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TO THE
B 0 0O o S ] D s bl el

S-1 R,

l Need not acquaint you by what accident thefe Letters were
put into my hands,. and what Ih.llh I have taken in tran-
flating them. I will only fay, that having been long a fcholar
to the late moft learned Mr. Dadichy, Imrpu - of the
Oriental languages, I have 'uquu"ul {kill enough in the Perfian
tongue, to be ‘able to give the fenfe of thcm pretty juftly
though I muft acknowledge my tranflation far inferior to the
Eaftern fublimity of the origin: 11, which no E nglifh expr eflion
€an come up to, and w 111-:]3 no Englifth reader would admire.
I am aware that fome peop le mi: Ly 1!5 ect that the charaéter
of a Perlan is fifitious, as many iuc,h counterfeits have ap-
peared both in France and Lngl ind : but whoever reads them
with attention, will be convinced, t}mr they are cclmlnh the
work of a puJLLL firanger. Thf. obfervations are fo ;mt
out of the way, fuch remate .'"'IH.’J‘ and dmperfeé? notions are
taken up, our prefent "hf” condition 1s in all u-imé‘tx fo ill
underfiood, that it is hardly poflible any L;mﬂ)maa Ihm, Id be
the author,
Yet as there is a pleafure in knowing how things bere affec
a foreigner, though his conceptions of them be ever fo extra-
vapant,
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TO THE BOOKSELLER

vagant, I think you may venture to expofe them to the eyes of
the world, the rather becaufe it is plain the man who wrote
them is a lover of liberty ; and muft be fuppofed more im~
artial than our countrymen, when they fpeak of their own
admired cuftoms and favourite opinions.
I have nothing further to add, but that it is a greaz pity
they are not recommended to the public by a dedication to
fome great man about the court, who would have patronized

"them for the freedom with which they are writ : but the Pub-

lither not having the honour to be acquainted with any body
there, they muft want that ineftimable advantage, and truft

entirely to the candour of the reader.
1 am, Sir,

Your moft humble fervant,

L ET-
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SerLiv 29 Mirza ar Ifpahan.
From London.

THOU knoweft, my deareft Mirza, the reafons that
moved me to le'wc my country and vifit England: thou
waft thyfelf, in a great meafure, the caufe of it. The rela-
tions we received frnm our friend U{bec, of thofe parts of
Europe which he had feen, raifed in us an ardent defire to
know the reft, and pqrtmuldrh zfmfamam ifland, of which,
not having bce::n there himfelf, he could give us but imperfe&
accounts,

By his perfuafion we determined to travel zhizber : but when
we were juft ready to fet out, the fublime orders of the fophi
our mafter detained thee at the feet of his facred throne.

Unwilling as I was to go alone, I yielded to thy importuni-
ties, and was content to live i‘rcr e among {trangers and ene-
mies to the faith, that I might i\ able to \Dr:mi} thy thirft of
knowledge

My \0}101' was ]ﬂloﬁlcu‘ us : and I find this country well worthy
our curiofity. The recommendations given me by Ufbec to fome
Englith he knew at ];.m are a great advantage to me: and I
Inu taken fuch pains to learn t]ll. language, that I am already
more capable of ¢ flm*“r{mun than a great many foreigners I meet
with here, who have refided much longer in this country, ef-
ln:L"ml]v the Frk.]]f.]], who feem to value E]i(,.llxt].\ Cs 1|1m[1 ipea!\;_
ing no tongue but their own.

I fhall .mpl\' myfelf pr incipally to Rudy zbe Englifh gove

sment, o different from that of Perfi: 4, an d of which Utfbec 11‘11

conceived at a diftance {o great an idea.
Whatever in the manners ‘of this people appears to me to be
Jingular and fantafiical, 1 will alfo give thee fome account of =
and




PERSIANYLIETTERS

ul if T may judge by what I have feen already, this 1s a fub-
&t w ]1 ich will not uhl\ be exhaufic d

Communicate my letters to Ufbec, and he will explain fuch
difficulties to thee as may happen to oceur: : but if any thing
fhould fcem to you both to be wnaccountable, do not there-
ore immediately conclude it falfe; for the ba bits and reafon-
e of men are fo very different,” that what appears the ex-
cels ni__; in one¢ count try, may, in another, be efteemed the
hig:]'u‘ﬂ W)

BOE T RS Re

SeriM 20 MIRZA af T!jmhan.

From London.

)

}:\ HE firlt obje@s of a J\mn;{“' s curiofity are the public
{petacles, I was carried laft night to one they call an
opera, which is a concert of mufic bruugth from Itd]\, and in
every refpe& foreign to this country. It was performed in a
chamber as magnificent as the refplendent palace of our em
peror, and as full of handfome women as his feraglio, ‘1 ]1L

=

had no eunuchs among them ; but there was o ne who 111115;
upon the ftage, and, h\ the luxurious tendernefs of his airs,
feemed fitter to l'lim.]\\, them wanton, than keep them chafte.

Inftead of the habit proper to fuc h creatures, he wore a fuit
of armour, and called himfelf Julius Czfar.

I atked who Julius Cafar was, and whether he had been
ftmcms for finging ¢

They told me, hg was a warrior that had conquered all the
world, and debauched l..h. the women in Rome.

I was going to exj prefs my admir: ition at {eeing him fo pro-
},. rly rej )rdlntul, when I heard two Lu.i».\, who 19.1.:. nigh me,
cry out, as it were in an ecftacy, O that dear creature! I am

-, oF B
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PERSIAN LETTERS

At the fame time I heard a gentleman fay aloud, that both the
mufic and fingers were deteftable.

You muft not mind him {aid my friend, he is of the osher
party, and comes here only as a ,'%;u

How! faid I, have you parties in mufic? Yes, replied he,
it is a rule with us to judge of nothing by our fenfes and un-
du{mnfhu;ﬂ ; but to hear, and {ee, ;mcl think, only as we
chance to be {]]'.'C}-R'JFCI'IEI}-' engaged.

I hope, faid I, that a ftranger may be neutral in thefe di-
vifions: and to fay the truth, your mufic is very far from in-
flaming me to a fpirit of faction ; it is much more like ely to
lay me afleep. Ours in Perfia fets us all a dancing; but I am
quite unmoved with this.

Do but fancy it moving, returned my friend, and you will :

foon be #oved as much as others, It is a trick you may learn
when you will, with a little pains: we have moft of us learnt
it in our turns,

AT e AT A B
e

Bl T T B A,

Serim ¢ Mirza gt Ipahan.

From London.

Was this morning prefent at a L"[it.'crﬁon extremely different
from the opera, of which I have 2 given thee a defeription,
and they tell me itis peculiar to this cou lmj, The fpectators
were pl'u ed in gulfLIICb of an open circus: below lhﬁm was an
area filled, not with cunuchs and muﬁcmns, but with bulls
P and
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_J.L., as you are pleafed to call it; but I could wifh, upon

s s a0y o O 8 ITL

dogs and fighting ‘men. " The pleifure/was to fee

en give and

':1': W (':]:'.‘," :!:1(,], Ir_r;t‘JLL,' o1
receive many wounds; which the:
with (howers of money, gr I
ts were more or lefs hurt.
for the poor beafts which were fi
OTF'.L']': but -.1|_ .J{'.-?;.:.-'.-'-'.-'.’ r’.{'."."{rJ:'.:'..

{enfe of injury, could {pill the

ers l.\_l“lll--lll.':.:..i.i
rtion as the
npafiion

LG N |

C l"l""'\l"il""‘

f-' emed to me- to deferve
as a proof of the martial genius of
d I could difcover in that ferocity

i 1
& -Frenchiman , who fate near me, was much \..\_“r‘-\ d at the

barbarity of the fight, and reproached my friend who brought
[ e | - . L | ¥
me thither witii the {"Wlljn‘n (11|']Uin.l1}14. of the E iith, 1n

delighting in fuch lpuur gs; M\ friend agreed with him in
I

o
general, and allowed that it ought not to be encouraged in
a civilized ftate: but a gentleman who was placed juft above
them calt a very four ]OJIx at both, and did not feem at all of
their opinion. He was dreft in a fhort black wig, had his
boots on, and held in his hand a L‘:nﬁ' whi'), which, when the
fellow fll‘.il_\hl ﬂu:lli_}-‘ he would crack s ]ul][l by w ay of appro-
bation. One would have thought h\ his afpe& that ]._ had

fought fome prizes himfelf, or at lealt that he had received a
~mml part of his education in this place, His difcourfe was as
mhgh as his figure, but did not appear to me to want fenfe.
I fuppofe, Sir, faid he to my friend, that you have been bred
at court, and therefore I am not furprized that you do not
relith the bear-garden :- but let me tell you, Liu-t if more people
came hither, and fewer loitered in the drawin 1g-T 1
not be the worle for Old Encland. We are indee

% ; £
certain occa TOHS, we were not quite lo croi/. 1 his s*cnt!.-nc'.-
and effeminacy in our manners \.|H foften 'us by degrees into

i

laves, and we fhall grow to hate fighting in earneft, when we
g do

&
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do not love to fee it in jeft. You fine gentlemen are for the
tafte of Modern Rome, fqueaking eunuchs and corruption:
but I am for that of Ancient Rome, gladiators and l]|J._]'H
And as for the barbarity which the foreigner there upbraids us
with, I can tell him of a French king whom their nation is

ery irum’l ﬂf that a&ed much more .”c’xf:'ﬁ.?ti’:.’ V5 for he {hed
the blood of millions of his fubje&s out of duwm]- ‘ht wanton-
nefs, and butchered his innocent neighbours without any caufe
of quarrel, only to have the nlm} of being eftee med zhe

greatef? {J:,;...ff-pf:'zer in Europe.

Y B R R AN

Serim o Mirza gt Ifpahan.

From: Londomn:

--md I”r \,]1 en A (a{]Ll"I -I!]i--{_]].\{_.‘]'L.__

T is” the law of E:
his creditors may. fhut him u

e, for all his life, umlefs he pays

y 10 1*.'.‘.I\.! and keep

him there, 1if they ple
the whole of what ]-h. OWes.

1
| me, the other

day, to one of thofe prifons: my heart'is ‘lE heavy with the
remembrance of the objeéts 1 faw there.  Among the various
caules of their undoing, fome are of fo extraordinar nd,

that I c: innot help ml L‘ 1o them to thee. One of the prifon

ks the nioft fettled melancholy,

hJuJ{lJlLi .'."

sy
I nagd peEEn ma

'c'i} an cafy fortune, and lived very happ

th a lawyer, ‘whoy

1 good while ; till he became acquainted s

P R _1. 154
¥5 01 h]h 11 3 1'.‘1. ICKLIY dil-

Al . 3
in looking over fome old writi .
m a right to an eftate

covered certain parchments th:
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PERSIAN LETTERS.

in the pofieflion of onc of his neighbours : upon which he was
perfuaded to go to law; and, after profecuting his fuir for
twenty years, with a vexation that had almofl turned his brain,
he made the lawyer’s fortune, reduced his neighbour to beg-
gary, and had no fooner gained his caufe, but his creditors
{eized on both cftates, and fent him to enjoy his vi&tory in a
jail.
A fecond informed me, that he was a citizen, and born to
a confiderable eftate, but being covetous to improve it, had
married a very rich heirefs, who was fo vaftly gentes/ in her
expences, and found fo many ways of doing credit o herlelf
and her hufband, that the quickly fent him from his new houfe
near the court, to the lodgings in which 4 ifound him. Why
did not you divoree her, faid I to'him, when you found that
her extravagance would be your ruin ? Ah, Sir, replied he, I
{hould have been a happy man, if I could have caught her
with a gallant; I might then have got rid of her by law:

but, to my forrow, fhe was virtuous as well as ugly; her

only paflions were equipage and gaming.—I was infinitely
furprized, that a man fhould wifh to find his wife an adultrefs,
or that he fhould be obliged to keep her to his undoing, only
becaufe {he was not one.

Another faid, he was a gentleman of a good family, and
having a mind to rife in the flate, fpent fo much money to
purchafe a feat in parliament, that, though he fucceeded pretty
well in his views at court, the falary did net pay the debt ;
and being unable to get himfelf chofe again at the next eledion,
he loft his place and his liberty both together,

The next that I fpoke to was reputed the beft fcholar in
Europe: he underftood the Oriental languages, and talked to
me in very good Arabic.

I afked how it was poffible that fo learned a man fhould be
in want, and whether all the books he had read could not

keep him out of jail? Sir, faid he, thofe books are the very
things




B B T EAGR IV.
things that brought me hithet. Would to God I had been
bred a cobler. T fhould then have poflefled fome ufeful know-
ledge, and m ight have kept my family from ftarving: but the
world which I read of;, and that I lived in, were fo very dif-
ferent, that I was undone by the force of fpeculation.

There was another who had been bred to merchandize, but
being of too lively an imagination for the dulnefs of trade,
he applied himlelf to poetry, and m’glkcrmt_g his other bufinefs,
was {oon reduced to the ftate I faw him in: but he aflured me
he fhould not be long there; for his lucky confinement having
given him more leifure for ftudy, he had quitted poetry,. and
taken to the mathematics, by the means of which he had i’oumi
out the longitude, and expe&ted to obtain a great reward,
which the government promifed to the difcoverer. I puceivcd
he was not in his perfeét fenfes, and pitied fuch an odd fort of
frenzy, But my compaflion was mhmtcly greater for fome
unhappy laeopla. who were fhut up in that miferable place, by
having loft their fortunes in the public funds, or in private
PrUJL&'a, of which this ase and country have been very fruit-
ful, and which, under LhL fallacious notion of great rld\.amagﬁ'.
drew in the unwary to their deftruétion. 1 afked in what
dungeon they were confined, who had been Lhc: undoers of thefe
wrcrt,ln.:l men ? but, to my great furprize, was informed, that
the contrivers of fuch wicked projects had lefs reafon than moft
men in England to be afraid of a jail. Goed heaven! faid I,
can it be pmhbk that, in a country governed by laws, the in-
nocent, who are cheated out of all, fhould be put in prifon,
and the villains who cheat them Idt at liberty | With this re-
flexion I ended my enquiries, and wifhed myfelf fale out of a
land where fuch a mockery of juftice is carried on.

109
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[ LA R Dl A,

SELiM fo Mirza at prﬂh{?n.
From Londomn.

Was the other day in a houfe where I faw a fight very ftrange

to a Perfian. ‘There was a number of tables in the room,
round which were placed feveral fets of men and women. They
feemed wonderfully intent upon fome birs of j‘crrf":;ft' paper
which they held in their hands. I imagined at firft that lhu
were performing fome magical ceremony, and that the izrrmw

I faw traced on the bits of paper, were a myitical tal 1111‘1‘111 or

charm, What mere confirmed me in this belief was the
grimaces and diltortions of their countenances, much like thofe
of our mngic];ms in the a¢t of conjuring : but enquiring of the
gentleman that introduced me, 1 was told they were at play,
and that #/ss was the favourite diverfion of both fexes.

We have quite another way of diverting ourfelves with the
women in .[u ha, anfy wered I. But I fee
if they are merry, why do not they laugh, or

no figns of mirth

among them :
£
fing, or jump about? If I may ;:.d.-_ of their hearts by their

I_ -1 ¥
100]-& half of lhu ¢ revellers are ready to hang th emfelves!
tor ver ¥ 1=\(|\. thf v are ]ui nfr

That may be, faid my friend;
more than they are worth.—How! {aid T ,d o you ca

—Yes, Et‘p]tcd he, they never are thoroughly E‘ leafed unlefs ¢
whole fortunes are at ftake. Thofe cards, you fee 1'

are to decide whether he who is now a man of quality !]|:nl be
w -’
a beggar; or another who 1s now a deggar, :1:]..] has but juft

o furnith out one night’s play, fhall be

a man of

enough

3 : The
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The /aff , faid I, 1s in the right; for he :
but what L\Lui-, can be thoug 111 on for the former ? Are the
nobility in England fo 111L1L!tm_z‘.‘. to wealth and honour, to ex-

pole them w[[lmlll.' L]lu leaft neceflity ? I muit believe that they

are generally fwre of winning, and that thofe rbey play wit

fed 1
."E‘-{?'._:. -l'.‘.'L" a¢ f III r-"n b ,l'Ir t.".f-'.-_‘/'.f'.’_
if 1]1-_ [1‘-,_]-\\_ was only r"'l'.'-_f'...".” anfwered he, it would |
? ?
tolerable : but their adverfaries engage them af great advantace
& ]

and are too wife to leave any thing to fortune. i

This comes, faid I, of your being allowed the ufe of wine.
If thefe gentlemen and ladies were not quite smtoxicated with
that curfe d liquor, they could not poflibly a& 10 abfurdly.—
But why does not the Ic]l.umlncm take care of them when
they are in that condition? Methinks the fellows that 7o/ them
in this manner fhould be brought to juftice.

Alas! anfwered he, thefe chests are an innocent fort of
people. They only prey upon the wices and Juxury of a few
]-::crm';'f:.f;’frrs : but there are ozbers who raife eftates Iw} the miiferies
and ruin of their country; who game not with their own
money, but with that of the pu je, and {ecurely play away
the fubftance of the r,-.='1-’~.-."[.r-'.i and the widow, of the bufbandm:
and the srader. 'Till juftice 1s done upon thefe, the others
have a right to in 1Juu'm\ : and it i1s no {candal to fee lrr;-m:g?.;-;r'_:

live like gentlemen, where ﬂa:‘;f'-;.-:-!-'.e‘:;',-‘ live like prince

3
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E b T E/R, VL

SELiM o Mirza at Il’lmlmn.

From Londom.

"T'THOU wouldft be aftonifhed to hear fome women in this

country talk of ‘love : their difcourfes about it are as re-
fined as their notions of paradife, and they exclude the pleafure
of the fenfes out of both. But however fatisfed they may be
in the world to come with fuch vifionary joys, it is my opi-
nion, that the nicelt of them all, if fhe were to enjoy her pa-
radife here, would make it a Mahometan one. I had lately a
converfation on this fubjeét with one of thefe platonics (for that
is the title they affe&). In anfiver to all her pretty reafonings,
I told her the following tale of a fair lady, who was a platonic

like herfelf,

Zhe Loves of Ludovica and Honoria,

THE city of Genoa has been always famed, above any town
in Europe, for the refinement of its gallantry. It is common
there for a gentleman to profefs himfelf the humble fervant of
a handfome woman, and wait upon her to every public place
for twenty years together, without ever feeing her in private,
or being entitled to any greater favours than a kind look, or a
touch of her fair hand. Of all this fighing tribe, the moft ena-
moured, the moft conftant, and the moft refpectful, was fignos
Ludovico.

His miftrefs, Honoria Grimaldi, only daughter to a fenator
of that name, was the greatcft beauty of the age in which the

4 lived,
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lived, and, at the fame time, the coyeft and moft referved.
So great was her nicety in the point of Tove e, that alt hmtg_‘h the
LOnicl not be infenfible to the addreffes of fignor Ludovico, yet
{he could not bring herfelf to think of “-*[r\mn her lover;
which, fhe faid, was admitting him to freedoms L.i‘]ui'i.'l_)’ incon-
fiftent with the refpe& that rh aracter leqq res. In vain did he
tell her of the violence of his paf flion for her. She anfwered,
that hers for him was no lefs violent: but it was his mind
loved, and could C‘IJ]U\' that without going to bed to him.
Ludovico was ready to defpair at thele difcourfes of his miftrefs.
He could not but admire fuch fine fentiments, yet he withed
fhe had not been quite fo perfect. He writ her a very melancholy
letter : and fhe returned him one in verfe, full of fublime ex-
preflions about love ; but not a word that tended to fatisfy the
poor man'’s llnp'ltlf.nu At laft he applied himfelf to her
father; and, to engage him to make ufe of his : authority,
offered to take Honoria without a portion. 'The father, who
was a plain man, was m::"]ml\ ]wlmJLd W Lah this propefal, and
made no diffculty to promife him fuccefs. Accordingly he
very roundly told his da wghter, that fhe muft be married the
next day, or go to a nunner y. This dilemma ftartled her
very much, I] 1;11“ of all ]‘cr repugnance to the mar:'iugr,-
bed, the found fomething about her ftill more averfe to the
idea of a cloifter. An abfolute feparation from Ludovico was
what f{he could not bear: it was even worfe than an abfolute
conjunétion, In this diftrefs fhe did not know what to do;
the turned over above a hundred romances to fearch for prece-
dents; and, after many ftruggles with herfelf, refolved to fur-
render upon terms, She lhu fore told her lover that the con-
{ented to be his wife, provided fhe might be fo by degrees:
and that, after the ceremony was over, he would not pretend
at once to all the rights and privile ges of a hufband ; but allow
her modefty leifure to make a 31.:(511.11 and d;tu-t retreat,
Ludovico did not like fuch a capitulation; but, rather than

Q not
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not have her, he was content to pay this laft compliment to
her caprice. - They were married : and, at the end of the firft
month, he was very happy to find  himfelf arrived at the
full enjoyment of her lips.

While he was thus gaining ground, inch by inch, his father
died, and left him a great eftate in the ifland of Corfica. His
prefence was neceflary there; but he could not think of part-
ing from Honoria, They embarked together, and Ludovico
had good hopes, that he fhould not only take pofleflion of his
eftate, but of his wife too, at his arrival. Whether it was,
that Venus, who is faid to be born out of the {ea, was more
powerful there than at land, or from the freedom which is
ufual aboard a fhip, it is fure, that, during the voyage, he was
indulged in greater liberties than ever he had prefumed to take
before: nay, it is confidently afferted, that they were fuch li-
berties, as have a natoral and irrefiftible tendency to overcome
all feruples whatfoever. But while he was failing on with a
fair wind, and almoft 7z zhe port, fortune, who took a pleafure
to perfecute him," brought an African corfair in their way,
that quickly put 4n end to their dalliance, by making them
his flaves.

Who ‘can exprefs the affliG®ion and defpair of this loving
couple, at fo fudden and ill-timed a captivity I Ludovico faw
himfelf deprived of his virgin-bride on the very point of ob-
taining all his wifhes : and Honoria had reafon to apprehend,
that fhe was fallen into rougher hands than his, and fuch as no
confiderations could reftrain.  But the martyrdom fhe looked
for in that inflant 'was unexpectedly deferred till they came to
fanis.  The corfair, feeing her o beautiful, thought her a
miftrefs worthy of his prince: and to him he prt:!l-:flc'd her at
their landing, in fpite of her own, and her hulband’s tears, —
O unfortunate end of all her pure and heroical fentiments !
Was it for this that her favours were fo long and fo obftinately
denied 'to 'the tender Ludovico, to have them ravifhed in a

moment
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moment by a rude barbarian, who did not fo much as thank
her for them? But let us leave her in the feraglio of the. dey,
and fee what became of Ludovico after this cruel feparation, The
corfair, finding him unfit for any labour, made ufe of him to teach
his children mufic, in which he was perfeétly well tkilled. This
fervice would not haye been very painful, if it had  mot been for
the remembrance of Honoria, and the thought of the brutali-
ties fhe was expofed to. Thele were always in his head, night
and day, and he imagined, that fhe bad, by this time, killed
herfelf, rathet than fubmit to fo grofs a violation, But while
he ‘was thus tormenting himfelf for one woman, he gave equal
uneafinefs to another. His mafter’s wife faw him often from
her window, and fell violently in love with him.—-The African
ladies are utter ftrangers to delicacy and refinement. She made
no {eraple to acquaint him with her defires, and fent her fa-
vourite flave to introduce him by night into her chamber.
Ludovico would fain have been excufed, being athamed to
commit f{uch an infidelity to his dear Honoria: but the flave
informed him, that if he hoped to live an hour, he muft
comply with her lady’s inclinations 3 for that, in Afiic, re-
fufals of that kind were always revenged with {word or poifon.
No conftancy could be ftrong enough to refift fo terrible a
menace : he therefore went to the rendezvous at the time ap-
pointed, where he found a miftrels infinitely more complying
than his fantaftical Ttalian. But in the midft of their endear-
ments they heard the corfair at the door of his wife's apart-
ment. Upon the alarm of his coming, the frighted lover made
the beft of his way out of the window; which not being very
high, he had the good fortune to get off unhurt. The corfair
did not fee him3; but by the confufion his wife was in, he
fufpe@ed that fomebody had been with her. His jealoufy di-

re@ed him to Ludovico: and though he had no other proof

than bare fufpicion, he was determined to punifh him feverely ;
and, at the fame time, fecure himfelf for the future. He
Q2 therefore
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therefore gave orders to his eunuchs to put him in the fame
condition with themfelves; which inhuman command was
performed with a Turkifh rigour far more defpemtc and com-
pleat than any fuch thing had been ever pra&ifed in Italy, But
the change this operation wrought upon him, fo m‘;prowd his
voice, I.Imf he became the fineft finger in all Afric. His re-
putation was fo great, that the dey of Tunis fent to beg him
of his mafter, and preferred him to a pI:lcc in his own feraglio.
He had now a free accefs to his Honoria, and an opportunity
of contriving her efcape. To that end he fecretly hired a thip
to be ready to carry them off, and did not doubt but he fthould
find her very unhlw to accompany his ﬂ1ghl It was not
long before he faw l1u. and '.'c-u may imagine the excefs of her
joy, at fo firange and agreeable a 1urpr|.-:c.

Can 1t be pmubh, cried the; can it be poflible that I fee
you in this place! O my dear: Ludovico, I fhall expire in the
plt&iurc of your embraces. But by what magic could you get
in, and deceive the v vigilance of my tyrant and his ﬂlnllJ'S-

My habit will inform you, anfwered he, in a toiLcr tone of
voice than fhe had been ufed to: T am now happy ‘in the
lofs which I have fuftained, fince it furnithes me with the
means of your delivery.  Truft yourfelf to me, my dear
Honoria, and I will take you out of the power m this bar-
barian, who has fo little regard to your delicacy.” You may
now be happier with me Ih.ul you was bLfolr:, as I fhall not
trouble you with thaje coarfe jvf icitations which gave you fo
much uneal 1mf« We will love with the purity of ange els, and
leave fenfual enjoyments to the vulgar, who have not a relifth
i".ll } "I ‘elL.. LLJL_.

Ih,nl i id Jmmrm, are you really no man? No, replied
he; but I have often heard you fay, “that your love was only
to my mind: and that, I do aflure you, is flill the fame.
Alas] faid the, I am forry mineis altered ; but fince my being

here, T'am turned Mahometan, and my religion will not {llﬂt,l'

5 me
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me to run away with an unbcliever., My new hufband has
taught me certain  dodtrines unknown to me before; 1n, the
practice of which I am refolved to live and die. | Adieu! T tell
thee, my confcience will not permit me to have a longer
verfation with fuch an infidel.

Thus ended the Loves of Ludovico a#d Honoria.
AR R R
] S =i b S D1l < SRR E

Sevim 70 Mirza ar Hpahan.
From Londons

Have received thy anfwers to my letters with a pleafyre,

which the diftance I am at from my friends, and country,
rendered greater than thou wouldlt believe. I find thee very
impatient to be informed of the government and policy of this
country, which I promifed to fend thee fome account of : but
though I have been diligent in my enquiries, and loft no time
fince my arrival here, 1 am unable to anfwer the queftions
thou demandeft of me, otherwife than by acknowledging miy
ignorance.

I have, for inftance, been often aflured that the Englifh
parliament is a check to the king's authority : and yet [ am
well informed, that the only way to advancement at court, is
to gain a feat in parliament.

The houfe of commons is the reprefentative of the nation;
neverthelefs there are many great fowns which fend  #o depu-
ties thither, and many hamlets almoft uninhabited, that have

1
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of fending zwo. Several members have never feen their ele@ors,
and feveral are ele@ted by the parliament, who were rejeéed
by the people. “All the electors fwear not to /e// their voices:
yet many of rhf- candidates are undone by the expence of duying
them. This whole affair is involved in d:cp myftery, and in-
explicable cl:i[u‘mt:cs.

‘Thou afkeft if commrerce be as ﬂml]'iﬂﬁng as formerly ? Some,
whom I have confulted on that head, fay, it is now in its me-
ridian : and there is really an appearance of its being (o ;- for
luxury: 1s ])FDdI'T[{‘ﬂﬂ“ enuﬂﬂ_d and it is hard to imagine
how it can be fupported without an inexhauftible trade. But
others pretend, that.zbis very luxury is a pmof of its decline:
and they add, that the ;‘Jmm’.r and oillanies in all the trading
companies are fo many inward potfum which, if not fpeedily
expelled, will deftroy it intirely in a little time.

Thou wouldft know if property be fo fafely guarded as 1s
generally believed. It is certain, that the whole power of a
ng of }:ugl and cannet force an acre of land from the weakeft
of his fubjeéts ; buta knavifb attorney will take away his whole
eftate by thofe very Jews which were defigned for its fecurity.
Nay, if I am not mifinformed, even thofe who are chofen by
the people to be the great guardians of property, have {fome-
times taken more from them in one feflion of parliament, for
:the moft ufelefs expences, than the moft abfolute monarch could
venture to raife upon the moft urgent occafions.

Thefe, \-“Iirza, are the contradittions that perplex me. My
judgement is bewildered in uncertainty: I doubt my own ob-
fervations, and diftruft the relations of others. More time, and
better information, may, perbaps, clear them up to me; till
then, modefty forbids me to impofe my conjeures upon thee,
after the manner of Chriftian travellers, whofe prompt decifions
are the effe& rather of folly than penetration,

L ET-
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Secim o Mirza at Ifpahan,
From London.

S I now underftand E;:'rfﬂ'/i pretty well, I went laft night
with fome friends to fee a play. The principal charader
was a young fellow, who, in the {pace of three or four heurs

that the a&ion lafted, cuckolds two or three hufbands, and de- -

bauches as many virgins. I had heard that the Englifh theatre
was famous for killing people upon the ftage: but this author
was mote for propagating than deflroying.

There were a great many ladies at the reprefentation of this
modeft performance; and though they fometimes hid their
faces with their fans (I fuppofe for fear of thewing that they
did ‘nop bluﬂn; yet, in- general, they feemed to be much de-
]qh]_a::d \.-'1t[1 t’lt_ fﬂ ffﬁ;’h’“_':mw\r hr-mical Flp!mta I ml]ﬁ:
confefs, faid I, this Cntc:HmmU]t is far more zatural than the
opera, and I do not wonder that the ladies are moved at it:
but if in Perfia we allowed our women to be prefent at fuch
fpefiacles as, thefe, what would fignify our bolts, our bars, our
eunuchs? though we fhould double our jealouly and care; they
would foon get the better of all rfhr‘mt, and put in practice
thofe leflons of the ftage, which it is fo much pleafanter to acr
than to sesHoOLD.
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SeriM 2o Mirza af Ipahan,

From- Londen.

f& Friend carried me lately to an aflembly of the lean monde,
which is a meeting of men and women of the firft fafhion.
The croud was fo very great, that the two fexes promifcuouly
prefied one another in a manner that feemed very extraordinary
to Oriental eyes. T obferved a young man and a beautifal
young woman {itting in a_window together, and whifpering
one another with fo much earneftnefs, that neither the great
noife in the room, nor number of paflengers who rubbed by
them continually, gave them the leaft difturbance. They
looked at one another with the moft animated tendetnels : the
lady, efpecially, had in her eyes fuch a mixture of /oftnefs and
defire, that I expe@ed every moment to fee them withdraw ; in
order to fatisfy their mutual impatience, 1n a manner, that even
the European liberty would not admit of in fo public a place.
I made my friend take notice of them, and afked him Aow long
they bad been married @ He {miled at my miftake, and told me,
they were z0¢ married ; that the Jady, indeed, had been mar-
ried about a year and half, to a man that ftood at a little dif.
tance; but that the gent/esman was an unmarried man of qua-
lity, who made it his bufinefs to corrupt other mens wives,
That he had begun the winter with this lady, and that this
was her firf? affair of that fort; her hufband and {he having

married for lve.
As I had heard of many employed in the fame manner, and
could not perceive that they did any thing elfe, I afked my
friend,




{riend, if ‘there was any_Jfeminary, any public foundation {or
educating young men of quality to this profefiion ; and whether
they could carry on the bufinefs without frequent interruptions
from the refpedlive hufbands ? I will explain the whole matter
to you, fays he, ‘There is, indeed, no public foundation or
academy for this purpofe ; but it depends upon the private care
of their feveral parents, who, if I may ufe the expreflion, »ega-
tively breed them up to this bufinefs, by making them en-
tirely unfit for any other : for, lefl their fons fhould be di-
verted from the profeffion of gallantry by a dull application to

graver ftudies, they give them a very fuperficial tin&ure of

learning, but take care to inftrudt them thoroughly in the
more fhewifh parts of education, fuch as mufic, dreffing, dan-
cing, &c. By which means, when they come to be men, they
naturally prefer the gay and eafy converfation of the fair fex,
and are well received by them. As for the huibands, they are
the people in the world who give them the leaft difturbance :
but, on the contrary, generally live in the ftrifleft intimacy
with thofe who intend them the favour of cuckoldorn. The
marriage contract being here perpetual, though the caufes of it

are of {hort duration, the moft fenfible men are defirous of

having fome affiftance to fupport the burthenfome perpetuity.
For inftance, every man marries either for money, or for love—
In the firft cafe, the mozney becomes his own as {oon as the wife
does ; fo that, having sad what be wanted from ber, he is very
willing fhe fhould have what fbe wanted from any body rather
than from him. He is quiet at home, and fears no 7¢-
proaches.

In the latter cafe, zhe beauty he married foon grows familiar
by uninterrupted poffeffion: his own greedinefs furfeited him ;
he is afhamed of his difguft, or at leaft of his indifference, after
all the tranfports of his firft defire ; and gladly accepts terms of
domeftic peace through the mediation of a lwver.

R There
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There are, indeed, fome ncc-ption" . {ome hufbands, who,
plcﬂ,tmw an old miftaken pumt of honour to real peace and
quict at home, difturb their wives pleafure: but they are very
few, and are very ill looked upon.
I ﬂnn ked my friend for explaining to me fo extraordinary a
p:cu of c!&fﬂv-w seconomy 3 but could not help telling him, that,
i my mind, ex» Perfian metbod was more reafonable, of having
lrweral wives under the care of one eunuch, rather than ome wife
under the care of feveral lovers.
e e VTR e
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Serim #e Mirza at Ifpahan.
From London-.
AN E have often read together and admired the little hiftory
Perfian Let- of the Troglodytes, “related by our countryman Libcc,

-.,{\1| r,with a {pirit pealnr to his writings. Unequal as [ am to the
et xi. 10 jmitation of {o excellent an ‘lut]'!m I have a mind, in a con-
f tinuation of that flory, to fhew thee by what il"‘p': and
' through what changes, the original good of fociety is over-
turned, and mankind become chkuiu and more miferable in
a flate of government, than they were when left in a flate of
nature.

Continuation gfﬁi‘u HISTORY ¢f tbe TROG LODYTES.

The Troglodytes were fo affected with the virtue of the good

i old man who refufed the crown which they had offered, that
they determined to remain without a king. The love of the
pub}u. was {o ftrong in every IJHUCLN”H', that there was no need
of authority to enforce obedience. 'The law of nature and un-
corrupted reafon was engraven on their hearts: by that alone
2 they
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they governed all their actions, and on that alone they efta-
hlllh.,d all their bhappine(s. But the moft perfect felicity of
mortal men is fulUu:t to continual difturbance. Thofe barda-

rians, whom they had defeated fome time before, f{lirred up by
a defire of revenge, invaded them again with greater forces.
They fell upon them unawares, cammed off their flocks and
herds, burnt their houfes, and led their women captive: every
thing was in confufion, and the want of order made them inca-
pable of defence. They foon found the neceflity of uniting
under a fingle chief. As the danger required vigour and ala-
crity, they }‘,lltt_n.l&,d upon a young man of n:lh g LlaiJ"_\l courage,
and placed him at their ‘head, He led them on with fo
much fpirit and good condué, that he {foon forced the enemy
to retire, and recovered all the fpoil.

The Troglodytes ftrewed flowers in his way, and, to reward
the fervice he had done them, prcfcntad him with the moft
beautiful of the virgins he had delivered from captivity. But,
animated by his muum, and unwilling to'part with his com-
mand, he advifed them to make themfelves amends for the
lofles thu, had 1L|ﬁu1=n.d by carrying the war into the enemy’s
country ; \Rim_l], he faid, ‘u()h]u not be able to refift their vic-
torious arms. Defirous to punifh thoft wicked men, they very
gladly came into his l)rop-r“.ll But an old Troglodyte ftanding
up in the affembly, endeavoured to perfuade them to -JLnl]Lt
councils, ¢ The c-nudnua of God, faid he, o my Lr.u_z_.lh_\ men,
¢ has given us iu’mgtu to repulfe our enemies; and they have
¢ paid very dearly for molefting us. What more do you cl-,:f:rnr
¢ from your vi@ory, than peace and fecurity to yourfelves, re-
< pentance and fhame to your invaders? Itis proj pofed to invade
¢ them in your turn, and you are told it will be cafy to fubdue
¢ them. But to what end woulc
“ are no longer in a condition to “hurt you? do you defire to

] you umu-',L them, when they
¢ tyrannize over them? Have a care that in Jearning to be #y-

¢ rants, you do not alfo learn to be flaves. If vou 1\|1'.J'\V how
R 2 £to
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¢ to'value liberty as you ought, you will not deprive others of
¢ it, who, though unjuft, are men like yourfelves, and fhould
¢ not be -:Jppr{:ﬁm:].1

This wife remonftrance was not heeded in the temper the
people was then in,  The fight of the defolations that had been
caufed by the late irruption, made them refolve on a viclent re~
venge, Belides, they were now grown fond of war, and the
young men efpecially were eager of a new oceafion to fignalize
their valour. Greater powers were therefore given to the ge-
neral ; and the event was anfwerable to his promifes; for, in a
fhort time, he fubdued all the nations that had joined in the
league againft the Troglodytes. The merit of this fuccefs, fo
endeared him to that grateful people, that, in the heatand riot
of their joy, they unanimoufly chofe him for their king, without
prefcribing any bounds to his authority.  They were teo inno-
cent to fulpeét any abufe of fuch a generous truft, and thoughe
that when virtue was on the throne, the moft abfolute govern~
ment was the beft.

TR R R
LETTER XE

SeLiv fo Mirza a2 Ifl};lhun.

From Londom.

HE firft a& of the new king was to difpofe of the con-
quered lands.  One fhare of them, by general confent, he
allotted to himfelf, and the reft he divided among thofe who
were companions of his viGtory. Diftin&ion of rank and in-
equality of condition, were then firlt introduced among the
Troglodytes: fome grew rich, and immediately comp?ariibn
made others poor. From this fingle root fprung up a thoufand
mifchiefs ; pride, envy, avarice, difcontent, deceit, and violence,
Unheard-of diforders were committed ; nor was any regard paid
to
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to the decifions of ancient cuftom, or the didates of natural
juftice. Particulars could no longer be allowed. to judge of
right ; it became neceflary to detérmine it by ftated laws, The
whole nation applied to the prince, to make thofe laws, and take
care of their execution.  But the prince, unequal alone to fuch
a difficult tafk, was obliged to have recourfe to the oldeft and
wifeflt of his fubjeds for afliftance. He had not yet fo forgot
himfelf, by being feated on a new-ereéted throne, as to imaging
that he was become all-fufficient, or that he was placed there to
govern by his caprice. It was therefore his greateft care, how
to fupply his own defeds by the counfels of thole who were
moft famed for their knowledge and abilities.

Thus a f{enate was formed, which, with the king, compoled
the legiflature; and thus the people freely bound themfelves,
by confenting to fuch regulations, as the king and fenate {hould
cdecree.

%
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Serim fo Mirza. at Ipahan.
From London.
r‘[" H E inftitution of laws among the Troglodytes, was at-
tended with this inevitable ill effe@, that they began to
think every thing right, which was not legally declared to
be a crime. It feemed as if the natural obligations to virtue
were deftroyed, by the foreign inAuence of human authority;
and vice was not fhunned as a real evil, but grew to be thought

a forbidden good.

One Troglodyte faid to himfelf, © I have made advantage of
“ the fimplicity of my neighbour, to over-reach him in a bar-
“ gain: he may reproach me, ]:;1‘133:1};, but he cannot punith
% me; for the law allows me to rob him with his own confent.”
was afked by his friend for a fum of money, which
him fome years before.

Another

].iL.‘ Lzld 1';11E
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Have you any thing to thew for it? anfwered he,

A third was implored to remit part of his tenant’s rent, be-
caufe the man, by unavoidable misfortunes, was become Very
poor. Do not you fee, replied he, that he has flill enough to
maintain his family ? By ftarving them he may find money to
pay me, and the law requires him fo to do.

Thus the hearts of the Troglodytes were hardened; buta
greater mifchief fhll enfued. The laws in their firft framing
were few and plain, fo that any man could eafily underftand
them, and plead his own caufe without an advocate.

Some inconveniencies were found to fow from this. The
rules were too general and loofe: too much was left to the
equity of the judge, and many particular cafes feemed to remain
vndetermined and unprovided for. It was therefore propofed in
the great council of the nation, to {pecify all thofe feveral ex-
ceptions; to tie the jud

i

judges down to certain forms; to explainy
correct, add to, and referve whatfoever might feem capable of
any doubtful er different interpretations. ~ While the matter
was yet in deliberation, a wife old fenator fpoke thus :

“ You are endeavouring, o Troglodytes, to amend what is
*t defective in your laws ; but know, that by multiplying laws,
“ you will certainly multiply defe&ts. Every new explanation
“ will produce a new obje@ion: andat laft the very principles
“ will be loft, on which they were originally formed. Man-
“ kind may be governed, and well governed, under any laws
“ that are fixed by ancient ufe. Befides their being known
“ and underftood, they have a fan&ity attending them, which
* commands obedience: but every variation, as it difcovers a
weaknefs in them, fo it leflens the refpe@; by which alone,
¢ they can be effe@tually maintained.  If fubtleties and diftinc-
tions are admitted to conflitute right, they will equally be
‘ made ufe of toevade it: and if juftice is turned into a fcience,
“¢ injuftice will foon be made a trade.”

-
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SerLim 20 Mirza @t Ipahan,
From London.

S the old man foretold, it came to pafs. The laws were
explained into contradiétions, and digefled into confufion,
Men could no longer tell what was their Izghr and what was
not. A fet of Troglodytes undertook to find it out for all the
reft : but Em,y were far from doing it out of pure benevolence :
their 0]3111!011\. were fold at no 11ttL price; and how falle {oever
they might prove, in the event of the caufe, the money was
never to bL rcturucd Nﬂ:,, the longer the difpute could be
11’L“’[.l{_ltd the more the parties Lomcrnc.d were to pay. This
point being once well eftablithed, caufes, that before were
difpatched in half an hour, now Iaﬂ:—.cl half a century. There
were three courts placed one above another : on the door of the
loweft was writ, Law; on that of the {fecond, Eguity; and on
the Im'u.} Common Senfz. Thele courts ]l'ui_nu connexion
with one another; and a quite different method of proceeding.
No man could go to the laft, without pafling L]mmcrh one nF
the former: and the ; journey was fo tedious, that very few could
fupport the fatigue or the expence. But there was one parti-
cular more 1.;_11':\, than all the reft. It was very feldom that a
man could read a word of the p'lrrhmtut by which he held his
eftate: and rhey made their wills in a ngmm., which neither
they nor their heirs could underftand.
Such were the refinements of the Troglodytes, when they had
quitted the fimplicity of nature; and fo bewildered were they
in the hll:-}'rmth of their own laying out.
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SzrmZo Mirza a# Hpahan.
From London,
I H T religion of the Troglodytes had been hitherto as fimple
as their manners. They loved God as the author of their
hap pinefs : they feared him as the avenger of injuftice; and
they fought to pleate him by doing good. But their morals
being corrupted, their religion could not long continue pure :
fuperftition found means to introduce itfelf, and compleated
their deprav:ltioi:. Their firft king, who had been a conqueror,
! and a law-giver, died, after a long reign, extreamly regretted
and revered by his fubjects. His fon {ucceeded, not by any
claim of hereditary right, but the free ele@lion of the people,
who loved a family that had done them fo many fervices., As
he was fenfible that he owed his crown to their veneration for
the memory of his father, he endeavoured to carry that
veneration as high as poffible.  He built a tomb for him,
| which he planted round with laurels, and caufed verfes to be
i folemnly recited in praife of his atchievements., When he per-
ceived that thefe honours were well received in the opinion of
the public, he thought he might venture to go farther. He got
it to be propofed in the fenate, that the dead monarch fhould be
deified, after the example of many nations round about them,
who had paid the fame compliment to their kings. Thefena-
tors were become too good courtiers, not to give into {o agree-
able a piece of flattery, efpecially as their own honour was con-
cerned in raifing the charaéter of their founder: and the people,
feduced by their gratitude, thought that thofe virtues, which
had rendered him the prote&or and father of his country, very
juftly entitled him to a fubordinate {hare of divinity.
It is not to be conceived how many evils this alteration
produced.
Then
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Then firft the Troglodytes were made to believe, that their
God was to be gained by rich donations ; or that his glory was
| in the wor lm. pomp an 1d power of his }*\1"1-&'.}-; A
temple, faid thofe }llL fts §, 18 l. ke a court: you muft gain the
favour of the minifters, or your petitions w il not be received.
As the people remembered that their new deity had once been
a king, this doétrne feemed plaufible enough: and the priefts
;_":':w abfplute on the m.m_)rf. ot L hey pr rocured for them-
lelves excefhve wealth, exemptions from all public burthens,
and almoft a total 1:31.\-;1;nc|u.rl:., up 1€ civil :au=]'|r,-':'it1«- That
the comparifon between the templ id the court might hold
the better, a great number of ceremonies were in kL“iu] and a
magnificence of drefs was added to them as effential to J'1E,.':||'LL'.'1-'
The women came warmly into this, and were ftill more zealous
than the men in their attachment to the exterior part of de-
votion. By degrees the invifible God, whom their fathers had
worlhiped :lh:lm,, was wholly forgot: and all the vows of the
people were paid to the idol, whofe fuswr{utlmm worfhip was
better adapted to human paffions, and to the gain of the pmhs.
Expiations, luftrations, facrifices, proceflions, and 111 Timages
made up the whole of religion. Thus the piety of the 1 g
lodytes was turned afide from re: ality to form: and it was no
7

longer a confequence, that a very religious was a very hone/s
man,

L 1O
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Serim 70 Mirza at Ula:lhzm.
From London.
N my laft letter I told thee how much the Troglodytes were
depraved in their notions, and in their manners, from their
idolatry, By the arts of the priefthood their cor rruption en-
S crealed
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creafed cvery day: and virtwe, inftead of being affifted, was
overturned by religion itfelf. It was common for a Trog-
lodyte to fay, 1 will plunder my neighbour or the public:
¢ for the anger of our God may be appeafed by an offering
¢« made out of the {poil.”
her quicted his confeience in this manner: ¢ I am,
d, a very great villain, and have injured my factor:
¢« hut I am a conflant attender on all proceflions, and have
¢« orawled thrice round the temple upon my knees.”

A third confefied to a prieft, That he had defrauded his
vard of an eftate, Give half of it to our order, faid the con-

1
feffor, and we will freely endow you with the reit.

Rut the mifchief did not flop even bere. From fan&ifying
trifles, they 11:‘n}cuc-chd to quurrul about them: and the pc:wré
of the fociety was difturbed, to know which impertinence
fhould be preferred. This was the work of the priefts, who
took upon them to declare what was moft agrecable to therr
God : and declared it differently, as it happened that their
paffions or interefts required.  But how fight foever the foun-
dation was, a difpute of this nature never failed to be warmly
carried on. Nobody oncerned himfelf about the morals of
another ; but every man’s opinions were enquired into with
the utmoft rigour : and woe to thofe who held any that were
difliked by the ruling party; for though ncither fide could tell
the reafon why they differed, the difference was never 10 be
forgiven. An aged Troglodyte endeavoured to put a ftop
this pious fury, by reprefenting to them, * That their ancel-
¢ tors, who were better men, had no difputes about religion
¢ but ferved their God in the only unity required by him: a

on.” All the poor man got by this admoni-
d an atheift by all the contending feéts, and
ifand perfecutions, compelled totake refuge

L E T-
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Serim Zo Mirza a¢ Ifpahan,
From London.

HE court had a deeper intereft in the eftablifhment of the

idolatrous priefthood among the Troglodytes, than was at
firft attended to, or forefeen. ‘The very pature of their office
sarticularly attached them to the crown. They were {ervants
of a deified king: and it was no very great firetch of their
fun&ion to deify the living monarch alfo. Accordingly they
preached to all the people with an extraordinary warmth of
zeal, that the family then reigning was divize : that they held
the crown, not by the will of the fociety, but by a pre- eminence
of nature. That to refift their pleafure was refifting God : and
that every man enjoyed his life and eftate by their grace, and
at their difpofal. In confequence of thefe do&rines, his facred
majefty did jult what he thought fit. He was of a martial
genius, and had a firong ambition to enlarge his territories,
To this end he raifed a mighty army, and fell upon his neigh-
bours without a quarrel.

The Troglodytes loft their blood, and fpent their fubftance,
to make their prince trivmphant in a war which could not poi-
fibly turn to their advantage: for the power and pride of their
tyrant increafed with his fuccels. His temper too became fiercer
and more fevere, by being accuftomed to {laughter 2 levaf
tation : fo that his government grew odious to hi
Yet the dazzling glory of his viétories, and the divinit)
were taught to find about him, kept them in awe, and fup-
ported his authority. But Providence would not fuffer him
any longer to vex mankind, He pcriﬂ'wd, with a great pait
of his army, by the united valour of many nations who had
allied themfelves againit his encroachments.  Content with

o 2 11;1'-."111;_;'
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having punifhed the aggreffor and author of the war,, they im-
mediately offered peace to the Troglodytes, upon condition,
that all (hould be refiored which had been taken from them in
the former wars, That nation, humbled by their defeat, very
willingly parted with their conquefls, to purchafe their repofe

L E: T ThE-R T XVIH

Seriu 70 Mirzs a? I{pahan.

From Londor

NDER their thud king, who fucceeded to his father, upon

a new notion of lmru:]]h.n' and divine right, the {pirit of
the government was w holly r!mwtd He was young, and
of a temper much addi@e d to c;_h, and pleafure; yet bred up
with hauh conceits of kingly power, and a royal L]]l.u‘!]’([ to
his pcoplca good. There was a mixture of bwmn 1n 1.15 dif-
pofition, which gave the priefls a great ddvmmfre over him ;
and as his prcr}ucﬁnr had  governed by them, 1|au, Now go-
verned by him.—The people too, in imitatioa of their prince,
foon contra¢ted another charadter; they began to polith and
foften all their manners, The _\'m;zw' 5 .mludx tes were fent te
travel into Perfia: they came back with new drefie €s, NEw re-
finements, new follies, and new vices, Like a plague im-
ported from a mu,mn country, luxury fpread itfelf from thefe
travellers over al tlu, nation. A thoufand wants were created
every day v':..ul nature neither fuggefted nor could {upply.
A thoufind unea

hat occafioned them. When the minds of the
es were thus relaxed, their bodies became weak.
: mplained that the fummer was too hot, and the
winter too celd. They loft the ufe of their limbs, and were

carried

(nefles were felt, u]uLh were as unnatural as
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carried abouton the fhoulders of their flaves. 'The women
brought their children 'with more pain, and even thought
llf_'i‘lf"]‘u\_r too “delicate to nurfe them: they loft their b_.mr}
much fooner than before, and vainly ftrove to 1f:!1‘11r it 1'*-} the
help of art,” Then firft ])h}’ﬂ[l‘l’ls were called in from foreign
lands, to contend with a variety of new diftempers which in-
temperance produced : they came; and the only advantage was,
that thofe who had learned to live at a great expence, now
found the fecret of dying at a greater,

Such was the umditlun of the Troglodytes, when, b;- the
benefit of a lafting peace, they tafled the fiweets of plenty, and
Srew pawe.

SRR
L E T T-B-R - XVII,

Seriv 2o MirzA a2 Iﬁmhan.

TH E ancient Lm-whm} tes were oo bul} in the duties and
cares of fociety, to employ much of their thoughts in {pe.

culation. They were {kilf ul in mechanics and agriculture, the
only fciences for which they had any ufe, Experience taught
them the properties of many medicinal ]1h1al, roots, and plan
with which they cured the few ailments that they w
to in their ferene and temperate life.

At their leifure they amuled themfelves with nd
poetry, and fung the praife of the Divine Being, the beauties
of nature, the virtues of their countrymen, and their own

loves. They thewed a wonderful force of imagination
great number of fables which they invented, under moi
which was concealed fome moral fentiment: but for hil
they contented themfelves with fome fliort
tranfa&ions, drawn from the memory of the oldeft men amon

5 I..J.L..-}

adccounts f?.‘:
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them, and writ without any art; having no paity difputes, no
- . - & & - % I 2% o T} 1

no plots, no intrigues of ftate to record. The al-
teration of their government and manners E-::".:-J_:u:l:d a change

alfo in this refpe&. A great many people withdrew themf{elves
entirely from the offices of life, and became a burthen to their
family and country, under a notion of fludy and meditation.
One fet of them very modeftly undertook to explain all the
{ecrets of nature, and account for her operations, Ancther left
nature quite behind, and fell to reafon about immaterial fub-
ftances, and the properties of fpirits. A third profeffed to
teach reafon by a rule; and invented arguments to confute
common fenfe *. Thefe philofophers (for fo they fliled them-
felves) were to be known from all mankind by a certain air,
made up of bafhfulnefs and prefumption. To diftinguifh them-
felves from the vulgar, they forgot how to fay or do one com-
mon thing like other men.

This rendered their behaviour very aukward, and they were
confcious of it; for which reafon they came little Into com-
pany: yet in private their pride {welled to fuch a pitch, that
they imagined they were arrived at the very top of human
merit, and looked down with contempt on the greateft generals
and beft fervants of the ftate. Among the various {peculations
that this medern fafhion of philofophizing produced, there
were two more pernicious than the reft, and which greatly con-
tributed to the corrupﬂon and ruin of the people, One was,
that vice and virtue were in themfelves indiffcrent things, and
depended only on the laws of every country: the other, that
there was neither reward nor punifhment after this life.—It has
already been obferved how many defeéts the Troglodytes found
in their laws, and how many quibbles were invented to elude

age is not to be underftood as defi
different k F

:L]r._r__- any reflexion upon men of trie learning,
g 3 fuch as the fubtiltes of metaphyfics and
artes, and others, who prefume to ¢xplain and ac-
awn out of their own nnagination,

ount for all dungs by [fpfens

them.
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them, But ftill there was fome reftraint upon their aéions,
while a fenfe of guilt was attended with remorfe, and the ap-
prehenfion of fuffering in another flate. But by thefe two
do@rines men were left at perfe& liberty to fin out of the reach
of the law; and virtue was deprived of glory here, or the
hopes of recompence hereafter. There was a third notion, lefs
impious, indeed, but of very ill confequence to fociety, which
placed all goodnefs and religion in a ree/ufe and contesnplative
way of ije.

The effe@ of this was, to draw off many of the beft and
worthieft men from the fervice of the public, and adminiftra-
tion Ui- the c()r,ur.mnl-‘{_‘alEh, at a 1.‘.1]1(: v.'l!cn their labours were
moft wanted to puta ftop to the general corruption—It is hard
to fay which was moft deftruéive, an opinion that, like the
former, emboldened vice, or fuch a one as rendered virtue im-
potent and ufelefs to mankind—

L E T T ER XL,

Sgrim fo Mirza a¢ Ifpaban.
From London.
X HILE the principles of the people were thus depravéd,
and their underftandings taken oft from their proper
obieés, the court became the centre of immorality and every
kind of folly. Though flattery had been always bufy there,

vet the former kings, who were frequently at war, had been
ufed to a certain military freedom, and there were not wanting
men about them who had courage to tell them truth = but the
effeminacy of the prefent fet of cowmtiers took from them all
{pirit as well as virtue, and they were as ready to fuffer the
bafeft things, as to a& the moft unjuft. The king, wholly

2 devoted
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devoted to his pleafures, thought it fufficient for him to wear
the crown, without {mubi-ng h]mn_]. with any of the cares and
duties belonging to it.  The whole exercife and power of the

government was lodged in the hands of a grand vizir, the firft
of that title which the T'r n]nrle s had ever known. It feemed
inning, to fee the ro yalty tranf~
1 many thought it was deba-
at a lofs how

very flrange to them at tlw beoi

ferred to their fellow-fubi 1eét 3 an

fing it too much. The ‘I]LHH themfelves were

to make out that this fort of monarchy was divine : however,
they found at laft, that the grand vizir was a god by office,
though not by birth, If this diftinétion did not {atis fy the
people, the court and the priclts were not much concerned

about it.—But a prime minifter was not the only novelty

i.!]L'[‘L‘ times }"-J'{iLhIL';L']

1c Troglodytes had always been remarkable for the man-
ner in which [||U, ufed their women, They had a greater
efteem for them than any other of the Eaftern nations. They
admitted them to a conftant fhare in their conv erfation, and
even entrufted them with their pllmu affairs: but they never
fufpe@ed that they had a genius for public bufinefs ; and that
not only their own fumhr.a, but the ftate itfelf, might be go-
verned h}- their dire@ion. They were now convinced of thur
miftake. Several ladies dppc.dn.d together at the helm: the
king's ml{lti. the miftrefs of the nzu, two or three miftrefles

of the vizir's favourite officers, joined in a political confeder acy,

and managed all matters as the ey pleafed. Their lovers gave
nothing, and acted nothing, but by their recommendation and
ad ice. Sometimes indeed they differed among themfelves,

which occafioned great confufions in the ftate. But by thc
pacific labours of um;d fubjeéts, and the king’s interceflion,
{fuch unhappy dn,imus were compoled, and bufinefs went
quietly on again. If there was any defe@ in the politics of
thefe female rulers, 1t was, that Ll]g. could never comprehend
any other point or purpofe in the art of government but fo

much
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much profit o them/elves.  The hiftory of the Troglodytes has
recorded fome of their wife and witty f{ayings.

One of them was told, that, by the great decay of trade, the
principal bank of the city would be broke. What care 17 faid
the, I have laid my money out in land.

Another was warned, that if better meafures were not taken,
the Troglodytes threatened to revolt: I am glad to hear it,
replied fhe ; for if we beat them, there will fome rich confif-
cations fall to me.

HHEAE R AORE
LETEESR © =KX,

SeLiM 20 Mirza gt lfpahan.

From London.

AINF UL experience had, by this time, taught the Trog-

lodytes what their fathers were too happy to fufpeét; that
human nature was not perfec enough to be trufted with z#n-
limited power: they faw an evident neceffity of reftraining that
which had been given to their kings, as well for the dignity
of the crown itfelf, as for the good of the commonwealth.

The whole nation unanimoufly concurred in this refolution;
and that unanimity could not be refifted. They therefore con-
fidered by what means to reform their government, and did 1t
with equal vigour and moderation. It was decreed, that the
crown fhould be preferved to the prince then reigning, out of
refpeét to the family he was of; but that he fhould wear it
under certain limitations, which divided his authority with the
{enate.

To prevent the mifchiefs that might arife from evil minifters,
and the too great power of any favourite, they declared, that
the minifters of the king were the fervants of the people, 1[}13

T cou
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could not be protefted by the court, if they were found difloyal
to the nation,

Under thefe wife regulations the fhattered flate recovered it-
{elf again: their affairs were managed with more difcretion,
and many public grievances were redrefied.  They thought,
that in limiting their monarchy, they had cut the root of all
their evils, and flattered themfelves with a permanen felicity.
But they quickly difcovered that this new fyftem was not
without its inconveniencies. Very favourable opportunities
were fometimes loft by the unavoidable flownefs of their coun-
cils, and it was often neceflary to truft more people with the
fecret of public bufinefs, than could be relied on with fecurity.
There were many evils which the nature of their government
obliged them to connive at, and which grew, as it were, out
of the very root of it. The abufe of liberty was infeparable, in
many points, from liberty itfelf, and degenerated into a fhame-
lefs licentioufnefs. But the principal mifchief, attending on
this change, was the divifion of the fenate into parties. Dif-
ferent judgements, different interefts and paffions, were perpe-
tually clathing with one another: and by the unequal motion
of its wheels, the whole machine went but heavily along.

Yet one advantage arofe from this diforder, that the people
were kept alert, and upon their guard, The animofities and
emulation of particulars, fecured the common-wealth: as in a
feraglio, the honour of the hufband is preferved by the malice
of the eunuchs, and mutual jealoufies of the women.

Upon the whole, the Troglodytes might have been happy
in the liberty they had gained, if the fame public fpirit which
eftablithed, could have continued to mamntainsit.

L ET-
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Seviv fo Mirza a¢ Ilpahan,
From London.

PI' HERE was in the fenate a certain man of great natural
cunning and ptnctratimn, fa@ious, enterprizing, verfed
in bufinefs, and above all, very knowing in the difpofition of
the times in which he lived. This man came {ecretly to the

king, and entertained him with the following difcourfe.
¢ I perceive, Sir, you are very much caft down with the
¢ bounds that have been fet to your autherity : but perhaps you
¢ have not loft fo much as you imagine.—The people are very
¢ proud of their own work, and look with great fatisfaction on
the outfide of their new-ere@ed government ; but thofe who
can fee the infide too, find every thing too rotten and fuper-

ficial to laft very long.

¢ The two things in nature the moft repugnant and incon-
fiftent with each other, are the love of liberty, and the love
of money. The laft is fo ftrong among your {ubjeéts, that
it is impoflible the former can fubfift. I fay, Sir, they-are
not HoNesT enough to be rreE.—Look tound the nation,
and fee whether their manners agree with their conftitution,
¢ Is there a virtue which want does not difgrace, or a vice
which riches cannot dignify? has not luxury infeéted all
degrees of men amongft them ? which way is that luxury to
be fupported? It muft neceflarily create a'nlc'i}cn-d;:ncc:, which
¢ will foon put an end to this dream of liberty. Have you a
mind to fix your power on a fure and lafting bafis? fix it on
the vices of mankind: fet up private intereit againit public;
apply to the wants and vanities of particulars ; fhew thofe
who lead the people, that they may better find their account
in betraying than defending them, This, Sir, is a fhort
T 2 ¢ Plan
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plan of fuch a conduét as would make you really fuperior to
¢ all reftraint, without breaking in upon thefe mominal fecurities
which the Troglodytes are more attached to a great deal than
they are to the things themfelves. If you pleafe to truft the
management to me, I fhall not be afraid of being obnoxious
to the fpirit of liberty; forna little while I will extinguifh
every fpark of it: nor of being liable to the juflice of the
pation ; for my crirme itfelf thall be my proseition.

"
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Serim o0 Mirza atf praimn.

From Londom.

HERE is a very pretty, fair-complexioned girl, who

lodges in a houfe over-a vainft me. She was always ftaring
2t me from her window, and feemed to follicit my regards by
a thoufand little airs that I cannot defcribe, but which touched
me ftill more than all her beauty. At laft T became fo ena-
moured of her, that I refolved to demand her in marriage.
Accordingly 1 went to vifit her in form, and was received by
her mother, a widow gentlewoman, who defired very civilly
to know my bufinefs.

Madam, faid I, I have a garden at Hpahan," adorned with
the fineft flowers in the Eaft: T have the Perfian jafmin, the
Indian rofe, the violet of Media, and the tulip of Candahar :
but I have lately beheld an Englih lily more fair than all
thefe, and far more fweet, which I defire.to tranfplant mto my
garden, 'This lily, Madam, is now in your pofleflion ; and I
come a fuppliant to you that I may obtain it. The old lady,
not conceiving what I meant, began to aflure me very faith-

4 fully
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fully that I was miftakén, for fhe had neither lily nor rofe be-
longing to her.

The lily, returned I, is your lm'ely daughter, whom I come
to afk of you for my wife.

What do you propofe to fettle on her? replied fhe. That
is the firft point to be confidered.—

I will do by her very handfomely, anfwered I; I will fettle
upon her—zwo black eunuchs, an expert old midwite, and fix
or feven very adroit female {laves.

Two blacks, anfwered the, are well enough, but I {hould
think zwo French footmen would be genteeler.

However, Sir, we will not quarrel about her eguipage. The
queftion.is, What provifion you think of making.—

Do not trouble. yourfelf about that, returned I:—She fhall
have meat enough, I warmant you, plenty of rice, and the
beft fberber in all Perfia.

Do not tell me of rice and fberbet, faid the old woman: I
afk what jointure you will give her?

This word ftopped me fhort; for I did not know what a
joimture fignified. At laft fhe explained herfelf, by demanding
of me, how heridaughter was to- live:if I {hould die?

I have an Indian wife, anfwered I, that intends to burn
berfelf as foon as I expire: but.I would not recommend that
method to your daughter:

How! faid fhe,—you are married then-already! Yes, faid I,
in Perfia we are allowed to zake as many women as we can keepr :
and {ome, Tam fure, of the moft fafhionable: men in England
do the fame, only leaving out tbe ceremony.

It is a very wicked p:';:'&icc, anfwered fhe:—but fince it'1s
your religion fo to do, and that' my daughter’'s fortune 1s too
{mall to get a hufband among Chriftians, I am not much averfe
to give her to you upon reafonable terms, becaufe I.am told

yOu are very rich.
- ¥ #

She:
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She had fcarce fpoke thefe words, when ‘my little miftrefs,
who had been liftening to our difcourfe behind the fcreen,
camie out from her concealment, and told her mother, ¢ That
¢ if fo many women were to live together, the was fure there
¢ would be no peace in the family; and therefore {he defired
¢ her to infift on a good pin-mongy (that is to fay, as the term
¢ was explained to me, a great independent allowance) in cafc
¢ her hufband and fhe thould difagree.’

What, faid 1, young lady, do you think already of fepa-
rating your interefls from mine? and muft I be obliged to pay
my wife for living i/l with me, as much as I fhould for living
awell &

No by Hali I will never wed a woman who is fo
determined to rebel againft her hufband, that {he arzicles for it
in the very.contra& of her marriage—

S e M U e N N Y
RO R R R

LETTER -XXHL

Seiv 2o Mirza at Ifpahan.

I'rom London.

"I‘ HERE is at London a native of Aleppo who has refided

here fome years as a private agent for fome merchants of
that city, and paffes for a Jew. They call him Zabulon, but
his true name is Abdallah, the fon of Abderamen. He has
revealed himfelf to me: and I have contracted a great intimacy
with him. 'There never was an honefter, more friendly, or
more valuable man: but he is as much a bigot to all the
Eaftern notions, and as much a ftranger to every thing in Eng-
land, as he was the firft hour of his arrival. For my part,
Mirza, I fet out with a refolution to give up all my hereditary
jprejudices, and form my mind to bear different opinions, as my

body
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body to fufter different climates. Nay, if I may fay fo, I began
my trave els a ﬁ(md while before I went abroad, by 1‘L2:1ding,
ing al 1d 1’:.!011;”_) about 1.'11&': manners and anftitutions

€nquiring

\1'\. .-\_.J
of other countrics. I had lived long enough under the yoke
of an arbitrary government, to fee the 1*111;1"_}; of it, and value

liberty. - I am now come into an ifland where that liberty is
h“l."i’”)’ eftablithed, and where 1 may learn to know it by its
effe@s. This, Mirza, 1s the ftudy that I purfue, and it de-
mands the utmoft attention I can give, In ablolute monar-
chies all depends on the chara@er of - the prince, or of his mi-
nifters : and when that is known, you have little more to
learn: but in mixed ¢ Jovernments, the machine is more com-
plex, and it requires a nicer obfervation to underftand how the

iprings of.it are difpoled, or how they mutually cheque and -

affift each other.

When I talk to Abdallah on this fubjec, he tells me it is
not worth my while to trouble. myfelf about it: for that any
form of government is good if it be well adminiffered. But the
queftion 15, which 1s ,sz.r? likely to be well adminiflered, thatis,
which has 2¢/f fecured 1t1dt by wholefome 1‘ra:a1f0t1 and rea
firaints againit the danger of a bad adminifiration.

L ET T E R XXIV

SeLim zo Mirza a¢ Ifpahan.
From London.

S 1 was walking in the fields near this Lit}' the other
morning, a difbanded {oldier fomewhat in wvears
implored my charity, and, to excite my compaflion,
bared his bofom, on which were the fcars of many
wounds, all received in the fervice of his country. I gladly
relieved
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relieved his wants, and being defirous to inform myfelf of every
thing, fell into difcourfe with him on the war in which he had
ferved. He told me he had been prefent at the taking of ten
or twelve flrong towns, and had a fhare in the danger and
glory of almoft as many vitories. How then, faid I, comes
it to pafs that thou art laid afide? thy ftrength is indeed in its
decline, but not yet walfted ; and I {hould think that experience
would well fupply the lofs of youth. Alas! Sir, anfwered he,
I have a good heart and tolerable limbs, but I want three
inches more of ftature : T am brave and able enough, thank God,
but not quite handfome enough for a foldier.

How then didft thou ferve fo long, returned I? In Flanders,
Sir, faid he, there were fome thoufands fuch ill-looking fellows,
who did very well in a day of battle, but would make no
figure at a review.— Befides, T have no woze for any county, city,
or borough in Exngland ; and therefore could not hope for pre-
ferment in the army, were I ever fo well made. 'This laft ob-
jection appeared to me very odd ; but of all the novelties 1
‘have met with in Europe, none ever furprized me fo much,
as that a qualification for military fervice thould be fuppofed to
confift in fmug looks, and a certain degree of tallnefs, more
than experienced courage, and hardy ftrength.

If women were to raife and employ troops, I {hould not, in-
deed, much wonder at fuch a choice ; but God grant our in-
vincible fultan an army of veteran foldiers, though there were
not a man among them above five feet high, or a face that
would not frighten an enemy with the very fooks of it!

L BX-




LAERE FaECR - XXX

Senmm fo Mirza a¢ Tpahan,
From London.

‘THERE is a fet of people in this country, whofe adivity

is more ufelefs than the idlenefs of a monk. They are

like thofe troublefome dreams which often agitate and perplex

us in our fleep, but leave no impreflion behind them when

we wake. I have fent thee an cluimph made for one of thefe
men of bufinefs, who ended his life and labours -not long ago.

Here lies —— who lived threefcore and ten years in a

continual burry. He bad the bonour gf fitting in fix pgzr'f:'m‘

ments, of being chairman in twenty-five commitiees, and of
making three bundred and fifty [peeches. He attended eonflantly
twice a week at the levies of twelve different minifiers of flate;
and writ for and againfl them one thoufand papers. He
compofed fifty new projels for the better government of the
church and flate. He left bebind bim memoirs of bis own life
in _five volumes in folio.

Reader, if thou fbouldf? be moved to drop a tear for the lofs
of Jo consiperaste A Person, i will be a siNGULAR favour to
the decealed 5 for nobody elfe concerns bimfelf abowt it, or re-
sembers that fuch a man was ever born,

U L ET-
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PERSIAN LETTERS

LETTER XXV

Sergm zo Mirza at Hpahan.

From Londom.

Went with my friend the other day to a great hall, where
Al the courts of law were fitting together. Behold, faid he,
the temple of jufice, the fandtuary of privilege and night,,
which our mightieft monarchs have not been able to violate
with impunity. Behold the lowelt of our commons contend-
ing here with the higheft of our nobles, unawed by their dig-
pity or power. See thofe venerable fages on the bench, whole
ears are deaf to follicitation, and their hands untainted with:
corruption, See alfo thofe twelve men, whom we call the
jury, the great bulwark of our property and freedom. But
then caft your eyes on thofe men in black that fwarm on every
Gide. Thefe are the. priefts of the temple, who, like moft cthes:
prieﬂ:s, have turned their miniftry into a trade : they have per-
slexed, confounded, and encumbered law, in order to make
themfelves more neceflary, and: to drain the purfes of the
people.—1 have heard, faid I, that the laws of England are
wifely. framed and impartially adminiflered. The old Gethic
ile.we are now in, replied my friend, will give you a jult idea
of their frufture. The foundations of it are deep'and very
lafting 3 it has ftood many ages, and 1 ith good repairs may
ftand many more ;3 but the archite@ure is loaded with a multi-
plicity of idle and ufelefs parts: when you examine it criti-
cally, many faults and imperfe@ions will appear ; yet upon the
whole it has a mighty awful air, and ftrikes you with reverence.
Then as to the adminiftration of our laws, the difference be-
eween us and other countries is hittle more than this, that there
they fell juftice iz the grofi, and here we fell it 2y retail. In

1 I’Ci‘ﬁa‘t

o




EZEFT X sE R $XXYL
Perfia the cadi pafles fentence for a round fum of money: in
England the judge indeed takes nothing, but the attorney, the
advocate, every officer and retamner on the court, raife treble
that fum upon the client. The condition of juftice is like that
of many women of quality: they themfelves are above being
bought, but every fervant about them muft be feed, or thereis
no L:{L-.-:;.-';:g at thern, 'The difinterefted fpirit of the lady is of
no advantage to- the fuitor; he is undone by the rapine of her

¥ I
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LETTER XXVIL

Secim fo Mirza az Hpahan.

From London.

TOLD thee, in my laft letter, a converfation I had with

my friend upon the pra&tice of law in this country, What
is peculiar to us, continued he, in judicial proceedings is, that
no diferetionary power is lodged either in the judge or the jury;
but they are to dire& and determine altogether by the Jetter of
the lgw. In France, and other parts of Europe, the judge is
trufted with fuch a power to vary from the law, in certain
points, according to the diftates of his confcience, and the rea-
fon of the cafe: but in England, confcience, reafon, right, and
julltice are confined to the words of the law, and the eftabli(hed
meaning thereof.  No doubt this is produdive of many hard-
thips: particulars muft often fuffer by 1t; yet, the main, it 1s
a wholfome reftraint, and beneficial to liberty: for it is gene-
rally found, that in other countries, where they are not fo ftrictly
tied down, the judge’s confcience is apt to depend too much on
the king’s, and the rule of equity is a very uncertain meafure,
which paffion, prejudice, or intereft, can eafily change.

Thefe latter times have, indeed, a good deal departed from
the ancient methods of judicature in matters of property, by
encouraging applications to the Chancery ; which is a court of

U 2 equity,
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intereft, at fome junétures of time, at others their
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equity, W ]uw he, who prefides in it, judges alone, without any
jury, and with a much greater lati EL]L]L than dther courts: ia 1k
‘whether more evil than good does not attend on this praétic ce;
may well be queftioned. Thus much is nrr._'m that caufes
are notﬂ*w'n‘;ma‘ by it, though one might have expected thai
advantage from 1t at fml.i [ have been tf]ld faid I, 1!5;;= what-
ever time they may take in pafling through 2bat court, they
have often a imt.l ]r;'un\\' to make be iuu L]u\ come
final decifion. It is true, replied he, they may be carried frony
thence by an .1"‘1‘-'E.di to the houfe of lords, who judge in the laft
refort.  And it the C’.}Hﬁltllllu'l ha |1 not lodged there a judica-
ture fuperior to that of the ehaneellor, fo much of the property
of the iuh]ut would entircly depend 1|1!Ln [uauptmnn that the
p_uhd.ll‘lcnr would have reafon to put in again their claim to a
right, w ]llth they demanded in the reign of Edward I, of #o-

foa

n}'r-'.’f.".:ﬂf'f this l"’.ll.r.r:m" f.. mfelves

When an appeal, faid I, is madc to the lords, by what rules
do they judge? If lw no other than thofe of natural equity, I

J 3

can then 11mlcr1’.rmd, that every Lord, who has common fenfe,
may be fuppofed to be capable of 1!.4(.]’[ a judicature : but if they
proceed by the rules of the courts below, and accerding to lum_
ciples, ufages, and determinations LHuu (hed zhere, that is @
fioience of which few are ble ~d in that fenfe they cannot
feience ot which few are capable ; and 1n that fenfe they cannot

be judges born. 'T'wo or three, at moil, of their body would

then have competent knowledge for the performing a duty,
which the conflitution of England expeéts from a/l. Andwhen

/o few are to judge, their |-'\.|]"" too much drvided in J.il_L %ion, or

; b hil‘.gj“ too:
much wnited, might, 1 fhould think, have very bad confe-
quences. But what if‘ the chancellor himfelf thould ever be
the only lord in the bhoufe enough puﬂ fled of that knewiedge to
fead the reft ? where w nlll] be then the ufe of appealing from
his decrees? To this my friend anfwered nothing, and I thought

F_.;;':'; i';i_h 11|L‘1'1L’_'L‘ w 'JT'llu_ no L\f‘! ination.
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Lo s TV B R XXV

Seris fo Minza a¢ Hpahan

From Lendon.
FRENCH gentleman was boafting the other day, in a
company where I was, of the academies founded ly the
late king for the 1'u[1|m1t and reward of arts and f{ciences.

You have a pleafant way, faid he, here in England, of en-
couraging a man of wit. 'When he is dead, you build him a
fine tomb, and lay him among your Llnrﬂ; but while he is
alive, he is as ill received at court, as if he came with a petition
againft the miniftry. Would not the money you have laid out
v]mn the monuments of two or three of your pu:rr:ts, have been
better beftowed in giving them bread w hen they were living,
and wanted it? This might have been for mu]) the cale, re-
plied the Englifhman, but it is not fo now. A man of true
genius 1s at prefent fo much favoured by the 'mi}iif which 1s

(i]x- belt of all patrons, his works are fo greedily bought u P, and
[ .

fuch :'L::L;'.I'.':l is (hewn him every way, that t he ]L‘.b no need to
depend upon a court for prote&tion, or for hﬂ iftence.

And let me add, that the honours which are paid to a de-
ecafed man of wit, have fomething in them more generous and
dgilinterefted, than penfions beftowed on flavith terms, and at

the price of continual i':‘-nc-'-r\'ric We have a wery great poet
|

now
Fla st s et |, vz, that | Qittated

the French academy can pretend, vdz. that he never flattered any
man i# power; but has l:‘ 1'._'\.'.-.} immortal praifes upon zhsfe,

whom, for fear of offending men i power, if they had lived in
France, under the fame circum {tances, no poet there  would

have dared to praife,

LET-

2, who may boaft of one Lrlurv to which no member of
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PERSTIAN LETTERS

L'ET T E R "XXIX.

Suvtm t0 Mirza gz Ifpahan,
From London
J:"IH RE is a Chriffian do&or, who, at my firft arriv: 11
here, took the tmuhh, to vilit me very often, with no
other view, as I could find, but merely to make a Chriflian of
me ; in which defign he has been hnt!lc hitherto, fuch a zeal
being very much out of fafhion,

But, what is moft extraordinary, T was told the other day,
that ]1|5 preferment in the church had been lately Sopped at the
inftance of the mufti of this city, on a L]"Jl)DﬁtlUil of his being
turned Mabometan, and that all the ploni brought againft him
was the commerce he formerly had with me,

When I heard this, I waited on the mu/#i, and offered to
teftify that the do&or was a Chriftian, as far as I could judge
by all I faw of him, during the time of our acquaintance: but
he refufed to admit my teftimony in this cafe, becaufe, ashe
faid, T was mvielf a f::{,"l’effez:m, and infilted on the do&or’s
{uppofed apoffacy, as an undoubted fact, which fbocked him be-
yond meafure.

If he is a mufulman, faid 1, he muft be eircumeifed.  There
is a vifible mark of orthodoxy in our religion ; but I fhould be
glad to know what is the r',:,f.uf mark of yours. If it be meeknefs,
or charity, or jufiice, ot temperance, or pm‘]', all thefe are moft
confpicuous in the doffor : but I find that none of  thefe can
prove him to be a Chriftian. Whar therefore 1s the cha-
raéierifiic of his accufers? and how do they prove themfelves
to be Chriflians*?

* Tr is fuppofed this letter alludes to the objeflions made to the promotion of the late
doftar Rundle

L ET-
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LIEYT' T E R TXXX]

Sentm 26 Mirza ar Hpahan.
From London:

HE principles and pratice of toleration. prevail very

ftrongly in this country : I myfelf have felt the effe&@s of
it very much to my advantage. The better fort of people are
no more offended at the difference of my faith from theirs,
than at the difference of my drefs. The mob, indeed, feem
furprized at me for both, and cannot comprehend ]mw it 1s
poflible to make fuch miftakes, but they rather contemn than
hate me for them ¢ and I have yet been affronted by nobody
but a drunken prieft, who denounced damnation againft me,
for refufing to pledge him, To the profpersty of the church of
England, in a liquor forbidden by our law.

This has not alw ays been the temper of the Englifh. 'I*hr:','
have for llc.,rll, W“luhd war againft Mahometans, only becau
they were {o; thn have kindled l:JL'-‘s :1:__;:1'11111 heretics, though
what was her efy in one age has been orthodoxy in an other :
nay, they have involved their ccnntl}, in all the mifeties of
givil difcord upon points of no greater moment, than whether
a table ought to be placed in thv middle of t_lu church, or at
one end of it.

I muft own to thee, Mirza, there is nothing I abhor fo
much as I‘.»rJlL‘L".i;'I‘I‘ it feems to me no lefs ridiculous in its
principles, than dreadful in its effe@s.  One would think, that
the great, diverlity of U|‘11'11U.lb among mankind fheuld incline
men a little to 11‘1‘.EJ\...1 that their- own may poflibly be wrong,
dIl.H:r:Lull, in difputes not very eliential § but to purfue all others
with rage and violence, inflead of pity or perfuafion, is fuch a
firain of pride and folly as can fcarce be accounted for from

enthu--
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] '_e: a Spanifh author of a certain
with {word ,.nd anm and

erthulialfn -!!_:-E'.
madran, wl
15 way, he required to acknow-
that - his miftrels Dulcinea del Tobofo was
oman in the world. It was in vain for the

W Iml'l. {.-h.u

ledge and believ
the handfomeft

other to a“u'tr'm'_. that he had no knowledoe at all of Dulcinea,
or had a particular fapey to another woman ; the r':i:lf[m;:.n made
no allowances for ighofance or }\IL‘EI‘{_“(\,, but inftantly knocked

him down, and nt
maintain the 1?3:’Lulr ns of the 1.l=.-. lady above all her rivals.
Such has been the condu& of many ‘r‘” efls and prieft-rid
opagating their /pirit wal inclingtions : each had his

ver Jeft beating him till he 1*-1t1~.11u1 to

princes in propag

{feveral Dulcinea, and Jtlu.\.cl that every body fhould admire
her as much as himfelf; but as this was not t.lﬁl\ brought
about, the-controverly was determined by force of arms, [\;.},
though it happened that all a ]|1.|1u1 the fame, they would even
quarrel about the fafhion of her cloaths: and moft bloody

battles have been fought to decide w hich colour became her
beft. Alas! Mirza, h:m‘ abfurd is all this! the beauty of
true ‘religion, is i’u[-l—._,uuh fhewn by its proper luftre s it needs
no knight-errant to coranL for it; nor is any thing {o' con-
trary to the nature of affection as r{*n[ir;‘.mt W hDUE! i$ com-
P“-” d to p:mLfa a faith without convidion, though it was but
indifferent to him before, muft grow to think it odious: as
men, who are forced to marry where they danot. approve,
foon change diflike into averfion.—I will end 1 this fubjeét with
putting thu. in mind of a ceremony which is celebrated. once.a
year by the common pcop]e of Perfia, in honour of our prophet
Ali. There are two bulls brought forth before the crowd, ithe
ftrongeft of ﬂ]ll(‘h is called Ali, and the weaker QOmar. ‘Thu}f
are m:lde to fight, and as Ali is very fure to get the. better,

the {pecators go away highly fatisfied with this happy LCLIﬁOB

of the difpute between us and the heretical Twrks.

Juit
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Juft in this light I regard all religious wars. © Whether the
combatants are two bulls or two bithops, the cafe is exaétly the
fame, and the determination juft as abfurd.

RXRXRXRXZEX
L:ETTER XXXI,

Seriv 20 Mirza a¢ Ifpahan.

From London.

THERE is nothing more aftonifhing to a Mufulman than

many particulars relating to the flate of matrimony, as it
is managed in Europe: our pradtice of it is fo totally different,
that we can hardly think it poffible for men to do or fuffer fuch
things as happen here every day.

The following ftory, which was given me for a true one,
will fet this in a very full light: T wifh thou mayeft find it as
entertaining, as I am fure thou wilt find it new.—

In the reign of Charles the firft, king of England, lived two
gentlemen, whofe true names I will conceal under the feigned
ones of Acafto and Septimius, They were neighbours, their
cltates lay together, and they had a friendfhip for each other,
which had grown up from their earlieft youth.

Acafto had an only fon, whom we will call Polydore, and
Septimius an only daughter, named Emilia, Though the boy
was but fourteen years old, and the gitl but twelve, the parents
were fo defirous of contra@ing an alliance between their fa-
milies, and of uniting the two bordering eftates, that they
married them before either was of age to confummate the mar-
riage, or even to underftand the nature of their contra®, As
foon as the ceremony was performed, they fent the young gen-
tleman abroad, to finifh his education.

X After




PERSIANLEPTERS
After four years which he had {pent in France and Ttaly, he
was recalled by the news of his father’s death, which made
it neceffary for him to return to England.
Emilia, who was now about fixteen, began to think he had
been abfent long enough, and received him with a great deal

of fatisfa@tion. She had heard a fine charadler of him, from
thofe who knew him in his travels : anc when fhe faw him,
was fo improved that the thought herfelf the happieft

his per
of women in being his wife.
But his fentiments for her were very different.
There was in his temper a fpirit of contradi@tion, which
could not bear to have a wife impofed upon him.=—He com-
father had taken advantage of his tender age,
to draw. him into an engagement, in which his judgement could
poflibly have no part. He confefled that he had no objections
“milia: but mnfifted on a liberty

4 : :
plained, that his

to, the 1'-::!...'! or chara&er of Er

f i il declaren hat i‘.- lo ked upc hiis e T
of choice, and declared, that he loo<ed upon 11§ marriage to
be forced and null, In ihort, he abfolutely refufed to confum-
mate, in {pite of all the endeavours of their friends, and’the
conjugal aftection of the poor young lady, who did herutmolt
hat all her kind-

to vanquifh his averfion.—-When fhe found t
nefs was thrown away, the natusal pride of her fex made her
defire to be feparated from him, and fhe joined with him ina
petition for a divoice. The firft parliament of 'the year jforiy
was then fitting: the affair was brought before them, and ‘it
was believed, that a divorce would have eafily been obtained ‘at
their mutual demand. But the bithops oppofed it with great
violence, as a breach of the law of God, which they faid
would admit of no divorce, but in cafes of adultery. They
were anfwered, that the marriage was Dot coz plear; and that
the ceremeonious part, which was all that | paft between
them, might as properly be difpenfed with by the legiflature,
as any other form of law.” That the young gentleman’s averfion
was invincible, and inconfiftent with the obligation laid vpon
2 him
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him: that therefore it would not well become the fathers of
the chur LF!, ta puL him under a manifeft temptation of ' com-
g adultery : and  that nothing could be imagined more
1l ;,Uii, than to (onclunq the lady to nLlPL__..n:«]. virginity, under
the notion of a marriage, which, it was plain, '.';'15 a mere il-
lufion.— Thefe .ucru.m_uh I_um d conyincing to all the ‘world,

_...‘,-.;.

mittin

except the mlmn ; but t]‘-u; }1-;111. ed in their ,r;tm.,f AN,
and were fo ptm'u ful by the Javour of the courz, that l]u\'
carried their point in the houfe of lords: and the L_nﬁ,numm

Polydore and Emilia were declared to be one flefb, though no
union had ever been between them, cither in bc:c.} or in mind.
‘The hufband immediately paid hLLLk his wife’s portion to her
father ; and firmly rei JLuE, that from that time forwards
would never fee her more.  His natural obftinacy was [rht.ltul
by the conltraint that was put upon him, and he took a pride
to, fhew the world, that there was no power, ecclefiaftical or
civily which could oblige him to aé like a married man againft
his inclination. The pu(}r ]:u'!y retired to a feat of her father's
in the country, and end ed, by long abfence from her
hufband, 'to forget that ]“.-- h ll. ever |‘-1med or -.mfcm :d her,---
Two years afterwards the civil war broke out '.:..-t':;,un the
king and parliament, Polydore was fo enrage d agamft the bi-
thops for obltructing his divorce, that it J termined him in the
chooling of his party, and made him take up arms againft'the

-y

king, Septimius, the father of Emilia, was as zealous a royalift;
o A 3 1 e = _ 3] = i o
to which his hatred of Polydore contributed as much as any

thing ;- for it was hard] ly poilible that two fuch bitter enemiés

thould be of the fame fide. In the contfe of the war, the
king being wo rited, the eftates of many ot his party were
Cuﬁtm,.md; and ‘h, timius having been one of the molt a&tive,
was alfo one of thofe that E:lrl\lLJ moft. e was compelled
to retire into France with what he could fave out of the wreck
of his eftate 3 and carried with him his ﬂ.‘;l]ﬂ']][tr, who was quitc
abandoned by her hufband and his family.

X2 In
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Tn the mean while, the army of ‘the parliament began 'to
form itlelf into different fa&ions. - Cromwelly at the head of
the Independents, acquired by degrees fuch an influence, that
the Prefbyterians were no longer a match for him¢ Polydore,
whe was devoted to that fe&, threw up his commiflion in dif=
content 3 and happily for his reputation had’ no thare in thofe
violent procecdings, which ended in the deftruction of the king,
and the ancient conftitution,

e continued quite unadive for fome years; but at laft

- growing weary of a life that agreed fo ill with his vivacity, he

determined to go and ferve in the Low Countries under the
great prince of Condé, who, in the year 1654, commanded
the armies of Spain againft his country.—Two reafons inclined
Polvdore to this party; firft, the defire he had to learn his
trade under a gcng:';ﬂ of fo great reputation: and, fecondlv,
becaufe Cromwell had refufed to enter into an alliance with that
prince, though molt agreeable to the interefts of England.—
He found his highnefs employed in befieging Arras, and was
received by him with high marks of efteen. During the fiege
he often fignalized his courage, and fupported the opinion that
was fpread all over Europe of the valour of “the parliament-
officers : but the marfhal Turenne, with La Ferté and Ho-
quincourt, having attacked the befiegers ‘in their lines, re-
lieved Arras, and would have deftroyed the Spanifh army, if
the prince of Condé¢ had not faved it by a retreat; which was
one of the greateft a&ions of his life. In this battle Polydore
was taken prifoner, and fent to Paris with many other Siﬁaniih
officers, to continue there till they fhould be ranfomed or ex-
changed. In the journey he contradled a great intimacy withi
the count d’Aguilar, brigadier under the count de Fuenfal-
dagna, and one of the firft gentlemen in Spain.  As they tra-
velled together feveral days, they very naturally acquainted
one another with the principal mcidents of their lives. Poly-
dore related to Aguilar the whole ftory of his marriage with

Emilia,
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Emilia, and declaimed with great heat againft the folly of
tying two people thus together, who wilhed nothing fo nnch
as to be loofe,

No doubt, faid the count, it is moft abfurd; but, to fay
the truth, I find nothing VEry. re: 1fonable in the whole affair (ll
marriage as we have made it. I do not know what it may 1
to other men, but to me it feems horribly unnatural to be con-
fined to any fingle woman, let her be ever fo agreeable.

If I had c)ﬂu;.m a woman freely, anfwered Polydore, I could
be always conitant to her with pleafure ; but to have a compa-
nion. for /ife forced upon me, 1 had rather row in the gallies
than {fubmit to it.

You are miftaken, my dear Polydore, replied the count, in
fancying it fo eafy to be conitant even to a wife of one’s
own chufing. I have had fome experience of that kind,
and know that the firft choice is only good till we have
made a fecond.

To prove this to you, I need only give you the hiftory of
A1y amours That you may not lan [ am telling you a
roemance, I will begin “where romances always end, wﬂh the
article of my marriage. I was ma riied at l" I dI.d twenty to
a lady, whom I L]‘-UfL for her beauty and good fenfe, without
troubli ing myfelf about her fortune, whi ch was but fmall. The

three or four firft years that we lived together was the h:ipn:t‘}
period  of my life: I preferved all the dr’{Uul of a lover with
the freedom and tendernefs of a hufband. She loved me fiill
more fondly than I did her; and if I had not left her ull {he
gave me m.r::-.imn, L believe I fhould have been conftant to this
day.—DBut I was not able to hold out any longer, All her
charms were become fo familiar to me; that lhw’ could not
make the leaft impreflion: and I went regularly to her bed as
I did to fupper, with an appetite quite palled by too much
pleaty. . In this dull way 1 drudged on for a tedious twelve-
month, till the fight of a relation of my wife’s, who came oppor-

tunely
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tunely to lodge in my own houfe, rouzed me cut of my iLthug_r
She was a beautiful ‘crearure of !_"“'-"'u""-, juift taken out of a
convent to be married, She knew nothir g of the world, but
ad a natural quicknefs that
1-1{}“@.‘-_‘;', as there was {bmcrleii
terior carriage, 1‘]10

urther than cx[af,:i-,nu.
e :mh\n--ml in her ex-
pmp er to
ge, till the
had inftru&ed her hm'- to 1,-cn.;'.'c [‘_Ll'-L']} in. public, 1 tho ught
my inftruétions might be of ufe to her as m.l: as my wife’
to teach her how m behave herfelf ## private, and had tl.L
good fortune to make them more agrecable.

She liked me better and better every leflon, and in i opor-
tion, as her paffion increafed for me, the conceived a ;.:m.i_.g'r
averfion for the man who was defigned to be. her hufband:
and indeed fhe had no great reafon to be fond of him, for he
was a peevifh, ftupid, bigotted old fellow, who did not hing
day or night but pray and fcold, Her friends prefled the con-
clufion -::f her marriage ; and, as meil""r‘r as The was to come
into it, fhe could not r{.ﬁﬂ their importunitics. Yet to comfort

ﬂ'm very fairly let me know, that fhe would give her vir-
»buutj: to me in fpit:, of all their teeth ; and moreover, thar I
fhould have it on the wedding might. 1 reprefented to her the
improbability of her pcrfurmmqﬁzr b a promife at fuch a time ;
but fhe bid me truft to her management, and I (hould [u,
{atisfied,

The wedding night came; and when the company was re-
tired, the br,h!war}nm was mrprlz.cd to fee the bride diflolved
in tears. He L.rtbgu.{ to know the caufe of her affli®ion; but
{he would not tell him, except he fwore, that, when he knew
it, he would do his utmoft to remove it,

The poor man, in thc vehemence of his love, affured her
that he would do any hing to make her eafy, that was not
contrary to the Jonour c:'j @ cavalier, or the infunctions :Jf Gur
)":-f ) # ui‘v"u.' chereh,

keep her with her

No,
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No, faid fhe, the thing I require of you will recommend
you extremely to the church, as it is only to give me leave to
accomplith a vow I made to the Blefled Virgin, in a fit of
ficknefs when my life was in great danger.

Heaven forbid, my pretty L].u], n]}lu.d the don, that I
fhould hinder you from performing a facred vow, to [hL hazard
of your {oul.

Well then, faid (he, I will own to you, that in my fright I
vowed, that if I could but get well again, and live to be mar-
ried, I would confecrate ny wedding 1.;_;!,1 to the Blefled
Virgin, by pafling it in the bed of Im waiting woman, the
virtuous Ifabella. And this very morning while I flept, our
Lady 'lppctm.c’: to me in adream, and threatened me with ano-
ther fit of ficknefs if I did not keep my word.

If it be fo, replied the hufband, there is no doubt but #5e

Firgin mult be ferved before me; and fo, my dear, I wifh you

a good night.

Now you muft knew that the virtuous Ifabella was trufted
with all the fecrets of her miftrefs, and had gone between us
1e whole courfe of our amour,

Ag éc|.-|'.___,- madam went to bed to her wa iiting woman,
who lmf' t..w care te inform e of this defign, and comcalud
me in a clofet within her chambér; from whence, as foon as
every I'lc':{!‘-.' was afleep, I was admitted to T.JIL place of Ifabella,
little expelted

and received the full acquittance of a promile I

to fee performed,—

The fingularity of this adventure fo delighted me, that [
help, in the vanity of my lu_:Lrt, difcovering it to
I'Infantada, the moft intimate of my fiic nds.
He was very thankful for the confidence I repofed in hs'n, and

LA1%
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to reward me for it, betrayed it inil: intly to my wile, whom,
it feems, he Kad ]:‘;:'.w' 11".;‘[1@ love to without fuccefs. . As ]1;
thought that the greateft obftacle to his.defires was her fond-

nefs tor me, he hoped to remove it by convincing her of my
falfenels;,
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falfenchs ; ; but though the news of it liad like to have broke
Ler heart, it was not able to change it,

She reproached me in a manner that made my fault appear
much more inexcufable, Imight complain, faid {he, of the aftront
you have done my honour in debauching my relation ; but,
alas! I am only fenfible to the injury you have done my love,
You are growﬁ weary of me, and T know it is impoflible to
regain your heart, fince the fingle reafon of your diflike muft
ftill continue, which is, That I am your wife. If any part of
my behaviour had offended you, 1 might have changed it to
vour fatisfaltion; but this is a fault, which, in fpite of all my
care, will grow worle every day.—I endeavoured to pacify
her by aflurances of my future fidelity ; and really I was fo
affed@ed by her bebaviour, that I ferioufly meant to keep my
word —But our inclinations are very little in our power: my
refolution foon yielded to the charms of the countefs Altamira,
one of the handfomeft women about the court, but the vaineft,
the moft interefted, and the moft abandoned. She made 1t a
point of honour to feduce me, out of a defire to mortify my
wife, with whom fhe had quarrelled upon fome female compe-
tition of precedency or drefs.

Her avarice was equal to her pride, and {he made me pay
dearly for her favours, though her hufband was one of the
sicheft men in Spain, I hardly ever went to her without a pre-
fent of fome kind or other, and my fortune began to {uffer by
my expence: yet I was {o bewitched to her, that though I
heartily defpifed her, I could not help loving her to madnefs.

One day, when I came to {ee her ‘after an abfence that had
raifed my defires to the higheft pitch, fhe received me with a
fullennefs and ill-humour that tortured me beyond expreflion.
I conjured her to acquaint me with the caufe of it, and fhe
told me, ¢ That the laft time fhe was at court, fhe had feen
< the countefs d'Aguilar with a diamond necklace on, which I
¢ had given her the day before: that my making fuch pre-

¢ {fents
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¢ {ents to another wom an, in the mid(t of our mlJ.'v ue, was an

¢infult The was determined not to bmr; and that ﬁn-;-': I s
¢ grown fo fond a hufbund; fhe could not but make 'a con.
‘ { cience of difturbing our conjugal 1L:];C1t'."

1 offered her any I:llsfac'hon the ‘would afk : and the mal 1~
cious devil had the unpur.ic,n-:L to tell me, that nothing could
ﬁtlaf} hEI, buat my t.umn away that m.cxlac;, from my wife,

and gwmtr 1!: her.—TI ent lkarcci her to accept of another of

twice its value; but fhe replied, that her honour was con-
cerned, and, in (hort, the would have that, and that alone,—
Overcome with her importunities, I went hmm‘ and 'ftole
for her ; but made her promife me folemnly to be very cautiou
that my wife thould never fee it in her E](Jii eflion.

About three dms after, word was hTOUOIJL me, that the
countefs d’Aguilar ‘had fainted aw ay in the anti-chaniber of the
queen, and was gone home in great diforder to her mother’s
the countefs of Pacheco.

I went immediately thither in fuch a fright, asconvinced me
I loved her better than I thought T did: but | imagine my con-
fulion, when fhe informed me, that ﬂ'h_‘ had fainted at the
hgh[ of her own diamonds on tlu, neck of the countefs Alta-
mira. She added, that it was no myftery to her, nor to : any-
bady elfe, how that lady came by them; and that, to fave
herfelf the mortification of any more fuch pulu.t, affronts, fhe
would no longer live with me as my wife, but leave me at
full Iiberty te pleale myfelf, as my licentious inclination thould
direét.

Iufed my utmoft eloquence to prevail on her to come home
to.me again; but fhe remained inflexible, and faid no more to

all my proteftations, but, that if her paft condu@ had not
been able to fix my ]lL..ht, fhe defpaired of doing it for the
future.

After living without her half a year, T was ordered to my

regiment in Flanders, and was very glud of an occafion to leave

Y Madrid,
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Madrid, - where the regret of her feparation was fuch a pain
to me, that it entirely funk my fpirits. Since my arrival in
the army, I have writ to her three or four letters, but fhe dif-
dained to make me any anfwer ; and I have reafon to believe,
that her high fpirit has, by this time, got the better of her
love.

For my part, I endeavour to amufe myfelf the beft I can
with other women ; and I defire, my dear Polydore, that we
may be always reciprocal confidants of every intrigue that we
engage in during our flay in France.—

Polydore thanked him, and aflured him, that on his ‘part he
fhould meet with no referve.  When they came to Paris, his
firlt care was to enquire what was become of Septimius and
Emilia, whom he had heard no account of for many years.
He was informed, that Septimius was dead, and his daughter
gone from Paris. His curiofity made him write to his friends

e

in England, to alk if fhe was there. They anfwered him, that
c-x‘crybbd:,— believed fhe was dead in France, having received no
news of her a great while. Polydore was mightily pleafed
with this account, and fancied himfelf very happy in being a
widower, though he had given himfelf no trouble to fupport
the chara@er of a hufband..--The two friends had not refided
long at Paris, before they were exchanged for fome French
officers who were taken prifoners by the prince of Condé,
They returned to the army 3 but the feafon not permitting them
to come toany aftion, they agreed to pals the winter at Bruflels,
in the court of the archduke. 'They had not been there above
a month, before Aguilar ac\[u:‘.il'-.tul_ his Eniglith fiiend, that'he
had begun an intrigue with a French lady, who 'lived in a very
retired manner, which he believed was owing to her circum-
ftances: that he had feen her two or three times, by means of
a woman at whofe houfe the lodged, whofe good offices he had
fecured by a handfeme bribe. He added, that he would carry
Polydore to fee her the next vifit that he made.  Accordingly

4 they
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they went together te Mademoilelle Dalincoutt (for. that was
the name of Aguilar's new miftrefs), At thér coming in, Da-
lincoust feemed much furprized, changed colour, and was not
able to {pecak a word, The count, alarmed at’her difordet,
fufpected fome lover had been with her, and told her, with an
air of difcontent, that he was forry he came at {o wrong a time;
She endeavoured to [hake off her confufion, and replied, that
he was always very: welcome: but that the gentleman 'l

brought with him had fo much refemblance of a brother of

her's who was killed in Flanders, that, at firft fight, fhe could
not help being firuck with it in the manner they had feen: fhe
added, that if the gentleman was as like her brother in mind,
as he was in form, fhe fhould be mightily I'ulu.li'::d with his ac-
quaintance, She fpoke this with fuch an air of fincerity,
that the count began to think his jealouly was without foun-
dation,

After fome general difcourfe, fhe applied to Polydore, and
afked him how long he had been engaged in the Spanifh fer-
vice ? with many other more particular enquiries, which feemed
to intimate a delire to know him better.  Polydore was very

lad of it, in hopes to ferve his friend: and the count, who
had no fufpicions on that fide, did his utmoft to engage
them in a friend(hip which he imagined would turn to his
advantage,

At night, when the two gentlemen were at home together,
Aguilar afked his companion, what he thought of Dalincourt’s
perfon and underftanding? Better of the laft than the frit,
anfwered he, though both are certainly agreeable. I cannot
help thinking, continued he, that her perfon is not quite new
to me; but I cannot recolleé where T met with her, except it
was at Paris, when I was there a boy.—You will do well to
improve your acquaintince now, replied the count; and, to
give you an opportunity of doing it, I will fend vou there to-

morrow to make my excufes for being obliged to hunt with
Y2 the
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the-archduke; ‘inftead of waiting rupon heras I intended. ! I
know, my dear Polydore will emllov all-his: witand- elo-
quence to fet his friend’s p'lﬁi(m in' the beft llght 3 and while
he 1s 'with her, I fhall have lefs uneafinefs in being away.
Polydore promifed him all the fervices he could do him, but
he ‘'withed ' he had got a miftrefs too, to make the' party
even.

The next day he went to her, and faid a great 'deal in
prai ife of Aguilar, to difcover what (he thought of him;, She
anfwered him with terms of a cold efteem, but nothing that
gave him the leaft encouragement to believe the was in! love.
He then endeavoured to perfuade her' of the violence of the
count’s paffion for her; but {he affured him, that this was the
only fubjeét the did not care to hear him talk of.—He returned
to his friend quite difcouraged at her manner of proceedihg;
and told him there was nothing to be hoped for. = The ¢ount
fhewed him a letter he had juft received from his confidant,
the lady of the houfe; which advifed him not' to ‘think of
gaining Dalincourt by a timorous refpe ; but to offér her at
once a handlome fettlement, which the Rreightnefs of her for-
tune would make her lilten to much more kindly ‘than fhe did
to his fine fpeeches.

This indeed m ay do fomething, faid Polydore; for 1 found
by her difcourfe, that fhe had |.}CL11 reduced, by a feries of mif=
fortunes, to a condition very much be.malll her birth ~-tIn

conclufion, they agreed to make a trial whether fhe was to be
bought or not; and Polydore was iade! the bearer of a letter
which contained a very liberal prono{.ﬂ She read it, ' ldoked
at Polydore fome time without faying a word, and at/Jaft burik
out into a food of tears,

]llwug]lt, {aid (he, ILLGVL!’[HU her voice, that it ‘had not
been in the power of my ill {ln.{lm} to make me more unhappy:
but I now find, that my misfortunes have funk me lower than
ever ['was aware of, fince two gentlemen, whofé cfteerm I

withed
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withed to qam, think {o 'TLE'mlT of me, as to 1m.1gme mEs
proper perlon to teceive fuch oa letter.  Buv know, Sir; that:I
am as much a ftranger to infamy, ‘as Lam to happinefs;.and
have a fpirit {uperior- to-all the wrongs that! your al,ix,lt.xt fex
can put upon me: - Had not you U!igraccd yourfelf: by the
fecandalous employment of endeavouring to feduce me with
dirty bribe, [ fhould have been happy in fecing you often here;
but muft now defire you to trouble: me no more, and to tell
your friend, as my anfwer to his letter, that I would. fooner
give myfelf .to a feotman; than /fz// myfelf to a prince.~

P(J]}dul was infinitely  ftruck: with this reception. . Every
word fhe uttered pierced  him to the heart; and he looked
apon her.as'a miracle of virtue, fuch as he never had any no-
tion of ‘before.—He returned to the count in great Luniu*mn,
and‘acquainted him with the ill fuccefs of his commiffions
Aguilar; more in love with her than ever, writ a. moft, fubs
miflive letter to beg her pardon; but fhe mftantly fent it back
unopened. - When he found all his court(hip was inctieétual,

he left Bruflels in defpair, and retired to a villa of one of his

friends, where he refolved to ftay ull the opening of the cam-~
paign. ' In the mean while I’Uht.nh, who c‘nnh nued fhill at
Bruflels, was in a fatuation little eafier than hisfriend; ;Madex
moifellé -Dalincourt took ap all his thoughts: he repeated to
himfelf a thoufand times the lalt words he heard 11{1 111;,1”,
and- admired sthe ' {pirit that-apneared an ithem to a degree of
adoration:

Not being:able to'bear her abfence any longer, he {ent to
beg! that he mlght fee her once againy upon a Bulielsw holly
relating-to hamdelf. . She :1r'|1mL'.Ld 1.*111, and -began, the  ¢on-
verfation, by fri¢tly forbidding him to name the count in any
mmfr he shad to fay to her. —1 have no inclination to. mame
himy »replied: hes for I would willingly forget thar 1. ever
knew him. I am:fenfible: that I wrong hlm, in declarncg te
yau; -that I'love you more than life: yet, as his paflionis

quite
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quite deftitute ‘of hope, why fhould nev I follicit. 'you fora
heart to which he has no pretenfions? but, be my conduét
right or not'in regard to him j ‘to you, 'madam; it fhall ever
l‘n, moft honourable. I come to offer you my whele fortune
upon fuch terms as your wvirtue need not bluthat. T ama
widower, and free to marry whom I pleafe: my eftate is fuf-
ficient for us both, and I am' happy to think it'in my power,
to raife you to that rank which you were born to. . This,
madam, 1is the only reparation !)} which I can atone for the
affront I did your chara@er ; and, if you refufe to accept of i,
my defpair will be Lt["il to' my love.

The lady anfivered him with blufhes, that fhe was highly
fenfible of the fentiments he exprefled for her; ‘that the liked
his perfon, and admired his underftanding ; but that, to her
misfortune, the was married already, and therefore could fay
nothing to his propolal.—Good heaven, cried: Polydoré; you
are married | and who then is your hufband? The moft un-
worthy of mankind, anfwered fhe: one, who has absndoned
me to the malice of my fortune, and does not know at this
time what is become of me, nor trouble himfelf about it.——
He is, indeed, unworthy, replied the lover, who is poflefied
of fuch a treafure, and can neglect it. But, madam, employ
me in your revenge: comnund my {word to  pierce the

.monfter’s hmrr, and tear it from his bofom.— No, faid fhe,

your fafety is more dear to me than the defire of revenge. | All
I afk of youis, to {wear that you will never be like that huf-
bandj but continue to love me equally when you know me
Béttér: upon this condition, I will grant you all the favours
which my duty will allow ; and, perhaps, your future con=
du& may |$1L\'L:il upon me to thr(}w off all reftraint.

The hajmy Poly dore fwore every thing fhe defired;, and fhe
permitted him to fee her when he p;ul;d but, being in-

formed by him of the treachery of her friend at whofe 'houfe

{he
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{he lodged, they agreed to make their appointments at another
place;

They continued this commerce for {fome time without any
interruption, till the count d’Aguilar had notice of it from his
confidant, who perceived it in fpite of all their caution.

Never was rage equal to his at this difcovery. . He writ to
Polydore, rep ;L,rthmg him with his breach of friend(hi ip in the
bittereft terms, and required him to meet him with his fword
behind the w .'I.l!b of ‘a nunpery that was fituated about two
leagues out of Bruflels. Poly dore accepted of the challenge,
anc 1 met him at the place 1ppmmed he 1ttuupthl to juftity
himfelf, but the count had not the patience to hear him out.
They fought with great fury a good while, till the fortune of
Polydore plc.mlui, and the count fainted away  with the lofs
of blood  from  two ‘or three wounds which he had received.
The other feeing him fall thought him dead, and made oft
with the utmoft prccip[t'ninn Juft at that inltant came by a
coach and fix, which was driving towards the nunnery : a ]1d}
who was in it, f{ecing a gentleman hL weltering in his blood,
'i(':p}'wd her Lx.J(h and went to try if fhe uld affift him. At
the lth of the i.m, the fetched a IL.Jk..m, and {ell upon the
body in a:fivoon.  Her fervants, concluding it to be fome
one the was much concerned for, carried them both inta the
nunnery, where the lady foon came to herlelf, and the count
alfo began-to Thew figns of  life, his {pirits being : igi itated by
the motion.. He was immediately put to bed, and a furgeon
fent for; who declared his wounds to be dapgerous, but not
mortal: - Whil
who-brought himvinte the nunne Ty 9 aited u-.ﬂ..tml‘, day and
night, at his: bedlide; and nurfed him with a; care that \'.'tJL:.M
not yield to a moment of repole..  As her i?ac*: was always
covered with a veily he took her to be one u:f' 1";1' nuns,  and
was: altonithed at a charity fo officious, When he grew better;
his ‘curicfity encreafed, and he ardently 1:;';.::d her to let him

knaw

. G
e they centinued uncertain, of hisicure,; the lady
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know to whom he owed fuch great obligations. .Are you a
i, madam? faid he: I hope you are not; for it would affli&
me m.tmu.n', if I was never to fee you EHOIL, after leaving a
houfe where you have done me fo many favours.—The lady for
whom vou fought, anfwered fhe, will make you foon forget the
lofs of me ; and though I am not a nun, you will never {fee me
out of the limits of thefe walls.

How, madam ! faid he, was you not ew# of them, when you
found me on the ground, and faved my life?

Yes, replied the; I was returning from a vifit to a convent in
the rown: but I will take care not to ftir from hence while vou
are at Bruflels, becaufe you are the man in the world I would
avoid.

This fpeech fo furprized him, that for fome time he was not

able to make her any anfwer. At laft he told her, that her
actions and her words Umul\ difagreed, and that he could not
think himfelf fo hatcful to her as fhe faid, when he refledled
how kindly fhe had uied him,

Thefe riddies fhall be cleared to vou, anfwered fhe, when

you are perfeétly recovered : till then content yourfelf with
knowing that I cannot hate you, but am as much determined
to avoid you, as if I could.

Thus ended a converfation which left the count in a per-
plexity not to be defcribed.

He faw her no more for a few days; but when f(he heard
that his ftrength was quite returned, fhe came to him one
morning, and {poke thus:

¢ If you will know who fhe 1s that was {o aflicdted when vour
¢ life was in danger; that nurfed you fo carcfully in your ill-
nefs 3 and is refolved to quit you for ever when you are well ;
think of your former gallantries at Madrid, of your pldmt
patlion for a miftrefs that de {pifes you, and your ingratitude
to a wife that always loved you; think of all this, and you
¢ will not wonder any lunrmr at my actions or my wouls ——‘1 L‘.,
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¢ ;‘mm..ﬂ I am that wife, whofe fate it is to be acqy 'rm[L d with
a]l vour infdelities, and to fmart for all v«
As fhe faid this, fhe lifted up her vei il, and fhewe
nithed count a well-known ii(.L, Lhu h he little
have feen in Flanders. ' All the pafii
heart of man, thame, 1'-;;111{&1'1'&-, love; gratitude, invaded his in
that moment. He threw himfelf at her feet, and with man

3 l\.."Jal(.

tears implored her to EJ:I'-‘f"'c him.
She raifed ]ﬂm, and affured him of her pardon, nay; more,

of her affe@ion : ¢ But my perfon,’ faid fhe, ¢ I am determined

¢ (hall be ever i_a_‘!";;Li_';lt'-;-d from vou. ] have hat

jal any

AT10105 Cal

~ ® I.'! r
¢ proc ofs of your inconftancy, to ho pe

_-

'1
engage you: you will never be f I1ti~.h! to me alone; and

|'.. = 0 e s
L'.'.L':'L:f_ N 101

¢ difdan ,mffn e vou with another. It is happi
¢ me that I have been the inftrument of preferving your life,
¢ th mqn you rifque d it for the fake of another woman; and
¢ all the return I afk of you is, to think of me !u 1etimes with
me more.

¢ kindnefs, but never to attempt to fee

.'thzul.u' was on the rack to hear her talk in'fo ri'l-:-h]i'c. a
ftile ; but he flattered himfelf it was owing to her jealoufy of
mademoifelle Dalincourt.  Being impati ent to make her caf y
on that head, he di!'|=.1i.';1;1"-5 one of his fervants with a letter to
acquaint that lady with his recovery.

{
to come to hi

; ,.'i.'L |".-C'.' (."‘-"E']CI::::\"

\im at the nunnery,
lover along with her. Polydore h:
he heard that the count was out
tinued very publickly his addref

While the meflenger was
Aguilar demanded of his wife, by what
i:];i":-.Li'a {

You know; faid fhe, that after my

with :_},_._ countels: Aleamira, I retired to my mother’s houfe, and
. .y - 1 : !
rematned there till your departure for the army.
Z Soon
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Soon afterwards, I had the ml‘;f'mtunc to lofe my ‘mother ;
and what particularly aggravated my grief , was the knowle dU"L
that her concern at ',,mn 111 ufage of me had haftened her de: 11]‘1.

Thefe aflliétions made Mulnd {o uneafy to me, that I could
not bear to ftay in 1t any longer. _T_.-..J[n.ll.\- about that time I
received a letter from my coufin donna F ugenia de Montalegre,
a religious of this houfe, to inform me of her being elected ab-
befs. It inftantly occurred to me, that no p]m:t_ could be more
proper for my retreat, than a monaftery of which fthe was the
head : fo, as foon as I could fettle my affairs, T left Spain, and
put. myfelf into a penfion under the government of donna Eu-
genia ; in which manner I have lived ever fince.

She had fcarce finifhed this account, when they were inter-
rﬂptcd by the arrival of Polydore and Dalincourt. Madam
d’Aguilar changed colour at the fight of her; but her hufband,
embracing Poly -.lmL, affured F]Jm, that he no longer ]OULLd
upon hml as a rival, but was glad to 1u1r3n his' miftrefs to a
friend who {o well deferved her. ‘Then he related to him the
manner in which his wife had tended and preferved him, and
expreffed fo much gratitude, fo much love, that if any thing
could have fhaken her refolution, this would certainly have done
it. Mademoifelle Dalincourt feemed much affe&ted at this rela-
tion, and told the countefs, fhe was 1[af1ml'r:]\' concerned that fhe
had been the innocent caufe of her hufband’s dan ger ; but that
fhe hoped this accident would be a means of making them
happy for the future, and put an end to his infidelities and her
relentment,

My happinefs too, added fhe, is now at flake
nced of your friendfhip to fupport me in a difcovery
tremble to begin, but which, in juftice to my honour, I am
obliged to ml"ty no longer.

At thefe words fhe kneeled dow n, and taking hold of Poly-
dore’s hand: ¢ Behold,” faid fhe, ¢ my dear h 1|ﬂ:;1[. in lhdt

¢ Dalin-
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¢« Dalincourt, whom you have {worn to love eternally, behold
< your wife Emilia, that Emilia, whom you left a bride and a
¢ ;,-'L[~g;i[~1 at fixteen ; u'lmﬂn you imagined dead, and who will
¢ not live a moment, if you refufe to -lLl\’lL‘“p,ukl"C and receive
¢ hep.—

¢ You cannot now L:(}m[ﬂain that I am a wife 'nn;mﬂ,-d upon
hofe me freely out of pure inclination ; our parents
- to do in it; love only engaged us, and from love
- to poflefs you. 'This is my claim; and if you
allow it, T am blefled to the height of all” my

4

¢ wifhes.’

Polydore gaz zed on her with a filent admiration. He exa-
mined every feature over and over, then throwing his arms round
her neck, and almoft flifling her with kifles : ¢ Are you really
¢ Emilia -,‘uj-;J he ', and have I confirmed my former marriage
¢ by a new choice, by a choice which I never will depart from,
and which mﬁ.]u., me n.\, lniw]wh of men? O my angel, what
wonders do you tell me! how is 1t puil ible that I hﬂd you
here at Brufiels, when I thou UhL you in your grave ? Explain
¢ all this to me, and let me know how much 1 wronged you
¢ formerly, that I may try to repair it all by my future
conduét.’

Count Aguilar and his lady joining with him in a defire to
know her h-.fm;j, {he related it as fallows

~

-

-~

~

The History of POLYDORE and EMILIA,

O U may reme: 1,'_\1 I“'{.-LU.L,L, hat as foon as we were
parted, country with my father, be-

mg Llﬂ'mmu] to aj }31 ar Iﬂl La."\JsL. .J;JLL] the af Lu \L your L.n"lu 10Us

o

averfion had put upon me.
My pride was mc,pl\ wounded ; but, with fhame I own it,
fuffered moft. I was bred up to
1ad learned to love you from a

[ 1
Z 2 child,

my love was the pathion that |
confider you as my huiband ;

1971
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childy and your. petfon was fo wenderfully agreeable, that I f

could not leck upon you with indifference : nay, fuch was my
partiality in your favour, that I could not ilL.l"l.l(ll niring you fo
wnr{plri{ in affe rt ing the freedom of your choi 1CE; \nd |L|fu'ﬁ.u

r
1
| -t “ 1
VO In.-my: Nedart ror A

proceeding which openly I was obliged
to C|1'l|'-11"u-'u. iH this w r-'Ln,]“.u ftate of mmd I remained fome
ye: U]l ifortunate event of the civil war deprived my
I.JJL[ of :ii'\. eltate, and drove him out to feek refuge in a foreign
country. We fettled at Paris, where, with three or four thoufa ad
pounds, which we found means to carry off, part in money, and
the reft of it 1n jewels, we main tained ourfelves well eno ugh
in a private way, which pleafed my melancholy better than any

i

other. In this retreat, where we faw no company, but two or
three French women that lodged in the houfe with us; Iamufed
myflelf with learm

[ = ]

ning the-French tor igue, which I had fome
u.m‘.'-u]"g of before I came to France; and by fpeal

INo No-
; ¢ Ing no
ng elfe for three or four years, I became.fo ver

y perfect i 1t
1

't it was (]m.;mt to difcover by my accent that I was not

thi
ha

g

born at Pa I mention this, becaufe it has fince been of ufe
to,me, in mu.n'ut-sj me pafs more eafily upon you for the Frenc

o i e . - t ot |
woman I perfonated.—The third year of our refidence at
my father i

for many injurie
. s ey .

my ftory. TI
: French gentle
circumfta -]tt'\

voman was a native of ‘-"11""‘1',
1 1'\ . r

g left her in »

a fifter much younger tha

- Paris

bu

" .y Uy
not fo handlome, who lived with her
: 15 at that tin

]
!1 e |.'E._111.a were i II- pow l'l'. \_'J"l-..J.Iii.!

e near three

‘| In a 1'3;11.n,=!1 tor her ‘.'.':1;._1 noth L but dotage
L 1T WEnt 1€ GECW 21117 £ 1Marry 1CT,
and to iu!lu upon her id pounds, leaving me no

Tan ) TR 7

the woiih of my own jewels, which {carce amounted
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to a'thoufand. ' But her avarice was not fatisfed with all this;
There was a French nobleman who had !m‘.:“; courted me for a
=

and ni

t finding me fo complying as he withed, thought

way was to buy me of my mother-in-law, whom he
> capable of fuch a barg

kiiew tG O

A 1€1 &
{fent of two thoufand crowns to introduce him ht to my
apartment, The wicked creature accepted ‘of ibe, and

 E b ek j - < For g . TS nr iy |
li[x!“",_f‘ ner opportunity. winen my father was gone into the

» 1 1 * " B 1 n
country, brought him late one night into my chamber, where
{he :-}‘.I_;t;:.:l:.:r_l he would & fafl :_lf‘i-.'c:‘_ But ed
1 T 1 1 Ll | T =
that I-and mademoifelle Du Frefne,

1 e 1 !
:]fl\'l I.JE_:'..'I] engaged 1n !'L‘E'l(ll.!‘,il; 4 romanc

: : :
yond our viual hour; andas!

room wias on the

] O ! T p AP | LD e % )
the houfe, not to duturb the family 1n pa
1 P

went to bed with me. The romance run f{o v
head that I could not fleep f

or thinking of it; and percewving
that thdattenianeviry beokt L AT
that the moon fhone véry brightl pped on a night-

alu"l went out lo g irden l,l.t

to. my cham

] hea C ; and ¢
. 1 1 -
alulrance, ugell with her at {fuch
1 ey P Ity T ¥ u
age, that I was almolt alraid I came too late, [ joined
3
My CTIEs 10 AEYsy and e nolle we madae 10 al 1aF-
1 il 1 -
1 iC, 4 Lilid
1 y
O ET |
- L i Ll
| .
1oy I
1 :
T
|
1 .
l
il G

W W1

ol
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foon-reached my father’s ears; and I was fo angry-at my ftep-
mother for her intention againft my honour, that, in the heat of
my paflion, I told him all that the mnqm; had revealed, and
Du Frefne confirmed it; which imprudence we had both reafon
to repent of, My father was fo fhocked and afHiéted at it, that
it threw him into a {_\u, which [‘.hl.'l"'(,x mortal.  He was no
fooner dead, but his loving widow turned her fifter and me out
of doors, ar ‘ltl it was with oreat difliculty that I carried off my
money and neceflary app a.d In this diftrefs, which was the
greateft I ever knew, Du Frefne propofed to me to go with her
to Bruflels, where fhe had an old aunt whom :}'Ju expected
fomething from, and that would be willing to receive us. -1
oladly accepted of he - propofal, my {pirit being too high to re-
tum to England in the condition I was reduced to. When we
came to f:lLEliLJb we found that her aunt was (]u:_Ld} but had left
her the_beft part of what the had, which amounted to a reafon-
able fubfiftence. We agreed that I fhould board with her un-
der the name of mademoifelle Dalincourt, and prc{'cml I was a
3';1.1t1un of her former brother-in-law ; fhe not caring to fay
any thing of the laft alliance, which had hrf.n attended w;lh uch
1:1 luniu]uwws to us both. Upon this foot I lived with her
very LJ"IL_'r Yy till the count 4. "guu;:;‘ found me out, '.1|_1c.[, b}’
corrupting my IH"‘FCL'rl'-li"" friend, obtained more 1.1'L.ilLii;Ell accels
to me than I defired.

You remember the diforder I was in when he brought you
furft to fee me. . Iknew you 1-*9{.111'1\'; for my love had traced
your image too ftrongly i

1 1y mind to be effaced by any length
of time; whereas your |

rence quickly made you lofe all

1

memory of me, and the alteration of almoit fifteen years had
L]I..!_'Igt.] my perfon entirely from what it was when you faw:me

laft.—1I thoug
going, as foon as I could fpeak, to difcover myfelf to yous; but
perceiving that you did not remember me, I checked myfelf,
and invented a pretence to cover my confufion. = It ftruck me,

A that

it I thould have died with the ]-|,|;'|1|:'51F-,,'j and was
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that T might poflibly make fome advantage of the difguife in
which you faw me: at leat, T was fure of the ftisfaction of
converfing with you freely, and knowing what had happened to
you fince our parting, When you came to me again as the
confidant of the count d‘Aguil.:i', it was no {mall revenge and
pleafure to me, to fee you ignorantly helping another man to
debauch your own wife; and I could have found in my heart
to have let you fucceed in your friendly mediation, as a punifh-
merit for the injuries you had done me: but my virtue foon re-
je&ed that temptation, and I thought of nothing but how to
gain your efteem,

" When you brought me the bafe propofal of count Aguilar, it
appeared to me fuch a mark of your contempt, that I fully re-
folved not to fee you any more, But when you exprefled a re-
pentance of that fault, and declared a reflpe@ful paflion for me,
even to the offering me marriage, I yielded to the dictates of my
love, and admitted you to all freedoms but one. That I told
you your future conduét might obtainy and T believe, faid fhe
bluthing, you will hardly now have the fame relu@ance to ac-
cept it as you had formerly. But though I had thus engaged

o

you by your promife, and ftill more by your inclination, my
happinefs was far from being fixed. While the name of Eniilia
was concealed, I could not tell how the knowledge of it might
afte@® you, It was ftill in your power to make me miferable,

:
by bein

y angry with my innocent deceit; but fince you have
a *-i'.umré it, and acknowledge me for your wife,
t my whole ftudy and ambition to deferve that
title, ‘and never think of my palt misfortunes, but to inhance
my prefent happinefs.

Thus Emilia ended her narration, and received the compli-
ments' of Count -Aguilar and his Lady,. who both exprefled the
higheft joy at her aood fortune.

Polydore; on his fide, endeavoured to perfuade the Countef
to- follow the example of Emilia, and be reconciled to her huf
:

|
Walifes

3




red him cald

Y9

of tempet of the ce

(s, which would wear itlelf out

ome now,
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aration ; how then could fhe Hatte: ]il_'|1u'.:,
v f R [ ERY= . LR
would LKe her better w
1 o
what fhe

had received abundant proof that his efteem cor

{he was really lefs amiable? that

had done for him
his love, I know, faid fhe, the weaknefs of my heart: were
I tolive with him again, I {hiould be :!';.-.[-.:11-; of hus
he did not oive me caufe; and that would certainly make
both unhappy. Itisbett
and endeavour to fecure my own tranquillity, by retirn

. 1 ¥ "l_ e
1ich I am unft tor.

er for me to leave him to his pleafures,

1
a ‘.'.'[]'-'I{] w

Polydore, finding it in vain to arg er, and admiring

ek il s s e
the oreatnels ol her mind, took his

he count, and

3

2 1 1 T . v ‘. ;
returned to Bruflels, where his mar

1kl Was coni=
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From Londeo:

vho has a houfe about twenty miles from London,

I WENT yefterday with one of my acquaintance to fee afriend
of his, who ha l
e R

| - i e 1 P ragy :.-r-n.-. ¥ o
11 DEEN & CltlZzen and race |!_'J||!-:} DUL
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lucky hit in the mote promntanle trade of
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{tock-jobbing, he as fuddenly fet up fora i archite@ure

§ 1|~.,:_: arts w

’.-Ii,']] men ol (,'r'II:':]].,I_'\ ‘.".'U'.]It] ]lf"._:

thought to underftand, and bailt this houfe as a fpecimen of
' ] mid(t of

ILCTy We WErc carricd 1mio a room without a il;L—l‘J:uU.. s ana

5 learning, W hen we came 1n, thouel 1t was 1 the

which
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which /ooked, if pofhble, ftill colder than it felr. I fuppole,
faid I, this ffone-vaw/t that we are in, is deligned to be #be bu-
rying=place of the family 3 but I {hould be glad to fee the rooms
in which they /Jive, for the chillnefs of thefe walls is infuppor-
table toa Perfian conftitution, J

I fee, faid my companion, that you have »o taffe, or elle you
could not be cold in a falson fo beantiful as this.

Before I had time to make him any anfwer, the malfter of
the houfe came in; but, inftead of carrying us to a fire, as I
hoped he would, he walked us about all his vaft apartments,
then down into the offices under ground, and laft into a garden,
where a north-ealt wind, that blew very keen from off a bearh
to which it was laid open, finilhed what the faloon had begun,
and gave me a cold, which took away my voice in the very
inftant that I was going to complain of what he made me
fuffer. At length we ended our obfervations, and fate down to
dinner, in a room where, by good fortune, the rules of archi-
teéure allowed us to be warm: but when the meat was ferved,
[ was in great confufion not to know how to afk for any difh
of all I faw before me ; for it feems the gentleman ate in the
French way, and nothing came up to his table in its natural
form. My uneafinels was fill greater, when, upon tafting of
five or fix different compofitions, I found they were all mixed
with the fleth of * hogs, which I could not touch without pol-
lution.

After lofing my dinner in this manner, I was ents
the evening with a converfation between the gentleman of the
houfe and another man (who, they told me, was an architect)
fo fuffed with hard words and terms of art, that I could not
underftand one part in five of it, They talked much of certain
men called, wirzwoff, whom, by the near relation their title
bore to wirtwe, 1 took at firft to be a Jeél of rigid moralifts :
but, upon enquiry, I difcovered that they were a company of

% Larded.

Aa fidlers,

-

ined all
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~ 1 aJ J e -|?I & . J'.II---I nr . AT --I
fidlersy  ewnuchs, painters, builders, gardencrs ; and, . above all,

gentlemen that had ravelled into Italy, who immediately came
home kkrlt 1zoft, though they went out the i ) i
in the world. This order of men, which i
(as I could colleé from th-‘: dilcourfe a;}" i/

1 | - b . r 1 I. P— - T rE ] 3 P -
ity over the hody ol thelr countrynien:

& g

a {fort of fe':,mf.f..,_ feg i g hoi £

they bid one man pu!l (1L.J\-I. his houfe, and build -:w"lht-:-,
i

which ll_t an neither pay for, nor inhabit; they take a di :lmn,

rniture of a fecond, and command him to change it

nt one Mmore expeniive and lefs (.'.l'JI"J'I|‘!'Ll-Ll-(T".5“.; they
|

an gpera, when he had ra-

order a third to go and lapguith

M 1 5 & L - ’ 1 . . & R
ther be .='.mh oing in a bear-garden : 1L is even feared they will
m, to decide what fort of woman every man fhall

1I.Jt,t1b - apa rticular colour of eyes and hatr

r_},l,-{" r1||? -r )J

I del ired to lh infoi I'l”’l wh LEJ‘-:_] t

p

_"{u faid Ik, it is fo -'.*’-.r!'r.fh, that .11] the f WS oi it are chan vul
once in every feven years; and that which before was the o
hing right, becomes at once a bigh crime and mifdemeans
U pon the whole, it appears to me to be a L.lml of epi ..f’ww;:rrf
/i, and I am afraid to return to my own country, for fear

been in

] 11 1mlq carry it w rith me Lul[lLLL, as thofe who have
[taly bring the infe&ion along with them into England.

LET TER XEXIK

SeLiv 7o Mirza az Ifpahan.

From London.
’r HERE is alady’s houfe where I often pals my time, though
I have k-'L‘l':n' little intimacy w ith her: beca .IL it 1s r:_'.“'_i“\-'
¢ ;".’_:c‘, and 1ﬁ1[—.1|1ﬁ a vilit to half the town.
¢ I went thither I congratulated her on the prodi-
2 gious
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gious number of her friends, and told her, that {he muft cer-
ly be poflefled of moft extraordinary perfe@ions, 'to ‘attra@
aricty of peop L, and phdh them L.]E alike, But-1
1at, in all that crowd of vifitants, there was hardly
n ' for

ufe they

8
fuch a v
{foon found tl
one who came thither on her account, but that their
coming was the fame as hers for receiving them, beca
had nothing elfe to do.

The laft time I was there I met a gentleman, whofe chara@er
I was ftill a ftranger to, though I was very well acquainted

with his face.
I want to know (faid I to a lady who fate next me) what is

the merit of that gentleman over-againit us, which recommends
him fo much to dJl the world? It feems to me that he does
nothing, fays nothing, means nothing, and is nothing ; yet I
always fee him in good company !

His chara&er, faid fhe, may be comprehended in very few
words—he is a good-natured man.

I am mighty glad to hear it, returned I, for I want fucha
man very much: there is a friend of mine in great diftrefs, and
it lies in his power to do him fervice.

No, faid {he, he is of too indolent a temper, to give himfelf

the trouble of ferving any body.
Then what fignifies his goo
do you know that he bas any
.{)L'ri‘]'l' this dialogue een us, the reft of the company had
turned l]!v'._ll difcourfe w
were {pared by them, that were good enough
worth attacking.

The good-natured man fate filently

anfwered I; or how

b
]

etw
':n':]. upon _{Lﬂnqcl] ; and few reputations
to be thought

7 attentive, and with grea
Wy r. 1 1
hll]ﬂ-l]]ll_}' let them abufe his abfent friends, as much as they

thought fit.

When that was over, he began to entertai
for the death of a noble n.;rlc'-n who, he faic been his pa-
tron and benefaQor: bus, methought, he talked of it mightily

Aaaz at

.‘1 3 o -
[N D1 10rrow
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¢ his eafeyand . the: lady, who bad. given me his charaéter,
whifpered nie, that, notwithftandipg his obligations and love to
the deceafedy he was now making court to his worlt enemy, as
obfequioufly as he ever had to bim.

At that inftant there came in a certain coloncl, who, as foon
as he faw my gentleman, ran up fto him, and embracing him
very tenderly, my dear Jack, faid he, thou fhalt be drunk with
me to-night.

You know I have been ill, faid the other gently, and drinking
does not agree with me.

No matter for that, replied the colonel, you muft pofitively
be drunk before you fleep; for I am difappointed of my com-
pany, and will not be reduced either to drink by myfelf, or to
go to bed fober.

The gosd-natured man could not refift fuch obliging folli-
citations: he kindly agreed to the propofal, and all the room
exprefled their apprehenfions, that his good-nature would be
the death of him fome time or other.

EERXRLRLEL
L ET T E R ROV

Serim 26 Mirza e Ifpahan.

From Londomn.

HAD, laft night, {fo extraordinary a dream, and 1t made

fach an impreflion upon my mind, that I cannot forbear
writing thee an account of it.

I thought I was tranf{ported, on a {udden, to the palace of
I{pahan. Our mighty lord was fitting on a throne, the {plendor
of which my eyes could hardly bear : at the foot of it were his
emirsy and great officers, all proftrate on the ground in adora-
tion, and expe&ing their fate from his commands. Around
him ftood a multitude of his guards, ready to execute any

orders
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orders he Thould give, and ftriking terrot'into' the hearts, of  all
his fubjeéts.— My foul was awed with the majefty of the fcene;
and T faid to myfelf, can a king of England compare himfelf to
this? can he, whofe authority is confined within the narrow
bounds of law, pretend to an equality with-a monarch, whofe
power has no limits but his will?

I had fcarce made this rdluuia_m, when, turning my €eyes a
fl-n;'u'-.u.l time towards the throne, inftead of the /fophs, [ faw an
ennuch feated there, who feemed to govern more dePULIC'ﬂl
than he. The ewnuch was foon changed into a woman, who
alfo took the ziara and the fword. To her fucceeded another,
and then a third: but, before fthe was well eftablithed in her
feat, the captain of the guards that ftood around us marched
up to the throne and feized upon it. In that moment I looked
and beheld the /ophi lying firangled on the floor, with his wizir

and three of his ;.’;f!mms Struck with horror at this fpectacle,
I left the palace, and ooing out into the city, faw it abandoned
to the 1"111?.\' of the iuhl.ua, who pillaged all its riches, and cut
the throats of the defencelefs inhabitants. From thence I made
my efcape into the country, w hich was a wafte uncultivated
defert, w h re 1 found nothing but idlenefs and want.
O, faid I, how much ],113 sier is England, and how much
ater are 1" kings! Their throne is eftablithed upon juftice,
.uul I]' erefore cannot be overturned. "They are guarded by the
affections of their people, and have no military violence to fear.
They are 1_1[(; moft to be honoured of all princes, becaufe their
government is belt framed to make their fubjeés rich, happy,
and fafe.

18
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5 7
SeLiM Zo Mirza ar [{pahan.
From London.

I HAD fome difcourfe to-day with an Englith gentleman,
who has an affe&ation of being L]mnght a great philo/opher :
1ing elfe but refining away all

{ L
{
|
)

It Not

his pretenfions to it confifl
the happinefs of his life. By a great force of reafoning, he is
arrived at a total difielifh of himfelf, and as complete an indif~
ference to otbers. 1 am quite weary of living, faid he to me: ' I
have gone through every thing that bears the name of pleafure,
and am abfolutely difgufted with it all. I have no tafte for
the common amufements of wine, women, or play, becaufe I
have experienced the folly of purfuing them: and as for bufi-
nefs, it appears to me to be more ridien/ous than any of the
three. The buftle of the town difturbs my quiet, and in the
country I am dying of the fpleen. I believe I fhal go with
you into Perfia, only to change the fcene a little 3 and when I
am tired of being there, take a dofe of opium, and remove to
the other world.

I hope, Mirza, that thou and T fhall never know what it is
to be /o wife; but make the beft of thofe comforts and delights
which nature has kindly beftowed upon us, and endeavour te
diffufe them as wide as poflible, by the pra&ice of thofe virtues
from which they flow.—

B N o
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SeriMm Zo Mirza ar Ifpahan,

I'rom London.
“T"HERE is another gentleman of my acquaintance, who is
a philofopber, but of a {pecies very different from him I de-

{cribed to thee in my laft.
He
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«.dl ra cloom over his mind, that it is to #hat chiefly he owes
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it 15 probable they are not very w for he himifelf is never
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Serim 20 Mirza ar Ifpahan,
From London.

WENT laft night with my friend to {fee a lady, whole
houfe is the favourite refort of the moft agrecable people of
both fexes. The lady herfelf received me with a good breed-
ing, which I found was the refult of good {enfe: fhe treated me
as a firanger that came ¢2 fee, not like a monfler that came to
be feen; and feemed more defirous to appear in a good light
herfelf to me, though a Perfian, than to fet me in a ridiculous
one to her company. The converfation turned upon various
fubje@s, in all which (he bore a confiderable, but not a petulant
or overbearing part; and with modefty fhewed herfelf a mi-
ftrefs of molt of the living languages, and not unacquainted
with ancient and modern hiftory.

The reft of the company had their due fhare of the conver-
fation, which was carried on with fpirit and good maoners. One
gentleman in particular diftinguithed himfelf by the fuperiority
of his wit, accompanied with fo much delicacy and politenefs,
that none who heard him felt themfelves hurt by that pre-emi-
nence, which he alone feemed not to be conlcious of.

His wit was all founded on good fenfe ; it was wit which a
Perfian could comprehend as eafily as an Englifhman; whereas
moft that I have met with from other men, who are ambitious
of being admired for that accomplifhment, is confined not only
to the tafte of their own countrymen, but to that of their own
peculiar fet of friends. When this gentleman had entertained
us for an hour or two, with the jufteft, as well as livelieft re-
marks, both on perfons and things, that I ever heard, he went
away 3 and to comfort us for lofing him, there came in ¢he man
of great good-nature, whom I defcribed to thee in one of my
former letters.

-

This
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This cotrteous p:;/;ﬂ, h:.'ulng all of us very warm in pmﬁ.
of the other’s wit, joined in with us, but ended his panegyric,
with a plain, though indire& mrnunlml, that there was a Ja-
tirical turn in it, meh rendered it very g.r'am;;ﬂ ous, and that
the gentleman could not poflibly be {o witty, but at the ex-
pence of his good-nature.

I could not help being quite angry at {o impertinent and ill-
grounded a refle@ion, on a man for whom I had conceived a
great efteem, and defired to know why he {‘unpoﬂ:d him to be
ill-natured, only becaufe he was not du/l. Has he abufed,
faid I, any *.muhf man? Has he defamed any woman of good
chara@er? If all the edge of his wit is turned on thofe who
are _]ll[n]}' the objeéts of ridicule, his wit is as great a benefit to
private life, as the fword of the magiftrate is to the public

My gentleman, fearing to be drawn into a difpute, w Hichiclie
could not carry on without e \Im*mg the fecret envy of his
heart, changed the difcourfe: and for the reft of his ftay among
us, which was not very u]h, kept a moft firi& filence, and
gave no other indications of life, but that of laughing when-
ever any body laughed ; and nods and geltures of approbation
to whoever fpoke.

The moment he was gone, I told my h:cnc] that I did not
much wonder to fee lh.n gentleman in mived company, where
it was enough that he gave no UuL]l\.L" but that, in a feleé
fociety as this was, he fhould ived only from a general
notion of his ovdod-nature, V.],LL.i was fupported by no one

a@ion of his life, feemed to me u*'tu,lx, um -countable: for,
even allowing his pret enfions to that title, I was fury prized that
fuch a chara@er fhould be fo Jearce, as to make it o very
valuable.

I can e: 1“‘.’ conceive, continued I, that the notorious reverfe
of that virtue would be a good reafon 70 fur» a man ous of com-
pany ; but I cannot think, that the l‘u“u-iun of that virtue,
deftitute of all others, is a reafon for letting bim imte it,

B b If
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If you will keep my fecret; replied my friend, T will tell
you the whole truth ; but if you difcover me, I:(hall pafls for:
ill-natured myfelf, You muft know then, that there are about
this town ten thoufand fuch fellows as this, who, without a
grain of fenfe or merit, make their way by reciprocally com-
plimenting one another. Their numbers. make them formi-
dable, efpecially fupported as they are, by the fair fex. They
fneak into good company like dogs after fome man of fenfe,
whom they feem to belong to; where they neither bark nor
bite, but eringe and fawsn : fo that neither good-manners nor
humanity will allow one to kick them out, till at laft they ac-
quire a fort of right by fufferance. They preferve their charac-
ter, by having no will of their own, which in reality is owing
to their having no diftinguithing judgment. They are all
pofleffed of fome degree of cunning, and their paflions are
too low and dull to break in upon it, or hurry them into
the indifcretions of men of parts. Befides, they know that they
are in a conftant ftate of probation, where the leaft tranfgreflion
damns them: they carry no compenfation about them ; for
aftive faults will not be borne, where there are at beft but se-
gative virtues. The fmall number of people of fenfe are
forced to fubmit in this, as in many other filly cuftoms, to a
tyrannical majority, and lavith undefervedly the valuable cha-
rader of good-nature, to avoid being as unjultly branded with
that of ill-nature themfelves,

Might not another reafon be given for it ? ‘anfwered L. . Are
not wanity and fe/f-love the great caufes of not only the tole-
ration, but the privileges thefe people enjoy ? and does not fe-
curity from cenfure, certainty of apP]aufc, or the difcovery of
an eminent fuperiority, prevail with thofe of the beft parts to
really like what they only pretend to fuffer, the converfation of
thofe of the worlt§

Very poffibly, replied my friend ; at leaft the wanizy of the
wifeft is certainly the comfors of the weakeft, and feems to be

given
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gwen as an allay to fuperior underﬁandmgs, like ‘cares to fupe-
rior ftations, to prefervea certain degree of equality, that Pro-
vidence intended among mankind.

HAAEAAOINNK
LETTER XXXVIIL

Sevim fo Mirza at Ifpahan,
From London.

Had yelterday the pleafure of a fpe@acle, than which no-
tiuntr is more ftriking to a foreigner, becaufe he can have

a right i8ea of itnio where elie; T faw the three eltates of the
kingdom aflembled in parliament, The king was on his throne
in all his majefty ; around him fate the peers in their different
robes ; at the bar flood the fpeaker of the commons, attended
by the houfe. Accuftomed as I am to the fublime court of our
ghrcrtt emperor, I beheld this feene with much more reverence
but it was reverence mixed with love. Now, and never ull
now, did I {fee a true image of civil government, the fupport
and perfe@ion of human fociety., A tyrant’s court is no more
worthy to be compared with this aflembly, than a lion’s den
with a temple.  Here fuch laws, as, after mature and free des
liberation, have obtained the concurrence of the mobles and
commons, receive the ropal affent ; nor can any bind the people
which have not the '111thom‘_v of that sriple /Pmﬁ:m. A gen-
tleman who came with ‘me made me: obferve, that when the
commons fent up the fubfidies granted to the king, he zbanked
them for them, as an "ICI-I‘II’)WiL‘dUmEHt that he had no power
to raife them without their con{cnt : .mc;ent]}, added he, fup-
plies of money, and redrefs of grievances went together ; but,
fuch is the prefent happinefs of our condition, that we have
Bb 2 oye
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more money than ever to beftow, and #o grievances at all ito
be redrefled.

I have heard, faid I, that when thefe gifts are moft liberal,
they have a natural tendency, like plentiful exhalations drawn
from the earth, to fall again upon the place from whence they
came.

He was going to anfwer me, when the houfe rofe, and put
an end to my enquiries.

SRR A
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LETTZER XXXIX,

Serim 20 Mirza af Ifpahan.
From London.
HIS morning I received a vifit from the gentleman under
whofe condué I had been at the houfe of lords. After
fome general difcourfe upon that fubje@, he afked me what I
thought of their nobility ?

I am too great a ftranger, anfwered I, to have formed a
right opinion of what they are ; but, if you pleafe, T will tell
you freely what I think they (hould be.

An Englifh nobleman fhould be a ftrenuous aflertor of the
privileges of the people, becaufe he is perpetually intrufted wich
the care of them ; and, at the fame time, defirous to preferve
the juft rights of the crown, becaufe it is the fource from
which his honour is derived.

He fhould have an eftate that might fet him above depen-
dance, and employ the fuperfluities, if fuch there were, not in
improving luxury, but extending charity.

He fhould make his dignity eafy to his inferiors, by the
modefty and fimplicity of his behaviour; nor ever think
himfelf too great for the loweft offices of friendfhip and

humanity.
He
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He fhould claim no privilege that might exempt him from
the ftricteft rules of juftice; and afford his prozeffion not to
men ébnoxions to the law, but to every modeft virtue and ufe-
ful art. :

The chara&er you have drawn, replied my friend, though
it be rare, yet is not imaginary : fome there are to whom fiill
it may belong ; and it eminently exiits in a young nobleman,
grandfon and beir, to alate illuftrious commander, whofe zame
even in Perfia is not unknown.

EEXAEXRXEA R
LET TR R &l

Serim fo Mirza af prnhar’:.

From London.

TI-I E Englifh are bleit with fome privileges which no other

nation now in the world enjoys in fo high a degree. One
is, that they cannot be long deprived of their liberty upon fuf-
picion of any crime, not even of trealon itfelf, without being
brought to a tryal: another 1s, that they cannot be sortured,
either to force a confeflion of what is laid to their charge, or
a difcovery, of their accomplices, It is a wonderful thing that
even in many free ftates thefe two eflential rights of human
nature have not been fecured: for can any thing be more re-
pugnant to natural juftice, than to punifh without proof of a
crime ? or is there a greater punifhment than long imprifonment,
and the infli¢tion of violent pain, either of which i1s worfe than
death to an innocent man? From both thefe evils the Englifh
are guarded by their excellent laws, which have alfo provided
that none (hall undergo the vexation and {hame of a tryal in a
criminal caufe without the confent of twelve of their country-
jurys nor can fentence be paft

men, who are called the grand
UPUH
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upon them but by the unanimous voice of twelve more of their
equals, with as ftrong provifions (imtrials for treafon efpecially)
apainft any influence of fear or corruption, as human laws are
able to frame. To thefe glorious privileges is added the right
of being taxed by none but their reprefentatives, of advifing
the king in a parliamentary manner upen all matters of go-
vernment, of enquiring into the condu@ of “minifters, of ar-
raigning the guilty, and taking them out-of the fhelter of the
throne, liberty of fpeech in parliament, and liberty -of writing
and publithing with all decent freedom what every man
thinks upon public affairs.  When I confider all ‘thefe advan-
tages, and refle&t on the ftate I am in when in my own
country, expofed upen the lighteft fufpicion to be fhut up ina
prifon, to be tortured there, and, if ever brought out from
thence, to be tried by a partial judge, poflibly by my accufer
himfelf, to have my eftate taken from me at the emperor’s
pleafure, having no means of redrefs againft him, or his mi-
nifters, and deprived of the power even to complain; when I
refle& on all this, I cannot but look upon the loweft fubject of
England with envy, and with refpect, as I fhould on a being
of an order fuperior to mine. But on the other hand, were
there an Englifhman wicked and foolifh enough to give up the
leaft of thefe rights for any temptation of fortune or power, 1
fhould look down upon him, however exalted by titles or
wealth, with more contempt than upon the loweft flave in my
feraglio : forif wrwilling flavery be the worft of misfortunes,
Doluntary fervitude is the bafeft of crimes.

LET-
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LETTER XLI,

Serim to Mirza a2 Ifpahan,
From London.

' BOUT a fortmght ago I went in _company with one of
= my a(,quamtancc, to fee a place in this city, called the
Exchange, which is the general rendezvous of all the merchants,
not only of England, but the whole trading world. I never
et came into an gffembly with {fo much refpeét as into this.
Thefe, faid I, to my friend, are the moft #/efw/; and there-
fore the moft Aonourable of mankind. They are met here to
carry on the common happinefs; their gaimns are the advan-
tage of the public; and their /abour makes the eafe of human
life.

1 had fcarce fpokc thefe words; when he carried me out into
a mg&&wrmg alley, where 1 alfo faw {ome bufy faces, but
which looked, mtthnught very different from the ozbers.
Thefe, faid he, are a fort of .rme whofe whole bufinefs is
conﬁmd within the compafs of this allc‘}, where they create a
kind of ebb and flow, which they know how to turn to good
account ; but which is defiru&ive to all trade, except zbeir own.
Nay, thw have: fometimes- raifed fuch uult,nt tempefis. beres
that half the wealth of the nation has been funk by it.

They are then a fort of magicians, anfwered 1. .

A molt diabolical one truly, replied he; and what is moft
wonderful, the maflers of the art have the fecret torender them-~
felves invifible. Though they are always virtually prefent bere,
they never appear to vulgar eyes: but fome of their /mps are
frequently difcovered, and by their motions, the fkilful in this
traffic tcer their courfe, and regulate their ventures.

While he was faying “Hhis to me, there came up to us an ill-

looked fellow, and LLILcd if we had any flock to fell.
My
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My friend whifpered me in.the ear, that this was an imp.—

1 ftarted; called on Mahomet to prote& me, dnd made the
beft of my way out of the alley.

EARXRXEXEX

LiE-TyT-B R XLIL

Serim fo Mirza at [1‘;}:;11;.1{1.

From London.

THAT Abdallah, whom I mentioned in a former letter, is
gone from England ; thou wilt be affe®ed with the virtue

of the man, when I tell thee the caufe of his departure. He
fent laft week to defire I would come to him; I came, and
found him opprefled with the deepeft forrow. Ah, Selim, faid
he to me, I muft leave thee; I muft go and difcharge my
duty to the beft of fathers: I muft give my all for him to
whom I owe it. At thefe words he put a letter into my hand,
which he had juft received the day before: I found by it, that
his father, who was a merchant, in a voyage from Grand Cairo
to Aleppo, was taken by a cruizer of the ifle of Malta, and
being unable himfelf to pay his ranfom, had writ to his fon to
do it for him. Thou knoweft, faid he to me, that I am not
rich:: to raife the fum demanded for my father’s liberty, I muft
fell all my effe&s, and leave myfelf without the means of a fub-
fiftance, except what my labour can procure me. = But my
own diftrefs is not what concerns me moft: the fear of poverty
cannot fright me from my duty; I only grieve for the fate of
my poor wife, whom the ruin of my fortune will expole to
indigence and fhame, It is for her fake that I have fent for
you ; and I conjure you by all our friendthip, by the prophet
and the God whom we adore, not to refufe me the firft favour
I ever atked.—When he had faid this, he opened the door of
another room; where I faw a beautiful woman in the Turkifh
habirt,




LA - B T BRE XLIL

habit, who, with a modefty peculiar to our Eaftern ladies, en-
deavoured to conceal herfelf from my regards. .~ Come hither,
Zelis, faid my friend, and fee the man whom I have chofen to
prote& you: fee him who muft fhortly be your hufband in the
room of the unfortunate Abdallah. Then turning to me, and
weeping bitterly, This, cried he, O Selim, is the grace for
which I am a Ii:;};:li:mt : permit me to give her toa man. who
[ know will ufe her well; I am refolved to diverce her this
very inftant, according to the power allowed me by our law,
if you will confent to take her for your wife; nor could the
{'U'i“.vhi himfelf make you a prefent of greater value. If the
charms of her perfon are not {ufficient to recommend her to
you, know that her mind is ftill fairer and more accomplifhed.
11.:E-¢Jught her with me into England three years ago, in all
which time, {he has hardly ftirred out of my houfe, nor defired
any company but mine. Jt is impoflible to be happier with
a wife, than T have been with her: nothing fhould ever have
prevailed on me to part with her, but the defire to {eparate her
from my misfortunes, and to procure her a maintenance agre-
able to her birth and merit, which I am no longer able to
provide for her myfelf.

He had {carce ended, when the lady, tearing’ her hair, and
beating the whiteft breaft I ever faw, implored him not to think
of a {eparation, more painful to her than any mifery that po-
verty could reduce her to.

After many paflionate expreflions of her love, fhe declared,
that fhe would accompany him to Malta, and beg her bread
with him afterwards, if it was neceflary, rather than ftay be-
hind in the moft afluent condition, But he pofitively refufed
to let her go, and infifted upon giving, her to me, as the only
expedient to make him eafy, To carry her with me, faid he,
would be expoling her to fuch dangers and wants, as I can-
not endure even to think of. But lefs can I bear the thought
of leaving her here, in a nation of infidels, among women

P whe
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abo have given up modefly, and meh who profels fo make tar
wpon. it Where-ever it is to be found.  Your houfe 1s the only
afylum to which her virtue can fafely retire. As your wifg,
fhe will be prote@ed from any infult, even in this land of k-
centionfnefs. To thefe words of Abdallah, Zelis replied with
many argumenis, but with inore zears. 1 continued fome
time a filent witnefs of this extraordinary difpute ; but at lat,
feeing him determined to divorce her, I told him, I would
accept her as a treafure committed to my hands, not for my
own ufe, but to fecure it for my friend: that fhe thould re-
main with me under the charader of my wife, but I would al-
ways be a ftranger to her bed, and if at his return he found
himfelf in circumftances fufficient to maintain her, T would
reftore her back again to him untouched ; or in cafe they
fhould mutually defire 1t, carry her with me to my feraglio in
the Eaft. They were both m uch comforted with this aflurance,
and Zelis confented to ftay with me, fince Abdallah com-
manded it. The poor man embarked for Malta the following
week, with his whole fortune an board for his father’s ranfom,
and left me fo touched with his filial piety, that 1 made an
offer to pay part of it myfelf; but he told me I had ‘dene
enough for him, in taking care of what was deareft to him
upon earth, and refufed any further fuccour from me,
N. B, This Story is refumed, in Letter LXXVIIL
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LE AT E R IXLAL

SeriM vo Mixza @ Ipahan.
From London.
Lately fell into difcourfe with an Englithman, who has well
examined the conftitution ‘of his country: I begged him to

tell me what he thought of the prefent ftate of it.  Tweo prin-
cipal
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cipal evils, anfwered he, are making way for arbitrary power,
+f the court fhould ever be inclined to take advantage “of
them, wsz. the abule of our wealth, and the abufe of our elo-
quence. . The laft is, if pofiible, more milchievous than the
fielt 3 for it feduces thofe whom money could not corrupt. It
is the moft pernicious of all our refinements, and the meoft to
be dreaded in a free country. To fpeak truth, 1s the prvilege
of a freeman 3 to do it roundly and plainly, is his glory. Thus
-+ was that the antient Romans debated every thing that con-
cerned the common-wealth, at a time when they belt knew
how to govern, before Greece had infected them with rhetoric :
as nothing was propounded to them with difguife, they eafily
judged what was moft for their honour and intereft. But the
thing called eloquence here is of another kind. It islefs the
talent of enforcing truth, than of impofing falfhood; it does
not depend on a true knowledge of the matter in debate, for
generally it aims at nothing more than a fpecious appearance :
nor is wildom a neceflary quality in the compofition of an
orator; he can do without 1t very well, provided he has the
happy facility of difcourfing fioothly, and afferting boldly. 1
own to thee, Mirza, this account furprized me; we have no
knowledge in the Eaft of fuch an eloquence as this man de-
{eribed : it is our cuftom to fpeak naturally and pertinently,
without ever imagining that there was an art in it, or that
it was poflible to talk finely upon a fubject which we do not
underftand.

Pray, Sir, faid I, when thefe orators you tell me of have
been caught two or three times 2 @ lie, do not you treat them
with the utmoft contempt? Quite the contrary, anfwered he,
the whole merit and pride of their profeflion is to deceive : they
are to lay falfe colours upon every thing, and the greater
the impofition.is, the greater their reputation: the orator who
can only perfuade vs to act againft fome of our lefler interells,
18 hut @ genius of the fecond rate; but he who can compeltus

Ce 2 )

195




e )

PERSIAN ILET'TER!S.

by his elaquence to violate the moft effential, i an- able - mas
indeed, and will certainly 7ife very bigh. I{uppofe it may be
your cuftom in Perfia to beflow employments on fuch perfons.
as have particularly qualified themfelves for them: you put
the care of the army and the marine into the hands of foldiers
and feamen ; you make one man fecretary of flate, becaufe he
has been bred in foreign courts, and underftands the intereft
of your neighbouring princes; to another you truft the reve-
nue, becaufe he is fkilful in economy, and has proved himfelf
above the temptation of embezzeling what pafies through his
hands. Yes, replied I, this is {urely the right method, and I
conclude it muft be yours. No, faid he, we are above thofe
vulgar prejudices ; fuch qualifications are not requifite among
us: to be fit for any, or all of thefe pofts, one muft be a good

Jpeaker in' parliament. How! faid I, becaufe T 'make a fine

harangue upon a treaty of peace, am I therefore fit to fuperin-
tend' an army ? We think fo, anfwered he: andif T can plaa-
fibly defend a minifter of ftate from a reafonable charge
brought againft him, have I thereby a title to be taken into
the adminiftration ! Beyond difpute, in this country, anfwered
he.” Why then, by Mahomet, faid T, your government may
well be fick: what a diftempered body muft that be, whofe
members are fo monftroufly out of joint, that there is no one
part in its proper placel if my tongue fhould undertake ‘to do
the office' of my head and arms, the abfurdity and the impo-
tency would be juft the fame,

Yet thus, faid he, we go on, lamely enough, I 'muft con-
fefs, but fill admiring our own. wife policy, and. langhing at
the reft of the world,

You may laugh, replied I, as you think fit; but if the {ultan,
my mafter, had among his counfellors fuch an srazor as you
defcribe, a fellow that would prate ‘away truth, equity and
common fenfe; by the tomb of our holy prophet, he would

3 make
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make ‘a' mute of him; and fer him to watch- over the' feraglio
inftead: of the faze.

At thefe words, 1 was obliged to take my leave, 'and'our
difcourfe was broke off till ‘malher meeting.
ok Sl b A
L ET T E R XLIV.

Serim fo Mirza az Ifpahan.
From London.
HE next day I {faw my friend again, and he refumed the
fubje& of eloquence. You cannot 'n'wirt-:, faid he to
to me, of what fatal confequence this art of haranguing has
been to all free fates: good laws have been eftablithed by
wile men, who were far from being eloquent; and eloquent
men, who were far from being wile, htu every u]h,rc tkﬂm} ed
or cmlupnd them. Look mto hiftory, you will find, that the

fame pf_.tc-d which carried eloquence to its perfeétion, was al-
moft always mortal to liberty, The republics of (.JIL.LLLj and
that of Rome, did not fee their moft celebrated orators, till
the very moment that their conflitutions werc overturned.
And how, indeed, fhould it be otherwife ? When once it be-
comes, a lllfh;-m to advance men to dignity and power, not for
the good council that they g'u.c' but for an agreable manner of f

recommending bad ones; it is impoffible that a government fo
adminiftered can long fubfit. Is any thing Lump]am d of as
amifs ? Inftead of redrefs, they give you an oration: have you

}nu;mf;d a g« nd and needfal law ? In exchange for that you
receive an oration, Has vour natural reafon determined you
upon any imfta-: ¢ Up ;-;fs an orator, and fo confounds you,
that you are no longer able to reafon at all: is any right meas
fure to be obftruéte J, or wrong one to be advanced ? There is

an
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an-orator alw ays ready, and it is moft charmingly performed to
the delight of all the ht:trem

I do not know, faid I, what pleafure you may find in being
dec\.ncd : but I dare fay, fhould thele gultlum.u undertake to
inftrué a merchant in his bufinefs, or a farmer in his work,
without underftanding either trade or hufbandry, they would
only be laughed at for their palm and yet whenthey attempt
to puhmda, a nation to commit a tlmufdnd {enfelefs faults, they
are liftened to with Euat attention, and come off with abun-
dance of applaufe. © But for my part, Ithink they deferve no-
thing but hatred and contempt, for daring to phv with fuch
.J.u(.d things as truth, juftice, and public good_ in {fo wanton
and diffolute a manner.

Moft certainly, anfwered he, ﬂm' are very dangerous to all
focicty ; for what is it that they pmla['a ? do not they make 1t
their boaft, that they have the power to footh or inflame; that
is, in proper terms, to make us partial, or to make us mad?
are either of thefe tempers of the mind agreable to the duty of
a judge, or of a counfellor of ftate? I maintain, that it would
be juft as proper for us to decide a queftion of right or wrong,
after a debauch of wine, or a dofe of opium, as after being
heated or cooled, to the degree we often are, by ithe addrefs of
one of thefe {kilful fpeakers.

Wifely was it done by the Venetians, to banifh a member
of their fenate (as I have read they did) only becaufe they
thought he had too much cloqucnu, and gained too great an
afcendant in their councils by that lJCWlt(.hmfr talent. With-
out fuch a caution there is no fafety ; for we are led, when we
fancy that we a@ moft freely, and the man who can mafter
our affe@ions, will have but little trouble with our reafon—
but, to fhew you the power of oratory, in its ftrongeft light,
let us fee what it does with religion: in itfelf 1t is ilmpf ¢ and
beneficent, full of charity and humility; and yet, let an elo-
quent jefuit get up into a pulpit, what monftrous fyftems will

4 he
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e draw out of it! what pride, what tyranny will he make it
authorize | how much rancour and malignity will he graft upon
it If then the laws of God may be thus corrupted by the taint
of eloquence, do we wonder that the laws of men cannot
efcape ? No, faid T, no mifchiefs are to be wondered at, where
the reafon of mankind is fo abufed.

LE TVT BRi XLV,

Srim to Mirza a¢ Ifpahan,

From London.

TI—IE converfation I repeated to thee in my laft letter was
heard by a gentleman that fat near us, who, I have been
told, has found his account fo much in eloquence, as to be in-
terefted in the defence of it: accordingly, he attacked my
friend, and told him, he was afraid he had forgot his hiftory,
or he would have recolle&ted, that Demofthenes and Cicero,
the two greateft orators that ever were, employed their rhe-
toric in the fervice of their country. T might, perhaps, an-
fwered he, make fome obje&ions to the integrity of both ; but,
allowing what you fay, it.amounts to no more than this, that

eloquence may be of fervice to mankind in the pofieffion of

very good men; and fo may arbitrary power, of the greateft
fervice : but yet we fay in England, that it is wifer not to truft
to it 3 becaufe, as it is generally managed, it becomes a mott
grievous opprcﬂ‘mn, And, I am fure, I can fhew you in hiftery
as many orators that have abufed their eloquence, as kings that
have abufed their authority: for, befides the wickednefs com-
mon to human nature, the \.';mit'\' of maxing a bad caufe appear
a good one, is in itfelf a dangerous temptation. When a man
fees he is able to impofe upon the judgments of others, he muft
be a very honeft, and very modeft one indeed, if he never does

il
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it wrongfully. Alas, Sir, returned his antagonift, the gene-
rality of men are too weak to bear truth! they muft be cheated
into happinefs.—1I am fure they ate often ¢/ beated out of it, te-

]'-ln.d my nor can I wholly agree to your propofition in
the fenfe you underftand it. It may be neceffary for the go-

d, not to tell them the whole truth : {dme-
may be proper to be hid behind the veil of policy; but it

] to "cl] them fies,

are the inventions of very impious wmies
of T‘m wl pu blic good : ] re-
tence for R:ru:':.:_g 1"1::: private vices. Let us mm,du how
mankind was governed in thofe ages and ftates, where they are

ramment of mank

knewn to have been the lﬂplmn. How was it in Athens
while 1F1= laws of .‘ln_!-m_ preferved their force? Was it then
thought to /ie for the good of the commonwealth ?
:\.c..—u he people were truly ...-mer] of every l_IHnrr that con-
cerned them ; an l as they judged by their natural underftand-
ing, their LLu:[I]]l'l&' 10Ns wWere ilhht and their a&ions glorious :
but when the oraters had got t ]n. dmmnmn over them, ‘md they
were decerved upon 1 the principle you eftablifh, what was the con-
feguence ? their leaders became fa&ious and cor upt, their go-
vernment venal, their public councils uncertain and Fuﬂumnf*
either too weak f:'juu'-"' , or too rafbly bold ; till, at laft, ﬁc}m
generous high-fpirited freemen, they funk into prating, con-
[unpub !mu In Rome the cafe was much the fame: as
long as they were a great and free people, they unduhr}nd not
I]lLfL po litical lﬁmum nts. All governments, in their firft in-
ftitution, were founded in truth and juftice, and the firft rulers
of them were generally honeft men; but, by length of time,
corruption is introd L.ud and men come to Iuou upon t]l"ai-:,
frauds as neceflary to government, which their forefathers ab-
horred as deftrucive to it. It does not, faid T, he]cmg to me
to duml\, in this difpute; but it feems to be highly 1m},r;rt*enr,

that ¢4; 5 power of decerving for the public good ﬂwu}d be lod ;;cu
in
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in fafe hands. And, I fuppofe, that fuch among you as are
trufted with it, are very eonfiant and wuniform in their princi-
les : though zbe colours may vary, the pround of their condué
:s {till the fame. What with them is the effential and funda-
mental intereft of the nation zow, will certainly be {o next year :
difgrace or favour can ma ke no difference.

MR RN
LETTER XLVIL

Sermm 20 Mirza a¢ Hpahan.

From London.

Was the other day in company with a clergyman, who has

the education of feveral young noblemen committed to his
care: a truft of this importance made me regard him as one of
the moft confiderable men in England. This fage, faid I to
myfelf, has much to anfwer for: the virtue and happinefs of
the next age will in a great meafure depend on his capacity.—-
I was very defirous to enter into difcourfe with him, that T might
know if he was equal to his office, and tried all the common
topics of converfation ; but on none of thefe was I able to draw
aword from him : at laft, upon fome point being ftarted, which
cave him occafion to quote a Latin poet, he opened all at once,
and poured forth fuch a deluge of hard words, compoled out
of all the learned languages, that though I underftood but little
of his meaning, I could not help admiring his elocution.

As his fcholars were many of them born to an hereditary {hare
in the legiflature, I concluded he muil be thoroughly acquainted
with the Englifh conftitution, and able to infirué& them in the
knowledge of it: but, upon afking him fome queftions on that
{ubje&, I found, to my very great furprize, that he was more a
ftranger to it than mylelf, and had no notions of governnient,
but what he drew from the imaginary republic of a Greek phi-

D d lofopher.
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judge of zba¢ than any Wom:
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3} I 2
sou would want but owe Zafie more to be as accom; {ome
of the fineft gentlemen that [taly {ends us back,

SeLinm 7o Mirza a¢ Iipahan.
Fr Londot

TR OM confidering the education of Englifh gentlemen, we
r rurned our difcourfe to that of Englith ladies, I aftked a
married man that was in company, to inftru@ me a little in the
courfe of it, being particularly curious to know the methods
which could render a woman in this country {o different a crea-
cure from one in Perfia. Indeed, Sir, faid he, you muft alk sy
wife, nOt ME, that queftion: thefe are myfleries I am not al-
lowed to pry into. When I prefume to give my advice about
it, (he tells me the education of a lady 1s above the capacity of
a man, let him be ever fo wile in his own affairs. I fhould
think, faid I, that as the purpofe of womens breeding 1s g
elfe, but to teach them to p/e > mens a man (hould be a better

H
in the world, But, pray, Sir,

1y [Ferious r"fi;’?f.“ ution?
altar, but only the

vhat in ;:';t‘ucr.l] have you obferved of this

I do not inguire into the fecrets bebind tf

outward forms of 4 ne which are expofed to the eyes of all

the world.  Why, Sir, replied he; the firlt t point which

every mother aims at, s to make her girl @ goddefs f (he can,
A goddefs! cried I, in great aftonithment.—

=

g

, faid he; you have none of them in the Eaft ; but here

Y

we have fis
z

ypt, than-there are at this time in the town of Lon-
don.  In order tl ¢
made to ¢hrow off brm flible, in their
looks, geftures, words, actions, drefs, &¢c,—But is it not apt to
D d = return

& or l1x 1n every ltreet: E‘uiﬂ'a' never were more @
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#itier1n J
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return again? faid T.—Yes, replicd he, it returns indeed again,
but firangely diftorted and deformed. The fame thing ll;t'['=pcns
to their suinds as to their bapes; both are crampt b}' a violent
confinement, which makes them fwell out 77 2he wrong place.
You cannot conceive the wild tricks that women play from this
habitual perverfion of their faculties: there is not a fingle qua-
lity belonging to them, which they do not apply to other pur-
pofes than Providence defigned 1t for, Hence it is, that they
are vain of being cowards, and afbamed of being modeff : hence
they /inile on the man whom they diflike, and /losk eold on him
they /ove: hence they kill every fentiment of their own, and
not only al? with the fafbion, but really think with i¢.  All this
1s taught them carefully frony their childhood, or el it would
be impoflible fo to conquer their natural difpofitions,

I do not know, faid I, what the ufe is of thele inftruions ;
but it feems to me, that in a country where the women are ad-
mitted to a familiar and conftant fhare in every active fcene of
life, particular care fhould be taken in their education, to culti-
vate their reafon, and form their bearts; that they may be equal
to the part they have to a&, Where great temptations muft
oceur, great virtues are required; and the giddy firuations in
which they are placed, or love to place themfelves, demand a
more than ordinary ftrength of brain.  In Perfia a woman has
no occafion for any thing but beauty, becaufc of the confine-
ment which fhe lives under, and therefore that only is attended
to: but Aere methinks, good fenfe is fo very necefiary, thatit is
the bufinefs of a lady to improve and adorn her underftanding
with as much application as the other fex; and, generally {peak-
ing, oy methods much the Janme.

L E T-
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SeLim fo0 Mirza af Ifpa ithan.
From London.

W A S ‘this ‘Jﬂ]‘l.ll‘v; with fome gentlemen of my acquaint-
ance, who were ta llum-r of im. uhmpl that had been made
nat long ago of fetting up a prefs at Lovﬁuwwnv]ﬂ_, and the
oppofition - it had met with from the mefis. They ¢ pl‘mrl o
me to know what I thought of it, and whether in Perfia allo
1t was our reli -rm.J that ul.l'l].\ ed us of fo ufeful an art.
I told them, that policy had more part than religion in that
affair: that the prefs was a very danguous engine, ai ad the abufes
of it made us _]ultly apprehend i lcouiulncnub from ir.

You are in the right, faid one of the compaiy, for this fingle

reafon, becaufe your govermment is a .“‘m”‘ ic one. But, in a free
» asitis under no par-

country, the P]ti“ may be very ufeful, :

tial reftraint: foritisof great u»nmlnl_ru,lln.l‘u peeple thould
I

e n.m.mul of every L]hi*; that concerns th e ; and, without
printing; fuch knov'jﬁuw' could not ¢ er_u]..tu., cither fo eafily or
fo faft. And to argue n.nmnti any branch of liberty from the
ill ufe that may be made of it, is to argue aga inft liberty itlelf,
fince all is capable of being abufed : norcan any pait of freedom
be more important, or better worth Lu.itcnunw for, tlrm that
by which llu 11}1“I: of it is Jr'-’.:"EJ.Lftfl' y Juf ;'srmfr, and rtu- Fusfeds
Hv this appeal to the judgement of the ;mcnt:- le, we lay fome re-
ftraint upon thofe InL[HH.t.n, who may have lwmtl means to fe-
eure themfelves from any other "'_,.-’: incorruptible tribunal 5 and
fure they have no reafon to complain, if the public exercifes a
right, which cannot be denicd without avowing, that their con-
du& will not bear enquiry. Fort though the be Il .l“'ﬂllll!JEI”l-
tion may be attacked by calumny, I can hardly belicve it wonld

be hurt by it, becaufe [have known a great deal of it ;mp!o_*_cc-d
1o

g
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y and honour of |

the iJ.L._-:' [t of ". ld do iu, as well as for the fecu-

—

L :{‘;,al.le_l reeblsons, or cextra ordinay
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ifree {] Such .:..uLh 5|,m+ ices no provocation c: an jufiify,
no pr-'wck-nfq wa '_'-m_t, [u.lf.u:ﬂ{j-_l excule.

The gentleman W ho {poke thus, was contradi&ted by another
of the Lu.ﬂn m, whi }, with ¢ great warmth, and many arguments,
!':!..__1 ||E.k.l

'J entioulnefs of the Jllfi was grown,

¢ of L.lr.l._,. to {uc fl a L] 10 -|l(_"_'11|-il as to thu]]\ exitraordi-

¢ pary remedies 3 and tlmi if it were put under the inl[:::-;
£

100 ul
fome difcreet and judicious perfon, it would be far more bene-
¢ ficial to the pubhl,,

i g' ec to it, anfwered he, upon one con wdition, wiz, That
there may be likewile an in/pecior

one for the court; but if a

" THE I'.{.. LE, as well as
12 18 to be lice i' d on.one fide,
and every thing on t"w- other, it .»rﬂ‘ld be valtly better for us to
1:1013t the E ',Jﬂun wL icy, af 1d al ]mf
to leave it under fuch a

A H

,l'
bere at all, than

Seniu o Mirza a¢ Ipahan.

1 Lendon.
7§ YHE fame gentleman, who, as I told thee in my laft, argued

{o H‘nmlv for the liberty of the prefs, went on with his
difcourle in the f following manner.

st

fcurrilities upon the ‘J?',’-,f'."r?."

government: lJLIL let them not be [H‘;'—filcd -

.i
|
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1 reafon to be unwilling, that what we prins

If we have fo mur
fliould be under the
may we complain of a o

Fipr of the court: how much more
i thefe laft fifty

5

: r power al
| :

years by all the ¢ s in
and invading the /1

’ &, ; 2 1 i
L'Ul’i't|pﬂ§'.."]l._"l]CL'_'] Is a point of 1uch conlcquence 1o m
Faii) 3

the leaft il:it:]".:p'.ifw of it would ‘be crin

it #eceffity; but that of courle, from one vear To

e

nt breach of 1t pubh
I

Ie ri‘.ﬁLE'.t] be a cc

a violation of

s of fociety, as one cannot but wonder

- i
at'epen in 1oy age,
s

Vou mav well wonder, faid I'to him, when I m; elf am
- ./ -

1 i = b 1
amazed to hear of fuch a thing; the like of whi
T ! . : T T
pradifed among #s, whom you En ith: reproach: 'with bemng

J-‘.’.;z.--_-_t_ But I beg you to ‘aform me what it was, that could

induce a free p('nplc to give up all the fecrets of thewr bufinels
and private thoughts, toth
fter, or his i ]

ml

1

-
e

. curiofity and. diferetion of a mini-

inferior t

1€V NEVED &b [
o’ \_".
AvVe EeXCrIC ifed

men

pretence of difcovering pl

one of the company, 1t 1s a grea adwvi | eafe to t
vernment, to be acquainted at all times with the fentiments of

<
conliderable

l|]| ntent.

t 1t
fish L R AT 13
15 1t not making - a 1 10 rnment ) 1%
A e h | Shy ) PR ol )
could not be 1 d w calures, as are
f e i et .
with the end for which it 7




[

o

FERSIAN L ETTERS
But fuch, in general, is the wretched turn of modern policy :
the moft facred ties of focicty are often infringed, to promote
fome prefent intereft, without confidering how fatal it may
prove in its remoter confequences, and how greatly we may want
thofe ufeful barriers we have fo lightly broken down.

LETTERE “L.

o5

SeLis fo Mirza a¢ Ifpahan,

From London.

H A D lately the pleafure of fecing a fight which filled my

mind beyond all the magnificence that our Eaftern monarchs
can fhew ; I faw a Britith feez under full fail. Nothing can
be imagined more pompous, or more auguft! The vaft fize of
the thips and the {kill of the failors exceed any others now in
the univerfe; nor are they lefs renowned for their intrepidity.
The whole fpe@acle gave me the higheft ideas of the firength of
this nation; a ftrength not confined to their own coafts, but
equally formidable to the moft diftant parts of the globe.

Were I a king of England, I would never receive an embal-
{ador with any folemnity but in the cabin of a firff rate man of
awar.. There is the true feat of his empire; and from zbaz
throne he might awe the whole world, if he underftood how to
exert his maritime power in its full firength, and was wile
enough to aim at zo ozher. Baut, by an unaccountable miftake
in their policy, many kings of England have feemed to forget
that their dominions had the advantage of being an iffand : they
have been as deeply engaged in the affairs of the continent as
the mott expofed of the ftates there, and negleéted the fea, to give
all their attention to expenfive and ruinous wars undertaken at
land, Nay, what is ftranger ftill, they have been fond of acgu:-

2 Sitions
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fitions made upon the continent, not confidering that all fuch
acquifitions, inftead of ens:rcaﬁng their real ftrength, are only fo
many weak and vw/nerable parts, in which they are liable to be
hurt by thofe enemies, who could not pofiibly hurt them in their
natural ftate, as the fovereigns of a powerful ifland. Their cafe is
the reverfe of that exprefled by the poets of Greece in the fable of
Antzus. He was (fay thofe poets) rhe fon of the earth; and as
long as he fought upon her furface, even Hercules, the ftrongeft
of heroes, could not overcome him; but being drawn from
thence he was eafily vanquifhed : the Englith (in the fame
poetical flile) are zhe fons of the fea, and while they adbere to
their mother they are invincible; but if they can once be drawn
out of that fituation, their ftrength forfakes them, and they
are not only in danger of being crufbed by their enemies, but
may be bugged to death-even by their friends.

EXEX R R &R
LETTER. LIL

Sepiv zo Mirza atf Ei']_mh:m.
From London.

T A M returned to this city, from which I have made a long

excurfion, and am going to give thee an account how I
have pafled my time. A friend of mine, who lives in a part
of England, diftant from the capiral, invited me to {pend the
fummer at his houfe: my curiofity to fee fomething new, and
a natural love to fields and groves at this feafon of the year, made
me glad to accept of his propofal.

The firft thing that ftruck me in leaving London, was to
find all the country cultivated like one great garden, This is
the genuine effe@ of that happy liberty which the Englifh
enjoy : where property is fecure, induftry will exert itfelf; and
fuch is the force of induftry, that without any particular ad-

Ee vantages
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vantages of foil or climate, the lands about this city are of a
hundred times greater profit to their owners, than the beft tem-
pered and moft fertile {pots of Afia to the fubjeéts of the fophi,
or the Turk.

Another circumftance which engaged my attention through-
out all my journey, was the vait number of fine feats that
adorned the way as I travelled along, and {feemed to exprefs a
certain rural greatnefs extremely becoming a free people. It
looked to me, as if men who were poficfied of fuch magnificent
retreats, were above depending on a court, and had wilely
fixed the fcene of their pride and pleafure in the centre of their
own eftates, where they could really make themfelves moft con-
fiderable. And, indeed, this notion is true in fa&; for it has
always been the policy of princes that wanted to be ablolute,
to draw gentlemen away from their country feats, and place
them about a court, as well to deprive them of the popularity
which hofpitality might acquire, as to render them cold to the
intereft of the country, and wholly devoted to themfelves.
Thus we have often been told by our friend Ufbec, that the
court and capital of France is crowded with nobility, while in
the provinces there is fcarce a manfion-houfe that is not falling
to ruin ; an infallible fign of the decay and downfal of the no-
bility itfelf! Thole who remember what England was forty
years ago, fpeak with much uneafinefs of the change they ob-
ferve in this particular; and complain, that their countrymen
are making hafte to copy the French, by abandoning their fa-
mily feats, and living too conftantly in town ; but this is not
yet fenfible to a foreigner. Thou mayeft expe& the fequel of
my journey in other letters.

LE T-
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L ETTER LIL

SerLim fo Mirza a¢ Ifpahan.
From London.

T happcnecl when I fet out from London, that the parlia-
ment, which had fat feven years, was juft diffolved, and
cle@ions for a new one were carrying on all over England.
My firft day’s ftage had nothing in it remarkable, more than
what I obferved to thee in my laft. But when I came to the
town where 1 was to lodge, I found the ftreets all crowded
with men and women, who gaye me a lively idea of what I
have read of the antient Bacchanals. " Inftead of ivy, they
carried oaken boughs, were exceeding drunk and mutinous,
but, at the fame time, mighty zealous for religion. My Perfian
habit drew them all about me, and I found they were much
uzzled what to make of me. Some faid, I was a German
minifter, fent by the court to corrupt the ele@ors ; upon which
fuggeftion, I had like to have been torn to pieces ; others fan-
cied me a Jefuit; but at laft they agreed I was a mountebank
and as {uch condu@ed me to my inn with great refpeét. When
1 was fafely delivered from this danger, 1 took a refolution to
lay afide my forcign drefs, that I might travel with lefs dil-
turbance ; and fell into difcourfe upon what had pafied with a
gentleman that accmnlmnied me in my journey. It {feemed to
me very ftrange, that in an affair of fo great importance as the
choice of a guardian for their liberties, men fhould drink
themfelves out of their reafon, 1 afked, whether riots of this
kind were common at thefe times? He anfwered, that the
whole bufinefs of the candidates was to pervert and confound
the underftandings of thofe that chufe them, by all imaginable
ways : that from the day they began to make their intereft,
there was nothing but idlenes and debauchery among the
Ee 2 common
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common people: the care of their families 15 negleded ;

trades and manufa&ures are at a ftand; and fuch a habit of
diforder 'is brought upon them, that it requires the beft part of

feven years to fettle them again. And yet, continued he, this
evil, ‘great as it is, may b(. reckoned one of the leaf? attending
thefe affairs. Cm:‘ld we bring our ele®ors to content tiu,[m
felves with being made drunk for a year together, we might
hope to preferve our conftitution ; but it is the fobery confiderate
corruption, the cool bargaining for a fale of their liberties, that

will be the certain undoing of this nation, whenever a wicked:

minifter thall be the purchafer.

S Nl N Sl S N N Y
BARAME RN

L-EL T-ER LI

Sertm zo Mirza a¢ Ipahan.
From London.
HE next day brought us into-a county town, where the
ele&ions for the city and the fhire were carrying on to-
gether. It was with fome difficulty that we made our way
[hrough two or three mobs of i.llﬂu(.'i' parties,. that obliged us

by turns to declare ourfelves for their refpeétive factions. Some:

of them wore in their hats tobacco leaves, and feemed prin-
eipally concerned for the honour of that noble plant, which
they faid bad been attacked by the miniftry ; and in this I

heartily joined with them, being myfelf a great admirer of its

v]rtues, like moft of my CUL'[J"’}'[HL‘[ When we came to our:

inn, I entertained myfelf with afking my fellow traveller qvcf
tions about ele@ions. The thing was o new to me, thatin
many points I could not believe him. As for inftance, it
{feems very odd, that a corporation {hould take fuch a.fudden
.:kmg to a man’s face, whom they never faw before, as to pre-
fer him to.a family that had ferved, them time out of mind;

yet
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yet this, I was affured, very often happened, and what was
ftranger flill, on the recommendation of another perfon, who
was no better known to them himfelf. My infirucor added,
That there was in England onE max fo extremely popular,
weh he never affecled popularity, that a line from him, ac-

#17
At

companied with two or three bits of a particular fort of
paper, was enough to direct half the pation in the choice of
their reprefentatives.

It would be endlefs. to repeat to thee all the tricks which he
told me other gentlemen were forced to ufe to get themfelves
cle@ed. One way of being well with a corporation (which
a Perfian would hardly conceive) is to 4/ all their wives. My
companion confefled to me, that he himfelf had formerly becn
ebliged to go through this laborious follicitation, and had met
with fome old women in his way, who made him pay dear for

their interet. But thefe methods (faid he), and}other arts of

popularity, are growing out of fathion every day. We now
court our eleors, as we do our miftrefles, by fending a no-
tary to them with a propofal : if they like the fettlement, it
is no matter how they like the man that makes it; but if we
difagree about zbat, other pretenfions are of very little ufe. And
to make the comparifon the jufter, the members thus chofen
have no mere regard to their venal conftituents, than hufbands
fo married to their wives. I afked, if they had nolaws againft
corruption. Yes, faid he, very ftrong ones, but corruption is
ftronger than the laws, If the magiftrates in Perfia were to fell
wine, it would fignify very little that your law forbids the
drinking it. How isit poffible, faid I, to bribe a whole nation
to the undoing itfelf? It is not poffible, anfwered he; but
the misfortune of our government is, that the majonty of the
reprefentative body is chofen not by the whole nation, but by
a_fmall, and very mean part of it. There are a number of
boroughs which have at prefent no other trade than fending
members to parliament, and whofe inhabitants think the right

of
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of Jelling themfelves and their country, the only valuable pri-
vilege of Englithmen. Time has produced this evil, which
was ‘quite unforefeen in the original frame of our conftitution ;
and time alone can furnith occafions, and means of applying an
adequate remedy. Before it can be thoroughly cured, one of
two very unlikely things muft come to pafs, either a court muft
be fo difinterefted as to exert all its power for the redrefling an
evil advantageous to itfelf ; or a popular party fo ftrong as to
give laws to the court, muft have virtue enough to venture i/
gufling the people, as well as offending the crown, for the fake
of reforming the consTITUTION.

HERA LTI
L BT PER! EV.

Seriv 20 Mirza af Ifpahan.
From London.

N the third day our travels were at an end, and I arrived

at my friend’s houfe with all the pleafure which we receive
from retirement and repofe, after a life of tumult and fatigue,
I was as weary of eletions, as if T had been a candidate my-
felf, and could not help exprefling my furprize, that the ge-
neral diforder on thefe occafions, had not brought fome fatal
mifchief upon the nation,—That we are not undone by it, re-
plied my friend, is entirely owing to the happy circumftance
of our being an ifland. Were we feated on the continent,
every eledtion of a new parliament would infallibly draw on an
invafion. —TIt is not only from enemies abroad that you are in
danger, anfwered 1: one would think that the violence of do-
meftic feuds thould of itfelf overturn your conftitution, as it has
fo many others; and how you have been able to efcape fo
long, is the wonder of all who have been bred up under abfo-
lute monarchies: for they are taught, that the fuperior ad-
vantage
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vantage of their form of government confifts in the ftrength of
union ; and that in other {tates, where power 15 more divided,
a pernicious confufion muft enfue.—They argue rightly enough,
faid the gentleman who came along with me, but they carry
the argument too far. No doubt, fa&ions are the natural in-
conveniences of all free governments, as opprcﬂ‘mn is too apt
to attend on arbitrary power. But the difference lies here, that
in an abfolute monarchy, a tyrant has nothing to reftrain him;
whereas parties are not only a controul on thofe that govern,
but on each other ; nay, they are even a controul wpon them-

felves, as the leaders of them dare not give a loofe to their own

sarticular paffions and defigus, for fear of hurting their credit
with thofe whom it is their intereft to manage, and pleafe.
Befides, that it is eafier to infe& a prince with a fpirit of ty-
ranny, than a nation with a fpirit of fa&ion;. and where the
difcontent is not general, the mifehief will be light. To en-
gage a whole people in a revolt, the higheft provocations muft
be given; in fuch a cafe, the diforder is not chargeable on thofe
that defend their liberties, but on the aggreflor that invades
them. Parties in fociety, are like tempeits in the natural
world ; they caufe, indeed, a very great difturbance, and when
violent tear up every thing that oppofes them ; but then they
purge away many noxious qualities, and prevent a ftagnation
which would be fatal : all nations that. live in a. quiet {lavery,
may be properly faid to ftagnate; and happy would it be for
them if they were roufed and put in motion by that fpirit of
fa@ion they dread fo much ; for, let the confequences of re-
fiftance be what they would, they can produce nothing worfe
than a confirmed and eftablifhed fervitude :. but generally fuch
a ferment in a nation throws off what is moft oppreflive to it,
and fettles, by degrees, into a better and more ehigible flate.
Of this we have received abundant proof; for there is hardly
a.privilege belonging to us, which has not been gained by po-
pular difcontent, and preferyed by frequent oppofition, I may

3 add,
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add, that wie have known many inftances, where parties, though
ever fo inflamed againft each other, have united, from a ienfL
of common danger ; and joined in fecuring their common hap-
pinefs. And this is more eafily done, w hcn the points that
were once the great fubjeéts of heat and divifion, are either worn
out by time, or —:.i]:luy: d b_} the clearer and more temperate me-
dinm through which they are feen: for in that (.'l{\,, parties
w htc“ t‘wuLuvhr that they ftood at a very great diftance from one
another, may find themielves brought very near, and the only
Jfeparation remaining would be the Fjﬁ’f?!pa! and everlafiing one,
between bomeff men and knaves, wife men and fools. T hat [Em
may happen experience fhews, and this, I think, ought to free
us from the reproach of facrificing our country to our divifions,
and make thofe defpair of Iucceis, that /frope:' by dividing o
defiroy us.

.'-"lS W o -3
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SeLiv 70 Mirza ar Ifpahan,
From London.

OR the firft month of my being in the country, we did
nothing from morning till mnht but difpute about the
government. - The natural beauties round about us were little
attended to, {fo much were we taken up with our anumu, into
pﬁhtlml defeds. My two companions difagreed in many
points, though I am pcriu 1ded they both meant Lhc {fame thing,
and were almoft equally good fubje@s, and good citizens. I
fometimes fancied, that I had learnt a great dcﬂ! in thefe de-
bates; but when I came to put my learning together, T found
myfelf not much wifer than before. The mafter of the houfe
was inclined to the fide of the court, not from fm} interefted
or ambitious views ; but, as he faid, from a principle of whig-
gifm : this word is Ol]t: of thofe diftinétions, which, for little

lefs
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léfs than a century, have divided and perplexed this nation.
The oppofite party are called zaries. They have as ftrong an
antipathy to each other, as.the followers of Hali to thole of
Ofman. I.defired my friend to give mefome certain mark by
which I might know.one from the other. The whigs, {aid he,
are they that are #ow in place, and the tories are they that are
oxt. 1 underftand you, returned I, the difference is only zhere;
fo that if they who are now zorses, were employed, they would
inftantly become whigs; and if the whigs were removed, they
would be zories. Not o, anfwered he, with {fome warmth :
there is a great difference in their principles and their condudt.
Ay, faid I, let me hear that, and then I fhall be able to chufe
111':',' party. The tories, fad he, are for advancing the power
of the crown, and making the clergy the tools of their am-
bition. When they were in power, they weakened our ancient
allies, difgraced our arms, burt our trade, lofi our honour,
and were ag/ffiffant to the greatnels of France.

You furprife me! replied 1; for I have heard &/ this im-
puted to fome, who, you affure me, are good whigs 3 nay, the
very pillars of whiggifm.

I will explain that matter to you immediately, faid the gen-
tleman that came down with me: whiggifm is an inde/ible cha-
raéler, like epifcopacy: for as he who has once been a difbop,
though he no longer perform any of the offices and duties of
his fun@ion, is a &ifbop neverthelefs ; fo he who has once been
a whig, let him a& never fo contrary to his principles, #s ne-
verthelefs 2 whig; and as all true churchmen are obliged in
confcience to acknowledge the firft, fo all true whigs are in
duty bound to fupport the laft.

Very well, faid I; but are there none who differ from this
orthodox belief ? Yes, faid he, certain obflinate people 5 but like
other diffenters, they are punithed for zbeir feparation, by being
excluded from all places of iruff and profir.

Ff A heavy
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A 'heavy punifhment, indeed! anfwered I, and more likely
to diminifb the feff than any other kind of perfecution. But if
you will allow a ftranger to give any advice in your affairs, I
think you fhould pull down, at once, thefe enfigns of party,
which are, indeed, falfe colours hung out by faétion, and fet
up, inftead of them, one national flandard, which all who leave,
by whatever name they may call themfelves, fhould be con-
fidered, and ufed as deferzers.

SRR IEER SR,
LETTER LVIL

SerLiM 20 Mirza at Il‘pnhnn,

From London.

Went with my country friend fome days ago, to make a
vifit in a neighbouring county, to the prelate of that diocefe.
His chara&er is {o extraordinary, that not to give it to thee,
would be departing from the rule I have laid down, to let no-
thing that is frgular efcape my notice. In the firlt place, he
refides conftantly on his diocefe, and has done fo for many
years : he afks nothing of the court for himfeif or family : ‘he
hoards up no wealth for his relations, but lays out the revenues
of his fee in a decent hofpitality, and a charity void of oftenta-
tion. At his firlt entrance into the world, he diftinguifhed
himfelf by a zeal for the liberty of his country, and had'a’con-
fiderable fhare in bringing on the Revolution that preferved it.
His principles never altered by his preferment : he never profti-
tuted his pen, nor debafed his charader by party difputes or
blind compliance. Though he is warmly ferious in the belief
of his religion, he is moderate to all who differ from him: he
knows no diftinétion of party, but extends his good offices alike
to whig and tory ; a friend to virtue under any denomination;
an enemy to vice under any colours. His health and old age
are
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ate the effe@s of a temperate life and a quiet confcienge :-thou gh
he ris now fome -years above fourfcore, -nobody . ever thonght
he. lived too-long, -unlefs it was out of an impatience 7o fucceed
hinr.

This excellent pérfon entertained me with thegreateft huma-
nity; and feemed to take a particular delight 1n being ufeful
and inflrudive toa ftranger. To tell thee the truth, Mirz a,l
was fo affe@ed with the piety and virtue of this teacher * ; the
Chriftian religion appeared to me fo amiable in his chara&er
and manners, that if the force of education had not rooted
Mahometifm in my heart, he would certainly have made a
convert of me.

HOARACIEIORIOR
LETTER LVIL

Srrim fo Mirza gt Ifpahan,
From London.

1\ Y long ftay in the country gaye me Jeifure to read a good

deal; 1 applied mylelf to hiftory, particularly that of
England ; for rightly to underftand what a_nation s, one {hould
previoufly learn what it bas been. 1f I complained of the dif-
forenit accounts which are given by the Englifh of themfelyes
in their, prefent circumitances, I have no lefs reafon to complain
of their hiftorians: paft tranfaétions are fo varioufly, related,
and with fuch a mixture of prejudice on both fides, that it 1s as
hard: to know truth from their relations, as_religion from the
comments of divines. - The great article in which they differ
moft, is the ancient power of the crown, and that of the par-
liament : according to fome, the latter is no ‘more than an in-
croachment on the former; but according. to others, it is as
old as the monarchy itfelf.

% T'he trandlator fuppolts, that the author means D, Hough, bhifhop of Worcefter.
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This peint is debated with great warmth, and a multitude
of proofs alledged by either party : yet the importance of the
controver(y is not fo great as fome may conceive it. For many
hundred years the point is out of difpute; but fuppofe it were
otherwife, would it follow from thence; that the parliamentary

owers are ufurpations ? No, Mirza, noj if liberty were but a
year old, the Englifh would have juft as good a right to claim
and to preferve it, as if it had been handed down to them from
many ages: for allowing that their anceftors were {flaves,
through weaknefs or want of {pirit, is favery fo valuable an in-
beritance that it never muft be parted with ? is a long preferip-
tion neceffary to give force to the natural rights. of mankind ?
if the privileges of the people of England be conce/fions from the
crown,. is not the power of the crown itfelf a conceffion from
the people? however, it muft be confeft, that though a long
pofleflion of abfolute power can give no right to continue it
againft the natural claim of the people in behalf of their liber-
ties, whenever that claim fhall be made ; yet a long poficflion
of freedom feives to eftablith and ftrengthen original right,
or, at lealt, makes it more fthameful to give it up. I will
therefore fketch out to thee, as fhort as I can in my next let-
ters, the refult of what I have read, and what I have thought
on this fubje®, not with the minute exa@nefs of a political
critic, who, of all eritics, would tire thee moft, but by fuch ,
a general view of the feveral changes this government has un-
dergone, as may fet the true flate of it pretty clearly before
thee. Further than this it would be almoft impoflible for a
firanger to go upon that fubje&, or for one fo diftant as thou
art, either to receive or defire information: nor, indeed, were
it more feafible, thould I think it of ufe, to engage in a much
larger detail. It is with enquiries into the conftitutions of na-
tions, as with enquiries into the conftitution of the univerfe ;
thofe who are moft nicely curious about particular and trifling

parts, are often thofe who fee leaft of the whole,
L ET-
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L. B EsE . - LA,

Serim 70 Mirza gz Upahan.
From: London.

T has been a ufual piece of vanity in the writers of every

nation, to reprefent the original conftitutions of their re-
{pe@tive ftates, as founded on deep-laid fyftems and plans of
policy, in which they imagine that they difcover the utmoft re~
finements of human wifdom ; whereas, in truth, they are often
the effe@s of downright chance, and produced by the force of
certain circumflances, or the fimple diftates of nature itfclf, out
of a regard to fome prefent expediency, and with little provi-

dence to the future,
Such was the original of the celebrated Gothic government,

that was formerly fpread all over Europe. It was produced not.

in a cabinet, but a camp; and owes much lefs to the pru-
dence of a legiflator, than to the neceflity of the times, which
gave it birth.

The people that introduced it into Britain, and every where
elfe, were a multitude of foldiers, unacquainted with any thing
but ‘war: their leader, for the better carrying it on, was in=
vefted with a fort of regal power, and when it happened that
the war continued long, he acquired a preferiptive authority
over thofe who had been accuftomed to obey his orders ; but
this authority was dire@ed by the advice of the other officers,
and ‘dependant en the good-liking of the army, from which
alone “it was derived : in like manner, the firft revenues of
this leader, were nothing more than a title to a larger fhare
in the common booty, or the voluntary contributions of the
foldiers out of the wealth acquired under his command. - But
had he attempted to take a horfe' or cow, or any part of the

plunder from the meaneft foldier, ‘without his free confent, &
i mutiny
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mutiny would certainly have enfued,” and the violation of pro-
perty been revenged. . From thefe. principles, we ‘may natu-
rally draw the whole form of the Sakon o Gothic government.
When thefe invaders became maflers of kingdoms, and not
only ravaged them, but fettled there, the g_umm] was L-hﬂugcd
into a 1'i'1_53‘, the officers into nobles, the council of war into a
council of ftate, and the body of the foldiery itfelf into a ge
neral affembly of all the freemen. A pimupll {hare of tl:c
oﬁqudjcs, as 1t had been of the fpoils, was freely allotted to
the prlnu,, and-the reft by him diftributed 1Lu_ud..1'r to rank
and merit among his troops and followers, under: certain con-
ditions agreeable to the Saxon cuffoms. 'Hence the different
tenures, and the fervices founded 'upon them ; hence the vai-
falage,: or rather fervitude of the cum] uered, who were obliged
to till the lands which they had loff, for the conquerors who h'ld
gained them, or, at beft, to hold them of thofe new ]II'L‘I[JI'ILtUI'S
on fuch hard and flavith terms as they thought fit to impofe.
Hence, likewife, the riches of the Liug\' and their early au-
thority in the ftate : for thofe people being ignorant and fuper-
ftitious in the fame degree, and heated with the zeal of a new
converfion, thought they could not do too much for their
teachers, but with a conliderable fhare of the conquered lands,
admitted them to a large participation of dominion itfelf.~=
Thus, without any fettled defign, or {peculative fkill,' this con«
ftitution in a manner formed itfelf; and it was zhe letter for
that reafon, as there was more of nature in it, and little of po-
litical 4 "“',r?'b‘z‘j'}', which, where-ever it prevails, is the bane &F
public good. A government fo eftablithed, could admit of'no
ptt_t*cm_ of a Mm?’ in the king zranfcendent to law, or'an yiht
alterable ;-'--,-; in the fucceffion. It could never come into thé
heads of fuch a people, that they were to fubmit to a Zranny
tor L'c;‘,’;lr'"'af'r‘c Jake; or, that their liberties were not every way
as facred as the prerogative of their prince.  They could never
be LlU“”uL to underftand, that there was fuch a thing as 7ea/tn

s
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of flate Jdiftinét from the common reafon of mankind ; much
{efs would they allow pernicious meafures to pals unqueitioned,
or unpunifhed, under the ridiculous {an&ion of that name.

BT T R LA

Senivm zo Mirza af Ifpahan.

From Londot.

Gave thee in my laft a fhort account of the firft rife and con-
firudion of the Saxon government, on Very plain and fimple
foundations. It was, perhaps, the moft free of all the limited
monarchies that have been known in the woild. 'The nobles
and people had fuch a fhare in the legiflature, and fuch a
weight in the government, that the king could do nothing but
with their affiftance, and by their advice. He could not op~
prefs them by force, becaufe they were armed, and he was not,
unlefs when they employed zheir aris in hisfervice for the
defence of the kingdom. He could not corrupt them; for all
offices of power or judicature were then elefive, the eflate of
the crown was held inalienable, and only {ufficed to maintain
the expence of the royal houfehold, and civil government. No
caufes were tried but by juries, even in {pintual matters; fo that
the lives and properties of the people could not be touched
wwithout their ewn co-operation, either by the king, the nobles,
or clergy. To all this was joined the beft police that any na-
tion ever enjoyed except the Chinefe, among whom many aof
the fame regulations have been eltablithed with a conformity
very Jfurprifing, as it is certain that neither copied the other.
Such was the Saxon conftitution, when by the wildom and
virtue of two or three great kings it had received its final per-
fe@ion.  The only effential defe@ of it 'was, the exceffive im-
munities granted to churchmen, which made them too inde~
pendent
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pendent upoh the civil authority, and very burthenfome to the
ftate. This ‘form of ‘povernment ‘continued unalteréd in its
principal ‘parts, till the Norman invafion, which, like a foreign
weight roughly laid upon the fprings, difturbed and obftruéted
its proper motions : yet, by degrees, it recavered itfelf again;
and how ill foever the Saxon people might be treated, undesthe
notion of a congueft, the Saxon conflitution was never wholly
fubdued. The new comers relithed flavery no better than the
old inhabitants, and gladly joined with them, upon a fenfe of
mutual interelt, to force a confirmation of their freedom and
the antient laws, ‘Indecd there 'was fo greata conformity be-
tween the government of Normandy and that of England,
the ‘cuftoms of both nations were fo much the fame, that un-
lefs the Normans by conquering this ifland had loft their- ori~
ginal rights, and fought on purpofe to degrade themfelves and
their pofterity, it was impoflible their kings could havea right
to abfolute power. *So far was that nation from owning any
fuch right, that, in" conjun@ion ‘with the Engiifh, they de-
manded, and obtained of their kings charsers declaring their
liberties, not as gramts derived from the favour, or innovations
forced from the weaknefs, but as acknowledgments due from the

Juftice of the crown. As fuch the beft and greateft princes

confidered thofe charters; as fuch they confirmed and obferved
them, and when they were difputed, or broken by others of a
different chara&er, civil wars enfued, which ended to the dif-
advantage of the crown; but the misfortune was, that in all
thefe ftruggles, the bifbops and nobles treated for the peoples not
the people for themfelves; and therefore their interefts were
much negle&ted, and the advantages gained from the king were
much more beneficial to the church and nobility than to thofe
who were under their patronage.—1I will fay more on this head
when I write next.
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SeriM fo Mirza a¢ Ifpahan.

From London

"I" H O U wilt be furprifed to hear that the period when the

Englith nation enjoyed the greateft happinefs, after the
Norman invafion, was under the influence of @ woman, As
much as we Perfians fhould defpife a female ruler, it was not
till the reign of queen Elizabeth, that the government came to
an equal balance, which is its true ftate of perfection.

’l"huug,'h the commons of England had rcgained, by degrees,
and in @ different fbape, that (hare of the legiflature, which was,
in a great meafure, loft by them under the firft, Norman kings,
yet their power was not fo great as it had: been in the Saxon
witenagmote, or general aflembly, nor their condition {o happy
in many refpecs; for the chief firength of the government re-
fided in the great lords, and the clergy, who fupremely direéted
all public affairs. The procu-cdings of the commons could not
be free in their reprefentative body, while in their colleftive body
they were weak and oppreft. The laws of vaflalage, the au-
thority of the church, the poverty and dependancy in which
they: lived, hung heavy upon them, fo that they were obliged
to a& in fubferviency to the nebles and bithops, even when they
{hewed moft vigour againft the crown, following the paffions
of both upon many occafions in the parliament, and in the
field, and making, or unmaking kings as thefe their immediate
maffers defired.  But/in return for their fervices they often ob-
tairied a redrefs of their grievances, revenged themfelves -upon
bad: minifters, and obtained good laws for the commonwealth.
To whatever purpofes their ftrength might be ufed, though to
the purpofes of fation, by being ufed it increafed.  'The crown
at lalt sz/zlf aflifted the growth of it, in oppofition to that of
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the ‘church ‘and the nobility. The bonds of vaflalage were
broke, or lightened ; the barons were by different laws encou-
raged and enabled to part with their lands ; the weight of pro-
Perty was transferred to the fide of the pe upic Many accidents
concurred to the fame effe®. A reformation in lLl]UHJH was
begun, by which that mighty fabric of church power, erected
on lhe ruins of public thr:n';, and adorned with the fpoils of
the crown itfelf, was happily attacked and overturned. A great
part of the immenfe pofleflions of the clergy was taken away,
and moft of it fold to the commons upon aiv terms. They
had now a very confiderable (hare of the lands ufl.nr*Lmd, and
a ftill greater treafure in their commerce, which thu, were be-
ginning to extend and improve. Their riches fecured their in-
dependancy; the clergy feared them, and the nobles could not
hurt them, In this fhu, queen Elizabeth found zhe pariiament :
the lords and commons were nigh upon a level, and thechurch
in a decent fubordination. She was the head of this well-pro-
partloned body, and fupremely dire&ted all its motions. Thus,
what in mixed forms of government feldom happens, there was
no conteft for power in the Lgaﬂa.tulc ; becaufe no part was fo
lll‘Th as to be uncontrouled, or fo low as to be oppreft. A refor-
mation of religion was compleatly eftablithed by this excellent
princefs, wl ]:C!] entirely refcued the nation from that foreion
_yoke, the pope had nnpuitd upon it for fo many centuries, and
from the dominion of fuperftition, zbe worf? of (:!z’fmm_y The
next great benefits that the conferred upon her fubje@s, were the
extenfion of commerce into all parts of the world, and the foun-
dation of their maritime power, which is their true, natural
greatnefs.  Under her it began, and fhe lived to carry it to fuch
a heighth, as to make them really /lords of the fea, an empire
more glorious than that of the iop[n our mafter, and richer
than that of the mogul. In doing this, fhe did more for Eng-
land than her grmtcﬁ predeceflors had ever done, far more than
thofe who conquered France, though they could have fecured it

to
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to their ‘pofterity.  Thele were the arts by which. fhe ruled, and
by thefe the was able to preferve her authority, nay, and to; eX~
tend it further upon certain occafions than very abfolute princes
could do, even while fhe affifted her people in the corroborating
and confirming their liberty. The ftrength of ber power Was
their fatisfalion, and every other happinefs followed zbat, as
everymisfortune and difgrace is fure to attend on their dif-

content.
HER RO
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Seriv fo Mirza at Ii'lmlnm.
From London.

ENDED my laft letter with the felicity of  Elizabeth’s
reign: very different was that of her fucceflor James the
Firh: for his character and conduét were the reverle of hers.
He endeavoured to break the balance of the government by hHer
fo wifely fixed, and wanted to be greater than Aer, without
one quality that could render him capable of filling her place.
He had neither courage, ability, nor addrefs: he was contemned
both at home and abroad ; his very favourites did not love him,
though he was governed by them in every thing; nor did they
maintain their: dominion by his affetions. fo much as by his
fears. Yet this meaneft of kings made great advances towards
abfulute power, and would have compleatly obtained it, if he
could have found means to have introd uced the fame luxuryin-
to the nation, as he did into the conr?, with the conftant attend-
ant of luxury the Jame corruption. . But the virtue infufed by
Elizabeth into the mafs of the people, and the indigence of the
crown, ftopt the contagion from {preading o far: the com-
rnons refifted it, though the lords and the bithops did not, and
{fome check was given to the defigns of the king, yet not enough
Goo2 for
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for the fecuring of liberty, or preventing the evils bis condusl
srepared  for the following seign. The clergy, whom he at-
tached to his interefts by favouring theirs, or what they took
to be theirs, more than a wife prince wonid, or a good prince
ought to have done, were very alliftant to him, by preaching up
notions which he and they feem to have borrowed from owr re-
ligion, of a Tight divine in kings, neither derived from human
laws, nor to be limited by them, and other fuch Mahometan
tenets, that had never been heard of before in this country : yet
there were many who difliked thefe innovations, and their op-
pofition hindered them from taking deep root in any minds but -
thofe of the royal family. Thefe obftinate protcftants and pa- '
triots were branded with the name of Puritans, and much hated
by James, and Charles his fon, who, upon the deceafe of the
former, {ucceeded te his kingdoms, his notions, and his defigns.
He had many better qualifications than his father, but as wrong
a judgement, and greater obftinacy. He carried his affection
for the clergy, and abhorrence of the puritans, to an excefs of
bigotry and rage. He agreed fo 1)l with his parliaments, that
he foon grew weary of them, and refolved to be troubled with
no more - none were called for twelve years together, and all
that time he governed as defpotically as the fophi of Perfa.
The laws were either openly infringed, or explained in the man-
ner he direéted: he levied money upon his {ubjeéts againft pri-
vileges exprefsly confirmed by himfelf. In fhort, his pafhon
for power might have been fully gratified, if his more prevailing
one to bigotry had not engaged him in a fenfelefs undertaking,
of farcing the fame form of worfhip upon his fubjeéts in Scotland,
as he had declared himfelf fo warmly for in England. Itis fafer
to attack men in their civil rights, than their religious opinions :
the Scots, who had acquiefced under tyranny, took up arms
againft perfecution. Their infurrection made it neceflary to call
a parliament ; it met, but was inftantly diffolved by the intem-
perate folly of the court. All hopes of better, meafures were

put
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sut an end to by this laft provocation. The Scots marched into
England, and were received by the Englifh, not as enemies, but
as brothers and allies : the king, unable to oppofe them, was
cmnptllcd to afk the aid of another parliament. A pa1‘]ia:1w11t
met, exafperated with the oppreflions of fifteen years : the prin-
cipal members were men of the greateft capacity, courage, and
virtue, firmly united among themfelves, and whom the court
could neither corrupt nor intimidate. ‘They refolved to make
ufe of the opportunity to redrefs their greevances, and fecure

their Jiberty; the king granted every thing that was neceffary to.

-
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either of thofe ends, except fuch fecuriries as might have been:

tarned again/fl bimfelf : but what, perhaps, was really conce/flion,
had the appcarance of conffraint, and therefore gained neither
gratitude nor confidence ¢ the nation could no longer truft the
king ; or, if it might, particular min could not; and the fup-
port of thofe particular men was become a wmational concern :
they had expofed themfelves by ferving the public; the public
therefore judged that it was bound in jufiice to defend them.

Nor indeed was it poflible, when the work of reformation was:

begun, after {o long a denial of juftice, to keep a people, fore
with the remembrance of injuries received, and fatisfaction re-
fufed, within the- bounds of a proper moderation.  Such a fo-
briety is much eafier in {peculation than it ever was in pradice.
Thus, partly for the fafety of their leaders, and partly from a
jealoufy of- his intentions too juftly conceived, the parliament
drew the fword againft the king : but the {word, when drawn,
was no longer theirs; it was quickly turned againft them by
thofe to whofe hands they trufted it: the honefteft and wifeft
of both parties were out-witted and over-powered by villains :
the king perithed, and the conftitution perithed with him.

A private man, whofe genius was called forth by the troubles
of his country, and formed in the exercife of fattion, ufurped
the government. His charaBler was as extraordinary. as his
fortune : he had an air of enthufiafm which gained all thofe

whe
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who were téal enthufiafts (the number of whom was great in
thofe days) and ‘put him at their head. - That he was one him-
felf in fome deégree may be fuppofed, notwithftanding the pru-
dence ‘with which he condu&ed all his defigns; becaufe the
fame fpark of enthufiafm which makes com mon men ##ad, may,
in ‘certain conjunéures, only capacitate others of (nperior abili-
ties to undertake and perform extraordinary things. Whether
Cromwell was one of thefe, or afted entirely from political
cunning, the times he lived in could not difcover, and much
lefs ‘can the prefent. Thus far is certain, that, by an uncom-
mon appearance of zeal, by great addrefs, and great valour, he
firft inflamed the fpirit of liberty into extravagance, and after-
wards duped and awed it into fubmiffion. He trampled on the
laws of the nation, but he raifed the glory of it; and it is hard
to fay which he defers ed moit, a balter or a crown.

If the enthufiafts of his own party would have permitted him
to have taken the title of king as well as the power, it is pro-
bable the royalty might have been fixed in his family by a
well-modeled ‘and lafting eftablithment. He fhewed a great
defire to carry that point ; and I have heard him compared in
this inftance to Julius Cafar, a great Roman general, who, like
him, having maftered his country by its ‘own arms, and being
pofleft of more than the power of a king, was fo fond of adding
the same to it, that it coft him his life. But the two cafes are
totally different.  What in the Roman was a weak vanity, and
below the reft of his chara&er, was in the Englifhman {folid
good fenfe. The one could not take that name without de-
froying the forms of the Roman conflitution, the other could
not preferve the forms of the f::f,g'/.i,ff: conflizution without taking
that name. He therefore did wilely in fecking ity but not
being able to bring his own friends to confent to 1it, or to do it
againft their oppofition, he could make no fettlement of the
government to out-laft his own life: for it is hardly poflible
from the nature of things, that a dominion newly acquired

4 fhould
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(hould long be maintained in any country, if the ancient, forms
and names are not kept up. Immediately after the death of
this great man, all order was loft in the ftate : various, tyrannies
were fet up, and deftroyed ecach other; but all (hewed a republic
20 be imprallicable. At laft the nation, growing weary of fuch
wild confufion, agreed to recal the banifhed fon of their mur-
dered king, not for bis fake, but for the fake of the monarchy,
which all the nation defired to reffore; and fo inconfiderate
was the zeal of thofe times, that they reftored 1t without any
limitations, or any conditions made for the public.  Thus the
fruits of a tedious civil war were lightly and carelefsly thrown
away by too hafty a paffion for repole. The conftitution re-
vived indeed again, but revived as fickly as before: the ill hu-
mours, which ought to have been purged away by the violent
remedies that had been ufed, continued as prevalent as ever, and
naturally broke out in the fame diftempers. The king wanted
to fet himfelf above the law; wicked men encouraged this dif-
pofition, and many good men were weak enough ta comply
with it. out of averfion to thofe principles of refiftance which.
they had feen fo fatally abufed.

BRI RO
LETTER LXIIL

SeLiM 2o Mirza a¢ Ifpahan.

From London.

Hf‘[ﬂi methods purfued by Charles the Second, in the condu&

of his government, were in many refpe@s different from
his father’s, though the purpofe of both was much the fame,
The father always Juilied his parliaments; the fon endeavoured
to corrups them: the father obftinately refufed to change his
minifters, becaufe he really efteemed them as honeft men: the
fon very eafily changed bis, becaule he thought they wercall
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alike dithoneft, “and . that his defigns might as well be carried
on by one kznve as by angther: the father was a tool of the
clergy, and a perfecutor, out of zeal for his religion; the fon
was almoft indifferent to religion, but ferved the paflions of his
clergy againft the diflenters from motives of policy: the father
defired to be abfolute at home, but to make the pation refpec -
‘table abroad: the fon aflifted the king of France in his inva-
fions on the liberties of Europe, that, by his help, he migl
mafter thofe of England: nay, he was even a penfioner to
France, and, by fo vile a proftitution of his dignity, fet an ex-
ample to the nobility of his realm, to fell zheir bonour litew/:
fora penfion; an example, the ill effe@s of which have been
felt too fenfibly ever fince,

Yet with all thefe vices and imperfe@ions in the charader of
Charles the Second, there was fomething fo bewitching in his
behaviour, that the charms of it prevailed on many to connive
at the faults of his government: and, indeed, nothing can
be fo hurtful to a country, which has liberties to defend, as a
prince who knows how at the fame time to make himfelf Z:/~
potic and agreeable: this was eminently the talent of Charles
the Second; and what is moft furprifing, he poffeft it without
any great depth of underftanding.

But the principal inftrument of his bad intentions, was a
general depravity of manners, with which he took pains to in-
fe& his court, and they the nation, All virtues, both public
and private, were openly ridiculed ; and none wereallowed to
bave any talents for wit or bufinefs, who pretended to any fenfe
of honour, or regard to decency.

The king made great ufe of thefe new notions, and they
proved very pernicious to the freedom, as well as morals of his
fubjeés; but an indolence, natural to his temper, was fome
check to his defigns; and, fond as he was of arbitrary power,
he did not purfue it any further than was confiftent with his

Pleafire and repofe,
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His brother, who bore a great fway in his government, had
changed his relipion abroad, as the king himfelf had alfo done,
kut with this difference, that the latter retained almolt as little
of that which he embraced, as of that which he forfooks
whereas the former was a bigot to popery, and known to be
fuch, while the change of the king was a fecret to moft of his
{ubje@s. The fear of a popifh fuccefJor raifed great difcontenty
and great diforders in the nation: the houle of commons paffed
a bill for excluding that prince from the crown, founded un-
doubtedly in juftice and reafon; but the firmnefs of the king i
that fingle point, the complaifance of the lords, the jealoufy the
church entertained of the diffenters, the feruples of thofe who
thought hereditary right divine and indeafeafible, and, above
all, the fear of being involved in a new civil war, which
alarmed many well-meaning people from a mixture of fatfion
that had difcovered itfelf in fome of zbe charafiers, and in fome
of the meafures by which the national caufe was then carried
on, ftuftrated the attempt zochange the fucceffion, as the obftinacy
of thofe engaged in that attempt did all expedients to /it the
Jucceffor.  The unhappy advantages all this gave to the king
made him a great deal more abfolute in the laft years of his
reign than in all the foregoing ones; and, upon his demife,
brought his brother in peace and #riumph to the throne.” He
had not been long feated there before he convinced the molft
attached to his party, that the apprehenfions conceived of him,
and the defign of excluding him, had been too juft. All that
the fpirit of bigotry could add to a temper in itlelf bar/b and
wiolent, appeared in his government: all that @ weak under-
franding, madly condutled, could undertake was undertaken:
arbitrary power was the means ufed, and the end defigned was
a change of religion. Happy was it for England that this end
fo plainly declared itfelf : it rou fed even thofe whom no danger
to Jiberzy could have ever alarmed, and taught the preachers ef
Hh 7107
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non-refiffance torefifl. . A revolution was evidently necefiary to
fave the w hole, ' and that neceflity produced one
King James the Second loft his crown, and the nation gave

it to their deliverer the prince of Orange: the government was

i 5 : ] : : 2
fettled on a firmer foundation, agreeable to the antient Saxon
principles from which it had de clit ed; and by a 2/
culiar to itlelf, grew frongér from the Shacks it h;ulh /
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Sevim 2o Mirza ar Ifpahan. -
From Londomn.
T H E fisft advantage gained by l']lﬁ: Englith nation in the
change of their omuummr Wa e utter ex tinétion of thole
vain and empty 1111.1 omes nif : 'y indefeafible right, and
a power fuperior to law, which king James the Firft had con-
juredup, to. the great Ulﬂm S his, people.
With James the ‘wc:,oml they were expelled, nor can they ever
! be brought back again with any proflu.& of fuccefs, but by that
family alone, which clas: 20 from ki for which reafon it will
eternally be the intereft of f the 1‘uz-,1_ of England not to fuffer
fuch a claim to prevail; but to maintiin an eftablithment which
ts founded on the balis of their l:bl_l\.\', and HD[H which their
liberty cannot be feparated, unlefs the rights of boeth are de-
ﬂroved
As the parliament p‘;.'nl difpofed of the crown in altering
the { uccdhur., the princes who have reigned fince that time,
could pretend to none but a fm. sganentary title, and the fame
force as the IC;jllL.tLll"L could give to that, it alio gave to the
i privileges of tl he {tll‘r']t&
The word foyalty, which had long been mifapplied, reco=
vered its orwmll and proper fenfe; it was now underftood to
: mean
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siean fo more than a duc obedience to the authority, of -the
king, in conformity to the laws, inftead 1of a bigmred comluléar
ance to the will of the king, in oppolfition to the:laws.

How great an advantage this muft be, will appear by re-
flecting on the mifchiefs that have been brought upon #bis coun-
try in’ particular, from the wrong interpretation of  certain
wainés. But this is not the only benefit that enfued from that
happy Revolution. The prerogative of the crown had been till
then fo ill defined, that the full extent of it was rather {topt
by the degree of prudence in the government, or of impatience in
the people, than by the letter of the law : nay, it feemed as if
in many inftances the law allowed a power to the king, ecn-
tirely deftruétive to itfelf.  Thus princes had been often made
to believe, that what their fubjeés complained of as oppreflion,
was a legal exercife of the rights of the crown: and no wonder,
if, in difputable points, they decided the queftion in favour
of their own authority.

But now the bounds of prerogative were marked out by ex-

refs reftri@ions; the courle of it became regular and fixed,
and could no longer move obliquely to the danger of the ge-
neral fyftem.

Let me alio obferve to thee, that whereas before, 70 govern
by parliaments was the policy only of good and wife princes
after this petiod, it may be confidered in a different light, be-
caufe all expedients of SOVErning otherwife are plainly imprac-
ticable, and it may not always imply @ conforming the govern-
went'to the [enfe of the people. 1 will explain this to thee more
diftinétly when I write again, In the mean while, let.me a
littlerecall thythoughts from paft events, and rhc_&yf‘ﬂ:yyrﬁng-
{and, to the remembrance and love of thy faithful Selim, who
is not become fo much an Englifhman as to forget his native
Perfia, but perpetually fighs for his friends and country amidit
all that engages his attention 1 a foreign land.
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Senim foMinzaigf Ifpahan:

From London

TI—I E antient revenues of the kings of England, confifted

chiefly in a large demefne of lands, and certain rights and
powers referved to themover the lands held of the crown; by
means of which they fupported the royal dignity without the
immediate afliftance of the people; except upon extraordinary
occafions. But in procefs of time, the extravagance of princes,
and the rapacioufnefs of favourites having waited the beft part
of this ‘eftate, and their fuccefors endeavouring-to repair it by
a- tyrannical abufe of thofe rights and powers, fome of: them;
which were found to be moft grievous; were brought off by
the parhament, with a fixed eftablithment for the maintenance
of the houfhold, compofed: of : certain taxes yearly raifed, and
appropriated thereto,

But after the cxpulfion of #he Stuarss the expence of the go-
vernment being augmented for the defence of the fucceffion,
the crown was conftrained 'to apply to parliament, not only
for the maintenance/of its houfhold, which was fettled at thé
beginning of every reign, and in every reign.confiderably ena
ereafed; not only for extraordinary fupplies, to which end
parliaments anciently were called; . but for the ordinary fervice
of the- year,

Thus a continual dependance on the people became' necef-
fary to I-;ings, and rlm}- were fo truly the fervants of the
public, that they received the wages of it in form, and were
obliged to the parliament for the means of exercifing the roy-

altyy as'well as for the right they had to claim it: Nor can

this falutary dependance ever ceafe, except the parliament it~
felf fhould give it up, by impowering the king to raife money
withoug
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without limiting the fum, ot [pecifying the fervices. Such com-
ceflions are abfurd intheir own nature; for if a prince is afraid
to truft his people with a power of fupplying his neceffities
upon a thorough knowledge ‘of them, the people have no en-
couragement to truft their prince, or, to fi1::tk more properly,
his minifter, . with fo blind and undetermined an authority.
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Srrimito: Mirza g Hpahan,
From Londan,

N4 OU have feen in my: laft, that, from, the time of king

James’s expulfion,, anaual meetings of parliament were
become neceflary to the carrying on.the: government. But
that the reprefentatives of the people from too long a delega-
tion of their authority might not forget. &y whom, and for what
it' was given them; and that the people might be enabled, to
correét a bad choice, which experience thould prove to be {uch,
it was thought expedient not long after to. pals a Jlaw for the

chufing a mew parliament at the-end of every three years. This’

term has. been fince prolonged to feven, I think for very good
reafons 3 becaufe the country-intereft could not fupport the re-
deubled expence of contefting with court-corruption fo much
oftener than now, and there are no good grounds to {uppole
that the efforts on that fide would be’much lefs for a triennial
than a feptennial parliament, a majority in #baz being equally
neceffary. to a court. as in #bis : {o that.the attacks would be
the fame, or near the fame, and the refilftance much. weaker
onthe fide of the peoples If then the good  propofed by
fhortening the term be very uncertain, it muft. be confidered
* that . very. great. and. certain . evils attend. upon  frequent
ele@ions, iz, the inflaming of party-divifions, depraving lli;:
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morals (of the  people; ~and ‘many other inconveniences-of  no
littleweights o However, this: is a/point-about which I have
found the beft men differ; and which thou wilt therefore con-
fideras more problematical than others I have mentioned before.
I'now return to my hiftory.

Among other (1\"".1]Er5'7[.15 ga ined to liberty at this its bappy
refloration, a free (\\,Itiﬂ, of their religion was allowed to thofe
who diffe the rites of the E 11511[]1 church, which has
been continued and fecured to them ever fince, wit l {fome fhort
imcrn‘mj“m, which even the parzy that caufed them, is now
afbamed of,  Nor has any thing contributed more than thss, to
the peace and imp;}'m.fa of the government, by gaining it the
affe@ion of all its {ubjeds, and taking imm the 1-} rit of
faftion a pretence, and a firength, of w]uch it has often made a
very bad ufe.

I muft alfo cbferve to thee, that from this period a different
temper has thewn atfelf in the ¢lergy of England. They are
become better friends to liberty, better iull_]f:c_ts better ]'ntrlllh-
men, than they had ufually been either btfore, or fince Lm, Re-
jorl'l'lﬂ‘non. cﬁl'lrﬂc Eﬂ"long lhE‘!TI h':lVL “-’“t H'l deferice OJ. thL Ic-
ligious and civil rights of mankind with as free a {pirit, and as
much force of learning and argument, as any layman has ever
done ; a merit peculiar to themfelves, and 20 which no other
clergy in the whole world can pretend. 'The generality of them
are now very moderate, quiecty, and wfeful members ri the com-
monwealth, in due fubmiifion to the civil authority, and defiring
nothlng but what lflu‘, LlL’fL‘I".’L‘, the protetim s_rf government in
the enjoyment of their jufl rights. ‘They who would deny them
that, are themfelves p;;j@azzm” difturbers of governmenty and
very bad members of the commonwealth,

This fucceflion was facilitated and fecured by the union of
Scotland with England; and Great Britain became infinitely
ftronger, by being undivided, entire, and wholly an ifland,

3
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One condition of that union; was the au1111tl111frrhtc¢n Scotch
peers, chofen by the w hole body of the peerage, into the Enghth
houfe of Iﬁrd but upon a tenure very different from the rt.ﬂ
b Lm » to {it there only for the duration of the parliament, at the
end 01 which, a new “eleftion muft be made.  If thofe ele&ions
are free and wninfluenced, this 1;[*:::1"3.1 in the Englith confii-
tution, may prove very much to its advantaze, b..t aufe fuch a
number i:lll- indeper dent votes will mLmu any part of the

boufe of peers, over which the court may l-.i\" obtained  too
great an mﬂumu ; but if they thould ever
: : . 7
tion, and have no E opes of fitting there ay
b ] 1 s - - - 1
unconflitutional depéndence on the favour of a court, then fuch
2 number added to the others, would grievoufly endanger the
!

_. = : :
the hwh, of lords, inftead of !:fiﬁg, as it

=

hofen ,; V corrip-

iny except by an

conftitution,
eught,  a mediating + between the crown and the people;
would become a fort of mr'*;-rfrfzmzfm 10 the conrty a mere office
for exceuting and aut borifing the purpniu of a minifler.
3\115;,.-1, traced thee out a general ;lan
on, -md I believ U.:rw wilt agree with

I h'.-.-.—'L‘ now, my dear
of'the Englith coofti
me upon the whole, 244
enly misfortune is, that /o g-;au.' G one

iy |"z_ con ,I‘\_.'r_'.c.', 1.'5’.:'

n hardly be pre-
ferued.

Tl:-: mc,lt di 111116}1011 between the ancient plan. of it, and
has taken place fince the L\P‘d]llujl of the Stuarts
the firft was lefs perfect, but betier fec -ured, becaule
- and people had the fword in their hands 3 whereas
more .rf’.«‘.”“ I, ]‘.le ect tnjpwb: diforders, and n tlw
ne of it more free, but il ;:mm?’ the {word being oz
e hands of the king » to which is added a vaft encreaie of .the

1

.r:‘.x,e’v of the crown, and a mighty influence gained to it by
the debts of the public, which have bmn;_r,ht on new faxes,
new powers for the raifing thofe taxes, of a very c]zan;;uu-w na-
ture, and a prodigious "mitm ication of aﬂccn wholly deperi-
dent upon the court; from all which the court has ‘.Lu-h..xl

new

(5]
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new means of corruption, without any new effefual fecurities
againit that corruption being -yet gained on the fide of the
people. - And this fort of power is fo-much mere to be feared
than any other, as it cannet be exercifed without depraving the
morals, and debafing .f.-fxa__;"_?-';'-}’ nf the whole "'-'m]c, W mf in
the end would not-only-enflave them, but ren JLJ stheir fervitude
woluntary, deferved, and remedilefs.

E T, T ER 1XVI,

Serim 70 Mirza ar Ifpahan.

From London.
N former reigns, when p::r]i"m ents were laid afide for any
length of time, the whole authority of the ftate was Ind%l
in a privy council, by the advice and direétion of which, “all
affairs were carried on, = But thefe couniellors lJt‘l]]S chofen by
the king, and depending on his favour, were too apt to advile
fuch things only, as they knew would be moft agreeable ; and
thus the interefts of the nation were often f..mrllrud to the
profit and expeQations of a few particulars. Yet flill, as on

extraordinary occafions the king might be forced to call
p.l?lmmult, “the fear of it was 1U[1]L check to their proceed-
ings 3 and a degree of -::mmm was natural to men who fore-
faw they fhould foener orJaicr ‘be called fo an secount - Eat

let us fuppoh, that any future lnmcc could wholly ,,J,f;,r-'.rp
the eleltion of a parliament, and make the members of it depen-
dent on bimfelf, what would be lhc diﬁu‘cllu. between 2bat par-
liament and a privy council ? would it fpeak the fenfe of the
nation, or of the court ? would the intereft of the people be con-~
‘lderc*d in it, or that of their reprefentatives ? They would only
differ in this rdpu& that one, having no power above it, mhrf.!
be abfolutely free Jf;, n all r(’j;'mnr, which, with the terror

of a parliament hang; ging over it, the other never could,

i This
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This i3 the only imaginable method; bywhich stherdiberty
of the Englifh 'nation can: be "Lt':.‘:C]«.LLl with any> fi cecfs; but
thou wilt afkto what end fhould an attack ‘of ‘this hatose
be made.  Why fhould a king of England go about to defiroy
a conftitution, the maintenance of which would render him both
great and happy ?

I reply, that a king indeed can have no reafonable induce-
ment to make fuch an experiment; but a minifter may find it
neceffary for his own {Llpport' and hap ]1\- would it have bee
for many countries, if the maffer’s intereft had been u}r‘i”!cj_d
by the J/era'srﬂ." half fo warm|y as the fervant’s by the mafler.

If a man who travels through ltﬂy was to afk, what ad-
vantage all the wealth 1n religious houfes, and all the idola-
trous \'r’(]lﬂ]lp paid_there, are to the faints they are dedicated
to? "The anfwer muft be, Of none at ali.. But the priefts, who
are really gainers by them, know that they abufe the’ people
to very good purpofe; and make ufe of a wenerable name, not
from any regard they have to it, but to raife their own
greatnels, fwell their own pride, and cover and feckre their
u.'. n ‘extortion.

By the weaknefs therefore of princes, t the arts of minilters,
and the fedu@ion of the people againft their ‘own interefts,
the conftitution of England only can perifh, and probably will
perifh at laft.  This w will I‘...ppe'l fooner or later, as more or
lefs care is taken by thofe whofe duty it is to watch over it,
I'am not ignorant that there are fome \'iﬁon:i‘.'}' men, who
dream of {chemes to perpetuate it beyond all poflibility “of fu-
ture change: but I have always thought the fame of political
projets to render a government, ag “of chetiéal projedts to
render a man immortal, Such a grand elixir cannot be found;
and thofe who would zamper with ftates in hopes of procuring
them that 7mmorrality, are the moft unfit to m::ln fibe:to Lhcm
of all men in the world, “But at the fame "time that I know

this, 1 alfo know, that the date of a government may be pre-
I l. f‘".'."”'u{
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longed by proper and falutary remedies, applied by thofe who

underftand its true nature, and join to {peculative wifdom, ex-
perience and temper.  Nor fhould I think it all a better excufe
for affifting to ruin the conftitution of my country, that it mu/?
come to an endy and perhaps begins to decay, than for joining in
the murder of my father, that he zu/ die as laft, and begins to
grow old,
HHOR RO
LETTER: LXVIIL.

Serim to Mirza a¢ Ifpaban.
From London.

HE other morning, a friend of mine came to me, and
told me, with the air of one who brings an agreeable
iece of news, that there was a lady who moft paffionately
defired the pleafure of my acquaintance, and had commiflioned
him te carry me to fee her,—I will not deny to thee, that my
vanity was a little flattered with this meflage: I fancied fhe
had feen me in fome public place, and taken a liking: to my
erfon ; not being able to comprehend what other motive could
make her fend for a man fhe was a ftranger to in {o free and ex-
traordinary a manner. I painted her in my own imagination
very young, and very handfome, and fet out with moft pleaf-
ing expe&ations, to fee the conqueft I had made: but when
I arrived at the place of aflignation, 1 found a little old
woman very dirty, encircled by four or five ftrange fellows,
one of whom had a paper 1n his hand, which he was reading

to her with all the emphafis of an author.

My coming in obliged him to break off, which put him a
good deal out of humour; but the lady, underftanding who
1 was, received me with great fatisfadion, and told me, fhe
had leng had a curiofity to be acquainted with a Mahometan :
for you muft know, faid fhe, that I have applied myfelf par-
ticularly to the ftudy of theolggy, and by lal'uibund meditations
and enquiry have formed a religion of my own, much better

5 than
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than rhe wulgar one in all refped@s, I never admit any-body to
my houfe, who is not diftinguithed from the common herd of
chriftians by fome extraordinary notion in divinity: all thefe
sentlemen are eminently heretical, each in a way peculiar to
himfelf: they are fo good to do me the honour of mftruéting
me in their feveral points of faith, and fubmit their opinions to
my judgement. Thus, Sir, I have compoled a private fyfiem,
which muit neceflarily be pcrfcczcr thanany, becaufe it is colleed
out ofall ; but to compleat it, I want a little of the Koran, a book
which I have heard fpoken of mighty handfomely by many
learned men of my acquaintance: and I affure_you, Sir, I {hould
have a very good opinion of Mahomet himfelf, if he was not a
little too hard upon the ladics, Be {fo kind therefore to initiate me
in your myfleries, and you {hall find mevery docilzand very grateful.

Madam, replied I in great confufion, I did not come to Eng-
land as a miffionary, and was never verled in religious difputation.
dut if a Perfian tale would entertain you, I could tell you
one that the Eaftern ladies are mighty fond of.

A Perfian zale! cried fhe ; have you the ‘infolence to offer
me a Perfian zafe! Really, Sir, I am notu {td to be fo affronted,

At thefe words, fhe retired into her clofet, with her whole
train of metaphyficians, and left my friend and me to go away,

as unworthy of any further communion with her;

T 3 UE S Y WO S W W
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Sevim 70 Mirza at Iipahan.
From Loundon,

‘K?’Ould‘ﬁ thou know, Mirza, the prefent ftate of Europe?
I will give it thee in very few words.—There 1s oxe na-
tion in it, which thinks of nothing but how to prey upon the
, while the others are entirely taken up with preying upon
themfelves. There is g#e nation where p.'n't'in;nl;u'-_: take a pride
in the glory of their country; while in the ethers no glory is

Fi 2 confidered,

athers.
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confidered, but that of raifing or rmprc—vmg a vaft eftate,
There 1s one nation which, though able in negociation, puts its
}11]!]C1P¢11 confidence in #he fiword; while the others truft wholly
to the j"m, though much lefs capable of ufing it with ads antage.
There is one nation which nvariably purim_s a great f."a;' of
general dominion, while the others are purfuing fittle interefls,
ihromrh a labyrinth of changes and comtradiétions. What,
_-\I|J.J, doft thou think will be the confequence? Is it not pro-
bable that 7475 s#ation will in the end be lord of all the reft? It
certainly muft—one thing only can hinder it, which is, that
the fear of falling under that yoke, when the peril appears to
be imminent, m ay raife a (!ii'}f:u,nt {pirit in all thofe nations,
and work out their fafety from their danger itfelf.

LY Yt A g,- e L
-t bt 38 2.

Lokl B R X

Secim 70 Mirza at Ipahan.
From Lo

WAS the other day in a coffee-houfe, where 1 immd a man

declaiming upon the prefent ftate of 1’1,1111, and fo warm for
ti;e interefts of Tamas Kouli Ka in, our invincible general ¥, that
if it had not been for his | language and drefs, I fhould have
tumcn him for a Perfian.

Sir, faid I, are you acquainted with Tamas Kouli Kan, that
you concern yourfelf thus about him ? No, faid he, T was never
out of England ; but I love the Perfians, for Lbing enemies to
the Turks. '

What hurt have the Turks done you, anfwered I, that you
bear fuch enmiiy againft them ?

Sir, replied he, 13 afraid they (hould hurt the emperor;
whole friend I JL‘:‘-,"I_' always decl ared myfelf.

that thefe Letters were writ before Tamas Kouli Kan ||."::':-'_:E

I en-
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I enquired of a gentleman that fute by me, who this Frienp
oF THE EMPEROR 1.11.'1 1t be? and was told that he was a dan-
cingemafler in St. James's«itreet:

' my part | (faid a young gentleman finely dlLﬁ. that ftood
fipping a difh of tea by the fir —{LL.‘” I do not care if Tamas
m.--n.il Kan, and the ‘.'_’1-L..'l|: Turk, and all the lq.. ns L.rm em-
erors 10 I-'urni"‘ vere at the bottom of the fea, provided Fari-
¢ 1‘ lJ Lh.t {l s

The indifference of this ¢

gentleman furprifed me more than
the importance of the other,

It you are concerned for Farinelli; {2id a third |:7\'.'11""3 t.'i'n:-'\,'
told' me 2, Was 4 chemift) perfuade him to take my z{'f ), an \d
that will fecure-him from the humidity of the Lnffh{h r, which
may very much prejudice his voice.

Will it not a]fo make a man of him ggain, faida gentlennn

o the do&or? After the'miracles we hme been told it has per-
Jﬂm'n'.ccf., there is nothing more wanting but fuch a cure to com-
pleat its reputation.

L E “ECR 0 LXXT,

Serim #o Mirza a¢ lpahan.

From London.
FRIEND of mine was talking to me fome days ago, of
the {pirit of enthufiaim, which aj )p&lru,d fo hmn[gjh‘ in the
firft prc feflors of our religion 3 and,as he ph.'tcm.r.,d, in the pro-
phet | hi imi -..11 to that chiefly f 1¢ aferibed their mighty mnqudz
and obfervec I, that there mLJLl nothing more to render them
invincible, | fuchia spm.. being -;m|'..1nl y. atten t-Ld with a con-
er and of paini—If, faid
in the reign of Charles the

lves, like the Arablas un-

-

L".",i_t”, of dan

te mpt ol ple i'un, Lmll 0
he, the enthulialts of thi
Firll, had been united among t
der Mahomet and his :"nw,:;i-.Ljrs} I make no-doubt but they

might have conquered all Europe : but unhappily their ent thi-

fiafm was dire@ed to different poiats 3 fome were bigots to the
C:EL]J'_.J'".
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church of England, fomeé to Calvin, foni¢'to particular whim-
fies of their own'; one fet of them ran' mad for a republic,
others were no lefs out of their wits in the love of monarchy ; fo
that inftead of making themfelves formidable to their 11_a:fgh-
bours, they turned the edge of their fury againft each
and deftroyed all peace and order here at home, Yet as mucl
our anceftors fuffered then by the wrong direion of their zeal,
I wifh the prefent age may not {uffer more by the 7otal want of
it among us. Thereis fo cold and lifelefs an unconcern to every
thing but a narrow, private intereft ; we are fo little din earnett
about religion, virtue, honour, or the good of ‘our country ;
that unlefs fome fpark of the ancient fire {hould revi [:am
afraid we (hall jeft away our liberties, and all that 1s {erion
our happinefs, If the great Mr. Hampden had converfed with
our modern race of wits, he would have been told, that/it was
a ridiculous enthufiafm, to trouble himfelf about a trifling fum
of money, becaufe it was raifed againft the privileges of the
seople; and that he might get a thoufand times more than he
difputed for, by a prudent wubwmsiffion.
LIELEAT: BB BEXIE:

SeLim to Mirza a¢ Ifpahan.

us o

From Lendon.

H E RE is a new fcience produced in Europe of late years,
entirely unknown to any former age, or to any other part

of the world, which is called Treaty Learnine. I have been
let into a general idea of it, by a very ingenious friend of mirne,
who has acquired a confiderable talent in it, having ferved an
aplwcniica:l'hip of twenty years under different mafters in foreign
courts, and made, in a political fenfe, zhe tour of Enrope. He
tells me, it is a very extenfive ftudy; for not only the rights
of every prince, but their inclinations o the rights of any otber,
are therein fet forth and comprchended. This has branched
itfelf

e ————
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{.elf out into an infinity of feparate and fecret articles, engage-
menlsy COUnter-engagements, memorials, remonfirances, declara-
tions all which the learned in this {cience are required to know
perfe@ly by heart, that they may be ready upon occafion to ap-
sly them, or elude their application, as the intereft of their
maflters fhall demand.

He {hewed me ten or twelve volumes lately publifhed, con-
filting only of the treaties which have been made fince the be-
ginning of this century, four or five of which were quite filled
with thofe of England,

Sure, faid I, this huge heap of negociations could never have
been employed about the bulk:nefs of this little {pot of earth for
fo fmall a fpace of imeas thirey years ? No,—the affairs of all
Europe muit be fettled in them, for the next cemtury at leafl —
For the next_feffion of parlioment, anfwered he; zbefe political
machines are feldom mounted to go longer than bat period,
without being taken to pieces, or new-wound-up.

But how, faid I, could England, whichisan ifland, be enough
concerned in what paffes on the continent, to undergo all this
labour in adjufting it?

O, replied he, we grew weary of being confined within the
narrew verge of our own interefls; we thought it looked more
confiderable to expatiate, and give our talents 7oom fo play. But
this was not the only end of our continual and reftlefs agita-
tion: it may frequently be the intereft of a minifter, if he finds
things in a calm, to trouble the waters, and work up a ftorm
about himj if not to perplex and confound thofe above him,

vet to embarrafs and intimidate the competitors or rivals of his

IOWETL,
Perhaps too, there might be ftill a deeper motive:
gagements are for the moft part pretty charge

who are obliged to make them good, compiai
' ) .\-D ¥
much zhe poorer for them; but it 1s not fure,

form them are {o too.—
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As far, faid T, as my: Jittle obfervation can enal 1L me to judge
of thele affairs, the multiplicity of your tr LlL es 1% a5 ful

the multiplicity of your laws. In Aili w. plam wwords are
found fufficient to fertle the differences uf p anl Jars in a i“m,
or of one ftate’ with another; but here you run_##e ‘o :
upon both; and what is the effeé of it? W Il, after great trouble
and great expence, you are as far from a deciffos as before; nay,
often more J:'“?ylui and confounded. Ih». only difin&ion

{feems to be, that in your law fuits, perplexing as ii.L\ are, there
is at latt, @ rule of eguity to refort to; butin fhb other difputes,
the laft appeal is to the ini guitous rule of force, and princes treat
by the mouths of tbeir great guns, w hich foon demolith all the
paper on both fides, and tear to picces every cobweb of ne-
o cigtion, . .

L2EVECE SR DI XX,

Serim . #0. Mirza a¢ Ifpahan.
From Londen

WAS lately at a tavern with a fet of company very odc]]}

put Lo-rcthc, : there was a country g‘c 11..1\.11"311, a man of ho-
nef I-rmc i )]-.n, but extremely a bigot to his reli gion, which was
that of the church of Rome 3 there was a lawyer; who!was a
very good proteftant, moderate to thofe who differed froni him
i points of belief, but zealous in the caufe of civil liberty 3
there was a courtier, who feemed not to believe any y thing, and
to be angry with every body that did.

This L.ﬁ very ]Udu}‘\ attacked the faith of the poor country
gentlem m, and laid open to him the frauds of the Roman L pri et~
hood, who, by flow, but regular dcgm; y had ere@ed { L]'L a
tyranny over the minds and .tm1 s'of the people, that nothing
was too grofs for them to impole, or too arrogant to ;..1'_;.116
He fet tu th the valt difference lau..'i—cn a b
tive ages of ¢ chriftianity, and a pope, with a triple crown vpen

5 his
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his head, and half the wealth of Chriftendom in his treafury.
He lamented the fimplicity of thofe, who, wm‘mt Tﬂnung
back to the original of things, imagine that all i ) Inch
they find ¢/ffab fx,f”(f and miflake the
for the j..-"-';:f.ﬁ.l itfelf he inveighed againft 3
others, who though they fe¢ the corruptions, and deteff the

yet fu ffer themto continue wnreformed, only becaufe they l‘:hi'.:t,
been tolerated fo I ong ;5 as if any evi/ was lefs dangerous, by
being grown habitual.

He concluded, by declaiming very eloquently on the ufe and

advantage Li'fh;.—;ff-w,(zwr t|11l: is, of doubting and examining
every article propofed to our belief, w hich alone cculd dLU..CE
thefe lm'wﬁtmns, and confound the ill purpofes of their authors;
mixing, in the courfe of his talk, with thefe juft reflexions,
many Ticentious witticifins againft what al/ refigion and all phi-
/ophy have ever accounted facred and venerable.
" His antagonift had little to reply, but intrenched himfelf in
the neccﬂiw of _;Tz"wz;frm'r to the anrhority of the church, and
the danger t)f allowing private judgement to call in mlt,r'[mn her
r_Lmimns_

The difpute would have been turned into a g iarrel by the zeal
of ene, and the afperity of the ozher, had not the lawyer very fea-
{onably interpofed, who, ﬂr]drt‘ﬁ"lg himfelf to the advocate for
freedom, defired to know, whether /iderty in temporals was not
of importance to mankind, asw ell as liberey in Jpirituals? how
then comes it, that you, w]lu are fo warm for the maintenance
of the laff, are o nolouuvﬂy indifferent to the firft? to what
fhall we afcribe the mtﬂhty difference between your PoriTica
and Revrcrous Farra ? and whence is it that the former is i'c)
eafy, and the latter fo intraftable? can thefe who are thus
qL uick -fighted in the frauds of ecelefiaftical “dominion, fee no
ju gghng at all in their civi! rulers? are the m:-ﬁg/rr'mm lefs gla-
ring or more tolerable, which zhey both acquiefce inand fup-
port, than thofe which they {fo v iolently oppofe? Let us take the

Kk very
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cv} inflance, you have given.—-Is a pope more unlike to a chrif-
tian bifbop, than a Jole m:ﬂj er to an gfficer of a free flate? if
you Jook back to the original of things, what traces will you find
of Juch an fﬁc, £ 1n wlnt antient conftitution can you difcover
the foundations of fuch a power? is not this a moft manifeft
corruption, growing out of ten thoufand cmnapuom, and natu-
rq!ly pmdné‘cwc of ten thoufand more? if you fay thefe are ;
yfleries cf Jlate, and therefore sot 10 be mm;m'r:f I am fure '
lu, myfleries you attack have yet a better title to your refpe&,
and lefs mifchief will attend on their remaining not fubject to
enguiry.
Or will you borrow the 1rgumcnts of your adverfary, and
plead the neceffity of jubmiffion, and the danger of ﬁ_ttm:r up
reafon 1‘5‘1111{’: am‘f&r ity? if fo, I would only put you in uum]
tl1.1t all authority flows [rom reafon, and ou:rht to lofe its force

]

L

Q

in propor tion as it deviates from its {ource.

It is a jeft to fay, that mankind cannot be governed without
thefe impofitions; they were governed happily “before 1 thefe were
invented, much more hagpllvthan they have been ever fince:
as well may it be faid, that chriftian pmv, which was efta-
blithed in 1}1.1”1 dealing and fimplicity, muit be fupported by
'w, knavery and page: antry introduced in late ages by the church

" Rome, But the truth is, that moft men do in the ftate juft
W lh.t you fay has been done in the church ; they maintain
bufes by pr rjr.r.pr!w, and make the Zad condition llnnfﬂ. arein,
an arol mmtfm letting them grow worfe.

.

= E
cannot, faid I, debate with the gentleman who has at.

t;'.cp;ul the leu fes of ecclefiaftical power upon the particular faéts
he has afferted, nor will I wholly deny the conclufions he

draws from thc}.-c fa&s, But it feems to me that he has often
confounded two things entirely different ; a juft regard to reli-
gion, without which no ioua,tj.' can 101'1'7 fubGft, and a weak
attachment to what either folly or knavery may have grafted
wpon religion; and fantified under that name. To diftin-
5 guifh
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guifh thefe 1s the part of a map of fenfe, and a good man; but
to attack both withoutany diftinftion, to attack the firft becaufe
of the laft, is at leaft asfar from true wildom as {uperftition it-
felf. Can a worfe corruption, or a more dreadful diforder,
arife in_any  government than_an open eontempt of rehigion,
avowed and profefled ; a nation wheie that prevails, is on the
brink. of deftruétion, =~ What degree of refpeét or {ubmiflion is
due to pnrtiunl::r rclig}uus opinimls, even to thofe that are not
effentialy 1 will not take upon me now to difpute ; but this I
am fure of, that a blind confrdence in temporal affairs, agrees very
ill with dowbt in fpirituals. A free enquirer into points of fpe-
culation fhould, beyond all others, be athamed of a tame com-
pliance in points of action,

The wnthinking may be pallive from delufion, or at leaft from
inadvertency 3 but the. greateff mon fer and worf? criminal in
[ociety, is a FREE-THINKING SLAVE,

L. BT E-E R EAXIV,

Sprim 2o Mirza @ lipahan,
From London.

7 V E R Y nation has fome peculiar excellence by which it is
;‘:iﬂingulﬂm{l from its neighbours, and of which’ without
vanity it may boaft: thus Italy produces the fineft fingers;
England the ftouteft doxers; Germany the profoundeft #beo-
logians; and France 1s inE‘o-mpamblc for its cooks. Thislaft
advantage carries the palm from all the reft, and that nation
has great reafon to be proud of it, asa talent of univerfal cur-
rency and for which all other countries do them homage: on
this fingle perfc&ion depends the pleafure, the magnificence,
the pride, nay the reputation of every court in Furope; with=
out a good F rench cook there is no embaflador can poflibly do

Kkoz : his
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his mafter’s bufinefi-4 - no fecretary of ' flate ‘can hold his office,

no rndn of quality can fupport his rank and digaity. « A friend

of ‘mine, who frequently has the honour to dine at 'the tables of

the preaty for which he pays no higher price than bis voze in

parliament, has fometimes obliged me with the bill of fare,

and (as near as he could) an eftimate of the charge which thefe |

genteel entertainments are attended with. I told him, that |

their dinners put me in mind of what T had heard about their

soliticks:  they are artificial, unfubflantial, and unwholefome,

but at ‘the fame time moft rrsz'm;fgl?y expenfve. - Sure, faid I, .

your great men muft have digeflions prodigioufly  (harp-and

ftrong, to carry off fuch a load of various meats as arc {erved

up to them every day! they mult not'enly be made with heads

and hearts, but with |fomachs very different from other people! |
Not in the leaft, 'an{wered he—They feldom touch' any of

the - dainties 'that are before them: thofe dainties, like the: |

women in your feraglios, are more intended for ormament than !

ufr. There is always-a plain difh fetin‘a corner, a homely joint

of Englifh beef or:muttony on:which the mafter of the feaft

miakes his' dinnery ‘and’ two or three choice friends, who are

allowed to have'a cut with himout of fpecial grace and favour,

while the reft are languithing in vain for fuch a happinefs, and

[+

by
U

piddling upon ortolans and trufiles.

I haye feen a poor country gentleman fit down to one of thefe
fine dinners with an extream diflike to the French cookery ;
yet, forfear of being counted unpolite, not daring to refufe any

"y ipds oo . . - o .
thing that was offered him ; but cramming and fweating with
£ 5 8

‘\‘\"h}' then, faid T, this continual extravagance? why this
number of vi¢tims daily facrificed to the demon of luxury ? how
1s it worth a man’s while to undo himfelf, perhaps to undo his
country, that his board may be graced with pats of perigord,
when his guelts had rather have the fowl from his barn-door?
your comparifon of the feraglio will not held ; for though indeed

there
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theré is-an unneceflary variety;. yet they are not.@/ ferved up to
us: togerher ; /we content eurlelves with oneor 2wo of, them at 2
meal, and referve the reft for future entertainments; I con-
cluded, with repeating to him a ftory, which is taken out of
the annals of our kings.

Schah Abbas, at the beginningof his reign, was more lux-
urious than became fo great a prince, - One might have judged
of the valtnefs of his empire, by the variety of dilhes at his
table: fome werefent him from the Euphrates and Perfian gulph,
others from the Oxus and Cafpian fea. Oneday, when he gave
a dinner to his nobles, Mahomet - Ali, keeper of the three
tombs, was placed next to the beft difh of all the: feaft, out of
refpeét for the facility of his office : but inftead of falling-to,
and eating heartily, as boly men are wont tor do, he fetched a
difmal groan, and fell a weeping. Schah Abbas, furpriled athis
behaviour, defired him to explain it-to the company.:- he would

fain have beenexcufed, but the fophi ordered him, on pain of his.

difpleafure; to acquaint them with the caufe of his diforder.

Know then, faid he, O menarch of the earth, that when E
faw thy table covered in this manner, it brought to my mind a
dream, or rather vifion, which was fent me from Lllt'pmlahus-
whom I ferve: on the feventh night of the moon Rhamazan,.
I was fleeping under the fhade of the facred tombs, when, me-
thought, the hely ravens of the fan&uary bore me up on
their wings into: the air, and ina few moments conveyed me to
the loweft heaven, where the meffenger of God, on whony be
peace, was fitting in his luminous tribunal, to receive petitions
from the earth. Around him ftood an infinite throng of animals,
of every {pecies and quality, which all joined. in preferring a
complaint againft thee, Schah Abbas, for deflrc r them wan-
tonly and tyrannically, beyond what any necef
er any natural appetite demand.

ity could juilify,
f ; -

Itiwas alledged. by them, that ten or twelve of them weres

often murdered, to compolfe one difh for the nicencls of thy

1,:-;L1L:1E-:; >
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palate; fome gave their tongues only, fome their bowels, fome
their fat, and other their h“un': or’ bloodi» 4dn  fhorty! they
declared,” fuch conftant wafte was' made of them; that unlefs a
flop was put te it in time, 1* ey thould penth Lju ely by
thy gluttony. The 1nnplu_L, ].“Illllﬁf this, bent his brows, and
oldcled {ix vultures to fetch thee .l]nc before him: "]“?,f' inftantly
bm-lfr]n thee to his tribunal, where he commanded thy ltemach
to bf_ openedy and ‘examined whether wwas bigger or more
capacious than thofe of other men: when it was found to be
juft of the common fize, he permitted all the animals o make
réprifald'on the body of their deftroyery but before onein ‘ten
thoufand could get at thee, every particle of 1t was devoured’;
fo ill- prnp{}rtlumd was the offender to the offence.—
This'ftory made fuch ‘an impreflion on the fophi, that he
rould not fuffer above oné dith of meat to be h:ought te his
table ever: after,

g W R O W W W
EAEEEXSEEE

L E TV IR R RoNe Y
To Tsranrms MoLrac af Hpahan.

From: London,
7 ES, holy "‘\’[o'hc, I am ‘more and more convinced of /it ;
1nﬁrltlm' 1s certainly attended with a Ipml of infatuation.
The p'rlpnet hurts the underftandings of thofe who refufe to
receive his holy law; he pqml!ns the hardnefs of their hearts,
by the depravation -:Jf their judgments. How can we other-
wife account for what I have feen fince my arrival among
Chriftians ? X
I have feen a people, whofe very being depends on com-
merce, {uffer luxury and the heavy load cj taxes to ruin their
manufactures at home, and turn the balance againft them in
toreign trade |— !

I hLave
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I have feen them glory in the greatnefs of their wealth, when
they are reduced every year to carry on the expences of govern-
ment, by robbing the very fund which is to cale them of a debt
of fifty millions !

T have feen them fiz owt fleets, augment their forces, exprefs
continal fears of an invafion, and {uffer continual depredations
upon their merchants from a contemptible enemy, yet all the
while hug themfelves in the notion of being bleft with-a pro-
found and lafling peace!

I have feen them wrapped up in full fecurity, upon the
flourifhing ftate of public credit, only becaufe they had a prodi-
gious flock of paper, which now, indeed, they circulate as
money ; but which the firft alarm of a calamity may, in an
inftant, make meer paper of again!

I have feen them conftantly bufied in pafing /aws for the

better regulation of their police, and never taking any care of
their execution : loudly declaring the abufes of their govern-
ment, and quietly allowing them to encreale |

[ have {een them diftreft for want of bands to carry on their
hufbandry and manufactures, yet permitting thoufands of their
people to be deftroyed, or rendered ufelefs and hurtful to focicty,
by the abominable ufe of /pirituous liguors!

T have feen them make fuch a provifion for their poor; as
would relieve all their wants, if well applied ; and fuffer a third
part of them to flarve, from the roguery and riot of thofe cn-
trufted with the care of them!

But the greatefl of all the wonders [ have feen, and which
moft ‘of all proves their infaruation, 18, that 2bey profels To
MAINTAIN LiBERTY BY CORRUETION.

L E T-
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Seriv fo Mirza at Iipahan,

From London

Felicitate thee, Mirza, on thy new dignity ; I bow myfelf

reverently before thee, not with the heart of a flatterer, but
a friend: the favour of thy mafler fhines upon thee; he has
raifed thee to the right hand of his throne; the treatures of
Perfia are committed to thy cuftody : if thou behaveft thyfelf
honeftly and wifely, I fhall think thee much greater from thy
advancement 3 if otherwife, much Jawer than before. Thou
haft undertaken a charge very impertant to thy prince, and to
his people ; both are equally concerned in thy adminiftration,
both have equally a right to thy fidelity. If ever thou fhalt
{eparate their intereits, if thou fhalt fet up the one againit
the other, know, it will end in the ruin of 4oth. Do
not imagine, that thy mafter will be richer by draining his
fubje@s of their wealth: fuch gains are irreparable loffes they
may ferve a prefent fordid purpofe, but dry up the fources of
opulence for futurity. I would recommend to thy attention
and remembrance, the faying of a famous Englith sreafurer in
the happy reign of queen Elizabeth. 1 do not lve, faid that
truly able minifter, z0 fe the treafury [well like a diffempered
[fpleen, when the other parts of the, flate are in a confumption.~—
Be it thy care to prevent fuch a decay; and, to that end, not
only fave the public all unneceflary expence, but fo dige/f and
order what is needful, that perplexity may not ferve to cover
fraud, nor incapacity lurk behind confufion. Rather fubmit to
any difficulty and diftrefs in the conduét of thy. miniflry, than
anticipate the revenues of the government without an abfolute
neceflity ; for fuch expedients are a temiporary eafe, but a per-
manent deflruction.

In
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In relieving the people from their taxes, lct it alfo be thy
glory to relieve them from the infinite number of zax-ganb
which, far worle than the Turkilh or Ruflian acrmies, have bar-
Jed avd plundered our poor country.
As thou art the diftributor of the bounties of the crown,
ake them the 1\Vluit‘ffhuﬁcts1uliucﬂi; LptLht};TtLﬂ'rih
rafites and flatterers to thy ImﬂLr, or a'fuh /f. But, above all,
as thou art now a public perfon, elevate thy mind beyond any
i L...LL; try to enrich thﬂ public before thyfelf; and
ink lefs of efla ﬂlllﬂnﬂ' thy family at the head of IIL'\ Louvrn,
an of "Ltr ng thy country at the head of Afia.
If thou canft ih.ldm imlut.-., in fuch a condud, thy prince
will want zhee more than thou doft himr » if thou buildeft thy
ortune on any other bafis, how high foever it may rifey it-will
be tottering from Ih:‘. weaknef§ of its ,"a::.vzrr'rﬂffﬁ.
He alone is a miniffer gfﬁaz;, whofe fervices are’ were Jeary th
.'.f.rciﬁm:n - the reft are the crearires @r capr ice; and feel f/':” P
flavery even in - power.

-
K
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rfﬁ'“"ﬂthﬂa }"{"'".‘-.L
L l: "_'[" '-[‘ E R ijx\rili.

Serim 20 Miaza gt Iipahan,

rom London.

"TMHE virtuous Abdallah is returned to England, aftér haviiig

been abfent fourteen moons. [ yefterday reftored tohim
his lovely Zelis, the wife whom he had piven me at his depar-
ture, and whom I had treated like -

a fiffer. Nothing ever was fo
MovIDg as the fcene, when I joined their hands

i aoain after a {e-

lnr.mnn which they had feared would prove eternali  The pn"-
{eflion of the fineft woman in the world conld not give me {o
much pleafure as this aé of humanity and juftice : T made two
people happy who deferved it; and am fecured of the affedtions
L1 of
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of both to the laft moment of their lives. ‘When the tranf-
ports of their joy were a little over, Abdallah gave me the
following relation of all that had happened to him fince he
left usi—

Zhe HisTory of Abdallah.

YOU know that I failed from England with an intent to
redeem my father from captivity : as foon as I came to Malta,
I went and threw myfelf at the feet of the grand mafter, be-
{eeching him to take the ranfom I had brought, and fet my
father free.

He anfwered me, that the perfon for whom I fued, was no
longer in a condition to be ranfomed, being condemned to die
the next day. I was ready to die myfelf at this account’; and
defiring to know his offence, was informed, that, being unable
to redeem himfelf, he was put to the oar like a common {flave,
without any regard to his innocence or age : that during an en-
gagement with a Turkifh fhip, he had perfuaded the other
flaves to quit their oars, and fight againft the Chriftians ; but
that, being overpowered, he was brought to Malta, and con-
demned to be broke upon the wheel, as an example to the
other captives in the gallies: that this dreadful fentence was to
be executed upon him the morning after my arrival, and no
ranfom could be accepted for his life.

O Heaven! faid I, did I come fo far to no other purpofe,
but to be witnels of the death of my wretched father, and a
death fo full of horror? Would the waves of the fea had fwal-
lowed me up, before I reached this fatal and accurled fhore!
O Abderamen! O my father! what avails to thee the piety of
thy fon? how fhall I bear to take my leave of thee for ever,
at our firt meeting, after an abfence which feemed fo long?
Can I ftand by, and give thee up to torments, when I flattered
myfelf that I arrived to bring thee liberty ? Alas! my prefence

will
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will only aggravate thy fufferings, and make the bitternefs of
death more infupportable.

In this extremity, I offered the grand mafler, not only to
pay down all the ranfom I had promifed before, but to yicld
myfelf a voluntary {lave, and ferve in the gallies all my life, if
Abderamen’s might be fpared.

He feemed touched with my propofal, and inclined to pity
me 3 but was told by a jefuit, who was his confeffor, that an
example of feverity was neceflary; and that he ought to pardon
my father on no terms but renouncing Mahometi{m, and being
converted immediately to the church of Rome.

No, cried I, if zhar is to be the price of a few unhappy
years, it is better both of us fhould perifth than accept them,—
But can you, faid I to the prieft, who profefs an holinefs fuperior
to other men, can you obftruét the mercy of your prince, and
compel him to defiroy a wretched man, whofe only crime was
the natural love of liberty ? is this your way of making con-
verts to your faith, by the terror of racks and wheels, inftead
of reafon 7—

My reproaches fignified nothing but to incenfe him, and I
quitted the palace in defpair, I was going to the prifon to fee
my father, for the firft and laft time, when a Turkifh {lave ac-
cofted me, and bid me follow him.—1I refufed to do it, but he
affured me it was of moment to the life of Abderamen. 1 fol-
lowed him, and he led me by a back-way to a woman’s apart-
ment in the palace—T1 continued there till paft midnight with-
out feeing any body, in agitations not to be conceived : at laft
there came to me a lady richly drefled in the habit of my own
country. After looking at me attentively fome time, Ol Ab-
dallah, faid fhe, have you forgot Zoraide, the fifter of Zelis?

Thefe words foon brought her to my remembrance, though
I had not feen her for many years: I embraced her tenderly,
and defired to hear what fortune had carried her to Malta?

—

Ll=2 You
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You L':mu-'. taid  fhe, that my family is of the Jthul of
[nu| rus, and that I'was martied young to a rich merchant of
'U ppo:, L had by him two children, a fon and d: 1 r] ter and

ved very hlpmh fome years, till my hufband’s bufis ]
ing him to Cypras, ] "lE:’l['l]u{Lli him to let me go,
a vifit to my relations in that ifland. In our paffage a violent
m arofe, which drove us weltward beyond the ifle of
12 3 and before we could put inte any harbour, a Maltefe
ate artacked us, 1{11;:[1 my hufband, and carried me to
Malta. My beauty touched the heart of the orand mafter;
which is the more furprizing, as I took no pains to fet it off,

|
thinking of not .1.111_5 but tl.c lofs 1 had {uftained : he boucht

me of the knight, whofe prize I was; and I thought it fome

comfort in my captivity, that T was delivered [1'011\ the hands
that had been ftained in mv hufbind’s bio:ud. The paffion of
my new lord was fo exceffive, that he Ltilal me more like a
princefs than a flave. He could deny me nothing I afked him,

and was fo hberal, that he never appro uL,Lcl me without a
prefent.  You fee the pomp and magnificence in which I live:
my wealth is great, and my: power in this place fuperior to
uni-.-br_u._\ 5. ll\..lr then, Abdaliak i, what my friendthip has
done for you, and reme:
I' have emj
of Abderamen: he has confented to it, and moreover, to fet

.Illhl [].\_ Q l)l;"'
intereft with mv lover to fave the life

1 you have to me,

|'J\L,{1LJ] T

\-.—'

liim free upon the payment of the ranfom you propofcd. But,
n recompence for [m aid which I ]'.;:'.x: oiven you, you muft
promife to aflift me in an affair that will, 'u 1Jl:|l"|\, be attended
with fome danger. I aflured there was m]rh.sng I would

not 1'ii'a}'.':_- to do the ‘iln-'r;t' of Zelis any {ervice,

You fhall know, faid fhe, what it is I rec quire of you, when
the time comes to put it in executionj till then remain at Malta,
i 1y orders,

Ar thefe words the delivered to me 2 pardon under the feal
of the prand malter, and bid me carry it inftantly to my father;

=t -
I was
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['was fo tranfpotted that T could not' ftay to thank'Her ; °F fan,
I flew to the prifon of Abderamen, and fhewing Lf_-a, ordér 1

iirted to the df_mgeml

hrrmf_g}n with me to his guards, was ad
where he lay.

The poor old man, expe&ing nothing but death,’and believ-
ing I was the officer that came to carry him to the place of ‘exe-
cution, fainted away before T had time to difcover to him
either my perfon or my errand. \"\'i.?‘.' he lay in that ftate of
Jfliuthlwlt'v I unbound his chains s, and bore him into the open
air, where, with a good deal of cll.. culty, he récovered. O my
father! faid I to him (when I perceived that his fenfes were re-
turned) do vou not Know your fon .\bcl.l‘. lah, who is come
hither to fave your life, who "has obtained your ]ﬁ:*.'r:‘rm and re-
deemed you from captivity P—The 11;;;11:.& of joy that ftized
him in that inftant, at my fight ‘and words, was too fudden and

| § B

violent for his age and weaknefs to fupport. He flroggled fome
time to make an anfwer; but ar laft, flraining me in his

arms, and muttéring fome half-formed founds; he funk' dowm,

'1[‘5[] (‘xi}il‘cil an my |-~l 1]
When I faw that he was dead, 'T loft all’ patience, and
covering myfelf with duft bewailed my folly, in not telling

him my good tidings by degtées.
was broad dav, and che whole town being

- T e '. . =
By this time 1t
=

informed of my afflidtion, was gathered about me in great

crowds, The grand mafter himfelt, taking pity of me, fent to
td]l me, that he would |'~¢'.'“-"-: me to hu-,. away my father’s
y. to’ Aleppo; and excufe me the ranf fom I had offered, {-:1-“3

¥

out'it; This 1' riL.]r“r:"u comforted
J"]lq'\ for the

death had (ILL VCTCE L| ]! m wit
me a little, and I would have e
Levait, if T had not beenftopped by aty promife to Zoraide.

rqiuied lI"n

Severd! days paffed witliout my hear any i wt her. Thad
'-lt'emi\* hired a fmall veliel, =_-n.:=.¢-.'. the rémains of
Abdéramen, when, laté oné vas waked' out of my
LIL"r :J }'I.-.JL‘.".Il-_!‘ in Iij-_ 1 wha told e, R]]:':."_'

'
1L




['E]

L=

[ ]

PERSLAN LETTERS

fhe was, come tolclaim.my; promife, . I afked what fhe required
ne to do?  Tocarry. me to Aleppo, anfwered fhe, that I may
{fee my dear children once again, and enrich them with the
treafures which I have gained from the bounty of my lover.
T hofe treafures are ufelefs to me without them ; in the midft of
all my pomp and outward pleafure I am perpetually pining for
their lofs ; the mother's heart is unfatished within; nor will it
let me enjoy a moment’s peace, till I am reftored fo them in
my happy native land, As {he faid this, (he [hewed me fome

bags of gold, and a cafket filled with jewels of great value, 1

muil infift; Abdallah, continued fhe, that yau fet {ail this very
night, and take me along with you. The weather is tempel-
tuous, but that circumftance will favour my efcape ; and I had
rather venture to perifh in the [ea, than live any longer from my
family.

The fenfe of the obligation I had to her made me confent to
do what fhe defired, how perilous foever it appeared to me,
As I had a permiffion from the grand mafter to go away as foon
as. I .thought fit, I put to fea that pight without any hindrance ;
and the wind blowing hard off the fhore, in a little while we
were out of fight of Malta., The water was fo rough for two
or three days, that we thought it impoffible our barque could
weather it out ; but at length the ftorms abating, we purfued
our voyage with a very fair wind, and arrived fafe in the port
of Scanderoon. Zoraide was tranfported with the thought of
being fo near Aleppo, and her children ; fhe embraced me in
the molt affe&ionate manner, and exprefled a gratitude for the
fervice I had done her far beyond what it deferved., But how
great was her difappointment and afflition, when we were
told by the people of Scandercon, that the plague was at
Aleppo, and had deftroyed a third part of the inhabitants |

Ah, wretched Zoraide! cried (he weeping, where are now
all thy hopes of being bleft in the fight of thy two children?
perhaps thofe two children are no more; or, if they fhill live,
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it is in hourly ‘expeétation “of 'dying with the reft ‘of their
fellow citizens. Perhaps, at this moment they begin to ficken,
and want the care of their mother to tend upon them, ‘when
they are abandoned by every other friend.

Thus did fhe torture herfelf with dreadful apprehenfions,
and often turning her eyes towards Aleppo, gave herfelf up to
all the agonies of grief.

I faid every thing I could think of to relieve her, but fhe
would not be comforted.

The next morning the fervants I had put about her, came
and told me, that fhe was not to be found : they alfo brought
me a letter which informed me, that not being able to endure
the uncertainty fhe was in about her children, fhe had ftolen
away by night, and gone to Aleppo to fhare their danger with
them. That if fhe and her family efcaped the ficknefs, I
fhould hear from her-again; but that if they died, fhe was re-
folved not to furvive them. She added, that {he had left me a
box of diamonds worth two thoufand piftoles, being a fourth
part of the jewels which [he had brought from Malta by my
affiftance.

You may imagine how deeply 1 was affected at reading this
letter. I refolved to flay at Scanderoon till I had fome news
of her, notwithftanding my. paflionate defire to return to Zelis,
I had waited five weeks with great impatience, when we re-
ceived accounts that the infection was ceafed, and the commerce
with Aleppo reftored again. 1 immediately went to vifit my
native town ; but, alas! I had little pleafure in the fight of it
after fo difmal a calamity. My firft enquiry was about Zo-
taide and her children. They carried me to her houfe, where
I found her fon, a youth of fixteen. When I made myfelf

known to him, he fell a weeping, and told me his mother and ¢
fifter were both dead. I very fincerely joined with him in his.

grief, and offered to reftore to him the jewels fhe had given
me, No, Abdallah, faid he, I am rich enough in what I
inherit

263




and what a friend
her, continugd he,
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ta the care fhe took of me I owed my- lile : byt it proved fag
r-and’ my poor ‘E_Ii]-_t_'i', ho both eaught the infeétion by
nurfing me; and having weaker confl itutiops, were not able to
le with it fo well. - My fifter died fefl, and Zoraide

1
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IEINE MY illnels ; and
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quickly followed: 'when fhe perceived J]L‘nJ-LIJlIﬂ. expiring, fhe
called: me to: her, and bid “me endeavour to find vou out. at

-‘i:--amirmf]l‘, and let you know, that the be :queathed. to you the
partion (he had int ended for my fifter, amounting to five thou-
{and pieces of gold, asi1e the man in the world {he moft
efteemed : - the added, that to you - fhe recommended me with
her lateft breath, im ploring you to take care of me for her fake,
and the fake of her fifter L’tl 5

The poor boy was not .1111L to'go on, with his ftory any
futther. I accepted the legacy, L.,u] did my utmoft to dilcharge
worthily the truft conferred upon me : butmy firfk care was to
bury Abderamen with all the pomp that our cui‘mrm will ad-
mit. - After fome time {pent in fettling the affairs of my pupil,
and my own, I took a n:l:m“‘ on b{,.ml an Englifh Pnla, and
arrived happily in London.

I am now pofieft of a fortune that is fufficient to maintain
Zelis in the manner I -.‘n."-:.rr:ﬁ and have nothing more to afk of
Heaven but an oppertunity of repaying yau, O Selim, the
uumilnp and goodnefs you have fhewn me.

L ET-
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SeLiv o Mirza pahan.
From London.

I AM going, in the confidence of friend(hip, to give thee a

proct of the weaknels of human pature, and the unaccoun-
table capricioulnefs of our paffions. Since I delivered up Zelis
to her hufband, I have not enjoyed a moment’s peace, Her
beauty, which I faw without emotion while the continued 7
sy powery NOW fthe is ot af it, has fired me to that c‘cqu,{, that
I Imu, almoft loft my reafon. I cannot bear to fee her in the
pofleflion of the man to w hom I gave her: if {hame, if defpair il
did not hinder it, I fhould afk him for her again.— In this un-
eafinefs and diforder of mind, there remains but one part for
me to take: I mull Hj,r from her charms and my own weaknefs, i
I muft retire into Perfia, and endeavour by abfence, and dif- !!
ferent "objeéts, to Lﬂ'u‘e the impreflions fhe has made.  Alas) |
what fhall I Imd anre a hrlr‘rhn compofed of beautiful faves, '

- or relullant wiltims to irro.a and ty-

' A7

the # ] i
1'Etnr]iral luft. What rarional m:r: .’u‘f ce can I hope for with
thefe, what true e'{_f}"béum, what ,m id peace, what heart-felt de=
livht 2 But were Zelis my wife, i fuch a wife 1 {hould find
the moft endeared, moft pleafing, moft _,fs?.."" ul friend, All
the prec: autions of Eaftern jealoudy would then be LHI‘;LLFHH ] .
thofe wretched l‘l*‘tcl\ul\_h,s, which, while they bar the d::mr Il

s ga Tt
CENAry proy

vretc
againt dithonour, fhut out efteem, the life of frien df'np, and Il
confidence, the foul of love. Thou wilt be furprifed at my
talking thus ; but what I feel for Zelis, and what I have feen
my native prejudices: I have feen

in England, has overcome

here wives, over whole L--'J:'.rl'azé'.', 1;.',{11-;)'1‘, perfedly free, religion,
boneur and love are {triGer guards than legions v[‘eunvchs, or
walls of brals : I have feen, l::, confequence, much bappier buf-
bands than any Perfian can [JUII;G]} be. We will dlh.omit. on

M m this
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this fubje& more fully when I am with'thee, and it will be my
greate {t pleafure to try to remove out of thy ‘mind all thofe prL-
poflefl mm of which my own has been cured by myabode in
this country. If I bmm thee home #ruth, T am fure thou
wilt think that I have travelled to better purpofe, than if I came
back fraught with the gold of Peru, or the diamonds of fm
conda, 1 have more tr in compleated the four years ftay
propofed making in England, and am now determined to pai
through France as far as Marfeilles, and embarque from thence
for thc Levant, as foon as the bufinefs, with which I am
charged on the part of fome of my friends with the Turkey
mcrchfmh there, will permit. It is my fixed refolution to go
away, without giving Zelis the leaft intimation of the caufe of
my departure: Abdallah fhall never know that T am his rival;
it would take too much from the chara&ter of a_friend. llmu
art the only one to whom I dare confide my folly; and fince it
has hurt no-body but myfelf, I hope thou wilt rather pity than

blame me for it.

L.ET T E R . LXXX,

Sevim 2o Mirza 4t Ipahan,

From London.

I AM ]uﬂ on the point of leaving England; Abdallah and

Zelis have received my adieus ; t[lL Cumb(tt is palt; my re-
folutions {trengthen, and ‘thou mayeft expe ere long tofee thy
friend with a 7/nd a good deal altered by his travels, buta
beart which to zhee, .to his country, and to his duzy, is fhll zbe

Jame.

It would be unjuft and ungrateful in me to quit #hss j’?.,:: '
without expreffing a very hig h efteem of the c-x)m’ [fenfe, fincerity,
and good-nature 1 have f)un& among the L’;"'”’? to thefe qua-

= .I'L].L"l
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lities T might alfo add; pelitens 5, which certainly they have as
good a title to as any of their neighbours; but 1 am afraid that
this accomplifhment has been acquired too much at the ex-
pence of other virtures more folid and effential, Of their -
duftry, their commerceisa proof; and for their valour, let their
enenties declare it, Of their faw/ts I will at prefent {fay no more,
but that many of them are zewly introduced, and {ocontrary tothe
genius of the people, that one would hope they might be eafily
rooted out, They are undoubtedly, all circumftances confidered, a
very greats a very powerfuly and happy nation 3 but how long they
fhall continwe fo, depends entirely on the prefervation ¢ f their Ti-
berty. Totheconflitutionof their governmentalone areattachedall
thefe bleflings and advantages: thould zhar ever be depraved
corrupted, they muft expect to become the moft contemptible,
and moft unbappy of mankind. For what can fo much aggra-
vate the wretchednefs of an opprefied and ruined people, as the
remembrance of former freedom and profperity ? All the images
and traces of their liberty, which 1t is probable no change will
quite deftroy, muft be a perpetual reproach and torment to them,
for having fo degenerately parted with their birth-right. And
if {lavery is to be endured, where is the man that would not
rather chufe it under the warm fun of Agra, or Ifpahan, than
in the Northern climate of !Zaaglantl P

I have therefore taken my leave of my friends here, with
this affe@ionate, well-meant advice, That they fhould vigilantly
watch vver their conffitution, and guard it by thofe ftrong bul-

or

warks which alone are able to fecure ##, 4 firmm wunion of all
boneft men, juflice upon public r:{rr:-'.t-:ﬂ:‘;'.f, national and private

TEEa el
f.r‘ ugality.
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