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E 101 J

TO THE

BOO K S E L L E R.

S I R,

T Need not acquaint you by what accident thefe Letters were
put into my hands , and what pains I have taken in tran-

flating them . I will only fay, that having been long a fcholar
to the late moft learned Mr . Dadichy , Interpreter of the.
Oriental languages , I have acquired fkill enough in the Perfian
tongue , to be able to give the fenfe of them pretty juftly:
though I muft acknowledge my tranflation far inferior to the
Eaftern fublimity of the original , which no Englim expreffion
can come up to, and which no Englifh reader would admire.

I am aware that fome people may fufpecl: that the character
of a Perfian is f &itious, as many fuch counterfeits have ap¬
peared both in France and England : but whoever reads them,
with attention , will be convinced , that they are certainly the
work of a perfect ftranger . The obfervations are foforeign and
out of the way, fuch remote hints and imperfeSl notions are
taken up , our prefent happy co?iditio?i is in all refpe&s fo ill
underfiood, that it is hardly poffible any Englifhman mould be?
the author.

Yet as there is a pleafure in knowing how things here affect
a foreigner , though his conceptions of them be ever fo extra >-

vagant*



TO THE BOOKSELLER.

vagant , I think you may venture to expofe them to the eyes of
the world , the rather becaufe it is plain the man who wrote
them is a lover of liberty ; and rauft be fuppofed more im¬
partial than our countrymen , when they fpeak of their own
admired cuftoms and favourite opinions.

I have nothing further to add , but that it is a great pity
they are not recommended to the public by a dedication to

fome great man about the court , who would have patronized
them for the freedom with which they are writ : but the Pub-
lifher not having the honour to be acquainted with any body
there, they muft want that ineftimable advantage , and truft
entirely to the candour of the reader.

I am, Sir,

Your moft humble fervant,,

LET-
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LETTER I.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

THOU knoweft , my deareft Mirza , the reafons that
moved me to leave my country and viftt England : thou

waft thyfelf , in a great meafure , the caufe of it . The rela¬
tions we received from our friend Ufbec, of thofe parts of
Europe which he had feen, raifed in us an ardent deGre to
know the reft, and particularly this famous ijland , of which,
not having been there himfelf , he could give us but imperfed
accounts.

By his perfuafion we determined to travel thither : but when
we were juft ready to fet out , the fublime orders of the fophi
our mafter detained thee at the feet of his facred throne.

Unwilling as I was to go alone, I yielded to thy importuni¬
ties, and was content to live fingle among ftrangers and ene¬
mies to the faith , that I might be able to gratify thy thirft of
knowledge.

My voyage was profperous : and I find this country well worthy
our curioGty . The recommendations given me by Ufbec to fome
Englifh he knew at Paris , are a great advantage to me : and I
have taken fuch pains to learn the language , that I am already
more capable of converfation than a great many foreigners I meet
with here, who have reGded much longer in this country , es¬
pecially the French , who feem to value themfelves upon fpeak-
ing no tongue but their own.

I fhall apply myfelf principally to ftudy the Engli/h govern¬
ment, fo different from that of Perfia, and of which Ufbec has
conceived at a diftance fo great an idea.

Whatever in the manners of this people appears to me to be
fingular and fantajlical ^ I will alfo give thee fome account of:

and



PERSIAN LETTERS.

and if I may judge by what I have feen already , this is a fufe-
je £t which will not eafily be exhausted.

Communicate my letters to Ufbec, and he will explain fuch
difficulties to thee as may happen to occur : but if any thing
mould feem to you both to be unaccountable, do not there¬
fore immediately conclude it falfe ; for the habits and reafon-
vngs of men are fo very different , that what appears the ex¬
cels offolly in one country , may , in another , be efteemed the
higher! wifclom.

w wifWJir 'a B - y lirySz. Sz%.2z St Sz%.

LETTER II.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

'■̂p H E firft objects of a Granger 's curiofity are the public
fpectacles. I was carried laft night to one they call an

opera , which is a concert of mufic brought from Italy , and in
every refpect foreign to this country . It was performed in a
chamber as magnificent as the refplendent palace of our em¬
peror , and as full of handfome women as his feraglio. They
had no eunuchs among them ; but there was one who fung
upon the ftage , and , by the luxurious tendernefs of his airs,
feemed fitter to make them wanton , than keep them chafte.

Inflead of the habit proper to fuch creatures , he wore a fuit
of armour , and called himfelf Julius Casfar.

I afked who Julius Czefar was, and whether he had been
famous for finging f

They told me, he was a warrior that had conquered all the
world , and debauched half the women in Rome.

I was going to exprefs my admiration at feeing him fo pro¬
perly reprefented , when I heard two ladies, who fate nigh me,
cry out , as it were in an ecftacy , 0 that clear creature ! I am
dying for love of him. At
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At the fame time I heard a gentleman fay aloud , that both the
mufic and fingers were deteftable.

You muft not mind him , faid my friend, he is of the other
party , and comes here only as a fpy.

How ! faid I , have you parties in mufic ? Yes, replied he,
it is a rule with us to judge of nothing by our fenfes and un-
derftanding ; but to hear , and fee, and think , only as we
chance to be differently engaged.

I hope , faid I , that a ftranger may be neutral in thefe di-
vifions : and to fay the truth , your mufic is very far from in¬
flaming me to a fpirit of faclion ; it is much more likely to
lay me afleep . Ours in Perfia fets us all a dancing ; but I am
quite unmoved with this.

Do but fancy it moving, returned my friend , and you will
foon be moved as much as others . It is a trick you may learn
when you will, with a little pains : we have moft of us learnt
it in our turns . ,

L E T T E R III,

Selim to Mirza at Ifpaham .

From London..

J Was this morning prefent at a diverflon extremely different
from the opera , of which I have given thee a defcription,

and they tell me it is peculiar to this country . The fpectators
were placed in galleries of an open circus : below them was an
area filled, not with eunuchs and muficians , but with bulls

P and
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106 LETTER III.

bears, arid dogs and fighting men . The pleafure was to fee
the animals worry and gore one another , and the men give and
receive many wounds ; which the delighted beholders rewarded
with mowers of money , greater or lefs, in proportion as the
combatants were more or lefs hurt . I had fome companion
for the poor beafts which were forcibly incenfed again ft each
other : but the human brutes , who , unexeked by any rage or
fenfe of injury , could fpill the blood of others , and lofe their
own , feemed to me to deferve no pity : however , I looked
upon it as a proof of the martial genius of this people , and
imagined I could difcover in that ferocity a fpirit of freedom.
A Frenchman , who fate near me, was much offended at the
barbarity of the fight , and reproached my friend who brought
me thither with the fanguinary difpofition of the Englim , in
delighting in fuch fpeclacles. My friend agreed with him in
general , and allowed that it ought not to be encouraged in
a civilized ftate : but a gentleman who was placed juft above
them caft a very four look at both , and did not feem at all of
their opinion . He was dreft in a fhort black wig, had his
boots on, and held in his hand a long whip , which , when the
fellow fought ftoutly , he would crack very loud by way of appro¬
bation . One would have thought by his afpe£r. that he had
fought fome prizes himfelf , or at lean: that he had received a
good part of his education in this place. His difcourfe was as
rough as his figure , but did not appear to me to want fenfe.
I fuppofe, Sir, faid he to my friend , that you have been bred
.•at court , and therefore I am not furprized that you do not
relifh the bear-garden : but let me tell you , that if more people
came hither , and fewer loitered in the drawing -room , it would
not be the worfe for Old England . We are indeed a civilized

Jiate , as you are pleafed to call it ; but I could wifh, upon
certain occafions, we were not quite fo civil . This gentlenefs
and effeminacy in our manners will foften us by degrees into
.{laves, and we mail grow to hate fighting in earnerl , when we

S do



LETTER IV.

do not love to fee it in jeft . You fine gentlemen are for the
tafte of Modern Rome , fqueaking eunuchs and corruption:
but I am for that of Ancient Rome , gladiators and liberty.
And as for the barbarity which the foreigner there upbraids us
with , I can tell him of a French king whom their nation is
very proud of, that acted much more barbaroujly ; for he fried
the .blood of millions of his fubje&s out of 'downright wanton-
nefs, and butchered his innocent neighbours without any caufe
of quarrel , only to have the glory of being efteemed th&
greatejl prize -fighter in Europe.

^ ^ ŝ ^ ^ ^ ^fed&s&basw ^ wWwwsiPvF

LETT E R IV.

Selim to MiRZA at Ifpahan.

From London*

J T is' the law of England , that when a debtor is infolvent,.
his creditors may fhut him up in prifon , and keep

him there , if they pleafe, for all his life, unlefs he pays
the whole of what he owes. My curiolity led me, the other
day, to one of thofe prifons : my heart is frill heavy with the
remembrance of the objedts I faw there . Among the various
caules of their undoing , fome are of fo extraordinary a kind,"
that I cannot help relating them to thee . One of the prifoners^
who carried in his looks the moft fettled melancholy , told me
he had been mafter of an eafy fortune , and lived very happily
a good while ; till he became acquainted with a lawyer , whcj
in looking over fome old writings of his family , unluckily dis¬
covered certain parchments that gave him a right to an eltate

P 2 in:
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"in the poffeffion of one of his neighbours : upon which he was
perfuaded to go to law ; and , after profecuting his fuit for
twenty years , with a vexation that had almoft turned his brain,
he made the lawyer 's fortune , reduced his neighbour to beg¬
gary , and had no fooner gained his caufe, but his creditors
feized on both eftates, and fent him to enjoy his victory in a
JaiL

A feeond informed me, that he was a citizen , and born to
a confiderable eftate , but being covetous to improve it, had
married a very rich heirefs, who was fo vaftly genteel in her
expences , and found fo many ways of doing credit to herfelf
and her hufband , that (he quickly fent him from his new houfe
near the court , to the lodgings in which I ;found him. Why
did not you divorce her , faid I to him , when you found that
her extravagance would be your ruin ? Ah, Sir, replied he, I
fhould have been a happy man , if I could have caught her
with a gallant ; I might then have got rid of her by law ::

.but , to my forrow , fhe was virtuous as well as ugly ; her
only paffions were equipage and gaming .— I was infinitely

ifurprized , that a man mould wifh to find his wife an adultrefs,
or that he mould be obliged to keep her to his undoing , only
becaufe fhe was not one.

Another faid, he was a gentleman of a good family , and
having a mind to rife in the ftate , fpent fo much money to
purchafe a feat in parliament , that , though he fucceeded pretty
well in his views at court , the falary did not pay the debt;
and being unable to get himfelf chofe again at the next election,
he loft his place and his liberty both together.

The next that I fpoke to was reputed the beft fcholar in
Europe : he underftood the Oriental languages , and talked to
me in very good Arabic.

I afked how it was poffible that fo learned a man mould be
in want , and whether all the books he had read could not
keep him out of jail ? Sir, faid he, thofe books are the very

things
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tilings that brought me hither . Would to God I had been
bred a cobler . I mould then have poffefTed fome ufeful know¬
ledge , and might have kept my family from ftarving : but the
world which I read of, and that I lived in, were fo very dif¬
ferent , that I was undone by the force of {peculation.

There was another who had been bred to merchandize , but
being of too lively an imagination for the dulnefs of trade,
he applied himfelf to poetry , and neglecting his other bulinefs,
was foon reduced to the (late I faw him in : but 'he allured me
he mould not be long there ; for his lucky confinement having
given him more leifure for ftudy , he had quitted poetry , and
taken to the mathematics , by the means of which he had found
out the longitude , and expe&ed to obtain a great reward,
which the government promifed to the difcoverer. I perceived
he was not in his perfect fenfes, and pitied fuch an odd fort of
frenzy . But my companion was infinitely greater for fome
unhappy people who were (hut up in that miferable place , by
having loft their fortunes in the public funds , or in private
projects ; of which this age and country have been very fruit¬
ful , and which , under the fallacious notion of great advantage,
drew in the unwary to their deftru &ion . I afked in what
dungeon they were confined , who had been the undoers of thefe
wretched men ? but , to my great furprize , was informed , that
the contrivers of fuch wicked projects had lefs reafon than moft
men in England to be afraid of a jail . Good heaven ! faid I,
can it be poffible that , in a country governed by laws, the in¬
nocent , who are cheated out of all, fhould be put in prifon,
and the villains who cheat them left at liberty ! With this re¬
flexion I ended my enquiries , and wilhed myfelf fafe out of a
land where fuch a mockery of juftice is carried on.

L E T-
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LETTER V.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.

From London*

J Was the other day in a houfe where I faw a fight very ftrange
to a Perfian . There was a number of tables in the room,

round which were placed feveral fets of men and women . They
feemed wonderfully intent upon fome bits of painted paper
which they held in their hands . I imagined at firft that they
were performing fome magical ceremony , and that the figures
I faw traced on the bits of paper , were a myftical talifman or
charm . What more confirmed me in this belief was the
grimaces and diftortions of their countenances , much like thofe
of our magicians in the act of conjuring : but enquiring of the
gentleman that introduced me, I was told they were at play,
and that this was the favourite diverfion of both fexes.

We have quite another way of diverting ourfelves with the
women in Perfia , anfwered I. But I fee no figns of mirth
among them : if they are merry , why do not they laugh , or
fing , or jump about ? If I may judge of their hearts by their
looks, half of thefe revellers are ready to hang themfelves!
That may be, faid my friend ; for very likely they are lofing
more than they are worth .— How ! faid I, do you call that play f
•—Yes , replied he, they never are thoroughly pleafed unlefs their
whole fortunes are at (take . Thofe cards , you lee them hold,
are to decide whether he who is now a man of quality fhall be
a beggar ; or another who is now a beggar , and has but juft
enough to furnifh out one night ' s play, fhall be a man of
quality . c

The.
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The lafl , faid I, is in the right ; for he ventures nothing:
but what excufe can be thought on for the former f Are the
nobility in England fo indifferent to wealth and honour , to ex-
pofe them without the leaft neceffity ? I muft believe that they
are generally Jure of winning, and that thofe they play with
have the odds againft them.

If the chance was only equal , anfwered he, it Would be
tolerable : but their adverfaries engage them at great advantage,
and are too wife to leave any thing to fortune.

This comes, faid I , of your being allowed the ufe of wine.
If thefe gentlemen and ladies were not quite intoxicated with
that curfed liquor , they could not poffibly act fo abfurdly .—
But why does not the government take care of them when
they are in that condition ? Methinks the fellows that rob them
in this manner mould be brought to juftice.

Alas ! anfwered he , thefe cheats are an innocent fort of
people . They only prey upon the vices and luxury of a few
particulars : but there are others who raife efiates by the miferies
and ruin of their country ; who game not with their own
money , but with that of the public^ and fecurely play away
the fubftance of the orphan and the widow, of the hufhandman
and the trader . Till juftice is done upon thefe, the others
have a right to impunity : and it is no fcandal to fee gameflers
live like gentlemen^ where flock-jobbers live like princes.

L E T-
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LETTER VI.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.

From London.

^JpHOU wouldft be/aftonimed to hear fome women in this
country talk of love : their difcourfes about it are as re¬

fined as their notions of paradife, and they exclude the pleafure
of the fenfes out of both . But however fatisfied they may be
in the world to come with fuch vifionary joys , it is my opi¬
nion , that the niceft of them all, if fhe were to enjoy her pa¬
radife here , would make it a Mahometan one. I had lately a
converfation on this fubject with one of thefe platonks (for that
is the title they affe£t:). In anfwer to all her pretty reafonings,
I told her the following tale of a fair lady , who was a platonic
like herfelf.

The Loves of Ludovico and Honoria.

THE city of Genoa lias been always famed , above any town
in Europe , for the refinement of its gallantry . It is common
there for a gentleman to profefs himfelf the humble fervant of
a handfome woman , and wait upon her to every public place
for twenty years together , without ever feeing her in private,
or being entitled to any greater favours than a kind look , or a
touch of her fair hand . Of all this fighing tribe , the molt ena¬
moured , the moft conftant , and the moft refpe&ful , was fignop
Ludovico.

His miftrefs, Honoria Grimaldi , only daughter to a fenator
of that name , was the greateft beauty of the age in which fhe

4 livedo



LETTER VI.
lived, and , at the fame time , the coyeft and mod referred.
So great was her nicety in the point of love, that although fhe
could not be infenlible to the addreiTes of fignor Ludovico , yet
fhe could not bring herfelf to think of marrying her lover;
which , fhe faid, was admitting him to freedoms entirely incon-
fiftent with the refpect that character requires. In vain did he
tell her of the violence of his paffion for her . She anfwered,
that hers for him was no lefs violent : but it was his mind fhe
loved, and could enjoy that without going to bed to him.
Ludovico was ready to defpair at thefe difcourfes of his miflrefs.
He could not but admire fuch fine fentiments , yet he wifhed
fhe had not been quite fo perfect . He writ her a very melancholy
letter : and fhe returned him one in verfe, full of fublime ex-
preffions about love ; but not a word that tended to fatisfy the
poor man 's impatience . At laft he applied himfelf to her
father ; and , to engage him to make ufe of his authority,
offered to take Honoria without a portion . The father , who
was a plain man , was mightily pleafed with this propofal, and
made no difficulty to promife him fuccef?. Accordingly he
very roundly told his daughter , that fhe muft be married the
next day, or go to a nunnery . This dilemma ftartled her
very much . In fpite of all her repugnance to the marriage
bed , (he found fomething about her ftill more averfe to the
idea of a cloifter . An abfolute feparation from Ludovico was
what (he could not bear : it was even worfe than an abfolute
conjunction , In this diftrefs fhe did not know what to do;
fhe turned over above a hundred romances to fearch for prece¬
dents ; and , after many ftruggles with herfelf, refolved to fur-
render upon terms. She therefore told her lover that fhe con-
fented to be his wife, provided fhe might be fo by degrees:
and that , after the ceremony was over, he would not pretend
at once to all the rights and privileges of a hufband ; but allow
her modefty leifure to make a gradual and decent retreat.
Ludovico did not like fuch a capitulation ; but , rather than

Q not
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not have her , he was content to pay this laft compliment to
her caprice. They were married : and , at the end of the firft
month , he was very happy to find himfelf arrived at the
full enjoyment of her lips.

While he was thus gaining ground , inch by inch , his father
died , and left him a great eftate in the ifland of Corlfica. His
prefence was neceflary there ; but he could not think of part¬
ing from Honoria . They embarked together , and Ludovico
had good hopes , that he fhould not only take poffeffion of his
eftate , but of his wife too, at his arrival . Whether it was,
that Venus , who is faid to be born out of the fea, was more

powerful there than at land , or from the freedom which is
ufual aboard a fhip , it is fure, that , during the voyage, he was
indulged in greater liberties than ever he had prefumed to take
before : nay , it is confidently afferted, that they were fuch h>
berties, as have a natural and irrefiftible tendency to overcome
all fcruples whatfoever . But while he was failing on with a
fair wind , and almoft in the port , fortune , who took a pleafure
to perfecute him, - brought an African corfair in their way,
that quickly put an end to their dalliance , by making them
his flaves.

Who can exprefs the affliction and defpair of this loving
couple , at fo fudden and ill-timed a captivity ! Ludovico law
himfelf deprived of his virgin -bride on the very point of ob^
taining all his wifhes : and Honoria had reafon to apprehend,
that fhe was fallen into rougher hands than his, and fuch as no
confederations could reftrain . But the martyrdom fhe looked
for in that inftant was unexpectedly deferred till they came to
Tunis . The corfair , feeing her fo beautiful , thought her a
miftrefs worthy of his prince : and to him he prefented her at
their landing , in fpite of her own , and her hufoand 's tears .—
O unfortunate end of all her pure and heroical fentiments !
Was it for this that her favours were fo long and fo obftinately
denied to the tender Ludovico , to have them ravifhed in a

moment
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moment by a rude barbarian , who did not io much as thank
her for them ? But let us leave her in the feraglio of the dey,
and fee what became of Ludovico after this cruel feparation . The
corfair, findinghim unfit for any labour , made ufe of him to teach
his children mufic , in which he was perfectly well (killed . This
fervice would not have been very painful , if it had not been for
the remembrance of Honoria , and the thought of the brutali¬
ties fhe was expofed to . Thefe were always in his head , night
and day , and he imagined , that me . had , by this time , killed
herfelf, rather than fubmit to fo grofs a violation . But while
he was thus tormenting himfelf for one woman , he gave equal
uneafinefs to another . His mailer 's wife faw him often from

her window , and fell violently in love with him .—-The African
ladies are utter ffrangers to delicacy and refinement . She made
no fcruple to acquaint him with her deiires , and fent her fa¬
vourite Have to introduce him by night into her chamber.
Ludovico would fain have been excufed , being afhamed to
commit fuch an infidelity to his dear Honoria : but the Have
informed him , that if he hoped to live an hour , he muft
comply with her lady's inclinations ; for that , in Afric , re-
fufals of that kind were always revenged with fword or poifon.
No conffancy could be ftrong enough to refill fo terrible a
menace : he therefore went to the rendezvous at the time ap¬
pointed , where he found a miffrefs infinitely more complying
than his fantaffical Italian . But in the midft of their endear¬

ments they heard the corfair at the door of his wife's apart¬
ment . Upon the alarm of his coming , the frighted lover made
the bed of his way out of the window ; which not being very
high , he had the good fortune to get off unhurt . The corfair
did not fee him ; but by the confulion his wife was in , he
fufpecled that fomebody had been with her . His jealoufy di¬
rected him to Ludovico : and though he had no other proof
than bare fufpicion , he was determined to punifh him feverely;
and , at the fame time , fecure himfelf for the future . He

Q 2 therefore
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therefore gave orders to his eunuchs to put him in the lame
condition with themfelves ; which inhuman command wasr
performed with a Turkifh rigour far more defperate and com-
pleat than any fuch thing had been ever pra&ifed in Italy . But
the change this operation wrought upon him , fo improved his
voice, that he became the fineft finger in all Afric . His re¬
putation was fo great , that the dey of Tunis fent to beg him
of his mafter , and preferred him to a place in his own feraglio.
He had now a free accefs to his Honoria , and an opportunity
of contriving her efcape. To that end he fecretly hired a (hip
to be ready to carry them off, and did not doubt but he mould
find her very willing to accompany his flight . It was not
long before he faw her : and you may imagine the excefs of her
joy , at fo ftrange and agreeable a furprize.

Can it be poffible, cried fhe ; can it be poffible that I fee
you in this place ! O my dear Ludovico , I mall expire in the
pleafure of your embraces . But by what magic could you get
in . and deceive the vigilance of my tyrant and his guards ?

My habit will inform you , anfwered he, in a fofter tone of
voice than fhe had been ufed to : I am now happy in the
lofs which I have fuflained , fince it furnifhes me with the
means of your delivery . Truft yourfelf to me, my dear
Honoria , and I will take you out of the power of this bar¬
barian , who has fo little regard to your delicacy . You may
now be happier with me than you was before, as I fhall not
trouble you with thofe coarfe follicitati &ns which gave you fo
much uneafinefs. We will love with the purity of angels, and
leave fenfual enjoyments to the vulgar , who have not a relifh
for higher pleafure.

How ! faid Honoria , are you really no man ? No *, replied
he ; but I have often heard you fay, that your love was only
to my mind : and that , I do affure you , is ftill the fame.
Alas \ faid (he , I am forry mine is altered ; but fince my being
here, I am turned Mahometan , and my religion will not fuffer

5 me
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me to run away with an unbeliever . My new huftand has
taught me certain do&rines unknown to me before ; in the
pra&ice of which I am refolved to live and die. Adieu ! T tell
thee , my confcience will not permit me to have a longer con-
verfation with fuch an infidel.

'Thus ended the Loves of Ludovico and Honoria.

wmw&kwm

LETTER VII.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.

From London.-

T Have received thy anfwers to my letters with a pleafure,,
which the diftance I am at from my friends, and country,,

rendered greater than thou wouldft believe. I find thee very
impatient to be informed of the government and policy of this
country , which I promifed to fend thee fome account of : but
though I have been diligent in my enquiries , and loft no time
fince my arrival here , I am unable to anfwer the queftions.
thou demandeft of me, otherwife than by acknowledging my
ignorance.

I have, for inftance , been often affured that the Englifh
parliament is a check to the king 's authority : and yet I am
well informed , that the only way to advancement at court , is.
to gain a feat in parliament.

The houfe of commons is the reprefentative of the nation ;,
neverthelefs there are many great towns which fend no depu¬
ties thither , and many hamlets almoft uninhabited , that have



PERSIAN LETTERS,

of fending two. Several members have never feen their electors,
1 fTT rv t ■

and feveral are elected by the parliament , who were rejected
by the people. All the electors fwear not to fell their voices:
yet many of the candidates are undone by the expence of buying
them. This whole affair is involved in deep my fiery, and in¬
explicable difficulties.

Thou afkeft if commercebe as flourishing as formerly ? Some,
whom I have confulted on that head , fay, it is now in its me-

; ridian : and there is really an appearance of its being fo ; for
luxury is prodigioufly encreafed , and it is hard to imagine-
how it can be fupported without an inexhauftible trade . But
others pretend , that this very luxury is a proof of its decline:
and they add , that the frauds and villanies in all the trading
companies are fo many inward poifons , which , if not fpeedily
expelled , will deftroy it intirely in a little time.

Thou wouldft know if property be fo fafely guarded as is
generally believed. It is certain , that the whole power of a
king of England cannot force an acre of land froni the weakeft
of his fubjects ; but a knavijh attorney will take away his whole
eftate by thofe very laws which were deiigned for its fecurity.
Nay , if I am not misinformed , even thofe who are chofen by
the people to be the great guardians of property , have fome-
times taken more :from them in one feflion of parliament , for

:the molt ufelefs.expences, than the moft abfolute monarch could
venture to raife upon the moft urgent occafions.

Thefe , Mirza , are the contraditlions that perplex me. My
judgement is bewildered in uncertainty : I doubt my own ob¬
servations , and diftruft the relations of others . More time , and
better information , may, perhaps , clear them up to me ; till
then , modefty forbids me to impofe my conjectures upon thee,
after the manner of Chriftian travellers , whofe prompt decilions
,are the effect rather of folly than penetration.

L E T-
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LETTER VIII.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

I now underftand E ?iglijh pretty well , I went laft night
with fome friends to fee a play . The principal character

was a young fellow , who, in the fpace of three or four hours
that the a&ion lafted , cuckolds two or three hufhands , and de¬
bauches as many virgins . I had heard that the Englifh theatre
was famous for killing people upon the ftage : but this author
was more for propagating than dejlroying.

There were a great many ladies at the reprefentation of this
modeft performance ; and , though they fometimes hid their
faces with their fans (I fuppofe for fear of ihewing that they
did not- blum ) yet , in general , they feemed to be much de¬
lighted with the fine gentleman s heroical exploits . I mult
confefs, fa-id 'I , this entertainment is far more natural than the
opera , and I do not wonder that the ladies are moved at it:
but if in Perfia we allowed our women to be prefent at fuch
fpe&acles as thefe , what would fignify our bolts , our bars, our
eunuchs ? though we mould double our jealoufy and care* they
would foon get the better of all reflraint , and put in practice
thofe leffons of the ftage, which it is fo much pleafanter to act
than to behou ).
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LETTER IX.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

Friend carried me lately to an affembly of the beau monde,
which is a meeting of men and women of the firft fafhion.

The croud was fo very great , that the two fexes promifcuouily
preffed one another in a manner that feemed very extraordinary
to Oriental eyes, I obferved a young man and a beautiful
young woman fitting in a window together , and whifpering
one another with fo much , earneftnefs , that neither the great
noife in the room , nor number of paffengers who rubbed by
them continually , gave them the leaft difturbance . Theylooked at one another with the moft animated tendernefs : the
lady , efpecially , had in her eyes fuch a mixture of foftnefs and
dejire, that I expected every moment to fee them withdraw ; in
order to fatisfy their mutual impatience , in a manner , that even
the European liberty would not admit of in fo public a place.
I made my friend take notice of them , and ailced him how long
they had been married f He fmijed at my miftake , and told me,
they were not married j that the lady, indeed , had been mar¬
ried about a year and half, to a man that flood at a little dis¬
tance ; but that the gentleman was an unmarried man of qua¬
lity , who made it his bulinefs to corrupt other mens wives.
That he had begun the winter with this lady, and that this
was her firjl affair of that fort ; her hulband and fhe having
married for love.

As I had heard of many employed in the fame manner , and
could not perceive that they did any thing elfe, I alked my

friend,
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friend , if there was any feminary , any public foundation for
educating young men of quality to this profeffion; and whether
they could carry on the bufinefs without frequent interruptions
from the refpe&ive hufbands ? I will explain the whole matter
to you, fays he. There is, indeed , no public foundation or
academy for this purpofe ; but it depends upon the private care
of their feveral parents , who , if I may ufe the expreffion , nega¬
tively breed them up to this bufinefs, by making them en¬
tirely unfit for any other : for, left their fons mould be di¬
verted from the profeffion of gallantry by a dull application to
graver ftudies , they give them a very fuperficial tin&ure of
learning , but take care to inftrucl them thoroughly in the
more fhewifh parts of education , fuch as mulic , drefling , dan¬
cing , &c. By which means , whefi they come to be men , they
naturally prefer the gay and eafy converfation of the fair fex,
and are well received by them . As for the hufbands , they are
the people in the world who give them the leaft difturbance:
but , on the contrary , generally live in the ftricleft intimacy
with thofe who intend them the favour of cuckoldom. The
marriage contract being here perpetual , though the caufes of it
are of fhort duration , the moft fenfible men are defirous of
having fome afliftance to fupport the burthenfome perpetuity.
For inftance , every man marries either for money, or for love—
In the firft cafe, the moneybecomes his own as foon as the wife
does ; fo that , having had what he wanted from her, he is very
willing fhe mould have what Jhe wanted from any body rather
than from him . He is quiet at home , and fears nq re¬
proaches.

In the latter cafe, the beauty he married foon grows familiar
by uninterrupted poffeffion : his own greedinefs furfeited him ;
he is afhamed of his difguft , or at leaft of his indifference , after
all the tranfports of his firft defire ; and gladly accepts terms of
domeftic peace through the mediation of a lover.

K There
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There are, indeed , fome exceptions : fome hufbands , who,

preferring an old miftaken point of honour to real peace and
quiet at home , difturb their wives pleafure : but they are very
few, and are very ill looked upon.

I thanked ray friend for explaining to me fo extraordinary a
piece of domefik oeconomy; but could not help telling him , that,
in my mind , our Perfian method was more reafonable , of having

feveral wives under the care of one eunuch^ rather than one wife
under the care of feveral lovers.

m&mmm̂ m
LETTER X.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From Lottdonv

"yy E have often read together and admired the little hiftory
Perfian Let- of the Troglodytes , related by our countryman Ufbec,
Paris/vol!.I.with a fpirit peculiar to his writings . Unequal as I am to the
let. xi. to imitation of fo excellent an author , I have a mind , in a con¬

tinuation of that ftory , to (hew thee by what fteps, and.
through what changes , the original good of foeiety is over¬
turned , and mankind become wickeder and more miferable in
a ftate of government , than they were when left in a ftate of
nature.

Continuation of the HISTORY of the TROGLODYTES.

The Troglodytes Were fo affected with the virtue of the good
old man who refufed the crown which they had offered, that
they determined to remain without a king . The love of the
public was fo ftrong in every particular , that there was no need
of authority to enforce obedience . The law of nature and un-
corrupted reafon was engraven on their hearts : by that alone

2 they
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they governed all their actions, and on that alone they efta-
blifhed all their happinefs . But the moft perfect felicity of
mortal men is Subject to continual disturbance . Thofe barba¬
rians , whom they had defeated fome time before, ftirred up by
a defiire of revenge, invaded them again with greater forces.
They fell upon them unawares , carried off their flocks and
herds , burnt their houfes, and led their women captive : every
thing was in confufion , and the want of order made them inca¬
pable of defence . They foon found the neceffity of uniting
under a Single chief . As the danger required vigour and ala¬
crity , they pitched upon a young man of diftinguiihed courage,
and placed him at their head . He led them on with fo
much fpirit and good conduct , that he foon forced the enemy
to retire , and recovered all the fpoil.

The Troglodytes Strewed flowers in his way , and , to reward
the fervice he had done them , prefented him with the moft
beautiful of the virgins he had delivered from captivity . But,
animated by his fortune , and unwilling to part with his com¬
mand , he advifed them to make themfelves amends for the
lofTes they had fufiained , by carrying the war into the enemy 's
country ; which , he (aid, would not be able to refill their vic¬
torious arms . Defirous to punilh thofe wicked men , they very
gladly came into his propolal . But an old Troglodyte Standing
up in the afTembly, endeavoured to perfuade them to gentler
councils . 4 The goodnefs of God , faid he, o my countrymen,
4 has given us Strength to repulfe our enemies, and they have
* paid very dearly for moleSting us. What more do you defire
* from your victory , than peace and fecurity to yourfelves , re-
* pentance and Shame to your invaders ? It is propofed to invade
4 them in your turn , and you are told it will be eafy to Subdue
4 them . But to what end would you Subdue them , when they
* are no longer in a condition to hurt you ? do you defire to
4 tyrannize over them ? Have a care that in learning to be ty-
4 rants , you do not alfo learn to beJlaves , If you know how

R 2 4 to
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* to value liberty as you ought , you will not deprive others of
' it , who , though unjuft , are men like yourfelves, and mould
' not be oppreffed .'

This wife remonftrance was not heeded in the temper the
people was then in. The fight of the defolations that had been
caufed by the late irruption , made them refolve on a violent re¬
venge. Befides, they were now grown fond of war, and the
young men efpecially were eager of a new oceafion to fignalize
their valour . Greater powers were therefore given to the ge¬
neral ; and the event was anfwerable to his promifes ; for, in a
fhort time , he fubdued all the nations that had joined in the

, league againft the Troglodytes . The merit of this fuccefs, fo<
endeared him to that grateful people , that , in the heat and riot
of their joy , they unanimoufly chofe him for their king , without?
prefcribing any bounds to his authority . They were too inno¬
cent tofufpect any abufe of fuch a generous trufi , and thought
that when virtue was on the throne , the moft abfolute govern¬
ment was the beft.

SC$ )K$ » ^ Be^

LETTER XL

Selim to MiRZAat Ifpahan.

From Londonv
y ■

HP HE firft a& of the new king was to difpofe of the con¬
quered lands . One mare of them , by general confent , he

allotted to himfelf, and the reft he divided among thofe who
were companions of his viaory . Diftin &ion .of rank and in¬
equality of condition , were then firft introduced among the
Troglodytes : fome grew rich , and immediately comparifon
made others poor . From this fingle root fprung up a thoufand
mifchiefs ; pride , envy , avarice , difcontent , deceit , and violence.
Unheard -of diforders were committed ; nor was any regard paid

to
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to the decisions of ancient cuftom , or the di&ates of natural
juftice . Particulars could no longer be allowed to judge of
right ; it became neceflary to determine it by fhated laws. The
whole nation applied to the prince , to make thofe laws, and take
care of their execution . But the prince , unequal atone to fuch
a difficult tafk, was obliged to have recourfe to the oldeft and
wifeft of his fubje&s for affiftance . He had not yet fo forgot
himfelf , by being feated on a new-ere£ted throne , as to imagine
that he was become all-fufficient , or that he was placed there to
govern by his caprice . It was therefore his greateft care, how
to fupply his own defe&s by the counfels of thofe who were
moft famed for their knowledge and abilities.

Thus a fenate was formed, which , with the king , compofed
the legiflature ; and thus the people freely bound themfelves,,
by contenting to fuch regulations , as the king and fenate fhould
decree.

' v

LETTER XII.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan,
From London.

* I ^ H E inftitution of laws among the Troglodytes , was at-
tended with this inevitable ill effect, that they began to*

think every thing right , which was not legally declared to>
be a crime . It feemed as if the natural obligations to virtue
were deftroyed , by the foreign influence of human authority,,
and vice was not fhunned as a real evil, but grew to be thought
a forbidden good.

One Troglodyte faid to himfelf, " I have made advantage of
*' the fimplicity of my neighbour , to over-reach him in a bar-
£{ gain : he may reproach me, perhaps , but he cannot punifli.
u me ; for the law allows me to rob him with his own confent ."

Another was afked by his friend for a fum of money , which
he had lent him fome years before.

Have
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Have you any thing to mew for it ? anfwered he.
A third was implored to remit part of his tenant 's rent , be-

caufe the man , by unavoidable misfortunes , was become very-
poor . Do not you fee, replied he, that he has ftill enough to
maintain his family ? By ftarving them he may find money to
pay me, and the law requires him fo to do.

Thus the hearts of the Troglodytes were hardened ; but a
greater mifchief ftill enfued . The laws in their fiirft framing
were few and plain , fo that any man could eafily underftand
them , and plead his own caufe without an advocate.

Some inconveniencies were found to flow from this . The
rules were too general and loofe : too much was left to the
equity of the judge , and many particular cafes feemed to remain
undetermined and unprovided for. It was therefore propofed in
the great council of the nation , to fpecify all thofe feveral ex¬
ceptions ; to tie the judges down to certain forms ; to explain,
correct , add to, and referve whatfoever might feem capable of
any doubtful or different interpretations . While the matter
Was yet in deliberation , a wife old fenator fpoke thus:

** You are endeavouring , o Troglodytes , to amend what is
<c defective in your laws ; but know , that by multiplying laws,
" you will certainly multiply defects. Every new explanation
<£ will produce a new objection : and at laft the very principles

will be loft , on which they were originally formed . Man-
u kind may be governed , and well governed , under any laws
" that are fixed by ancient ufe. Befides their being known

and underftood , they have a fanctity attending them , which
" commands obedience : but every variation , as it difcovers a
" weaknefs in them , fo it lefTens the refpect ; by which alone,
" they can be effectually maintained . If fubtleties and diftinc-
" tions are admitted to conftitute right , they will equally be
" made ufe of to evade it : and if juftice is turned into a fcience,
" injuftice will foon be made a trade ."

LET-
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LETTER XIII.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

A S the old man foretold , it came to pafs. The laws were
^ explained into contradictions , and digejied into confujion.
Men could no longer tell what was their right , and what was
not . A fet of Troglodytes undertook to find it out for all the
reft : but they were far from doing it out of pure benevolence t
their opinions were fold at no little price ; and how falfe foever
they might prove , in the event of the caufe, the money was
never to be returned . Nay , the longer the difpute could be
protracted , the more the parties concerned were to pay . This
point being once well eftablifhed , caufes, that before were
difpatched in half an hour , now lafted half a century . There
were three courts placed one above another : on the door of the
lowed was writ , Law ; on that of the fecond, Equity , and on
the higheft , Common Senje. Thefe courts had no connexion
with one another , and a quite different method of proceeding.
No man could go to the laft , without palling through one of
the former : and the journey was fo tedious , that very few could
fupport the fatigue or the expence . But there was one parti¬
cular more ftrange than all the reft. It was very feldom that a
man could read a word of the parchment by which he held his
eftate : and they made their wills in a language , which neither
they nor their heirs could underftand.

Such were the refinements of the Troglodytes , when they had
quitted the fimplicity of nature ; and fo bewildered were they
in the labyrinth of their own laying out.

LET-
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L E T T E R XIV.

Selim7 (? Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

HP H E religion of the Troglodytes had been hitherto as limple
-*~ as their manners . They loved God as the author of their

happinefs : they feared him as the avenger of injuftice ; and
they fought to pleafe him by doing good . But their morals
being corrupted , their religion could not long continue pure :
fuperftition found means to introduce itfelf, and compleated
their depravation . Their firft king , who had been a conqueror,
and a law-giver , died , after a long reign , extreamly regretted
and revered by his fubiects . His fon fucceeded , not by any
claim of hereditary right , but the free eledion of the people,
who loved a family that had done them fo many fervices. As
he was fenfible that he owed his crown to their veneration for

the memory of his father , he endeavoured to carry that
veneration as high as poffible . He built a tomb for him,
which he planted round with laurels, and caufed verfes to be
folemnly recited in praife of his achievements . When he per¬
ceived that thefe honours were well received in the opinion of
the public , he thought he might venture to go farther . He got
it to be propofed in the fenate, that the dead monarch mould be
deified , after the example of many nations round about them,
who had paid the fame compliment to their kings . The fena-
tors were become too good courtiers , not to give into fo agree¬
able a piece of flattery , efpeciallyas their own honour was con¬
cerned in raifing the chara&er of their founder : and the people,
feduced by their gratitude , thought that thofe virtues, which
had rendered him the protector and father of his country , very
juftly entitled him to a fubordinate fhare of divinity.

It is not to be conceived how many evils this alteration
produced. Then
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Then firft the Troglodytes were made to believe, that their
God was to be gained by rich donations ; or that his glory was
concerned in the worldly pomp and power of his priefts . A
temple , faid thofe priefts, is like a court : you muft gain the
favour of the minifters , or your petitions will not be received.
As the fpeople remembered that their new deity had once been
a king , this doftrine feemed plaufible enough : and the priefts
grew abfolute on the ftrength of it . They procured for them-
felves exceffive wealth , exemptions from all public burthens,
and almofl: a total independence upon the civil authority . That
the companion between the temple and the court might hold
the better , a great number of ceremonies were invented , and a
magnificence of drefs was added to them as effential to holinefs.
T he women came warmly into this , and were ftill more zealous
than the men in their attachment to the exterior part of de¬
votion . By degrees the inviftble God, whom their fathers had
worfhiped alone, was wholly forgot : and all the vows of the
people were paid to the idol, whofe fuperftitious worfhip was
better adapted to human paffions, and to the gain of the priefts.
Expiations , luftrations , facrifices, proceffions, and pilgrimages
made up the whole of religion . Thus the piety of the Trog¬
lodytes was turned afide from reality to form : and it was no
longer a confequence , that a very religious was a very honeft
man.

rawrcrc ;tfTj$' ra- 'aritf- -!tf^ ^ 3z.-%.3z %. St %. ^<:%.

LETTER XV.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

j N my laft letter I told thee how much the Troglodytes were
depraved in their notions , and in their manners , from their

idolatry . By the arts of the priefthood their corruption en-
S creafed
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creafed every day : and virtue ^ inftead of being affifted, was'

overturned by religion itfelf . It was common for a Trog¬

lodyte to fay, " 1 will plunder my neighbour or the public:

" for the anger of our God may be appeafed by an offering

" made out of the fpoil ."
Another quieted his confcience in this manner : <c I am,

" indeed, a very great villain, and have injured my benefactor:

£< but I am a conftant attender on all proceffions , and have

" crawled thrice round the temple upon my knees ."

A third confeffed to a prieft , That he had defrauded his

ward of an eftate . Give half of it to our order , faid the con-

fefTor, and we will freely endow you with the reft.
But the mifchief did not flop even here. From fanfitifying

trifles , they proceeded to quarrel about them : and the peace

of the fociety was difturbed , to know which impertinence

fhould be preferred . This was the work of the priefts , who

took upon them to declare what was moft agreeable to their

God : and declared it differently , as it happened that their

paffions or interefts required . But how flight foever the foun¬

dation was, a difpute of this nature never failed to be warmly

carried on . Nobody concerned himfelf about the morals of

another ; but every man ' s opinions were enquired into with

the utmoft rigour : and woe to thofe who held any that were

difliked by the ruling party \ for though neither fide could tell

the reafon why they differed, the difference was never to be

forgiven . An aged Troglodyte endeavoured to put a flop to

this pious fury , by reprefenting to them , " That their ancef-

" tors , who were better men , had no difputes about religion;

" but ferved their God in the only unity required by him : a

" unity of affection ." All the poor man got by this admoni¬

tion , was to be called an atheift by all the contending feels, and

after fuffering a thoufand perfscutions , compelled to take refuge
in another land.

L E T-
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LETTER XVI.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan,
From London.

^J ^ HE court had a deeper intereft in the eftablifhment of the
idolatrous priefthood among the Troglodytes , than was at

firft attended to, or forefeen. The very nature of their office

particularly attached them to the crown . They were fervants
of a deified king : and it was no very great ftretch of their

function to deify the living monarch alfo. Accordingly they

preached to all the people with an extraordinary warmth of
zeal , that the family then reigning was divine : that they held

the crown , not by the will of the fociety, but by a pre -eminence

of nature . That to refift their pleafure was refitting God : and

that every man enjoyed his life and eftate by their grace, and

at their difpofal. In confequence of thefe doctrines, his /acred

tnajejly did juft what he thought fit. He was of a martial

genius , and had a ftrong ambition to enlarge his territories.
To this end he raifed a mighty army , and fell upon his neigh¬

bours without a quarrel.
The Troglodytes loft their blood , and fpent their fujbftance,

to make their prince triumphant in a war which could not pof-

fibly turn to their advantage : for the power and pride of their

tyrant increafed with his fuccefs. His temper too became fiercer

and more fevere, by being accuftomed to {laughter and devaf-

tation : fo that his government grew odious to his fubje£ts.

Yet the dazzling glory of his victories, and the divinity they

were taught to find about him , kept them in awe, and fup-

ported his authority . But Providence would not fuffer him

any longer to vex mankind . He perimed , with a great part

of his army , by the united valour of many nations who had

allied themfelves againft his encroachments . Content with
S 2 having
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having punifhed the aggrefTor and author of the war, they im¬
mediately offered peace to the Troglodytes , upon condition,that all mould be restored which had been taken from them in
the former wars. That nation , humbled by their defeat, very
willingly parted with their conquefts , to purchafe their repofe,*

3o£ 3o£3£

LETTER XVIL

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London,

jTJ "NDER their third king , who fucceeded to his father , upon:
a new notion of hereditary and divine right , the fpirit of

the government was wholly changed . He was young , and-
of a temper much addicted to eafe and pleafure ; yet bred up
with high conceits of kingly power , and a royal difregard to,
his peoples good . There was a mixture of bigotry in his dif-
pofiition, which gave the priefts a great advantage over him -r
and as his predeceffor had governed by them , they now go¬
verned by him .— The people too , in imitation of their prince,,
foon contracted another character ; they began to polifh and
foften all their manners . The young Troglodytes were fent to
travel into Perfia : they came back with new dreffes,- new re¬
finements , new follies, and-new vices. Like a plague im¬
ported from a foreign country , luxury fpread itfelf from thefe
travellers over all the nation . A thoufand wants were created
every day , which nature neither fnggefted nor could fupply .,
A thoufand uneafinefles were felt , which were as unnatural as
the pleafures that occafioned them . When the minds of the
Troglodytes were thus relaxed , their bodies became weak.
They now complained that the fummer was too hot , and the
winter too cold . They loft the ufe of their limbs, and were

carried.
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carried about on the moulders of their flaves. The women
brought their children with more pain , and even thought
themfelves too delicate to nurfe them : they loft their beauty
much fooner than before, and vainly ftrove to repair it by the
help of art . Then firffc phyficians were called in from foreign
lands, to contend with a variety of new diftempers which in¬
temperance produced : they came ; and the only advantage was>
that thofe who had learned to live at a great expence, now
found the fecret of dying at a greater.

Such was the condition of the Troglodytes , when , by the.
benefit of a rafting peace, they tafted the fweets of plenty , and;
grew polite

^ ^ ô ^ ^ ^

LETTER XVin ..

Selim to. Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London;

'"JpHE ancient Troglodytes were too bufy in the duties and:
cares of fociety , to employ much of their thoughts in (pe¬

culation . They were fkilful in mechanics and agriculture , the.
only fciences for which they had any ufe. Experience taught,
them the properties of many medicinal herbs , roots , and plants,,
with which they cured the few ailments that they were fubje<£b
to in their ferene and temperate life.

At their leifure they amufed themfelves with mufic and>
poetry , and fung the praife cf the Divine Being , the beauties--
of nature , the virtues of their countrymen , and their own
loves. They (hewed a wonderful force of imagination in &
great number of fables which they invented , under moil of.
which was concealed fome moral fentiment : but for hirWy,,
they contented themfelves with fome fliort accounts of public
tmnfactions , drawn from the memory of the oldeft men among ;

5 them J;



PERSIAN LETTERS.

them , and writ without any art ; having no party difputes , no
feditions , no plots , no intrigues of ftate to record . The al¬
teration of their government and manners produced a change
alfo in this refpecl . A great many people withdrew themfelves
entirely from the offices of life, and became a burthen to their
family and country , under a notion of ftudy and meditation.
One fet of them very modeftly undertook to explain all the
fecrets of nature , and account for her operations . Another left
nature quite behind , and fell to reafon about immaterial fub-
ftances , and the properties of fpirits . A. third profeffed to
teach reafon by a rule ; and invented arguments to confute
common fenfe *. Thefe phiiofophers (for fo they ftiled thetn-
felves) were to be known from all mankind by a certain air,
made up of bafhfulnefs and prefumption . To diftinguifh them-
felves from the vulgar , they forgot how to fay or do one com¬
mon thing like other men.

This rendered their behaviour very aukward , and they were
confeious of it ; for which reafon they came little into com¬
pany : yet in private their pride fwelled to fuch a pitch , that
they imagined they were arrived at the very top of human
merit , and looked down with contempt on the greater! generals
and bed fervants of the ftate . Among the various fpeculations
that this modern fafhion of philofophizing produced , there
were two more pernicious than the reft, and which greatly con¬
tributed to the corruption and ruin of the people . One was,
that vice and virtue were in themfelves indifferent things , and
depended only on the laws of every country : the other , that
there was neither reward nor punifhment after this life .— It has
already been obferved how many defects the Troglodytes found
in their laws, and how many quibbles were invented to elude

* This paffage is not to be underftood as defigning any reflexion upon men of true learning,
buf as acenfure of the different kinds of falfe learning; fuch as the fubtilties of metaphyfics and
logic, and the natural philofbphy of Defcartes, and others, who prefume to explain and ac¬
count for all things by fyjiemsdrawn out of their own imagination.

them.
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them . But ftill there was fome reftraint upon their anions,
while a fenfe of guilt was attended with remorfe , and the ap¬
prehension of fuffering in another flate . But by thefe two
do&rines men were left at perfect liberty to fin out of the reach
of the law ; and virtue was deprived of glory here, or the
hopes of recompence hereafter . There was a third notion , iefs
impious , indeed , but of very ill confequence to fociety , which
placed a]l goodnefs and religion- in a reelufe and contemplative
way of life.

The effect of this was, to draw off many of the beft and
worthier ! men from the fervice of the public , and adminiftra-
tion of the commonwealth , at a time when their labours were
raoft wanted to put a flop to the general corruption — It is hard
to fay which was moft deftrudrive , an opinion that , like the
former , emboldened vice, or fuch a one as rendered virtue im¬
potent and ufelefs to mankind—

LETTER XIX.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

\ \ 7"HIL E the principles of the people were thus depraved,
and their underftandmgs taken off" from their proper

objects, the court became the centre of immorality and every
kind of folly . Though flattery had been always bufy there,
yet the former kings , who were frequently at war , had been
ufed to a certain military freedom , and there were not wanting
men about them who had courage to tell them truth : but the
effeminacy of the prefent fet of com tiers took from them all
fpirit as well as virtue , and they were as ready to fuffer the
bafeil things , as to act the moft unjuft . The king , wholly

2 devoted
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•devoted to his pleafures , thought it fufficient for him to wear
the crown , without troubling himfelf with any of the cares and
duties belonging to it . The whole exercife and power of the
government was lodged in the hands of a grand vizir , the fir ft
of that title which the Troglodytes had ever known . It feemed
very ftrange to them at the beginning , to fee the royalty trans¬
ferred to their fellow-fubject ; and many thought it was deba¬
sing it too much . The priefts themfelves were at a lofs how
to make out that this fort of monarchy was divine : however,
.they found at Jaft, that the grand vizir was a god by office,
though not by birth . If this diftinction did not fatisfy the
people , the court and the priefts were not much concerned
about it .— But a prime minifter was not the only novelty
thefe times produced.

The Troglodytes had always been remarkable for the man¬
ner in which they ufed their women . They had a greater
efteem for them than any other of the Eaftern nations . They
admitted them to a conftant {hare in their converfation , and
even entrufted them with their private affairs : but they never
fufpected that they had a genius for public bufinefs ; and that
not only their own families, but the ftate itfelf, might be go¬
verned by their direction . They were now convinced of their
miftake . Several ladies appeared together at the helm : the
king 's miftrefs, the miftrefs of the vizir , two or three miftreffes
of the vizir 's favourite officers, joined in a political confederacy,
and managed all matters as they pleafed. Their lovers gave
nothing , and acted nothing , but by their recommendation and
ad ice. Sometimes indeed they differed among themfelves,
which occafioned great confufions in the ftate . But by the
pacific labours of good fubje&s, and the king 's interceftion,
fuch unhappy divifions were compofed , and bufinefs went
quietly on again . If there was any defect in the politics of
thefe female rulers , it was, that they could never comprehend
any other point or purpofe in the art of government but fo

much
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much profit to them/elves. The hiftory of the Troglodytes has
recorded fome of their wife and witty fayings.

One of them was told , that , by the great decay of trade , the
principal bank of the city would be broke. What care I ? faid
fhe, I have laid my money out in land.

Another was warned , that if better meafures were not taken,
the Troglodytes threatened to revolt : I am glad to hear it,
replied fhe ; for if we beat them , there will fome rich confif-
cations fall to me.

$ ^ *9s& $ $ *
LETTER XX.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

pAINFUL experience had , by this time , taught the Trog¬
lodytes what their fathers were too happy to fufpe£t ; that

human nature was not perfect enough to be trufted with un¬
limited power : they faw an evident neceffity of reftraining that
which had been given to their kings , as well for the dignity
of the crown itfelf, as for the good of the commonwealth.

The whole nation unanimoufly concurred in this refolution ;
and that unanimity could not be refilled . They therefore con-
fidered by what means to reform their government , and did it
with equal vigour and moderation . It was decreed, that the
crown mould be preferved to the prince then reigning , out of
refpect to the family he was of ; but that he mould wear it
under certain limitations , which divided his authority with the
fenate.

To prevent the mifchiefs that might arife from evil minifters,
and the too great power of any favourite , they declared , that
the minifters of the king were the fervants of the people , and

T could
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could not be protected by the court , if they were found diiloyal
to the nation.

Under thefe wife regulations the mattered ftate recovered it-
o

felf again : their affairs were managed with more difcretion,
and many public grievances were redreffed. They thought,,
that in limiting their monarchy , they had cut the root of alt
their evils, and flattered themfelves with a permanent felicity.
But they quickly difcovered that this new fyftem was not
without its inconveniencies . Very favourable opportunities
were fometimes loft by the unavoidable flownefs of their coun^
cils, and it was often necefTary to truft more people with the
fecret of public buflnefs, than could be relied on with fecurity.
There were many evils which the nature of their government
obliged them to connive at , and which grew , as it were , out
of the very root of it . The abufe of liberty was infeparable , in
many points , from liberty itfelf, and degenerated into a fliame-
3efs licentioufnefs . But the principal mifchief , attending on
this change , was the divifion of the fenate into parties . Dif¬
ferent judgements , different interefts and paffions, were perpe¬
tually claming with one another : and by the unequal motion
of its wheels, the whole machine went but heavily along.

Yet one advantage arofe from this diforder , that the people
were kept alert , and upon their guard . The animofities and
emulation of particulars , fecured the common -wealth : as in a
feraglio , the honour of the hufband is preferved by the malice
of the eunuchs , and mutual jealoufies of the women.

Upon the whole , the Troglodytes might have been happy
in the liberty they had gained , if the fame public fpirit which
eftablifibed, could have continued to maintain it.

LET-
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LETTER XXI.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

HERE was in the fenate a certain man of great natural
cunning and penetration , facliousr  enterprizing , verfed

in bufinefs, and above all, very knowing in the difpoiltion of
the times in which he lived. This man came fecretly to the
king , and entertained him with the following difcourfe.

' I perceive, Sir, you are very much call: down with the
* bounds that have been fet to your authority : but perhaps you
* have not loft fo much as you imagine .— The people are very
* proud of their own work , and look with great fatisfa&ion on
6 the outfide of their new-erecled government ; but thofe who
* can fee the infide too, find every thing too rotten and fuper-
4 ficial to laft very long.

* The two things in nature the moft repugnant and incon-
* fiftent with each other , are the love of liberty , and the love
<of money . The laft is fo ftrong among your fubjects, that
* it is impoffible the former can fubfift . I fay, Sir, they are
*not honest enough to be free. —Look round the nation,
* and fee whether their manners agree with their conftitution.
1 Is there a virtue which want does not difgrace, or a vice
* which riches cannot dignify ? has not luxury infe&ed all
* degrees of men amongft them ? which way is that luxury to
* be fupported . ? It muft neceffarily create a dependence , which
* will foon put an end to this dream of liberty . Have you a
* mind to fix your power on a fure and Jailing bafis ? fix it on
* the vices of mankind : fet up private intereft againft public;
* apply to the wants and vanities of particulars ; fhew thofe
* who lead the people , that they may better find their account
*in betraying than defending them . This , Sir, is a fhort

T 2 ' plan
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* plan of fuch a conduct as would make you really fuperior to
* all reftraint , without breaking in upon ,thofe nominal fecurities r
£ which the Troglodytes are more attached to a great deal than
4 they are to the things themfelves . If you pleafe to truft the
' management to me, I mall not be afraid of being obnoxious
8 to the fpirit of liberty ; for in a little while I will extinguish
* every fpark of it : nor of being liable to the jufliee of the
4 nation ; for my crime itfelf mail be my protection'

i LETTER XXII ..

Selim to Mirza . at Ifpahan.
From London.

^pHERE is a very pretty , fair-complexioned girl , who
lodges in a houfe over-againft me. She was always flaring

at me from her window , and feemed to follicit my regards by
a thoufand little airs that I cannot defcribe, but which touched
me ftill more than all her beauty . At laft I became fo ena¬
moured of her , that I refolved to demand her in marriage.
Accordingly I went to vifit her in form, and was received by
her mother , a widow gentlewoman , who defired very civilly
to know my bufinefs.

Madam , faid I, I have a garden at Ifpahan, ' adorned with
the fined: flowers in the Eaft : I have the Perfian jafmin , the
Indian rofe, the violet of Media , and the tulip of Candahar:
but I have lately beheld an Englifh lily more fair than all
thefe , and far more fweet, which I defire .to tranfplant into my
garden . This lily, Madam , is now in your poffeffioh ; and I
come a fuppliant to you that I may obtain it . The old lady,
not conceiving what I meant , began to affure me very faith-
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fully that I was miftaken , for me had neither lily nor rofe be¬
longing to her.

The lily , returned I, is your lovely daughter , whom I come
to aflc of you for my wife.

What do you propofe to fettle on her ? replied me . That
is the firft .point to be confidered .— .

I will do by her very handfomely , anfwered I ; I will fettle
upon her:—two black eunuchs, an expert old midwife , and fix
or feven very adroit female flaves.

Two blacks., anfwered (he , are well enough , but I mould
think two Erench footmen would be genteeler.

However , Sir, we will not quarrel about her equipage. The
queftion .is, What provifon you think of making .—

Do not trouble , yourfelf about that , returned I :*—She fhalt
have meat enough , I warrant you , plenty of rice, ,and the
beft Jherbet in all Perjta.

Do not tell me of rice and Jherbet , faid the- old woman : I
alk what jointure you will give her ?

This word flopped me fhort "; for I did not know what a ;
jointure fignified . At laft fhe explained herfelf, by demanding;
of me, how her daughter was to diveuf I fhould die?

I have an Indian wife, anfwered I , that intends to burn
herfelf as foon as I expire : but L would not recommend that
method to your daughter:

How ! faid me,— you are married then already ! Yes, faid I , >
in Perfia we are allowed to take as many women as we can keep':
and fome, I am fure, of the moft fafhionable men in England
do the fame, only leaving out the ceremony.

It is a very wicked praftice , anfwered ihe :— but ' fince it is
your religion fo to do, and that my daughter 's fortune is too
fmall to get a hufband among Chriftians , I am not much averfe
to give her to you upon reafonable t̂erms , becaufe I •am told
you are very rich.

She.-
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She had fcarce fpoke thefe words , when my little miftrefs,
who had been liftening to our difcourfe behind the fcreenj
came out from her concealment , and told her mother , 4 That
* if fo many women were to live together , ihe was fare there
' would be no peace in the family ; and therefore me defired
4 her to infill on a good pin -money (that is to fay, as the term
* was explained to me, a great independent allowance) in cafe
4 her hufband and fhe mould difagree'

What , faid 1, young lady , do you think already of fepa-
rating your intereits from mine P and muft i be obliged to pay
my wife for living ill with me, as much as I mould for living
wellf

No - -by Hali - 1 will never wed a woman who is fo
determined to rebel again ft her hufband , that me articles for it

Jn .the very -.contracl: of her marriage—

K» K» M&' »

L E T T E R XXIII.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan,
From London.

' ĵp H E R E is at London a native of Aleppo who has refided
here fome years as a private agent for fome merchants of

that city , and paffes for a Jew . They call him Zabulon , but
iiis true name is Abdallah , the fon of Abderamen . He has
revealed himfelf to me : and i have contraded a great intimacy
with him . There never was an honefter , more friendly , or
more valuable man : but he is as much a bigot to all the
Eaftern notions , and as much a ftranger to every thing in Eng¬
land , as he was the firft hour of his arrival . For my part,
Mirza , I fet out with a refolution to give up all my hereditary
^prejudices, and form my mind to bear different opinions , as my

body
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body to fuffer different climates . Nay , if' I may fay fo, I began
my travels a good while before I went abroad , by reading,
enquiring and reafoning , about the manners and inftitutions
of other countries . I had lived long enough under the yoke
of an arbitrary government , to fee the mifery of it , and value
liberty . I am now come into an ifland where that liberty is
happily eftablifhed , and where I may learn to know it by its
effects. This , Mirza , is the ftudy that I purfue , and it de¬
mands the utmoft attention I can give . In abfolute monar¬
chies all depends on the character of the prince , or of his mi-
nifters : and when that is known , you have little more to
learn : but in mixed governments , the machine is more com¬
plex , and it requires a nicer obfervation to underftand how the
iprings of -it are difpofed, or how they mutually cheque and
affift each other.

When I talk to Abdallah on this fubjecl, he tells me it is
not worth my while to trouble myfelf about it : for that any
form of government is good if it be well adminiflered . But the
queftion is, which is mojl likely to be well adminiflered , that is,
which has bejl fecured itfelf , by wholefome provisions and re-»
flraints againft the danger of a bad adminijl ration*

SIHHHH'

LETTER XXIV.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

I was walking in the fields near this city the other
morning , a difbanded foldier fomewhat in years

implored my charity , and , to excite my companion,
bared his bofom, on which were the fears of many
wounds , all received in the fervice of his country . I gladly

relieved
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relieved his wants , and being defirous to inform myfelf of every
thing , fell into difcourfe with him on the war in which he had
ferved. He told me he had been prefent at the taking of ten
or twelve ftrong towns , and had a {hare in the danger and
glory of almoft as many victories . How then , faid I , comes
it to pafs that thou art laid afide ? thy ftrength is indeed in its
decline , but not yet wafted ; and I mould think that experience
would well fupply the lofs of youth . Alas ! Sir, anfwered he,
I have a good heart and tolerable limbs , but I want three
inches more of ffcature: I am brave and able enough , thank God,
but not quite handfome enough for a foldier.

How then didft thou ferve fo long , returned I ? In Flanders,
Sir, faid he, there werefome thoufands fuch ill-looking fellows,
who did very well in a day of battle , but would make no
figure at a review.— Refides, I have no vote for any county , city,
or borough in England ; and therefore could not hope for pre¬
ferment in the army , were I ever fo well made. This laft ob¬
jection appeared to me very odd ; but of all the novelties I
have met with in Europe , none ever furprized me fo much,
as that a qualification for military fervice mould be fuppofed to
confift in fmug looks , and a certain degree of tallnefs , more
than experienced courage , and hardy ftrength.

If women were to raife and employ troops , I mould not , in¬
deed , much wonder at fuch a choice ; but God grant our in¬
vincible fultan an army of veteran foldiers, though there were
not a man among them above five feet high , or a face that
would not frighten an enemy with the very looks of it !

L E T-
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LETTER XXV.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

^JpHERE is a fet of people in this country , whofe activity-
is more ufelefs than the idlenefs of a monk . They are

like thofe troublefome dreams which often agitate and perplex
us in our fleep, but leave no impreffion behind them when
we wake . I have fent thee an epitaph made for one of thefe
men of bufinefs, who ended his life and labours -not long ago.

Here lies -- who lived threefcore and ten years tn a
continual hurry . He had the honour of fitting in fix parlia¬
ments, of being chairman in twenty-five committees, and of,
making three hundred and fifty fpeeches. He attended conjlantly
twice a week at the levies of twelve different min 'iflers offate ;
and writ for and againf them one thoufand papers . He
compofed fifty new projetls for the better government of the
church and filate . He left behind him memoirs of his own life
in five volumes in folio.

Reader , if thou pouldf be moved to drop a tear for the lofs
of fo considerable a Person , it will be a singular favour to
the deceafed ; for nobody elfe concerns himfelf about it , or re¬
members that fuch a man was ever born.

U LET-
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LETTER XXVI.

Seljm to, Mirza at Ifpahan.
From Londom

T Went with my friend the other day to a great hallj where
all the courts of law were fitting together . Behold , faid he,

the temple of jujlice y the fanctuary of privilege and right,,
which our mightieft monarchs have not been able to violate

with impunity . Behold the loweft of our commons contend¬

ing here witli the higheft of our nobles, unawed by their dig¬

nity or power . See thofe venerable feges on the bench , whofe
ears are deaf to follicitation , and their hands untainted with*

corruption .. See- alfo thofe twelve men , whom we call the

jury , the great bulwark of our property and freedom . But
then caft your eyes on thofe men in black that fwarm on every
fide . Thefe are the priefts of the temple , who , like moft other-

priefts , have turned their miniftry into a trade : they have per¬

plexed , confounded , and encumbered law , In order to make
themfelves more neceflary, . and to drain the purfes of the

people .—-1 have heard , faid I, that the laws of England are

wifely framed and impartially adminiftered . The old Gothic

pile we are now in, replied my friend , will give you a juft idea
of their firuBure . The foundations of it are deep and very

lading ; it has flood many ages, and with good repairs may
irand many more ; but the architecture is loaded with a multi¬

plicity of idle and ufelefs parts : when you examine it criti¬
cally , many faults and imperfe&ions will appear ; yet upon the
whole it has a mighty awful air, and ftrikes you with reverence.
Then as to the adminiltratioii of our laws, the difference be¬

tween us and other countries is little more than this , that there

they fell juftice in the grofs , and , here we fell it by retail . In
3 Perfia
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Perfia the cadi parTes fentence for a round fum of money : in
England the judge indeed takes nothing , but the attorney , the
advocate , every officer and retainer on the court , raife treble
that fum upon the client . The condition of juflice is like that
of many women of quality : they themfelves are above being
bought , but every fervant about them muft be feed , or there is
no getting at them. The difinterefted fpirit of the lady is of
no advantage to the fuitor ; he is undone by the rapine of her
dependants.
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LETTER XXVII.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

ITOLD thee , in my laft letter , a converfation I had with
my friend upon the practice of law in this country . What

is peculiar to us, continued he, injudicial proceedings is, that
no difcretionary power is lodged either in the judge or the jury;
but they are to direct and determine altogether by the letter of
the law. In France , and other parts of Europe , the judge is
trailed with fuch a power to vary from the law, in certain
points , according to the dictates of his confcience, and the rea-
fon of the cafe : but in England , confcience , reafon, right , and
juftice are confined to the words of the law, and the eftablifhed
meaning thereof . No doubt this is productive of many hard*
(hips : particulars muft often fuffer by it ; yet , in the main , it is
a wholfome reftraint , and beneficial to liberty : for it is gene¬
rally found , that in other countries , where they are not fo ftrictly
tied down , the judge 's confcience is apt to depend too much on
the king ' s, and the rule of equity is a very uncertain meafure,
which paffion, prejudice , or intereft , can eafily change.

Thefe latter times have, indeed , a good deal departed from
the ancient methods of judicature in matters of property , by
encouraging applications to the Chancery ; which is a court of

U 2 equity.
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equity , where he, who preiides in it , judges alone, without any-
jury , and with a much greater latitude than other courts : but
whether more evil than good does not attend on this practice,
may well be queftioned . Thus much is certain , that caufes
are not Jhortened by it , though one might have expected that
adva7itage from it at lead . I have been told , faid I, that what¬
ever time they may take in pavling through that court , they
have often a further journey to make before they come to a
final decifion . It is true , replied he, they may be carried from
thence by an appeal to the houfe or lords , who judge in the lalt
refort . And if the conftitution had not lodged there a judica¬
ture fuperior to that of the chancellor, fo much of the property
of the fubjecl would entirely depend upon his opinion , that the
parliament would have reafon to put in again their claim to a
right , which they demanded in the reign of Edward III , of no¬
minating this officer themfelves.

When an appeal , faid I , is made to the lords, by what rules-
do theyjudge ? If by no other than thofe of natural equity , I
can then underftand , that every Lord , who has common fenfer
may be fuppofed to be capable of fuch a judicature : but if they
proceed by the rules of the courts below, and according to prin¬
ciples , ufages, and determinations eftablifhed there , that is a>

fcience of which few are capable ; and in that fenfe they cannot
be judges born. Two or three , at moil , of their body would,
then have competent knowledge for the performing a duty,,
which the conftitution of England expects from all . And when
fo few are to judge , their being too much divided in afTe<5lion, or
intereft , at fome junctures of time , at others their being too*
much united , might , I mould think , have very bad confe-
quences . But what if the chancellor himfelf mould ever be
the only lord in the houfe enough poflefled of that knowledge to
lead the reft ? where would be then the ufe of appealing from
his decrees ? To this my friend anfwered nothing , and I thought
that his filence wanted no explanation,

L E T~
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LETTER XXVIIL

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

AF R E N C H gentleman was boafUng the other day, in a
company where I was, of the academies founded by the

late king for the fupport and reward of arts and fciences.
You have a pleafant way,, faid he, here in England , of en¬

couraging a man of wit . When he is dead, you build him a
fine tomb , and lay him among your kings ; but while he is
alive, he is as ill received at court , as if he came with a petition
againft the miniftry . Would not the money you have laid out
upon the monuments of two or three of your poets, have been
better bellowed in giving them bread when they were li/ing,
and wanted it ? This might have been formerly the cafe, re¬
plied the Englishman , but it is not fo now . A man of true
genius is at prefent fo much favoured by the public , which is
the beft of all patrons , his works are fo greedily bought up , and
fuch regard is (hewn him every way , that he has no need to
depend upon a court for protection , or for fubliftence.

And let me add , that the honours which are paid to a de-
eeafed man of wit , have fomething in them more generous and
difmterefted , than pennons bellowed on flavifla terms, and at
the price of continual panegy ric. We have a very great poet
now alive, .,who may boaft of one glory to which no member of
the French academy can pretend ^viz . that he never flattered any
man in power ; but has beftowed immortal praifes upon thofey
whom , for fear of offending men in powery if they had lived in
France , under the fame circumftances , no poet there would
have dared to praife.

L E T-
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LETTER XXIX. .

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

HER E is a Chrijlian do&or, who , at my firft arrival
here , took the trouble to vilit me very often , with no

other view, as I could find, but merely to make a Chrijlian of
me ; in which defign he has been {ingle hitherto , fuch a zeal
being very much out of fafhion . .

But , what is mod extraordinary , I was told the other day,
that his preferment in the church had been lately flopped at the
inftance of the mufti of this city, on a fuppofition of his being
turned Mahometan , and that all the proof brought againft him
was the commerce he formerly had with me,

When I heard this , I waited on the mufti , and offered to
teftify that the do&or was a Chriftian , as far as I could judge
by all I faw of him , during the time of our acquaintance : but
lie refufed to admit my teftimony in this cafe, becaufe, as he
faid, I was myfelf a mifbeliever, and infilled on the doctor 's
fuppofed apoflacy, as an undoubted facl:, which fhocked him be¬
yond meafure.

If he is a mufulman , faid I , he muft be circumcifed. There
is a vifible mark of orthodoxy in our religion ; but I fhould be
glad to know what is the vifible mark of yours . If it be meeknefs,
or charity , or jujlice , or temperance , ox piety , all thefe are moffc
confpicuous in the doSlor: but I find that none of thefe can
prove him to be a Chrifian . - What therefore is the cha-
raBeriJlic of his accufers f and how do they prove themfelves
to be Chriflians *?

* It is fuppofed this letter alludes to the objections made to the promotion of the late
;doftor Rundleu

LET-
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LETTER XXX.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London;

'"'JpH E principles and practice of toleration : prevail very
ftrongly in this country : I myfelf have felt the effe&s of

it very much to my advantage . The better fort of people are
no more offended at the difference of my faith from theirs,
than at the difference of my drefs. The mob, indeed , feem
furprized at me for both , and cannot comprehend how it is
poffible to make mch miftakes , but they rather contemn than
hate me for them : and I have yet been affronted by nobody
but a drunken prieft , who denounced damnation againft me,
for refufing to pledge him , To the pro/perky of the church of
England , in a liquor forbidden by our law.

This has not always been the temper of the Englifh . They
have formerly waged war againft Mahometans , only becaufe
they were lb ; they have kindled fires againft heretics , though
what was herefy in one age has been orthodoxy in another :;
nay , they have involved their country in all the miferies of
civil difcord upon points of no greater moment , than whether
a table ought to be placed .in the middle of the church , or at*
one end of it.

I muft own to thee, , Mirza , there is nothing I abhor fo
much as: perfecution : it feems to me no lefs ridiculous in its
principles , than dreadful in its effects. One would think , that
the great diverfity of opinions among mankind fhould incline,
men a little to fufpeel: that their own may poflibly be wrong,
afpecially in difputes not very effential ; but to purfue all others
with rage and violence , inftead of pity or perfuafion , is fuch a
ftrain of pride and folly as can fcarce be accounted for from

enthu-
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crithufiafni 'itfelf . I have read in a Spanifti author of a certain
madman who rambled about Spain with fword and lance , and
vvhomfoever he met with in his way, he required to acknow¬
ledge and believe, that his miftrefs Dulcinea del Tobofo was
the handfomeft woman in the world , it was in vain for the
other to reply , that he had no knowledge at all of Dulcinea,
or had a particular fancy to another woman ; the madman made
no allowances for ignorance or prejudice , but inftantly knocked
him down , and never left beating him till , he promifed to
maintain the perfections of the fa.id lady above all her rivals.
Such has been the conduct of many prieds and prieft -rid
princes in propagating their fpiritual inclinations : each had his
feveral Dulcinea , and refolved that every body fhould admire
her as much as himfelf ; but as this was not eafily brought
about , the controverfy was determined by force of arms . Nay,
though it happened that all admired the fame, they would even
quarrel about the fafhion of her cloaths : and moft bloody
battles have been fought to decide which colour became her
beft . Alas ! Mirza , how abfurd is all this ! the beauty of
true religion is fufficiently fliewn by its proper lufbe ; it needs
no knight -errant to combat for it ; nor is any thing fo con¬
trary to the nature of affection as conllraint . Whoever is com¬
pelled to profefs a faith without conviction , though it was but
indifferent to him before, muft grow to think it odious : as
men , who are forced to marry where they do not approve,
fbon change diflike into averfion .—I will end this fubject with
putting thee in mind of a ceremony which is celebrated once a
year by the common people of Perfia , in honour of our prophet
Ali . There are two bulls brought forth before the crow;d, the
ftrongeft of which is called Ali , and the weaker Omar . They
are made to fight , and as Ali is very fure to get the better,
the fpectators go away highly fatisfied with this happy decifion
of the difpute between us and the heretical Turks,

Juft
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Juft in this light I regard all religious wars. Whether the
combatants are two bulls or two biftiops, the cafe is exactly the
fame, and the determination juft as abfurd.

%£ £ X$ £ $ X$ *

LETTER XXXI.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

' "pHERE is nothing more aftoniming to a Mufulman than
many particulars relating to the ftate of matrimony , as it

is managed in Europe : our practice of it is fo totally different,
that we can hardly think it poffible for men to do or furTer fuch
things as happen here every day.

The following ftory , which was given me for a true one,
will fet this in a very full light : I wim thou mayeft find it as
entertaining , as I am fure thou wilt find it new.—

In the reign of Charles the firft , king of England , lived two
gentlemen , whofe true names I will conceal under the feigned
ones of Acafto and Septimius . They were neighbours , their
eftates lay together , and they had a friendfhip for each other,
which had grown up from their earlier! youth.

Acafto had an only fon, whom we will call Polydore , and
Septimius an only daughter , named Emilia . Though the boy
was but fourteen years old , and the girl but twelve, the parents
were fo deftrous of contracting an alliance between their fa¬
milies , and of uniting the two bordering eftates, that they
married them before either was of age to confummate the mar¬
riage, or even to underftand the nature of their contract . As
foon as the ceremony was performed , they fent the young gen¬
tleman abroad , to finilh his education.

X After
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After four years which he had fpent in France and Italy , he

was recalled by the news of his father ' s death , which made

it neceffary for him to return to England.
Emilia , who was now about fixteen , began to think he had

been abfent long enough , and received him with a great deal
of fatisfaction . She had heard a fine character of him , from

thofe who knew him in his travels : and when (he faw him,

his perfon was fo improved that fhe thought herfelf the happieft

of women in being his wife.
But his fentiments for her were very different.
There was in his temper a fpirit of contradiction , which

could not bear to have a wife impofed upon him .— He com¬

plained , that his father had taken advantage of his tender age,

to draw him into an engagement , in which his judgement could

poilibly have no part . He confeffed that he had no objections
to the perfon or chara&er of Emilia ; but infilled on a liberty
of choice , and declared , that he looked upon his marriage to

be forced and null . In ihort , he abfolutely refufed to confum-

mate , in fpite of all the endeavours of their friends, and the

conjugal affection of the poor young lady , who did her utrnoft

to vanquifh his averfion.—-When fhe found that all her kind1-

nefs was thrown away, the natural pride of ' her fex made her

defire to be feparated from him , and fhe joined with him in a

petition for a divorce. The firft parliament of the year forty

was then fitting : the affair was brought before them , and it

was believed, that a divorce would have eafily been obtained at

their mutual demand . But the bifhops oppofed it with great

violence , as a breach of the law of God , which they faid

would admit of no divorce , but in cafes of adultery . They

were anfvvered, that the marriage was not ccmpleat ; and that

the ceremonious part , which was ail that had paft between

them , might as properly be difpenfed with by the legiflature,
as any other form of law." That the young gentleman ' s averfion

was invincible^ and inconfiftent with the obligation laid upon
2 him



LETTER XXXI.
him : that therefore it would not well become the fathers of
the church , to put him under a manifeft temptation of com¬
mitting adultery : and that nothing could be imagined more
unjuft , than to condemn the lady to perpetual virginity , under
the notion of a marriage , which , it was plain, was a mere il-
lufion .—Thefe arguments feemed convincing to all the world,
except the bifhops ; but they pei-fifted in their ufual unanimity,
and were fo powerful by the favour of the court , that they
carried their point in the houfe of lords : and the unfortunate
Polydore and Emilia were declared to be one flejh, though no
union had ever been between them , either in body or in mind .—
The hufoand immediately paid back his wife's portion to her
father ; and firmly reiolved , that from that time forwards he
would never fee her more . His natural obftinacy was irritated
by the conftramt that was put upon him , and he took a pride
to fhew the world , that there was no power , ecclefiaftical or
civil, which could oblige him to a£r. like a married man againft
his inclination . The poor lady retired to a feat of her father 's
in the country , and endeavoured , by long abfence from her
huiband , to forget that he had ever pleafed or offended her .—
Two years afterwards the civil war broke out between the
king and parliament . Polydore was fo enraged againft the bi¬
fhops for obftructing his divorce, that it determined him in the
choofing of his party , and made him take up arms againft the
king . Septimius , the father of Emilia , was as zealous a royalift,
to which his hatred of Polydore contributed as much as any
thing ; for it was hardly poftible that two fuch bitter enemies
mould be of the fame fide. In the courfe of the war, the
king being worfted , the efrates of many of his party were
confifcated ; and Septimius having been one of the moft a£tive,
was alio one of thofe that fufFered moft . He was compelled
to retire into France with what he could fave out of the wreck
of his eftate ; and carried with him his daughter , who was quite
abandoned by her hufband and his family.

X 2 Tn
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In the mean while , the army of the parliament began to
form itfelf into different factions . Cromwell , at the head of

the Independents , acquired by degrees fuch an influence , that
the Prefbyterians were no longer a match for him : Polydore,
who was devoted to that feci, threw up his commiffion in dif-
content ; and happily for his reputation had no lhare in thofe
violent proceedings , which ended in the deftru &ion of the king,
and the ancient conftitution.

He continued quite unactive for fome years ; but at lafr.
- growing weary of a life that agreed fo ill with his vivacity , he

determined to go and ferve in the Low Countries under the
great prince of Condc , who , in the year 1654 , commanded
the armies of Spain agaiilft his country .—Two reafons inclined
Polydore to this party ; ruff , the deiire he had to learn his
trade under a general of fo great reputation : and , fecondly,
becaufe Cromwell had refufed to enter into an alliance with that

prince , though moft agreeable to the intereffs of England .—
He found his highnefs employed in belieging Arras , and was
received by him with high marks of efteem. During the liege
he often fignalized his courage , and fupported the opinion that
was fpread all over Europe of the valour of the parliament-
officers : but the marfhal Turenne , with La Ferte and Hos-

quincourt , having attacked the befiegers in their lines, re¬
lieved Arras , and would have deftroyed the Spanifh army , if
the prince of Conde had not laved it by a retreat * which was
one of the greateir. actions of his life. In this battle Polydore
was taken prifoner , and fent to Paris with many other Spanifh
officers, to continue there till they mould be ranfomed or ex¬
changed . In the journey he contracted a great intimacy with?
the count d'Aguilar , brigadier under the count de Fuenfal-
dagna , and one of the firft gentlemen in Spain. As they tra¬
velled together feveral days, they very naturally acquainted
one another with the principal incidents of their lives. Poly¬
dore related to Aguilar the whole ftory of his marriage with

Emilia,
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Emilia , and declaimed with great heat againft the folly of
tying two people thus together , who wifhed nothing fo much
as to be loofe.

No doubt , faid the count , it is moll abfurd ; but , to fay
the truth , I find nothing very reafonable in the whole affair of
marriage as we have made it . I do not know what it may be
to other men , but to me it feems horribly unnatural to be con¬
fined to any fingle woman , let her be ever fo agreeable.

If I had chojen a woman freely ,̂ anfvvered Polydore , I could
be always conftant to her with pleafure ; but to have a compa¬
nion for life forced upon me, i had rather row in the gallies
than fubmit to it.

You are miftaken r my dear Polydore , replied the count , in
lancying it fo eafy to be conftant even to a wife of one's
own chufing . I have had fome experience of that kind,,
and know that the firft. choice is only good till we have
made a fecond.

To prove this to you, I need only give you the hiftory of
my amours - —That you may not think I am telling you a
romance , I will begin where romances always end , with the
article of my marriage .. I was married at four and twenty to»
a lady , whom I chole for her beauty and good fenfe, without
troubling myfelf about her fortune , which was but fmall; The
three or four firft years that we lived together was the happiehV
period of my life : I prelerved all the ardour of a lover with
the freedom and tendernefs of a hufband . She loved me frill
more fondly than I did her ; and if I had not left her till fhe
gave me occafion , I believe I mould have been conftant to this
day . —But I was not able to hold out any longer . All her
charms were become fo familiar to me, that they could not
make the leaft impreffion : and I went regularly to her bed as
I did to fnpper , with an appetite quite palled by too much
plenty . In this dull way 1 drudged on for a tedious twelve¬
month , till the fight of a relation of my wife's,,who came oppor¬

tunely
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tunely to lodge in my own houfe , rouzed me out of my lethargy.
She was a beautiful creature of eighteen , juft taken out of a
convent to be married . She knew nothing of the world , but
had a natural quicknefs that went further than experience.
However , as there was fomething a little aukward in her ex¬
terior carriage , the countefs d 'Aguilar thought it proper to
keep her with her for fome time before her marriage , till £he
had infhucted her how to behave herfelf in public , i thought
my inif.ru6t.ions might be of ufe to her as well as my wife's,
•to teach her how to behave herfelf in private ^ and had the
good fortune to make them more agreeable.

She liked me better and better every leflbn, and in propor¬
tion , as her paflion increafed for me, fhe conceived a ftronger
averfion for the man who was defigned to be her hufband :
and indeed (he had no great reafon to be fond of him , for he
was a peevifh , ftupid , bigotted old fellow, who did nothing
day or night but pray and fcold. Her friends preffed the con¬
clusion of her marriage ; and , as unwilling as (he was to come
into it , fhe could not refift their importunities . Yet to comfort
xne, fhe very fairly let me know , that fhe would give her vir¬
ginity to me in fpite of all their teeth ; and moreover , that I
fhould have it on the wedding night . I reprefented to her the
improbability of her performing fuch a promife at fuch a time ;
but fhe bid me truft to her management , and I mould be
fatisfied.

The wedding night came ; and when the company was re¬
tired , the bridegroom was furprized to fee the bride diflblved
in tears . He begged to know the caufe of her affliction ; but
fhe would not tell him , except he fwore, that , when he knew
it , he would do his utmoff: to remove it.

The poor man , in the vehemence of his love, affured her
that he would do any thing to make her eafy, that was not
contrary to the honour of a cavalier ^ or the injuntlions of our
holy mother church*

No,
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No , faid fhe, the thing I require of you will recommend

you extremely to the church, as it is only to give me leave to
accomplifh a vow I made to the Bleffed Virgin , in a fit of
ficknefs when my life was in great danger.

Heaven forbid , my pretty child , replied the don, that I
mould hinder you from performing a facred vow, to the hazard
of your foul.

Well then , faid me, I will own to you , that in my fright I
vowed, that if I could but get well again, and live to be mar¬
ried , I would confecrate my wedding night to the Blefled1
Virgin , by palling it in the bed of my waiting woman , the
virtuous Ifabella. And this very morning while I flept , our
Lady appeared to me in a dream, and threatened me with ano¬
ther fit of ficknefs if I did not keep my word.

If it be fo, replied the hufband , there is no doubt but the.
Virgin rnuft beferved before me \ and fo, my dear, I wifh you.
a good night.

Now you muft know that the virtuous Ifabella was trufted
with all the fecrets of her miftrefs, and had gone between us
through the whole courfe of our amour.

Accordingly madam went to bed to her waiting woman,,
who had taken care to inform me of this defign , and concealed;
me in a cl'ofet within her chamber ; from whence, as foon as
every body was aileep , I was admitted to the place of Ifabella,.
and received the full acquittance of a promife I little expected
to fee performed .—

The {Singularity of this adventure fo delighted me , that I
could not help , in the vanity of my heart , difcovering it to
the duke de ITnfantada , the more intimate of my friends.,.
He was very thankful for the confidence I repofed in him , and
to reward me for it, betrayed it inftantly to my wife, whom,
it feems, he had lono; made love to without fuccefs. As he7 &
thought that the greater! obftacle to his defires was her fond-
nefs for me, he hoped to remove it by convincing her of my

falfenefs j,
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falfenefs ; but though the news of it had like to have broke
her heart , it was not able to change it.

She reproached me in a manner that made my fault appear

much more inexcufabie . I might complain , faid me, of the affront

you have done my honour in debauching my relation ; but,

alas ! I am only fenfible to the injury you have done my love.

You are grown weary of me, and I know it is impoffible to

regain your heart , fmce the fingle reafon of your diflike muft
(till continue , which is, That I am your wife. If any part of

my behaviour had offended you , I might have changed it to

your fatisfaction ; but this is a fault , which , in fpite of all my

care , will grow worfe every day .— I endeavoured to pacify

her by affurances of my future fidelity ; and really I was fo

affected by her behaviour , that I ferioufly meant to keep my

word .— But our inclinations are very little in our power : my

refolution foon yielded to the charms of the counters Altamira,
one of the handfomefl women about the court , but the vaineft,

the moft interested , and the moft abandoned . She made it a

point of honour to feduce me, out of a deiire to mortify my

wife, with whom fhe had quarrelled upon fome female compe¬

tition of precedency or drefs.
Her avarice was equal to her pride , and me made me pay

dearly for her favours, though her hufband was one of the

richer!, men in Spain. I hardly ever went to her without a pre-

fent of fome kind or other , and my fortune began to fuffer by

my expence : yet I was fo bewitched to her , that though I

heartily defpifed her , I could not help loving her to madnefs.
One dav , when I came to fee her after an abfence that had

j 7

raifed my defires to the higheft pitch , fhe received me with a

fullennefs and ill-humour that tortured me beyond exprefiion.
I conjured her to acquaint me with the caufe of it , and me
told me, 1 That the laft time ifre was at court , fire had feen

* the countefs d'Aguilar with a diamond necklace on , which I

* had given her the day before : that my making fuch pre-
' fents
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« fents to another woman , in the midft of our intrigue , was. an'
* infult (he was determined not to bear ; and that iince I was
* grown fo fond a hulband , fhe could not but make a coii-
1 fcience of difturbing our conjugal felicity .'

I offered her any fatisfa&ion fhe would afk : and the mali¬
cious devil had the impudence to tell me, that nothing could
fa.tisfy her , but my taking away that necklace from my wife,
and giving it her .— I entreated her to accept of another of
twice its value ; but Die replied , that her honour was con¬
cerned , arid, in fhort , fhe would have that , and that alone .—
Overcome with her importunities , I went home , and flole it
for her ; but made her promife me folemnly to be very cautious
that my wife mould never fee it in her poffeffion.

About three days after , word was brought me, that the
countefs d'Aguilar had fainted away in the anti -chamber of the
queen , and was gone home in great diforder to her mother ' s
the countefs of Pacheco.

I went immediately thither in fuch a fright , as convinced me
I loved her better than I thought I did : but imagine my con-
fufion , when Hie informed me, that fhe had fainted at the
fight of her own diamonds on the neck of the countefs Alta-
mira . She added , that it was no myftery to her, nor to any¬
body elfe, how that lady came by them ; and that , to fave
herfelf the mortification of any more fuch public affronts, fhe
would no longer live with me as my wife, but leave me atO v . ... 1'

full liberty to pleafe myfelf, as my licentious inclination mould
direcl.

I ufed my utmofl: eloquence to prevail on her to come home
to me again ; but fhe remained inflexible , and faid no more to
all my proteftations , but , that if her paft conduct had not
been able to fix my heart , me defpaired of doing it for the
future.

After living without her half a year , T was ordered to my
regiment in Flanders , and was very glad of an occafion to leave

Y Madrid,
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Madrid , where the regret of her feparation was fuch a pain
to me, that it entirely funk my fpirits . Since my arrival in
the army , I have writ to her three or four letters , but me dif-
dained to make me any anfwer ; and I have reafon to believe,
that her high fpirit has , by this time , got the better of her
love.

For my part , I endeavour to amufe myfelf the beft I can
with other women ; and I delire , my dear Polydore , that we
may be always reciprocal confidants of every intrigue that we
engage in during our flay in France .—

Polydore thanked him , and affured him , that on his part he
mould meet with no referve. When they came to Paris , his
firft care was to enquire what was become of Septimius and-

• Emilia , whom he had heard no account of for many years.
He was informed , that Septimius was dead , and his daughter
gone from Paris . His curioiity made him write to his friends
in England , to afk if me was there . They anfwered him , that
everybody believed fhe was dead in France , having received no
news of her a great while . Polydore was mightily pleafed
with this account , and fancied himfelf very happy in being a
widower , though he had given himfelf no trouble to fupport
the character of a humand ____ The two friends had not refided

long at Paris , before they were exchanged for fome French
officers who were taken prifoners by the prince of Conde.
They returned to the army ; but the feafon not permitting them
to come to any a&ion, they agreed to pafs the winter at Bruffels,
in the court of the archduke . They had not been there above
a month , before Aguilar acquainted his Engliih friend , that he
had begun an intrigue with a French lady , who lived in a very
retired manner , which he believed was owing to her circum-
ftances : that he had feen her two or three times , by means of
a woman at whofe houfe fhe lodged , whofe good offices he had
fecured by a handfome bribe . He added , that he would carry
Polydore to fee her the next vifit that he made . Accordingly

4 they ■
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they went together to Mademoifelle Daiincouit (for that was
the name of Aguilar 's new miftrefs). At their coming in, Da-
lincourt feemed much furprized , changed colour, and was not
able to fpeak a word. The count , alarmed at her diforder,
fufpected fome lover had been with her , and told her, with an
air of difcontent , that he was forry he came at fo wrong a time.
She endeavoured to make off her confufion , and replied , that
he was always very welcome : , but that the . gentleman he
brought with him had fo much refemblance of a brother of
her 's who was killed in Flanders , that , at firft fight , Ihe could
not help being {truck with it in the manner they had feen : fhe
added , that if the gentleman was as like her brother in mind,
as he was in form , fhe mould be mightily pleafed with his ac¬
quaintance . She fpoke this with fuch an air of fincerity,
that the count began to think his jealoufy was without foun¬
dation.

After fome general difcourfe, fhe applied to Polydore , and
afked him how long he had been engaged in the Spanim fer-
vice ? with many other more particular enquiries , which feemed
to intimate a delire to know him better . Polydore was very
glad of it , in hopes to ferve his friend : and the count , who
had no fufpicions on that fide, did his utmoft to engage
them in a friendmip which he imagined would turn to his
advantage.

At night , when the two gentlemen were at home together,
Aguilar ahked his companion , what he thought of Dalincourt ' s
perfon and underitanding ? Better of the laft than the firft,
anfwered he, though both are certainly agreeable . I cannot
help thinking , continued he, that her perfon is not quite new
to me ; but I cannot recoiled where I met with her, except it
was at Paris, when I was there a boy.—You will do well to
improve your acquaintance now , replied the count ; and , to
give you an opportunity of doing it, I will fend you there to¬
morrow to make my excufes for being obliged to hunt with

Y % the
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the archduke , inftead of waiting upon her as I intended . I
know , my dear Polydore will employ all his wit and elo¬
quence to fet his friend ' s paflion in the beft light ; and while
he is with her , I mail have lefs uneafinefs in being away.
Polydore promifed him all the fervices he could do him , but
he wifhed he had got a miftrefs too, to make the party
even. - cjkfttd piib

The next day he went to her , and faid a great deal in
praife of Aguilar , to difcover what fhe thought of him . She
anfvvered him with terms of a cold efteem, but nothing that
gave him the leaft encouragement to believe fhe was in love.
He then endeavoured to perfuade her of the violence of the
count 's paflion for her ; but fhe afllired him , that this was the
only fubject fhe did not care to hear him talk of.— He returned
to his friend quite difcouraged at her manner of proceeding,
and told him there was nothing to be hoped for. The count
{hewed him a letter he had juft received from his confidant,
the lady of the houfe ; which advifed him not to think of
gaining Dalincourt by a timorous refpect ; but to offer her at
once a handfqme fettlement , which the ftreightnefs of her for¬
tune would make her liften to much more kindly than fhe dial
to his fine fpeeches.

This indeed may do fomething , faicl Polydore ; for I found
by her difcourfe, that fhe had been reduced , by a feries of mif-
fortunes , to a condition very much beneath her birth .— In
conclufion , they agreed to make a trial whether fhe was to be
bought or not ; and Polydore was made the bearer of a letter
which contained a very liberal propofal . She read it , looked
at Polydore fome time without faying a word, and at laff. burft
out into a flood of tears.

I thought, , laid fhe, recovering her voice, that it had not
been in the power of my ill deftiny to make me more unhappy:
but I now find, that my misfortunes have funk me lower than
ever I was aware of , fince two gentlemen , v/hofe efteem I

5 wifhed



LETTER XXXI.

wifhed to gain , think fo meanly of me, as to imagine me -a
proper perfon to receive juch a letter . But know , Sir, that I
am as much a ftranger to infamy , as I am to happinefs ; and
have a fpirit fuperior to all the wrongs that your iniblent fex
can put upon me. Had not you difgraced yourfelf by the
fcandalous employment of endeavouring to feduce me with a
dirty bribe, I mould have been happy in feeing you often here;
but rauft now deiire you to trouble me no more , and to tell
your friend , as my anfwer to his letter , that I would fooner
give myfelf to a footman , than fell myfelf to a prince .—

Polydore was infinitely ftruck with this reception . Every
word fhe uttered pierced him to the heart ; and he looked
upon her as a miracle of virtue , fuch as he never had any no¬
tion of before.— He returned to the count in great coniufion^
and acquainted him with the , ill fuccefs of his commiihon .-
Aguilar , more in love with her than ever, writ a moi ful>-
mimve letter to beg her pardon ; but me inftantly fent it back
unopened . When he found all his courtfhip was ineffectual,
he left Bruffels in defpair , and retired to a villa of one of his.
friends , where he refolved to itay till the opening of the cam¬
paign . In the mean while Polydore , who continued (fill at
Bruffels, was in a fituation little eafier than his friend . Mader
moifelle Dalincourt took up all his thoughts : he repeated to
himfelf a thoufand times the kft words he heard her fpeak,.
and admired the fpirit that appeared in them to a degree of
adoration.

Not being able to bear her abfence any longer , he fent tcr
beg that he might fee her once again , upon a bufinefs wholly
relating to himfelf . She admitted him , and began, the con-
verfation , by ftrictly forbidding him to name the count in any
thing he had to fay to her .— I have no inclination to name
him , replied he ; for I would willingly forget that I ever
knew him . I am fenfible that I wrong him , in declaring to
you , that I love you more than life : yet , as his pafiion is
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quite deftitute of hope , why fhould not I follicit you for a
heart to which he has no pretenfions ? but , be my conduct
right or not in regard to him j to you, madam , it fhali ever
be moft honourable . I come to offer you my whole fortune
upon fuch terms as your virtue need not blufh at . T am a
widower , and free to marry whom I pleafe : my eftate is iuf-
ficient for us both , and I am happy to think it in my power,
to raife you to that rank which you were born to. This,

.madam , is the only reparation by which I can atone for the
affront I did your character ; and , if you refufe to accept of it,
my defpair will be equal to my love.

The lady anfwered him with blufhes , that {he was highly
fenfible of the fentiments he expreffed for her ; that fhe liked
his perfon , and admired his understanding ; but that , to her
misfortune , fhe was married already , and therefore could fay
nothing to his propofal .— Good heaven, cried Polydore , you
are married 1 and who then is your hufband ? The moft un¬
worthy of mankind , anfwered fhe : one, who has abandoned
me to the malice of my fortune , and does not know at this
time what is become of me, nor trouble himfelf about it .—
He is, indeed , unworthy , replied the lover, who is poffefled
of fuch a treafure , and can neglect it . But , madam , employ
me in your revenge : command my fword to pierce the
rnonfter ' s heart , and tear it from his bofom.— No , faid me,
your fafety is more dear to me than the defire of revenge . All
I afk of you is, to fwear that you will never be like that huf.

;band ; but continue to love me equally when you know me
better : upon this condition , I will grant you all the favours
which my duty will allow ; and , perhaps , your future con-
dud may prevail upon me to throw off all reftraint.

The happy Polydore fwore every thing fhe defired , and fhe
permitted him to fee her when he pleafed ; but , being in-

*formed by him of the treachery of her friend at whofe houfe
fhe
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fhe lodged , they agreed to make their appointments at another
place.

They continued this commerce for fome time without any
interruption , till the count d 'Aguilar had notice of it from his
confidant , who perceived it in fpite of all their caution.

Never was rage equal to his at this difcovery. He writ to
Polydore , reproaching him with his breach of friendfhip in the
bittereft terms , and required him to meet him with his fword
behind the walls of a nunnery that was fituated about two
leagues out of Bruffels. Polydore accepted of the challenge,
and met him at the place appointed : he attempted to juftify
himfelf, but the count had not the patience to hear him out.
They fought with great fury a good while , till the fortune of
Polydore prevailed , and the count fainted away with the lofs
of blood from two or three wounds which he had received.
The other feeing him fall thought him dead, and made off
with the utmoft precipitation . Juft at that inftant came by a
coach and fix, which was driving towards the nunnery : a lady
who was in it , feeing a gentleman lye weltering in his blood,
flopped her coach , and went to try if (he could affift him . At
the light of the face £he fetched a fcream , and fell upon the
body in a fwoon . Her fervants , concluding it to be fome
one {he was much concerned for, carried them both into the
nunnery , where the lady foon came to herfelf, and the count
alfo began to fhew figns of life, his fpirits being agitated by
the motion , fie was immediately put to bed , and a furgeon-
fent for, who declared his wounds to be dangerous , but not.
mortal . While they continued uncertain of his cure , the lady
who brought him into the nunnery waited conftantly , day and
night , at his bedfide, and nurfed him with a care that would
not yield to a moment of repofe.. As her face was always
covered with a veil, he took her to be one of the nuns , and
was aftoniihed at a charity fo officious. When he grew better,
his cnrioiity encreafed, and he ardently preffed her to let him

know
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"know to whom he owed fuch great obligations . Are you a
nun , madam ? faid he : I hope you are not ; for it would affli£t
me infinitely , if I was never to fee you more , after leaving a
houfe where you have done me fo many favours.— The lady for
whom you fought , anfwered (he , will make you foon forget the
lofs of me ; and though I am not a nun , you will never fee me
out of the limits of thefe walls.

How , madam ! faid he, was you not out of them , when you
found me on the ground , and faved my life ?

Yes, replied file ; I was returning from a vifit to a convent in
the town : but I will take care not to ftir from hence while you
are at Bruffels, becaufe you are the man in the world I would
avoid.

This fpeech fo furprized him , that for fome time he was not
able to make her any anfwer . At laft he told her , that her
actions and her words entirely difagreed, and that he could not
think himfelf fo hateful to her as fhe faid, when he reflected
how kindly fhe had ufed him.

Thefe riddles mall be cleared to you , anfwered me, when
you are perfectly recovered : till then content yourfelf with
knowing that I cannot hate you , but am as much determined
to avoid you , as if I could.

Thus ended a converfation which left the count in a per¬
plexity not to be defcribed.

He faw her no more for a few days ; but when (he heard
that his ftrength was quite returned , fhe came to him one
morning , and fpoke thus:

* If you will know who fhe is that was fo afflicted when your
6 life was in danger ; that nurfed you fo carefully in your ill-
* nefs ; and is refolved to quit you for ever when you are well;
1 think of your former gallantries at Madrid , of your prefent
* pailion for a miftrefs that defpifes you , and your ingratitude
e to a wife that always loved you ; think of all this , and you
( will not wonder any longer at my aclionsor my words .— Yes,,

<Aguilar,
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( Aguilar , I am that wife, whofe fate it is to be acquainted with
6 all your infidelities , and to imart for all your follies.'

As ihe laid this , (he lifted up her veil, and {hewed the afta-
nifhed count a well-known face, which he little expected to
have feen in Flanders . All the paffions that can agitate the
heart of man , fhame , remorfe , love, gratitude , invaded his in
that moment . He threw himfelf at her feet, and with many
tears implored her to forgive him.

She raifed him, and allured him of her pardon , nay , more,
of her affection : 4 But my perfon, ' faid (he , ' I am determined
* fhall be ever feparated from you . I have had too many
i proofs of your inconftancy , to hope that any obligations can
* engage you : you will never be faithful to me alone, anH I
* dildain to mare you with another . It is happinefs enough for
4 me that I have been the inftrument of preferring your life,
e though you rifqued it for the fake of another woman ; and
* all the return I alk of you is, to think of me fometimes with
* kindnefs , but never to attempt to fee me more.'

Aguilar was on the rack to hear her talk in fo refolute a
ftile ; but he flattered himfelf it was owing to her jealoufy of
mademoifelle Dalincourt . Being impatient to make her cafy
on that head , he difpatched one of his fervants with a letter to
acquaint that lady with his recovery . Fie begged her earneftly
to come to him at the nunnery , and if poffible to bring her
lover along with her . Polydore had abfeonded a few days, till
he heard that the count was out of danger , after which he con¬
tinued very publickly his addreffes to Dalincourt.

While the meffenger was bringing them to the nunnery,
Aguilar demanded of his wife, by what accident fhe came into
Flanders ?

You know , faid fhe, that after my difcovery of your amour
with the countefs Altamira , I retired to my mother 's houfe, and
remained there till your departure for the army.

Z Soon



17o PERSIAN LETTERS.
Soon afterwards , I had the misfortune to lofe my mother ;

and what particularly aggravated my grief, was the knowledge
that her concern at your ill ufage of me had haftened her death.

Thefe afflictions made Madrid fo uneafy to me, that I could
not bear to flay in it any longer . Luckily about that time I
received a letter from my coufin donna Eugenia de Montalegre,
a religious of this houfe, to inform me of her being elected ab-
befs. It inftantly occurred to me, that no place could be more
proper for my retreat , than a monaftery of which Hie was the
head : fo, as foon as I could fettle my affairs, I left Spain, and
put myfelf into a penlion under the government of donna Eu¬
genia ; in which manner I have lived ever fince.

She had fcarce finifhed this account , when they were inter¬
rupted by the arrival of Polydore and Dalincourt . Madam
d'Aguilar changed colour at the fight of her 3 but her hufband,
embracing Polydore , allured him , that he no longer looked
upon him as a rival, but was glad to refign his miftrefs to a
friend who fo well deferved her . Then he related to him the
manner in which his wife had tended and preferved him , and
expreffed fo much gratitude , fo much love, that if any thing
could have lhaken her refolution , this would certainly have done
it . Mademoifelle Dalincourt feemed much affefted at this rela¬
tion , and told the countefs , me was infinitely concerned that fhe
had been the innocent caufe of her hufband 's danger ; but that
me hoped this accident would be a means of making them
happy for the future , and put an end to his infidelities and her
refentment.

My happinefs too, added fhe, is now at flake ; and I have
need of your friendfhip to fupport me in a difcovery which I
tremble to begin, but which , in juftice to my honour , I am
obliged to delay no longer.

At thefe words fhe kneeled down , and taking hold of Poly-
dore 's hand : ' Behold / faid fhe, * my dear hufband , in that

<Dalin-
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« Daiincourt , whom you have fworn to love eternally , behold
* your wife Emilia , that Emilia , whom you left a bride and a
* virgin at fixteen ; whom you imagined dead, and who will
* not live a moment , if you refufe to acknowledge and receive
' her .—•

1 You cannot now complain that I am a wife impofed upon
*you ; you chofe me freely out of pure inclination ; our parents
4 had nothing to do in it ; love only engaged us, and from love
<alone I defire to poffefs you . This is my claim ; and if you
e are willing to allow it, I am ble{fed to the height of all my
* wifhes .'

Polydore gazed on her with a filent admiration . He exa¬
mined every feature over and over, then throwing his arms round
her neck , and almoft Aiding her with kifles : ' Are you really
* Emiiia (cried he), and have I confirmed my former marriage
* by a new choice, by a choicewhich I never will depart from,
c and which makes me the happieft of men ? O my angel, what
' wonders do you tell me ! how is it pollible that I find you
' here at Bruffels , when I thought you in your grave ? Explain
6 all this to me, and let me know how much I wronged you
* formerly , that I may try to repair it all by my future
* conduct'

Count Aguilar and his lady joining with him in a defire to
know her hillory , me related it as follows.

The History of POLYDORE and EMILIA.

YO U may remember , Polydore , that as foon as we were
parted , I went to live in the country with my father , be¬

ing afhamed to appear in public after the affront your capricious
averfion had put upon me.

My pride was deeply wounded ; but , with fhame I own it,
my love was the panron that fufFered moft . I was bred up to
confider you as my hufband j I had learned to love you from a

Z 2 child,
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child , and your per foil was fo wonderfully agreeable , that I
could not look upon you with indifference : nay , fuch was my
partiality in your favour , that I could not help admiring ,you for
your fpirit in afferting the freedom of your choice , and juftiiied
you in my heart for a proceeding which openly I was obliged
to difapprove . In this wretched flare of mind I remained fome
years , till the unfortunate event of the civil war deprived my
father of his eflate, and drove him out to feek refuge in a foreign
country . We fettled at Paris, where , with three or four thoufand
pounds , which we found means to carry off, part in money , and
the reft of it in jewels , we maintained ourfelves well enough
in a private way , which pleafed my melancholy better than any
other . In this retreat , where we law no company , but two or
three French women that lodged in the houfe with us, I amuled
myfelf with learning the French tongue , which I had fome
knowledge of before I came to France ; and by fpeaking no¬
thing elfe for three or four years, I became fo very perfect in it,
that it was difficult to difcover by my accent that I was not
born at Paris . I mention this , becaufe it has iince been of ufe
to me, in making me pais more eafily upon you for the French
woman I perfonated .— The third year of our residence at Paris,
my father became acquainted with a widow-lady , the true
madam Dalincourt , whole name has lince made me full amends
for many injuries I have to charge her with in the fequel of
my ftory . This woman was a native of Brabant , but married
a French gentleman , who dying young left her in very narrow
circum (lances . She had a lifter much younger than herfelf,
bu t not fo hand feme, who lived with her at Paris.

My father was at that time near threefcore , and the widow
turned of forty ; yet her charms were Hill powerful enough to
engage him in a paffion for her , which nothing but dotage
could excufe. It went fo far that fhe drew him in to marry her,
and to fettle upon her three thoufand pounds , leaving me no
more than the worth of my own jewels , which fcarce amounted

5. ta
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to a thoufand . But her avarice was not fatisfied with all this ..
There was a French nobleman who had long courted me for a
miftrefs , and not finding me fo complying as he wifhed , thought
the beft. way was to buy me of my mother -in-law, whom he
knew to be capable of fuch a bargain , He offered her a pre-
fent of two thoufand crowns to introduce him by night to my
apartment . The wicked creature accepted of his bribe, and
taking her opportunity when my father was gone into the
country , brought him late one night into my chamber , where
fhe imagined he would find me fail afleep. But it happened
that I and mademoifelle Du Frefne , the lifter of Dalincourt,,
had been engaged in reading a romance , which kept us up be¬
yond our ufual hour ; and as her room was on the other fide of
the houfe, not to difturb the family in palling through , fhe
went to bed with me . The romance run fo Itrongly in my
head that I could not ileep for thinking of it ; and perceiving;
that the moon fhone very brightly , I got up , flipped on a night¬
gown , and went out to take a walk in a little garden that lay
contiguous to my chamber . I had not been there above half
an hour before I heard Du Frefne call out for help ; and coming
in to her alii Ira nee, faw my lover ftruggling with her at fuch.
advantage , that I was almoft afraid I came too late. I joined
my cries to hers , and the noife we made fo alarmed the mar¬
quis , that he thought it beft to retire as foon as poffible ; e(pe¬
dal iy when he difcovered his miftake , and that my infamous-
mother -in-law had put him to bed to her own ugly lift ex inftead.
of me.

But , to be revenged of her for what he took to be a deiign of
impoimg upon him , he revealed to us the part fhe had in this,
affair, and bid me tell her , that he did not think the enjoyment
of mademoifelle 'Du Frefne worth a quarter of the money he:
had given her .— After making this conieffion lie went off, and
was hardly got fafe out of the houfe , when two or three of our.
fervants.came in to us to know what was the matter . The ftory

f0O££.
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foon reached my father 's ears ; and I was fo angry at my ftep-
mother for her intention againft my honour , that , in the heat of
my paflion , I told him all that the marquis had revealed , and
Du Frefne confirmed it ; which imprudence we had both reafon
to repent of. My father was fo (hocked and afflicted at it, that
it threw him into a fever, which proved mortal , He was n6
fooner dead , but his loving widow turned her filler and me out
of doors, and it was with great difficulty that I carried off my
money and neceflary apparel . In this diftrefs , which was the
greateft I ever knew , Du Frefne propofed to me to go with her
to Bruffels, where fhe had an old aunt whom me expected
fomething from , and that would be willing to receive us. I
gladly accepted of her propofal , my fpirit being too high to re¬
turn to England in the condition I was reduced to . When we
came to Bruffels we found that her aunt was dead , but had left
her the . beffc part of what me had , which amounted to a reafon-
able fubfiftence . We agreed that I mould board with her un¬
der the name of mademoifelle Dalincourt , and pretend I was a
relation of her former brother -in-law ; fhe not caring to fay
any thing of the laft alliance , which had been attended with fuch
ill confequences to us both . Upon this foot I lived with her
very quietly , till the count d' Aguilar found me out , and , by
corrupting my mercenary friend , obtained more frequent accefs
to me than I defired.

You remember the diforder I was in when he brought you
firft to fee me. I knew you inftantly ; for my love had traced
your image too ftrongly in my mind to be effaced by any length
of time ; whereas your indifference quickly made you lofe all
memory of me, and the alteration of almoft fifteen years had
changed my perfon entirely from what it was when you faw me
laft .— I thought I mould have died with the furprife, and was
going , as foon as I could fpeak , to difcover myfelf to you ; but
perceiving that you did not remember me, 1 checked myfelf,
and invented a pretence to cover my confufion . It ftruck me,

that
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that I might poflibly make fome advantage of the difguife in
which you faw me : at leaft, I was fure of the fatisfaction of
converging with you freely , and knowing what had happened to
you fince our parting . When you came to me again as the
confidant of the count d'Aguilar , it was no fmall revenge and
pleafure to me, to fee you ignorantly helping another man to
debauch your own wife ; and I could have found in my heart
to have let you fucceed in your friendly mediation , as a punifh-
ment for the injuries you had done me : but my virtue foon re¬
jected that temptation , and I thought of nothing but how to
gain your efteem.

When you brought me the bafe propofal of count Aguilar , it
appeared to me fuch a mark of your contempt , that I fully re-
folved not to fee you any more . But when you expreffed a re¬
pentance of that fault , and declared a refpectful paffion for me,
even to the offering me marriage , I yielded to the dictates of my
love, and admitted you to all freedoms but one. That I told
you your future conduct might obtain ; and I believe, faid fhe
blufhing , you will hardly now have the fame reludtance to ac¬
cept it as you had formerly . But though I had thus engaged
you by your promife , and ftill more by your inclination , my
happinefs was far from being fixed. While the name of Emilia
was concealed , I could not tell how the knowledge of it might
affe£t you . It was ftill in your power to make me miferable,
by being angry with my innocent deceit ; but fince you have
been fo good to approve it , and acknowledge me for your wife,
I mail make it my whole ftudy and ambition to deferve that
title , and never think of my paft misfortunes , but to inhance
my prefent happinefs.

Thus Emilia ended her narration , and received the compli¬
ments of Count Aguilar and his Lady, , who both exprefied the
higheft joy at her good fortune.

Polydore , on his fide, endeavoured to perfuade the Countefs
to follow the example of Emilia , and be reconciled to her huf-

band.
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band . She anfwered him coldly , that fhe had had too much
experience of the temper of the count , to truft to a fuel den fit
of fondnefs , which would wear itfelf out in a few months : that
fhe was neither fo young , nor fo hand lb me now, as before
their ' feparation ; how then could me flatter herfelf, that he
would like her better when fhe was really lefs amiable ? that
what fhe had done for him might fecure his efteem, but fhe
had received abundant proof that his efteem could but ill fecure
his love. I know , faid fhe, the weaknefs of my heart : were
I to live with him again , I mould be jealous 'of him , even though
he did not give me caufe ; and that .would certainly make us
both unhappy . It is better for me to leave him to his pleafures,
and endeavour to fecure my own tranquillity , by retiring from
a world which I am unfit for.

Polydore , finding it in vain to argue with her, and admiring
the greatnefs of her mind , took his leave of the count , and
returned to Bruffels, where his marriage with Emilia was con¬

summated almojl twenty years after it was contrasted.
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Selim to Mirza at Iipahan.
From London.

T W ENT yefterday with one of my acquaintance to fee a friend
of his , who has a houfe about twenty miles from London.

He had formerly been a citizen and tradefman , but growing rich
on a fudden by fome lucky hit in the more profitable trade of
(rock-jobbing , he as fuddenly fet up for a judge in architecture
painting , and all the arts whicfi men of quality would be
thought to under Hand, and built this houfe as a fpecimen of
his learning . When we came in, though it was in the mid it of
winter , we were carried into a room without a fire-place ; and

which
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which looked̂ if poffible, ftill colder than it felt . I fuppofe,
faid I, this f one-vault that we are in, is defigned to be the bu-
rying -place of the family ; but I mould be glad to fee the rooms
in which they live, for the chillnefs of thefe walls is infuppor-
table to a Perfian constitution.

I fee, faid my companion , that you have no tafle, or elfe you
could not be cold in a faloon fo beautiful as this.

Before I had time to make him any anfwer, the mafter of
the houfe came in ; but , inftead of carrying us to a fire, as I
hoped he would , he walked us about all his vaft apartments,
then down into the offices under ground , and laft into a garden,
where a north -eaft wind , that blew very keen from off a heath
to which it was laid open , finifhed what the faloon had begun,
and gave me a cold , which took away my voice in the very
inftant that I was going to complain of what he made me
fuifer . At lenpth we ended our obfervations, and fate down to

O

dinner , in a room where , by good fortune , the rules of archi¬
tecture allowed us to be warm : but when the meat was ferved,
I was in great confufion not to know how to afk for any difli
of all I faw before me ; for it feems the gentleman ate in the
French way, and nothing came up to his table in its natural
form . My uneafinefs was ftill greater , when , upon rafting of
five or fix different compofitions , I found they were all mixed
with the flefti of * hogs, which l could not touch without pol¬
lution.

After lofing my dinner in this manner , I was entertained all
the evening with a converfation between the gentleman of the
houfe and another man (who, they told me, was an architect)
fo fluffed with hard words and terms of art , that I could not

understand one part in five of it . They talked much of certain
men called , virtuoft , whom , by the near relation their title
bore to virtue , I took at fir ft to be a feci of rigid moralifs :
but , upon enquiry , I difcovered that they were a company of

* Larded.
A a fdlers,
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ficlkrs , eunuchs, painters , builders , gardeners ; and , above all,-
gentlemen that had travelled into Italy , who immediately came
home perfect virtuoji , though they went out the authjl 'fellow?
in the world . This order of men , which is pretty numerous
(as I could collect from the difcourfe of thefe two adepts) affume
a fort of legislative authority over the body of their countrymen:
they bid one man pull down his houfe, and build another,
which he can neither pay for, nor inhabit ; they take a diflike
to the furniture of a fecond, and command him to change it
for a different one more expeniive and lefs commodious ; they
order a third to go and languifh at an opera , when he had ra¬
ther be hallooing in a bear-garden : it is even feared they will'
take upon them to decide what fort of woman every man /hall
be in love with, and prefcribe a particular colour of eyes and hab
for the only object of univerfal inclination.

I deiired to be informed whether this jurifdi &ion had been an¬
cient in this kingdom , having met with no traces of it in hiftory ?"

No , faid he, it is fo modern, that all the laws of it are changed
once in every feven years ; and that which before was the only-
thing right , becomes at once a high crime and mifdemeanor.

Upon the whole , it appears to me to be a kind of epidemical
madnefs, and I am afraid to return to my own country , for fear
I mould carry it with me thither , as thofe who have been in
Italy bring the infection along with them , into England.

MM» « KMMK

LETTER XXXIII . .

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From Londoru

'JpHERE is a lady ' s houfe where I often pafs my time , though,
I have very little intimacy with her ; becaufe it is really

being in a public place , and making a vifit to half the town.
The firft time I went thither I congratulated her on the prodi-
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gious number of her friends, and told her , that me mufi cer¬
tainly be poffeffed of moft extraordinary perfections , to attract
fuch a variety of people , and pleafe them all alike .—- But I
foon found that , in all that crowd of vifitants, there was hardly
one who came thither on her account , but that their reafon for
coming was the fame as hers for receiving them , becaufe they
had nothing elfe to do.

The lad time I was there I met a gentleman , whofe character
I was ftill a ftranger to, though I was very well acquainted
with his face.

I want to know (faid I to a lady who fate next me) what is
the merit of that gentleman over-againit us , which recommends
him fo much to all the world ? It feems to me that he does
nothing , fays nothing , means nothing , and is nothing ; yet I
always fee him in good company!

His character , faid fhe, may be comprehended in very few
words — he is a good-natured man.

I am mighty glad to hear it , returned I, for I want fuch a
man very much : there is a friend of mine in great diftrefs, and
it lies in his power to do him fervice.

No , faid fhe, he is of too indolent a temper , to give himfelf
the trouble of ferving any body.

Then what fignifies his good-nature f anfwered I ; or how
do you know that he has any ?

During this dialogue between us, the reft of the company had
turned their difcourfe wholly upon fcandal ; and few reputations
were fpared by them , that were good enough to be thought
worth attacking.-o

The good-natured man fate filently attentive , and with great
humanity let them abufe his abfent friends , as much as they
thought fit.

When that was over, he began to entertain us with his forrow
for the death of a noble perfon , who , he faid, had been his pa¬
tron and benefactor : but , methought , he talked of it mightily
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PERSIAN LETTERS.

at his eafe \ and the lady , who had given me his character*
whifpered me, that , notwithstanding his obligations and love to
the deceafedyhe was now making court to his word enemy , as.
obfequioufly as he ever had to him.

At that inftant there came in a certain colonel , who , as foon

as he faw my gentleman , ran up to him, and embracing him
very tenderly , my dear Jack , faid he, thou malt be drunk with
me to-night .-

You know I have been ill, faid the other gently , and drinking
does not agree with me.

No matter for that , replied the colonel , you mud pofitively
be drunk before you fleep ; for I am difappointed of my com¬
pany , and will not be reduced either to drink by myfelf , or to
go to bed fober.

The good-natured ma?i could not relift fuch obliging folli-
citations : he kindly agreed to the propofal , and all the room
exprefled their apprehenfions , that his good-nature would be
the death of him fome time or other.

LETTER XXXIV.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

T HAD , laft night , fo extraordinary a dream , and it made
fuch an impreffion upon my mind , that I cannot forbear

writing thee an account of it.
I thought I was tranfported , on a fudden , to the palace of

Ifpahan . Our mighty lord was fitting on a throne , the fplendor
of which my eyes could hardly bear : at the foot of it were his
emirs, and great officers, all proftrate on the ground in adora¬
tion , and expecting their fate from his commands . Around
him flood a multitude of his guards , ready to execute any

orders
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orders he fhoultl give, and linking , terror into the hearts of all
his fubje&s.— My foul was awed with the majefty of the fcene;
and I laid to myfelf, can a king of England compare himfelf to-
this ? can he, whofe authority is confined within the narrow
bounds of law, pretend to an equality with a monarchy whofe
power has no limits but his will ?

I had fcarce made this reflection, when , turning my eyes a
fecond time towards the throne , inftead of the fophi , I faw an-
eunuch feated there , who feemed to govern more defpotically
than he . The eunuch was foon changed into a woman , who
alfo took the tiara and the fword . To her fucceeded another,
and then a third : but , before fhe was well eftablimed in her
feat, the captain of the guards that flood around us marched
up to the throne and feized upon it . In that moment I looked
and beheld the fop hi lying ftrangled on the floor, with his vizir
and three of his fultanas . Struck with horror at this fpe£taclev
I left the palace , and going out into the city , faw it abandoned;
to the fury of the foldiers, who pillaged' all its riches , and cut
the throats of the defencelefs inhabitants . From thence I made
my efcape into the country , which was a wafte uncultivated
defert , where I found nothing but idlenefs and want.

O, faid I , how much happier is England , and how muck
greater are its kings ! Their throne is eftablifhed upon juftice,.
and therefore cannot be overturned . They are guarded by the
affections of their people , and have no military violence to fear.
They are the moft to be honoured of all princes , becaufe their
government is heft framed to make their fubjecls rich , happy,
and fafe.

IL. E T—
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L E T T E R XXXV.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

T HAD fome difcourfe to-clay with an EngliOi gentleman,
who has an affe&ation of being thought a great philofopher :

his pretentions to it confirr. in nothing elfe but refining away all
the happinefs of his life. By a great force of reafoning , he is
arrived at a total difrelijh of him/elf, and as complete an indif¬

ference to others. I am quite weary of living , faid he to me : I
have gone through every thing that bears the name of pleafure,
and am abfolutely difgufted with it all . I have no tafte for
the common amufements of wine , women , or play , becaufe I
have experienced the folly of purfuing them : and as for bu fi¬
llers, it appears to me to be more ridiculous than any of the
three . The buftle of the town difturbs my quiet , and in the
country I am dying of the fpleen. I believe I fhall go with
you into Perfia , only to change the fcene a little ; and when I
am tired of being there , take a dofe of opium^ and remove tothe other world.

I hope , Mirza , that thou and I fhall never know what it is
to befo wife-3 hut make the beft of thofe comforts and delights
which nature has kindly beftowed upon us, and endeavour to
diffufe them as wide as poflible, by the practice of thofe virtues
from which they flow.—

^Mmmm^
LETTER XXXVI.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

'"Jp H E R E is another gentleman of my acquaintance , who is
a philofopher; but of a fpecies very different from him I de¬

scribed to thee in my laft.
He
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He is poffeffed of a confiderable eftate , which his friends are

as much matters of as he . His children love him out of a
principle of gratitude , by far more endearing than that of duty,
and his fervants confider him as a father ; whom it would be un¬
natural for them not to obey.

His tenants are never hurt by drought or rain , becaufe the
goodnefs of their lord makes amends for the inclemency of the
iky.

The whole country looks gay about his dwelling , and you
may trace all his footfteps by his bounties.

Is it not ftrange (I have often heard him fay) that men mould
be fo delicate as not to bear a difagreeable piElure in their
houfes, and yet force every face they fee about them to wear a
cloud of uneafinefs and difcontent ? Is there any objedt fo
pleafing to the eye , as the fight of a man whom you have
obliged , or any mufic fo agreeable to the ear, as the voice of
one that owns you for his benefactor ?

He has alfo a deep fenfe of religion ; which is fo far from
calling a gloom over nis mind , that it is to that chiefly he owes
his conftant ferenity . Were there no reward (faid he to me in
our Jaffc converfation ) for virtue after this life, a wife man would
pra£tife it for its own beauty and reafonablenefs here : yet the
wifeft man in that cafe might be unhappy from the perverfity of
accidents ; but he who adds to the pleafures of virtue , the hopes-
of religion, has no excufe for finking under any misfortune ;
and without the extravagance of philofophical pride may always
find a refource in his mind as much fuperior to all human events*
as the infinite extent of eternity is beyond the fhort bounds ofhuman duration.

Such are the notions of this man concerning happinefs ; and.
k is probable they are not very wrong, for he himfelf is never
wt of humour, ,nor is it pofiible to be fo in his compaity.

f/ E T~
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LETTER XXXVII.

Selim to Mirza at lipahan.
From London.

T WENT Iaft night with my friend to fee a lady , whofe
houfe is the favourite refort of the moft agreeable people of

both fexes. The lady herfelf received me with a good breed¬
ing , which I found was the refult of good fenfe : fhe treated me

as a Jiranger that came to fee , not like a monjier that came to
be feen ; and feemed more defirous to appear in a good light

herfelf to me, though a Perfian , than to fet me in a ridiculous
one to her company . The converfation turned upon various
lubjecls , in all which fhe bore a confiderable , but not a petulant
or overbearing part ; and with modefty mewed herfelf a mi-
ftrefs of moft of the living languages , and not unacquainted
with ancient and modern hidory.

The reft of the company had their due (hare of the conver¬
fation , which was carried on with fpirit and good manners . One

gentleman in particular diftinguimed himfelf by the fuperiority
of his wit , accompanied with fo much delicacy and politenefs,
that none who heard him felt themfelves hurt by that pre -emi¬
nence, which he alone feemed not to be confcious of.

His wit was all founded on good fenfe ; it was wit which a

Perfian could comprehend as eafily as an Englifhman ; whereas
moft that I have met with from other men , who are ambitious

of being admired for that accomplimment , is confined not only
to the tafte of their own countrymen , but to that of their own

peculiar fet of friends . When this gentleman had entertained
us for an hour or two , with the jufteft , as well as livelieft re¬

marks , 'both on perfons and things , that I ever heard , he went

away ; and to comfort us for lofing him , there came in the man

of great good-nature ^ whom I defcribed to thee in one of my
former letters. This
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This courteous per/on , hearing all of us very warm in praife
of the other s wit , joined in with us, but ended his panegyric,
with a plain , though indirect infmuation , that there was a fa-
tirical turn in it , which rendered it very dangerous, and that
the gentleman could not poffibly be fo witty , but at the ex-
pence of his good-nature.

I could not help being quite angry at fo impertinent and ill-
grounded a reflection, on a man for whom I had conceived a
great efteem, and deiired to know why he fuppofed him to be
ill-natured , only becaufe he was not dull . Has he abufed,
faid I , any worthy man ? Has he defamed any woman of good
character ? If all the edge of his wit is turned on thofe who
are juftly the objects of ridicule , his wit is as great a benefit to
private life, as the fword of the magiftrate is to the public.

My gentleman , fearing to be drawn into a difpute , which he
could not carry on without expofing the fecret envy of his
heart , changed the difcourfe : and for the reft of his flay among
us, which was not very long , kept a moff. find filence, and
gave no other indications of life, but that of laughing when¬
ever any body laughed j and nods and geftures of approbation
to whoever fpoke.

The moment he was gone , I told my friend, that I did not
much wonder to fee that gentleman in mixed company, where
it was enough that he gave no offence ; but that , in a feledfc
fociety as this was, he mould be received only from a general
notion of his good-nature , which was fupported by no one
action of his life, feemed to me entirely unaccountable : for,
even allowing his pretentions to that title , I was furprized that
fuch a character mould be fo Jcarce , as to make it fo very
valuable.

I can eafily conceive, continued I, that the notorious reverfe
of that virtue would be a good reafon to turn a man out of com¬
pany ; but I cannot think , that the poffeflion of that virtue,
deftitute of all others , is a reafon for letting him into it.

B b If
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If you will keep my fecret , replied my friend , I will tell
you the whole truth 5. but if you difcover me, . Ifhali pafs for
ill-natured myfelf. You muft know then , that there are about
this town ten thoufand fuch fellows as this , who , without a
grain of fenfe or merit , make their way by reciprocally com¬
plimenting one another . Their numbers , make them formi¬
dable , efpecially fupported as they are, by the fair fex. They
fneak into good company like dogs after fome man of fenfe,..
whom they feem to belong to ; where they neither bark nor
bite, but cringe and fawn : fo that neither good- manners nor
humanity will allow one to kick them out , till at laft they ac¬
quire a fort of right - by fujferance . They preferve their charac¬
ter , by having no will of their own , which in reality is owing
to their having no diftinguifhing judgment . They are all
pofTeffed of fome degree of cunning , and their paflions are
too low and dull to break in upon it , or hurry them into
the indifcretions of men of parts . Befides, they know that they
are in a conftant ftate of probation , where the leaft tranfgreflion
damns them : they carry no compenfation about them ; for
a &ive faults will not be borne , where there are at beft but ne¬
gative virtues . The fmall number of people of fenfe are
forced to fubmit in this, as in many other filly cuftoms , to a
tyrannical majority , and lavifh undefervedly the valuable cha¬
racter of good-nature , to avoid being as unjuftly branded with
that of ill-nature themfelves,

Might not another reafon be given for it ? anfwered I . Are
not vanity and felf -love the great caufes of not only the tole¬
ration , but the privileges thefe people enjoy ? and does not fe-
curity from cenfure , certainty of applaufe , or the difcovery of
an eminent fuperiority , prevail with thole of the beft parts to
really like what they only pretend to fufFer, the conversation of
thofe of the worft ?

Very poflibly , replied my friend ; at leaft the vanity of the
wifeft is certainly the comfort of the weakefr , and feems to be

given
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igiven as an allay to fuperior underftandings , like cares to fupe¬
rior ftations , to preferve a certain degree of equality , that Pro¬
vidence intended among mankind*

&3K8&S0SeK8899K

LETTER XXXVIII.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahani
From London.

J Had yefterday the pleafure of a fpe&acle, than which no¬
thing is more ftriking to a foreigner , becaufe he can have

a right idea of it no where elfe : I faw the three eftates of the
kingdom affembled in parliament . The king was on his throne
in all his majefty ; around him fate the peers in their different
robes ; at the bar flood the fpeaker of the commons , attended
by the houfe . Accuftomed as I am to the fublime court of our
great emperor , I beheld this fcene with much more reverence;
but it was reverence mixed with love. Now , and never till
now , did I fee a true image of civil government , the fupport
and perfection of human fociety . A tyrant 's court is no more
worthy to be compared with this aft'embly , than a lion's den
with a temple . Here fuch laws, as, after mature and free de*
liberation , have obtained the concurrence of the nobles and
commons, receive the royal ajfent ; nor can any bind the people
which have not the authority of that triple fanSlion . A gen¬
tleman who came with me made me obferve, that when the
commons fent up the fubfidies granted to the king , he thanked
them for them , as an acknowledgment , that he had no power
to raife them without their confent : anciently , added he, fup-
plies of money , and redrefs of grievances went together ; but,
fuch is the prefent happinefs of our condition , that we have
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more money than ever to beftow, and no grievances at all tobe redreffed.

I have heard , faid I , that when thefe gifts are moft liberal*
they have a natural tendency , like plentiful exhalations drawn
from the earth , to fall again upon the place from whence theycame.

He was going to anfwer me, when the houfe rofe, and put
an end to my enquiries.

wkwmmkW0k
LETTER XXXIX.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

' "PHIS morning I received a vifit from the gentleman underwhofe conduct I had been at the houfe of lords . After
fome general difcourfe upon that fubjecl:, he afked me what I
thought of their nobility ?

I am too great a ftranger , anfwered I , to have formed a
right opinion of what they are ; but , if you pleafe, I will tell
you freely what I think they mould be.

An Englifh nobleman mould be a ftrenuous affertor of the
privileges of the people , becaufe he is perpetually intruded with
the care of them ; and , at the fame time , delirous to preferve
the juft rights of the crown , becaufe it is the fource fromwhich his honour is derived.

He mould have an eftate that might fet him above depen-
dance , and employ the fuperfluities , if fuch there were, not in
improving luxury , but extending charity.

He mould make his dignity eafy to his inferiors , by the
modefty and fimplicity of his behaviour ; nor ever think
himfelf too great for the loweft offices of friendship and
humanity.

He
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He fhould claim no privilege that might exempt him from
the ftridteft rules of juftice ; and afford his protection not to
men obnoxious to the law, but to every modeft virtue and ufe-
ful art.

The character you have drawn , replied my friend, though
it be rare , yet is not imaginary : fome there are to whom ftill
it may belong ; and it eminently exifts in a young nobleman,
grand/on and heir , to a late illuftrious commander , whofe name
even in Perfia is not unknown.
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LETTER XL.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

^Jp HE Englim are bleft with fome privileges which no other
nation now in the world enjoys in fo high a degree. One

is, that they cannot be long deprived of their liberty upon fuf-
picion of any crime , not even of treafon itfelf, without being
brought to a tryal : another is, that they cannot be tortured,
either to force a confeflion of what is laid to their charge , or
a difcovery of their accomplices . It is a wonderful thing that
even in many free ftates thefe two eflential rights of human
nature have not been fecured : for can any thing be more re¬
pugnant to natural juftice, - than to punifh without proof of a
crime ? or is there a greater punimment than long imprifonment,
and the infliction of violent pain, either of which is worfe than
death to an innocent man ? From both thefe evils the Englim
are guarded by their excellent laws, which have alfo provided
that none (hall undergo the vexation and fhame of a tryal in a
criminal caufe without the confent of twelve of their country¬
men , who are called the grand jury , nor can fentence be pah:

upon
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upon them but by the unanimous voice of twelve more of their
equals , with as ftrong provifions (inirials for treafon efpecially)
againft any influence of fear or corruption , as human laws are
able to frame. To thefe glorious privileges is added the right
of being taxed by none but their reprefentatives , of advifing
the king in a parliamentary manner upon all matters of go¬
vernment , of enquiring into the conduct of minifters , of ar¬
raigning the guilty , and taking them out of the fhelter of the
throne , liberty of fpeech in parliament , and liberty of writing
and publiifhing with all decent freedom what every man
thinks upon public affairs. When I confider all thefe advan¬
tages , and reflecT: on the ftate I am in when in my own
country , expofed upon the lighter!: fufpicion to be flmt up in a
prifon , to be tortured there , and , if ever brought out from
thence , to be tried by a partial judge , poffibly by my accufer
himlelf , to have my eftate taken from me at the emperor 's
pleafure , having no means of redrefs againft him 9 or his mi¬
nifters , and deprived of the power even to complain ; when I
reflect on all this , I cannot but look upon the loweft fubject of
England with envy , and with refpecl, as I fliould on a being
of an order fuperior to mine . But on the other hand, were
there an Englishman wicked and foolifh enough to give up the
leaft of thefe rights for any temptation of fortune or power , I
fhould look down upon him , however exalted by titles of
wealth , with more contempt than upon the loweft flave in my
feraglio : for ' if unwilling Jlavery be the worft of misfortunes,
voluntary fervitude is the bafeft of crimes.

L ET-
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LE T T E R XLI.

Selim ta Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

^JjJBOUT a fortnight ago I went in company with one of
~~ my acquaintance , to fee a place in this city , called the

Exchange , which is the general rendezvous of all the merchants,
not only of England , but the .whole trading world . I never
yet came into an ajfembly with fo much refpecl: as into this.
Thefe , faid I, to my friend , are the moft ufeful, and there¬
fore the moft honourable of mankind . They are met here to
carry on the common happinefs ; their gains are the advan¬
tage of the public ; and their labour makes the eafe of human
life.

I had fcarce fpoke thefe words^ when he carried me out into
a neighbouring alley, where I alfo faw fome bufy faces, but
which looked , methought , very different from the others*
Thefe , faid he> are a fort of' traders , whofe whole bufinefs is
confined within the compafs of this alley , where they create a
kind of ebb and flow, which they know how to turn to good
account ; but which !is deftruclive to all trade , except their own.
Nay , they have fometimes raifed fuch violent tempejls here,:
that half the wealth of the nation has been funk by it.

They are then a fort of magicians, anfwered I . ,
A moft diabolical one truly , replied he ; and what is moft

wonderful , the majiers of the art have the fecret to render them*
felves invijible. Though they are always virtually prefent here9
they never appear to vulgar eyes : but fome of their imps are
frequently difcovered, and by their motions , the fkilful in thi&
traffic fteer their courfe, and regulate their ventures.

While he was faying this to me, there came up to us an ilk-
looked fellow, and afked if we had any Jlock to fell.

My
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My friend whifpered me in.the ear, that this was an imp.—
I ftarted ; called on Mahomet to protect me, and made the
beft of my way out of the alley.

LETTER XLII.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

rpHAT Abdallah , whom I mentioned in a former letter , is
gone from England ; thou wilt be affe&ed with the virtue

of the man , when I tell thee the caufe of his departure . He
fent laft week to deftre I would come to him ; I came, and
found him oppreffed with the deepeft forrow. Ah , Selim, faid
he to me, I muft leave thee ; I muft go and difcharge my,
duty to the beft of fathers : I muft give my all for him to
whom I owe it . At thefe words he put a letter into my hand,
which he had juft received the day before : I found by it, that
his father , who was a merchant , in a voyage from Grand Cairo
to Aleppo , was taken by a cruizer of the ifle of Malta , and
being unable himfelf to pay his ranfom , had writ to his fon to
do it for him . Thou knoweft , faid he to me, that I am not
rich.: to raife the fum demanded for my father 's liberty , I muft
fell all my effects, and leave myfelf without the means of a fub-
iiftance , except what my labour can procure me. But my
own diftrefs is not what concerns me moft : the fear of poverty
cannot fright me from my duty ; I only grieve for the fate of
my poor wife , whom the ruin of my fortune will expofe to
indigence and fharne. It is for her fake that I have fent for
you ; and I conjure you by all our friendfhip , by the prophet
and the God whom we adore , not to refufe me the firft favour
I ever alked . —When he had faid this , he opened the door of
another room , where I faw a beautiful woman in the Turkifh

habit,
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habit , who , with a modefty peculiar to our Eaftern ladies, en¬
deavoured to conceal herfelf from my regards . Come hither,
Zelis , faid my friend, and fee the man whom I havechofen to
protect you : fee him who rauft fhortly be your hufband in the
room of the unfortunate Abdallah . Then turning to me, and
weeping bitterly , This , cried he, O Selim, is the grace for
which I am a fuppliant : permit me to give her to a man . who
I know will ufe her well ; I am refolved to divorce her this
very inftant , according to the power allowed me by our law,
if you will confent to take her for your wife ; nor could the
fophi himfelf make you a prefent of greater value. If the
charms of her perfon are not fufficient to recommend her to
you , know that her mind is ftill fairer and more accomplished.
I brought her with me into England three years ago, in all
which time , fhe has hardly ftirred out of my houfe, nor defired
any company but mine . Jt is impoffible to be happier with
a wife, than I have been with her : nothing mould ever have
prevailed on me to part with her, but the defire to feparate her
from my misfortunes , and to procure her a maintenance agre-
able to her birth and merit , which I am no longer able to
provide for her myfelf.

He had fcarce ended , when the lady , tearing "her hair , and
beating the whiteft breaft I ever faw, implored him not to think
of a feparation , more painful to her than any mifery that po¬
verty could reduce her to.

After many paflionate expreffions of her love, me declared,
that Ihe would accompany him to Malta , and beg her bread
with him afterwards , if it was neceffary, rather than flay be¬
hind in the moft affluent condition . But he positively refufed
to let her go, and infifted upon giving ,her to me, as the only
expedient to make him eafy. To carry her with me, faid he,
would be expohVng her to fuch dangers and wants , as I can¬
not endure even to think of. But lefs can I bear the thought
of leaving her here , in a nation of infidels , among women

C c noho
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who have given up modejiy, and men who profefs to make war
upon it where -ever it is to be found . Your houfe is the only
afylum to which her virtue can fafely retire . As your wife,
fhe will be protected from any infult , even in this land of li~
centioufnefs. To thefe words of Abdallah , Zelis replied with
many arguments , but with more tears . I continued fome
time a lilent witnefs of this extraordinary difpute ; but at laft,
feeing him determined to divorce her , I told him , I would
accept her as a treafure committed to my hands , not for my
own ufe, but to fecure it for my friend : that fhe mould re¬
main with me under the character of my wife, but I would al¬
ways be a ftranger to her bed, and if at his return he found
himfelf in circumftances fufficient to maintain her , I would
reftore her back again to him untouched ; or in cafe they
fhould mutually defire it , carry her with me to my feraglio in
the Eaft . They were both much comforted with this affurance,
and Zelis contented to ftay with me, fince Abdallah com¬
manded it . The poor man embarked for Malta the following
week , with his whole fortune on board for his father 's ranfom,
and left me fo touched with his filial piety , that I made an
offer to pay part of it myfelf ; but he told me I had dene
enough for him , in taking care of what was deareft to him
upon earth , and refufed any further fuccour from me.

N . B. This Story is refumed, in Letter LXXVIIL

^c ^ ^ ii&.-s&cS&cS&cSgjcafccsa)
^pOj & ^ ^ p ^ ^ ^ ^ CAgtS,^

LETTER X'LIII.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

ILately fell into difcourfe with an Englimman , who has well
examined the conftitution of his country : I begged him to

tell me what he thought of the prefent Itate of it . Two prin¬
cipal
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cipal evils, anfwered he, are making way for arbitrary power,
if the court mould ever be inclined to take advantage of
them , viz . the abufe of our wealth , and the abufe of our elo¬

quence . The laft is, if poflible , more mifchievous than the
firft ; for it feduces thofe whom money could not corrupt . It

is the moft pernicious of all our refinements , and the raoft to

be dreaded in a free country . To fpeak truth , is the privilege
of a freeman ; to do it roundly and plainly , is his glory . Thus
it was that the antient Romans debated every thing that con¬

cerned the common -wealth , at a time when they bell knew

how to govern , before Greece had infected them with rhetoric :

as nothing was propounded to them with difguife, they ealily

judged what was moft for their honour and intereft . But the
thing called eloquence here is of another kind . It is lefs the

talent of enforcing truth , than of impofing falfhood ; it does

not depend on a true knowledge of the matter in debate , for

generally it aims at nothing more than a fpecious appearance:
nor is wifdom a neceflary quality in the compofition of an

orator ; he can do without it very well, provided he has the

happy facility of difcourfing fmoothly , and afierting boldly . I
own to thee , Mirza , this account furprized me ; we have no

knowledge in the Eaft of fuch an eloquence as this man de-
fcribed : it is our cuftom to fpeak naturally and pertinently,

without ever imagining that there was an art in it , or that

it was poffible to talk finely upon a fubjed which we do not
underftand.

Pray , Sir, faid I , when thefe orators you tell me of have
been caught two or three times in a lie, do not you treat them

with the utmoft contempt ? Quite the contrary , anfwered he,

the whole merit and pride of their profeffion is to deceive: they

are to lay falfe colours upon every thing , and the greater
the imposition is, the greater their reputation : the orator who

can only perfuade us to act againft fome of our lefler interefts,

is but a genius of the fecond rate \ but he who can compel us
C c 2 by
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by his eloquence to violate the moft effential, is an ahh man-
indeed, and will certainly rife very high. I fuppofe it may be
your cuftom in Perfia to beftow employments on fuch perfons.
as have particularly qualified themfelves for them : you put
the care of the army and the marine into the hands of foldiers
and feamen ; you make one man fecretary of ftate , becaufe he
has been bred in foreign courts , and understands the interefts
of your neighbouring princes ; to another you truft the reve¬
nue , becaufe he is fkilful in (Economy, and has proved himfelf
above the temptation of embezzel -ing what partes through hi*
hands . Yes, replied I , this is furely the right method , and I
conclude it muft be yours . No , faid he, we are above thofe
vulgar prejudices ; fuch qualifications are not requifite among
\as : to be fit for any , or all of thefe polls , one muft be a good

fpeaker in>parliament . How ! faid I, becaufe I make a fine
harangue upon a treaty of peace, am I therefore fit to fuperin-
tend*an army ? We think fo, anfwered he : and if I can plau-
libly defend a minifter of ftate from a reafonable charge
brought againft him , have I thereby a title to be taken into
the administration ? Beyond difpute , in this country , anfwered
he . Why then , by Mahomet , faid I , your government may
well be fick : what a diftempered body muft that be, whofe
members are fo monftroufly out of joint , that there is no one
part in its proper place ! if my tongue fhould undertake to do
the office of my head and arms, the abfurdky and the impo -̂
tency would be juft the fame.

Yet thus , faid he, we go on, lamely enough , I muft con-
fefs, but ftill admiring , our own wife policy , and laughing atthe reft of the world.

You may laugh , replied I, as you think fit ; but if the fultan,
my mafter , had among his counfellors fuch an orator as you
defcribe, a fellow that would prate away truth , equity and:
common fenfe ; by the tomb of our holy prophet , he would3 make
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make a mute of him , and fet him to watch over the feraglio
iuftead of the Jlate.

At thefe words, I was obliged to take my leave, and our
difcourfe was broke off till another meeting.

ê W ^ ^ cff^

LETTER XLIV.

Selim to.Mirzla at Ifpahan .,
From London;

H E next day I law my friend again, and he refumed the
fubje£t of eloquence . You cannot imagine , faid he to

to me, of what fatal confequence this art of haranguing has
been to all free ftates i. good laws have been eftabliihed by
wife men, who were far from being eloquent ; and eloquent
men , who were far from being wife, have every where deftroyed
or corrupted them . Look into hiftory , you will find, that the
fame period which carried eloquence to its perfection, was al-
moft always mortal to liberty . The republics of Greece , and
that of Rome , did not fee their moft celebrated orators, till
the very moment that their conftitutions were overturned.
And how , indeed , mould it be otherwife ? When once it be¬
comes a fafhion to advance men to dignity and power , not for
the good council that they give, but for an agreable manner of
recommending bad ones ; it is impoffible that a government fo
adminiftered can long fubfift . Is any thing complained of as
amifs ? Inftead of redrefs, they give you an oration : have you
propofed a good and needful law ? In exchange for that you
receive an oration , Has your natural reafon determined you
upon any point ? Up gets an orator , and fo confounds you,
that you are no longer able to reafon at all : is any right mea-
£ure to be obftru£ted, or wrong one to be advanced ? There is

an
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an orator always ready , and it is moft charmingly performed t©
the delight of all the hearers.

I do not know , faid I , what pleafure you may find in being-
deceived ; but I dare fay, mould thefe gentlemen undertake to
inftruct a merchant in his bufinefs , or a farmer in his work,
without underftanding either trade or hufbandry , they would
only be laughed at for their pains ; and yet when -they attempt
to perfuade a nation to commit a thoufand fenfelefs faults, they
are liftened to with great attention , and come off with abun¬
dance of applaufe . But for my part , I think they deferve no¬
thing but hatred and contempt , for daring to play with fuch
facred things as truth , juftice , and public good , in fo wanton
and diffolute a manner.

Moft certainly , anfwered he, they are very dangerous to all
focietyr ; for what is it that they profefs ? do not they make it
their boaft, that they have the power to footh or inflame ; that
is, in proper terms , to make us partial , or to make us mad ?
are either of thefe tempers of the mind agreable to the duty of
a judge , or of a counfellor of ftate ? I maintain , that it would
be juft as proper for us to decide a queftion of right or wrong,
after a debauch of wine, or a dofe of opium , as after being
heated or cooled, to the degree we often are, by the addrefs of
one of thefe fkilful fpeakers.

Wifely was it done by the Venetians , to banifh a member
of their fenate (as I have read they did) only becaufe they
thought he had too much eloquence , and gained too great an
afcendant in their councils by that bewitching talent . With¬
out fuch a caution there is no fafety ; for we are led, when we
fancy that we adl moft freely , and the man who can matter
our affe&ions, will have but little trouble with our reafon—
but , to mew you the power of oratory , in its ftrongeft light,
let us fee what it does with religion : in itfelf it is fimple and
beneficent , full of charity and humility ; and yet , let an elo¬
quent jefuit get up into a pulpit , what monftrous fyftems will

4 he
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He draw out of it ! what pride, what tyranny will he make it
authorize ! how much rancour and malignity will he graft upon
it ! If then the laws of God may be thus corrupted by the taint
of eloquence , do we wonder that the laws of men cannot
efcape ? No , faid I , no mifchiefs are to be wondered at , where
the reafon of mankind is fo abufed.

^ &%MMM%i%d>&

LETTER XLV.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

Hp HE converfation I repeated to thee in my laft letter was
heard by a gentleman that fat near us, who , I have been

told , has found his account fo much in eloquence , as to be in-
terefted in the defence of it : accordingly , he attacked my
friend , and told him ^ he was afraid he had forgot his hiftory,
or he would have recollected , that Demofthenes and Cicero,
the two greater!: orators that ever were, employed their rhe¬
toric in the fervice of their country . T might , perhaps , an-
fwered he, make fome objections to the integrity of both ; but,
allowing what you fay, it amounts to no more than this, that
eloquence may be of fervice to mankind in the poffeffion of
very good men ; and fo may arbitrary power , of the greateft
fervice : but yet we fay in England , that it is wifer not to trull
to it j becaufe, as it is generally managed , it becomes a moft
grievous oppreffion . And , I am fure, I can fhew you in hiftory
as many orators that have abufed their eloquence , as kings that
have abufed their authority : for, befides the wickednef ; com¬
mon to human nature , the vanity of making a bad caufe appear
a good one, is in itfelf a dangerous temptation . When a man
fees he is able to impofe upon the judgments of others , he muft
be a very honeft , and very modeft one indeed , if he never does
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it wrongfully . Alas , Sir, returned his antagonist , the gene¬
rality of men are too weak to bear truth ! they muff be cheated
into happinefs .— I am fure they are often cheated out of it , re¬
plied my friend : nor can I wholly agree to your proportion in
the fenfe you understand it . It may be neceffary for the go¬
vernment of mankind , not to tell them the whole truth : fome-
thing may be proper to be hid behind the veil of policy ; but it
is feldom neceffary to tell them lies.

Thefe pious frauds are, the inventions of very impious mm ;
they are the tricks of thofe who make the public good a pre¬
tence for ferving their private vices. Let us confider how
mankind was governed in thofe ages and ftates, where they are
known to have been the happieft . How was it in Athens
while the laws of Solon preferved their force ? Was it then
thought neceffary to lie for the good of the commonwealth ?
No :— the people were truly informed of every thing that con¬
cerned them ; and as they judged by their natural under/land¬
ing, their determinations were right , and their actions glorious:
but when the orators had got the dominion over them , and they
were deceived upon the principle you eftablifh , what was the con-
fequence ? their leaders became factious and corrupt , their go¬
vernment venal, their public councils uncertain and fluctuating,
either too weakly fearful , or too rajhly hold ', till , at laft, from
generous high -fpirited freemen , they funk into prating s con¬
temptible flaves. In Rome the cafe was much the fame : as
long as they were a great and free people , they underftood not
thefe political refinements . All governments , in their firft in-
ftitution , were founded in truth and juftice , and the firft rulers
of them were generally honeft men ; but , by length of time,
corruption is introduced , and men come to look upon thofe
frauds as neceffary to government , which their forefathers ab¬
horred as deftructive to it . It does not , faid I , belong to me
to decide in this difpute ; but it feems to be-highly important,
that this power of deceiving for the public good fnould .be lodged

m
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in fafe hands . And , I fuppofe, that fuch among you as are
trufted with it , are very conflant and uniform in their princi¬
ples : though the colours may vary, the ground of their conduct
is {till the fame. What with them is the eJJ'ential and funda¬
mental in tereft of the nation now, will certainly be fo next year ;
difgrace or favour can make no difference.

mmmwm.
LETTER XLVI.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

J Was the other day in company with a clergyman , who has
the education of feveral young noblemen committed to his

care : a truft of this importance made me regard him as one of
the moft confiderable men in England . This fage, faid I to
myfelf, has much to anfwer for : the virtue and happinefs of
the next age will in a great meafure depend on his capacity .—-
I was very defirousto enter into difcourfe with him , that I might
know if he was equal to his office, and tried all the common
topics of converfation ; but on none of thefe was I able to draw
a word from him : at laft, upon fome point being ftarted , which
gave him occalion to quote a Latin poet , he opened all at once,
and poured forth fuch a deluge of hard words , compofed out
of all the learned languages , that though I underftood but little
of his meaning , I could not help admiring his elocution.

As his fcholars were many of them born to an hereditary mare
in the legiilature , I concluded he muft be thoroughly acquainted
with the Englifh conftitution , and able to initrucl: them in the
knowledge of it : but , upon a/king him fome queftions on that
fubject , I found , to my very great furprize , that he was more a
flranger to it than myfelf , and had no notions of government,
but what he drew from the imaginary 'republic of a Greek phi-

ID d lofophcr.
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lofopher . Well , faid I , you at leaft inftru£t your fchclars in-
Grecian and Roman virtue ; you light up in them afpirit of
liberty ; you exercife them in juftice and magnanimity ; you
form them to a refemblance of the great characters they meet
with in ancient authors . Far from it, faid a gentleman in com¬

pany . They are accuftomed to tremble at a rod, to tell lies-
in excufe of trifling faults , to betray their companions, to be

fpies and cowards : the natural vigour of their fpirits is broke,-
the natural ingenuity of their tempers varnifhed over, the na¬
tural bent of their genius curbed and thwarted . The whole:
purpofe of their education is to acquire fome Greek and Latin
words ; by this only they are allowed to try7 their parts ; if they
are backward in this , they are pronounced dunces , •and often,
made fo from difcouragement and defpair.

I mould think , faid I , if words only are to be taught them,,
they mould learn to fpeak. Englifh with grace and elegance,
which is particularly neceflary in a government where eloquence
has obtained fo great a fway. That article is never thought of,
anfwered he : I came myfelf from the college a perfefl: mafter
of one or two dead languages , but could neither write nor fpeak
my own, till it was taught me by the letters and converfation of
a lady about the court, whom , luckily for my education, I fell'
in love with.

I have heard , faid I,, that it is ufual for young gentlemen to:
finim.their ftudies in other countries ; and , indeed , it feems ne—

ceUavy enough by the account yTou hive given me of them
here : but , if I may judge by the greater!: part of thofe whom'
I have feen at their return , the foreign mafters are no better
than the Englifh , and the foreign: mi/lrejfes not fo good . Were
I to go back to Periia with an Engliim coat , an Englifh foot¬
man , and an Englifh cough, it would amount to jult the inp-
provement made in France , by one half of the youth who tra¬
vel thither . Add to thefe, a tafte for mufic , replied the gentle¬
man , with two or three terms of building and of painting , and

you
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you would want but one tajle more to be as accomplijhed, as fame
of the fineft gentlemen that Italy fends us back.

ji « ^ k » ^

LETTER XLVII.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

PROM confidering the education of Englim gentlemen , we

turned our difcourfe to that of Englifh ladies. I afked a

married man that was in company , to inltruft me a little in the

courfe of it , being particularly curious to know the methods
which could render a woman in this country fo different a crea¬

ture from one in Perfia . Indeed , Sir, faid he, you muft a(k my

wife, not me, that queftion : thefe are myfteries I am not al¬

lowed to pry into . When I prefume to give my advice about
it , (he tells me the education of a lady is above the capacity of

a man , let him be ever fo wife in his own affairs. I fhould

think , faid I , that as the purpofe of womens breeding is nothing

elfe, but to teach them to pleafe men \ a man fhould be a better

judge of that than any woman in the world . But , pray , Sir,

what in general have you obferved of this myjierious inftitutionf
I do not inquire into the fecrets behind the altar , but only the

outward forms of difcipline which are expofed to the eyes of all

the world . Why , Sir, replied he, the firft great point which

every mother aims at , is to make her girl a goddefs if fhe can.

A goddefs ! cried I , in great aftonifhment .—
Yes, faid he ; you have none of them in the Ealt ; but here

we have five or fix in every (treet : there never were more divi¬

nities in JEgypt , than there are at this time in the town of Lon¬

don . In order therefore to fit them for that character , they are

made to throw off human nature , as much as pollible , in their

looks , geftures , words, actions, drefs, &c. —But is it not apt to
D d 2 return
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return again ? faid I .— Yes, replied he, it returns indeed again?
but ftrangely diftorted and deformed . The fame thing happens
to their minds as to their Jhapes ; both are crampt by a violent
confinement , which makes them fwell out in the wrong place.
You cannot conceive the wild tricks that women play from this
habitual perverfion of their faculties : there is not a fingle qua¬
lity belonging to them , which they do not apply to other pur-
pofes than Providence defigned it for. Hence it is, that they
are vain of being cowards, and ajhamed of being madejl : hence
they fmile on the man whom they difiike, and look cold on him
they love: hence they kill every fentiment of their own , and
not only atl with the fajhian , but really think with it . All this
is taught them carefully from their childhood , or elfe it would
be impofiible fo to conquer their natural difpofitions.

I do not know , faid I , what the ufe is of thefe inftru &ions y
but it feems to me, that in a countiy where the women are ad¬
mitted to a familiar and conftant mare in every active fcene of
life, particular care fhould be taken in their education , to culti¬
vate their reafon, and form their hearts , that they may be equal
to the part they have to act . Where great temptations muft
occur , great virtues are required ; and the giddy Jituations in-,
which they are placed , or love to place themfelves , demand a
more than ordinary ftrength of brain . In Perfia a woman has-
no occalion for any thing but beauty , becaufe of the confine¬
ment which me lives under , and therefore that only is attended
to : but here methinks , good fenfe is fo very neceflary , that it is
the bufinefs of a lady to improve and adorn her underftanding
with as much application as the other fex ; and , generally fpeak-
ing , bj methods much the Jams .,

L E T-
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LETTER XLVIIL

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

T WAS this morning with fome gentlemen of my acquaint-
ance, who were talking of the attempt that had been made

not long ago of fetting up a prefs at Conftantinople , and the
oppoiition it had met with from the mufti . They applied to
me to know what I thought of it , and whether in Perfia alfo
it was our religion that deprived us of fo ufeful an art.

I told them , that policy had more part than religion in that
affair : that the prefs was a very dangerous engine , and the abufes
of it made us juftly apprehend ill eonfequences from it.

You are in the right , faid one of the company , for this fingle
reafon, becaufeyour government is a defpotic one. But , in a free-
country , the prefs may be very ufeful, as long as it is under no par¬
tial reftraint : for it is of great confequence , that the people fhould
be informed of everything that concerns them ; and , without
printing , fuch knowledge could not circulate , either fo eafily or
fo fall . And to argue againft any branch of liberty-from the
ill ufe that may be made of it, is to argue againft liberty itfelf,
fince all is capable of being abufed : nor can any part of freedom
be more important , or better worth contending for , than that,
by which the fpirit of it is preferved , fupported , and dijfufed.
By this appeal to the judgement of the people , we lay fome re¬
ftraint upon thofe minifters , who may have found means to fe_
cure themfelves from any other lefs incorruptible tribunal ; and
fure they have no reafon to complain , if the public exercifes a
light , which cannot be denied without avowing , that their con-
duel will not bear enquiry . For though the 'beft adminiftra-
tion may be attacked by calumny , I can hardly believe it would
be hurt by it , becaufe [ have known a great deal of it employed

to
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to very little purpofe againft gentlemen , in oppofition to mini.
ilers, who had nothing to defend them but the force of truth:
I do not mean by this to juilify any fcurrilities upon the per/anal
chara &ers either of magiftrates or private men , or any libel pro¬
perly fo called. Againft fuch abufes of the prefs the Jaws have
provided a remedy ; and let the laws take their courfe ; it is for
the intereft of liberty they mould do fo, as well as for the fecu-
rity and honour of government : but let them not be {trained in¬
to oppreflion by forced confruBions , or extraordinary aBs of
power> alike repugnant to natural juftice , and to the fpirit of a
■free ftate . Such arbitrary practices no provocation canjuftify,
no precedents warrant , no danger excufe.

The gentleman who fpoke thus , was contradicted by another
of the company , who , with great warmth , and many arguments,
maintained , * That the licentioufnefs of the prefs was grown,
4 of late, to fuch a dangerous heighth as to require extraordi-
4 nary remedies ; and that if it were put under the infpeclion of
x fome difcreet and judicious perfon, it would be far more bene-
' ficial to the public'

I agree to it , anfwered he, upon one condition , viz . That
there may be likewife an infpeBor for the People , as well as
one for the court ; but if nothing is to be licenfed on one fide,
and every thing on the other , it would be vaftly better for us to
adopt the Eaftern policy , and allow no printing here at ally than
to leave it under fuch a partial direBion.

^ ^ ^ ^ M̂ ^ ^ ^ Nf̂ ^ t^ ^ l

LETTER XLIX.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

r | ^HE fame gentleman , who , as I told thee in my lalt , argued
fo ftrongly for the liberty of the prefs, went on with his

*difcourfe in the following manner.
If
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If we have fo much reafon to be unwilling , that what we print

mould be under the infpeBion of the court ; how much more

may we complain of a new power affumed within thefe laft fifty

years by all the courts in Europe , of infpe&ing private letters,
and invading the liberty of ' the .pofif The fecrccy and fafety of

correfpondence , is a point of fuch confequence to mankind , that
the leaft interruption of it would be criminal , without an evi¬

dent necejftty ; but that of courfe , from one year to another,
there mould be a conftant breach of it publicly avowed , is fuch

a violation of the rights of fociety , as one cannot but wonder

at even in this age.
You may well wonder , faid I to him , when I myfelf am quite

amazed to hear of fuch a thing ; the like of which was never

practifed among us , whom you En glim , reproach , with being

JJaves . But I beg you to inform me what it was , that could

induce a free people to give up all the fecrets of their bufinefs

and private thoughts , to the curioiity and -difcretion of a mini-
fter , or his inferior tools in office ?

They never gave them up , anfwered he ; but thofe gentle¬
men have exercifed this power by their own authority , under

pretence of difcovering plots again ® the irate .— No doubt , faid
one of the company , it is a great advantage and eafe to the go¬

vernment , to be acquainted at all times with the fentiments of

confiderable perfons , becaufe it is poffible they may have fome

ill intent, — It is very true , replied the other , and it might be.frill

a greater eafe and advantage to the government to have a li~

cenfed fpy in every houfe , who fhould report the moft private
converfations , and let the minifter thoroughly into the fecrets of

every family in the kingdom . This would effectually detect

and prevent confpiracies ; but would any -body come into it on
that account?

Is it not making a bad compliment to a government , to fup-

pofe , that it could not be fecured without fuch meafures , as are

mconliftent with the .end for which it is defigned h
But.
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But fuch , in general , is the wretched turn of modern policy :
the moft facred ties of ibciety are often infringed , to promote
fome prefent intererr , without confidering how fatal it may
prove in its remoter confequences , and how greatly we may want
thofe ufeful barriers we have fo lightly broken down,

^ ?̂ f ^ ^ r

LETTER L.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

■J HAD lately the pieafure of feeing a fight which filled my
mind beyond all the magnificence that our Eafrern monarchs

can fhew ; I faw a BritiihJIeet under full fail. Nothing can
be imagined more pompous , or more auguft ! The van1 fize of
the fhips and the Ikill of the failors exceed any others now in
the univerfe ; nor are they lefs renowned for their intrepidity.
The whole fpeftacle gave me the higheft ideas of the ftrength of
this nation ; a ftrength not confined to their own coafts , but
equally formidable to the moft diftant parts of the globe.

Were I a king of England , I would never receive an embaf-
fador with any folemnity but in the cabin of a firji rate man of
war . There is the true feat of his empire ; and from that
throne he might awe the whole world , if he underftood how to
exert his maritime power in its full ftrength , and was wife
enough to aim at no other. But , by an unaccountable miftake
in their policy , many kings of P̂ ngland have feemed to forget
that their dominions had the advantage of being an ijland': they
have been as deeply engaged in the affairs of the continent as
the moil expofed of the ftates there , and neglected the fea, to give
all their attention to expenfive and ruinous wars undertaken at
land . Nay , what is ftranger ftill , they have been fond of acqui-

2 Jitions
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fitions made upon the continent , not confidering that all fuch
acqutftions , inftead of encreafing their real ftrength , are only fo
many weak and vulnerable parts , in which they are liable to be
hurt by thofe enemies, who could not poffibly hurt them in their
natural ftate, as the fovereigns of a powerful hland , Their cafe is
the reverfe of that expreffed by the poets of Greece in the fable of
Antseus. He was (fay thofe poets) the fon of the earth ; and as
long as he fought upon her furface, even Hercules , the ftrongeft
of heroes, could not overcome him ; but being drawn from
thence he was eafily vanquiihed : the Englifh (in the fame
poetical ftilej are the fons of the fea y and while they adhere to
their mother they are invincible ; but if they can once be drawn
out of that fituation , their ftrength forfakes them , and they
are not only in danger of being crujhed by their enemies, but
may be hugged to death-even by their friends.

WHSHfltSWTiSWtiSlifttS0k%-<k -&3z&

LETTER LIL

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

JAM returned to this city , from which I have made a long
excurfion , and am going to give thee an account how I

have paffed my time . A friend of mine , who lives in a part
of England , diftant from the capital , invited me to fpend the
fummer at his houfe : my curiofity to fee fomething new, and
a natural love to fields and groves at this feafon of the year , made
me glad to accept of his propofal.

The firft thing that ftruck me in leaving London , was to
find all the country cultivated like one great garden . This is
the genuine efle£t of that happy liberty which the Englifh
enjoy : where property is fecure, induftry will exert itfelf ; and
fuch is the force of induftry , that without any particular ad-

£ e vantages
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vantages of foil or climate , the lands about this city are of a
hundred times greater profit to their owners , than the belt tem¬
pered and raoft fertile fpots of Afia to the fubjects of the fophi,
or the Turk.

Another circumftance which engaged my attention through¬
out all my journey , was the vaft number of fine feats that
adorned the way as I travelled along , and feemed to exprefs a
certain rural greatnefs extremely becoming a free people . It
looked to me, as if men who were poffefled of fuch magnificent
retreats , were above depending on a court , and had wifely
fixed the fcene of their pride and pleafure in the centre of their
own eftates, where they could really make themfelves moft con-
fiderable . And , indeed , this notion is true in fa£t ; for it has
always been the policy of princes that wanted to be abfolute,
to draw gentlemen away from their country feats, and place
them about a court , as well to deprive them of the popularity
which hofpitality might acquire , as to render them cold to the
intereft of the country , and wholly devoted to themfelves.
Thus we have often been told by our friend Ufbec, that the
court and capital of France is crowded with nobility , while in
the provinces there is fcarce a manfion -houfe that is not falling
to ruin ; an infallible fign of the decay and downfal of the no¬
bility itfelf L Thofe who remember what England was forty
years ago, fpeak with much uneafinefs of the change they ob-
ferve in this particular ; and complain , that their countrymen-
are making hafte to copy the French , by abandoning their fa¬
mily feats, and living too conftantly in town ; but this is not
yet fenfible to a foreigner . Thou mayeffc expe£t the fequel of
my-journey in other letters ...

LE T-
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LETTER LIII.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

J T happened when I fet out from London , that the parlia¬
ment , which had fat feven years, was juft diffolved, and

elections for a new one were carrying on all over England.

My firft day 's ftage had nothing in it remarkable , more than
what I obferved to thee in my laft. But when I came to the

town where I was to lodge , I found the ftreets all crowded

with men and women , who gave me a lively idea of what I

have read of the antient Bacchanals . Inftead <pf ivy, they

carried oaken boughs , were exceeding drunk and mutinous,
but , at the fame time , mighty zealous for religion . My Perfian
habit drew them all about me, and I found they were much

puzzled what to make of me. Some faid, I was a German
minifter , fent by the court to corrupt the ele£tors ; upon which

fuggeftion , I had like to have been torn to pieces ; others fan¬

cied me a Jefuit ; but at laft they agreed I was a mountebank ;

and as fiich conducted me to my inn with great refpect. When

1 was fafely delivered from this danger , I took a refolution to

lay aiide my foreign drefs, that I might travel with lefs dif-
turbance ; and fell into difcourfe upon what had paffed with a

gentleman that accompanied me in my journey . It feemed to

me very ftrange , that in an affair of fo great importance as the

choice of a guardian for their liberties , men mould drink
themfelves out of their reafon. I afked, whether riots of this

kind were common at thefe times ? He anfwered , that the

whole buGnefs of the candidates was to pervert and confound

the understandings of thofe that chufe them , by all imaginable

ways : that from the day they began to make their intereft,

there was nothing but idlenefs and debauchery among the
E e 2 common
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common people : the care of their families is neglected ;;
trades and manufactures are at a ftand ; and fuch a habit of
diforder is brought upon them , that it requires the beft part of

/even years to fettle them again . And yet , continued he, this
evil, great as it is, may be reckoned one of the leajl attending
thefe affairs. Could we bring our electors to content them-
felves with being made drunk for a year together , we might
hope to preferve our constitution ; but it is the fobery confederate
corruption, the cool bargaining for a fale of their liberties , that
will be the certain undoing of this nation , whenever a. wicked ?,
minifter mall be the purchafer . ,

& & & & & & & & & & '

LETTER LIV.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London*-.

<*~pHE next day brought us into a county town, , where the
elections for the city and the fhire .were carrying on to-..

gether . It was with fome difficulty that we made our way
through two or three mobs of different ,parties, , that obliged us,
by turns to declare ourfelves for their refpe&ive fa&ions. Some
of them wore in their hats tobacco leaves, and feemed prin^
cipally concerned for the honour of that noble plant , which;
they faid had been attacked , by the miniftry ; and in this I
heartily joined with them , being myfelf a great admirer ,of its,
virtues , like moft of my countrymen . When we came to our,
innj I entertained myfelf with aiking my fellow traveller quef-
tions about elections .. The thing was fo new to me, that in ;
many points I could not believe him . As for inftance , it.
feems very odd, that a corporation fhould , take fuch a fudden;
liking to a man 's face, whom they never faw before., as to pre¬
fer him to a family that had ferved them time out of mind ; .

yet
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Yet this , I was affured, very often happened , and what was
ftranger ftill , on the recommendation of another perfon, who
was no better known to them himfelf . My inftructor added,
That there was in England one man fo extremely popular y
though he iiever affeEled popularity ? that a line from him , ac¬
companied with two or three bits of a particular fort of
paper , was enough to direct half the nation in the choice of
their reprefentatives.

It would be endlefs to repeat to thee all the tricks which he
told me other gentlemen were forced to ufe to get themfelves
ele&ed. One way of being well with a corporation (which
a Perfian would hardly conceive) is to kifs all their wives. My
companion confeffed to me, that he himfelf had formerly been
obliged to go through this laborious follicitation , and had met
with fome old women in his way, who made him pay dear for
their intereft . But thefe methods (faid he), and! other arts of
popularity , are growing out of fafhion every day . We now
court our, eledtors, as we do our miftreffes, by fending a no¬
tary to them with a propofal : if they like the fettlement , it
is no matter how they like the man that makes it ; but if we
difagree about that , other pretentions are of very little ufe. And
to make the comparifon the jufter , the members thus chofen
have no more regard to their venal conftituents , than hufbands
fo married to their wives. I aiked , if they had no laws agaimr
corruption . Yes, faid he , very ftrong ones, but corruption is
ftronger than the laws. If the magihrates in Perfia were to fell
wine, it would fignify very little that your law forbids the
drinking it . How is it poffible, faid I, to bribe a whole nation
to the undoing itfelf ? It is not poffible, anfwered he ; but
the misfortune of our government is, that the majority of the
representative body is chofen not by the whole nation , but by
a fmall , and very mean part of it .. There are. a number of
boroughs which have at prefent no other trade than fending
members to parliament , and whofe inhabitants think the right

of
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of felling themfelves and their country, the only valuable pri¬
vilege of Englishmen . Time has produced this evil, which
was quite unforefeen in the original frame of our conftitution;
and time alone can furnifh occafions, and means of applying an
adequate remedy . Before it can be thoroughly cured, one of
two very unlikely things muft come to pafs, either a court muftbe fo difinterefted as to exert all its power for the redrefling an
evil advantageous to itfelf ; or a popular party fo ftrong as to
give laws to the court , muft have virtue enough to venture dif-
gufting the people, as well as offending the crown, for the fake
of reforming the constitution.

^mm̂ m
L E T T E R LV.

Selim to Mirza at Ilpahan.
From London.

the third day our travels were at an end, and I arrived
at my friend ' s houfe with all the pleafure which we receive

from retirement and repofe, after a life of tumult and fatigue.
I was as weary of elections, as if I had been a candidate my-
felf, and could not help exprefting my furprize , that the ge¬neral diforder on thefe occafions, had not brought fome fatal
mifchief upon the nation .—That we are not undone by it , re¬
plied my friend , is entirely owing to the happy circumftanceof our being an ifland. Were we feated on the continent,
every election of a new parliament would infallibly draw on an
invafion .— It is not only from enemies abroad that you are in
danger , anfwered I : one would think that the violence of do-
meftic feuds mould of itfelf overturn your conftitution , as it has
{q many others ; and how you have been able to efcape fo
long , is the wonder of all who have been bred up under abfo-
lute monarchies ; for they are taught , that the fuperior ad¬

vantage
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vantage of their form of government confifts in the ftrength of
union ; and that in other {fates , where power is more divided,
a pernicious confurion muft enfue.— They argue rightly enough,
laid the gentleman who came along with me, but they carry
the argument too far. No doubt , factions are the natural in¬
conveniences of all free governments , as oppreflion is too apt
to attend on arbitrary power . But the difference lies here, that
in an abfolute monarchy , a tyrant has nothing to reftrain him;
whereas parties are not only a controul on thofe that govern,
but on each other ; nay , they are even a controul upon them-

felves r as the leaders of them dare not give a loofeto their own
particular paffions and deligns , for fear of hurting their credit
with thofe whom it is their intereft to manage , and pleafe.
Befides, that it is eafier to infect a prince with a fpirit of ty¬
ranny , than a nation with a fpirit of faction ; and where the
difcontent is not general , the mifchief will be light . To en¬
gage a whole people in a revolt , the higheft provocations muft
be given ; in fuch a cafe, the diforder is not chargeable on thofe
that defend their liberties, but on the aggreffor that invades
them . Parties in fociety, are like tempefts in the natural
world ; they caufe, indeed, a very great disturbance, , and when
violent tear up every thing that oppofes them ; but then they
purge away, many noxious qualities , and prevent a ftagnation
which would be fatal : all nations that live in a quiet ftavery,.
may be properly faid to Magnate ; and happy would it be for
them if they were roufed and put in motion by that fpirit of
faction they dread fo much ; for, let the confequences of re-
liftance be what they would , they can produce nothing worfe
than a confirmed and eftablifhed fervitude : . but generally fuch
a ferment in a nation throws off what is moft oppreffive to it,,
and fettles, by degrees, into a better and more eligible Hate.
Of this we have received abundant proof ; for there is hardly
aprivilege belonging to us, which has not been gained by po¬
pular difcontent , and preferved by frequent oppofition . I may

3 add,

i
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add , that we have known many inftances , where parties , though
ever fo inflamed againft each other , have united , from a fenfe
of common danger , and joined in fecuring their common hap-
pinefs. And this is more eafily done, when the points that
were once the great fubje£ts of heat and divirion, are either worn
out by time , or changed by the clearer and more temperate me¬
dium through which they are feen : for in that cafe, parties
which thought that they flood at a very great diftance from one
another , may find themfelves brought very near, and the only

fep&ration remaining would be the ejfential and everlajling one,
between honejl men and knaves, wife men and fools. That this
may happen experience fliews, and this , I think , ought to free
us from the reproach of facrificing our country to our divifions,
and make thofe defpair of fuccefs, that hope by dividing to
.dejlroy us.

jguf î yp ip y2ki£-Jkis .2k

LETTER LVI.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

JpOR the firft month of my being in the country , we did
nothing from morning till night , but difpute about the

government . The natural beauties round about us were little
attended to , fo much were we taken up with our enquiries into
political defects. My two companions difagreed in many
points , though I am perfuaded they both meant the fame thing,
and were almofl; equally good fubjects, and good citizens . I
fometimes fancied, that I had learnt a great deal in thefe de¬
bates ; but when I came to put my learning together , I found
myfelf not much wifer than before. The mafter of the houfe
was inclined to the fide of the court , not from any interefted
or ambitious views ; but , as he faid, from a principle of whig-
gifm : this word is one of thofe diftin &ions, which , for little

Jefs

i
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lefs than a century , have divided and perplexed this nation -.
The oppoilte party are called tones . They have as ftrong an
antipathy to each other , as the followers of Hali to thole of
Ofman . I defired my friend to give me fome certain mark by
which I might know one from the other . The phigs , faid he,
are they that are now in place, and the tones are they that are
out. I understand you , returned I , the difference is only therei
fo that if they who are now tories, were employed, they would
inftantly become whigs ; and if the whigs were removed , they
would be tones . Not fo, anfwered he , with fome warmth 5
there is a great difference in their principles and their conduct.
Ay , faid I , let me hear that , and then I mall be able to chufe
my party . The tones , faid he, are for advancing the power
of the crown, and making the clergy the tools of their am¬
bition . When they were in power , they weakened our ancient
allies, difgraced our arms , hurt our trade , lojl our honour^
and were afjiftant to the greatnefs of France.

You furprife me ! replied I ; for I have heard all this im¬
puted tofome, who , you affure me, are good whigs \ nay , the
very pillars of whiggifm.

I will explain that matter to you immediately , faid the gen¬
tleman that came down with me : whiggifm is an indelible cha-
rabler , like epifcopacy: for as he who has once been a bijhop^
though he no longer perform any of the offices and duties of
his function , is a bifjop neverthelefs ; fo he who has once been
a whig , let him ad never fo contrary to his principles , is ne¬
verthelefs a whig ; and as all true churchmen are obliged in
confcience to acknowledge the firft, fo all true whigs are in
duty bound to fupport the laft.

Very well , laid 15 but are there none who differ from this
orthodox belief? Yes, faid he , certain obflinate people ; but like
other dijjenters , they are punifhed for their feparation , by being
excluded from all places of trufi and profit.

A heavy
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A heavy punifhment , indeed ! anfwered I, and more likely
to diminijh the fe & than any other kind of perfecution . But if
you will allow a ftranger to give any advice in your affairs, I
think you fhould pull down , at once, thefe enjtgns of party,
which are, indeed , falfe colours hung out by fa &ion, and fet
up , infteadof them , one nationalJlandard , which all who leave,
by whatever name they may call themfelves, fliould be con-
fidered , and ufed as deferters.

(̂ ^ ^ ^ (̂ ^

LETTER LVIL

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

T Went with my country friend fome days ago, to make a
vifit in a neighbouring county , to the prelate of that diocefe.

His character is fo extraordinary , that not to give it to thee,
would be departing from the rule I have laid down , to let no¬
thing that is fingular efcape my notice . In the firft place, he
rejides conftantly on his diocefe, and has done fo for many-
years : he aiks nothing of the court for himfeif or family : he
hoards up no wealth for his relations , but lays out the revenues
of his fee in a decent hofpitality , and a charity void of oftenta-
tion . At his firft entrance into the world , he diftinguifhed
himfeif by a zeal for the liberty of his country , and had a con-
fiderable fhare in bringing on the Revolution that preferved it.
His principles never altered by his preferment : he never profti-
tuted his pen , nor debafed his character by party difputes or
blind compliance . Though he is warmly ferious in the belief
of his religion , he is moderate to all who differ from him : he
knows no diftin &ion of party , but extends his good offices alike
to whig and tory ; a friend to virtue under any denomination;
an enemy to vice under any colours . His health and old age-

are
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are the efYe&s of a temperate life and a quiet,confcknce : .though
he is now fome years above fourfcore , nobody ever though :̂
he lived too long , unlefs it was out of an impatience to fucceed
Urn:? '■■•i \a <«a **j.:-siziit ;.>aiio ,mr6h i'iun bluoxft 'i/oy sfniri*

This excellent perfon entertained me with thegreateft huma¬
nity , and feemed to take a particular delight in being ufeful
and inftru &ive to a ftranger . To tell thee the truth , Mirz a,I
was fo affefted with the piety and virtue of this teacher * ; the
Christian religion appeared to me fo amiable in his character
and manners , that if the force of education had not rooted

Mahometifm in my heart , he would certainly have made a
convert of me.

BWWMWW

LETTER LVIIL , ... !

Selim to Mirz a at Ifpahan.
From London.

jyjY long ftay in the country gave me ieifure to read a good
deal ; I applied myfelf to hiltory , particularly that of

England ; for rightly to underftand what a nation is, one mould
previoufly learn what it has been. If I complained of the dif¬
ferent accounts which are given by the Englifh . of themfelves
in their prefent circumftances , I have no lefs reafon to complain
of their hiftorians : pall tranfaclions are fo varioufly related,
and with fuch a mixture of prejudice on both ddes , that it is as
hard to know truth from their relations , as religion from the
comments of divines . The great article in which they differ
molt , is the ancient power of the crown , and that of the par¬
liament : according to fome, the latter is no more than an in-
croachment on the former ; but according to others , it is as
old as the monarchy itfelf.

* The tranflator fuppoks, that the author means Dr . Hough, bifhop of Worceftcr.
F f 2 This
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This point is debated with great warmth , and a multitude

©f proofs alledged by either party : yet the importance of the
eontroverfy is not fo great as fome may conceive it . For many
hundred years the point is out of difpute ; but fuppofe it were
otherwife , would it follow from thence , that the parliamentary
powers are ufurpations ? No , Mirza , no ; if liberty were but a
year old , the Englifh would have jufh as good a right to claim
and to preferve it , as if it had been handed down to them from
many ages : for allowing that their anceftors were flaves,
through weaknefs or want of lpirit , isJlavery fo valuable an in¬
heritance that it never muft be parted with ? is a long prefcrip-
tion neceflary to give force to the natural rights of mankind ?
if the privileges of the people of England be concejfionsfrom the
crown , is not the power of the crown itfelf a concejjlonfrom
the people ? however , it muft be confert , that though a long
poffeffion of abfolute power can give no right to continue it
againft the natural claim of the people in behalf of their liber¬
ties, whenever that claim mail be made ; yet a long poffeilion
of freedom ferves to eftablifh and ftrengthen original right,
or , at leaft , makes it more fhameful to give it up , I will
therefore lketeh out to thee , as fhort as I can in my next let¬
ters, the refult of what I have read , and what I have thought
on this mbjedt, not with the minute exa&nefs of a political
critic , who , of all critics , would tire thee raoft , but by fuch
a general view of the feveral changes this government has un¬
dergone , as may fet the true ftate of it pretty clearly before
thee . Further than this it would be almoft impoffible for a
ftranger to go upon that fubje&, or for one fo diftant as thou
art , either to receive or defire information : nor , indeed , were
it more fealible, fhould I think it of ufe, to engage in a much
larger detail . It is with enquiries into the conftitutions of na¬
tions , as with enquiries into the conftitution of the univerfe;
thofe who are moll: nicely curious about particular and trifling
parts , are often thofe who fee leaft of the whole.

L E T~
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LETTER UX.

Seum to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

IT has been a ufual piece of vanity in the writers of every
nation , to reprefent the original conftitutions of their re-

fpective ftatesj as founded on deep-laid fyftems and plans of
policy , in which they imagine that they difcover the utmoft re¬
finements of human wifdom ; whereas , in truth , they are often
the effe&s of downright chance , and produced by the force of
certain circumftances , or the fimple dictates of nature itfelf, out
of a regard to fome prefent expediency , and with little provi¬
dence to the future.

Such was the original of the celebrated Gothic government,,
that was formerly fpread all over Europe . It was produced not,
in "a cabinet , but a camp ; and owes much lefs to the pru¬
dence of a legislator, than to the necefllty of the times , which
gave it birth.

The people that introduced it into Britain , and every where
elfe, were a multitude of foldiers, unacquainted with any thing
but war : their leader, for the better carrying it on, was in¬
verted with a fort of regal power, and when it happened that
the war continued long , he acquired a prefcriptive authority
over thofe who had been accuftomed to obey his orders ; but
this authority was directed by the advice of the other officers,
and dependant on the good-liking of the army , from which
alone it was derived : in like manner , the firil revenues of
this leader , were nothing more than a title to a larger (hare
in the common booty * or the voluntary contributions of the
foldiers out of the wealth acquired under his command . But
had he attempted to take a horfe or cow, or any part of the
plunder from the meaneft foldier, without his free confent , a

4 mutiny
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mutiny would certainly have enfued , and the violation of pro¬
perty been revenged . From thefe principles , v/e may natu¬
rally draw the whole form of the SaxOn or Gothic government.
When thefe invaders became matters of kingdoms , and not
only ravaged them , but fettled there , the general was changed
into a king , the officers into nobles , the council of war into a
council of ftate , and the body of the foldiery itfelf into a ge¬
neral aftembly of all the freemen . A principal fhare of the
conquefts , as it had been of the fpoils, was freely allotted to
the prince , and the reft by him diftributed according to rank
and merit among his troops and followers, under certain con¬
ditions agreeable to the Saxon cuftoms . Hence the different
tenures , and the fervices founded upon them ; hence the vaf-
falage, or rather fervitude of the conquered , who were obliged
to till the lands which they had loft, for the conquerors who had
gained them , or, at beft, to hold them of thofe new proprietors
on fuch hard and flavifh terms as they thought fit to impofe.
Hence , likewife , the riches of the clergy , and their early au¬
thority in the ftate : for thofe people being ignorant and iuper-
ftitious in the fame degree , and heated with the zeal of a new
converfion , thought they could not do too much for their
teachers , but with a considerable fhare of the conquered lands,
admitted them to a large participation of dominion itfelf -*—•
Thus , without any fettled defign , or fpeculative fkill, this con-
ftitution in a manner formed itfelf ; and it was the better for
that reafon, as there was more of nature in it, and little of po¬
liticalrnyjiery , which,, where-ever it prevails , is the bane of
public good . A government fo eftabliftied , could admit of no
pretence of a power in the king tranfcendent to law, or an un¬
alterable right in the fucceflion . It could never come into the
heads ,of fuch a people, that they were to fubmit to a tyranny
for confcience Jake ; or , that their liberties were not every way
asfacred as the prerogative of their prince . They could never
hs brought to understand , that there was fuch a thing as rea/bn

5 of
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of fate diftinct from the common reafon of mankind ; much

lefs would they allow pernicious meafures topafs unquestioned .,

or unpunilhed , under the ridiculous fandtion of that name,

wwmwkwm.
LETTER LX,

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.,

T Gave thee in my laft a fhort account of the flrft rife and con-

ftru &ion of the Saxon government , on very plain and fimple

foundations . It was, perhaps , the moji free of all the limited
monarchies that have been known in the world . The nobles

and people had fuch a fhare in the legiilature , and fuch a

weight in the government , that the king could do nothing but

with their affiftance, and by their advice. He could not op~

prefs them by force, becaufe they were armed ^ and he was not,
unlefs when they employed their arms in hisfervice for the

defence of the kingdom . He could not corrupt them ; for all

offices of power or judicature were then ele&i-ve, the eftate of
the crown was held inalienable , and only fufficed to maintain

the expence of the royal houfehold , and civil government . No>

caufes were tried but by juries , even in fpiritual matters ; fo that

the lives and properties of the people could not be touched
without their own co-operation^ either by the king , the nobles5.

or clergy . To all this was joined the beft police that any na¬

tion ever enjoyed except the Chinefe , among whom many of

the fame regulations have been eftablifhed with a conformity

very furprifmg , as it is certain that neither copied the other,.
Such was the Saxon conftitution , when by the wifdom and

virtue of two or three great kings it had received its final per¬

fection . The only effential defect of it was, the excejfwe im¬

munities granted to churchmen , which made them too inde-
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pendent upon the civil authority , and very burthenfome to the
ftate . This form of government continued unaltered in its
principal parts , till the Norman invafion , which , like a foreign
weight roughly laid upon the fprings, difturbed and obftructed
its proper motions : yet, by degrees, it recovered itfelf again;
and how ill foever the Saxon people might be treated , under the
notion of a conquejl, the Saxon confutation was never wholly
fubdued . The new comers relimed llavery no better than the
old inhabitants , and gladly joined with them , upon a fenfe of
mutual intereft , to force a confirmation of their freedom and
the antient laws. Indeed there was fo great a conformity be¬
tween the government of Normandy and that of England,
the cuftoms of both nations were fo much the fame, that un~
lefs the Normans by conquering this ifland had loft their ori¬
ginal rights , and fought on purpofe to degrade themfelves and
their pofterity , it was impoffible their kings could have a right
to abfolute power . So far was that nation from owning any
fuch right , that > in conjunction with the Englifh , they de¬
manded , and obtained of their kings charters declaring their
liberties , not as grants derived from the favour ', or innovations
forced from the weaknefs, but as acknowledgments due from the
jujlice of the crown. As fuch the beft and greatefr. princes
confidered thofe charters ; as fuch they confirmed and obferved
them , and when they were difputed , or broken by others of a
different character , civil wars enfued , which ended to the dis¬
advantage of the crown ; but the misfortune was, that in all
thefe ftruggles , the bifhopsand nobles treated for the peoplê not
the people for themfelves; and therefore their interefts were
much neglected , and the advantages gained from the king were
much more beneficial to the church and nobility than to thofe
who were under their patronage .— I will fay more on this head
when I write next.

LET-
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LETTER LXI.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan*
From London,

THOU wilt be furprifed to hear that the period, when the
Englifh nation enjoyed the greateft happinefs , after the

Norman invalion , was under the influence of a woman. As

much as we Periians mould defpife a female ruler , it was not
till the reign of queen Elizabeth , that the government came to

an equal balance, which is its true ftate of perfection.
Though the commons of England had regained , by degrees,

and in a different fiape , that mare of the legiflature , which was*
in a great meafure, loft by them under the firft Norman kings*
yet their power was not fo great as it had been in the Saxon
witenagmote , or general affembly, nor their condition fo happy
in many refpecls ; for the chief ftrength of the government re-
fided in the great lords , and the clergy , who fupremely directed
all public affairs. The proceedings of the commons could not
be free in their reprefentative body, while in their collective body

they were weak and oppreft . The laws of vaflalage, the au¬
thority of the church , the poverty and dependancy in which
they lived, hung heavy upon them , fo that they were obliged
to a& in fubferviency to the nobles and bilhops , even when they
fhewed moft vigour againft the crown , following the paffions
of both upon many occaftons in the parliament , and in the
field, and making , or unmaking kings as thefe their immediate
mafters defired . But in return for their fervices they often ob¬

tained a redrefs of their grievances, revenged themfekes upon
bad miriifters, and obtained good laws for the commonwealth.
To whatever purpofes their ftrength might be ufed, though to

the purpofes of faction, by being ufed it increafed. The crown
at laft it/elf affifted the growth of it, in oppofition to that of

G g the
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the church and the nobility . The bonds of vaffalage were
broke , or lightened ; the barons were by different laws encou¬
raged and enabled to part with their lands ; the weight of pro--
perty was transferred to the fide of the people . Many accidents
concurred to the fame effe£t. A reformation in religion was
begun , by which that mighty fabric of church power , erecled
on the ruins of public liberty , and adorned with the fpoils of
the crown itfelf, was happily attacked and overturned . A great
part of the immenfe poffeflions of the clergy was taken away,
and moff, of it fold to the commons upon eafy terms . They
had now a very considerable mare of the lands of England , and
a ftill greater treafure in their commerce , which they were be¬
ginning to extend and improve . Their riches fecured their in-
dependancy ; the clergy feared them , and the nobles could not
hurt them . In this ftate queen Elizabeth found the parliament:
the lords and commons were nigh upon a level, and the church
in a decent fubordination . She was the head of this well-pro¬
portioned body, and fupremely directed all its motions . Thus,
what in mixed forms of government feldom happens , there was
no conteft for power in the legiilature ; becaufe no part was fo
high as to be uncontrouled , or fo low as to be oppreft . A refor¬
mation of religion was compleatly eftabliihed by this excellent
princefs , which entirely refcued the nation from that foreign
yoke, the pope had impofed upon it for fo many centuries , and
from the dominion of fuperftition , the worfl of all jlavery . The
next great benefits that me conferred upon her fubje&s, were the
extension of commerce into all parts of the world , and the foun¬
dation of their maritime power, which is their true , natural
greatnefs , Under her it began , and fhe lived to carry it to fuch
a heighth , as to make them really lords of the fea , an empire
more glorious than that of the fophi our mafter, and richer
than that of the mogul . In doing this , me did more for Eng¬
land than her greateft predeceffors had ever done , far more than
thofe who conquered France , though they could have fecured it

to
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to their pofterity . Thefe were the arts by which {he ruled , ^nd

by thefe fhe was able to preferve her authority , nay , and to ex¬

tend it further upon certain occafions than very abfolute princes

could do, even while fhe affifted her people in the corroborating

and confirming their liberty . The ftrength of her power was

their fatisfaBion , and every other happinefs followed that , as

every m̂isfortune and difgrace is fure to attend on their dif-
content.

m^ m m̂mm
LETTER LXIL

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

T ENDED my 1aft letter with the felicity of Elizabeth 's

reign : very different was that of her fuccefTor James the
Firft : for his character and conduct were the reverie of hers.

He endeavoured to break the balance of the government by her

fo wifely fixed, and wanted to be greater than her, without

one quality that could render him capable of filling her place.

He had neither courage , ability , nor addrefs : he was contemned

both at home and abroad ; his very favourites did not love him,

though he was governed by them in every thing ; nor did they

maintain their dominion by his affections fo much as by his

fears. Yet this meanefi of kings made great advances towards

abfolute power, and would have compleatly obtained it , if he

could have found means to have introduced the fame luxury'in¬

to the nation, as he did into the court, with the conftant attend¬

ant of luxury the fame corruption . But the virtue infufed by

Elizabeth into the mafs of the people , and the indigence of the

crown , ftopt the contagion from fpreading fo far : the com¬

mons refifted it, though the lords and the bifhops did not , and

fome check was given to the defigns of the king , yet not enough
G g 2 for
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for the fecuring of liberty , or preventing the evils his conduB
prepared for the following reign . The clergy , whom he at¬
tached to his interefts by favouring theirs , or what they took
to be theirs , more than a wife prince would, or a good prince
ought to have done , were very affiftant to him , by preaching up
notions which he and they feem to have borrowed from our re¬
ligion, of a xight divine in kings , neither derived from human
laws , nor to be limited by them , and other fuch Mahometan
tenets , that had never been heard of before in this country : yet
there were many who difliked thefe innovations , and their op¬
position hindered them from taking deep root in any minds but
thofe of the royal family . Thefe obftinate protectants and pa¬
triots were branded with the name of Puritans , and much hated

by James , and Charles his fon, who , upon the deceafe of the
former , fucceeded to his kingdoms , his notions , and his defigns.
He had many better qualifications than his father , but as wrong
a judgement , and greater obftinacy . He carried his affection
for the clergy , and abhorrence of the puritans , to an excefs of
bigotry and rage . He agreed fo ill with his parliaments , that
he foon grew weary of them , and refolved to be troubled ,with
no more : none were called for twelve years together , and all
that time he governed as defpotically as the fophi of Perfia.
The laws were either openly infringed , or explained in the man¬
ner he directed ; he levied money upon his fubje&s againft pri¬
vileges exprefsly confirmed by himfelf . In fhort , his pafhon
for power might have been fully gratified , if his more prevailing
one to bigotry had not engaged him in a fenfelefs undertaking,
of forcing the fame form of worfhip upon his fubjects in Scotland,
as he had declared himfelf fo warmly for in England . It is fafer
to attack men in their civil rights , than their religious opinions;
the Scots, who had acquiefced under tyranny , took up arms
againft persecution . Their infurreftion made it neceffary to call
a parliament ; it met , but was inftantlydiffolved by the intem¬
perate folly of the court . All hopes of better , meafures were

put
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put an end to by this laft provocation . The Scots marched into
England , and were received by the Englifh , not as enemies , but
as brothers and allies : the king , unable to oppofe them , was
compelled to afk the aid of another parliament . A parliament
met , exafperated with the oppreffions of fifteen years : the prin¬
cipal members were men of the greateft capacity , courage, and
virtue , firmly united among themfelves , and whom the court
could neither corrupt nor intimidate . They refolved to make
ufe of the opportunity to redrefs their grievances , and fecure
their liberty ; the king granted every thing that was neceftary to.
either of thofe ends , except fuch fecurities as might have beem
turned againfl himfelf : but what , perhaps , was really concejjion,
had the appearance of conjlraint , and therefore gained neither
gratitude nor confidence: the nation could no longer truft the.-
king ; or, if it might , particular mm could not ; and the fup-
port of thofe particular men was become a national concern «-
they had expofed themfelves by ferving the public ; the public
therefore judged that it was bound in juftice to defend them.
Nor indeed was it poflible , when the work of reformation was*
begun , after fo long a denial of juftice , to keep a people , fore
with the remembrance of injuries received, and fatisfadion re-
fufed, within the bounds of a proper moderation . Such a fo-
briety is much eafter in fpeculation than it ever was in practice.
Thus , partly for the fafety of their leaders , and partly from a
jealoufy of his intentions too juftly conceived , the parliament
drew the fword againft the king : but the fword, when drawn^
was no longer theirs ; it was quickly turned againft them by
thofe to whofe hands they trufted it : the honefteft and wifeft
of both parties were out -witted and over-powered by villains
the king perifhed , and the conftitution perifhed with him.

A private man, whofe. genius was called forth by the troubles
of his country, ,and formed in the exercife of faction , ufurped
the government His character was as extraordinary , as his
fortune : he had an air of enthufiafrn which gained all thofe

whe
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who were real enthufiafts (the number of whom was great in
thofe days) and put him at their head . That he was one him-
felf in fome degree may be fuppofed , notwithstanding the pru¬
dence with which he conducted all his defigns ; becaufe the
fame fpark of enthuliafm which makes common ,men mad , may,
in certain conjunctures , only capacitate others of fuperior abili¬
ties to undertake and perform extraordinary things . Whether
Cromwell was one of thefe, or acted entirely from political
cunning , the times he lived in could not difcover, and much
lefs can the prefent . Thus far is certain , that , by an uncom¬
mon appearance of zeal , by great addrefs, and great valour , he
firft inflamed the fpirit of liberty into extravagance , and after¬
wards duped and awed it into fubmijfon . He trampled on the
laws of the nation , but he railed the glory of it ; and it is hard
to fay which he deferved molt , a halter or a crown.

If the enthufiafts of his own party would have permitted him
to have taken the title of king as well as the power , it is pro¬
bable the royalty might have been fixed in his family by a
well -modeled and lafting eftablimment . He mewed a great
defire to carry that point ; and I have heard him compared in
this inftance to Julius Caefar, a great Roman general , who , like
him , having mattered his country by its own arms, and being
poffeft of more than the power of a king, was fo fond of adding
the name to it , that it coft him his life. But the two cafes are
totally different . What in the Roman was a weak vanity , and
below the reft of .his character , was in the Englishman folid
good fenfe. The one could not take that name without de-
ftroying the forms of the Roman confihution, the other could
not preferve the forms of the Englijlo conflitution without taking
that name . He therefore did wifely in feeking if , but not
being able to bring his own friends to confent to it, or to do it
againft their opposition , he could make no fettlement of the
government to out -laft his own life : for it is hardly poffible
from the nature of things , that a dominion newly acquired

4- mould
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fhould long be maintained in any country , if the ancient forms
and names are not kept up . Immediately after the death of

this great man, all order was loft in the ftate : various tyrannies
were fet up , and deftroyed each other ; but all mewed a republic
to be impracticable. At laft the nation , growing weary of fuch
wild confufion , agreed to recal the banifhed fon of their mur¬
dered king , not for his fake , but for the fake of the monarchy,
which all the nation delired to refiore ; and fo inconliderate
was the zeal of thofe times , that they reftored it without any
limitations , or any conditions made for the public . Thus the
fruits of a tedious civil war were lightly and carelefsly thrown

away by too hafty a paffion for repofe. The conftitution re¬
vived indeed again , but revived as ficUy as before: the ill hu¬
mours , which ought to have been purged away by the violent
remedies that had been ufed, continued as prevalent as ever, and
naturally broke out in the fame diftempers . The king wanted
to fet himfelf above the law ; wicked men encouraged this dif-

pofition , and many good men were weak enough to comply
with it , out of averfion to thofe principles of reliftance which*
they had feen fo fatally abufed.

immmmmwk
LETTER LXTIL

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

'̂ jpHE methods purfued by Charles the Second, in the conducV
of his government , were in many refpecls different from

his father ' s, though the purpofe of both was much the fame.
The father always bullied his parliaments ; the fon endeavoured
to corrupt them : the father obftinately refuffed to change his
minifters , becaufe he really efteemed them as honeft men : the
fon very eafily changed his, becaufe he thought they were all
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alike dimonelt , and that his defigns might as well be carried
on by one knhve as by andther : the father was a tool of the
clergy , and a perfecutoiy out of zeal for his religion ; the fon
was almoft indifferentto religion , but ferved the paffions of his
clergy againft the jdilienters from motives of policy : the father
defired to be abfolute at home , but to make the nation refpec ■>

J table abroad : the fon affifted the king of France in his inva-
fions on the liberties of Europe , that , by his help , he might
matter thofe of England : nay , he was even a pensioner to
France , and , by fo vile a proftitution of his dignity , fet an ex¬
ample to the nobility of bis realm, to fell their honour like-wife
fova.pen/ion ; an example , the ill effects of which have been
felt too fenfibly ever fince.

Yet with all thefe vices and imperfections in the character of
Charles the Second, there was fomething fo bewitching in his
behaviour , that the charms of it prevailed on many to connive
at the faults of his government : and, indeed , nothing can
be fo hurtful to a country , which has liberties to defend , as a
prince who knows how at the fame time to make himfelf def~
potic and agreeable : this was eminently the talent of Charles
the Second ; and what is moft furprifing , he poffeft it without
any great depth of underftanding.

But the principal initrument of his bad intentions , was a
general depravity of manners , with which he took pains to in-
fe£t his court , and they the nation . All virtues , both public
and private, were openly ridiculed ; and none were allowed to
have any talents for wit or bufinefs, who pretended to any fenfe
of honour , or regard to decency.

The king made great ufe of thefe new notions , and they
proved very pernicious to the freedom , as well as morals of his
fubje&s; but an indolence , natural to his temper , was fome
check to his defigns ; and , fond as he was of arbitrary power,
he did not purfue it any further than was confident with his
jpleafure and repofe.

His
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His brother , who bore a great fway in his government , had
changed his religion abroad , as the king himfelf had alfo done>
but with this difference, that the latter retained almoft as little
of that which he embraced , as of that which he forfook,
whereas the former was a bigot to popery , and known to be
fuch , while the change of the king was a fecret to moft of his
fubjects . The fear of a popijlo fuccejfor raifed great difconten^
and great diforders in the nation : the houfe of commons paffed
a bill for excluding that prince from the crown , founded un¬
doubtedly in juftice and reafon ; but the hrmnefs of the king in
that fingle point , the complaifance of the lords, the jealoufy the
church entertained of the diffenters , the fcruples of thofe who
thought hereditary right divine and indeafeajible, and , above
all, the fear of being involved in a new civil War, which
alarmed many well -meaning people from a mixture of faction
that had difcovered itfelf in fome of the characters , and in fome
of the meafures by which the national caufe was then carried
on, ffuftrated the attempt to change the fucceffion, as the obftinacy
of thofe engaged in that attempt did all expedients to limit the

Juccejfor . The unhappy advantages all this gave to the king
made him a great deal more abfoiute in the laft years of his
reign than in all the foregoing ones ; and , upon his demife,
brought his brother in peace and triumph to the throne . He
had not been long feated there before he convinced the moft
attached to his party , that the apprehensions conceived of him,
and the defign of excluding him , had been too juft . All that
the fpirit of bigotry could add to a temper in itfelf harjh and
violent, appeared in his government : all that a weak under*
ftanding , madly conducted, could undertake was undertaken ":
arbitrary power was the means ufed , and the end defigned was
a change of religion . Happy was it for England that this end
fo plainly declared itfelf : it roufed even thofe whom no danger
to liberty could have ever alarmed , and taught the preachers ef

H h nvn-
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non-refjlance to rejtji . A revolution was evidently necefi'ary to
fave the whole , and that neceffity produced one .—

King James the Second loft his crown , and the nation gave
it to their deliverer the prince of Orange : the government was
fettled on a firmer foundation , agreeable to the antient Saxon
principles from which it had declined ; and by a happinefs pe¬
culiar to itfelf, grew Jironger from the Jbocks it had [ujlained...

^tfr ^ ^- Tjr'iB' -Hr-M- 'ijj -srJt ^ .̂ ^ JoS.

LETTER LXIV.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpaham
From London...

'Hp H E firft advantage gained by the Englim nation in the
change of their government , was the utter extinction of thofe.

vain and empty phantomes of hereditary indefeafible right , and
a power fuperior to law, which king James the Fir ft had con¬
jured up , to the great disturbance and terror of his people.
With James the Second they were expelled, nor can they ever
be brought back again with any profpecl of fuccefs, but by that

family alone , which claims from him :, for which reafon it wilt
eternally be the intereft of the people of England not to fufTer
fuch a claim to prevail ; but to maintain an eftablifhment which
ts founded on the balls of their liberty , and from which their
liberty cannot be feparated , unlefs the rights of both are de-
ftroyed.

As the parliament plainly difpofed of the crown in altering
the fucceffion,. the princes who have reigned fince that time,
could pretend to none but a parliamentary title , and the.fame
force as the legislature could give to that , it alfo gave to the
privileges of the fubject.

The word loyalty, which had long been mifapplied , reco¬
vered its original , and proper fenfe ; it was now underftood to
. .. , mean
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mean no more than a due obedience to the authority of the

king , in conformity to the laws, inftead of a bigoted compli¬
ance to the will of the king , in oppofition to the laws.

How great an advantage this muft be, will appear by re¬
flecting on the mifchiefs that have been brought upon this coun¬
try in particular , from the wrong interpretation of certain
names. But this is not the only benefit that enfued from that

happy Revolution . The prerogative of the crown had been till
then fo ill defined , that the full extent of it was rather ftopt
by the degree of prude ?ice in the government , or of impatience in
the people , than by the letter of the law : nay , it feemed as if
in many inftances the law allowed a power to the king , en¬
tirely deftructive to itfelf. Thus princes had been often made
to believe, that what their fubje&s complained of as oppreffion,
was a legal exercife of the rights of the crown : and no wonder,
if, in difputable points , they decided the queftion in favour
of their own authority.

But now the bounds of prerogative were marked out by ex-
prefs reftri&ions ; the courfe of it became regular and fixed,
and could no longer move obliquely to the danger of the ge¬
neral fyftem.

Let me alfo obferve to thee , that whereas before, to govern
by parliaments was the policy only of good and wife princes;
after this petiod , it may be confidered in a different light , be-
caufe all expedients of governing otherwife are plainly imprac¬
ticable , and it may not always imply a conforming the govern **
ment to the fenfe of the people. I will explain this to thee more
diftin &ly when I write again . In the mean while , let me a
little recall thy thoughts from paft events , and the hi/lory of Eng¬
land , to the remembrance and love of thy faithful Selim, who
is not become fo much an EngliAmian as to forget his native
Perfia , but perpetually lighs for his friends and country amidft
all that engages his attention in a foreign land.

H h 2 L E T
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L E X T K R LXV.

Seulu to M im a>at Ifpaha n.

From London.

'*J VH "Eantlent revenues of the kings of England , confuted
chiefly in a large demefne of lands , and certain rights and

powers referved to them over the lands helcLof the crown ; by-
means of which they fupported the royal dignity without the
immediate affiftance of the people , except upon extraordinary
occaftons . But in proeefs of time , the extravagance of princes,
and the rapacioufnefs of favourites having wafted the beft part
of this eftate, and their fuccefibrs endeavouring to repair it by
a tyrannical abufe of thofe rights and powers , fome of them$
which were found to be moft grievou &j were brought off by
the parliament , with a fixed eftablifhment for the maintenance
of the houfhold , compofed of certain taxes yearly raifed, and
appropriated thereto.

But after the expulji 'on of the Stuarts -the expence of the go*
vernment being augmented for the defence of the fucceffionj,
the crown was conftrained to apply to parliament , not only
for the maintenance of its houfhold , which was fettled at the
beginning of every reign , and in every reign confichrably en*
ereafed \ not only for extraordinary fupplies , to which end
parliaments anciently were called ; , but for the ordinary fervice
of the year.

Thus a continual dependence .en the ; people became necef-
fary to kings , and they were fo truly the fervants of the
public , that they received the wages of it in form, .and were
obliged to the parliament for the means of exercifrng the roy¬
alty -, as well as for the right they had to claim it .- Nor can
this falutary dependance ever ceafe, except the,parliament it-
felf fhould give it up, by impowering the king to raife money

without-
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without limiting the fum , or fpecijying the fervices . Such coe-
ceffions are abfurd in their own nature ; for if a prince is afraid
to truft his people with a power of fupplying his neceffities
upon a thorough knowledge of them , the people have no en¬
couragement to truft their prince , or, to fpeak more properly,,
Ms; minifteiv .with fo blind and undetermined an authority,

«S> Or »5» •!!• • «> ' «S»•ĝ sgfesKB ^ a^ sâ ls

L E T T E R LXVL

Selim to-Mirza ' at Ifpahan.
From London. '■•

YOU have feen in my laft , that from the time of king
James 's expulfion , annual meetings of parliament were

become necefiary to the carrying on the government . But
that the reprefentatives of the people from too long a delega¬
tion of their authority might not forget by whomy and for what
it was given them ; and that the people might be enabled to
correct a bad choice, which experience mould prove to be fuch,
it was thought expedient not long after to pafs a -law for the
chuiing a new parliament at the end of every three years . This'
term has been iince prolonged to /even , I think for very good
reafons ; becaufe the country -intereft could not fupport the re¬
doubled expence of contefting with court -corruption fo much
oftener than now, and there are no good grounds to fuppofe
that the efforts on that fide would be 'much lefs for a triennial

than a feptennial parliament , a majority in that being equally
necefiary. to a court as in this : fo that the attacks would be
the fame, or near the fame, and the refiftance much weaker-
cm the fide of the people * If then the good propofed by
fhortening the term be very uncertain , it muft be considered
that very great . and certain evils attend upon frequent
elections^ ..viz . the inflaming of party -divifions, depraving the

morals
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morals of the people , and many other inconveniences of no
little weight . However , this is a point about which I have
found the beft men differ, and which thou wilt therefore con¬
sider as more problematical than others I have mentioned before.
I now return to my hiftory.

Among other advantages gained to liberty at this its happy
refloration , a free exercife of their religion was allowed to thofe
who differ from the rites of the Englifh church , which has
been continued and fecured to them ever fince, with fome fhort
interruptions , which even the party that caufed them , is now
ajhamed of. Nor has any thing contributed more than this , to
the peace and happinefs of the government , by gaining it tho
affe&ion of all its fubjecls, and taking from the fpirit of
faction a pretence , and a ftrength , of which it has often made a
very bad ufe.

I muft alfo obferve to thee , that from this period a different
temper has fhewn itfelf in the clergy of England . They are
become better friends to liberty , better fubje&s, better Englifh-
men , than they had ufually been either before, or fince the Re¬
formation . Some among them have writ in defence of the re¬
ligious and civil rights of mankind with as free a fpirit , and as
much force of learning and argument , as any layman has ever
done ; a merit peculiar to themfelves , and to which no other
clergy in the whole world can pretend . The generality of them
are now very moderate, quiet, and ufeful members of the com¬
monwealth, in due fubmiffion to the civil authority , and defiring
nothing but what they deferve, the proteSlin of government in
the enjoyment of their jufl rights . They who would deny them
that , are themfelves perfecutors , diflurbers of government , arid
very bad members of the commonwealth.

This fuccellion was facilitated and fecured by the union of
Scotland with England ; and Great Britain became infinitely
ftronger , by being undivided , entire 3 and wholly an if and,

%
One
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One condition of that union , was the admitting fixteen Scotch
peers, chofen by the whole body of the peerage, into the Englifh
houfe of lords , but upon a tenure very different from the reft,
being to fit there only for the duration of the parliament , at the
end of which , a new election muft be made. If thofe elections

are free and uninfluenced, this alteration in the Englifh confti-
tution , .may prove very much to its advantage , becaufe fuch a
number of independent votes will balance any part of the
houfe of peers, over which the court may have obtained too
great an influence ; but if they mould ever be chofen' by corrup¬
tion, and have no hopes of fitting there again , except bv .an
unconjlitutional dependenceon the favour of a court , then fuch
a number added to the others, would grievoufiy endanger the
conftitution , and the houfe of lords,, inftead of being , as it
ought , a mediating power between the crown and the people,,
would become a fort of anti -chamber to the court , a mere office
for executing and authorifing the purpofes of a minifer.

I have now, my dear Mirza , traced thee out a general plan
of the Englifh , conftitution , and I believe thou wilt agree with
me upon the whole , that a better can hardly be contrived ; the
only misfortune is, that fo good a, one can hardly be pre¬
ferred.

J - ' <i i - ' - . .' . » _ , '" -. ..' '■ - ; —■ m- ■ *

The preat diftin &ion between the ancient plan of it , and
O . ^ 1

that which has taken place fince the expuifion of the Stuarts
is this , that the fir ft was lefs perfeSl , but better fecured , becaufe
the nobility and people had the fword in their hands ; whereas
the laft is more regular , fubjedt to fewer diforders, and in the
frame of it more free , but /// fecured , the fword being only in
the hands of the king : to which is added a vaft encreale of the
wealth of the crown , and a mighty influence gained to it by
the debts of the public , which have brought on new taxes,
new powers for the railing thofe taxes, of a very dangerous na¬
ture , and a prodigious multiplication of officerswholly depen¬
dent upon the court ; from all which the court has acquired

new
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new means of corruption , without any new effectual fecurities
againlt that corruption being yet gained on the fide of the
people . And this fort of power is fo much more to be feared
than any other , as it cannot be exercifed without depraving the
morals , and debafing the fpirit of the whole people , which in
the end would not only enflave them , but rendertheir fervituds

. voluntary , de/ervefa ,and remedilefs.

■ymmmmkmi
LETTER LXVIL

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
iFrom Londofl.

TN former reigns, when parliaments were laid afide for any
length of time, the whole authority of the ftate was lodged

in a privy council , by the advice and direction of which , all
affairs were carried on. But thefe counfellors being chofen by
the king , and depending on his favour, were too apt to advife
fuch things only , as they knew would be moft agreeable ; and
thus the interefts of the nation were often facrificed to the
profit and expectations of a few particulars . Yet ftill , as on
extraordinary occasions the king might be forced to call a
parliament , the fear of it was fome check to their proceed¬
ings ; and a degree of caution was natural to men who fore-
faw they mould fooner or later be called to an account . But
let us fuppofe , that any future prince could wholly influence
the eleBion of a parliament , and make the members of it depen¬
dent on himfelf what would be the difference between that par¬
liament and a privy council ? would it fpeak the fenfe of the
nation , or of the court ? would the intereft of the people be con-
fidered in it , or that of their reprefentatives ? They would only
differ in this refpect, that one, having no power above it , might
be abfolutely free from all refiraint , which , with the terror
of a parliament hanging over it, the other, never could,

i This

/
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This is the only imaginable method , by which the liberty
of the Englifli nation can be attacked with any fuccefs ; but
thou wilt afk to what end fhould an attack of this nature
be made . Why fhould a king of England go about to deilroy
a conftitution , the maintenance of which would render him both
great and happy ?

I reply , that a king indeed can have no reafonable induce¬
ment to make fuch an experiment , but a minifter may find it
neceffary for his own fupport ; and happy would it have been
for many countries , if the majler \ intereft had been considered
by the fervant half fo warmly as the fervant \ by the majler.

If a man who travels through Italy was to afk, what ad¬
vantage all the wealth in religious houfes , and all the idola¬
trous worfhip paid there , are to the faints they are dedicated
to ? The anfwer muft be, Of none at all . But the priefts, who
are really gainers by them , know that they abufe the people
to very good purpofe ; and make ufe of a venerable name, not
from any regard they have to it , but to raife their own
greatnefs , fwell their own pride , and cover and fecure their
own extortion.

By the weaknefs therefore of princes , the arts of mini iters,
and the feduction of the people againft their own interefts,
the conftitution of England only can perifh , and probably will
perim at laft . This will happen fooner or later , as more or
lefs care is taken by thofe whofe duty it is to watch over it.
I am not ignorant that there are fome vifionary men , who
dream of fchemes to perpetuate it beyond all poffibility of fu¬
ture change : but I have always thought the fame of ■political
projects to render a government , a\ of chemical projects to
render a man immortal * Such a grand elixir cannot be found;
and thofe who would tamper with Hates in hopes of procuring
them that immortality , are the moft unfit to prefcribe to them
of all men in the world . But at the fame time that I know
this> I alfo know , that the date of a government may be pro-

I i longed
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longed by proper and falutary remedies , applied by thofe who
underftand its true nature , and join to fpeculative wifdom , ex¬
perience and temper . Nor fbould I think it all a better excufe
for afllfting to ruin the constitution of my country , that it muM
come to an end, and perhaps begins to decay, than for joining in
the murder of my father , that he mufl die at lajl y and begins to
grow old. mmmMymmi

LETTER LXVIIL

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

'"Jp H E other morning , a friend of mine came to me, and
told me, with the air of one who brings an agreeable

piece of news, that there was a lady who moft paffionately
defired the pleafure of my acquaintance , and had commiftioned
him to carry me to fee her .— I will not deny to thee, that my
vanity was a little flattered with this mefiage : I fancied me
had feen me in fome public place, and taken a liking to my
perfon j not being able to comprehend what other motive could
make her fend for a man (he was a ftranger to in fo free and ex¬
traordinary a manner . I painted her in my own imagination
very young , and very handfome , and fet out with moft pleaf-
ing expectations , to fee the conqueft I had made : but when
I arrived at the place of affignation , I found a little old
woman very dirty , encircled by four or five ftrange fellows*
one of whom had a paper in his hand , which he was reading
to her with all the empharis of an author.

My coming in obliged him to break off, which put him a
good deal out of humour ; but the lady , understanding who
I was, received me with great fatisfaclion, and told me, me
had long had a curiofity to be acquainted with a Mahometan:
for you muft know , faid me, that I have applied myfelf par¬
ticularly to the itudy of theology, and by profound meditation?
and enquiry have formed a religion of my own , much better

k than.
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than the vulgar one in all refpe£fc. I never admit any-body to

my houfe, who is not diftinguifhed from the common herd of

chrifiians by fomc extraordinary notion in divinity : all thefe
gentlemen are eminently heretical , each in a way peculiar to
himfelf : they are fo good to do me the honour of inftru &ing
me in their feveral points of faith , and fubmit their opinions to

my judgement . Thus , Sir, I have compofed a private fyflem,
which mult neceffarily be perfecler than any, becaufe it iscolle &ed

out of all | but to compleat it, I want a little of the Koran , a book

which I have heard fpoken of mighty handfomely by many
learned men of my acquaintance : and I affure you , Sir, I mould

have a very good opinion of Mahomet himfelf , if he was not a

little too hard upon the ladies. Be fo kind therefore to initiate me

inyour myfteries, and you fhall find me very docileand very grateful.
Madam , replied I in great confufion , I did not come to Eng¬

land as a mijfwnary, and was never verfed in religious difputation.
But if a Perfian tale would entertain you , I could tell you
one that the Eaftern ladies are mighty fond of.

A Perfian tale ! cried me ; have you the infolence to offer

me a Perfian tale ! Really , Sir, I am not ufed to be fo affronted.
At thefe words , fhe retired into her clofet , with her whole

train of metaphyftcians, and left my friend and me to go away,

as unworthy of any further communion with her.
T̂ isxK ^ TK-ixvr -as -M- -as
ife&i%al ^ :£ Jic| jkiSp&

LETTER LXIX.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

T ^ /TJuld 'ft thou know , Mirza , the prefent ftate of Europe?
I will give it thee in very few words, — There is one na¬

tion in it , which thinks of nothing but how to prey upon the

others, while the others are entirely taken up with preying upon

themfehes . There is one nation where particulars take a pride

In the glory of their country ; while in the others no glory is
I i 2 considered,
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confidered , but that of railing or improving a vaft eftate.
There is one nation which , though able in negociation , puts its
principal confidence in the fword ; while the others trurt wholly
to the pen , though much lefs capable of ufing it with advantage.
There is one nation which invariably purfues a great plan of
general dominion;, while the others are purfuing little interejls^
through a labyrinth of changes and contradictions. What,
Mifza , doft thou think will be the confequence ? Is it not pro¬
bable that this nation will in the end be lord of all the reft ? It
certainly muft -—one thing only can hinder it , which is, that
the fear of falling under that yoke , when the peril appears to
be imminent , may raife a different fpirit in all thofe nations ,̂,
and work out their fafety from their danger itfelf.

^Mwmwmwm
LETTER LXX.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan ..
From London.

J WAS the other day in a coffee-houfe, .where I found a man
declaiming upon the prefent ftate of Perlia , and fo warm for

the interefts of Tamas Kouli Kan , our invincible general *, that
if it had not been for his language and drefs, I mould havetaken him for a Perfian.

Sir, faid I, are you acquainted with Tamas Kouli Kan , that
you concern yourfelf thus about him ? No , faid he, I was never
out of England ; but I love the Perfians , for being enemies tothe Turks.

What hurt have the Turks done you , anfwered I, that you
bear fuch enmity againft them ?

Sir, replied he, I am afraid they mould hurt the emperor y
whofe friend I have always declared myfelf.

* By thefe words it appears, that thefe Letters were writ before Tamas Kouli Kan ufurped.the throne.

I en-
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I enquired of a gentleman that fate by me, who this Friend
of the Emperor might be ? and was told that he was a clan-
cln^-mafter in St. James 's-.itreet.

For my part (faid a young gentleman finely dreft , that flood
fipping a dim of tea by the lire-fide) I do not care if Tamas
Konli Kan , and the great Turk , and all the Perlians and em¬
perors in Europe were at the bottom of the (ea, provided Fari-
nelli be but fafe.

The indifference -of this gentleman furprifed me more than
the importance of the other.

If you are concerned for Farineilij faid a third (who, they
told me, was a chemift ) perfuade him to take my drop, and
that will fecure him from the humidity of the Englifh air, which
may very much prejudice his voice.

Will it not alfo make a man of him again , faid a gentleman
to the doclor ? After the ' miracles we have been told it has per¬
formed , there is nothing more wanting bxxt ftuch a cure' to com-
pleat its reputation .- mmmrn ^'

LETTER LXXI.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London,

FRIEND of mine was talking to me fome days ago, of
the fpirit of enthufiafm -,-.which appeared fo llrongly in the

firft profellbrs of our religion ; and , as he pretended , in the pro¬
phet himfelf : to that chiefly he afcribed their mighty conquefts,
and obferved, that there needed nothing more to render them,
invincible , fuch a fpirit being conftantiy attended with a con¬
tempt oi pleafure and of eafe, of danger and of pain .— If , faid.
he, the enthufiafts of this country , in the reign of Charles the
Firftj, had been united among themfelvesj like the Arabians un¬
der Mahomet and his fucceffors, I make no doubt but they
might have conquered all Europe : but unhappily their enthu-
iiaim was directed to different points ; fome were bigots to the

church-
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church of England , fome to Calvin , fome to particular vvhini-
fies of their own ; one fet of them ran mad for a republic,
others were no lefs out of their wits in the love of monarchy ; fo
that inftead of making themfelves formidable to their neigh¬
bours , they turned the edge of their fury again ft each other,
and deftroyed all peace and order here at home . Yet as much as
our anceftors fuffered then by the wrong direction of their zeal,
I wifli the prefent age may not fuffer more by the total want of
it among us. There is fo cold and lifelefs an unconcern to every
thing but a narrow , private intereft ; we are fo little in earner!
about religion , virtue , honour , or the good of our country ;
that unlefs fome (park of the ancient fire mould revive, I am
afraid we (hall jeft away our liberties , and all that is fenous to
our happinefs . If the great Mr. Hampden ,had converfed with
our modern race of wits, he would have been told , that it was
a ridiculous enthufiafm, to trouble himfelf about a trifling fum
of money , becaufe it was raifed againft the privileges of the
people ; and that he might get a thoufand times more than he
difputed for, by a.prudent fubmijfton.

Ẑ ^ ^ ^ r^ ^ ^ NsN'^ ^ ^ fNU

LETTER LXXII.

Selim to Mirza at Iipahan.
From London.

*jp H E R E is a new fcience produced in Europe of late years,
entirely unknown to any former age, or to any other part

of the world , which is called Treaty Learning . I have been
let into a general idea of it, by a very ingenious friend of mine,
who has acquired a confiderable talent in it , having ferved an
apprenticefhip of twentyT years under different matters in foreign
courts , and made, in a political fenfe, the tour of Europe , He
tells me, it is a very extenfive ftudy ; for not only the rights
of every prince , but their inclinations to the rights of any other,
are therein fet forth and comprehended . This has branched

itfelf
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itfelf out into an infinity of feparate and fecret articles , engage¬
ments, counter-engagements, memorials; remonflrances, declara¬
tions ', all which the learned in this fcience are required to know

perfectly by heart , that they may be ready upon occafion to ap¬
ply them , or elude their application , as the intereft. of their
mafters mall demand.

He mewed me ten or twelve volumes lately published , con¬

fining only of the treaties which have been made fince the be-
ginning of this century , four or five of which were quite filled
with thofe of England.

Sure, faid I , this huge heap of negociations could never have
been employed about the bufinefs of this little fpot of earth for
fo fmall a fpace of time as thirty years f No, — the affairs of all
Europe muft be fettled in them , for the next century at leaf ..—
For the next feffton of parliament , anfwered he ; thefe political-
machines are feldom mounted to go longer than that period,
without being taken to pieces, or new-wound-up.

But how , faid I , could England , which is an ifland , be enough
concerned in what paries on the continent , to undergo all this
labour in adjufting it ?

O, replied he, we grew weary of being confined within the
narrow verge of our own intere/Is ; we thought it looked more
confderable to expatiate , and give our talents room to play . But
this was not the only end of our continual and reftlefs agita¬
tion : it may frequently be the intereft of a minifter , if he finds-
things in a calm, to trouble the waters , and work up a ltorm?
about him ; if not to perplex and confound thofe above him,,
yet to embarrafs and intimidate the competitors or rivals of his-
power.

Perhaps too, there might be ftill a deeper motive i thefe en¬
gagements are for the moft part pretty chargeable ; and thofe
who are obliged to make them good , complain that they are
much the poorer for them ; but it is not fure, that thofe wha-

form them are fo too..—
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As far, faidl , as my little obfervation can enable me to judge

of thefe affairs, the multiplicity of your treaties is as hurtful as
the multiplicity of your laws. In Alia , a few plain words are
found fufficient to fettle the differences of particulars in a ftate,
or of one (late with another ; but here you run into volumes
upon both ; and what is the erred! of it ? Why after great trouble
and great expence, you are as far from a decrjtonas before ; nay,
often more puzzled and confounded , The only diftinclion
feems to be, that in your law fuits, perplexing as they are, there
is at lad , a rule of equity to refort to ; but in the other difputes,
the laft appeal is to the iniquitous rule offorce , and princes treat
by the mouths of their great guns , which foon demolhh all the
paper on both fides, and tear to pieces every cobweb of ne¬
gotiation *,ipnoix3n3*f Jitjf 3rJf*t riJi-Jff' ^ LfiiJ L̂fJL.t£l i ^{U til «*GfU?±n?cScoigô : c$ 3c$oc$or$oc$ocj3

LETTER LXXIII.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
"From London.

T WAS lately at a tavern with a fet of company very oddly
put together : there was a country gentleman , a man of ho-

neft principles , but extremely a bigot to his religion , which was
that of the church of Rome : there was a lawyer , who was aJ -> '
very good proteftant , moderate to thofe who differed from him
in points of belief, but zealous in the caufe of civil liberty;
there was a courtier , who feemed not to believe any thing , and
to be angry with every body that did.

This laft, very rudely attacked the faith of the poor country
gentleman , and laid open to him the frauds of the Roman prieft-
hood , who , by flow, but regular degrees, had erected fuch a
tyranny over the minds and fpirits of the people , that nothing
was too grofs for them to impofe , or too arrogant to afTume.
Fie fet forth the vaft difference between a bifhop in the primi¬
tive ages of chriftianity , and a pope, with a triple crown uponi -— his
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his head , and half the v/eaith of Chriftendom in his treafury.
He lamented the fimplicity of thofe, who , without looking
back to the original of things , imagine that all is right which
they find efiablifiied', and miftake the corruptions of a fyftem
for the fy flem itfelf : he inveighed again ft the pufillanimity of
others , who though they fee the corruptions , and detefi them,
yet fuffer them .to continue unrefofmed , only becaufe they have
been tolerated fo long ; as if any evil was lefs dangerous, by
being grown habitual.

O O

He concluded , by declaiming very eloquently on the ufe and
advantage of free -thinking , that is, of doubting and examining
every article propofed to our belief, which alone could detedt
thefe impolitions , and confound the ill purpofes of their authors;
mixing , in the courfe of his talk , with thefe juft reflexions,
many licentious witticifms againft what all religion and all phi-
lofophyhave ever accounted facred and venerable.

His antagonist had little to reply , but intrenched himfelf in
the neceflity of fubmitting to the authority of the church, and
the danger of allowing private judgement to call in queftion her
deciiions.

The difpute would have been turned into a quarrel by the zeal
of one, and the afperity of the other, had not the lawyer very fea-
fonably interpofed , who , addreffing himfelf to the advocate for
freedom, defired to know , whether liberty in temporals was not
of importance to mankind , as well as liberty in fpirituahf how
then comes it, that you, who are fo warm for the maintenance
of the lafl , are fo notorioufly indifferent to the ftrft ? to what
Shall we afcribe the mighty difference between your Political
and Religious Faith ? and whence is it that the former is fo

eafy, and the latter fo i?itraBable ? can thofe who are thus
quick -lighted in the frauds of ecclefafical dominion, fee no
juggling at all in their civil rulersf are the impofttionslefs gla¬
ring or more tolerable , which they both acquiefce in and Sup¬
port , than thofe which they fo violently oppofe ? Let us take the

K k very
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very inftance, you have given .—-Is a pope more unlike to a

bijhop, than a yo/<? minijier to an ô zW <?/ " / n^ Jlatef if
you /<?oi to the original of things , what traces will you find
of fuch an officef in what antient conftitution can you difcover
the foundations of fuch a power f is not this a moft manifeft
corruption , growing out of ten thoufand corruptions , and natu¬
rally productive of ten thoufand more ? if you fay thefe are
myjleries of fate , and therefore not to be examined ', I am fure
the myferies you attack have yet a better title to your refpedr,
and lefs mifchief will attend on their remaining not fubject to
enquiry.

Or will you borrow the arguments of your adverfary , and
plead the neceffity of fubmiffion, and the danger of fetting up
reafon againft authority ? if fo, I would only put you in mind,
that all authority flows from reafon, and ought to lofe its force
in proportion as it deviates from its fource.

It is a jeft to fay, that mankind cannot be governed without
thefe impoftions \ they were governed happily before thefe were
invented , much more happily than they have been ever fince :
as well may it be faid, that chriftian piety , which was efta-
blifhed in plain dealing and (implicity , muft be fupported by
the knavery and pageantry introduced in late ages by the church
of Rome . But the truth is, that moil men do in the ftate juft
what you fay has been done in the church ; they maintam
abufes by prefeription , and make the bad condition things are in,
an argument for letting them grow worfe.

I cannot , faid I , debate with the gentleman who has at¬
tacked the abufes of eccleliaftical power upon the particular facts
lie has arTerted, nor will I wholly deny the conclusions he
draws from thofe facts. But it feems to me that he has often
confounded two things entirely different ; a juft regard to reli¬
gion , without which no fociety can long fubfift , and a weak
attachment to what either folly or knavery may have grafted
upon religion , and fanclified under that name . To diftin-

5 • glli(k
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guim thefe is the part of a man of fenfe, and a good man ; but
to attack both without any diftinftion , to attack the firft becaufe
of the laft , is at leaft as far from true wifdom as fuperftition it-
felf. Can a worfe corruption , or a more dreadful diforder,
arife in any government than an open contempt of religion,
avowed and profefTed; a nation where that prevails, is on the
brink of deftrucTion. What degree of refpecl or fubmiflion is
due to particular religious opinions , even to thofe that are not
effential, I will not take upon me now to difpute \ but this I
am fare of, that a blind confidencein temporal affairs, agrees very
ill with doubt in fpirituals . A free enquirer into points of fpe-
culation mould , beyond all others, be athamed of a tame com¬

pliance in points of adtion.
The unthinking may be paffive from delufion , or at leaft from

inadvertency ; but the greatejl monfier and worfi criminal in
fociety, is a Free -thinking Slave.

^ ^ ^ €r.̂ fe,̂ 4*
^̂ ^ t ^^ '̂ r

LETTER LXXIV.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

F VERY nation has fome peculiar excellence by which it is
diftinguifhed from its neighbours , and of which without

vanity it may boaft : thus Italy produces the fineft fingers;
England the ftouteft boxers ; Germany the profoundeft theo¬
logians; and France is incomparable for its cooks . This laft
advantage carries the palm from all the reft, and that nation
has great reafon to be proud of it , as a talent of univerfal cur¬
rency ; and for which all other countries do them homage : on
this (ingle perfection depends the pleafure, the magnificence,
the pride, nay the reputation of every court in Europe ; with¬
out a good French cookthere is no embaffador can poilibly do

K k 2 ,, his
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his matter 's buiinefs -; no fecretary of ftate can hold his office,
no man of quality can fupport his rank and dignity . A friend
of mine , who frequently has the honour to dine at the tables of
the great ^ for which he pays no higher price than his vote in
•parliament, has fometimes obliged me with the bill of fare,
and (as near as he could ) an eftimate of the charge which thefe
genteel entertainments are attended with . I told him , that
their dinners put me in mind of what I had heard about their
politicks : they are artificial , unfubjlantial , and umscholefome,
but at the fame time moft ruinoujly expenjive. Sure, faid I,
your great Weri muft have digejlions prodigioufly (harp and
ftrong , to carry off fuch a load of various meats as are ferved
up to them every day ! they mufl: not only be made with heads
and hearts , but with Jlomachs very different from other people!

Not in the leaft , anfwered he— They feldom touch any of
the dainties that are before them : thofe dainties , like the-
women in your feraglios, are more intended for ornament than
ufe. There is always a plain difli fet in a corner , a homely joint
of Englifh beef or mutton , on which the mafter of the feaft
makes his dinner , and two or three choice friends, who are
allowed to have a cut with him out of fpecial grace and favour,,
while the reft are languishing in vain for fuch a happinefs , and
piddling upon ortolans and truffles.

I have feen a poor country gentleman fit down to one of thefe
fine dinners with an extream diflike to the- French cookery
yet , for fear of being counted unpolite , not daring to refufe any
tiling that was offered him , but cramming and fweating with
the ft niggle between his aversion and civility.

Why then , faid I, this continual extravagance ? why this
number of vielims daily facrificed to the daemon of luxury ? how
is it worth a man ' s while to undo himfelf , perhaps to undo his
country , that his board may be graced with pates of perigord,
when his guefts had rather have the fowl from his barn -door ?
your comparifon of the feraglio will not hold ; for though indeed

there
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there is an unnecefTary variety , yet they are not all ferved up to
us together \ we content ourfelves with oneor two of them at a
meal , and referve the reft for future entertainments . I con¬
cluded , with repeating to him a ftory , which is taken out of
the annals of our kings.

Schah Abbas , at the beginningof his reign , was more lux?-
urious than became fo great a prince . One might have judged
of the vaftnefs of his empire , by the variety of dimes at his
table : fome werefent him from the Euphrates and Perfian gulph,
others from the Oxus and Cafpian fea. One day , when he gave
a dinner to his nobles, Mahomet Ali , keeper of the three
tombs , was placed next to the beft difh of all the . feaft, out of
refpe£t for the facility of his office : but inftead of falling- to,
and eating heartily , as holy men are wont to*do, he fetched a
difmal groan , and fell a weeping . Schah Abbas , furprifed at his
behaviour , defired him to explain it to the company : he would
fain have beenexcufed , but the fophi ordered him, on pain of his
difplealure , to acquaint them with the caufe of his diforder.

Know then , faid he, O monarch of the earth, , that when I
faw thy table covered in this manner , it brought to my mind as
dream , or rather virion, which was fent me from the prophets-
whom I ferve : on the feventh night of the moon Rhamazan, .,
I was fleeping under the made of the facred tombs , when, , me-
thought , the holy ravens of the fan&uary bore me up on
their wings into the air, and in a few moments conveyed me to*
the loweft heaven, where the meffenger of God , on whom be
peace, was fitting in his luminous tribunal , to receive petitions
from the earth . Around ,him flood an infinite throng of animals,,
of every fpecies and quality, , which all joined in preferring a
complaint againft thee , Schah Abbas , for deftroying them wan¬
tonly and tyrannically , beyond what any neceffity could juftify,
or any natural appetite demand.

It was alledged by them , that ten or twelve of them were,
often murdered, , to compofe one diili for the nicenefs of thy

palate 5,
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palate ; fome gave their tongues only, fome their bowels, feme
their fat, and others their brains, or blood . In fhort , they
declared , fuch conftant wafte was made of them , that unlefs a
imp was put to it in time , they mould peridi entirely by
thy gluttony . The prophet , hearing this , bent his brows , and
ordered fix vultures to fetch thee alive before him : theyinftantly
brought thee to his tribunal , where he commanded thy ftomach
to be opened , and examined whether it was bigger or more
capacious than thofe of other men : when it was found to be
juft of the common nze , he permitted all the animals to make
reprifals on the body of their deftroyer ; but before one in ten
thoufand could get at thee , every particle of it was devoured;
fo ill-proportioned was the offender to the offence.—

This (lory made fuch an impreffion on the fophi , that he
would not fuffer above one dim of meat to be brought to his
table ever after.

# 'wfe W v ve^ & Jz.&

LETTER LXXVI.

To Ibrahim Mollac at Ifpahan.
From London,

'Y ' ES , holy Mollac , I am more and more convinced of it;
infidelity is certainly attended with a fpirit of infatuation.

The prophet hurts the underftandings of thofe who refufe to
receive his holy law ; he punifhes the hardnefs of their hearts,
by the depravation of their judgments . How can we other-
wife account for what I have feen fince my arrival amongChriftians ?

I have feen a people , whofe very being depends on com¬
merce , fuffer luxury and the heavy load of taxes to ruin their
manufactures at home , and turn the balance againft them in
foi eign trade {—

I have
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I have feen them glory in the greatnefs of their wealth , when
they are reduced every year to carry on the expences of govern¬
ment , by robbing the very fund which is to eafe them of a debt
of fifty millions t

I have feen them fit out fleets; augment their forces , exprefs
continal fears of an invafion, and fuffer continual depredations
upon their merchants from a contemptible enemy , yet all the
while hug themfelves in the notion of being bleft with a fro-

found and lafling peace !
I have feen them wrapped up in full fecurity , upon the

flou riming ftate of public credit , only becaufe they had a prodi¬
gious flock of paper , which now, indeed , they circulate as
money ; but which the firft alarm of a calamity may, in an
inftant , make meer paper of again!

I have feen them conftantly buried in pajftng laws for the
better regulation of their police, and never taking any care of
their execution : loudly declaring the abufes of their govern¬
ment , and quietly allowing them to encreafe I

I have feen them diftreft for want of hands to carry on their
hufbandry and manufactures , yet permitting thoufands of their
people to be dellroyed , or rendered ufelefs and hurtful to fociety5
by the abominable ufe offpirituous liquors!

I have feen them make fuch a provifion for their poor, as
would relieve all their wants , if well applied ; and fuffer a third'
part of them to Jlarve , from the roguery and riot of thofe en-
trufted with the care of them!

But the greatefl of all the wonders I have feen, and which
moft of all proves their infatuation , is,, that they pmfiefs To ;
maintain Liberty by Corruption*

L E V-
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LETTER LXXVIL

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

IFelicitate thee , Mirza , on thy new dignity ; I bow myfelf
reverently before thee , not with the heart of a flatterer , but

a friend : the favour of thy matter mines upon thee ; he has
raifed thee to the right hand of his throne ; the treaiures of
Perfia are committed to thy cuftody : if thou behaved: thyfelf
honeftly and wifely, I fhall think thee much greater from thy
advancement ; if otherwife , much lower than before. Thou
haft undertaken a charge very important to thy prince , and to
his people ; both are equally concerned in thy adminiflration,
both have equally a right to thy fidelity . If ever thou fhalt
feparate their interefts , if thou fhalt fet up the one againft
the other , know , it will end in the ruin of both. Do
not imagine , that thy matter will be richer by draining his
fubje&s of their wealth : fuch gains are irreparable lojfes; they
may ferve a prefent fordid purpofe , but dry up the fources of
opulence for futurity . I would recommend to thy attention
and remembrance , the faying of a famous Englifh ireafurer in
the happy reign of queen Elizabeth . I do not love, faid that
truly able minifter , to fee the treafury / well like a difempered
fpleen , when the other parts of the fate are in a confumption.--—
Be it thy care to prevent fuch a decay ; and , to that end , not
only fave the public all unneceflary expence , but fo digef and
order what is needful , that perplexity may not ferve to cover
fraud , nor incapacity lurk behind confujion. Rather fubmit to
any difficulty and diftrefs in the conduct , of thy .miniftry , than
anticipate the revenues of the government without an abfolute
neceffity ; for fuch expedients are a temporary eafe, but a per¬
manent defruBion. In
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In relieving the people from their taxes, let it al'fo be thy
glory to relieve them from the infinite number of tax -gatherers,
which , far worfe than the Turkilh or Ruffian armies, have Mr-
raffed and plundered our poor country.

As thou art the distributor of the bounties of the crown,
make them the reward of fervice and merit ; not the hire of pa-
rafites and flatterers to thy matter , or thyfelf. But, above all,
as thou art now a public perfon , elevate thy mind beyond any
private view ; try to enrich the public before thyfelf ; and
think lefs of eftablifhing thy family at the head of thy country,
than of fetting thy country at the head of Aria.

If thou canft fteadily perfevere in fuch a conduct , thy prince
will want thee more than thou doft him : if thou buildeft thy
ortune on any other bafs , how high foever it may rife, it will

be tottering from the weaknefs of its foundation.
He alone is a minijier offate , whofe fervices are neceffary to

the public ; the reft are the creatures of caprice, and feel their
flavery even in their power.

eĴ ^ ^ ^ ê "^

LETTER LXXVIII.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

'jpHE virtuous Abdallah is returned to England , after having
been abfent fourteen moons . I yefterday reftored to him

his lovely Zelis , the wife whom he had given me at his depar¬
ture , and whom I had treated like a fijler . Nothing ever was fo
moving as the fcene, when I joined their hands again after a fe-
paration which they had feared would prove eternal . The pof-
ieffion of the fineft woman in the world could not give me fo
much pleafure as this act of humanity and juftice : I made two
people happy who deferved it ; and am fecured of the affections

LI of
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of both to the laft moment of their lives. When the trans¬
ports of their joy were a little over, Abdallah gave me the
following relation of all that had happened to him fince he
left us.—

7%e History of Abdallah.

YOU know that I failed from England with an intent to
redeem my father from captivity : as foon as I came to Malta,
I went and threw myfelf at the feet of the grand matter , be-
feeching him to take the ranfom I had brought , and fet my
father free.

He anfwered me, that the perfon for whom I fued, was no
longer in a condition to be ranfomed , being condemned to die
the next day. I was ready to die myfelf at this account ; and
defiring to know his offence, was informed , that , being unable
to redeem himfelf, he was put to the oar like a common flave,
without any regard to his innocence or age : that during an en¬
gagement with a Turkim fhip , he had perfuaded the other
flaves to quit their oars, and fight againft the Chriftians ; but
that , being overpowered , he was brought to Malta , and con¬
demned to be broke upon the wheel , as an example to the
other captives in the gallies : that this dreadful fentence was to
be executed upon him the morning after my arrival , and no
ranfom could be accepted for his life.

O Heaven ! faid I, did I come fo far to no other purpofe,
but to be witnefs of the death of my wretched father , and a
death fo full of horror ? Would the waves of the fea had fwal-
lowed me up , before I reached this fatal and accurfed more!
O Abderamen ! O my father ! what avails to thee the piety of
thy fon ? how mail I bear to take my leave of thee for ever,
at our firft meeting , after an abfence which feemed fo long?
Can I ftand by, and give thee up to torments , when I flattered
myfelf that I arrived to bring thee liberty ? Alas ! my prefence
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will only aggravate thy fufferings, and make the bitternefs of
death more infupportable.

In this extremity , I offered the grand mafter , not only to
pay down all the ranfom I had promifed before, but to yield
myfelf a voluntary flave, and ferve in the gallies all my life, if
Abderamen ' s might be fpared.

He feemed touched with my propofal , and inclined to pity
me ; but was told by a jefuit , who was his confeflbr, that an
example of feverity was necefiary ; and that he ought to pardon
my father on no terms but renouncing Mahometifm , and being
converted immediately to the church of Rome.

No , cried I, if that is to be the price of a few unhappy
years, it is better both of us mould perifh than accept them .—
But can you , faid I to the prieft , who profefs an holinefs fuperior
to other men, can you obftruct the mercy of your prince , and
compel him to deftroy a wretched man , whofe only crime was
the natural love of liberty ? is this your way of making con¬
verts to your faith , by the terror of racks and wheels, inftead
of reafon ?—

My reproaches fignified nothing but to incenfe him , and I
quitted the palace in defpair . I was going to the prifon to fee
my father , for the firft and laft time , when a Turkifh flave ac-
cofted me, and bid me follow him .— I refufed to do it , but he
affured me it was of moment to the life of Abderamen . I fol¬

lowed him , and he led me by a back -way to a woman 's apart¬
ment in the palace .— I continued there till paft midnight with¬
out feeing any body, in agitations not to be conceived : at laft
there came to me a lady richly dreffed in the habit of my own
country . After looking at me attentively fome time, OI Ab-
daliah , faid fhe, have you forgot Zoraide , the After of Zelis ?

Thefe words foon brought her to my remembrance , though
I had not feen her for many years : I embraced her tenderly,
and defired to hear what fortune had carried her to Malta?

L 1 2 You
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You know , laid fhe, that my family is of the ifland of
Cyprus , and that I was married young to a rich merchant of
Aleppo . I had by him two children , a fon and daughter ; and
lived very happily fome years , till my hufband 's bufmefs carry¬
ing him to Cyprus , I perfuaded him to let me go, and make
a viht to my relations in that ifland . In our paffage a violent
ftorm arofe, which drove us weftward beyond the iile of
Candia ; and before we could put into any harbour , a Maltefe
pirate attacked us, killed my hufband , and carried me to
Malta . My beauty touched the heart of the grand matter;
which is the more furprizing , as I took no pains to fet it off,
thinking of nothing but the lofs I had iuftained : he bought
me of the knight , whofe prize I was ; and I thought it fome
comfort in my captivity , that I was delivered from the hands
that had been ftainecl in my hufband ' s blood . The paffion of
my new lord was fo exceffive, that he ufed me more like a
princefs than a flave. He could deny me nothing . I afked him,
and was fo liberal , that he never approached me without a
prefent . You fee the pomp and magnificence in which I live:
my wealth is great , and my power in this place fuperior to
any-body ŝ. Hear then , Abdallah , what my friendfhip has
done for you , and remember the obligation you have to me.
I have employed all my interett with my lover to fave the life
of Abderamen : he has confented to it , and moreover, to fet
him free upon the payment of the ranfom you propofed . But,
in recompence for the aid which I have given you , you muft
promife to affift me in an affair that will, probably , be attended
with fome danger . I allured her , there Was nothing I would
not rifque to do the fitter of Zelis any fervice.

You fhall know , faid fhe, what it is I require of you , when
the time comes to put it in execution ; till then temain at Malta,
and wait my orders.

At thefe words me delivered to me a pardon under the feal
of the grand matter , and bid me carry it inftantly to my7-father;2 I was
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I was fo transported that I could not flay to thank her ; I ran,
I flew to the prifon of Abderamen , and fhewirig the order I
brought with me to his guards , was admitted to the dungeon
where he lay.

The poor old man , expecting nothing but death, 'and believ¬
ing I was the officer that came to carry him to the place of exe¬
cution , fainted away before I had time to difcover to him
either my perfon or my errand . While he lay in that ftate of
infenfibility , I unbound his chains , and bore him into the open
air , where , with a good deal of difficulty , he recovered. O my
father 1 faid I to him (when I perceived that his fenfes were re¬
turned ) do you not know your fon Abdallah , who is come
hither to fave your life, who has obtained your pardon , and re¬
deemed you from captivity ?— The furprize of joy that feized
him in that inftant , at my fight and words, was too fudden and
violent for his age and weaknefs to fupport . He ftruggled fome
time to make an anfvver; but at Lift, ftraining me in his
arms , and muttering fome half-formed founds, he funk downy
and expired on my bofom .—•

When I faw that he was dead, I loft all* patience , and'
covering myfelf with daft bewailed my folly , in not telling;
him my good tidings by degrees.

By this time it was broad day , and the whole town being
informed of my affliction, was gathered about me in great
crowds . The grand mafter himfelf , taking pity of me, fent to
tell me, that he would permit me to bear away my father 's
body to Aleppo , and excufe me the ranfom I had offered, fince
death had delivered him without it . This indulgence comforted
me a little , and I would have embarqued immediately for the:
Levant , if I had not been flopped by my promife to Zoraide.
Several days paffied without my hearing any news of her . I had
already hired a fmall vefiel, and put on board the remains of
Abderamen , when , late one night , I was waked out of my
ileep by Zoraide in the habit of a man , who told me, that- the
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fiie was come to claim my promife . I afked what fiie required
me to do ? To carry me to Aleppo , anfwered fiie, that I may
fee my dear children once again , and enrich them with the
treafures which I have gained from the bounty of my lover.
Thole treafures are ufelefs to me without them ; in the midft of
all my pomp and outward pleafure I am perpetually pining for
their lofs ; the mother s heart is unfatisfied within ; nor will it
let me enjoy a moment 's peace, till I am reftored to them in
my happy native land . As me faid this , fhe fhewed me fome
bags of gold , and a caflcet filled with jewels of great value . I
muft infitt , Abdallah , continued me, that you fet fail this very
night , and take me along with you. The weather is tempes¬
tuous , but that circumftance will favour my efcape ; and I had
rather venture to perifli in the fea, than live any longer from my
family.

The fenfe of the obligation I had to her made me confent to
do what fiie defired , how perilous foever it appeared to me.
AlSI had a permifilon from the grand matter to go away as fooa
as I thought fit , I put to fea that night without any hindrance;
and the wind blowing hard off the fiiore, in a little while we
were out of fight of Malta . The water was fo rough for two
or three days , that we thought it impoflible our barque could
weather it out j but at length the ftorms abating , we purfued
our voyage with a very fair wind , and arrived fafe in the port
of Scanderoon . Zoraide was transported with the thought of
being fo near Aleppo , and her children ; fhe embraced me in
the mod affectionate manner , and exprefied a gratitude for the
fervice I had done her far beyond what it deferved . But how
great was her difappointment and affii&ion, when we were
told by the people of Scanderoon , that the plague was at
Aleppo , and had deftroyed a third part of the inhabitants!

Ah , wretched Zoraide ! cried fiie weeping , where are now
all thy hopes of being bleft in the fight of thy two children ?
perhaps thofe two children are no more j or, if they ftill live,

4 it
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it is in hourly expectation of dying with the reft of their
fellow citizens . Perhaps , at this moment they begin to ficken,
and want the care of their mother to tend upon them , when
they are abandoned by every other friend.

Thus did me torture herfelf with dreadful apprehenlions,
and often turning her eyes towards Aleppo , gave herfelf up to

all the agonies of grief.
I faid every thing I could think of to relieve her , but me

Would not be comforted.
The next morning the fervants I had put about her , came

and told me, that me was not to be found : they alfo brought
me a letter which informed me, that not being able to endure

the uncertainty me was in about her children , me had ftolen

away by night , and gone to Aleppo to fhare their danger with
them . That if lhe and her family efcaped the licknefs , I

mould hear from her âgain ; but that if they died, fhe was re-
folved not to furvive them . She added , that fhe had left me a

box of diamonds worth two thoufand piftoles , being a fourth

part of the jewels which fhe had brought from Malta by my
afliftance.

You may imagine how deeply I was affected at reading this
letter . I refolved to ftay at Scanderoon till I had fome news:

of her , notwithstanding my , paffiooate delire to return to Zelis.
I had waited five weeks with great impatience , when we re¬
ceived accounts that the infe&ion was ceafed, and the commerce

with Aleppo reftored again . I immediately went to vifit my
native town ; but , alas f I had little pleafure in the fight of 1%
after fo difmal a calamity . My firft enquiry was about Zo-
raide and her children . They carried me to her houfe, where
I found her fon, a youth of fixteen . When I made myfelf
known to him , he fell a weeping , and told me his mother and
lifter were both dead . I very fincerely joined with him in his

grief, and offered to reftore to him the jewels fhe had given
me, No , Abdallahj faid he, I am rich enough in what I

inherit
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inherit footg my father and Zoraide . But thefe riches cannot
comfort me for her death , nor any time wear out of my re¬
membrance the uncommon arTedtion which occafioned it.
O, Abdaliah ! what a mother have 1 loft, and what a friend
arje you deprived of ! When fhe came hither , continued he,
from Seanderoon , my lifter and I believed we had feen a fpirit:
but when we found it was reallv Zoraide , our hearts melted withJ .; . '

teodernefs and joy . That joy was foon over ; for, the third day
after her arrival at Aleppo , i found myfelf feized with the dif-
tem per. She never quitted my bedhde . during my iilnefs ; and
to the care me took of me I owed my life : but it proved fatal
to her and my poor filler , who both caught the infection by
nuriing me ; and having weaker coniiitutions , were not able to
ftruggle with it fo well . My lifter died firft , and Zoraide
quickly followed : when me perceived herfelf juft expiring , fhe
called me to her , and bid me endeavour to find you out at
Seanderoon , and let you know , that {he bequeathed , to you the
portion fhe had intended for my fifter, amounting to five thou-
fand pieces of gold , as to the man in the world fhe moft
efteemed : fhe added , that to you fhe recommended me with
her lateft breath , imploring you to take care of me for her fake,
and the fake of her lifter Zelis .—

The poor boy was not able to go on with his ftory any
further . I accepted the legacy , and did my utmoft todifcharge
worthily the truft conferred upon me : but myr firft care was to
bury Abderamen with all the pomp that our cuftoms will ad¬
mit . After fome time fpent in fettling the affairs of my pupil,
;and my own , I took a paflage on board an Englifh fhip , and
arrived happily in London.

I am now polleft of a fortune that is fufficient to maintain
Zelis in the manner I defire, and have nothing more to afk of
Heaven but an opportunity of repaying you , O Selim, the
friend fhip and goodnefs you have fhe wn me.

LET-
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LETTER LXXIX.

Selim to Mjrza at Ifpahan.
From London.

T AM going , in the confidence of friend/hip , to give thee a
proof of the vveaknefs of human nature , and the unaccoun¬

table capricioufnefs of our paffions. Since I delivered up Zelis
to her hufband , I have not enjoyed a moment 's peace. Her
beauty , which I faw without emotion while ihe continued in
my power, now fhe is out of it, has fired me to that degree that
I have almoft loft my reafon. I cannot bear to fee her in the
porTeffion of the man to whom I gave her : if {hame , if defpair
did not hinder it , I mould alk him for her again .— In this un-
eafinefs and diforder of mind , there remains but one part for
me to take : I rauft fly from her charms and my own weaknefs,
I muft retire into Perfia, and endeavour by abfence, and dif¬
ferent obje&s, to efface the impreffions fhe has made . Alas!
what mall I find there ? a feraglio compofed of beautiful faves,
the mercenary profitutes , or reluElant viclims to grofs and ty¬
rannical luff . What rational commerce can I hope for with
thefe, what true ajfeEtim, what folid peace, what heart -felt de¬
light f But were Zelis my wife, in fuch a wife I mould find
the moft endeared , moft pleafing , moft faithful friend . All
the precautions of Eaftern jealoufy would then be unneceffary ;
thofe wretched precautions , which , while they bar the door
again ft di (honour , fhut out efteem , the life of friendship , and
confidence , the foul of love. Thou wilt be furprifed at my
talking thus ; but what I feel for Zelis , and what I have feen
in England , has overcome my native prejudices : I have feen
here wives, over whofe conducl , though perfectly free, religion,
honour and love are ftri&er guards than legions of eunuchs , or
walls of brafs : I have feen, by confequence , much happier huf~
bands than any Perfian can poffibly be. We will difcourfe on

M m this
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tins fubjeft more fully when I am with thee , and it will be my
greateft pleafure to try to remove out of thy mind all thofe pre-
poiTeflions of which my own has been cured by my abode in
this country . If I bring thee home truth , I am fure thou
wilt think that I have travelled to better purpofe , than if I came
back fraught with the gold of Peru , or the diamonds of Gol-
conda . I have more than compleated the four years flay I
propofed making in England , and am now determined to pafs
through France as far as Marfeilles, and embarque from thence
for the Levant , as foon as the bufinefs, with which I am
charged on the part of fome of my friends with the Turkey
merchants there , will permit . It is my fixed refolution to go
away , without giving Zelis the leaft intimation of the caufe of
my departure : Abdallah fhall never know that I am his rival ;
it would take too much from the character of a friend . Thou
art the only one to whom I dare confide my folly ; and lince it
has hurt no-body but myfelf, I hope thou wilt rather pity than
blame me for it.

wmwmwkwk
LETTER LXXX.

Selim to Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London.

T AM juft on the point of leaving England ; Abdallah and
Zelis have received my adieus ; the combat is paft ; my re-

folutions ftrengthen , and thou mayeft expecT: ere long to fee thy
friend with a mind a good deal altered by his travels, but a
heart which to thee, .to his country, and to his duty, is frill the
fame.

It would be unjuft and ungrateful in me to quit this if and,
without expreffing a very high efteem of the good fenfe , fncerity,
and good-nature I have found among the Englifh ; to thefe qua-

2 lities



L E T T E. R LXXX.

lities I might alfo add politenefs, which certainly they have as

good a title to as any of their neighbours ; but I am afraid that

this accomplishment has been acquired too much at the ex-

pence of other virtu res more folid and effential. Of their in-
duftry , their commerce is a proof ; and for their valour , let their

enemies declare it , Of their faults I will at prefent fay no more,

but that many of them are newly introduced, and fo contrary to the

genius of the people* that one would hope they might be eafily

rooted out . They are undoubtedly , allcircumftancesconsidered , a

very great , a very powerful , and happy nation but how long they

mail continue fo , depends entirely on the prefervation of their li¬

berty. To the conflitutionof their government alone are attached all

thefe bleffings and advantages : mould that ever be depraved or

corrupted , they mull expecl to become the moft contemptible,
and moft unhappy of mankind . For what can fo much aggra¬

vate the wretchednefs of an oppreffed and ruined people , as the

remembrance of former freedom and profperity ? All the images

and traces of their liberty , which it is probable no change will

quite deflroy , mull be a perpetual reproach and torment to them y;

for having fo degenerately parted with their birth -right . And

if flavery is to be endured , where is the man that would not

rather chufe it under the warm fun of Agra , or Ifpahan , than

in the Northern climate of England ?
I have therefore taken my leave of my friends here, with

this affe&ionate , well-meant advice, That they mould vigilantly

watch over their conflitution, and guard it by thofe ftrong bul¬

warks which alone are able to fecure it , a firm union of all

honefl men, juflice upon public offenders, national and private

frugality.

M m 2 O B-
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