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R O o M L D

A MEMBER of PARLIAMENT,
FROM

A FRIEND in the COUNTRY.

s1 R,

Iﬂ.l‘rl a private gentleman of fome property in the county
of —— and voted for you at the cle&tion of this parliament,
L voted for you neither as a whig nor as a tory; but as a gentle-
man, whom I believed to be in the intereft of my country.
For this reafon only I preferred you to your competitor, and
gave you the vote I might have /6/d to-him, = Since that time
[ have heard with pleafure of your condué, and find no reafon
‘to repent  of my choice. You ferve me well in parliament,
and I don’t defire to be ferved by you any where elfe. 1 have
never folicited, I never will folicit you, though you fhould
come to have a better intereft at court, for any of zhofe litle
places, which feem of late to have been multiplied, only to
anfwer the demands of men in my fituation, as far as poflible,
upon thofe in yours; and which are become almoft the only
[fubject of correfpondence between members of parliament, and
their friends in the country, You will therefore permit me to

H 2 take
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take the liberty now of correfponding with you on another
foot,, and after four years filence to remind you a little of
what I-have a 1'ight to expe& from you as my reprt‘ﬁ’:ntatit’e.
The importance of the conjunéture will excufe my prefumption.
It is not difficult for us now to fpeak upon thefe matters: they
are brought fo home to our minds, they are made fo plain to
our fenfes, that we cannot be doubtful what opinion to form.
Itis hardly neceflary to »eafon ; it is enough to fee/, There
is'a time, when wrong and mifchievous meafures may be dif-
guifed; but there 1s a time too when they 'will difcover them-
felves. While the evil feeds are fowing, thofe alone are alarmed,
who have penetration enough to fee things in their caufes; but
when they are gtown up, and the fruits appear, the grofs of
mankind have capacity to judge, and fpirit to complain.
This, Sir, is the circumftance of the people of England. They
{uffer too much to be amufed: and if they continue to fuffer,
it will not be from error, or infenfibility, but from fuch caufes
as I do not care to fuppofe. There is reafon to hope that their
complaints will be redrefied; and in that hope I write this
letter to you. I fhall propofe to your confideration fome par-
ticular points which, we in the country thiak, fhould make
the bufinefs of this feflion; and if you agree to my reafonings,
I dare promife myfelf, you will not afterwards differ from them

an your condull.

Sir, we area trading nation; and whatever affe@s our trade
is our neareft concern, and ought to be our principal care.

Of all the branches of our commerce that to our own colonies
as the moft valuable upon many accounts. . If I am rightly in-
formed, itis by 2bat alone we are enabled now to catry on the
reft. And as it is the moft ufeful to us, {o for many reafons it
naturally ought to be the moff fecure, Foreign markets may
be loft or {poilt by various accidents: other nations may, get
in, and carry commodities, that may be preferred to ours; -or,

by working cheaper, may be able perhaps to underfell us zber.

And

!
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A MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT.

And by thefe means I am afraid we have found our trade de-
cline conhdcmhh in many parts of the world. But in our
own p[.mtatmns nc:-thmg of this can happen. The trade we
have there is engrofled by Ulll'f{_l‘vu-; all other nations are ex-
cluded from i, .md we carry it on under fuch regulations as
are moft for our advantage, In confe equence of wh.\ h, it is
the nurfery of our ltLl.'TlLll, the fi fupport of our navigation,
and the life of our manufa@urers.
But of late years our merchants pafling to and from ou

colonies have been ftopt, examined, plundered, and dbu{u,d
by the Spaniards, our fhlps conﬁ{mtu} and our feamen en-

I
flaved, fo that the navigation thither is become fo dangerous,

that, i[ an effe¢tual f’m: be not foon put to thefe pradices,
this moft beneficial commerce will be utterly loft. The
original fource of them is a 11;_3.]1L of fovereignty which the
Sp.amards tlrrogntc to themfelves in the lm..nc-m feas; a
claim that has always been treated with derifion and feorn
by every power in Europe, and particularly by us who were
1.,:111\* mafters of thofe fe: as, from the glorious reign of Queen
Lhaaluth down to the weak one of Kmtr Charles the Second.
And this ch:m of Spain is ftill fo far frmn being owned by us,
that though it ée a fecres motive, they have not et had the
infolence to avow it openly as the caufe of their proceedings.
But thcy treat every Britifh fhip, which they are able to mafter,
as if the failing oniv in thofe feas was a {ufficient caufe of
confifcation, lluy ‘have feized and condemned outward -
bound fhips, above a hundred leagues from any fhore, without
any pretence at all ; and where thLv are gracioufly pleafed to
aflign pretences for EhLil depredatmna ﬁ”*ﬂ.f ctentes are .u:f/g
af’(??l the depredations rlumje wes, They prcrmd that every Imp,
which ‘has logwood, cocoa-nuts, or pieces of eight aboard, is
lawful prize. Now two of thefe grow 1n our own colonies ;
and the South-fea company, by the Affiento contra&, furnifth
the Spaniards with Negroes, which they pay for in pieces of

4 eight ;
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¢ight; and ‘as the principal market for thefe Negroes is Ja-
raica, this occafions the circulating a great deal of that fpecie
there : fo that we might with full as good reafon ftop the {hips of
Spain ‘intheir paflage by Jamaica, or our other plantations,
and confifcate them formally, if we find aboard of them either
Inowood, cocoa-nutsy or pieces of eight 3 for this will juft as well
prove that they have been trading with owur colenies, as our
having fuch goods aboard can prove that we have been trading
swith theirs. And their manner of trial is a mockery of juftice,
which would be highly ridiculous, if the effeéts of it were not
€5 terrible. The caufe is tried in their own courts in America,
a Spanifh advocate is to plead for our mesrchants, and the
judges themfelves almoft always thare in the prize. The con-
fequence of this is, that every fhip which is taken by them
muft be confifcated.

But fuppofing, for argument’s fake, that all thofe fpecies of
goods upon which fentence is paft by this moft righteous ju~
dicature, were undeniable proofs of an illicit trade, on what
ground of the law of nations, or by what article of any, treaty,
have the Spaniards a right 7o flop or Jfearch our [fhips ab ali?
Where a general trade is allowed, one fpecies of goods may be
prohibited; as, for inftance,. wool, or. fuller's earth; and the
exporting it may be highly penal: but did this country ever
pretend, when: her naval power was at the height, to flop
thips owt at fea; in order to {earch whether fuch commodities
were aboard? would the little republick of Genoa_ endure our
doing it? could.any thing lefs thana conquelt bring her to fub-
mit'to it?  But the doing it in America is much lefs defenfible.
For where no general trade is allowed, no one particular {pecies
of goods can' be more probibited than another, and zbe fearching
there has no obje& at all, and no foundation in realon. All
the rules therefore laid down in the treaty of 1667, between
England and Spain, concerning the method of {earching for
prohibited goods, are plainly confined ta Europe, where a

general
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general trade is allowed ; and have no relation to America,
where all trade is forbid. For in theone cafe they may be ne -

ceflary, but in the other they muft be ufelefs. ' And it is- much
to be tnﬂn,d that this moft manifeft diftin&ion bad been betrer

underflood by owr wminifters in their treating with 8 L,.-dm, and
that, by m{lﬁmn on articles ‘which are not to our purpole,
Lll(\' had not uLchn.,d thofe by which our rights are fecured.

The ground on which thofe 11'rhts ftand is the law of nations,
wim,h eftablithes a freedom of navigation to all, and confiders
the fea as an univerfal benefit, not a ]“:Jl'titu]'][' property .or
dominion of one: there is no nation /o powerful, none /6o proud
in the world, as dire&ly to C‘L.']V this maxim ; va‘;t_ 1s none
fo weak, I‘:(mc/o rr!'r;a...' as to give it up. We have been fo far
from dcpmtmg frem it by treaty, that in all thofe we have
made concerning America it is L\plcts]v fipulated, and in-
dubitably C01111E11'1Cd, particularly in that of 1670 ; which
declares that zhe freedom of navigation ought by .mo manner of
means to be interrupted, and makes no .other exception to this
general rule, than a reciprocal prohibition to both nations in
America, to come 7nfo the ports and havens of the other o
trade there; for in cafes of diltrefs, or neceility, the fame
treaty allows, that zbey may come into thesm, and o1 ught:to be
kindly received. As to our failing mear their coafis, it is net
only permitted, but it is of abfolute neceflity in the courfe. of
our voyage to and from our own plantations in America: Jow
near we fhall go to them, it is impoflible to fix, becaule it
depends upon circumftances ‘we cannot command, as winds,
and tides;  but wery near we muft go fn,qucm:,, and they
reciprocally muft go near to ours. No treaty therefore has
ever {ettled any bound except the porss and havens of either
crown in America, W1th1n which it fhall not be lawful to fail;
nor can they be fettled, {o as not to be liable to infnite difi-

culties, and endlefs chicane.
It




6

ACEEST TE Ry ' TO

It remains then certaim, that in. reafon; and juftice, by
the law of nations, and by all our treaties, the way toand
from our own dominions in America is as free as the paffage
between London and Briftol; and that Spain has no more right
to ftop and fearch our fhips in the feas of America, than in the
Britifo channel.

Indeed this pradice of fearching is fo very inexcufable, that it
cannot be fupported upon any notion of right, Nothing canwar-
rant it but fuperior force, and the famous argument of Brennus,
Ve Vittis | All forts of mifchiefs muft arife from admitting it, or
from merely fuffering it, as we have fadly experienced, and no one
inconvenience can attend its being denied. Were our {hipsfound
trading in the Spanifb ports and havens themfielves, even in
that cafe, though they ought to be confifeazed, it is a great
abfurdity to fuppofe they fhould be fearched. For as the thip
and cargo, be it what it will, is forfeited by our being there
without diftrefs, or neceflity, te what intent or purpofe is @

Jearch to be made after any particular {pecies we may have

aboard? but upon this pretence to ftop our fhips on the high
feas, is to infult our underflanding, and defpife our power, as
well as to infringe our rights, and to deftroy our trade.

Thus for fome years things have gone on from bad to worfe,
England complaining and remonftrating, Spain chicaning and
infulting; fatisfaction fometimes refufed, fometimes promifed,
never given: our negotiations, and our lofles always. con-
tinuing, and encreafing almofl in the fame proportion: at lait
our merchants weary of thefe ufelefs methods applied & third
time to parliament, and petitioned there for redrefs. In the
courfe of their examination it appeared too plain, that we had
been treated by Spain with the utmolt injuftice, the utmoft
barbarity, and the utmoft contempt: and that no one effectual
ftep had been taken to procure reparation of our loffes, fatisfac-
tion to our honour, or fecurity for our trade. It appeared

indeed,
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indeéd, that ‘as far as , 2o, our miniftry had tried
to put-a ftop to thefe infilts. ~ 71 hey had fpared no pains, they

had fpared #o paper. © Memorials, ep -duxtmons to the c{)mt
of h‘wr had been as frequent, :m:'] as little minded, as the or-
der thence, in behalf of our merchants,
1ors 1n Ameérica, ' Neither
the depredations, avgment
1iwh in confe

A ME]

aind cedulas Lll' t
to '[11._ Spanith tribunals, and go
prod luced : ny crinl, but to encr
our fufferings, and amufe the fufferers I\.._., thot
quence of a nuL) W 1111%[‘-1r in whic -rved her zore ,'L_r-
baps than we could Jutftify, commiff: Pl

thefe differences, and obtain reftitution for our !;:1'::, as a return
for ,‘.rw urs received, though lll\._} continued negotiating for fome
years in ‘:lp”un, though much was promifed fr om lm\ commif-
fion, yet it does not appear, that any body got by it, bur the
commiflaries them/elver,
Upon the proof of all this it was the fenfe of parliament, that
more effe@tual meafures ought to be purfued. And toenable his
majefty to take them, great fupplies were voted, great arma-

wointed to'adjud

185 W

ments made; the whole nation exp
fuch a peace could not be gained, as would retrieve our honour,
and fecure our trade. Soon after the parliament rofe, the war ap-
pcarul inevitable : flrong flecets were fitted out, and fent to
Spain, and the Indies: lhn could nol be done without a'vait
expence; great obftruion to our trade, and hardthips on'our
failors.  Yet fuch was the {pirit of the people, fuch their referit-
ment at the indignities put upon tll:: king and nation, tha
they came into it chearfully; and not a murmuf was hc.a::.
unlefs againft the le ‘ulda I hciiew it will be difficule
to find a period in hiftory, vhcn this pation was fo uni-
verfally and fo eagerly h\fc-:t upon a war, as at that time,
They had a uft abl 1orrence, Jnj a jult difilain ' of the
Spani'rr“- nor did 'zhofe, who are known to _]ud I]][:

beft of foreign affairs, apprehend any danger, at'?
from any orher miore Jormidable power; fo that ]l con-

cluded

e@ed, and defired a war, if
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cluded we fhould a& with wigour; when it was more than
probable “we might ad with fuccefs: and the effort we
had made, the force we had raifed, was very fufficient to
oive us a fuperiority in fo jult a quarrel; a quarrel in
which all nations trading to America had an equal intereft,
and a common taufe with England: it was now Dbelieved,
our adminiffration would fhew, that their former remifinels
did not proceed from fear, or negligence; but that they
curbed their fpirit till zhe point of time, when they might

1en

be fure to exert it with deciffve advantagzes. This their friends
gave out, and candid men were willing to think; efpeci-
ally as it was faid, that ome great- perfon had declared, he
thought it for the in crelt of a minifter to have war rather
than peace, But in the height and warmth of thefe expecta-
tions, while all Europe was intent on the motions and ope-
rations of our fléets, we heard of a convention being figned,
and that we might expeét a {peedy accommodation of our dif-.
ferences by a peace.

Of the terms of this convention you will, no doubt, be
apprifed at the meeting of the parliament ; and then you
will judge, whether it is proportionate to the charge we
have been at, the opportunity we have negleéted, the
wrongs we have fuftained, the {atisfaction and fecurity we
have a right to cxpeét.

I only beg lcave to mark out to you /wo principal points,
upon which I think you cannot miftake 1in forming your
judgement. If we make a peace, it ought to be fuch, as
will remove, in the moft effetual manner, both the caife
and pretence, of the injuries done us by  th Spanith
nation.

Now the pretence for them has been folely this, that
they claim a right of flopping and fearching - our fhips,
on the high feas, or near their own coafts; which claim
of theirs is unfupported by treaty, and dire@ly repugnant

to




A MEMBER OF PARLIAMEN T,

to the law of nations, to the
1

: ights of our crown, and
the freedom “of our navigation. = If therefore we clearly

affert, 'that they have wo fuch right; that where we have
no trade with them there can be o probibited gouds;
that we have a liberty to fail as nigh to their coafts as
the courfe 'of ‘our voyage, the convenience of winds and
tides, and other circumftances of navigation, may require;
that, in purfuing that courle, our fhips are not to be
Jearched or flopt on any account; that, 2z cafes of ne-
ceffity, they may even enter their poris, and that only in
cafe of zrading there they are to be feized; if we ex-
prefsly affert @/ this in our treaty of peace, it may be

a {ecure and lafting one, and deferves well the fan&ion of

parliament.
But if we leave this /o, or if we admit of any limits,
within which a fearch may be made on any pretence, We
have viclded every thing, we have no fecurity, all will be
o S L=} J?
{ubje¢t to difpute and chicane; we fhall have the fame
weary round to run, of applications to Madrid, references

h

from thence to the’ Welt-Indies, and from the Weft-In
to Madrid again; and, after the folemn hearing
wrongs in parliament, after laying open all our w
the view of the world, after declarations of right, and
lofty threats of  refentment, after millions fpent, we fhall
be in a worfe condition, than we ever have been yet by
any former treaty, or than we {hould have been, 1if we
had taken no notice of the complaints of our merchants,
and not moved in them at all.

As to the other point, zbe ca of all thefe njuries, 1
take it to have been the contempt this nation is fallen 1mnto,
from what unhappily may have {eemed to our encinies a
defpicable tamenefs and pufillanimity in our condud&d, How
far this has gone, I am athamed to fay. Thofe, who to
infult us could not prefume on their own ftrength, by long

I2 obferving

-
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obferving, ..or._fuppofing they obferved, a weaknefs in out
councilsy,* have come to fuppofe it in _the  pation itfelf:
and on this prefumption they became as arrogant, as, they
imagined England to be timid, and, weak. They  have
certainly | aéted as if they thought we were zhe wreaneft of
natigns, . or that #/ et of minifers had; conduéted our
affairs, This Hh_Jlu.ch therefore muft be removed, or we
fhall continue to fuffer, as much as we have done, and
ftill more: for, where impunity is certain, infolence knows
no bounds. If 1.|1r pu;u:c we make does not retrieve -our
rep! atation, it is impoihble 1t can laft, for iz way be broke
withaut fear. "'J'u.l can have no reafon to keep it, unlefs
it 13 made on fuch terms, as to convince her that the
temper, and fpint of our court is changed; and that we
will bear no lnnf:u what we have borne fo long. Should
any article of it be difbonourable or mean, thmrgll all the
reft were advantageous, that alone would be fatal, becaufe it
would leave us expofed to endlefs infults and affronts, the certain
confequence of a ftain imprinted on our national chara®er. Re-
putation is to a people, juft what credit is to a merchant. | The
firft depends on an opinion of ftrength, as the latter does on an
opinion of Upulencc. But that UPinion of opulence is a real
mh"m.at? e, that opinion of firength s a real fecurity. When a
L.hlLlul} notion pr-.!..uis in ﬁm cale of the merchant, when
his: credit is hurt, there comes a run upon him fuddenly,
and thought infuficient, he becomes fo in re=
| ame lhin*r may luppcn to a pation from
the  lofs of charadter.. An opinion of its weaknefs may
ncourage enemies, may tunite them agaiaft it in a fudden
attack, may difhearten its friends, and leave it deftitute
t {fuccour. All which might have been prevented, had
due care been taken to fupport the opinion of its im]n:—Lul

E:'\.' lJ' |_| L

g
(=]
iz
I

The

by ‘a fpirited condu@. 1 hope attention will be had to
. 2 R | ‘ - - 3
In° our peace with. Spain, and that we fhall on no
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account''yield ‘to ‘any thing fandalous, but feek reparation
to’ ‘our honour,  as "well as''to our metchants.” And T

i |
¥

dare anfwer for 'z

that, great as their lofles are, “they

had ‘rather ‘endure them 'without anv compenfa ion, than
3 .

have it'made in a way, “that may be difgraceful to 'their
country. “Bure’ I 'am' it would be better for rhesz to lofe
their money, ot for »s to pay it out of our own pocket

&
t
L

¥y
an, for the fake of rewribution to them, to admit of a
treaty, in which the fecurity of our commerce 15 mnot
firmly eftablifhed, beyond a poflibility of all future

by exprefs declarations of our right zot 10 be four

L] = " » 1
to admit of fuch a dity
1 - ll- ] 'l\.--;lJ 7 —-‘. 1 p A - 2 & A, i an N -
that 20 e bribed with pu OWR. fency o owr own wn-

dotng.

l?: thefe  plain lights, Sir, I hope you will confider
this convention, when it fhall be liid before you in the
courfe “of the feflion. You will not, T dare fay, fuffer
vourlelf to be amufed with nice difli
ments of poli

nétions, and refine-
y- You will remember how ufelefs, nay,
how fatal, all thefe fubtilties have hitherto proved, and
what they are like to produce. You will delire to fee a
treaty, which fhall not
negotiationy “which fhall fp
lent!'}'—;:unflcﬂ'.:!11, and every
Indies, ' fhall underfland the
Halpoles, and La Lua

f b T3 b
Re begrnnin

- v
that every !;n;]uh

governor 1in the
it, ‘as: well as the

ak

iras.

You will not be fatistied with a prefent compliance, and tem-
ex] , which are only patch work, nor refer that
iffaries, which requires inftant difpatch; nor fuffer thar

to be argued which is inconteftable; but demand

and

) L1 o ; 1 S R A L a
durable peace, ]ILJIL-’]'_'..|'_'L| on real lecuritv, and. exp

- |

ol et - 1
nent of all thofe rights that have been quefti

i tO 'Our commerce, or fo o

ot lefe flhas 1618 TR T B 1T
LN IG5 . Than 1_]],"4 i | ELE NAETON

: :
17, but zhe end of

61




N T D s g LU e
And when this is done, you will confider of the methods,
how!' 'to turn this peace to the belt advantage, and fecure
it effectually for the time to come. The only way of
doing that, Sir, is, to put the nation in a condition to be
feared; 'and this can only be done, by reducing its debt,
and gradually leflening its taxes.

—

Itis a ]'?'1{::1:111(?!1{}1)’ thought that fo much time (hould have
Lieen loft from this neceffary work, fince it has been in our
power. I believe it could be proved almoft to 3 demonftration,
that ever fince the peace of Utrecht, we might have attended
to it conftantly, without the leaft interruption from our neigh-
bours abroad, who had no defire to difturb us, till within thefe
few years paft, when, notwithftanding great compliances on our
fide, the hoftilities of Spain have loudly called for our refent-
ment.  In all our quarrels during the late reign, though it can
no more be doubted that zhe interefi of England was the only
point confidered, than that Bremen and Verden were never
thought of in themy yet how far that interes was rightly under-
{tood by us, is not quite fo clear. To fome it appears we had
no grounds for quarrelling, no more than we had upon other
occafions for negotiating; and that we might better have been
quiet, if fych a&ive abilities, as fome of our minifters were en-
dowed with, could have been content to repofe. But the enter-
ing lightly into wars, and alliances, in which we had no con-
cern, or a very diftant one at moft, if it was the fault, was not
the only fault of our government.

Thofe who cannot fee into the depth of our policy, and
the infcrutable wifdom of our councils, may be apt to
think, that we have been no lefs faulty in our way of
smaniging peace, in our negle& of ufing the advantages
attending it, and in finding the fecret by an unaccountable
condu&@, to make it as expenfive, and as ruinous as wWar:
that we have purchafed difbonour at as dear a rate, as we
did glory in fome former reigns: that this has continued,

2 this
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this  has fixed upon us the dithculties, which, with tole-
rable management, 0 oht to have been conquered long
ago: and that to this is owing, not to King \\’i!liam,
or {,1_.“,.1 Anne, if we are a .I.duik and a de t].[“ng nation.
Had it not been for this, fay they, we have had leifure

enough to pay off great part of our debt, and to en-
creafe the finking fund to fuch an annual fum, as would
enable the government to maintain our dignity, without
walting our fubftance. Had zbat been done, we had
been now a mighty people, ealy at home, and formidable
abroad. ~ And though we had ne difputes with Spain, yet,
on 01]1[.; accounts, it would be highly defirable for us to
be in thofe circumjfances, rat i. r than in a ftate of indi-

ate of fear, For though by

gence, which muft be a fk
reafon  of fome lucky circumitances at this  junéure we
have no caule to Jppu,lscnd any inftant danger from France,
thofe, who look forwards at ;l”, have very dreadful ap-
prehenfions. The Empire is already open to her by Al-
face, and Loraine, and there has been a terrible alarm, that 1t
may {oon be fo by Luxembourg 'h.  The weaknels of 'h-;: Low
(uun ries 1s apparent to every lnm y; and God knows how {con
be made a facn fice either to #he l.f-'t"!.fff bip, or the
r-.!'ms of France, If the power of that erown in imtnr times

1ad equalled its ambition, Europe had been loft; if its ambi-

P
they

tion now fhall equal its power, it will pumabl) accomplifh
what it then defigned, And bad is our condition, when our
fate is to depend on a fpirit of conqueft not prevailing in that
ely been doing what we ought to have done..
T'hey have, by aeconomy, by attention to. tr: ulfc, by uhng Lhﬁ,h
people, and nu[am.n'u% ‘.\\.,” the money they raile, laid {uc

foundations for their future ¢ greatl iefs, that if an Lrlff.iimih

3, he will find advantages, whi
his greateft pre , Mazarin, Colbert, Louvois,
L NEver

minifter Jhc‘;:l\;a fliccee
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realon to exi ;
vmitances . of, ithat ki

then be the ¢
] £ n one fide mur'.__::i;:u:l l'L'ﬁ'L'I'.‘LiL‘H, credit, Hunl
at . home and LL':?'.'U: d, an exhaufled, difpirited; difcontent

people s on the uu-_L, ar ;]1 and poj ular government

in alliances, in reputati in the confidence and afl s
fubjects. \\'.:';1 -_er contefl be equal between ; 1 ¢
and what an ageravation is it to the :“;..1 of this thought; to

refle& va.-‘ 4111_}' we might have been in a co nlmvn, Lu {ave
ourfelves and Eu rc,[m [rom ,n-~ danger and fear ; ify for thefe
twelve years paft, (to go no. high er) our debt had (]LL:\_ALL(] in
1 ;-_.*c?.:iun to the means that have been in our hands, and no
greater expence had been incurred by the * government, than
the real neceflity of affairs rec Juired! We m agjlu then have 1pop.L
to France u';'l| as much :LL;an'i"\' as becomes this nation in the
ommon cm';, ¢ipecially if we had taken any care at the {fame
time to fet ourfelves at the head of the Proteftant interelt, which
15 our natural poft; and has on former occafions given great ad-
vantages as WLH as luftre to the crown of England. Had we pur=
{ued t]lr_f'c meafures, we (hould now have rolhmﬂ' to dread; by
-‘l'{uln > them fteadily we may vet be le, we may yet be con-
.'uh, we may yet hold the balance of E .urope.  But till a
'..-{.-1'[,1|ul'h¢LL1m] fhall reflore our affairs, little di; gnity, or Vi=
gour, is to be expe@ed in our councils. Some appearance
wizour may p;,.a ips: be nummu _{ ;- but it will impofe on
nobody; no, not on ourfetves. To think that keeping up,
at a vail expence, great fHeets and armies, with a refolution
not to L[L-})|U\ them, can fecure our reputation, . is as grofs
a miftake, asif, in ImmLL [JfL.., a gentleman known to be
in debt, and not difpofed to clear him{elf,  {hould think to
cheat his creditors, and fulmort his credit, by encrealing his

heen duly lnpull

1w [French war.

L:'-T.!z
1




(15§ !
be glad’ to be told (l
)what nfe they have been of to us either

ey give, to be fure; an air of mag:

L=

well 'known, ' that we owe alm
.".'|_‘-II_I 1451

been forced to apply the finking fund, not to difcha ge that

debt; but o furnifl out thefe
I''moflt parts of Eneland

o gentlemens rents are fo ill paid,
1 rd - -
and the weight of taxes lyes fo heavy upon them, that thofe

]
who have nothing from the court can fearce fupport their

count, it what they give be balanced againft what they re-
1 people who have money

families; and thofe in place are hardly favers on the ac-
3 i y

ceive.  There are indeed fome ric
in‘the funds; and out of tenderncefs to zbem T fuppofe it was,
that when intereft was naturally, and apparently fallen to three
national debt was fill continued at i_ul_tr, b:,r
ck has loft millions, and fuch an opportunity,
ain be in our power to retrieve.

fhould be fettled on a durable foot, I hope

who, two years ago, propofed the re-

1he’ werelhy
cduétion of intereft, will renew his motion; and that it will
e bal O B Hs 16! be made % Bignd dhch obretid
U DE #gnaend 10 45 10 DE made fg/s ¢ JEtEEy and then “l--_]LL.t'..(
: ) I hope too care will be

|

V' Ebe

2hrotwn ot M
that, when the fcheme fhall have its eftfe®, redu&ion
and that the

of ‘mtereft znd' taxes fhall go hand in hand;
finking fund fo encreafed fhall not be left at the dif]mﬂtmn of
er, but applied in part to take off fome of the du-

d on induflry, and fo dangerous to

ties, which are fuch a loa
bt 1
{reedom.
All thefe pnrti:;u'iars, Sir, deferve your ferious attention.
We exped to find we have @ peace, not by his majefty’s {pecch
K alone,
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alone, and the congratulatory compliments of both houfes of
parliament (which during all our late {ufferings, and the hothi-
lities of Spain, have been annually made with oreat encomiums

1

on his meafures) but by the fruits of peace, a confiderable lel-

- s - e " - 1 r
fening of our expences, and relief to the people at w hofe «
it was gained.

We may yet recover, low as we are, with good ma

a e - - e o Ak {5 e
To make a great flate little, 1s not lo difficult indeed, as to make
a little one great 3 yet it is not to be done immediately 3 and

rement.

with all the fkill fezze have fhewn in endeavouring it here, 1t
will require flill more time to fink us fo, as that, with the belp
of friends, we may not rife again. The natural flrength of this

nation is ereat, its refources great, and in one refpe&t greater
[ 7

than ever, becaufe, the funds baving been tried, and found
fufficient, the borrowing on them again, when our debt is re-

duced, would be fecure and eafy. To reduce it therefore oucht
b g

to be the principal objeét of all who meddle with our public
affairs. We fhall judge of all your other virtues now by your
frugality. The beft ceconomilt for the public will be the beft
member of parliament, the beft counfellor of ftate, and the beft
minifter. 1 do not know how it has happened, but for fome
: x ; > d '
T.ml‘.-.: 1?&{1., '.IE"I lglmr:mt l_'L;La:err}'—gc[‘.u-\'n‘.an 1'1'11?_;'1‘1‘r be ‘.1];‘.1(;;1]{ lnl'u—
voked to fay, that owr flegm has (hewn itlelf only 1n vearing
affronts, and our fpirit only in fyuandering away the public
money. 1 fuppofe we fhall now have no occafion to fhew our
fire, but we fhall have great occafion for a referved and cautious
temper.  Let this operate in the granting of money, in a con-
ftant refufing of new powers to the crown, and watching over
the ufe of thofe already granted. Above all, beware of new ad-
ditions to the civil lift. It is a ftrange circumftance, and will
not found well to pofterity, that while the publick lofes in o
many articles, fo many gains have been of late made to the
crown : that when cvery' gentleman’s eftate is falling 1n value,
the eftate of the crown fhould be fo much encreafed, that if we
were
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were to purchale it back with fifty thoufand pounds per ann.
snare than it was given for, we fhould faye by the bargain, . I

& 3 -
will juft take notice how great profits have acerued to the civil

litt upon the gin-bill only.” All that had been gained by the
higheft amount of the duties on [pirits, that s, by the highelt ex-
cels of the evil defigned to be reformed, was made up to his ma-

jefty out of the aggregate fund, by way of compenfation for th

lofs he (hould uftain wpon favi )
bis fubjeffs. At the fame ime all he might gain by the encr
of the brewery, and by that of the wine licence duty, (which ta
gcthc:;' cannot be /5, and ought to be reckoned at sore than an
equal proportion to the decreafe on the fpirits®) is, by the
bounty of this a&, preferved to him entire, and without ac-
count., So that the preventing a national .’;.ff}-':"r.’l."{;_:', of 1o de-
fiructive a nature, that, rather than fuffer it to. continue, the
legiflature was forced to ruin many particulars, and grievoufly
hurt our fugar colonies, has (70 doubt to the comfort of the [uf-
ferers) been fo happily managed, that it may prove an advan-
tage to the civil Lt of feventy thoufand pounds a year, and
probably more. I would only obferve, thatif our other popular
vices could be turned as much to account as the drinking of fpi-
rits has been, the eftate of the king of England would be more
a gainer by -the fins of the people, than the exchequer of the
pope.

But there is another article I mult not pafs over in filence,
becaufe it may probably come before the houfe this feffion; and
that is, that his majefty has been, and ftill is, 1n pofieffion of
50,000 /. per and. -which moft people think was defigned by
parliament for the prince of Wales, over and above the fifty
which he now enjoys. It feems evident to me by all T have
heard, and read upon this fubje&, that the parliament which
gave the civil lift could not intend, that his majefty (hould re-

| P et S Fa N gy TR PR
o Loe lives of .wrany thoujands o)

HE L=

% N.B. The fhare of the civil lit upon foreign fpirits is about 3; upon home {parits
about § ; wpon beer and ale about +

K 2 tain
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tain for himlelf any part of  this hundred thon{'“mc[ pounds a
year; -fince iunpoiu.):r the prince to have as7a/f; -and allowing
his majefty to {pend one hundred thoul pounds a year ex=
traordinary. in: penfons, bounties, ,/_'.-'-;'.'r‘~,..- ice. men

i 1
AL

e, he

will |{till ‘hdve, for the fupport of his houthold, revenue
equil to thatof the late king; | The expence of * his family has
been wnbappily leflened, f'v e the confider: ation of “this matter

10 ]\11:".}'1"‘-{:"11 by no lefs a{ i i diff
and as for the ch: iroe W ]:mh remains, it w ||| be abundantly fup=

=3 > I 1
plied out t of fo lar e an income ‘1% h‘ muﬂlu hot

a year, with the great additional profits

V1L 12 than 24

fand pou inds
7‘ (8 l., 1 I'| e L"IIF h\lll

crown: land, plantation rents, and other articles commonly
known by the name of /Zicks, &c. So that if the prince bas not

the fifty thoufand pounds per annum, which I apprehend he has
ent outof the feven

L 1 L«
'_1:3\'{_‘:1 oy hi

a right to from the intenition of parliam
hundred and fifty thoufand e
of the profits on the articles abovementioned, if, T fay, this be
not given to him, upon the buth of two (;Jn]urf:n, and the hopes
of -a 'third, 1t certainly 0‘-.‘:;!_;!11: to be returned fo the j; fesi o118
his royal highnefs has it, 1t will m}t indeed be &f o the }hm ke
it is like to circulate fi Ll.h, and the poor will have the

of it; but as I am arguing now upon a principle of
}

majefty, | (exclufivie

muft needs {ay, 2he nation wants ity and the royal f: fami ly 14!, 2o
; b, Let the wealth of our princesalways en-

creale with that of their pL‘UH]ut let them fhare the fruits of
every public blefling, of every benefit derived to us from their
government : but to have f,r_'-\:x;.-' rich, while we are poory is, me-
thinks; both an'indecency, and a weakening of one firong mo-
tive to them J},-;] uf;\'tl‘:ling with a conftant regard to the pro-

getheryDai g2
kL & £

] |.'L.L_.L"‘

at I have faid to recommend ceconomy; I would
ine any argument can be drawn, to dc end a
¢ peace, thould it appear that fuch a one
To make all proper favings 1s the

IJ\r 'J' r of their
5~.|, from w

1
not have you 1ma
bad and difhone

L
3

has been macde

< ]
- CIut
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daty lof our mminifbers 1 but an acquiefcence under wranos! and
infalts is not ceconomy:z ran acquiefcence that may coft s mil=
lions isnot CECONOMY £ an ' ace ]L.L\_Eh_ll.lu that 1f.r::‘-.}; TUIn Our

; 1t/is not
to negleé an opportunity of doing ourfelves 'jufli

1 1 i [
tracde, the onry {ource of our riches 3, 18 Not econor

ECOoNnomy

atsa cheaper ra L, than we can hope to obtain' it for in ;"m
1 never be admitted, that becaufe pe:
| becaufe 1t is good to fave mone
be ¢ .L\ln' received rather

turé conjunéture, + It ear
] than war, a:

thanito imake war with any a and I fhall lefs admit
1t ey “becaute  we thave already | JmL an expence, which, if

een fufficient to have procured

htly managed, mi
us victory. and the fruit of victory, ['-;-.‘.L'L:.
“S]r, there is another way of re ':-=;'_';i|1_-_;, {imilar to I_E‘!i;;_, whi
I forefee, and which beforehand I beg leave to warn you:

"That beea
Enu; pow of France, 1f we g0 on ol urfelves as we has
late, and fuffer tbesmt to eo on to take

therefore we are 1o fubmit ¢

we ought to have great apy srehenlions of

1

tacre of o1

- e =
LR ] I » 1rY iy - T " de "y =% |
up the rights we arc mol

France fhould declare againft 1
I. have faid: before, it

a : rerrdrirf 4 i i
:ll“ﬂl{] cOoenoe 1n/1uch 'a mea
o' D

7/ 22, from the prefent
the unfettlec 3 condition, which
r fome vears to come. I'-L."-J {up-

, {uppo ,-I'i_‘_l we knew
un, even in that cafe
g with regard tothe

nt 1or accepting a

¢ ;
that 'Franee would
I think it is r
]'-r-,_‘lc.:': -:!;1\'

peace upon d if: e terms,  Forif

we are réatly t.:l;cn into when any pow

Europe {1 hall think
arms to cetend ourlelve

any 1'c-g;z1-kl to her alliance, and th

and we take up

ale| l-i!-l- \‘.'E;lmul‘

our caule, i
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) Zivi our rights, or elle declare herlelf onr emerny s "1t
this is our fi n. it is an extremity, which we muft fiod
ourfelves owl as well, #nd as foon as we can. For what can
we expeét by delaying it longer, but to draw on farther infults,
farther wrongs, farther contempt; to be treated on all 'occa-
{ions as a frf';f'fsf::; 10 France: to be daily weakened more and
more by the incroachments of all our neighbours upon every
branch of our trade; and to be at laft devoured without the
means of refiftance, when all our friends are afbamed of us, and
vhen a long fate of dependency fhall have funk our courage,
and preparcd our minds, to endure the infamy of a foreign
yoke? But we have the ftrongeft grounds to think that our af-
fairs are not fo defperate. France 18 no party concerned in this
difpute with Spain; and the prefent genius of that court 1§, not to
engage without neceflity, in any quarrel that muft coft hera
war. She may perhaps defire to mediate, and to mediate par-
tially ; but 1t is in the power of England to refufe that media-
tion : fhe may {fpeak in an unfriendly, or pcrhalps an angry
ftyle; but we have profited little by a great ¢ eal of experience,
ifwe have not leamnt, that thereis a wide diftance between talk-
ing angrily, and declaring war. It feems evident upon the
whole, that what we ought to apprehend, is not an immediate,
but a future danger from Lrance; and the care of the legifla-
ture {hould extend to that, not by approving ‘a peace, which
may deferve to be cenfured, but by attending to things, which,
either in war or peace, are of extreme importance to the ftrength
of the kingdom, and therefore demand l].‘-.rt'lcn!:u'lj,f the infpec-
tion of parliament.

Such is the ftate of cur manufactures, {uch is that of our co-
lonies 3 both fhould be enquired into, that the nation may know,
whether zhe former can fupport themfelves much longer under
the various preflures that affe@ our manufacturers; and how is
it poflible that the latter (hould decline, when if it had not been
for a falfe report of bis death, Sir O—-—0 B——n might have

3 governed
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and fo many gentlemen of #o /efs f::;‘-
e beén 11'::(111;;;1]} {fent 1o .m'f care of

The {tate of owr gaiiifon abroad too may deferve to be confi-
dered, LL!‘.;{ whether the abfolute power, lodged in fome of our

ey | ." 1 f
here, has been difcreetly, moderately, and bumanely

the honour of “his mé 1 jefty’s commillion, and of the

. :'i] farther fubmit to your attention 1s, whe-
ther fun'::‘: e powe ; have not been aflumed by the crown, or
old ones ,!'-"r:'f“f lmo.t | their legal bounds, by the conftruétion
- mi and the acc ;.nuuuu‘ or pa.]mtu the authority of
the judees t 'I'Tll._,tk.: This 1s moit likely to happen w 5*11 re-
gard to crin 111;.1 p rofecutions, and many m!hm es of it have
been Lun!p.mm] of formerly, and fallen under the notice and

the culfulrr_ of parliament.

No langer ago than laft year there was a loud complaint of
4. power aflumed and exercifed by the feeret aries of ftate againlt
11 law,.and . particularly againt that moft facred law the habeas

bl

corpus a&t ; I mean the den erimn hwul} for their good be-
ha xlu.;;, from perions exar mined before them on tnlplc,un of
writing, printing, or ublifhing libels aga it the government.
(ed for the mf).l. part upon low and
ga}'}?L-, '\’."'ﬂl.'r had ncilhu {pirit nor Iurt.mL_;Lh enough
1 affed unqueftior many years
v '.-.m.md not to comply with that
to infift on giving bail for his appearance only.
ght by habeas corpus before my

T his havis
ihmn:dcru'tzf

dem :L.'\’., but

A
Upon this the matter was !
vmond, who decided it in bis favour, for
. i

il without any fecurity for his good be-

loxrd chief j Ju Hlice
he J"l'.uuul him to
haviour, Notwithil

ing
n the fecrerary’s office, and pafied Jfub filentio, till laft year

1 . rl.. . - .- 2940 1
ch the fame praétice centinued

.
M. Amhurft brought it into nublick difcourle.

Though
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t are pretty well'known,

Though the circumftances of this f;
yet as they are of a \'.'L'.-E_"_:ht}' and a grievous nature, I will te-
mind you of them by a thort recital of all fuch particulars ag
are come to my knowledge. Some time after Chriftmas K737,
Mr. Amhurf}, hearing that a warrant from the Duke of New
caftle was out againft him, furrendered himfelf to a mefleng
and was carried before his grace to be examined, ' The erim
|

i|;]pL:'.f.f.l to him was, that fe was Jufpelie

. { to be authorof a

paper fufpecled to be a libel.  As 1o proc
roduced, an examination of this kind

ifs were .".]ff."L]_'_L‘L‘E.

againft him, no witneffes
b " - -
could not laft long.  As foon as it was over.

bailed upon finding fuffi-

he was told; that
the crime being bailable, he fhould be
cient {ureties to anfwer for his appeatance, and trial 5 and pave
bail for his appearance, but the other terms impofed upon him
he abfolutely refufed. Upon that refufal he was remanded back
to cuftody, and the next day brought his habeas corpus, and was
then fet at liberty by confent, till the twelve judges fhould de-
termine the queftion, whether he was obliged to give bail for
his good behaviour, as well as for his appearance, before he was
entitled to his liberty.

As this determination would have been the moft important
to the liberty of every man in England, that perhaps the judges
cver gave, it was impatiently expeced, and defired by the pub-
lick.  Several days were fixed for hearing counfel on both fides ;
but they were never heard, and the quettion remains fill un-
determined.

A queftion of no lefs confequence, than whether Egimmfny
and punithment (for fuch the being bound to gond behaviour is
by the law {uppofed to be) fhall be inflidted on a freeman defore
any trialy and without bis being charged upon vath, even of fufpi-
cion of guile: a queftion of no lefs confequence, than whether
any man in the kingdom, whom the court are pleafed to fufpe&
of writing a libel, fhall by frequent, fucceflive commitments
upon
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upen other fufpicions, ‘with ne proof at all, be either conftantly
' -._:-J, !lrml not I}L’1|1-'I able to find i-;_'l'illi'it\' fn" his gnud
0 rmm as it is .1ELL'LI which may ery’ week s
el ils at once, to thevalue [m‘t'J]}

iy

" the peace, which
fined ten (hillings for

any court in

A L]L.Ln ion of o lefs confer than whether the habeas
corpus act dhall be the rule of proceedings in all cafes i:uhi:i-“
r,whether it (hall be in the power of every juftice of peace to add

Hew: rexins Lo !1.', and IIJLI.\L HEw .JLH.’J,:“ 'r,'w Lo L]._ d L]ull]tﬂ”\ L,l—

vén b 't‘lmt act to the fubject ; that 1s, whether zbay {1 mmd do
hat all the judges in England would deferve to be impeached
for af they did, and what the parliament itlelf ought no more to
do, than'te “‘P‘“'IL oralter MAGNA CHART A..

A queftion of no lefs confequence, than whether we {hould
lofe the entire benefit of the liberty of the prefs, which fecures
and l']'.li.’nf?'[huh all our other liberties : fince upon fufpicion
only of'a book or paper being libellous, any man i_L'fpf:_‘aﬂuri to be
concerned in it, ma y bb put under the load of findi ng fecurity
for his good behaviour, which is fuch a vexation, and fuch a

diftrefs, 1&1 it is commonly part, and a heavy part, of the fen-
s: fince

tence upon convicled criminals, in all but :c..urll caufe
this.ig;in the power of every juftice of peace 3 and' fince, by
confequénce, noman can be fafe who publifhes-a book, how
- 1
I

nthout as many .-.. as t

VET 1L mMav DE, WILNC 1ere

innocent

are i ;

Why this queftion was not decided at ‘that time,
mains - (till u'"L'I-:-rc-vnuinr:-;”, I cannot tell. If thereiisino’inten-
med the Ll'.""l‘li_, [ am

why! 36 rée-

u{)ll Lo T'-‘l'\'\_ \. [‘IT" ctice '.v: l-';'l 0CC

3
Or INENCE, «©

i {ceretary of fiate, 1 this reipett,

L i‘urpri?.cd
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furprized and forry, that the terror of it is fuffered to hang over
us {till, and that the opinion of all mankind concerning it has
not yet received the fanétion of a judicial determination, or the
declaration of parliament.

From my good opinion of the prefent judges, I hope and be-
lieve, that if #hey decide it, we have nothing to fear. They know
the danger, and deteft the iniquity, of adding reftrictions of
their own to laws declaratory of liberty. They know that par-
liaments have often refented fuch proceedings ; that they have
been productive of the greateft mifchiefs, the greateft diforders,
and convulfions in the ftate: that the arbitrary interpretation
of our laws in Weftminfter-hall has been more than once the
caufe of civil war, the diffolution of our government, and the
deftru&ion of our kings. They will therefore decide, not as
former judges have done, who held their places at the mercy of
the crown, but as men, who deferve the places, which, without
a crime, they cannot lofe.

Yet if this decifion fhould be longer delayed, it will be highly
proper, that the fenfe of parliament be taken upon it, and that
we fhould know to what we may truft.  For {o long as this is
in doubt, fo long the nobleft privileges, that Engli(hmen enjoy
beyond all other nations, are left in uncertainty, and may be
thought in danger.

And if the confideration of this fhall come before the legifla-
ture, they will be naturally led at the fame time to confider, it
there are not grievous -inconveniences that attend the trial of
criminal caufes by fpecial juries ; and whether moft of the pro-
vifions made by the a& of 3 Georgell. fhould not be extended
to them, By the feveral regulations in that a& for the return
and ballotting of common juries in civil caufes, the property
tried in fmall adtions is pretty ftrongly guarded : but it is very
extraordinary, that no provifion of that kind has been made,
where the queftion to be tried is of the higheft confequence.
[t is very well known, that even in civil caufes, few above the

value
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value of an hundred pounds are tried without a {pecial jury, to
which this ac does not extend.

Now I can fee no reafon for thefe regulations with regard to
the property tried by common juries, which does not hold much
ftronger for extending the care of parliament to the regulating
{pecial juries alfo. The fmall value of ‘the caufes tried by the
former makes it highly improbable, that either of the parties
fhould attempt to influence the {heriff to make a partial return,
fince the gain would no way equal the hazard. The fame rea-
{fon too will preventan interefted juryman, ihppoﬁng fuch a one
was returned, from giving a verdi&t contrary to evidence, and
perjuring himfelf in the fight of his.country, for fo inconfider-
able an advantage to the party he favours. And that crimes
will be more or lefs frequent in proportion to the temptation to
commit them, mult be allowed.

In criminal cafes, this is flill more dangerous, becaufe the
power of the crown may be exerted in the profecution, and the
queftion to be tried is the in‘tpl'il_{:nmizllt and punifhment of a
freeman. - If the mafer of the crown-office, or his deputy, fhould
be ever under any influence, he may *name twelve of the de-
fendant’s friends to cover his purpofe, and thirty fix of thofe
who are moft prejudiced againit him upon reafons of party, or
other caufes, if he can find fo many in the county ; and as the
folicitor for the crown would ftrike off the former, the defendant
muft be tried from a jury among the latter. It is true that offi-
cer is fawors, but {o is the fheriff in returning common juries, and
it is juft as likely that the one (hould mame partially, as the
other return partially.

But there {feems to be lefs reafon for allowing of [pecial juries
to be ftruck by the mafter of the crown-office, or by any other
officer, upon informations, or indi@ments for crimes committed

# The rule of friking fpecial taries 15, that the {heriff of the county do attend the mafter
of the crown-office with the fre olders books, out of which he is to pame 1(};1)--l:|,5|'.L in pre-
fence of cach party, who by their attornies or folicitors {hall firike off twelve apiece,

12 i
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in London or Weltminfter (which is the cafe of moft of the
crown profecutions upon libels, &e. for very few arife in any
other county) becaufe the fherifts of London and ‘\il(id.LL.\,
being annual and ele&ive officers, are lefs liable to fufpicion of
influence, and by confequence, the moft impartial officers be-
tween the crown and the {ubje&.

The ufual argument in i-LI-P}_'BUFl' of fpecial juriesis, that it is
fometimes neceffary fora caufe to be confidered by perfons of a
higher rank and better education than common freeholders, and
that they are never ufed in a capital cafe.

As to the firlt, admittine thc reafoning to be right, why may
not {pecial juries be balloted for out of a number of frechold lers,,

poffeft (y“g/?f:f o5 to_fuch a value, and the lifts be made in the fame
manner as 1s directed by the jury-aét wath regard te common
juries?

And as to the fecond part of the argument, that fpecial juries
are not ufed in capital cafes, that; at beft, is but to fay, that the
pracice is #o¢ a'bad one, becaule it might be worfe 5 and that; be-
caufe the life of the fubje& 1s fafe, therefore his liberty is not worth
confideration.  Sir, I think it is evident, this pradtice is fuch as
requires a new law, no lefs than the abufes and-cerruptions, re

£=

cited in the preamble to the jury-a&, required the regulations
thereby made for fpccmi juries 3 nay, that without they are ex-
tended to common Jmm 1]ml: law is of lefs utility, than the
parliament, which made it, hoped and defigned. Itwas certainly
well-intended, an \1 I prefume JL prefent pa E;'-mf_u. W I:-..JI Lh. v
fee the defe@s of it, will not have lefs zeal for 2be princip
goes upon, than their predeceffors.

But when this method of trial (hall
hope it will be alfo confidered by the 1'.{::'.{1.;!(1!':, whether it be
not advifab ic to take as quite away; [ mean informations in
the king’s 8 bench for criminal ca .

Becaufe, by this me d.nd the {ubje& lofes one great benefit,
112 is by law t.]‘.'.tI-..-? to, that ot @ grand jury :

L O Y L

j I 2
becauie,
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Becaule, 1110 igh in cafes between fubje@ and { 1hJcEt it'isin
the power of the court to refufe an information, if the defend-
ant thew caufe; yet in crow-..-prmucmmm of which the le-
iture ought to be moft jealous, the attorney —general, by |
withority, files an information, whicl y the court cannot

|lw

Becaufe, though it comes out to be ever fo groundlels a
oe, the crown pays no cofts, and the defendant may be un-

dagne Dy the ex pence:

Becaufe the a& reftrain m o lwb

&s from this method {'u!rp!'-,’lf;;;—
y i

+ 3 i 1 i o E g -
cution, with regard 2o tn:’;u’l'-' other, without leave of the court

| L |

after ] learing L.-’)I]'l fides, and fome Lm.m cautions, 15 a {i

Ll

ng
o

oroof that the parliament thought it a dangerous and oy Jl‘m.mm

by

1

urfe, which they ought to d 1{uJut.ﬁL . but between fubje

an d the crown 1’1;_ dJn ger furely is mun,h greater, there being

s

nore room for oppruhon, and the lu.n:nlnes on conviftion more
{evere
JJK.L"LH'L ther '. reafon to think, that when the ftar chamber

in the methods

ufed in that court;. and did not imagine thej

WL

LR ‘1\_, |_.’I1|.'l;|'"l nt meant to-con

uld nife
that they had been
1&ifed zhere; and that all the
med from (‘l-..'IJ yon law did 3 !1}’ the
lition of tllc-. tn:L:“, devolve on the L. ‘11I s bench:

inithae L\.,.Er s bench, upon pretence,

iy Tl hou Tl Dery rare
3

Ly p'[
‘1(_}\'.wa [],L. {tar chamber clai

B , in‘all cafe ly eriminal, the crown has another
eding equally eafy to the i . and much more {afe
to the {ubje®, wiz. th hod of indictment ;. and becaufe the

vhich may be made oppreflive, when tbere is no

; no honour to the crown, and no advantage du¢

be faid, that this is an

jat . it is inv "ulmn'

.'n'..[u ’I}[
hich 1 JLpi\,
that
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that the antiquity of this power is no defence of it, if it be un-
fit to remain, fince others as antient have been taken away :
that the prerogative of the king is no more facred than the li-
berty of the fubjeét: that sbis has been abridged in feveral in-
ftances of late, particularly the riot act, on a fuppofition, that
the reftraint was neceffary for the publick good; and the fame
reafoning will hold with regard to a power in the crown, the
exercife of which is fuppofed to be dangerous to the publick.

As to the expediency and duty of preferving the conftitu-
tion u#nchanged, it is no doubt in general a right maxim. But
does not every new power given to the crown change the con-
flitution, as much as an old power taken away ?

In the balance of our gavernment is the fcale of the crown to
be always filling, and that of the people always emptying ¢

Is there no danger to the ftate, but from the abufe of liberty,
which is daily the argument for coercive laws, enforced with
heavy penalties, and unknown to our anceftors ? May there not
alfo be danger from the abufe of prerogative, efpecially in pro-
fecutions carried on by the crown, where paffion may mix it-
felf, and where influence may prevail 7 And is it not as worthy
of a parliament to provide a remedy againft one of thefe dan-
gers, as againft the other?

We are told by a great man, by my lord Bacon, in his Life
of Henry VII, that when that prince had drawn great fums of
money by taxes, and other impofitions from his people, he ufed
to remunerate them by good and wholfome laws, beneficial to
liberty, and of a popular nature, which, as his lordfhip obferves,
awere evermore bis reiribution for treafure. And the beft retri-
bution it was that could be made, the moft effc&ual for relief,
and the moft capable of ftopping complaints and healing dif-
contents. This honour indeed did not belong to him alone ;
part of it ought to be imputed to his parliaments ; though
parliaments in thofe days were not fo independent as, T hope,
they are now, but were a good deal influenced by the power of

the
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the crown and the will of the king in dire€ing their proceed-
ings. But they both l;-ngctht:r had this merit to the nation,
that what they took in fubfidies, they paid again in laws.

It is the misfortune, (I would not fay the fault) of the pre-
{fent times, to have laid moft heavy burdens, fuch as were even
unknown to the days of Henry the Seventh, with unintermitting
feverity, on the people of thefe kingdoms. In this parliaments
and kings have long concurred, not without great difcontent on
the fide of thofe at whofe expence it was done, and who have
not always been fo much convinced of the neceffity. But as for
retribution, except that retribution which confifts in falaries
and penfions paid by the crown, to the happy few, who are the
objeéts of its favour, Iam afraid little of this will be found to
have been given, in the fenfe the word is ufed by my lord Bacon,
to make the people amends for the hard{hips they fuftain. New
penal laws and new powers to the crown have for thefe twenty
years paft been almoft the only prefents made by the legiflature
to us and our pofterity, in return for above one hundred millions
raifed upon the publick, in all the various {hapes from the land

ng

tax down to turnpikes.

But it is full time to think of czber retributions: the nation
requires it from your hands, requires you to ftrengthen, to en-
large the bafis upon which their rights are fixed, and if there
are any rotten parts in that great fabrick, to take them away,
left they endanger the whole, Much of this was done at the
renovation of our government by the late happy Revolution, but
not all.  Some defe@s were left through inattention or other

caufes, which it may be the glory of his majefty’s reign and of

this l:;a:‘li.nnunt by their united wildom and ;:'UUn'.l[ll;l-b to TEMmove.

ie people, and do

This will conciliate to both the affe&ions of t

1 i % add i SETES | : 8
morec, much more, towards CCUrHIg the :__‘;U‘-L]']l[ls:.‘!ﬂ, than an
We hear much of

army could of an bundred thoi ..
difaffe@tion ; this would crufh it at once: it would unite the
friends
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friends of the eftablithment, and. confound its enemics ;1 it would
{hew the caufe, we {upport to be thecanfe of libert

Sir, I have now laid . before VA,

fincerityy, what L believe the nation afks. of i 8
[ am one unpradtifed  in. writing, and .t
rhetorick, but what owes. irs prevalence to-the {ih
truth? and leat of all do I underftand the methed
which want of genius in writers, d@nd mes g P
pay-malfters, have made fo common in political dilputes, at-
charatlers, and turning a national queltion into

tacking private
perfanal altercations and abufive /igss I am fo. miuch unknown,
shat I believe myfelf very {ecure from this fort of anfwer being
made me on account of this letter. If any other fuffers in
my ftead (as thefe hired aflafins are apt to miftake their objeét
in the dark) I fhall recommend. to him, what I would prac<
tife myfelf in that cafe, flence and contempt. - As'to the fdds
and reafonings laid down he

ready to fupport them againft any attack which comes from
a better hand than ordinary, and has common fenfe in it. I

am quite a flranger to the perfons of our minifters, I'khow

re, if they are controverted, I am

them only by the effe@s of their condu&, and neither #hey nor
thetr. fucceflors can pleafe or offend -me, but a5 myv country

gains or fuffers by their power. And I pity thofe, if there are
any fuch, who think e removine an il miniffer s a point of
confequence, if with him #he mawsins and the smeafures of his
government, how ftrongly foever cftablithed, are not alfo
expelled.

I fhall enly add to what I have faid, that, unlefs fome thing:
be done by #bis parliament, to pive new vigour to our liber-
ties, ftop the torrent of corruption, and revive the principles,
and the fpirit of our fathers, we have lefs to hope, than to ap-
prehend from thofe to come, The time, Idoubt, is not far off,
arhen by the encreafe of influence, there may be fuch difficul-

Lies

s
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ties upon country gentlemen. to oppofe the court in ‘eletions,
and fuch a defpondency, fuch a difpiritednefs on the minds of
all, except the favourites of power, that no ftruggle could be
expeted, no oppofition at all to the nomination of the crown.
A kind of comgé delire might be fent down into the country,
and dire@ed o our trufly and wellbeloved officers of the cufloms,
excife, and army, in all the towns and boroughs of England,
Scotland, Wales, and the dutchy of Cornwall. Suitable re~
turns would be made: but, Sir, #his would not be a parlia-
ment.

May that Providence, which has faved us fo often, when
we could not, or would not fave ourfelves, preferve us now !
may his majefty’s gracious difpofitions operate in our favour,
and remove the clouds that have been fpread fo thick about
him, to prevent his feeing both our intereflt, and bis own /

May an alteration of meafures be the aim, the effect, and
the reward of oppofition! may the public good be the obje&,
the bound, and the fecurity of power! may the royal family,
may all parties, may the nation unite in affeétion, and be
divided no more! may all who obftruét this union for vile
ends of their own, be the viftims of it, and fuffer what they
deferve! may all who defire it, wnderfland, affift, and Srengthen
one another!

I am, Sir, &c.

hS | ' Far
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For the proof of what is advanced in the firft ‘part of this
Letter, it may not be improper to recite fome articles of
our treaties with Spain and France, that regard America.

o,
The Treaty of 1667 between ENGLAND and Sparn.
¥ i

A R Te . Yl

And for what may concern both the Indies, and any
other parts whatfoever, the King of Spain doth grant to the
King of Great Britain and his fubje&s, all that is granted to the
United States of the Low Countries and their fubjecs, in their
treaty of Munfter 1648, point for point, in as full and ample
a manner as if the fame were herein particulzuly inferted, the
{ame rules being to be obferved whereunto the fubjeds of the
faid United States are obliged, and mutual offices of friend(hip
to be performed from one fide to the other.

The articles referred to are,

AR Toigia

La navigation et trafique des Indes Orientales et Occidentales
fera maintenué felon et en conformité des otroys fur ce don-
nis, ou a donner ci-aprés; pour feureté de quoy fervira le pre-
fent traité et la ratification d’iceluy, qui de part et d’autre en
fera procurée: et feront compris fols le dit traité tous poten-
tats, nations et peuples, avee lefquels lefdits Seigneurs Eftats, ou
ceux de la focieté des Indes Orientales et QOccidentales en leur

nom,
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nom, entre les limites de leurfdits o@roys font en amitié et al-
liance; et un chacun, fcavoir les fufdits Seigneurs Roy et
Eftats refpeGivement demeureront en poﬂlﬂlc:n ct jnu'imj{t de
telles {eigneurs, villes, chafteaux, forterefles, commerce et
pays Ls Indes Orientales & Occidentales, comme aufli au Brafil
et fur les coftes d’Afie, Afrique, et Amerique refpeétivement,
que lefdits Seigneurs Roy et Eftats refpetivement: tiennent et
pofledent, en ce compris {pecialement les licux et places que
les Portugais depuis l'an mil fix cent quarante et un, ont pris
et occupe fur leldits Seigneurs Eftats ; compris auofii les lieux et
places qu’iceux Seigneurs FEftats C}'-;Lpr{s, fans infracion du
prefent traicté, viendront a conquerir et poffeder; et les di-
recteurs de la focieté des Indes tant Orientales que Occiden-
tales des Provinces-Unies, comme aufli les miniftres, ofhiciers
hauts & bas, foldats et matelots, eftans en fervice attuel de
I’'une ou de P'autre defdites compagnies, ou ayans eft¢ en leur
fervice, comme aufli ceux qui hors leur fervice refpeétivement,
tant en ce pays, quau diftrict defdites deux compagnies, con-
tinuent encore, ou pourront cy-apres eftre utﬂplo_‘x‘i-s, {eront et
demeureront libres et fans eftre moleftez en tous les pays eftans
fotis I'obeiffance ‘dudit Seigneur Roy en I'Europe, pourront
voyager, trafiquer et frequenter, comme tous autres habitans
des pays defdits Scigneurs Eftats. En ouftre a eft¢ conditionné
et ftipulé, que les Efpagnols retiendront leur navigation en telle
maniere, qu’ils la tiennent pour le prefent &s Indes Orientales,
fans fe pouvoir eftendre plus avant, comme aufli les habitans
de ce Pays-Bas s’abftiendront de la frequentation des places que
les Caftillans ont ¢s Indes Orientales.

AER T Os Vs

Et quant aux Indes Occidentales, les fujets ct habitans des
royaumes, provinces ct terres defdits Seigneurs Roy et Eftats
refpedtivement s abftiendront de naviger ct trafiquer en tous les

M 2 havres,
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havres; lieux et places garnies de forts;:loges, ou chafteaux,
et toutes autres pofledées par I'une ou lautre partie; fcavoir
que les fujets dudit Seigneur Roy ne navigeront et trafiqueront
en Celles tenués par leldits Seigneurs Eftats, ny les fujets defdits
Seigneurs Eftats en celles tenues par ledit Seigneur Roy, et entre
les places tenues par lefdits Seigneurs: Eftats feront comprifes les
places que les Portugais, depuis 'an mil fix cent quarante et
un ont occupé¢ dans le Brafil fur lefdits Seigneurs Eftats, comme
auffi toutes autres places qu'ils poffedent d prefent tandis
quelles demeureront auxdits Portugais ; fans que le precedent
article puifie deroger au contenti du prefent.

I,

The Treaty of 1670 between Encranp and Spain,. com=
monly called the American Treaty *.

. o g

Item utr in futurum omnes inimicitize, hoftihtates et difcors
diz inter predictos Dominos Reges, eorumque fubditos, et in-
colas ccflent, et aboleantur: et utraque pars ab omni direp-
tione, deprzdatione, lefione, injuriifque ac infeftatione quali~
cunque tam terra quam mari, et aquis dulcibus ubivis gentium
temperet prorfus; et abftineat.

A& R 1. Vik

—~Conventum przterea elt quod fereniffimus Magnz Bri-
tanniz Rex, heredes et {fucceffores ejus cum plenario jure fummi
imperil, ‘proprictatis et poffeffionis, terras omnes, regiones, in-

* This treaty confirms by its firft-article that of 1667, and bosh are particularly confirmed
by the treaty of Utrecht,
fulas,
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fulas, ' colonias ac 'dominia’ in Occidenaly/ Indiaxaut quavis
parte America {ita habebunt, tenebunt et poflidebunt -m: per-
petuum, quacunque di¢tus Magnz Britannie Rex, .t fubditi
cjus imprefentiarum. tenent, ac poflident, ‘ita ut/.co nomine,
aut quacunq e fub pretenfione nihil unquam> amplius urgeri
nihilque controverfiarum in pofterum moveri pofiit, aut debeatu

A R'T, VIIL

Stibditi, et incole, mercatores; navarchs, naucleri, naute,
regnorum, provinciarum, terrarumeque utriufque Regis refpective
abftinebunt, cavebuntque fibi 4 commerciis, et navigatione in
portus, ac loca fortalitiis, {tabulis mercimoniorum, vel caftellis
inftruéta, aliaque omnia que-ab una, vel ab altera parte occu=~
pantur in Occidentali' India: nimirum Regis Magnz Britanniz
{fubditi negotiationem non- dirigenty navigationem non infti-
tuent, mercaturam non facient in portubus, locifve, qua rex
catholicus in dica India tenet; neque viciflim Regis Hifpania-
rum fubditi in ea loca navigationes inflituent, aut commercia
exercebunt, qua ibidem 4 Rege Magnz Britanniz-poflidentur...

AR T. IXi

Si vero tra@u temporis vitum fuerit alterutri Regum licentiam :

aliquam generalem, vel fpecialem, aut privilegia concedere al-
terius {ubditis pavigationem inflituendi, et commercium ha-

bendi in quibufvis locis {uz ditionis, qui dictas licentias, et

privilegia conceflerit, di€ta 'navigatio, ‘et commercium exerce-

buntur et manu tenebuntur juxta et fecundum formam, " teno- -

rem, et affe®um permiffionum, aut privilegiorum, quz 1in-
dulgeri poterint, quorum fecuritati prefens tratatus, ejuldem-=
que ratihabitio inferviet.

ART,
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Item concordatum eft, quod fi  alterutrius confeedera-
torum fubditi, et incole cum navibus fuis, five - bellica
{int, et publice; five onerariz ac private, procellis abrepti
fuerint, vel perfequentibus piratis inimicis dc hoftibus, aut alio
quovis incommodo cogantur fe ad portum quarendum in alte-
rius feederati Aumina, finus, ®fluaria, ac flationes recipere, vel
ad littora queecunque in’ America appellere, benigne, omnique
humanitate ibidem excipiantur, amica gaudeant prote&tione &
benevolentia tractentur. Nullo autem modo impediantur, quo
minus integrum omninod habeant reficere fe, viGualia etiam &
omne genus commeatum, five vite fuflinend=, five navibus
reparandis, & itineri faciendo neceflarium, @quo & confueto
pretio comparare. Nulla quoque ratione prohibeantur ex
portu, & ftatione viciflim folvere, ac egredi, quin ipfis licitum
fit, pro libito migrare loco, libereque difcedere quandocunque,
& quocunque vifum fuerit, abfque ulla moleftatione, aut
impedimento.

AR T. XL

Pari ratione {i naves alterutrius confeederati, ejufdemque fub-
ditorum, ac incolarum ad oras, aut in ditionibus quibufcun-
que alterius impegerint, jaétum facerint, vel (quod Deus aver-
tat) naufragium, aut damnum quodcunque pafiz fuerint,
ejeftos, aut detrimenta paflos,” in vincula, aut fervitutem ab-
ducere nefas efto, quin periclitantibus, aut naufragis benevole,
ac amiciffimé¢ fubveniatur, atque auxilium feratur, litereque
illis falvi conduétus exhibeantur, quibus inde tuto, & abfque
moleftia exire, & ad fuam quifque patriam redire valeat.

7, A
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A R+T ¢ XIE

Quando autem alterutrius naves (uti fupradi@um eft) maris
periculo, aliave cogente ratione compulle, in alterius portus
adigantur, fi tres, quatuorve fuerint, juftamque fufpicionis oc~
cafionem prabere poterint adventus iltiufmodi caufa, guberna-
torl, vel primario loci magiftratui, flatim exponetur, nec diu-
tius ibi mora trahetur, quam qua illis a diéto gubernatore aut
prafeéto permifia, & vi&ui comparando, navibufque tum re-
farciendis, tum inftruendis. commeoda, atque wqua fuerit,
cautum vero femper erit, ut onus non diftrabant, neque mer-
cium aut farcinarum aliquid € navibus efferant, & venum ex-
ponant, nec etiam mercimonia ab altera parte it. Naves rece~
perint, aut quicquam egerint contra hoc faedus.

e il Xl

Prefens tra@atus nihil derogabit preeminentie, juri ac do-
minio cuicunque alterutrius confeederatorum in maribus Ame-
ricanis, fretis, atque aquis quibufcunque, fed habeant, reti-
neantque fibi eadem pari amplitudine, quew illis jure compe-

tit 3 intelleGum autem femper efto libertatem navigandi neu<

tiquam interrumpi debere, modo nihil adverfus genuinum he-
rum articulorum fenfum committatur, vel peccetur,

1’
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The Treaty of 1686, between Encranp and France.

v, T I T,

Et que pour cet effet les fujets et habitans, marchands, capi-
taines de vaiffeaux, pilotes et matelots de royaumes, provinces
et terres de chacun defdits Roys refpeétivement, ne feront au-
cun commerce ni pefche dans tous les lieux dont l'on eft, ou
'on fera en pofieflion de part et .d’autre dans 'Amerique, Ceit
a fcavoir, que les fujets de fa Majefté tres Chrétienne ne fe
mefleront d’aucun trafic, ne feront aucun commerce, et ne
pefcheront point dans les ports, rivieres, bayes, embouchures
de rivieres, rades, coftes, ou autres licux qui font ou feront
ci-aprés poffedez par fa Majelté Britannique en Amerique:
et reciproquement les fujets de fa Majeft¢ Britannique ne fe
mefleront d’aucun trafic, ne feront aucun commerce, ¢t ne
pefcheront point dans les ports, rivieres, bayes, embouchures
de rivieres, rades, coftes ou autres licux qui font ou {eront clL-
aprés pofledez par fa Majeft¢ trés Chretienne en Amerique,
Et au cas qu'aucun vaiffeau, ou barque foit furpris faifant trafic,
ou pefchant, contre ce qui eft porté par le prefent trait¢, ledit
vaiffeau, ou barque avec fa charge, {era mnﬁ{'qué, apres que la
preuve de la contravention aura efté legitimement faite. Il
fera néanmoins permis a la partie qui fe fentira gravce par la
fentence de confifcation, de fc pourvoir au confeil d'eftat du
roy, dont les gouverneurs ou juges auront rend(i ladite fen-
tence de confifcation, et d’y porter fa plainte, fans que pour
ool Iexecution de la fentence foit empefchée: bien entendu

neanmoins
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. * 'l - . .
néanmoins que la libert¢ de la navigation ne doit eftre nulle-
ment empeichée, pourveu quiil ne commette rien contre le ve-
ritable fens du prefent traité.

A RoPwia¥1:

De plus, il d efté accordé, que fi les fujets et habitans
de lun ou de lautre defdits Roys, et leurs vaiffeaux,
foit de guerre et publics, foit marchands et particuliers, font
emportez par les tempeftes, ou eftant pourfuivis par les pirates
ot par les ennemis, ou preffez par quelque autre neceflité, font
contraints pour fe mettre en {eureté, de {e retirer dans les ports,
rivieres, bayes, embouchures de rivieres, rades et coftes quel-
conques appertenantes a Pautre’ Roy dans I’Amerique, ils y
feront bien et amblement reclls, protegez et favorablement
traitez : qu'ils pourront, fans qu'on les empéche en quelque
maniere que ce foit, sy rafraichir, et méme acheter au prix
ordinaire et raifonable, des vivres, et toutes fortes de provifions
neceffaires, ou pour la vie, ou pour radouber les vaiffeaux, et
pour continuer leur route: qu’on ne les empéchera non plus
en aucune maniere de fortir des ports et rades, mais qu’il leur
fera permis de partir, et s'en aller en toute libert¢ quand et ot
il leur plairra, fans étre moleftez ou empéchiez: qu'on ne les
obligera point 4 fe defare de leur charge, ou a decharger et ex~
pofer en vente leurs. marchandifes, ou balots : qu’auffi de leur
part ils ne recevront dans leurs vaifleaux aucunes marchandifes;
et ne feront' point de pefche, fols peine de confifcation def*
dits vaifleaux et marchandifes, conformement 2 ce qui a eflé
conventt dans I'article precedent. De plus a efté¢ accorde, que
toutes et quantes fois que les fujets de I'un ou de T'autre def=
dits rovs leront contraints, comme. il a eft¢ dit ci-deflus, d'en-
trer avee leurs vaiffeaux dans les ports de Tautre roy, ils feront
obligez, en entrant, d’arborer la banniere, ou marque de leur
nation, et d’avertir de leur arrivée par trois coups de moufquet:

N a faute
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3 faute de quoi faire, et d'en-voyer une chaloupe 4 terre, ils
peurront’ étre conhiquez.

AR T, VI

Pareillement {i les vaiffeaux de I'un ou de 'autre ¢ defdits Roys,
& de leurs fujets et habitans viennent a échouer, _'-’tﬁz en mer
leurs marchandifes, ou, ce qt: a Dicu ne 111.L, hm naufrage,
ou qu'il leur arrive quelqu'autre 11":.1111:.1.1: que ce {oit, on don-
nr,m.udc. et fecours avec bu ité et charité i ceux qui feront en
mngcr, ou auront fait naufrage: il leur fera delivié des faufs
conduits, ou p: alfe pmr pour pourvoir fe retirer dans leur pays

en feureté, et fans gtre moleftez,

AR T ONIH,

Qui fi les vaiffeaux de I'un ou de l'autre Roy, qui feront con-
traints par qudc]u:, avanture ou caufe que ce foit, comme il a
&té dit, de fe retirer dans les ports de I'autre Roy, fe trouvent
au nombre de trois ou de quatre, & pemmt donner quelque
julte caufe de fonpgon, ils feront aufli-tdt connoitre au gouver-
neur ou principal magiftrat du lieu, la caufe de leur arrivée 5 et
ne demeureront qu'autant de tems, qu’ils en auront peumﬂmn
du dit gouverneur ou mmnn.ulmt. & ce quil {era jufte et rai-
fmmale pour {e pourvoir de vivres, et pour radouber et equiper
leurs vaiffeaux.

That
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T]m it may *ar:pmr what was the {infe both Houfes of, Parlia-
ent had of thefe Treaties, I have here adjoined the Refolu-
tions, and Addrefles of the Lords, and Commons, upcm the
P.,lmrm of the merchants laft year, and his Majefty’s moft
gracious Anfwers.
Fovis, 30 die Martii, 1738.
Refolved,

Thatit 1s the ul'-]nion of this committee, that it is the natura I
and undoubted right of the Britith fubje@s to fail with their
fhips on any part of the feas of America, to and from any part
of his Majefty’s dominions ; and that the freedom of navigation

and commerce, which thc fubje@s of Great- Britain have an
undoubted right to by the law of nations, and by virtue of the
treaties fubfif img between the two crowns of Great-Britain and
Spain, has been r*tut]\ mlmu.p ed by the Spaniards under pre-
tences .1][:_:&[]1;1 groundlefs and unwarrantable ; that before and
fince the execution of the treaty of Seville, and the declaration
made by the crown of Spain purfuant thereunto, for the fatisfac-
tion and fecurity of the commerce of Great Britain, many un-
juﬂ: feizures and cnlwlurts have been made, and great r]m.g--ui:-_-
tions committed by the Spaniards, attended with many it JL..[ ces
of lll‘]]-.-d(a—"}u L,rm.lt" and barbarity ; that the frequent appli-
cations made to the court of Spain 'm pt ocuring fu .Jlm and fas
tisfaction to his majefty’s ...urf.,l fubjeéts, for iumt ing the of-
fcr"-.".:. to condign punifhment, 2
bufes for the future, have proved vain and ineffed

e 4 2]
for preventing the like
{

LL l]._, fu‘ll t|1-:

i'_-'.'c'_-:'.i] orders or cedulas, g:d:;'\ d by the [1[.;_‘ in fo
tution L'.n.l reparation of great loffes fuftained by the unl:

and unji uftifiable feizures :ﬂd captures made by the Spaniard:
have been difobeyed by the Sp 111i11. governors, or E.m,]'n.' evaded
and cluded ; all which Huh,.- -es and depredations have been

N 2 carriedi

9!
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carried on to the great lofs and damage of the fubjeéts of Great-
Britain trading to America, and in dire@ violation of the treaties
fubfifting between the two crowns.

A motion was made, and the queftion being put, that the
faid refolGtion be recommitted ;

It paffed in the negative.

Then the faid refolution, being read a fecond time, was agreed
to by the houfe.

Mr, Alderman Perry alfo acquainted the houfe, that he was
direéted by the committee to move the houfe, that an humble
addrefs be prefented to his majefty, humbly befeeching his ma-
jefty, to ufe his royal endeavours with his catholick majelty, to
obtain effe@tual relief for his injured fubjeds, and to convince
the court of Spain, that, how defirous foever his majefty may be
to preferve a good correfpondence and amity betwixt the two
crowns (which can only fubfift, by a firi& obfervance of their
mutual treaties, and a juit regard to the rights and privileges be-
longing to each other) his majefty can no longer fuifer fuch con-
ftant and repeated infults and injuries to be carried on, to the
dithonour of his crown, and to the ruin of his trading fubjects;
and to affure his majefty, that in cafe his royal and friendly
inftances, for procuring juftice, and for the future fecurity of
that navigation and commerce, which his people have an un-
doubted right to by treaties and the law of nations, fhall not be
able to procure, from the equity and riendihip of the king of
Spain, fuch fatisfaction, as his majefty may reafonably expe@
from a good and faithful ally, this houfe will efteétually fup-
port his majefty in taking fuch mealures, as honour and juftice
fhall make it neceffary for his majeity to purfue.

And Mr. Alderman Perry moved the houfe accordingly.

Refolved,

That an humble addrefs be prefented to his majefty, humbly
befeeching his majefty, to ufe his royal endeavours with his ca-
4 tholick
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tholick majefty, to obtain effe@ual relief for his injured fubjeds,
and to convince the court of Spain, that, how defirous foever
his majefty may be to preferve a good correfpondence and amity
betwixt the two crowns (which can enly fubfift, by a ftri& ob-

fervance of their mutual treaties, and a jult regard to the rights
and privileges belonging to each other) his majelty can no longer
fuffer fuch conftant and repeated infults and injuries to be carried
on, to the dilhonour of his crown, and to the ruin of his trading
fubjedts; and to affure his majefty, that, in cafe his royal and
friendly inftances, for procuring jultice, and for the future fe-
gurity of that navigation and commerce, which his people have
an undoubted right to by treaties and the law of nations, {hall
not be able to procure, from the equity and friend(hip of the
king of Spain, fuch fatisfadion, as his majefty may reafonably
expect from a good and faithful ally, this houfe will effeGually
fupport his majefty in taking fuch meafures, as honour and

juftice fhall make it neceflary for his majefty to purfue,
Veneris, 7 die Aprilis, 1738.

Mr. Speaker reported, that the Houfe attended his Majeflty
with their Refolution and Addrefs of the 3oth day of March laft,
to which his Majefty was pleafed to give this moft gracious An-~
{wer, vig,

Gentlemen,

AM fully fenfible of the many and unwarrantable depreda-

tions committed by the Spaniards; and you may be affured,
I will make ufe of the moft proper and effeftual means, that
are in my power, to procure juftice and fatisfa&ion to my injured
fubjeds, and for 1he future fecurity of their trade and naviga-
tion, 1 can make no doubt, but you will fupport me, with
chearfulnefs, in all fuch meafures, as, in purfuance of your ad-
vice, I may be neceffitated to take, for the honour of my crown
and kingdoms, and the rights of my people. |
The

g3
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The humble Appress of the Right Honourable the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament affembled.

Die Martis, 2 Maii, 1738.

Moft Gracious Sovereign,

.\, E your majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeés, the

lords {piritual and temporal in parliament affembled, hav-
ing taken into our ferious confideration the many unjuft vio-
lences and depredations committed by the Spaniards, upon the
perfons, (hips, and effeéts of divers of your majefty’s fubje@s
America, have come to the following refolutions, which we beg
Jeave in the humbleft manner to lay before your majefty, for
your royal confideration, vix.

I. Refolved, That the fubje&s of the crown of Great-Britain
have a clear and undoubted right to navigate in the American
feas, to and from any part of his majelty’s dominions ; and for
carrying on fuch trade and commerce as they are jultly intitled
anto in America ; and alfo to carry all forts of goods and mer-
chandizes, or effeds, from one part of his majelty’s dominions
to any other part thereof ; and that no goods, being fo carried,
are by any treaty {ubfifting between the crowns of Great-Britain
and Spain, to be deemed or taken as contraband or prohibited
goods 5 and that the fearching of fuch fhips on the open {eas,
under pretence of their carrying contraband or prohibited goods,
1c.a violation and infraction of the treaties fubfifting between the
two Crowns.

II. Refolved, That it appears to this houfe, that as well be-
fore, as fince the execution of the treaty of Seville, on the pait
of Great-Britain, divers (hips and veficls, with their cargoes, be-
longing to Britifh fubjeds, have been violently feized and con-
filcated by the Spaniards, upon pretences altogether unjuft and
groundlefs ; and that many of the failors on board fuch fhips

¥ have
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have been injurioufly and lli .HINJIW imprifoned and ill-
; s
treated ; and that thereby the liberty of navigation and com-

merce belonging to his n;;chv s 1ubjeds, by the law of nations,

and by wirtue of the treaties E'ul}:"li]n.'_.' ’h.mun the crowns of

Great- Britain and Hp in, hath been unwarrantably infringed
and interrupted, to the great lofs and damage of our merchants,
and in dire& violation of the faid treaties.

I11. Refolved, That it appears to this houfe, that frequent
applications have [m.u made, on the part of his majefly, to the
court of Spain, in a manner the moft agreeable to treaties, and
to the puue and friendthip ful 1ifllm§3 between the two crowns,
for redrefling the notorious abufes and grievances before-men-
tioned, and preventing the like for the future, and for obtaining
adequate fatisfaltion tohis injured fubjeé@s; which, in the event,
have proved entirely fruitlefs, and of no effeét,

We think it our duty, on this important occafion, humbly to
ICE)ILiLHl to your mt]eih That we are moft fenibly affeGted
with the many and grievous injuries and lofles fuftained by
your majefty’s erhmr fubjeéts, h\ means of thele unwarrant-
able depredations and feizures; and to give your majefty the
ftrongeft and moft fincere affurances, That in' cafe your frienc 1y
and pmﬁ'crful inftances for }manuw r;ihtuuon and ]Lln.'ll. ation
to your injured fubjeéts, and for tbe future fecurity of “their trade
and navigation, (hall fail of hmn o their due effe& and influence
on the court r_af Spain, and (hall not be able to obtain that real
fatisfaétion and E"-._-;;m'i-'._';.'1 which your majefty may in juftice
;,\pf.rft we will zealcufly and leuimlv concur in all fuch

meafures as {hall become nrcu.ﬂ ary for the hmpmt of your ma-
jefty’s honour, the prefervation of our navigation and com-
merce, and the common ”LJ(H:J of thefe kin fdul'l-b.

His
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His MAJESTY’s moft Gracious ANSWER.

My Lords,

I AM fenfibly touched with the many hardfhips and injuries
fuftained by my trading fubjeéts in America from the cru-
elties and unjuft depredations of the Spaniards. You may be
affured of my care to procure fatisfaction and reparation for the
loffes they have already fuffered, and fecurity for the freedom
of navigation for the future; and to maintain to my people the
tull enjoyment of all the rights to which they are intitled by
treaty and the law of nations.

I doubt not but I fhall have your concurrence for the fupport
of fuch meafures as may be neceffary for that purpofe.

POST-
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PS8 C R IVPTL

SI‘\ CE I wrote my letter, news is come into the country that

two or three of our thips have been very lately taken by
the Spaniards, ‘one of them by 1‘3p!m|h man of war, with the
king’s commiffion, on the lwh feas, the captain of \.\hlch is
now imprifoned at Cadiz ; aml thlL two {floops belonging to

1

the ‘wual; Sea company are detained, and a !_1: ard is {et upon

our fadtory at the li&‘.’ﬂ[‘.n-.‘.]l. If thefe are the firfi-fruits of

our ]M"iir.‘r; what will the barvel? be 2

But after all, Sir, have we any peace at all? have we any
thing granted us that will even bear that name ? or lhm, we
been U.ﬂ} amufed by the ‘1pi]1.lrda, till they could ger thzir
zoney bome, (which we hear is hourly expe&ed in l.ﬁﬂ I1Lil]\'
laden fhips,) and till the feafon fho uld be paft for us to a&t w ith

advantage ?
tage !

1 e . 1 s + {1 . T . r
I would alfo beg leave to afk one queftion more. We were

told fome time ago that one of our men of war in the Weft-
Indies had taken the Spanilh regifter (hip, |
of commodore Brown, it was in liatel;
back to the latitude in u'hi;"n il.' ‘was taken,

Did the captain who t(r\.?]\. it adt wy n., ity Or
he had orders o cruife

thofe orders only given f'-.-:" Jf'-’i'-.-"..} to amiufe the merchants, and

that, by orders

"' 1 1 +-} 1 17 e |
20 look like aflion? would it nothave been right and prudent to
have kept the mor ney, that was aboard this thip, ar a pledoe in
I : 1 1.3 L s Pl et
-'.:-;.f_r, in cafe that peace [hould be reiuled us upon proj

We mmnl have kept it jultly, ar a fecurity

- 1 o a | S L] SR | . e
oHr «,,],“; whereas the act of the Spaniards, in detaining
i t

our effe@s at the Hava wnnah, is in reality adding @ » y
to the paft. Let me however obferve, that, thouch reparats
O fo

¢

o7
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10 oar merchants is highly fit, and neceffary, and what we ough
to demand, iz is by far the point of leafs importance o the na-
sion.  We are interefled no doubt for them upon many ac-
counts, but both we and they have a much greater intereft i
the future fecurity of commerce being firmly eftablifped. This is
the national concern, #his both houfes of parliamenthave {trongly
infifted on, zhis his majefty has promifed to procure forus. If
this be negle@ed, any prefent gratification will be of little ad-
vantage, and fbould be thought of with feorn.

L ET-
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