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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

ARTHUR ONSLOW,

Speaker of the HOUSE of COMMONS.

S I R,

T | ^ H E honour I do myfelf of addreffing thefe remarks to
J . you , is a proof how confident I am in the partiality of

your friendmip ; if they have any other claim to your regard,
it is only from a fpirit of liberty , which , where -ever it appears,
is always fure of your favour and protection . The fubjeft of
them , which is the Life of Cicero , mufh be doubly interefting
to you , as he was the moft excellent Orator of all antiquity,
and bore the moft eminent character in the Roman Senate,
while it remained free, and was worthy of that name.

I am, with the moft perfect refpect , and higheft fenfe of your
favours to me,

SIR,

Your moft obliged,
and moft obedient

humble Servant,
B 2
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OBSERVATIONS

O N

The LIFE of C I C E R <X

AMONG all the celebrated characters in the Roman
Hiftory , there are none more worthy our attention,,

than thofe great men who were at the head of the Republick
when fhe was arrived at her higheft degree of power and glory,,
and by a natural confequence of exceflive profperity was fallen,
into thofe vices and corruptions , which foon after produced a
change of government , and brought her into an infamous
flavery . This revolution was either haftened or delayed ac¬
cording as they who had the management of affairs were more
or lefs infected with the general depravity : lbme there were
who preferved themfelves quite untainted ; who gallantly flood
in the breach , and ftruggled hard for liberty . Such were
Marcus Cato , Quintus Hortenfius , Quintus Catulus , and;
Marcus Brutus ; whofe virtues were the more valuable to their
country , becaufe they were exerted at a jun &ure when me
found herfelf mod in need of their affiftance : with thefe Cicero-
kas generally been placed , and if we may take his own word,,

Rome-
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Rome had not a more unfpotted patriot to boaft of than himfelf:

but I doubt , when we look ftrictly into his conduct , we fhall

often find it very different from theirs who really deferve that

name j and it will appear even from the teftimony of his own

letters , in which he fpoke more naturally and with lefs vanity

than he does in his orations , that his publick character was far

from being perfecl: ; that he a&ed upon many occaiions more

like an ambitious orator than a philofophical republican ; that

his virtues were blended with many weakneffes and pernicious

failings ; and that , notwithstanding his exalted notions of in¬

tegrity , he fometimes yielded to the corruption of the age,

and facrificed the welfare of his country to his private interefts

and paffions. What makes him the lefs excufable is, that none

ever underftood the rules of virtue or favv the beauty of it more

than he : his writings are the nobleft lellbns of publick honefty,

difinterefxednefs, and the love of liberty , that are to be found

In all antiquity : and it is the excellent and almoft divine fpirit

which appears in thofe books, that has made the majority of

readers conclude the author of them to have been in his own

practice, what he takes fo much pains to recommend , and in¬

culcates with fuch force of eloquence . And , to do him right,

m many parts of his adminiftration he was the patriot he de-

fcribes : the Commonwealth had great obligations to him ; no

lefs than its prefervation at one ends : but there wanted a fteadi-

oefs and uniformity in his conduct , which alone could entitle

him to the reputation he was fo defirous of obtaining , and that

has been given him rather by the partiality of learned men,

than from the fuffrage of hiftorical juftice.

I fhall endeavour in the following obfervations to fet his

actions in their proper light , and , without aggravating or

foftening any thing , confider them as they were directed to the,

advantage or prejudice of his country ; in doing which , I fhall

dwell only upon fuch circumftances as are important to his
character.



THE LIFE OF CICERO.

character , pafling by a great number of other facts which have
no relation to my defign.

The firft caufe of moment that he undertook was the de¬
fence of Rofcius Amerinus , in which he gained great honour
by his opposition to Sylla, who was the profecutor , and whofe
power had frightened every body elfe from appearing in his
behalf : fuch a fpirit in a young man at his firft -entrance into
publick buiinefs was admired by all the world , and feemed to
promife fomething very extraordinary : but though the danger
of offending the tyrant could not deter him from pleading for
Rofcius , yet he thought it not prudent to expofe himfelf to his-
refentment afterwards ; but left Rome , and retired into Greece,
under pretence of travelling for his health .. He there applied
himfelf to the ftudy of eloquence ; and having the advantage-
of the heft mailers in the world , he made fuch improvements
in it , that when he came to the bar upon his return to Rome,
he loon eclipfed all his competitors , even Hortenlius himfelf,.
who could not fee without uneafinefs the fuperiority he was
gaining over him, , though they afterwards became very gobdi
friends ; the conformity of their fentiments upon publick buii¬
nefs, and the interefts of the Commonwealth , having united;
them notwithftanding their emulation . This great ability in;
fpeaking could not fail to raife him very high in a government
where every thing was difpofed of by the favour of the people ;,
and for the firft proof of their good-will towards him , he was-
fent to Sicily in the office of quaeftor, where he behaved himfelf
with fo much juftice , integrity, , and moderation , that his re¬
putation as a magifbate was not inferior to that which he had:
obtained before as an orator . To ingratiate himfelf ftill further
with the Sicilians, he engaged in the profecution of Verres,
who , during his proetorlhip in their illand , had drawn upon
himfelf an univerfal hatred by his rapacioufnefs, infolence,
and other crimes, which were too often committed with im¬
punity by the Roman governours :. and Verres himfelf , infs-

2 mous.
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mous as he was, did not want the countenance and protection

.of fome of the moft confiderable men in Rome , who endea¬

voured to fhelter him from juftice for a reafon obvious enough,

becaufe they were unwilling any enquiry fliould be made into

offences of that publick nature , in the guilt of which fo many

of their friends, and perhaps they themfelves, Were too much

involved. But the eloquence and credit of Cicero condemned

Verres in fpite of their ôppofition ; and the Sicilians were fo

pleafed with the fervice he had done them upon that occa¬

sion, that they put themfelves wholly under his protection,

and continued their efteeni and affection to the end of

his life.
Soon after his fuccefs in this affair, which recommended

him extreamly to the Roman people, who were always glad to

fee magi Urates profecuted for male-ad mini fixation, he was made

edile ; and having gone through that office with a deferved

applaufe , he was unanimouily chofen przetor. As that dig¬

nity was the fecond in the Commonwealth , the poffeffion of

it infpired him with higher thoughts and more afpiring hopes

than he had entertained before : he then began to take fuch

meafures as he judged moft likely to contribute to his advance¬

ment : and as Pompey was more capable than any body of

affifting him in that defign , he fought all means of gaining

him to his intercfts ; and with that view pronounced his fa¬

mous oration pro Lege Manilla , in which he entirely forfook

his former character of a lover of his country , and became a

principal inftrument of illegal and arbitrary power . As the part

that Cicero acted in this affair deferves a very particular con-

lideration , I mail fet it in as full a light as poffible ; the more,

becaufe Plutarch takes no notice of it , which it is not very

eafy to account for, confidering his ufual impartiality.

The extravagant affection of the people , in committing to

Pompey the command of the war againft the pirates , had

yelled him with fo exorbitant a power , that it utterly

5 deftroyed



THE LIFE OF CICERO.
deftroyed the equality eflential to a Commonwealth . Hiscommiffion gave him an abfolute authority over the wholelength of the Mediterranean as far as Hercules 's pillars, andalong all the coafts of it to the diftance of fifty miles from thefea : he was impowered to take what money he thought fitout of the publick treafury without accounting for it, and toraife as many foldiers and mariners as he judged convenient.Befides this , he had a liberty of chufing out of the body ofthe fenate , fifteen perfons to ferve him as lieutenants , to whomhe afiigned their provinces at his own difcretion . In vain didthe confuls, with moft of the fenators, oppofe this prodigiousauthority , fo contrary to the maxims of their government:their refiftance ferved only to inflame the people , and occafionedthem to add to their decree , that Pompey mould have power-to fit out five hundred fail of mips , to raife an army of anhundred and twenty fix thoufand men , and that he fhouldhave twenty four fenators and two quasftors to obey hisorders.

With this force he foon reduced the pirates ; and his victorywas hardly known at Rome , when Manilius , one of the tri¬bunes of the people , to gratify his infatiable ambition , pro-pofed the giving him the government of Lucullus and the com¬mand of that general 's army then carrying on the war withMithridates , and that he mould ftill retain the whole extent of
that authority which had been granted him by the formerdecree , though the reafons for which it had been given wereentirely ceafed. This was nothing lefs than delivering to himall the forces both by fea and land , and making him abfolutematter of the Roman empire : what rendered the favourers ofthis decree more inexcufable was, that they had not the leadpretence of publick neceflity to juftify the propofing it, asthey feemed to have had in the commiffion they gave himagainft the pirates , who were at that time very formidable ene¬mies : but Lucullus , who commanded in Afia, had overcomeVol . I . C Mithridates
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Mithridates in feveral battles , and was as capable of finifliing

the war as he whom they appointed to be his fuccefibr. Such

an exceffive power entraiied to one man , where there was fo

little occaGon for it, appeared to the fenate an utter fubverfion

of the conilitution ; but fuch was their fear of Pompey , whole

greatnefs was become no lefs terrible than that of Sylla , that

except Quintus Catulus and HortenGus none durft contradict

the paffing of it . Thefe two great men , one of which was

beyond difpute the fecond orator in Rome , fpoke with much

warmth and force againft the decree, endeavouring to perfuade

the people of the unreafonablenefs and danger of it ; and per¬

haps they would have made fome impreffion , if Pompey ' s

faction, apprehending the effect their orations might have pro¬

duced , had not fet up an abler fpeaker than either of them to

harangue on their fide of the queftion . Cicero mounted the

rojirum ^ and with an eloquence worthy of a better caufe, molt

artfully reflected on Lucullus , whofe reputation , as well as his

authority , was to be made a facrifice to the envy of Pompey ;

then he proceeded to defcant upon Pompey 's character , which

he fet off with all the ornaments of rhetorick , attributing to

•him the whole fuccsfs not only of the African , Spanilh , and

Piratick wars, but even of that again ft the Haves, the honour

of which was [o\t \y due to CrafTus. Thus by cruelly injuring

two of the greateft generals that were then in the Common¬

wealth ; by a 'moft fervile flattery of the man who was mani-

feftly overturning all its liberties : he brought the people to

confent to the Manilian Law , which , had a regard to the in-

tereft of his country been his conftant principle , he ought to

have oppofed as violently as he did afterwards the Agrarian , or

any other attempt againft the fafety and freedom of the ftate.

It is certain that thefe extraordinary honours conferred on

Pompey , as they broke the balance of the Republick , fo

they irritated the ambition of Cxfar , and afterwards furnifhed
him
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him with a pretence of demanding as great a power for himfelf,
and feizing it by force when it was refufed.

I come now to fpeak of his confuilhip , which really deferves
all the praifes that not only the Greek and Roman hiftorians
have bellowed upon it , but even thofe which he himfelf is fo
lavifh of whenever he has an opportunity to mention it . His
oppofition to the law propofed by Rullus , which was pre-
fented to the people in a form they were always eafy to be
caught with , was a matter of the molt delicate nature ; and
nothing lefs than his confummate addrefs in the managing thofe
affemblies , could poffibly huve hindered its being carried by
the artful contrivers of it : but by mewing the people that
under the notion of a popular decree they were really fetting
up a private tyranny , from which no advantage could arife to
the poor , for whofe fake alone this law was pretended to be
formed , but the revenues of the publick would be diOipated
and its liberty deftroyed ; he flopped the execution of their de-
figns , and faved the Commonwealth from the yoke which was
juft ready to be impofed upon it . I believe no affair was ever
managed with greater prudence , nor ever fo much fkill exerted
in any oration as in thofe he made upon this occafion, which
are certainly mafter -pieces in their kind , though others cf a
more pompous ftile are generally more admired . His conduct
in Catiline 's confpiracy is too well known to be repeated here:
the vigilance, firmnefs, and activity , with which he difcovered
and prevented that defign , can never -be too much extolled ;
nor could any thing have depreciated the fervices he then did
his country , but his being fo fenfible of them himfelf . As to
the charge brought againfl him by his enemies of having vio¬
lated the Porcian law, by putting to death the chief of the con-
fpirators without allowing them a trial , he was abundantly
juftihed in fo doing by the urgent neceffity of affairs, and by
the order of the fenate, That he fiould take care the Republick
might receive no detriment . This com million vefted him with

C 2 fome-
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fomething like a di&atorial power , and the extream danger of

the Commonwealth required it ; for the leaft delay would

have been fatal . But as the people were always jealous of any

ftretch of authority in the fenate, they were more eafily

wrought upon to take umbrage at this extraordinary act, which

Cicero himfelf calls in one of his letters Invidiofa Potentia. —

After the expiration of his confulfhip all mens eyes were turned

upon him , as one who they hoped would continue to be the

chief fupport of thofe that were affectionate to the Common¬

wealth . What engagements he then entered into , what friend.-

fhip he cultivated , what policy he obferved, demands a very

Uriel: examination , though this period of his life, from the

death of Catiline to his banifhment by Clodius , has been palled

lightly over by hiftorians ; and therefore many parts of it are

only to be collected from his private letters , in which he gives

a very particular account of every ftep he took , and of the

many changes both in his fentiments and behaviour that hap¬

pened during that remarkable interval . We mall find him

fometimes devoted to Pompey , fometimes at variance with

him ; fometimes imploring his protection , fometimes defpifing

his power } now refolved to ftand or fall with the Common¬

wealth , now making his terms with its tyrants ; almoft always

reafoning differently , and yet frequently reafoning better than

he could prevail upon himfelf to act. When he was to make

an oration to the people upon quitting the confulfhip , the fecret

enemies of his adminiflration declared themfelves , and Cadar

who was one of the praetors, together with Metullus and Beftia,

two tribunes , would not fuffer him to give an account of his

conduct as was always ufual, but commanded him to abjure

his office, and leave the roftrum . This they grounded upon

his having put to death fome Roman citizens without a legal

trial ; and they thought it would be a great mortification to

Cicero 's vanity , to deprive him of fo fair an opportunity of

making his own panegyrick : but the readinefs of his wit found

4 a way
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a- way to difappoint their malice ; for he took the oath in anew-invented form, and inftead of fwearing that he had actednothing contrary to the interefts of the republic k, .he fwore thatlie had fayed the city and the whole ftate from ruin, . As ex¬traordinary as this oath was, all the people took it after himin the fame words , and the affront that his enemies wouldhave done him fell entirely upon themfelves, .. The next dayhe complained of them in the fenate , and prevailed upon thatorder to pafs a decree, 'That no profecution fhould be broughtagainfi hi?n for what he hud executed by virtue of. the powerwhich they had given him. This drove the cabal againft him*to propofe a law for the calling home Pompey with the armyunder his command , to fecure the liberties of the people-againft the pretended tyranny of Cicero : but by the invincibleoppofition of Cato this projecT; failed . However , it made Hich¬am impreffion - upon the mind of Cicero , that he refolved to-neglecl no methods of binding Pompey more ftrongly to hisinterefts , who had already very great obligations to him , as-has been fhewn before.. Accordingly when that general waspreparing to return to Rome , he writ to him : and having com¬plained of his want of friendfhip , in not congratulating himupon what he. had -done during his abfence for the fervice of'the irate \ 'he compares Pompey to the younger Scipio, . andhimfelf to Lelius , deilring that their union might be as itri£tas was the famous one between thofe two great men ; Thisproduced an appearance of amity towards him , but he himfelffufpecled it not to be fincere , as is evident from his 13thepiftle to Atticus , in which he fays of Pompey , That indeedhe made great profeffions of efteem and confederation for him 3,and affected openly to fupport and praife him ; . but it was eafyenough to fee he. envied him , though he endeavoured toconceal it . Cicero 's vanity makes him call that envy , whichwas really ill-will , for Pompey could not be a friend to anybody that had declared himfelf in the interefts of the Repub¬

lic.
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lie . The charafter that Cicero gives of him in the fame letter?

is very different from that of Scipio, to-whom he had compared

him a little before : his words, are, fpeaking of his conduct,

Nihil come, nihil fimplex , nihil h To~i$ honefium, nihil

ifluftre , nihil forte , nihil liberum. And again in the 2Cth of

the fame book , Is vir nihil habet amplum, nihil excelfum, nihil

-non fummiffitm &* populare . Would one believe, that the

hero of the fine oration pro lege- Manilla , and the Pompey

thus defcribed , was the fame man ? Had he nothing great?

nothing elevated ? nothing but what was mean and vulgar?

was there neither dignity , nor fpirit, nor freedom , nor candour,

nor honefty , nor good -nature in his whole behaviour ? But to

this perfon, fuch as he is here represented , Cicero earneftly

laboured to recommend himfelf : and he had foon after more

need than ever of his protection in the famous quarrel with

Clodius , which he entered into more to fatisfy the ill humour

of his wife Terentia , who was jealous of an intrigue between

him and Clodia , than out of any regard to the ceremonies of

the Bona Dea . Had he known the parts and capacity of Clodius

as well as he did afterwards when he came to feel them , in all

probability he would not have expofed himfelf to the enmity

of a man fo able to do him mifchief , and with whom he had

always lived before in a degree of friendship . But befides that

he thought his ruin infallible from the evidence he brought

againft him , the perpetual riot and debauchery in which he

paffed his time , made him apprehend no great confequences

from his refentment : but he was foon convinced , that a turn

to pleafure does not always render thofe that follow it unfit for

bufinefs, efpecially when they are excited to action by any

violent pailion , Clodius found means to corrupt his judges , and

was no fooner acquitted but he turned all his thoughts to the

purfuit of his revenge upon Cicero , and kept him in continual

alarms till he got an opportunity of compaffing it , which

■obliged him to court Pompey more and more , though fuch
a conduct;
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a conduct was extreamly inconiiffent with his principles of
liberty . As much diftruft as he had expreffed of that great
man 's friendfhip in the letter to Atticus I mentioned firfr, he
now deceived himfelf into an entire dependance on it , and
mod of his letters were filled with boafts of his good policy in
fecuring fuch a powerful protector againft Clodius and all hisfaction. How little foundation he had for fo much confidence,
will appear by the fequel of that affair . In the mean time-
there was a bulinefs brought before the fenate, which , as it very
much affected one of the main points of Cicero 's policy , it will'be neceffary to give fome account of. It had always been his
favourite fyftem , through the whole courfe of his adminiftra -*
tion , to flrengthen the power of the fenate , by a clofe union
with the equeftrian order , they making a very confiderable
body , and carrying a great weight along with them to which¬
ever fide they inclined . He fucceeded fo well in this defign,
that during the confpiracy of Catiline they were a conftant
guard to the fenate, and ready upon all occaiions to fupport.
the refolutions of that houfe . This was certainly a very im¬
portant fervice to the Commonwealth , and it was no fmalbhonour to Cicero to have been the author of it : but moft of
this order being imployed in collecting the taxes of the Re- L,ll.Ep. i.public , or in farming of its revenues, there were grievous com¬
plaints made again !! them from all parts of the empire for thefrequent abufes of their office, in all which Cicero was forced
to defend them contrary to truth and equity , for fear of alie^nating them from the fenate. But foon after the affair of
Clodius , Cato who did not underiland thofe managements,
accufed the judges who abfolved him of corruption , many of
which were Roman knights , and obtained a decree againft.
them . This was refented as an affront upon the whole body,
and Cicero to pacify them again , was obliged to fpeak in thefenate againft the decree . But a much worfe matter thatlbd
followed fhortly after , involved him in a new trouble uf on their2 account.
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account . Many of them who had farmed the Allan revenues
of the cenfor, whofe office it was to fett them , had taken

them at too high a price, out of emulation to go beyond the
other bidders ; and afterwards repenting of their bargain , made

a raoft impudent requeft to the fenate , that they might be

difcharged of fo much of their rents as they thought would
burthen them too much . It was impoflible for Cato to be

patient under fuch a demand : he oppofed it with all his
might , and on the other fide Cicero, who knew of what con-
fequence it was not to difoblige the order , fupported them no

>lefs vigoroufly : the difpute between them lafted a good while,
tut at length Cato , who had juftice and reafon entirely on his

<fide, got the better , and the petition was rejected. Experi¬
ence foon (hewed how much more ufeful it would have been

for the Commonwealth to have followed Cicero 's advice . The

knights , exafperated at the feverity of the fenate , abandoned
their party , and gave thernfelves up to Casfar, who knew very
well how to turn this divifion to his own advantage . It was

the fault of Cato not to fee that publick affairs are incapable of

perfection , and that it is impoflible to govern a ftate without
iiibmitting lefTer interefts to greater : hence it was that with

o _ . o

admirable intentions for the fervice of his country , he fome-

times did a great deal of mifchief , for want of diftinguiming
between what was good in fpeculation , and what in practice.
This was feldom the cafe with Cicero : when he departed from

the interefts of the Republick , it was for the raoft part with

his eyes open , and without the excufe of error . During thefe
wrangles between him and Cato , the triumvirate was fecretly

forming , and Csfar , under the fpecious pretence of reconciling
-Pompey and Craflus, was working himfelf into a {"hare of power
with them which he knew better than they did how to fup-

3L. IL Ep. i.port . Cicero perceived it, and takes notice to Atticus of

his growing greatnefs . But as dangerous as this union was to

the Common wealth , he did not think fit to oppofe it, or break
with
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with Pompey upon that account ; though he makes the frrongerfdeclarations of his refolution not to abandon the good canfe? butever to maintain it at all events . It feems he flattered himfelfwith an unaccountable chimasra of being; able to govern themO Oboth , as he tells Atticus in the firft epiffcle of the fecond book.And again , in the third of the fame book , he informs hisfriend that Casfar had affurecl him he would do nothing but byhis advice : poflibly Casfar, being fenrible of his foible, mighthave foothed his vanity in making him believe fo ; but it ismuch more likely , that his conduct was owing to other mo¬tives which are mentioned in that letter , viz . Reditus in gratiamocum i?umici$̂ pax cum multitudine ^ feneclutis otium. Thushe manifeftly gave up the care of the Commonwealth to a pre¬carious fafety and fhameful eafe ; but he could not help re¬proaching himfelf for it at the end of the letter , and acknow¬ledging that this was acting very differently from the virtuousmaxims of his confulfhip , and very much beneath his repu¬tation.

The fifth letter of the fecond book is fo extraordinary a con-feffion of his weaknefs, not to give it a worfe name , that I amfurprized how it came to drop from him even to fo intimate afriend as Atticus . He very ingenuoufly tells him , That ifthey whom he afterwards calls Tyrants , would have bribedhim with the place of augur , they had it in their power tohave gained him . ^uo quide?n uno ( Auguratu fcil .) ego ab ijlhcapi pojjum ; vide levitate ??! ??ie.am. But , being difappointedin the object of his ambition , he refolves, out of the abundanceof his virtue , to retire from bufmefs, and philolophize : accord¬ingly , he went in to the country ; and in the letters he wrote fromthence , treats both Clodius and Pompey with great contempt,and even threatens the laft with a publick recantation of ailthe fine things he had faid of him . While he was abfen%Pompey married Casfar's daughter ;, upon which , Cicero , whofepenetration faw all this confequences of the fatal alliance , re-Vol . I . D turned
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turned to Rome , and , joining with Curio and other oppofers of
Csefar in the fenate, endeavoured to obftruct his defigns , though

without offending Pompey , with whom he ftill kept up a (hew

of friendfhip . But the ftorm which had hung over him fo *

long now broke upon his head : Qefar , to -be revenged , affifted
Clodius , and got him to be chofen tribune of the people . No «

fooner was he entered upon this office, but he openly menaced

Cicero with a profecution for the death of the confpirators.
This threw him into one of his ufual terrors ; but Pompey

flattered him with repeated affurances that he would not
fuffer Clodius to proceed : at -firft he gave credit to thefe pro-
mifes ; but finding , that the defign againft him ftill went , on,

he began to fufpe£k that he was betrayed . . His affairs were in
this, difagreeable pollure , when Csfar , who defired only to

draw him off' from giving him trouble at Rome , offered to
carry him his lieutenant into Gaul , for which province he was
ready to fet out . Plutarch fays he follicited . it himfelfi>. but

the letters to Atticus exprefsly affirm that the propofal came:
from Csefar. Be it how it will , there could nothing more ad-

O

vantageous have happened to Cicero at that time . The employ¬
ment was very honourable , and would have effectually fecured
him from the malice and power of his enemies : being fenfible
of this himfelf , he was inclined to accept of it, , andH would
have gone with Ceefar, if Clodius, , perceiving that he was in

danger of lofing his revenge, had not very artfully changed his
conduct , and , by affecting to feem moderate and void of rancour,
perfuaded people that he had laid afide his refentment , and

was even difpofed to a reconciliation if fought for . Cicero was
weak enough to be duped by this behaviour , and refufed the

lieutenancy of Csefar, who thereupon infifted with Pompey
upon giving him up tothe fury of Clodius , and declared in an
affembly of the people , that he thought Cicero had acted ille¬

gally in putting to death the accomplices of Catiline . Clodius
pufhed the affair fo vigoroufly , that Cicero foon found he had

undone
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undone himferf in not making ufe of Casfar' s offer. Fie fellinto a moil: unmanly dejection , changing his robe, and walkingabout the ftreets in a fordid habit , to move the companion ofthe people , while Clodius inmlted and reviled him -for his wantof fpirit . The fenatc indeed , and the whole equeftrian order^gave him all the marks he could defire of affection and concern;but the fa&ion againft him was the stronger : CrafTus was hisOenemy upon many accounts , Catulus was dead , Lucullus re¬tired from bufmefs : Pompey was his only refource, and he ilillcounted upon fome return for the many fervices he had donehim in the courfe of his adminiftration . But it is the juft pu-nifhment of thofe who make themfelves the tools of other men 's

ambition , 'That whenever the inter efts of thofe they iferve mayhappen to demand it , they are fure to be facrificed : for no very.ambitious ma?i was ever grateful aity further than it was ufefulto hi?n to be fo . This Cicero moft cruelly experienced , when,going to Pompey to implore -his protection , he, to avoid his im¬portunities or reproaches , refufed to fee him„ Upon this he ut¬terly loft all hopes , and , abandoning himfelf to the moft abjed:complaints , confulted with his friends what he fhould do toavoid the prefent .danger . Moft of them advifed him to govoluntarily into banifhment , as the only means to prevent a"Civil War ; which council he refolded to follow, as moft con¬
formable to his own genius and circumftances.

In how Ipiritlefs and effeminate a manner he behaved duringhis exile, is fufticiently known to all the world : the ftain thatis left upon his character was too great to be varnifhed over byall the glory of his triumphant return , which he chiefly owedto the imprudence of Clodius in quarreling with Pompey,though the vigorous proceeding of his friend Milo and thefirmnefs of the fenate were of no fmall fervice to him . As
loon as he was re-eftablifhed in his former dignities , he linkedhimfelf more clofely than ever in . friendship with Pompey,-making his court to Casfar at the fame time, whom he found itiD 3 was
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was not iafe for him to offend. This complaifance had the
effed that he propofed from it ; he obtained the place of au¬
gur which he defired fo paffionately , and not long after the go¬
vernment of Cilicia , His behaviour in the administration of

this province would have done him a great deal of honour , if
he could have been content with the reputation he had ac¬
quired of a wife and upright magistrate , without aiming at the
glory of a foldier , to which he was far from having fo good a
title . Cato 's anfwer to the letter , in which he folicits him to
get a triumph decreed him by the fenate , is a very handfome
reproof of his vanity , and a more gentle one than one would
have expected from the roughnefs of that great man 's character.
But notwithstanding all the pains he took to foften his denial,
Cicero was grievouily offended at it ; which ill difpolition of
his, the enemies of Cato , particularly Casfar, omitted no endea¬
vours to confirm . Upon his return to Rome he found the
Civil War juft ready to break out between him and Pompey :
this extreamj ŷ embarrafled him , for he was very defirous to be
upon good terms with both , and both equally courted him to
their party . At firft he attempted to bring them to fome
agreement , but he foon found that defign impracticable ; for
ambition , which had formerly made them friends, now made
them enemies : then he laboured to difiuade Pompey in parti¬
cular from hazarding a war , by reprefenting to him the inequa¬
lity of their forces,, and that it was now too late to quarrel with
the man whom he himfelf had made fo ftrong : thefe argu¬
ments , jult and reafonable as they- were, had no effe£t upon
Pompey , who was infatuated with a vain conceit of his own
power, and a falfe confidence which betrayed him to his ruin.
All his efiorts, towards preventing a rupture meeting with no
fuccefs, Cicero found himfelf in the greateft perplexities for
which of the two factions he fhould declare . On one fide he

faw a general without authority , troops without obedience^
negle£t of all neceffary preparation , and a continual feries of

miftal.ves;
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miftakes ; on the other an active leader, a well-difciplinedarmy , great courage, and admirable condu £t : whichever gotthe better , the Commonwealth was almoft equally fure ofbeing inflaved. That this was the cafe, very plainly appears frommany paftages in his Epiftles to Atticus , where he fays, Thatlet the fuccefs of the Civil War be what it would , the confe-
fequence of it would certainly be a tyrant . I lhall only citeone, which is in the 7th letter of the 7th book, Depugna , in-quis, potius quam fervias : ut quid f Ji vi&us eris^projcrib are ;Ji viceris, tamen fervias . The only difference was, That thetyranny of Pompey would be eftablilhed upon the authority ofthe fenate, and Caefar chofe rather to build his upon the favourof the people . Under there difficulties Cicero remained fometime , in a mod uneafy iituation ; at la ft he tells Atticus theconclusion of all his reafonings in the following words : §luidergo, inqutS) a&urus esf Idem quodpecudes qua depulja fui ge¬neris fequuntur greges : ut bos armenta , fic ego bonos viros, auteos qui dicuntur bom, Jequar t . etiam Ji ruent . He refolves toherd with his own kind ; that is, to follow thofe who had the re¬

putation of being the honeft party , the majority of fenators,and the men whofe dignity was moft eminent in the Common¬wealth . But though he had taken this refolution , he delayed agood while to execute it, from the natural timidity of his temper.In the mean time , fome of his friends that were in CaTar's army,,and Ca;far himfelf, were very earneft with him to Hand neuterat Teait , if he would not join with them , which conduct theyperfuaded him wToukl be moft for his honour, , as well as infi¬nitely for his advantage . But Pompey preffed him to comeimmediately to his camp , and in fuch a manner as let him fee,;that he relented the uncertainty of his behaviour . This alarmedhim , and he beo;an to-declare himfelf according to his firft in-K-
J » >tention , though he every day law more reafon to apprehend theill fuccefs of their party . But what determined him at laft was:the feverity with which Pompey threatened to proceed againft

alls
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AdFLm'ix a^ vv̂10 remauie d inactive and neuters in the quarrel \ CrudeUler

EP! v.' ''minabitur Miojis, fays he in a letter to one of his friends . And

Ad Varro- in another to Atticus he tells him , that the lead; he (Atticus)

^ '̂ '^ ' wmM fufterif Pompey fhould he victorious , -was a confifcation
of all his fortune ; and that as many as .continued in the fame

neutrality muft expect to come off no better . He himfeli

therefore , upon the report of fome difadvantage Ccefar lay under

an Spain (which , contrary to the expectation of his enemies , he

loon furmounted ), , fct fail, and joined Pompey at his camp in

..Greece , who received him coldly , as knowing he came thither

very much againft his will . He endeavoured to revenge him-

felf by bitter railleries upon the ill management of their

affairs, and fo derided the weaknefs of the party , that it

drew from Pompey this fevere reproof , Pafs info Ccefars

camp, and then you will give over ridiculing us, and begin

to fear us. Cicero fo far followed his advice , that he with¬

drew hi mfelf before the battle of Pharfalia , and immediately

after that decifive action made his peace with the conqueror.

From that time to the death of Casfar, he led a molt inglorious

and difhonourable life, courting the ufurper , whom in his heart

he hated , with the moft abject and fervile adulations , entirely

forgetting the dignity of his former character , and not eves

hiding the difgraceful circumftances of his prefent fituation by

a prudent and mod eft retreat , but expofing them to the eyes

of the publick , and braving the cenfures of mankind . Yet in

this unworthy and contemptible fcene of action , which brought

fuch a cloud upon his reputation , one merit he Hill prefervecl,

that in his Batteries to Casfar he mewed a regard to the interefts

of his friends , and the fafety of thofe who had faithfully ferved

the Commonwealth . Such a conduct {hews there were yet

fome fparks of virtue remaining in him ; and though it =,does

not atone for the mean homage which he paid to the tyrant of

r.his country , yet it certainly leffens the guilt and takes off

■from the infamy of his crime . The confpiracy again ft.Ceefir,
which
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which was formed and executed without his participation ;, is a
plain proof how low he was then fallen in the opinion of honeft
men ; for who was fo fit to have engaged in a defign again it the
life of an ufurper , as the deftroyer of Catiline and his accom¬
plices ? from whom could the Republick fo properly expecl:
her freedom , as from him who had before defended it in fo
imminent a danger ? But they who efpoufed that caufe which
he had deferted , faw and knew that he- had no longer fpiris
enough for fo great an undertaking ; and therefore *they -con*
tented themfelves with requiring his approbation afterwards,-
which they were fatisfied he would not refufe them when theJ

Mow was ftruck ; and then indeed , as they expecled he would
dor he . returned to the maxima ©f his former policy , and his
character in fome meafure recovered its former luftre . He en¬
tered into the interefts of the confpirators , and did them all the
fervice he was able, the particular inftances of which it will
not be neceffary •to mention here . But when he found that ail
was going again to wreck by the cabals of Antony and other
friends of Caefar, when Brutus and the other heads of the con-*
fpiracy were obliged to yield to the violence of the conjuncture
and abandon Italy , he too judged it prudent to retire , and took
flipping to go into Greece ; but , meeting with :contrary winds }
he was, driven ba©k 3once or twice to fhore ; by which -delay,,
time was given to his friends in Rome to acquaint him with
Antony 's having made a decree , for the perpetual abolifhment
of the didatorihip , which Sylla and Caefar had made fo odious,
and fome other popular acts, that :gave them hopes he would re¬
turn to his duty , and no longer hinder the restoration of -the
Commonwealth , Being thus called back by, what he terms
himfelf , the general woke of his country , and looking .upon
the accidents which had delayed his paffage as miraculous -de¬
clarations of the will of Providence to command his return , he
mad ev what hafte he could to Rome , where he was received by
the whole city with uncommon honours . But . the good opinion

x: he
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lie had conceived of Antony did not laft long : fome katfia

words he fpoke in the fenate concerning him , occasioned a very
iiarp reply , which Antony refenting , loudly threatened him
m his oration , and accufed him as an accomplice of Caefar' s

murder . Cicero from that moment kept no meafures with him ;

but , arming himfejf with all the thunder of his eloquence , poured
forth thofe terrible invectives which compelled the fenate to de¬

clare war upon Antony , and foon after drove him out of Italy.
This was certainly a very great action , and one of the mining
parts of Cicero 's life ; but pofiibly he would have done the
ftate more fervice, in the fituation it then was, if his animoiity

againft Antony had been lefs violent , becaufe it precipitated
the execution of thofe defigns which ended in the ruin of the
Commonwealth ; at leaft this was the opinion of Brutus , as

appears by feveral paflages in his letters . But there is another
part of his conduct , which it will be more difficult to know how
to juftify . I mean his committing the fafety of the Republick
to an ambitious boy, who, from the near relation he bore to

Casfar, could never be a proper perfon to defend it in conjunc¬
tion with his father 's murderers . At £rft indeed it might look

like good policy , to make ufe of his credit among the friends
and foldiers of Julius Casfar, againft the more formidable great-
nefs of Mark Antony ; but when he afterwards grew fo power¬
ful , it was a moft inconftderate and fatal miftake to continue

him any longer in employment , and put the laft ftake of liberty
into the hands of one who had fo great temptations to betray
it . It feems Qctavius , unexperienced as he was, had difco-
vered the old man ' s weak fide, and , by flattering and perfua-
ding him that he would always act fubfervient to his authority,
had engaged him to that exceffive confidence which his friends
law the danger of, though he did not . Brutus in. particular,
whofe eyes were ever open to all that might affect the Com¬
monwealth , made him ftrong and frequent inftances to have a

care of fetting up one tyrant while he was pulling down another:
but
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but when , without any regard -to thefe remonftrances , he car¬
ried his fervility fo far as even to iupplicate Octavius for the
lives of Brutus and the other eonfpirators , that truly great and
free-fpirked Roman could not help venting his indignation a-
gainlt. him in two letters , one to Atticus , and the other to
Cicero himfeif , which are at the fame time the nobieft monu- a
ments of the heroick virtue of him that wrote them , and the
moft unanfwerable condemnations of that conduel which gave
occafion to them . And indeed he had too much reaibn to fay,that Cicero acted as if he was not fo follicitous about fecurins:

csthe liberty of his country , as to chufe a mafter who would be
favourable to himfeif . But what moft of all exafperated Brutus
was, that in the excefs of his complaifance for Octavius, he had
even reflected upon Cafca, whofe caufe hadbeen efpoufed by him
with fo much warmth , and upon whofe action he had bellowed
fuch high encomiums , while he had freedom and courage to
fpeak his mind . Of this Brutus , whofe reputation was ftrongly
linkt to that of Cafca, moft grievoufly complains to Atticus,
and tells him with a noble contempt , that though he and his
aftbciates , in the generous defign of delivering the whole world
from flavery , did not boaft fo much of the Ides of March as Ci¬
cero of the Nones of December *, yet their glory was not inferiorto his, nor their characters lefs facred. I rnuii tranfcribe both:
the letters , if I were to repeat all the admirable reproofs which
they contain of Cicero 's bafenefs and indifcretion , in fo meanly
courting the enemy of the Commonwealth , and for having
planted and fupported a tyranny , whofe roots were like to
ftrike deeper , and grow more ftrongly , than that of Antony;
v/hich he valued himfeif upon having attempted todeftroy . All
that can be alledged in his excufe is, that he believed he fhould
be able to deprive Octavius of the power he had given him,
when the intereft of the ftate fhould require it : there are fome
paflages in the hiilory of thofe times , which feem to favour

* At which time Cicero quafhed the con/piracy of Catiline.Vol . I . E this
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this fuppofition , and even to a flu re us, that he intended doing

it , when he was prevented by the fudden forming of the tri¬

umvirate . It is faid that Panfa , who received a mortal wound

at the battle of Modena , declared at his death , to the young

Csefar, that the fenate only made ufe of him as an inftrument

of their vengeance upon Antony , and that they were determin¬

ed to make him the next facrifice to the jealoufy of the repub-

lick . There was alfo an expreffion of Cicero reported to him,

in which , by an equivocation eafily underftood , there was inti-

v .Epift.D. mated a defign-to cut him off (laudandum juvenem omandum

XLla'dFa- tollendum) as foon as he had ferved their turn ; upon

miiiares,Ep.which , he openly declared that he would take care to put

it ,out of .their power. If this was the cafe, it very much

takes off from the ingratitude of Octavius, in confenting to the

death of his benefactor , fince fuch double dealing could hardly

deferve the name of an obligation , let the effects of it be ever

fo advantageous . Upon the whole , I am inclined to think , that

though his behaviour in regard to Caefar was productive of infi¬

nite mifchiefs, yet he meant well in it to the Commonwealth,

and that the fault was rather of his judgment than his heart:

but to whatever caufe it is to be afcribed , he fuffered death as

a punifhment for it , and fell himfelf the earlieft victim to that

See piu- tyranny his mismanagement had eftablifhed . There was fome-
larch . •

thing mean in the circumftances that immediately preceded his

murder ; bat at the initant of death itfelf he behaved with dig¬

nity , and fhewed a firmnefs not unworthy of a Roman.

In his private character he was very amiable , only fometimes

too much given to raillery , a fault which very witty men are

feldom wife enough to fhun . I cannot pafs fo fevere a

cenfure as fome have done upon his grief for the death of

his daughter Tullia , whofe extraordinary merit is a fuffici-

ent anfwer to thofe who reproach it with the name of

weaknefs . Great minds are molt fenfible of fuch loffes;

and the fentiments of humanity and affection are ufually rnoft

5
molt

\
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tender , where in every other refpect there is the greateft
ftrength of reafon.

I mail cldfe thefe obfervations with one remark upon the
works of Cicero , that they are a ftrong proof how effential free*
dom is to the excellency of writing , particularly in the two
moft manly kinds of it , philofophy and oratory ; lmce , after the
lofs of the Roman liberties , they were fo far from ever being
equalled , that all attempts which were made to imitate them,
ferved only to demonstrate that the genius and learning of Rome
were funk together with its conftitution . Poetry indeed , and
other parts of literature which are only proper for amufement,
may poffibly flourifh under the fmiles of an arbitrary Prince ; but
force and folidity of reafoning, or a fublime and commanding
.eloquence, are inconfiftent with flavifli reflraint , or timorous
dependancy.

O B-
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