very
1 - l - -

much atfedied one of the m: 5 1t Wi ]1

be 1 ¥ to give {lome account of, _' ad always been his

favouriie fyftem, throug wdminiftra-

tion, to wethen the power of

by a clofe union

ftrian order, Ll-.;'_,.' making
long with them to whicl

great we 1.\.\. 24 With theni to w VG-

ever fide they inclis J,cl He f-l uuud fo well in this defign,

A 1 ; S e
with the eq d VEry

body, and c: Arrying
1 1

that during the an.ml 'y of Catiline they were a conflant
f_'_I.I_LI'd- to ti 1y l|J 0n u]l QCCal lt' 15 to. fi ll"[]\}aT_

1]

l.f WS Cer Y-a Very 1m-

it was no {mall

the refoluti

_" it ;' but moft of

VEre gricvous com-
- the empire for the

" 1
orced

¢ % |5 s
Woales

i y i
ideritand

managements,
him of corruption, many of
| 15ni"L‘

ined

-;:|-; i q'r.H:

axes of the Re-L.11,

that 1t

by
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account. 'Many of them who had farmed the ' Afian revenues
of the cenfor, whofe office it was to fett them, had taken
them at too high a price, out of emulation to go beyond the
other bidders ; and afterwards repenting of their bargain, made
a moft impudent requeft to the fenate, that they might be
difcharged of fo much of their rents as they thought would
burthen them too much. It was impoflible for Cato to be
patient ander fuch a demand: he oppofed it with all his
might, and en the other fide Cicero, who knew of what con-
fequence it was not to difoblige the order, fupported them no
lefs vigoroufly : the difpute between them Jafted a good while,
but at length Cato, who had juftice and reafon entirely on his
fide, got the better, and the petition was rejected. Experi-
ence foon thewed how much more ufeful it would have 'been
for the Commonwealth te have followed Cicero's adwvice, '"The
knights, exafperated at the feverity of the fenate, abandoned
their party, and gave themfelves up to Cefar, who knew very
well how te turn this divifion to his own advantage. It was

the fault of Cato not to fee that publick affairs are incapahh‘: of

L.11 Ep. i.

perfe@ion, and that it is impoflible to govern a ftate without
{ubmitting leffer interefts to greater: hence it was that with
admirable intentions for the fervice of his country, he fome-
times did a great deal of mifchief, for want of diftinguithing
between what was good in fpeculation, and what in pra&ice.
This was feldom the cafe with Cicero: when he departed from
the interefts of the Republick, it was for the moft part with
his eyes open, and without the excufe of error.  During thefe
wrangles between him and Cato, ‘the triumvirate was fecretly
forming, and Cwfar, under the {pecious pretence of reconciling
Pompey and Craffus, was working him{elf into a thare of power
with them which he knew better than they did how to fup-
port.  Cicero perceived it, and takes notice to Atticus of
his growing greatnefs.  But as dangerous as this union was to
the Commonwealth, he did not think fit to oppofe it, or break

with
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tions.of his refolution not to abandon ¢ the good caufe, but
cver to maintain it at all events. . It {feems he flattered himfelf

h an unaccountable chimara of being. able to govern them
as he tells Atticus in the Goit epiftle of the ]
And again, in the third of the fame bock, he informs
I that Caefar had aftured him he would do nothing but

{libly Cafar, being fenfible of his foible, might

lecond beo

]

is advice s po

1 e Inathed e in-aaaking b believie frin brg i
ave, 100thed. lis u..]lt‘» N makinge him believe 105 DOt itias
=]

ich more .J.\L] that. his Ccmch"u wWas a'.u[ g to other mo-

tives \'”H(. h are mentioned in !] at IS iN Gratiane

C1e99 2 1, [hus
he { up the care of Llu, Commonwealt | to a pre-
carious f:?lict';,' a::‘.—:] {thameful eafe; but he could not he |l: re-

-_-l'n'lfhii‘cs' himfelf for it at the end of the letter, and acknow-

dging that this was aéh ng very differently from the vIrtuous
- | B =
maxims of his confulfhip, and very Il.L!L'Jl beneath his repu-

tation.
The fifi]

h letter of the fecond book is {o extraor

-

cilion of his weaknefs, not to give 1t a worfe nam
urprized how it came to drop t":'c}:n Hm even to fo intimate a
fuend as Atrticus, . He verv inm oufly tells him, That
they . whom/ he afterw 1ts, would
him  with the place

have gained him. 2

f
{u

1ive - bribed

in the objeét of
of his wirtue, to rc
ingly. he went in to 1
thence; treats both
and even threatens
the. fine /things he
]’umpcv married Cef:
penetration f{aw all 1'15.{ confe q'” ences 1ce
Yor, I, D turned
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tutried to Rome, and; joining with Curio and other oppofers of
Caefar in the fenate, endeavoured to obftru& his defigns, though
without offending Pompey, with whom he fill kept up a thew
of friendfhip. ' But the ftorm which had hung over him fo
long now broke u;mn' his head: Cazfar, tobe 1-;:vcl1g_cc§, aflifted
Clodius, and got him to be chofen tribune of the people. No
fooner was he entered upon this office, but he openly menaced
Cicero with a profecution for the death of the confpirators.
This threw him into’ one of his ufual ‘terrors; but Pompey
fattered him with repeated’ aflurances that he ‘would 'not
{uffer Clodius to ;‘Jmcce_:d + at firft he gave credit to thefe pro-
mifes; but finding that the defign againft him thll wert: on,
lie began' to fulpeér that he was betrayed, . His affairs were in
this difagreeable’ pofture, when Czlir, who defired only to
diaw him off from giving him trouble at Rome, offered to
carry him his lieutenant into Gaul, for which province he was
ready to fet out. Plutarch fays he follicited .it himfelf, but
the letters to Atticus exprefsly affirm that the propofal came:
from Cefar. Be it how it will, there could nothing mere ad-
vantageous have happenedto Cicero at that time, The employ-
ment was very honourable, and would have effeétually fecured
him from the malice and power of his enemies: being fenfible
of this himfelf, he was inclined to accept of it, and/would
have gone with Cefar, if Clodius, perceiving that he was in
danger of lofing his revenge, had not very artfully changed his
condu&, and, by affe&ting to feem moderate and veid of rancour;
Pt'.r['uztdcd people that he had laid afide ‘his refentment, and
was even difpofed to a reconciliation if fought for. Gicero was
weak ‘enough to be duped by this behaviour, and refufed the
lieutenancy 'of Cefar, who thereupon infifted with 'Porapey
upon giving him up to the fury of Clodius, and declared i an
affembly of the people, that he thought Cicero had acted ille-
gally in putting to death the accomplices of Catiline. Clodius
pulhed the affair fo vigoroufly, that Cicero foon found he had
undone




THE 'LTRHE 0P ¢re ER O.
undone-himfelf ia. not making ufe of Cafar’s offer. . He fell
ihto a' molt unmanly dejeé&ion, changing his robe, and walking
about the fireets in a fordid habit, to move the compalilion of
the people, while Clodius infulted and reviled him-for his want
of Apirit, . The'fenate indeed, and the whole equeftrian order,
gave him all the marks he could defire of affection and concern;
but the fadion againft him was the dtronger : Craflus was his
themy . upon many accounts, Catulus was dead, Lucullus. re-
tired from bufinefs- Pompeywasihis only refource, and he il
counted upon fome return for the many fervices he had done
him in-the courfe of his adminiftration. But it is the juft pu-
nithment of thofe who make themfelves the tools of other men’s
ambition, That wwhenever the interefls.of thofe they Serve ma
bappen. to demard it they are fure to be facrificed : Jor no very
ambitiows man was eve *grateful any further than it was #fefuld
to bing to be fo. - This Cicero moft cruelly experienced, when,
going to Pompey.to implore -his prote@ion, he, to avoid his im-
portunities or reproaches, refuled to fee him. Upon this he at-
terly loft all hopes, and, abandoning himfelf to the moft abje&
complaintsj iconfulted with his friends what he fhould do'te
avold the prefent danger. Moft of them advifed him to go
voluntarily into banithment, as the only means to prevent a
Civil, War; ‘which council he refbived to-follow, as-moft con-
formable to. his own genius and circumitances.

In how {piritlefs and effeminate a manner he behaved during
his exile, is fufliciently- known to all the world » the ftain that
is left upon his. charafer was too great to be varnifhed over by
all the glory of his triumphant return, which ' he chiefly owed
to- the imprudence of Clodius in quarreling with Pompey,
though the vigorous proceeding of his ‘friend Milo and the
firmnefs. of the fenate were of no fmall fervice to him. . As
{oon as he'was re-eftablithed 4n his'fermer dignities, he linked
himfelf more clofely: than ever in friendthip with Pompey,
aaking his.court to Cfar at the fime time, whom he found it
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was hot fife  for ?.11111. to offend, This, complaifance had: ithe
effec that he l‘t't}ﬁr)ll;rl from it 3 he obmined  the place of au-
gur which he defired fo paflionately, and not I ter the go-
vernment .of - Cilicia. His behaviour in the adniiniffration of
¢ him a; great deal of honoury it
~.=,-'|ti1 thie reputation he had ac-
nagiftrate, '.lLl:r,f..- aiming at the
he was far from having {o ;;roru! a

Cato’s anfwer to the l;-‘ulu‘, in which he folicits him to

d him by the fenate, is a ver) handlome
his vaaity, and a more gentle one than one w ould
m the roughnefs of that great nmnb chara&er.
But notwithftanding all [l,\_ pains he tc,.:l\ to foften his denial,

Cicero was grievoully offended at it} which ill Lllil“lolluul'l of
his, the enemics ol ..mn, particularly Caefar, omitted no endea-
vours, to confirm pua his return to Rome he found the
Civil War juft L..ul\, to break out between him and Pompey :
this extre unf‘.' embarraffed hit m, for he was very defirous to be
upon g aood terms with both, ar 1d both equally courted: him to
their party. At firft he .lL{L’l’ll]L-.Ll to hnm them to fome
agreement, but he {oon ml.ml that defign impradticable 5 for
ambition, which had formerly made them fiiends, now: made
them enemics : then he lal boured to diffuade Pon npey i i parti=
cular from hazarding a war, by reprefenting to [;.m the inequa~

lity of their forces, and that it was now too late to quarrel with

the man whom he himfelf had made fo ftrong : fe argu-
ments, jult and reafonable as they were, had no effe upon
Pompey, w ho was infatuated with a vain conceit of his own
power, and a falfe confidence which hetrayed him to his ruin.
All his efforts towards preventing a rupture meeting .with no
{uccefs, Cicero found himfelf n ria;- greateft perplexities for
which of the two fa&ions he 1U|l d declase., | On.one fide he
faw, a frn.m.ml without authority, troops withiout obedience;
r.cgt e&t of all neceflary P.U]’L[.l-..”ll., and a continual {eries of

this E‘“”“'"

- |
‘.-.; could

='\ [J,

have expetie d fro
1y
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miftakes ; “on the other an .-15_1.}'-.1: lu.'ldu a well:difciplined
army, ‘gredt courage, ‘and’ admirable condu&@: whicheter got

the ['-ut;u the Commonwe '1][;1 wias almoft eg ually fure of
2

bemgindflaved, Thatthis was the cafe, very pla
many - pafi:

.".J'\ appears from

h i | T
res in his Epiftles to Atticus, where he [.|}>., I
1

let: the: fuccefs of the Civil War be what it \'.'u‘-;:-\.'_ the cenfe-
fui[{!L‘llL'(' n[ it ‘n'imlll certainly be'a tyrant, I thall of ly cite
one, “l' h 1s in the 7th letter of the ~th be ook, De

. " ..

/

ribdres

{_,'.”"u', y: LTS gHam -,.”;f; AL 514t '?r'hl:!'lr,‘-:; : " :
S vtcerdsy. tansen Sfervias.  'The only difference was, That the
tyranny of Pompey would be eftabliflied upon the aut hority of
the 1 fenate, and Ceefar chofe rather to build his upon the favour
of the people.  Under theft difhiculties Cicero’ termained {fome

timey 'in a moft us neafy fituation ; at laft he tells Atticus the
conelubion of all his re fnolqu m the following words + @ uid
inguisy acturs es 2 Idesy guodd ,r‘hr wiles que depulf; ,sz,f ge-
' Jequiniuy > ut bos armer ”H Jic €20 bonos wires, aut

. T orin He re 53111-1": to
tis‘, to L::Hn.. l'-' fe'who had the re-
t party, the 1r||l‘lll- of fenators,
til ﬁ]m was moilt eminent in the Common-
h ]lL. had taken this refoluti layed a
y from [JTIL‘"I"'L"II.] timidity of his L'Lluim
Inthe mean time, fonie of his friends that were in Caefar’s army
' wmfelf, were very earnelt 'with him to fland neuter

ion, he ¢

good "' iletolexecute it

ot join with them, which éonduct thee

be moft for his honour, 4s well as infi-

But Poi mpey prefled him to coine
1

in fuch a manne

ras let him fee;
\ [I 5 trxlnr._\"r‘ J Jll‘ \ll i"“"lfd
1
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7 law m-':*‘-: J'C:n':m to ‘appi chend the
1 1

By -at .] 1} was

;"u.":n-;:-;;:'i again{t
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in-]] who remained unactive and neuters in the quar
" minabitir wtiofisy fays he in'a letter to onelof his

- would fuffer;if Pompey fhould be victorious, -was a confifea
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in another to Atticus he tells him, that the lealt.he (2

of-all-his fortune 3 and that-as many as continued in.the i
neutrality muft expect to come of no- better. . He himfelf
therefore, upon the report of fome difadvantage Cafar lay under
in Spain (which, contrary to the expeétation of his enemies, he
foon furmounted), . fet fail, and joined Pompey at his camp in
Greece, who received him coldly, as knowing he came thither
very much againft his will. He endeavoured to revenge hini=
felf by bitter railleries upon the ill management @ of - their
affairs, and fo derided the weaknefs of the partys that it
drew  from Pompey this fevere reproof, I afs into Geefar’s
camp, and then you will give over ridiculing 15, and begin
to fear ws. Cicero (o far followed his advice, that he with-
drew himfelf before the battle of Pharfalia, and immediately
after that decifivé agion made his peace with the conqueror.
From that time to the death of Czfar, he led a moft inglorious
and difhonourable life, courting the ufurper, whom in his heart
se hated, with the moft abjedt and fervile adulations, entirely
forgetting the dignity of his former chara&er, and not even
hiding the difgraceful circumitances of his prefent fituation by
a prudent and modeft retreat, but expofing them to the eyes
of the publick, and braving the cenfures of mankind. Yetin
this unwerthy and contemptible {cenc of adion, which brought
fuch ‘a cloud upon his reputation, one merit he flill preferved,
that in his flatteries to Cafar he fhewed a regard to the interefts
of his friends, and the fafety of thofe who had faithfully ferved
che Commonwealth. Such a condué@ (hews there were yet
fome fparks of wvirtue remaining in himg and though it does
not atone for the mean homage which he paid to the tyrant of
his country, yet it certainly leflens the guilt and takes oft
from the infamy of his crime. The confpiracy againft Cefar,

which
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which was formed and executed ..'.1.. out his participation; isa
pl 1in pr iof how: low he was in the opinion of honeft
men; for who was fo fit oaged in a defi ign againit the
Iir*c. of an ufurper, as the deftroyer o .__T_'_..lllL_ and J11s ACCOIS
plices P from i-.'faum counld the [?.:} ublick: {o 'praperly expeét
her freedom, asfrom hi 1ad before defended "1t in fo
imminent a danger? But they who efpoufed that caule which
knew: that be had' no longer {pirit
enough for fo great an undertaking; and therefore they-con-
ted 'themielves with requiring his apprebation afterwards,

ch they were fatisfied he would not refule them when the

i i
had deférted, faw

blow was ﬂ:'uck; and then indeed, as they expe@ed he would

Lr1 r; rcet

I'to the maxims of his former ]srﬂ:m' and -his
charaéter in fome meafure recovered its former luftre.  He en=
tered into the interelts of the confpirators, and did them all the
fervice ‘he was able, the particular inftances of which it will
not be'neceffary-to mention here.  But when he found that all
was going 'urum to w n_;_I\ by the cabals of Antony' and other
1tL]H|:J U‘E Ceefar, when Brutus and lhe other-heads of the con-~
{piracy were obliged to yield tothe violence of the conjundéture
and abanden Italy, he too judged it ]hudmt to retire, and took
(hipping 'to g0 into Greeces ; but, meeting withico ntrary winds,
he was. driven back; once or twice to ftho by whicly delay,
time was given-to his fiiends in \Rome to .lu]t'nm. him' with
nade a decree, for the perpetual abolifhment

r

Antonv s h

ofithe di& ;:(r'|} 1p; v'll'n'.‘l Sylla and Cefir-had ‘made {o odious, .

and fome pther populara@s, that gave them hupr‘ he would re-
1

turtto bis' duty, and no longer “hinder the refloration of- the

ith. LJL.L""Q’ thuull d + back by, what he terms

ral-veice of his country, and ]rll)kins*‘ upon
1

Gommonwea
himfelf, tl

the accidénts ;i W
-':-l.ir."_[izuz-‘.

hadrdelayed his paflage: as- mis raculons des
will of Providence to.command his return, he
madeswhat haile he could to Rome, where he 'was received by
the'whole city with uncommen honours. But the goad opinion
1 A

B
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oy did not laft long: “fome - harlh
ncerning himy occalioned a very
i v threatened  him

s rder he fasalcd in
Ards ]1L ]-l'Ju)l'.. I

v, loud]

fharp J'cpi_\', W
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accomplice ol Czlars

i his oration, and accufed him as :

murder. Cicero from that moment kept no meafures with him 3
i .
but, arming himftif with all the hunder of his eloquence, poured

totth thofe terrible inveéives which com pelled the fenate to de-
clare war upon Antony, and foon after drove him out of Italy.
This was certainly a very great a&ion, and one of the {hining
it poflibly he would have done the

parts of Cicero’s life; but pe
fate more fervice, in the fituation it then was, if his animofity
againft Antony had been lefs violent, becaufe it precipitated
the execution of thofe defigns which ended in the ruin of the
Commonwealth; at leaft this was the opinion of Brutus, as
appears by feveral paffages in hus letters. But there is another
part of his condudt, which it will be more difficult to know how
to juf"iiij‘.'. I mean his committing the fafety of the i.-’.upu]-iiuf\;
to an ambitious boy, who, from the near relation he bore to
Cafar, could never be a proper perfon to defend itin conjunc-
tion with his father’s murderers. At firft indeed it might lock
like good policy, to make ufe of his credit among the fri
and foldiers of Julius Cfar, againft the more formidable great-
nefs of Mark Antony; but when he afterwards grew o power-
ful, it was a moft inconfiderate and fatal miftake ito, continue
him any longer in employment, and put the laft ftake of liberty
into the hands of one who had fo great temptations to betray
it. It feems O&avius, unexperienced as he was, had difco-
vered the old ‘man’s weak fide, and, by flattering and perfua-
ding him that he would always aé fublervient to his authority,
had engaged him to that excellive confidence which his friends
faw the danger of, though ke did not. ~ Brutus in particular,
whofe eyes were ever open to all that maight ‘affec the Com-
monwealth, made him ftrong and frequent inftances to have a
care of fetting up one tyrant while he was pulling down another :

but

nas
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but: when; . witheut any regard to: thefe remonfirances; he cas-
ried J,.a {er \,]H, {o far as even to 1“1:pm¢ e Octavius for
lives of Brutus and the other confpirators, that truly
free-fpirited Roman co |1rT not help venting his ind

letters, one to 41_!r1._n.~,, and the other

. 1
galint mm 1n
S 1

Cicero hin ich are at t'."*: fame time the noble
ments of the heroick virtue of him T|l|.|_ wrote 1]u.|:, .';i:-J the
ft iunanfwerab L condemnations of that condué which

occafion tosthem: . And indeed he had too much reafon
that Giceroa&ed as:if he was not fo follicitous about fec
the liberty of his country, as to chufe a mafter who we
favourable to himfelf.  But what moft of all exafperated Brutus
was, that in the excefs of his comj |1|I ce for Octavius, he he 1(1
even refledted upon Cafea, whofe ul fe had been efpoufed by hin
with{o much w .um*h3 and upon whofe acion he had beftowed
fuch high encomiums, while he had freedom and co Irage to
{peak hlS mind. Of this Brutus. whofe reputation was ﬂrtwrﬂy
linkt to that of Cafca, moft grievoufly wmp- ins to Atticus,

and tells him with a Imﬂ-._ Lontumn[, that though he and his
aflociates, in the generous cw['f__;u of duinblmu the whole world
from flavery, did not boaft fo much of the L,a.rg Marehas Ci-
cero of the Nones of Decemnber * » yet their glory was not inferior
to his; | nor their chara@ers lefs f.uru.l I muft tranferibe botlr
the letters, if I'were: to repeat all tl;‘ admirable reproofs which
they contain of Cicero’s baﬂmf, and indifcretion, in fo meanly
courting the' enemy: of 'the Commonwealth, and for 1.4»111

planted ‘and fupported a tyranny, whofe rtoots: were like to
firike ducpcr and grow more lr"“‘}]‘ than that ‘of Antony;
which he valued himfelf upon ]J.ut g attempted 'frc'cp[rm. All
rlut can-be alledged in his L‘.\,LHL is, that he believed he fthould
he qbernu'p:nc Odtavius of the power he had given: him,
when ‘the intereft of the ftate [fu.um require it : there are fome
paflages in the hiftory of ‘thofe times, which feem to favour

* ‘At which time Cicero qualhiad the o nlpiracy of Catiline,

Moz, . E this




s p.mated a defign to cut him  oft (laudandumns juvenen vine
t 5 ) " " - v - - -
o . ollenanm). as | 1aon as|-he - had  ferved  their; tur; upen
o, Epwhich, he openly declared that he would take cate to. put

3 | . y

Ple- tyranny his mifmanagemeot had eftablifhed.
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this fuppofition, and even toaffure asythat he intended doiug
it, when he was prevented by the {udden forming of the tri-
umvirate: Itisfaid that Panfa, who received a mortal wound
at the battle of Modena, declared at his death, to the young
Czfar, that the fenate only made ufe of him as an infliument
of their vengeance upon Antony, and that they were determin:
ed to make him the next {acrifice to the jc;lnui}' of the repubs
lick.  There was alfo an expreilion of Cicero rtpoa'tcd to him,
in which, by an u]ui\-'uc;ui:.'m calily underfload, there was inti=

nau

it out of their power. If this was the ; cafe,-it, very, much
takes off from the ingratitude of O&avius, in confenting to,the
death of his benefador, fince fuch double dealing could hardly
deferve the name of an obligation, let the effeds of it be cver
fo advantageous. Upon the whole, I am inclined to think, that
though his behaviour in regard to Cafar was produdiive of infi-
nite mifchiefs, yet he meant well in it to the Commonwealth,
and that the fault was rather of his judgment than his heart:
but to whatever caufe it s to be aferibed, he fuffere death as
a punifhment for it, and fell himfelf the carlieft vicim to that

e

[here was {fome-

thing mean in the eircumftances that immediately -lﬂ'-;\"_-"!uc]-. his
murder 3 bat at the inftant of death itfelf he behaved with dig-

nity, and fhewed a firmnels not unworthy ofa Roman.

In his private chara&er he was very amiable, only fometumes
too much given to raillery, a fault which very witty men are
fcldom wife enough to {hun. I cannot pafs {o {evere a
cenfure as fome have done upon his grief for the death of
his daughrer Tullia, whofe extraordinary merit is a futhci-
ent anfwer to thofe who 1'a;l-.l_'u-.1r'|1 it with the name ol
weaknefs. - Great minds are moft {fenfible of
and the fentiments of humanity and

b Jofles ;

affe&ion are 1

(ually moit

b} LEHL
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tender, where in ‘every ‘other refpe& there isoithegreatelt
ftrength of reafon,

I fhall ‘clofe thefe obfervations with one rematk upon sthe
wr.)r]{s of Cicero, that they are a ftrong proof how effential free~
dom is to the L\LLHL[ICV -::memg, particularly mn the two
moft manly kinds of it, phllofoph}/ and oratory; fince, after the
lofs of the Roman liberties, they were fo far from ever being
equalled, that all attempts which were made to imitate thcm,
ferved nnly to demonftrate that the genius and learning of Rome
were funk together with its conftitution. Poetry indeed, and
other parts of literature which are only proper for amufement,
may poflibly flourith under the {fmiles of an arbitrary Prince; but
force and folidity of reafoning, or a fublime and commanding
eloquence, are inconfiftent with {lavi(h reftraint, or timorous
dependancy.
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