UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works of George Lord Lyttleton

Lyttelton, George <Lord>
London, 1774

Observations on the Conversion and Apostleship of St. Paul; in a Letter to
Gilbert West, Esq.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-50364

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-50364

OBSERVATIONS

O N
zne CONVERSION ano APOSTLESHIP
O F

ST A UES

I N

A LETTER rto GILBERT WEST, Esq







GILBERT W EST, Ef

S5-I R;

N a late converfation we had together upon the fubjec of

the Chriftian religion, I told you, that befides all the proofs
of it which may be drawn from the prophecies of the Old Tefta-
ment, from the neceflary connexion it has with the whole
fyftem of the Jewilh religion, from the miracles of Chrift, and
from the evidence given of his refurreftion by all the other
apoflles, 1 thought the converfion and the apoftlefhip of St. Paul
alone, duly confidered, was of itelf a demonttration {ufficient
to prove Chriftianity to be a divine revelation.

As you feemed " to think that {o compendious a proof might
- 2 3 1 ” -k | -4 "o -_ -
be of ufe to convince thofe unbelievers that will not attend to a

longer feries of arguments, I have thrown together the realons

upon which I fupport that propofition,
In the xxvith chapter of the Ads of the Apoftles, writ by a
nion of St. Paul in preaching

otemporary author, and a compa
the gofpel, as appears by the b
4. ch. xxvii. ver. 1. &%. St Paul is faid to have given him-
felf

c itfelf, ch. xx. ver. 6, 13
K itlell, ch. XX, VCI. O, I,




OBSERVATIONS ON:THE CGONVERSION
felf this accountofhis converfion and preaching, te king Agrippa
and Fettus the Roman governor : ¢ :'\‘:'_\_' manner of life from my
§ \-'mlLl], which wag,.at the firll; among mine own nation at fu -
rufalem; know all the Jews, which knew tme from the beg @in-
ning [11' they would teflify) that after the firifelt fect of our
rehigion, I lived a Pharifee. . And now I ftand and am judged
for the Int}i}t. of the [hmnlh made by God unto our fathers:
unto which p;o-n‘l our twelve 11.[1:, inftantly 1;'n'|wr God

&

r
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-

L

day and night, hope to comes for which lsili;c:' ake, king
Agrippa, [ am accufed b}' th“ Jews. . Why fhou ul it l»r
thous mt a thing incredible with you, that God (hould raife the
dead? I ve erily tlmlmhl with myfelf, that I ought to do many
things €ontrary to the pame of Jefus of Nazareth. | Which
rhmcr I alfo!did in Jerufalem, and many of the faints did I
{hut vp in pr fon; having, reccived authority from the chief
5‘11\,1:5, and \1.1&.1 they were put to de 1111, 1t...u.. my voice
¢ againft them. , And | punifhed them oft in every fynagooue,
and, compelled them to blafpheme, and being c\cudu.nh,
mad againft them,!I perfecuted them even unto &mng\, cities.
Whereupon,. as I went to, Damafcus with authority and com-
miffion from the chief priefts, at md-day, o ]‘.m-f I faw in
the way a light from hcmcn, above the lnl fntmlw of the fun,
fhining round. about me, and them which journeyed with me.
And w htn we were all fallen to the earth, T heard a voice
{peaking unto me, and faying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul,
.‘Jml, why perfecuteft thou me? Tt is hard for thee to kick
againft the pricks. And I faid, Who art thou, Lord?' And
he faid, I am IL[_uu: whow ‘thou perfecuteft. But rife, ftand
upon thy feet; for I have appeared unto thee for this purpofe, to
make thee a m"‘-‘}l;-':', and a witnefs both of thofe things which
thou haft feen, and of thofe things in the which T will appear
unto thee; delivering thee from the people, and from the
¢ Gentiles, unto whom I now fend thee, to open their eyes, and
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< to turn them from darknefs to light, and from the power of
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AND APOSTLESHIP :OF Sr. PAUL. 27
€' Sutah unto Gad, that they may receive forgivenefs of fins, and
¢ inlheritance among them which are fanétified by faith that is
¢in me. Whereupon, o king Agrippa, 1 was not difobedient to
¢ the heavenly vifion: but {hewed firlt unto them of Damaicus,
¢ and at ]cru'ﬁdenn and throughout all the coaft of Judea, and
¢ to the Gentiles, that they (hould repent and turn to God, and
¢ do works meet for repentance. For thefe caufes the Jews
¢ caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me. Having
< therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day wit-
¢ pefling both to {inall and great, faying none other things than
thofe which Mofes and the prophets did fay fhould come:
that Chrift fhould fuffer, and that he fhould be the firft that
(hould rife from the dead, and fhould fhew light to the people,
and to the Gentiles. And as he thus {pake for himfelf, Feftus
faid with a loud voice, Paul, thou art befide thyfelf; much
learning doth make thee mad. But he faid, T am not mad,
moft noble Feftus, but fpeak forth the words of truth and
fobernefs. For the king knoweth of thefe things, before whom
alfo I fpeak freely ; for T am perfuaded that none of thefe
things are hidden from himj for the thing was not done in a
corner, King Agrippa, believeft thou the prophets ? I know
that thou believelt.—Then Agrippa faid unto Paul, Almoit
thou perfuadeft me to be a Chriftian.  And Paul faid, I woulc
to God that not only thou, but alfo all that hear me this day,
¢ were both almoit and altogether fuch as I am, except thele
¢ bonds.” In another chapter of the fame book he gives in fub-
ftance the fame account to the Jews, adding thefe further parti- 13 1y o5,
culars: ¢ And I faid, What (hall I do, Lord? And the Lord faid *
¢ unto me, Arife, and go into Damafcus, and there it (hall be told
¢ thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do. And
¢ when I could not fee for the glory of that light, being led by
¢ the hand of them that were with me, 1 came into Damafeus.
¢ And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having
¢a good report of all the Jews that dwelt there, came unto me,
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274 OBSERVATIONS ON THE CONVERSION

“and ftdod, and faid unto me, Brother Squl, receive thy fight ;
“and the fame hour T looked up upon him. And he faid, The
¢ God of our fathers hath chofen thee, that thou thould’t know
“his will, and feethat jult one, and thould’ hear the voice of
¢ his’ mouth. « 'For ‘thou" fhale bé his witnefs tnto all men of
¢ what thou haft feen and heard. © And now why tarriet thou?
“arife, and be baptized, and wafth away thy. {ins, calling on
¢ the name of the Lord.’
In the ixth chapter of the fame book, the author of it relates :
the fame flory, with fome other circumftances not mentioncd
aas iz i thefe accounts: as, that Saul 7% 2 viffor faw Ananias before
he came to him, coming in, and putting bis band upon kim that
be might receive bis fight, " And that when Ananias had {poken
to him, fmmediarely there fell from bis eyes as it bod been Jeales.
Ver18) - And agreably to 'all thefe” accounts, St. Paul thus {peaks
of himfelfin the epiftles he wroteto the feveral churches' he
planted; the authenticity ‘of which cannot be doubted without
overturning all rules, by which the authority and genuinenefs
of any writing$ can be proved, or confirmed. '
Gal.icrts Taq the Galatians he fays: “ T certify you, brethren, that the |
ot gofpel which' 'was preached by mle isnot after man. For I
¢ neither received of man, neither was I taught it, but by the
revelation of Jefus Chrift. For ye have heard of my conver-
fation in" time paft in the Jews religion, how that beyond
meafure T perfecuted the church of God, and waftedit. And
profited in the Jews religion above many mine equals in my
own nation, being more xceedingly zealous of the tradi-
tions of my'fathers. ' But when it pleafed God, who fepa-
rated me from my ‘mother’s womb, and called me by his grace,
to reveal his fon in me, that Tmight preach him among the
heathen, immediately I conferred not with flefh and bloed, &,
vess?  To the Philippians he fays, “'If ‘any' other man thinketh
4

&
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that he hath whercof he might trift in the flefh, I more:

circumciled the eighth day, of ‘the flock’ of Ifrael, of the

J

5 ¢ ftock




AND, ABPOSTLESHIE OF ST.PAL L .
ftock of Hrael, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew (of the
¢ Hebrews. = As touching the law, a Pharifec; concerning zeal,
¢ perfecuting the church; touching the righteoufnefs which s
¢in the law, blamelefs, =~ But what, things were gain to me,
¢"“thofe T counted lofs for Chrift.  Yea doubtlefs, and I count
¢ all things but lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of
¢ Chrift Jefus my Lord, for whom I have fuffered the lofs of
¢ all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win
¢ Chrift,’

And in his epifile. to Timothy he writes thus: ¢ I thank: Tin. 1.
¢ Jefus Chiift our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he s
¢ counted me faithful, putting me into the miniftry, who was
¢ hefore a blafphemer, and a perfecutor, and injurious; but I
¢ obtained mercy, becaufe I did it ignorantly in.unbelief]

In other epiftles he calls himfelf an apofiie by the will of &y ™
God, by the commandment of God our faviour, and Liord Jefositia. i s
Chrift :—and an apofile, not of e, neither by men, but by Jelus S
Chiilt, and God the father, who raifed him from the dead. Al
which implies fome miraculous call that made him an apoftle,

And 10 the Corinthians he fays, after enumerating many ap-* Cor x4
pearances of Jelus after his refurredlion, ¢ And laik of all he
¢ was feen of me alfo as one born out of due time.’

Now it muft'of mecclity be, . that the perfon attefting. thele
things of himfelf, and of whom thev are related in fo authentick
a manner, either was an E:npuﬁ{}}',' who faid what he knew to
be falfe with an intent to deceive; or he was an enthufiaft, who
by, the force of an over-heated imagination impofed on himfelf;
or he was deceived by the fraud of others, and all that he {aid
muft be imputed to the power of that deceit; or what he de-
dlared to have been the caule of his converfion, and to have hap-
pened in confequence ofit, did all really happen, and therefare .
tke Chriftian religion is a divine revelation,

Now that he was not an impoftor, who fald what he knew
to be falfe with an intent to deceive, Ifhall endeavour to prove,

Nna2 bv

ix
e |
Ly




L‘.’:.'{J
Alls vii. g,
28, 23
Aflsix, 1, 4.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE CONVERSION

by fhewing that he could have no rational motives to undertake
fuch'an impoftiire; tor conld have poflibly catried it on with
afiy {uccels by the means Wwe know hé employed.

Firft'then, the inducement to fuch an‘impofturé muft have
been' one 'of thefe two, either the Hope of advancing himfelf by
itin his temporal intereft, credit, or power; or the gratifica-
tien cf fome of 'his paffions underthe autherity of it, and by
the means it afforded,

Now thefe were the circumflances in which St. Paul 'de-
clared 'his convetfion to the faith of Chrift Jefus.' That 'Jeéfus,
who 'called himfelf 'the Meffiah, and Son of God, HotwithZ
ftanding the innocence and holinefs of his life, notwithftanding
the miracles by which he attefted his miffion, had been' cruci-
fied by the Jeéws as’an impoftor and' blafphemer, which’ cruci-
fixion-niot “only’ 'mult ‘(humanly” fpéaking) ‘have ‘intimidated
others front following 'him, “or efpoufing his'do&@rines, but ferved
to'confirm’ the Jews ‘in their opinion that he could not be their
promifed " Meffiah, who’#ecording' 'to all their prejudices was
not to fuffer in any' manner,” but’to reign'‘triumphant  for ‘ever
here upon'earth) ' His' apoltles’indéed, thoughat firft they ap-
peared to be terrified by the deéath of their mafter, and difap-
pointed in all their hopes,” yet had furprifingly recovered their
Ipirits again, and publickly taught in his name, declaring him
to be rifen’from the grave, and cohfirming that miracle by many
they worked, or pretended to work themfelves. But the chief
priefts and rulérs among the Jews were fo far from being con-
verted either by their words or their works; that they had beguna
fevere 'perfecution againft theni, ‘put fome to death, imprifoned
others, and were- going on with impra&ticable rage againft the
whole fe&.  In all thefe' feverities' St Paul concurred, being:
himfelf a Pharifee, bred up at'the feet of Gamaliel, one of the
chief of thit {e& ; nor was-he content in' the heat of his zeal
with ‘perfecuting “the Chriftiaris “who 'were’ at Jerufalem, but
breathing out threatning and flaughter again/t the diftiples of the

Lord,
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AND APOSTLESHIP ©OF Sr. PAUL. 2
Liord, went wutathe bighpriey and defired of him botters to.Da;
mafcus to the | [ynagogues,that if he Saund any of - 1this way,
whether they awere men or women; be wmight bring . them bound; to
Jerufalenn; His requeft was complied with, and be went 1o Dig- A8 xxi. 12,
miafcus with authority and commiiffion from the bigh prieff.; At
this inftant of time, and under thefe cucumftances,  did  he
become a difciple of Chrilt. What could be his motives to take
fuch a part? was it the hope: of ncreafing his wealth 2 The
certamn confequence of his taking.that part was not only the lofs
of all that he had, but of all hopes of acquiring. more.! [ Thofe
whom_ he left, were the difpofers of wealth, of dignity, of
power in Judza: thofe whom he went to, were indigent men,
opprefled and kept down | from  all means . of improving. their
fortunes, . They among them, iwho  had more than ; the reff)
fbared what they had with their brethren,. but with this aflif~
tance the whole community was hardly fupplied with the ne-
ceflaries of life ;. and even in. churches he afterwards planted
himfelf, ; which were much more wealthy. than  that, of Jeru-
falem, fo far was St, Paul from avalling himfelf of their charity,
or the veneration they had for him, inorder todraw that wealth
to him{clf, that he often refufed to take any part of it for. the
neceffaries of life.
‘Thus he tells the Coriuthians, ¢ Even untothis prefent houys s Cor. xv. s,
we both hunger andthirft, and are naked, andare buffeted, and
have no; certain dwelling-place, and labour, working with
our own hands,’
In another epiftle he writes to them, (¢ Behold the third timesCor.xi. ..
liam ready to come to yeu, and I will not be burthenfome to
“ you, ferl feck not yours but you; for the children ought net
“to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children,
Lo the Theflalonians he fays, ¢ As we were allowed of Gody Theft i. .,
‘ tg be put in truft with the golpsl; ieven foi we fpeaky. notias” ™%
¢ pleafing men, but God, which trieth eur hearts. . For neither
¢ at any time ufed we ﬂ;mttering words, nor a cloak of covetou(-
4
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258 OBSERVATIONS ON THE CONVERSION |
“ nefs, God 15 witnels ; nor of men fought 'we s_,lor'\', neither
“of you, ror yet of Olht rs, when we mjrr!u have been burthen-
¢ fome, as the apoltles of Chrift, For ye remember, brethren,
¢ our labour ‘md travel s for labouring night ‘and day, becaufe
¢ we would not be chargeable to any of you, we preached unto

~Therii.8. S you the gofpel of God.” ' "And again, in another létfer to
them, he re puz ts the fame teftimony of his difintercflednefs
¢ Neither did we cat any man’s bread for nought, but wrought
¢ with labourand travel nwhl and 'day, that we "1 oht not T
¢ chargeable to 'm}’ of you.” And when he tuul\ his farewel of
the ‘church of B Ip hefus, to wlmm he foretold that they thould
{ee him no more, he gives this teftimony of himf{elf, Jnd ppeals

A8s ax. 33, to them for the lrltth of it: <'I Kave coveted no man’s lilver ‘

s “or gold, or apparcl. ' Yea, you yourfelves know, that th '{c

¢ hands have mmiftered unto my neceffities, ' and to them' tha .

¢ were with me.” It 15 then evident both from the flate of [!‘JC

church when St. Paul firft eame into it, and from his behaviour

afterwards, 'that he had no thoughts of increafing his wealth by ‘

becoming a Chriftian; 'whereas by continuing to be their |I

enemy, hie had Aot esreiif lmpes of making his fortune by

the favour of thofe who were at the head of the Jewilh ftate,

to whom nothing could more recommend him than the zeal |

that he {hewed in that perfecution, Asto credit or reputation,

that too lay all on the fide he forfook. The feé he embraced

was under the greateft and moft univerfal contempt of any

then in the world. The chiefs and leaders of it were men of !

the loweft birth, education, and rank. They had no one ad-

vantage of parts or learning, or other human endowments to

rLcn.nmcnd them. The do&rines they taught were contrary

to thofe, which they who were accounted the wifeft and the

moft knowing of their nation profefled. The wonderful works

that they did, were either imputed to magic or to impofture.

The very author and head of their faith had been condemned

as a criminal, and died on the crofs between two thieves. Could \
the




AND APOSTLESHIP OF S+, PAUL,
difciple of Gamaliel think he fhould gain any. credit, or reputa-
tion: by becoming a teacher in a college of fifbermen 2 could
he flatter himfelf, that either in or out of Judaa the doétrines
he taught could do him any honour? No, he knew very well
that the preaching Chriff crucified was a_ flumbling -biock to 1he
Fews, and to the Greeks Jfoolifbmefs. He afterwards found by
experience, that in all parts of the world, contempt was the
portion of whoever engaged in preaching a myltery fo unpalat-
able to the world, to all its paflions and pleafures, and fo irre-
concileable to the pride of human reafon. #e are made (fays
he to the Corinthians) as the filth of the world, the offscouring
of all things unto this day. Yet he went en as zealoufly as he
{et out, and wasznot afbamed of the go/pel of Chriff. Certainly then
the defire of glory, the ambition of making 10 bimfelf & great
name, was not his motive to embrace Chriftianity. Was it then
the love of power ? power! over whom? over a flock of theep
driven to the flaughter, whofe fhepherd himfelf had been mur-
dered a little before. All he could hope from that power was
to be marked out in a particular manncr for the fame knife,
which he had feen fo bleodily drawn agaianft them.  Could he
expedt more megcy from the chief priefts and  the rulers, than
they had fhewn to Jefus himfelf? would not their anger be
probally fiercer againdt the deferser and berrayer of their caufe,
than againit any other of the apoftles? was powcr over lo mean
and defpifed a fet of men worth the attempting with fo much

-,

danger ¢ But ftill it may be faid, there are fome natures {o fond
of power, that they will courtitat any rifk, and be pleafed with
it even over the meaneft, Liet us fee then what pewer St.Paul

Ti gliv

allumed over the Chriftians. Did be pretend to any {uperi
3

over the other apoftles? No ; he declared himfelf 74e Jeafl of B0
h . 1 e
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them, and f{'ﬁ 3’5:“_3’ the leaft of ai’-'i,fc-f:‘.f.‘.fr. Iivenin
he planted himfelf, he never prctcmwt] al
above the other apoftles: nor would he be 1
wife by them, than as the inflrument to them of the grace of
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280 OBSERVATIONS ON ‘THE CONVERSION

God, dnd preacher of the gofpel, not as the head of a fe&. 1o
cor. i 15 ¢hik Cofinthians he writes inthefs words: < Now this I fay, that
l ¢ every one of you fiith; Tam of Paul, and T'of Apolles, and

¢ T of Cephas, and T of Chrif¥, Ts Chrift divided? was. Paul

¢ cricified for you? or'were ye baptized in the name of Paul?’

. cor. . 5 And in another place, * Who'then is Paul, and who is Apollos,

¢ but minifters by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to

: Cor. iv. 5.¢ every man? for we preach not ourfelves, but Chrift Jefus the
¢ Lord, and oufelves your fervants for Jefus fake.

All the authority heexercifed over them was purely of a {pi-
ritual nature, tending to their inftru@ion and edification, without
any mixture of that civil dominion in which alone-an impoftor |
can find his account. Such was the dominion acquired and ex- F
ercifed through the pretence of divine infpiration, by mapy an-
cient legiflators; by Minos, Radamanthus, Triptolemus, Ly-
curgus, Numa, Zaleucus, Zoroafter, Zamolxis, nay even by
Pythagoras, who joined legiflation to his philofophy, and, like
the others, pretended to miracles and revelations from God, to
give a more venerable fantion to the laws he preferibed. Such,
in later times, was attained by Odin among the Goths, by Ma-
homet among the Arabians, by Mango Copac among the Pe-

ruvians, by the Sofi family among the Perfians, and that of the [
Xeriffs among the Moors. To {fuch a dominion did allo afpire |
the many falfe Mcfiiahs among the Jews. In fhort, a {piritual

authority was only defired as a foundation for temporal power, 'l

oras the fupport of it, by all thefe pretenders to divine infpi-
rations, and others whom hiftory mentions in different ages and
countries, to have ufed the fame arts, But St. Paul innovated |
nothing in government or civil affairs, he meddled not with le- |
giflation, he formed no commonwealths, he raifed no {feditions, '

! Rom. xiii. he affe@ted no temporal power. Obedience to their rulers was
| the doétrine he taught to the churches he planted, and what he
' taught he pra&ifed himfelf; nor did he ufe any of thofe foothing _
arts by which ambitious and cunning men recommend them- |
|

|

I {elves
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AND APOSTLESHIP OF Sty PAUL.

felves to the favour of thofe whom they endeavour to fubjet to
their power, Whatever was wrong in the dil fciples under his
care he freely reproved, as it became a teacher from God, . of
which numberlefs inflances are to be found in all his epifiles.
And he was as careful of them when he had left them, as while
he refided among them, which an 1:'1‘1])("[’(0[ would h: srﬂv have
been, whofe ends were centered all in himfelf, This is the
manner’ in which he writes to the Philippians: ¢ Wherefore,
“my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not in my prefence
¢ only, but now much more in my abfence, - work out yourown
¢ falvation with fear and tlumblmb * Phil. ii. 12. Anda little
after he adds the caufe why he interefted himfelf {o much in
their condu&, ¢ that ye may be blamelels and lnamlcis, I]lc“'
* fons of God in_the midft of a crooked and perverfe nation,
< among whom  ye fhine as lights in the world, holding forth
¢ the word of llft:, that I may rejoice in the day of Chrlﬁ that
T have not rus in vain, neither laboured in vain, Yea, and
¢ if I be offered upon the facrifice and fervice of your faith, I
¢joy and réjoice with youall.” Are thefe the words of an im-
poftor dt:hlmg no\hmg but temporal power? No, they are evi-
dently written by one who looked beyond the bounds of this
life. But it may be faid, that he affe@ted at leaft an abfolute {pi-
ritual power over the churchcs heformed. I anfwer, be preached
Chrift Jefus and not bimfelf. Chrift was the bead, he only the
minifter, andfor fuch only he gave himfelf to them. He called
thofe who aflifted him ‘in prw.chmrr the gofpel, his fellow-
labourers and fr# ow-fervants.

So far was he from t: tking any advantage of a higher education,
fuperior learning, and more ule of the vun.]d toclaim to him-
felf any luprumnu above the other dpn{’rfc.u, that he made light
of all thofe ’1tL"rnnm.nt&~, and declared, thar bz came not with
exceliency of [peech; or of wifdom, but r.r’.-'sf-;.»";;.-'.-";;;‘rf to know
nothing among thofe he converted /{c’uh Jefus Chrift, and bim
erucificd,  Andthe realon he gave for it was, zbat their faith
2 Ou ﬂ-ﬁu’r!
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Joould'not fland 1 't he wifdom of meny bt inithe power of God,
Now this condu pug’ him quite on a level with the other apo-
ftles, who knew Jefus Chrift as wellas he, and had the power
of God going along with their preaching in an equal degree of
virtue and, grace. Butan unpofter, whofe aim had been power,
would have aéted a contrary part; hewould have availed him-
felf of all thofe sdvnntages, he would have extolled them as
highly as poflible, he would have fet up himfelf, by virtue of
them, as head of that fe& to which he acceded, or at leaft of
the profelytes made by himfelf.. * “This is no more than was done
by every philofopher who formed a fthool; much more was it
matural in, one who propagated:a new religion.

We fee that the bifhops. of Rome have claimed to themfelyes
& prunacy, ‘or rather a monarchy, over the: whole Ghriftian
¢hurch, If St. Paul had been adtuated by the fame luft of do-
minion, it was much eafier for him to have fucceeded in fuch an
attempt, 16 was much eafier for him to make himfelf head of
e few poor mechanicks’ and fifhermen, whofe {uperior he had
always been in the éyes of the world, ‘than for the bithops of
Rome to reduce thofe of ‘Ravenna or Milan, and other great
metropolitans, to their obedience.  Befides the oppofition they
met.with from fuch potent antagonifts, they were obliged to
tupport their pretenfions in- direct contradiétion to thofe very
teripeurgs which. were forced to ground them upon, and to the
indifputable pracice of the. whole Chrftian church. for many
centuries.  ‘Lhefe were {uch difficulties as required the utmoit
abilities and {Kill to furmount. But the firft preachers of the
gofpel had cafier means to corrupt a faith not. yet fully known,
and.which in-many places cauld only be known by what they
teverally publithed themfelves. It was neceffary indeed, while
they coatinued together, and taught the fame people, that they
thould agree ; otherwife the credit of their fe@ would have been
overthrown: but when. they feparated, and formed different
¢hurches m diftant countries, the fame neceflity no longer re-

mained; &




Sastl, he might neverthelefs e a

AND APQOSTEESHIPR OF S BAUL:

It was in the powerof St..Paul to model molk of the churches
he formed, 4o as'to favour his own ambition: for he prea(;hf:d
the gofpel in parts of the world where no other apolftles had
been, where Chrilt wes not named il he brought the knowledge
of him, avoiding o build upon another mans [owndatio: :
had: he been an ' impoftor would he have confined  himielf
to juit the fame gofpel as was delivered by the other apoftles,
where he had fuch a latitude to preach what he pleated without
contradi@tion? would he not have twifted and warped the doc-
erines of Chrift to his own ends, to the particular ufe and ex-
pcdicncyoi'hism-.-'niblluwcrs, and Lothcptculidr fuppart and in-
creafe of hisown power ? ‘Lhat this was notdone by St. Paul, orby
any other of the apoftles, in fo many various parts of the world
as they travelled into, and in churches abfolutely under their
own direc@ion; that the gofpel preached by them all fhould be
one and the fame, * the do&rines agreeing in every particular,
without any ene of them attributing more to himfelf than he
did tothe others, oreftablifhingany thing even in point of orderor
difcipline different from the reft, or more advantageousto his own
interelt, credit, or power, isa moft firong and convincing proof of
their not being impottors, but acting entirely by divine in{piration,

# If any one imagines that he fzes any difference between the doflrines of St. James and S,
Paul, concerning jultification by faith-ot by works, lethim read M, Locke’s excellent comment
upon the epiftles of the latter; orlet him only confider thele words in the firlt epittle to the Co-
2k, But I kedp under mybody, and Brivg it inte fubjeithy Vel byl aky sk,
sthersy: I myfelf hould be a cafi-aay.

If 8z, Paul b d ar taught, that faith without works was fufiicient to fave adifcip!
Chrift, to what purpofe did-he #aep nnder bis body, fince his falvation was not to depend wpon
that being fubjedt to-the power of his reafon, but merely-upon the faith he profelled ! His faith
was firm, and fo frongly founded upon the moft certain conviétion, that he had mo reafon to
doubt its continuances how could he then think it peflible, that while he re
s away £ or if he had fuppoled that b
was of fuch a nature, as that i irreffitly impélled him to good, and refir
haw could hie exprefs any fear, left thelulb of his body fhould prevent his falvation? can fuch
F {olute p.—g:dt:i‘.iﬂj'.iun iferibed by fome
1ad been given to him in the moft

rinthians, c. iv. ver,
tibéne. I hatie frea

him fromevil,

an apprehenfion be made to agres with the notions of ab
aul? He could have no doubt that the
y manger; yet we fee, that he t Zian was not {o certzin, but that he
might fall from it again through the natural pr ce of bodily appetites, if not dulyreftrain-
ed by his own voluntary care. This fingle pallage is a full anfwer, out of the mouth.of St Faul
himfelf, toall the miftakes that have been made of his meaning in {gme obfcure exprefficns
soncerning grace, cledtion, and juftification.
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OBSERVATIONS ON/THE CONVERSION

If -thenlsit Appears. that St/ Paul “had nothing to oain by
taking this part, let us confider on the other hand, what ke
gavelup, and 'what he had reafon to fear. He gave up 4 for-
tune which he was then in a fair way of advancing. He pave
up that reputation which he had acquired by the labours and
ftudies of his whole life, and by a behaviour which had been
blamelefs, touching the righteoufnefs which is in the low: He
gave up his friends, his relations, and family, from whom he
eftranged ‘and banifhed himfelf for life, He gave up that re-
ligion which he bad profited in above many of bis equals i bis
own nation, and thofe traditions of bis fatbers, which he bad been
more exceedingly xealous of. How hard this facrifice was to a
man of his warm temper, and above all men toa Jew, is worth
confideration, - That nation is known to have been more te-
nactous of their religious opinions than any other upon the face
of the earth. The ftrieft and proudeft fe&t among them was
that of the Pharilees, under whofe difeipline St. Paul was bred.
The departing therefore o fuddenly from their favourite tenets,
renouncing their pride; and from their difciple becoming their
adverfary, ‘was a moft difficult effort for one to make, fo nurfed
up'in the effeem of them, and whofe early prejudices were fo
ftrongly 'confirmed by all the power of habit, all the authority
of ‘example; and all' the allurements of honour and intereft,
Thefe were the facrifices he had to make in becoming a Chrif~
tian : let ws now fee what inconveniences he had to fedr: the
implacable vengeance of thofe he deferted ; that fort of cons
tempt which is hardeft to bear, the contempt of thofe whofe
good opinion he had moft cagerly fought ; and all thofe other
complicated evils which he defcribes in his 2d epiftle to the Co-
rinthians, chap. xi. Evils, the leaft of which were enough
to have frighted any impoftor even from the moft hopeful and
profitable cheat. But where the advantage propofed bears no
proportion to the dangers incurred, or the mifchiefs endured,

he
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he muft be abfolutely eut of ‘his: fenfes who will eitherengage
in an impofture; ory being engaged, perfevere.

Upon the whole then I'think I have proved that the defire
of wealth, of fame, or of power, could be nomotive to'muke
St. Paul a convert to Chrift; but that on'the contrary he muft
have been checked by that defire, as well'as by the juft appre-
henfion of many inevitable and infupportable evils, from taking
a part fo contraditory to his paft life, to all the principles he
had imbibed, all the habits he had contiaéted, It only re=
mains to be enquired whether the gratification’of any othe
paflion under the authority of that religion, or by the means it
afforded, could be his inducement.

Now that there have been {fome impoftors who have pre-
tended to revelations from God, meerly to give a loofe to irre-
gular paffions, and fet themfelves fice from all reftraints of
government, law, or moralityy both ancient and modern hiftory
fhews, But the do&rine preached by St. Paulis abfolutely
contrary to all fuch defigns.  is writings breathe nothing but
the ‘ftricteft morality, -obedience to magifirates; order and ‘go-
vernment, with the utmoft abhorrence of all licentioufnefs,™
idlenefs, or loofe behaviour, under the cloak of religion. We
no where read in his works that faints are above moral ordi-
nances ; that dominion or property is founded in grace;  that
there is no difference in moral a&ions; that any impulfes of the
mind ate to direft us againft the light of our reafon and the
laws of nature ; or any of thofe wicked tenets from which the
peace of {ociety has been difturbed, and the rules of morality
have been broken, by men pretending to a& under the fanétion
of a divine revelation.  Nor does any- part of his life;, either
before or after his converfion to Chriftianity, bear any mark of
a libertine difpofition. As among the Jews, fo among the
Chriftians, his converfation and manners were blamelefs; - Hean
the appeal that he makes to the Theflalonians upon his do&rine
and behaviour among them : our exhortation was ¢ not of deceiz

¢ nor
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‘.nor, of wwgleannefsy 0or A0y, guiles yeiare, witnefless and, God
< alfo, how bolilys and juftly, and anblameably we behaved our-

L

"¢ felyes among-you that believe.’ & Thefl. i, 10. - * And to

the Corinthians he fays, We have wronged no: man, we have
corfupted no man, we: have defrauded no man. 2 Cor, vii. 2.

It was not-then the defire of gratifying any irregular paflion,
that could induce St. Paul to turn Chriftian, any. more than
the hope of advancing himfelf, either in wealth, or reputation,
or power.  But flill it is, poflible fome men may fay (and I
would leave no imaginable objection unanfwered), that though
Stv Paul could have no felfith or interefled view in undertaking
fuch an impofture, yet for the fake of its moral do@rines he
:11ig11t be inclined to fupport the Chriftian faith, and make ufe
of. fome pious. frauds to advance a religion, which, though er-.
roneous and falle in its theological tencts, and in the fa&s upon
which. it was grounded,  was in its precepts and influence bene-
fcial to mankind.

Now it is true, that fome  good men in the Heathen world
have both pretended to divine reyelations, and introduced or
{fupported religions they knew to be falle, under a notion of
public utility:: but befides that this practice was built upon
maxims dilclaimed by the Jews (who, looking upon truth, not
utility, to be the bafis of .their religion, abhorred all fuch
frauds, and thought them 1njurious to the honour of God)
the circumftances they acted in were very different from thofe
of St. Paul.

ield any fecret ‘dollrines, or Efoterick, (as the philofophers-call them
we Th ably found them in the letters he wrote to Timathy, TFitus, and Phile-
mont, his m-friends, and difciples, But both the theological and moral dotrines are exactly
the fame in them as thofe he wrote to the churcher. A very ftrong prefumptive proof of his
being no impoftor ! Surely had he been one, he would have given fome hints in thefe private
letters of the cheat they were carrying on, and fome fecret directions to turn it to fome worldly
purpofes 4P one kind or another. But no fuch thingis to be found in any one of them. The
fame dilinerefied, holy, and divine {pirit breathes'in all thefe, as in the other more publie

P
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The firlt reformers of favages, uncivilized nations; had o
other way 'to tame thofe b.lrbamns people, ‘and’ bring them' to
{ubmit to order and government, but by the reverence which
they acquired from tlnq pretence. The fraud was therefore
alike beneficial both to the deceiver and the deceived.  And in
all other inftances which can be given of good men a&ing th's
part, they not only did it to ferve good ends, but were Iu ure
of its dmncr no harm. Thus whcn Liycurgus pcrhndcd the
Spartans, or Numa the Romans, that the laws of the one/were
infpired by Apollo, or thofe of the other by Egeria, when they
taught their people to put great faith in omcibs, or in’angury,
no temporal mifchief, ﬂthtr to them or their people, could at-
tend the reception of that belief. It drew on np petfecutions,
no enmity with the wosrld, Butat that time when St. Paul
Und:.rtook the preaching of the Gofpel, to perfuade any man to
be-a Chriftian, was to perfuade him to expofe himfelf to all the
calumnies human nature could fuffer. This St. Paul knew ;
this he not only expeé &ed, but warned thofe he taught to look
for ittoos 1 Thefl 111. 4. 2 Cor. vi/ 4, ‘5. Ephl vii'10, 17,12,
135 14, 15, 16. Phil. &. 28, 20, '30. Col 1. g, 10, 11. Rom.
viii. 35, 36. The only {fupport that he had himfelf, or gave
to them, was, ¢ That if they fuffered with Chrift, they ﬂmnid
¢ be alfo glorified zogerber.” And that ¢ he 1<,-:,Lumd ‘that the
¢ fufferings of ‘the prefent time were not worthy to! be com=-
¢ pared with that glory!  Rom. v 17, 18. So likewile he
writes to the Theflalonians, ¢ We ourfelves glory in you, in
¢ the churches of Gad, for your patience and Taith in all your
¢ perfecutions and tn.JLllhu} ns that you.endure ; which is.a ma-
¢ nltcﬂ: token of the righteous judgement of (md, that ye may
¢ be counted. worthy ot the hnguom of God, jfor = which. al ifa ye
¢ fuffer. Seeing it 1s a righteous thing with (roLl to recompenfe
[or pay] tribulation, to them - that trouble you; and to.you
who are troublcd reft with us, -—-.hm the Lord fefus jr'wn’f be
reveaied from Heaven, with bis mighty angels, &c.' 2 Thefl.

An
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE CONVERSION

1, 4y 556, 7o And to the Corinthians he fays, “ If in'this lifeonly
abg *"t-' ,5;, petin Chriff ;; , we are of all men the moft r‘“{je:.wu.
How 1 fay this, the hatred, the contempt,
the :::-rmenl.s, thc dcﬂrh.l; endured by the Chriftians in that age,
and ir;mh_; afterwards, ahimd-vlt]y i)rm':, Whoever profefied
the gofpel under 1hLln. cireumftances without an entire convidtion
of its bf ing a divine revelation, muft have been mad 3 and if he
made others profefs it by fraud or deceit, he muft have been
worfe than mad, he muff have been the moft hardened wretch
that ever breathed. Could any man, who had in his nature the
leatt fp,.!k of humanity, iuh_]u,cfL his fellow-ereatures to fo many

niferies? or could one that had in his mind the leaft ray of
reafon, expofe himfelf to fhare them with thofe he deceived, in
order to advance'a religion which he knew to be falfe, meerly
for the fake' of its moral doérines? Such an extravagance 1s too
abfurd to be fuppofed, and T 'dwell too long on a notion that
upon a little reflexion confutes itfelf.

I would onily add to the other proofs I have given that St. Paul
could have no rational motive to become a difciple of Chrift,
unlefs he fincerely believed in him, 'this obfervation: that
whereas it may be obje&ed to the other apoftles, by thofe who
are trefolved not to credit their t{-f'i[“mw, that, having been
decply engaged with' Jefus during his ]iL, they were ubllULd
to LUI}\ due the fanie p]r)f-:lmms 'lftcr his death, for the {upporl.
of their own credit, and from hawng gone too far to go back,
this ¢an by no means be faid of St l’aul On the contrary,
whatever force there may be in that way of 1eﬂrcmmo itiall
tends té convince us that St. Paul muft natur: lm'.'L con-
tinued a Jew, and anenemy of Chrift Jefus. lf tilcv 7ere en-
gaged on one fide, he was as firongly engaged on the other,
JE" thame ‘with-held thém fiom Cihmhmo fides, much ‘more
ought it to have ftopt him, w ho, I“:lrg of a higher education
and Tank indite 4 great cmal than they, had more credit totlofe,
and muft be fuppoiu.d to have been viftly more fenfible to' that

fort
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fort of (hame. The only difference was, that they, by quit-
ting their malter after his death, might have preferved them-
felves; whereas he, by quitting the Jews, and taking up the
crofs of Chrift, certainly brought on his own deftruéion.

As therefore no rational motive appears for St. Paul’s em-
bracing the faith of Chrift, without having been really con-
vinced of the truth of it: but on the contrary, every thing
concurred to deter him from a&ing that part; one might very
juftly conclude, that when a man of his underftanding em-
braced that faith, he was in reality convinced of the truth of it,
and that, by confequence, he was not an impoftor, who faid
what he knew to be falle with an intent to deceive,

But that no fhadow of doubt may remain upon the impof-
fibility of his having been fuch an impoftor ; that it may not
be faid, ¢ The minds of men are fometimes fo capricious, that
¢ they will aét without any rational motives, they know not
¢ why, and fo perhaps might St. Paul;” 1 fhall next endeavour
to prove, that if he had been fo unaccountably wild and ab-
furd, as to undertake an impofture fo unprofitable and danger-
ous both to himfelf and thofe he deceived b}' it, he could not
poflibly have carried it on with any fuccefs, by the means that
we know he employed.

Firft then let me obferve, that if his converfion, and the
part that he afted in conlequence of it, was an impofture, it
was fuch an impofture as could not be ca iried on by one man
alone. The faith he profeffed,  and which he became an
apoftle of, was not his invention. He was not the author or
beginner of it, and therefore it was not i his power to draw
the doétrines of it out of his own imagination, With Jefus,
who was the author and head of it, he had never had anv com-
munication before his death, nor with his apoftles afzer his
death, except as their perfecutor. As he took en him{zif the
office and charaer of an apoftle, it was ablolutely neceffary for
him to have a precife and perfe&t knowledge of all the faés con-

Pp tained
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tained in the gofpel, feveral of which had only pafied between
Jefus' himfelf ‘and his twelve apofiles, and others more privately
itill, fo that they could be known but to very few, being not
yet made pu blick by any writings ; otherwife he u.ould have
:;\maﬁ,u.l himfelt to udlLule among thofe who pruf‘ht‘d that
«(1111] with more knowledge Il1‘1[1 he; and as the teftimony
thev bore would have been duﬁutn tin po,:.t of fa&, and many
of their doétrines and li'!lLl'l'll'L[dllﬂ'H of { C;Ig}tare repugnant to
]lls, from their entire difagreement with thofe Jewifh opinions
in ‘which he was bred up; either they muft have been forced
to ruin his credit, or he would have ruined theirs. Some ge-
neral notices he might have gained of thefe matters from the
Chriftians he perfe E,UEC’(] but not exa& nor extenfive enough
to qualify him for an apofile, whom the leaft error in i}.L!H
pmntq would have difgraced, and who muft have been ruined
by it in all his m:.tfn.m.h to that infpiration, from whence the
apoftolical authori ty was chiefly derived.

It was therefore mlpulh jle for him to a& this part but in
confederacy at leaft with'the apoftles. Such a confederacy was
ftill more neceffary for him, as the undertaking to' pre: ach' the
trufpd did not only require an exa& and P&Ttht‘.ltdI‘ knowledge
of all it contained, but an apparent power of working miracles ;
for to fuch a power all the apoftles .IPPC“IL(I 1n piuut of their
miflion, and of the do&rines they preached. He was there-
fore to learn of them by what fecret arts they fo impofed on the
fenfes of men, if this power was a cheat. But how could he
gain thefe men to become his confederates ? was it by furiouily
perfecuting them and tm]r brethren, as we find that he did,
to the very moment of f his conve 1'{'1cmP would they venture to
truft their capital enemy with all the fecrets of their impolture,
with thofe Hgmn which all their lmpes and credit depended ?

would they p ut it in his power to take away not only their
lives, but the honour of their fe@, which they 1}10ferrcd to

their lives, by fo ill-placed a confidence ? would men fo fecret

as
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as not to be drawn, by, the mof} fevere perfecntions to fay one
vord which could convinge them:of being Jmpoﬂmc. condefls
themfelves fuch to their pcifccu of, In ],rupu of his being their
accomplice ? This is ftill more impoflible than that he Thould
attempt to engage in their fraud without their confent and
affiftanice.

We muit fuppofr: then, that till he came to Damafcus, he
had no communication with the apoftles, alted in no concert
with them, and learnt nothing from them except the doétrines
which they had publicly taught to all the world. When he
came there, he told the Jews to whom he brm’emt letters from

the high-prieft and the f}nagugue againft the * Chriftians, of
his having feen in the way a great lig hl: from Heaven, and heard
Chrift Jc{us rE‘proachmg him with .'hlg pciiecut on,  and com-
manding him to go into the city, where it fhould be told him
what he was to do. But to account for his chufing this me-
thod of declaring himfelf a: convert to C hrift, we muft {up-
pole that all thofe who were with him; when he pretended he
had this vifion, were hig accomplices. = Qtherwife the itory he
told could have gained no belief, being contradiéted by them

whofe t{,lilmom' was neceflary to '.’011(:11 for the truth of. it
And yet, how can we fuiwl}-.:!a, that all thefe men fhould be

willing to join in this impofture ? They were probably officers:of

juftice,, or foldiers, who had been employed often before in
executing the orders of the high-prieft and the rulers againit
the Chriftians, Or if they were chofen particularly for t]m ex-
pedition, they muft have becn chofen by them as men they
could truft for their zeal in that caufe, | What fhould induce
them to the betraying that bufinefs they were Cmplm,-‘cd in?

does it even appear that they had any connexion with the

man they fo lied for, before or after this time, or any reward

* “The-difciples of Chrilt were not called Chriflians till after this time; but I'ufe the nams
as moft familiac to us; and to avoid circumleeutions.
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£0m Hifh for it 2" This is thereforea difficulty; inithe firft outfes
of this impofture, not to be overcome.

But further, he was to be inflru&ted by one at Damalfcus.
That inftru&or therefore muft have been his accomplice, though
they appear to be abfolute ftrangers to one another, and though
he was a man of an excellent chara@er, who bad a good report
of all the ews that dwelt at Damaftus, and {o was very un-
likely to have engaged in fuch an impofture. Notwithftanding
thefe improbabilities, this man, I fay, muft have been his con-
fident and accomplice in carrying on this wicked fraud, and the
whole matter muft have been previoufly agreed on between
them. But here again the fame objeétion occurs: how could
this man venture to a& fuch a dangerous part without the
confent of the other difciples, efpecially of the apoftles, or by
what means could ' he obtain their confent ? and how abfurdly
did they contrive their bufinefs, to make the converfion of Saul
the effeét of a miracle, which all thofe who were with him muit
certify did never happen! ‘how much eafier would it have been
to 'have ‘made him be prefentatfome pretended miracle wrought
by the difciples, or by ‘Ananias himfelf, when none were able
to difcover the fraud, and have imputed his converfion to that,
or to the arguments ufed by fome of his prifoners w!mm‘ he
might have difcourfed with, and ‘queftioned about their faith,
and the grounds of it, in order to colour his intended eon-
verfion!

As this was the fafeft, {o it was the moft natural method of
bringing: about fuch a change; inftead of afcribing it to.an
event which ‘lay fo ‘¢pen to detection, For (to ufe the words
of St. Paul to Agrippa) this rbing was not done in a corner, but
in the eye of the world, and fubje® immediately to the exami-
nation of thofe who would be moit firi& in fearching into the
truth of it, the Jews at Damafcus. Had they been able to
bring any fhadow of proof to conviét him of fraud in this
affair, his whole fcheme of impofture muft have been nipt

5 in
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in'the bud. ' 'Nor/were theyat Jerufalemy;whofe commiflion
he bore, lefs concerned to difcover fo provoking a cheat. . But
we find that many years afterwards, when they had had all the
time and means they could defire to make the ftriéteft enquiryy

293

he was bold enough to appeal to Agrippa in the prefence of56" ™

Feftus, upon his own knowledge of the truth of his ftory ;. who
did not contradi@ him, though he had certainly heard all that
the Jews could alledge again[‘t the credit of it in any particular,
A very remarkable proof both of the notoriety of the fact, and
the 'integrity of the man; who with fo fearlefs a confidence
could call upon a Aing to give teftimony for him, even while he
was fitting in judgement upon him.

But to return to Ananias, - Is it not ftrange, if this ftory
had been an impofture, and he had been ,joined with Paul in
carrying it on, that after their meeting at|Damalcus we never
{hould hear of their conforting together, or ading in concert;
or that the former drew any benefit from the friendfhip of the
latter, when he became fo confiderable among. the Chriftians ©
Did Ananias engage and continue - fuch a.dangerous, fraud
without any hope or debre of private adyantage £ or, was it {afe
for Paul to fhake him off, and rifk his refentment ! There 1s,
I think, no other way to get over this difficulty, but. by fup-
pofing that Ananias happened to die foon after the other’s.con-~
vérfion. Toet us then take that for granted, without any, autho-
rity either of hiftory or tradition; and let us fee in what manner
this wondrous impofture was carried on by Paul himfelf.  His
firft care ought to have been, to get himfelf owned,. and re-
ceived as an apoftle by the apoftles.  Till this was doné,. the
bottom he ftood upon was very narrow, nor could he haye
any ‘probable means of fupporting himfelf in any efleem or
credit among the dilciples. Intruders inte impoftures run
double rifks ; they are in danger of being deteéted, not only
by thofe upon whom they attemptito praétife their cheats, but

alfo by thofe whofe focicty they force themfelves into, whor

muft
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muft alwdys ! be' jealous of fuehan introfion, 'and much more
from “one who had always ‘before behaved as their enemy.
Therefore, to gain the apoftles, and bring them to admit him
1nto 'a participation of all their myfteries, all their defigns, and
all their authority, was abfolutely neceflary at this time to Paul.
The leaft delay was of dangerous confequence, and might
expofe him to fuch inconveniences as'he never afterwards could

Mhinat.overcome.  But, inftead oi'atlcnciing to this neceflity, he went

into Arabia, and then returned again to' Damafcus ; nor did he
go to Jerufalem till three years were paft.

Now this conduét may be accounted for, if it be true that
12 (as he declares in his epiftle to the ‘Galatians) ¢ he nejther re-

¢ ceived the gofpel of any” man, neithet was he taught it, but
“ by the revelation of Tefus Chriff.” Under fuch a mafter, and
with ‘the affiftance of his diving power, he might go on boldly
without any human aflociates’s bat an impoftor fo left to him-
felf, fo deprived of all help, all fupport, all recommendation,
could not have fucceeded.

Further; we find that'at Antioch he was not afraid to with-
oSt Gand Peter to bis face; and ‘even' 1o reprove bim before all the
' difeiples, becaufe bé was io be blamed. f he was an'impofior,
how could he venture to offend that apoftle, whom it {o highly
concerned him' to agree with, and pleafe? Accomplices in a

Cral. i

fraud are obliged to fhew greater regards to each other; fuch’

freedom belongs to truth alone.

But let us confider what difficulties he had to encounter
among the Gentiles themfelves, in the enterprize he under-
took of going to zhem, making himfelf zbeir apoftle, and con-
verting zbem to the religion of Chrift. As this undertaking
was the diﬂinguilhing part of his apoftolical fun&ions, that
which, in the language of his epiftles, he was particularly
called o5 or which, fto fpeak like an unbeliever, he chofe and
afligned ‘to6 himfelf, it deferves a particular confideration : but
I fhall only touch the principal points of it as concifely as

I can,
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I can, becaufe you have in a great meafure exhaufted ghe fub-
jeét in your late excellent book on the refurredtiony, whese you
difcourle with fuch firength of reafon and eloquence upon the
difficulties that oppofed the propagation of the Chriftian reli-
gion, in all parts of the world.

Now in this enterprize St. Paul was to contend, rft, with
the policy and power of the magiftrates ; 2dly, with the in-

1

tereft, credit, and craft of the priefts ; zdly, with the preju-

~
h

dices and paﬂmna of the people; 4thly, with the wifdom and
ride of the philofophers.

That in all heathen countries the eftablifhed religion was in-
terwoven with their civil conftitution, and fupported by  the
magiftrates as an effential part of the government, whoever has
any acquaintance with antiquity cannot but know They to+
lerated indeed many different. wonlhips (though not. with fo
entire a latitude as fome pfnp]e iuppoit, as they fuflered men
to difcourfe very freely SoneeIging yrelig aun, provided they would
fubmit to an exterior conformity w ich the eftablithed rites 3 DAY,
acgording to the genius of paganiim, whieh allowed an, linter-
community of worfhip, they in meit places admitted, without
any great difficulty, new gods and new rites; but they no
where endured any attempt to overturn the eftablifhed religion,

or any direét oppofition made to 1t efteemuing. that an unpar~-

PI
donable offence; not to the gods alone, but to the flate. .~ This

was fo univerfal a notion, and {o conftant a maxim of heathen
policy, that when the Chriflian religion fet itfelf up in oppa-
fition to all other religions, admitted no intercommunity with
them, but declared that the gods of the Gentiles twere 702 20 be

worfhiped, nor any fociety {u ti'*-L | between them and the ondy
. to: be propagateds.

| g S h
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and made fuch a progrefs as to fall under the notice of the ma-
giftrate, the civil power was cvery where armed with all its ter-
rors againft it. When therefore St, Paul undertook the con-
verfion of the Gentiles, he knew very well, that the meft

2 {evere
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{evere’ perfecutions muft be the confequence of any fuccefs in
his defign.

Secondly, This danger was rendered more certain by the
oppofition he was to expeét from the intereft, credir, and eraft
of the prieﬁs. How gainfuh a trade they, with all their infe-
rior dependants, made of thofe fuperftitions which he propo-
fed to deftroy ; how much credit they had with the people as
well as the ftate by the means of them, and how much craft
they employed in carrying on their impoftures, all hiftory
{hews, St. Paul could not doubt that all thefe men would
exert their utmoft abilities to ftop the {preading of the doc-
trines he preached, doc@rines which ftruck at the root of their
power and gain, and were much more terrible to them than
thofe 'of the moft atheiftical fe& of philofophers, becaufe the
latter contented themfelves with denying their principles, but
at the fame time declared for fupporting their pradices, as
ufeful cheats, or at leaft acquiefced In them as eltablifhments
authorifed by the fanétion of law. Whatever therefore their
cunning could do'to fupport their own worfhip, whatever aid
they could draw from the magifirate, whatever zeal they could
raife in the people, St. Paul was to contend with, unfupported
by any human affiftance.

And Thirdly. This he was to do in direé& oppofition to all
the prejudices and paflions of the people. Now had he con-
fined his preaching to Judea alone, this difficulty would not
Have occurred in near fo great a degree. The people there
were fo moved by the miracles the apoftles had wroughty as
well as by the memory of thofe done by Jefus, that in fpite of
their ‘rulers, they began to be favourably difpofed towards
them ; and we even find that the high-pfu—:!l and the council
Had mote than once been with-held: from treating the apoftles
with fo miuch feverity as they defired to do, fer fear of . the
people.  But in the people among the Gentiles no fuch difpo-
{itions could be expedted : their prejudices were violent, not

only
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only in favour of their own fuperfiitions, but ima particular
manner againft any doérines taught by a Jew. ' As, from their
averfion to all idolatry, and irreconcileable feparation from all
other religions, the Jews were accufed of hating mankind, fo
were they hated by all other nations : nor were they hated
alone, but defpifed. To what a degree that contempt was
carried, appears as well by the mention made of them in hea-
then authors, as by the complaints Jofephus makes of the un-
reafonablenefs and injuftice of it in his apology. . What autho-
rity then could St. Paul flatter himfelf that his preaching would
carry along with it, among people to whom he was at once
both the objec of national hatred and national fcorn?  But,
befides this popular prejudice againft'a Jew, the do&rines he
taught were fuch as fhocked.all their moftingrafted religious
opinions.  They agreed ‘to no principles’ of which, he could
avail himfelf, to procure their aflent. to the other parts of .the
gofpel he preached, To convert the Jews to Chrift Jefus, he
was able to argue from their own feriptures, upon: the. autho-
rity of books which they owned to contain divine revelations,
and from which he could clearly convince them, that Fefus was
the wery Chrifi. But all thefe ideas were new to the Gentiles;
they expe@ted no Chrift, they allowed no fuch fcriptures, they
were to be taught the O/d Teflament as well as the Vew., How
was' this to be done by a man not even authorized by his own
nation’y oppofed by thofe who were greateft, and thought wifeit
among them ; either quite fingle, or only attended by one or
two more under the fame difadvantages, and even of lefs confi-
deération than he?

The light of nature indeed, without exprefs revelation, might
have condu@ed the Gentiles to the knowledge of one God the
creator of all things ; and to'that light St, Paul might appeal, as
we find that he did. * But clear as it was, they had almoft put
it ‘outby their fupetltitions, baving changed the glory of the un-
corruptible God into an-image made like to corruptible man, and

Q q io
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20 birds, and foursfootzd beafls, and creeping things, and Jferving

the icreature wmre than tpe Greator,  And to this idolatry they
were ftrongly attached, not by their prejudices alone, but by .

their paffions, which were flattered and gratified in it, as they

believed that their deities would be rendered propitious, not by

virtue and holinefs, but by offerings, and incenfe, and outward

rites; rites which dazzled their fenfes by magnificent (hews,

and allured them by pleafures often of a very impure and im-

moral nature. Inftead of all this, the gofpel propofed to them

no other terms of acceptance with God but a worfhip of him

in [pirit and truth, fincere repentance, and perfeét f{ubmiflion

to the divine laws, the ftricteft purity of life and manners, and

renouncing of all thofe lufts in which they had formerly walked.

How unpalatable a doétrine was this to men fo given up to the

power of thofe lufts, as the whole heathen world was at that

time! If their philofophers could be brought to approve it,

there could be no hope that the people would relith it, or ex-

change the eafe and 1ndulgence which thofe religions they were
bred up in allowed to their appetites, for one fo harfh and fevere. I
But might not, St. Paul, in order to gain them, relax that f{eve-
rity 2 = He might have done {o, no doubt, and probably would,
if he had been an impoftor; but it appears by all his epiftles,
that he preached it as purely, and enjoined it as flrongly, as

Jelus himfelf.

But fuppofing they might be perfuaded to quit their habi-
tual fenfuality for the purity of the gofpel, and to forfake their
Gal.v. 19, 20.idolatries, which St. Paul reckons amongft 2be works of the fle/b,
for the fpiritual worthip of the one invifible God; how were they
difpofed to receive the dofrine of the falvation of man by the
crofs of fefus Chrift ? could they who were bred in notions fo
contrary to that grear myfiery, to that Aidden wifdom of God,
which nene of the princes of this world knew, incline to receive it
againft the inflruéions of all their teachers, and the example of
all their fuperiors ? could they whofe gods had almoft all been .

powerful

2 Coriii 7, 8.
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powerful Kings, and mighty' conquerors, " they,\ wid bt that
very time paid divine honours to the emperors ‘of Réhe; “whofe
only title to deification was the imperial power; ¢duld they,
1] ﬁt-}-*, reconcile their ideas to a crucified Son of ‘God, 'to'la Re-
deemer of mankind on the crofs? would they look there for him
who is the imageof theinvifible God, the firfi-born of every creatitre’: Cobot. 15,
by whom and for whom were all things created that are in beaven, S
and that are in earth, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers? Now, moft lurely, the natural man
(tofpeak in the words of St. Paul) received not hefe things, for  Cor i 14
they are foolifbnefs to bim s neither could be know them, becanfe
they are [piritually difcermed. 1 may therefore conclude, that
in the enterprize of converting the Gentiles, St. Paul was to
contend not only with the policy and power of the magiftrates,
and with the intereft, credit, and craft of the priefts, but alfo
with the prejudices and paffions of the people.

I am next to fhew, that he was to exped no lefs oppofition
from the wifdom and pride of the philofophers. “And though
fome may imagine, that men who pretend to be raifed and re-
fined, above vulgar prejudices and vulgar paffions, would have
been helpful to him in his defign, it will be found upon exami-
nation, that inftead of affifting or befriending the gofpel, they
were its worft and moft irreconcileable enemies.” For they had
prejudices of their own ftill more repugnant to the doérines of
Chrift than thofe of the vulgar, more deeply rooted, and more
obftinately fixed in their minds. The wildom upon which they
valued themfelves, chiefly confifted in vain metaphyfical fpecu-
lations, in logical fubtletics, in endlefs difputes, in highflown
conceits of the perfe@ion and felf-fuficiency of human wifdom,
in dogmatical pofitivenefs about doubtful opinions, or fceptical
doubts about the moft clear and certain truths. It muft appear at
firft fight, that nothing could be more contradi¢tory to the frft
principles of the Chriltian religion, than thofe of the atheiftical,
or {ceptical fedts, which at that time prevailed very much both

Qg2 among
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among the Greeks and the Romans’; 'nor thall we find ‘that the
theiftical fe@s were much Tefs at énmity withiit, when'we confider
the doétrines they held upon the nature of'God'and the foul.
?'::"..?ﬁ‘,,i"‘ But I will not enlarge on a fubje& which the moft learned
Molen 1. 5 Ny, Warburton has Emndlt,d fo well. If it were neceflary to
»enter particularly into this argument, ‘T could ealily prove, that
iy there was not one of all the different 11]1.|0fn}m1n al feéts then
K i upon earth, not even the Platonicks tncmquvLa, who are thought
fihe to favour it moft, that did not maintain {fome npnlmn, tunda_
-, con- mentally contrary to thofe of the gofpel. “And in this they all
i g grecd, anxu]och_ as moft unphilofophical, and contrary to every
are. NOtIoN that any among them munt.nm_-:],. that grez article of
the Chriftian religion, upon w hich the fo rmiltu:un'\ of itare laid,
1Carxv. ;7. and without w 11‘1;11 St. Paul declares'ts his profelytes, zheir
faizh would 'be wvain, the refurre@ion of the dead ‘with their
Cl.i.18. hodies, of v.h:an re ﬂme‘l.un Chrift was the fir/i-born. ‘Behdes
the contrariety of their tenets to thofe of the gofpel, the pride
that was common to all the philofophers; ‘was of itfelf analmoft
invincible obftacle againft’ the"'admiflion: of the evangelical
Rom.i.z2. doétrines cale li];‘tf\,d to m]m ble that'pride, "and teach thcm, that
If";fff" no themfelves to b ¢:.}L .fx"} became  fools. This pride was
no lefs intra@able, no lefs averle to'the |m‘1 aéions of Chrift, or
of his apoftles, ‘than that of the Scribes and Pharifees, 5t. Paul
was therefore to contend in his enterprize of converting the Gen<
tiles, with all the n'amﬁt:-:m that could be made to it by all the
different fc&s of phil {J[ And how formidablean oppofition
this was, let thofc confider ]m are acquamted from hiftory with
the great credit thofe {c&ts [‘."‘1 obrained at that time in the world,
a l.'.lth even fuperior to that of the pricfts. Whoever pretended to
learning or virtue was their difciple; the greatelt magiftrates, ge-
nerals, T~ ings, ranged then Jl—c]ﬂ&,mert!]ulch[u;llm

pline, were trained
up in their !L.'L.{,x Is, and pmuﬂ%_d the opinions they taught.

All thefe fe@&s made it a maxim, not to difturb the popular
worfhip, oreftablifhed religion; butunder thofe limitationsthey

tauy)ht
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taught very freely whatever they plealed, and no religious opi-
nions were more warmly fupp{)rtul than thofe they clc_lwc.led
were by their followers, The Chriftian religion at once over:
turned their feveral i&ﬁems, taught a morality more perfect than
theirs, and eftablifhed it upon hw!,u and much fironger foun-
dations, mortified their pride, u:m;ioun-:l-nl their learnin g, dif-
covered their ignorance, ruined their credit,  Againft fuch a1
enemy, what wun!d Thi‘} not do? would 'n“v not exert the w fml(.
power of their rthetorick, the whole art 04 their logick, their
influence over the people, their intereft with the great, to dil-
{‘lcdlt a 1104-1[} fo alarming to them all? L ¢, Paul had had
nothing to truft to but I.:s own natural faculties, his own un-
de nlmcllm- knowledge, and eloguence, could he have hoped
ta be lmJI\' a match for all theirs united againft him? could a
teacher unheq. d-of before, from an obfcure and unlearned part
of the world, have withftood the authority of Plate, Arftotle,
Epicurus, Zeno, Arcefilaus, Carneades, and all the great names
which held the firft rank of human wifd nm" He 1mg;ht as well
Have attempted alone, or w ith the help of Barnabas and Silas, of
Timotheus and Titus, to have erefled a monarchy upon the
ruins of all the feveral ftates then in the world, as to 11:.\:: erected
Chriftianity upon the deftru@ion of all the {everal feéts of philo-
fophy which reigned in the minds of the Gentiles, among whom
he pru,tlLuLd partlcuhulv the Greeks and the Romans.
Having thus pmvcd as 1 ilunL; that in t'nc‘ work of con-
verting the Gentiles, St. Paul could have no affiftance, but was
{ure on the contrary of the utmoft :c-m:‘.ma ice and r*p;acmu.)z
th it imaginable, from the magiftrates, from the pnu_u from
the pmmia,, and from the plnlu:tuph"h) it neceflarly follows,
that to fucceed in that work he muft have calledin fo yme extra-
ordinary aid, fome ftronger power than that of reafon and ar-
gument. r'\cmrdmrrrlv we find, he tells the Corinthians, .“'«r*
A.’a-.a [peech.and preaching was not with ent m.r 7 words of man
u.f)u‘ffﬂ?:‘f but in a"emwy"fa!.em of ¢ the [pirit ana j hower.. 1 Lor

g,
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1. 4. - And to the Theflalonians, he fays, oair gofpel came not
unto you in word only, but alfo'in power and in the Holy Ghoff,
t Thefl. 1. 5. Tt was to the efficacy’ of the divine power that
he afcribed all his fuceefs in thofe countries, and wherever elfe
he planted the gofpel of Chrift,  If that power really went
with him, it would enable him to overcome all thofe difficulties
that obftruéted his enterprize, but zhen be was not an impofior :
our enquiry therefore muft be, whether (fuppofing him to have
been an impoftor) he could by pretending to miracles have over-
come all thofe dificulties, and carried on his work with fiiccefs.
Now to give miracles, falfely pretended to, any reputatiol,
two circumltances are principally neceflary, an apt difpofition
in thofe whom they are defigned to impofe upon, and a power-
J#l confederacy to carry on, and abet the cheat. Both thefe
circumftances, or at leaft one of them, have always accompanied
all the falfe miracles, ancient and ' modern, which have obtained
any credit among mankind. To both thefe was owing the gene-
ral faith of the heathen world in ‘oracles, aufpices, auguries,
and other impoftures, 'by which the priefts, combined with the
magiftrates, fupported’ the ‘national worfhip, and deluded a
people prepoffefied in'their favour, and willing to be deccived.
Both the fame caufes likewife cooperate in the belief that is given
to Popilh miracles among thofe of their own church. But neither
of thefe affifted St. Paul, What prepoffeflions could there have
been in the minds of the Gentiles, either in favour of him, or
the do&rines he taught? or rather, what prepofieflions could
be ftronger than thofe, which they undoubtedly had againft
both? It he had remained in Judeea, it might have been fuggef:
ted by unbelievers, that the Jews were a credulous people, apt
to feek after miracles, and to afford them an ealy belief; and that
the fame of thofe faid to be done by Jefus himfelf, and by his
apolftles, before Paul declared his converfion, had prcclii'{mﬂ-d
their minds, and warmed their imaginations to the admiflion of

others fuppofed to be wrought by the fame power,
The
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The fignal miracle of the apoftles fpeaking with tongues on Aas ii. 14,
the day of Pentecof?, had made three rhoufand converts ;. that i A
healing the lame man at the gate of the temple, five thoufand
more. Nay fuch was the faith of the multitude, that they
brought forth the fick into the ftreets, and laid them on beds
and couches, zhat at the leafl the fbadew of Peter pafing by
wmight over-fbadow fome of them, Afds x. ver. 15, Here was
therefore a good foundation laid for Paul to proceed upon in
pretending to fimilar miraculous works; though the priefts and
the rulers were hardened againit them, the people were inclined
to give credit to them, and there was reafon to hope for fuccefs
among zhem, both at Jerufalem, and in all the regions belong-
ing to the Jews. But no fuch difpofitions were to be found in
the Gentiles. There was among them no matter prepared for
impofture to work upon, no knowledge of Chrift, no thonght
of his power, or of the power of thofe who came in his name.
Thus, when at Lyftra, St. Paul healed the man who was aAdsiv.
eripple from his birth, fo far were the people there from fuppo-
fing that he could be able to do fuch a thing as an. apofile of
Chrift, or by any virtue derived from him, that they took Paul
and Barnabas to be gods of their own, come down 7 the likenefs
of men, and would have facrificed to them as fuch.

Now I afk, did the citizens of Lyftra concur in this matter
to the deceiving themfelves? were their imaginations overheated
with any conceits of a miraculous power belonging to Paul,
which could difpofe them to think he worked fuch a miracle
when he did not? As the contrary is evident, {oin all other places
to which he carried the gofpel, it may be proved to demonitra-
tion, that he could find no difpofition, no aptnefs, no bias to
aid his impofture, if the miracles, by which he every where con-
firmed his preaching, had not been true.

On the other hand, let us examine whether without the ad-
vantage of fuch an afliftance there was any confederacy ftrong
enough to impofe his falfe miracles upon the Gentiles, who:

5 WETre.
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vere LWh unprepared and undifpoled to receive them. The
contrary is apparent. He was in no combination with their
priefis or T_hmr magifirates; no feffor party among them gave
him any help; all eyes were open and watchful to cLlu’t his
JmpU{"utL_s, all hands ready to punifh him as foon as deteéted.
Had he remained in Judza, he would at leaft have had many
confederates, all the Jpoﬂlu, all the difciples of Chrift, at that
time pretty numerous; but in preaching to the Gentiles he was
often alone, never with more than two or three companions or
followers. Was this a confederacy powerful enough to carry
on fucha cheat, in fo many different parts of the world, oainft
the united oppofition of the magiftrates, priefts, pm]muuiwrh,
people, all combined to dete&t "md expoﬁ: their frauds?

Let it be alfo confidered, that thofe upon whom they prac-
tifed thefe arts were not a grofs or ignorant people, apt to miftake
any uncommon operations of nature, or _]L‘gg}'n;) tricks, for
miraculous a&s, The churches planted by St. Paul were 1n the
moft enlightened parts of the world, among the Greeks of Afia
and Luro} e, among the Romans, in the midft of fcience, phl-
loinhv freedom of thought, and in an age more 1mpni1t1udv
curious into the powers of nature, and ]tib inclined to credit
religious ﬂ.mda, than any before it. Nor were they only the
loweft of the people that he converted., Sergius Paulus, the

::1..._1r~oniul of Inphm Eraftus, + chamberlain of Corinth, and

Dionyfius the .AlLOP...,JILL, were his profelytes.

bpun the whole it appears beyond contradiftion, that his
pretenfion to miracles was not affifted by the difpofition of thofe
W hum he defigned to convert by thofe means, nor by any poe:
erful ¢ njmwm) to carry on, a and abet the-cheat ; without both
which concurring circumflances, or one at leaft, no fuch pre-
tenfion was ever fupportud with any fuccefs.

Both thefe circumftances concurred even in the late famous
miracles fuppofed to be done at Abbé Paris’s tomb. They had
not indeed the fupport of the government, and for that reafon

appear
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appear to deferve more atten tion than other Popith miracles;
but they were {upported by all the Janfenifis, a very powerful
and numerous pm\ in France, made up partly of “wife and able
men, partly of bigots and enthufiafts. All thefe confederated
together to give credit to miracles, faid to be worked in be ]' “l
of “their party 3 and thofe who bc]mvc:l them were ftror ]”!5
pofed to that beli=f. And vet with thefe advantages how ealily
were they fupprefled! nnl\' by \'..‘{”H"i_’ up that part of the
dmr{.h, where the tomb of the faint, who was 1uE:ﬂ ofed to
work them, was placed! Soon after this was done, a paper was
fixed on the \I.'-aH with this infcription:

f“' i ."F=’ Foy "L' .EE D.‘"r_.'.’;;

.r’),- aj ;..' miracl en ce lien,
By command of the i , God is forbidden to work any mare
miracies here.  The p:lqum.lcw wasa witty one, but the event
turned the point of it again{t the party by w]uch it was made:
for if God had really worked any miracles there, could this
abfurd prohibition have taken effe@ would he have fu Hu::tl
his purpole to be defeated by building a w‘ll? W l.m .\1
apoftles were (hut up in prifon to hinder their v _;
racles, the angel of the Lord n'»:}c]'u;-l the prifon d.u:- 5
them out. Lut the power of abbé Paris could I‘L':.El'{‘l‘ throw
down the wall that excluded his votaries, nor operate througl
that impediment. And yet his miracles are often compared

|
with, and « oppol {ed l]\, unbelievers to, thofe of Chnift and F'-‘..L;

.'qm{ tles, which 1s the reafon of my having taken this particular
notice of them here. But to go hn_L to the times nearer to
t.. Paul s. I'here is in Lucian an account of a Very extraor-

Ly

L%}

dinary and fuccefsful impofture carried on in RiSitiays,” by ofie TidthePlen.

Alexander of l:),]rua) who introduced a new rTﬂJ into that L

country, whofe prophet he called himfelf, and in whofe name
he prtu,nrli.d to miracles, and delivered oracles, by which he
acquired great wealth and power. All the arts by which thus
cheat was managed are laid open by Lucian, and nothing can
Rr better
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better point out the difference between impolture and truth,
than to obferve the different conduét of this man and St. Paul.
Alexander made no alteration in the 11-_|* on eftablithed in
Pontus before; he only grafted his own vpon lL’ ; and fpared

Plevdom. DO pains to intereft in the fuccefs of it the w hole heathen pri

" .65, hood, not ru,.; in Pontus, but all over the wm']d; c

great numbers of thole who came to confult him to other
oracles, that were at that time in the higheft vogue ; by which

Wid. 763. means he engaged them all to {1_1;151-.1‘.'r the reputation of his,
and abet his impofture. Ie {poke with the greateft refpedt
of all the {e&s of opl

from their princip!

fraud; for i:= :

turn eftablithec
ex p(:fcrl all

of religion, a

L

~d

R 1
[y L"L‘l'!'l.' 'L!'.-'..“ l‘l‘EICl'.!'L';iE'I':'_. Wilo

e was fure would deride and oppoie his
yrefumed not to nnovate, and over-

yet they v un' f'r-;f:]v attacked and
CL_L]

mnder the name
; i nent,
"To get the better -of their oppofiti ion, as well as the
Chriftians, he called in ‘the aid ¢ l?-.lf-.\.UL{'JJl and force, ex-
citing the people againft them, :‘l[‘.d anfwering (u?u.,u_l.nn:. with
ftones.  That he :111WE t be flll to get money enough, he deli-
vered this oracle in Lht name of his God, # I comy

bg 'ffr 1y prophet and minifl z
_ : , but the greatef!
the gains that h” made, whic h
finite number of aflfociates, and 1
ployed in carrying on and fupporti

tions that were introc

not th 12 :l'.:-‘E:e)'

\I‘ | he fhared

- = el -
lminenic, among an M-

nts; whom he em-
frand. When' any
declared themfelves to be his enemies, again{t whom he durll
not proceed by Up::n force, he endeavoured to gain them by
blandifhm ents, anc , having got them into his power, to deftroy
them by fecret w ‘l}S, h]mn arts he pradti fed againft Lucian
himfelf.  Others he kept inawe .md depe mu,u- upm m.n, hx

yrribus decorate meum -vatem atgue miniftrum pr io—nec opum mihi cura, at

poled
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1 yofed to his ncrI upon ftate affairs ; and as L hefe generally came

-om men of the greatelt power and rank, his hc::zf‘r pnﬂn.ﬂ -
uf them was of :nBnite fervice to him, and made him mafter of wmid. 56;.
all their credit, and of no little part of their wealth.

He obtained the lwrm.[’:mn and friend(hip of Rutilianus,  albid. 768.
great Roman ge neral, by flattering him with promifes of a very
l{)ntr L,\,, and L_\']ILLLML] to H{’.”i’ lf(t..l’ ]'t]\ U».eLl] .'Llld at liia,
m\m?qum, turned his head, r,npmul him by an oracle to
marry his daughter, whom 1 ¢ pretended to have had by the
smoon 3 which command Rutilianus obeyed, and by his alliance 1bid. 781.
fecured this impoftor from any danger of puni ithment ; the
Roman governor of ]_nﬂhm and Puntm C\:cuhnf 11111‘.1\_11 on
that account from doing _;mh{,{‘ upon him, h]ml Lucian, and ™ 753
{everal others offered t]]LmILhu to be his .lccufu's.

He never quitted that ignorant and barbarous country, which
he had made choice of at hrﬁ as the fittefl to play his tricksin
undifcovered ; but, refiding himfelf among thole fuperftitious
and ucdulous people, extended his fame to a great diftance by
the emiffaries which he employed all over the wm]cE efpecially Ibid- 762,
at Rome, who did not 1‘1¢Lcut] themfelves to work any miracles,
but only promulgated his, and gave him intelhigence ol - all that
it was ufeful for him to know.

Thefe were the methods by which this remarkable fraud
was condu&ed, every one of which is direétly o PPt ofite to all
thofe ufed by St. Paul in ptctw.“"r: the gofpel ; and yet fuch
methods Alonc could give fuccels to a r._‘1r..1t ui this kind. I
will not mention the many debaucheries, and WJLL\\,d enormi-
ties committed by this falle prophet under the mafk of  religion,
which is another charaéeriftical difference between him and St.
Paul ; nor the ambiguous an{wers, cunning u“.u., 2'5‘.'-L1 |_T,
gling artifices which 11‘ made ufe of, in all which it is eafy
fee the evident marks of an in 1po ..mL, as well as in the U[‘l 1e6ts
he plainly appears to have had in view. thll which I {.hlhhy"
infilt upon, is the ftrong confederacy with which he took care

Rrag to
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to'fupport his pretenfion to miraculous powers, and the apt dif-
poﬁtiml in thofe he impofed upon to concur and affift in de-
ceiving themfelves ; advantages entircly wanting to the apoftles
of Chriit.

From all this I think it may be concluded, that no human
means employed by St. Paul, in his defign of converting the
Gentiles, were or could be rmu}u.ltt, to the great diffi cullm-\ he
had to contend with, or to the fucecefs that we know attended
his work ; and we can in reafon aferibe that fuccefs to no other
caufe, but the power of God going along with and aiding his
miniftry, becaufe no other was equal to the effeét.

Having then fhewn that St. Paul had e rational motives to
become an apoftle of Chrift, without being himfelf convinced
of 'the truth of that gofpel he preached, and that, had he en-
gaged in fuch an impot’mrf: without any rational motives; he
would have had #o goffible means to carry it on with any frzccefs;
having alfo brought reafons of a very {treng nature, to make it
113]@4:-, that the fuccefs he undoubtedly h ad in plc.u.]nnrr the
gofpel was an effect of 'the divine power atte nding his mmifiry ;

I might reft all my proof of the Chriftian religion being a di-
vine revelation upon the arguments drawn from this head alone.
Rut to confider this !uh]u:t in all pulm le 115_)“. I thall purfue

he propofition which I fet out with through each of its fever: ll
parts : and having prm ed, as I hope, to the convi@tion of any
impartial man, tIL St flnl was not an :mpnfml, who faui
what he knew to be falfe with an intent to deceive, I come
next to confider whether he was an enthufiaft, who by the
force of an overheated imagination impofed upon ]Z'Ll'!']{:_lj.

Now thefe are the ingredients of which enthufiafm is ge-
nerally compoled ; great heat of temper, melancholy, ignorance,
credulity, and vanity or felf-conceit. That the firft of thefe
qualities was in St. Paul, may be concluded from that fervour of
zeal with which he acted both as a Jew and Chriftian, in
maintaming that which he thought to be right; and hence,

I fuppole,
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I fuppofe, as well as ﬂ‘mr_1 the impoffibility of - his having been
an ' impoftor, {fome unbelievers have chofe to conlider ‘him!as
an enthufiat.  But this quality alone will not be fufficient ‘to
prove him to have been fo, in the opinion of any réafonable
man, The fame temper has been common to others, who'un-
doubtedly were not enthufiafts, to the Gracchi, to Cato, to
Brutus, to many more among the beft and wifelt of men. Nor
does it appear that this difpofition had fuch a maftery over the
mind of 8¢, Paul, that he was not able at all times to rule and
controul it by the dictates of reafon. On the contrary he was

fo much the mafter of it, as, in matters of an indifferent na-
ture, to become all things to all men, bending his notions and ! ¢
manners to theirs, fo far as his duty to God would permit, with £
the moft pliant condefcenfion; a conduét neither compatible
with the ftiffnefs of a bigot, nor the violent impulfes of fanatic
delufions. His zeal was eager and warm, but tempered with
prudence, and even with the civilities and decorums of life, as
appears by his behaviour to Agrippa, Feftus, and Felix ; not
the blind, inconfiderate, indecent zeal of an enthufiaft.

Let us now fee if any one of thofe other qualities which I
have laid down, as difpofing the mind to enthufiafm, and as
being charaéeriftical of it, belong to St. Paul.  Firlt, as to
melancholy, which of all difpofitions of body or mind is moft’
prone to enthufiafm, it neither appears by his writings, nore.37-
by any thing told of him in the Ads of the Apoftles, nor by
anv other evidence, that St. Paul was inclined to it more than
other men. Though he was full of remorfe for his for:
norant perfecution of the church of Chrift, we read of no

gloomy penances, no extravagant mortifications, fuch as the
Bramins, the Jaugues, the monks of La Trappe
melancholy enthufiafts, inflit on themfelves.
only confifted in the fimplicity of a good life, and the un-
reatied verformance of thofe apoftolical duties to which he was
wearied performance of thole .l-i}mmh{_;-. guties to which ne was-
called. The fufferings he meit with on that account he chear-

fully
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1 M for the love of Chnft
we pl. 'C' on I.'.‘E_. COn-

fully Bore, and’ éven ‘rejoic

but he broughit none on

U at he pl ud»..] the m > of a Roman citizen, to avoid

o \'.,m;v,'\l [ cot L'l mention more inftances of his having
ufed the beft methods that prudence could fuggelt, to efcape

danger, and (hun perfecution, whenever it (.f}.l]h be done
without betraying the duty of his office, or the honour of
God *.

Compare with this the condu& of Francis of Afhifi, of Ig-
natius Lmu . and other enthuliafts fainted by Rome, it will
be found L|1f' reverfe of St. Paul’s, ¢ He wi ','*f}_ﬁ:’ indeed to die,

¢ and be with Chbrift :* but fuch a wifh is no proof of melan- I
choly, or of enthufiafn ; it o ly proves his conviétion of the
divine truths he preached, and ‘of the happinefs laid up for '
him in thofe blefled abodes which had been fhewn to him even |

in this life. 'Upon the whole, neither in his adtions, nor in the
inftru&ions he gave to thofe under their charge, is there any
tin&ure of melancholy, which yet is {o effential a chara&erif-
tick of enthufiafm, that I have fcarce ever heard of any enthu-
fiaft, ancient or modern, in whom fome very evident marks of
it did not appear.

As to ignorance, which is another ground of enthufiafm, St.
Paul was fo far from it, that he appears to have been mafter

i There was
gods in their ftate,

. & = A remarkable inftance of this zp
scont. gt Athens a hw, which made it ¢
to L3 Therefore when Paul was preachi
i carrié¢ d hnn before L"n" court of

I|I'\ new

to the Athenians, iuls._ of them
of -.||11 ml i

feteer farth

Tfave his li h?, a

to them

al-

I;ru;'ulu
gov ment ha

the wor

.L,.ui received s rBipy .In declare f unts you. Ll. this he avoided
| the law, and efcaped |JL ned bv the Areopagus, without departing in the leaft f.om
i 1e truth of the gofpel, or violating the honour God.  An adm proof, in my of

1, and one that fhews there was no mixture of fanaticiim

od fenfe with which he

not
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not of the Jewilh learning alone, bat of the Greek. And this
is one reafon why he is lefs liable to the imputation of having
been an enthufiaft than the other apoftles, though none of them
were fuch any more than he, as may by other arguments be
invincibly proved.

I have mentioned credulity as another ch: 1Geriftick and
e of enthufiafm, which that it was not in St, Paul the
hiftory of his life undeniably fhews. For, on the contrary, he
{vems. to have been flow and hard of belief in the extremelt

| 4 b | cerard -1 i 1 lixr -
degree, having paid no regard to all the miracles done by our
Saviour, the fame of which he could not be a ftranger to, as he

lived in Jerufalem, nor to that fignal one donc alter his refur-
4 ' 5

B SoFuey 1 = ] i ety .1!._.,..,..', Tl rhe 'i" P T
reftion, and in his name, by Peter and Jehn, upon the lame Adsii.
man at the beautiful gate of the temple; nor to the evidence

viven in confequence of it:byi Peter,. in prefcnce of the high-
g ] ] ) I g

prieft, the rulers, elders, and feribes, that Chrift was ragfed 15
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of Stephen, who p:uclwr‘ the fame thing, and evidenced it by

miracles.  So that his mi: nd, far from ]um” difpofed to a cre-
dulous huh, or a too eafy :u‘cptlun of any m iracle worked in
proot of the Chriftian religion, ztppc,m to have been barred
againlt it by the moft obftinate prejudices, as much as any
man’s could poflibly be; and from hence we > may fairly con-
LxLi([(‘, that nothing lefs Ihm the irrefiftible evidence of As5 oun
¢5, clear from all poffibility of doubt, could have overcome

Vanity 6r {elf-conceit 1s another circumftance that for the
*110‘} part prevails in the chara@er of an enthufiaft. It leads

en of a warm temper and religious turn, to think themfelves
\‘.ortf 1y of the fpecial reg ard, s extraordinary favours of
God ; and the breath of that i']l]ﬁ.':ﬁinﬂ to which they pre-
n.ml, is often no more than the wind of this vanity, which puits
them up to {uch extravagant im qgmmlun This {trongly ap-
pears in the writings and lives of fome enthufiaftical hereticks
in the myfticks both ancient and modern, in manvy founders of
orders and faints both male and female amongft the P apifts, in
feveral Proteftant fe&aries of the laft age, <i.11{l even in fome of
the Methodiffs now *, All the divine Lumml.u'a"t"]t[ml': illu-
minations, and extafies, to which they have pretended, evi-
dently fpu ng from much felf-conceit, working together with
the vapours of melancholy upon a warm imagination ; and this
is one reafon, befides the contagious nature of mel: ancholy, or
fear, that makes enthufiafm [k: very dlc‘nnq among w k.Zl!L
minds. Such are molil ftrongly anc:iul to vanity ; and, when
they fee others prLtu]d to extraordinary gifts, are apt to flatter
the m[L]\La that they may partake of them as well as thofe
wholfe merit they think no more than their own, V

1
Ly Lhere-

f Mon tanus ar 1d his follow
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fore may juftly be deemed a principal fource of enthufiafm.

But that St. Paul was as free from it as any man, I think may

be gathered from all that we {ee in his writings, or know of

his life. Throughout his. epiftles there is not one word that '
{avours of vanity, nor is any adion recorded of him, in which
the leaft mark of it appears.

In his epiftle to the Ephefians he calls himfelf 7/ than the
leaf? of all faints. And to the Corinthians he ﬁl}'s, he is the 1 Cor.xvg
leaft of the apofiles, and not meet 1o be called an apofile, becaufe
be bad perfecuted the church of God. In his epiftle to Timothy
he fays, ¢ This is a faithful faying, and worthy of all accepta- 1 Tim.i.1s,
¢ tion, That Chrift Jefus came into the world to fave finners,
¢ of whom I am e:'f;;};.)". Howbeit for this caufe I obtained
¢ mercy, that in me firft Jefus Chrift might thew forth all long-
¢ fuffering, for a pattern to them which fhould hereafter believe
¢ in him to life everlafting.’

It is true indeed, that in another epiftle he tells the Corin-
thians, Zhat he was not a whit bebind the wvery chigfeff of the
apofties, 2 Cor. xi. 5. But the occafion which drew from him
thefe words muft be confidered. A falfe teacher by facion and
calumny had brought his apoftlefhip to be in queftion among
the Corinthians. Againft fuch an attack not to have afferted
his apoftelical dignity would have been a betraying of the office
and duty committed to him by God. He was therefore con-
ftrained to do himfelf juftice, and not let down that character,
upon the authority of which the whole fuccefs and efficacy of
his miniftry among them depended. But how did he do it ?
not with that wantonnefs which a vain man indulges, when he
can get any opportunity of commending himfelf; not with a
pompous detail of all the amazing miracles which he had
performed in different parts of the world, though he had -fo
fair an occafion of doing it, but with a modeft and fimple ex-
pofition of his abundant labours and {ufferings in 1‘:1‘c;1{:11i11g the
gofpel, and barely reminding them, © that the figns of an apoftle Cen i

S{ ¢ had

Eph. ii. 8.
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¢ had been wrought among them in all patience, in figns, and
¢ wonders, and mighty deeds.” Could he fay lefs than this?
is not fuch boafting humility izfeif ¢ And yet for this he makes
many apologies, exprefling the greateft uneafinefs in being
obliged to fpeak thus of himfelf, even in his own vindication.
When, in the fame epiftle, and for the fame purpofe, he
mentions the vifion he had of Heaven, how modeitly does
he do it! not in his own name, but in the third perfon, I 4zew
a man in Cbriff, &c. caught up into the third Heaven. And
immediately after he adds, bwz wow I forbear, lefi any man

. fhould think of me above that w hich be feeth me to bey or that be

a Cor. xii. -

See their
Works and
Livess

beareth of me. How contrary is this to a {pirit of vanity !
how different from the practice of enthufiaftick pretenders to
raptures and vifions, who never think they can dwell long
Euuugh upon thofe ﬂﬂ_sjttt.’(s, but fill whole volumes with their
accounts of them! Yet S§t. Paul is not fatisfied with this for-
bearance ; he adds the confeflion of fome safirmity, which he
tells the Corinthians was given to him as an alloy, 2/az be
might not-be above meafure exalted through the abundance of his
revelations. 1 would allo obferve, that he fays this rapture, or
vifion of paradife, happened to him above fourteen years before.
Now, had it been the effeé of a meer enthufiaftical fancy, can
it be fuppofed that in fo long a period of time, he would not
have had many more raptures of the fame kind? would not
his imagination have been perpetually carrying him to Heaven,
as we find St. Therefa, St, Bridget, and St. Catherine were
carried by theirs? and if vanity had been predominant in him,
would he have remained fourteen years in abfolute filence upon
fo great a mark of the divine favour ? No, we fhould certainly
have feen his epiftles filled with nothing elfe but long accounts
of thefe vifions, conferences with angels, with Chniit, with God
Almighty, myftical unions with God, and all that we read in
the works of thofe fainted enthufiafts, whom I have mentioned

before,_
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2 Cor xti- 1,

before. But he only mentions this vifion in an{wer to thch ]
falfe teacher who had difputed his apoftolical power, and com-
rehends it all in three fentences, with many excufes for being
compelled to make any mention of it at all.. Nor does he take
any merit to himfelf, even from the fuccefs of thofe apoftolical
labours which he principally boafls of in this epiftle. For 1n
a former one to the fame church he writes thus, * Who then
¢ is Paul, and who is Apollos, but minifters by whom ye
¢ believed, even as the Lord gave to every man ? I have planted,
¢ Apollos watered, but God gave the increafe. So then neither
¢ is he that planteth any zhing, neither he that watereth, but
¢ God that giveth the increafe.’ And in another place of the
fame epiftle he fays, ¢ By the grace of God I am what I am, 1Cor.xv. 10,
¢ and his grace which was beftowed upon me was not in vain;
¢ but- I laboured more abundantly than they all : yez not I, bus
¢ the grace of God which was with me.

I think it needlefs to give more inftances of the modefty
of St. Paul. Certain I am, not one can be given that bears
any colour of vanity, or that vanity in particular which fo
trongly appears in all enthufiafts, of fetting their imaginary
gifts above thofe virtues which make the eflence of true religion,
and the real excellency of a good man, or, in the {cripture
phrafe, of a fainz. In his firft epiftle to the Corinthians
he has thefe words, ¢ Though 1 fpeak with the tongues : Cor. xiii
¢ of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am ik
¢ become as founding brafs, or a tinkling cymbal. And
¢ though 1 have the gift of prophecy, and underftand all
¢ myiteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith
¢ fo that T could remove mountains, and have no chanty,
¢ I am nothing, And though I beftow all my goods to
¢ feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned,
¢ and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.” Is this the
language of enthufiafm? did ever enthufiaft prefer that uni-

o512 verfal
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verfal benevolence which comprehends all moral virtues, and
which (as appears by the following 'Hlil.,‘:) is meant by charity
here ; did ever \,mhu fiaft, T fay, pmu that benevolence to
faith and to miracles, to thofe religious opinions which he bad
embraced, and to tho{c fupernatur: al graces and bms which he
imagined he had L.cqu"u] nay even to the merit of martyr-
dﬂm P Is it not the genius of enthufiafim to fet moral virtues
infinitely below the merit of faith, and of all moral virtues to
value that leaft which is moft particularly enforced by St. Paul;
a fpirit of candour, moderation, and peace? Certainly neither
the temper, nor the opinions of a man fubjeét to fanatick de=
lufions, are to be found in this paffage; but it may be juitly
concluded, that he who could clmcm the value of chari rx o
much above miraculous gifts, could not have pretended to any
fuch gifts 1f he had them not in reality.

Since then it is manifeft from the foregoing examination,
that in St. Paul's ri_if"lmﬁtiml and chara&er thole qualities do
not occur wlnch feem to be neceffary to form an enthufiaft, it
muft be reafonable to conclude he was none. But allowing,
for argument’s fake, that all thofe qualities were to be found
in him, or that the heat of his temper alone could be a fufh-
cient foundation to fupport fuch a i.tﬁ:iciun; I thall endeavour
to prove, that he could not have impofed on 11:'1‘lui by any
power of enthufiafm, ecither in rf.-u.rd to the miracle that
caufed his converfion, or to the mn‘EcquLnn..] effe@ts of it,
or to fome other circumitances which he bears teftimony to
in his epiftles.

The power of imagination in enthufiaftical minds is no
doubt very ftrong, but it always a&s in conformity to the opi-
nions imprinted upcm it at the time of its wmkmg, and can no
more act agamﬁ them, than a rapid river can carry a boat againft
the current of its own ftream. Now nothing can be more

certain, than that when Saul fet out for Damalcus with an au-
thority
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thority from the chief- priefts Zo bring the Cbriftians which were Absix.a.

bere, bound to Yerufalem, an authority folicited by himfelf, and

ﬂ"ﬁ]][”(l to him at his own Lhu-.t!. l.'i\_iii._, his mind was ftrongly
offefled with Dplmo'h acainft Chrift and his followers. To

D
give thofe opinions 4 More a 1’\». force his 1‘1{111:“% at that time

concurred, {mm-’r inflamed in the higheft degree by the irritat-
i"tg cc}:]fu:uu['m.f:; of his pait L‘O]]L‘]Ll(‘f. towards Lhu]l, the pride
of fupporting a part he had voluntarily engaged in, and the
credit he found 1t pmcuud him among the chief priefts and
rulers, whofe commiffion he bore.

If, in fuch a ftate and temper of mind. an enthufiaflical
man had imagined ke faw a vifion from Heaven denouncing
the ar nger of God againft the Chriftians, and commanding him
to pe erfecute them without any mercy, it might be u:muntul
for by the natural power of enthuliafm. But that, in the very
inftant of his being eng'wefl in the fierceft and hotteft perfecu-
tion qmm{ them, no circumftance having h’lp[“‘[’ntd to change
his nlmuu.)s_ or alter thL bent of his rlu:w-: 1ition, he (hould at
once imagine himfelf called by a heavenly vifion to be the
apoftle of Chrift, whom but a moment before he deemed an im-
puﬂm and a han.pnumu, that had been p‘tl]v put to death on
the crofs, is in itfelf wholly incredible, and {o far from being
probable effect of enthufialm, th hat juft a contrary effeét muﬁ;
have been naturally produced by that caufe. The warmth of
his temper carried him vmlcmly another way ; and whatever
delufions his imagination could raife to 11111}019 on his reafon,
muft have been raifed at that time agreeably to the notions 1m-
printed upon 1t, and by which it was heated to a degree of en-
thufiafm, not in dire& contradi@ion to all thofe notions, while
they remained in their full force.

This is {o clear a pl'npoﬂt]{m, that T might reft the whole
argument entirely upon it: but ftill futhsl to thew that this
vilion could not be a phantom of §t. Paul's own creating, 1 beg
leave to obferve, that he was not alone when he faw 1t: there

WEie
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were many others in company, whofe minds were no better dif-
Poﬁ.t than his to the Chriftian faith. Could it be pofiible
that the imagmations of all thefe men fhoyld at the fame time
be fo L[Lu*crul\' affected, as to make them believe that they faw
a great light _/"L,'-"”T about them, above the bri ightnefs of the fun
at noo 4"|‘|"E:'!_. and heard the {uund of a ’-"’ﬁv from Heaven,
tho"tm not the words which it Jpake, when in reality they

either faw, nor heard any fuch thing ? could they be fo in ﬁl-

.tuated with this conceit of their fancy, as to f all down Sfrom

their bor/es together with Saul,and be ,r‘vaaruﬁ Sthrough fear, when
nothing had ]1'1ppct ed extraordinary uthm to Lhcm or to him;
cfpc-:‘ul[\ Lonhmlmg that this apparition did not happen in the
night, when the fenfes are more eafily impofed upon, but at mid-
day? If a fudden frenzy had feized upon Saul, from any diftem-
per of body or mind, can we fuppofe his w .mlr., company, men
of different conftitutions and u nderftandings, to have been at
once atte@ed in the fame manner with him, fo that not the
diftemper alone, but the effeé@s of it fhould cxa&]y agree? If all
had gone mad together, would not the frenzy of Tome have
takcn a different turn, and prefented to them different objeéts ?
This fuppofition is fo contrary to pature and all poﬂihilitv that
unbelief muft find fome other folution, or give up the }‘J()Illt.

I {hall mpl »ofe then, in order to try to account for this vifion
without a miracle, that as Saul and his company were journeying
along in their way to Damafcus, an extraordinary meteor did
really hapy pen, w hich caft a great light, as fome meteors will do,
at which t! ey bmmj .l.in«nm 1 fell to the ground in the manner
related. This might be polhbh ; and fear, o L}munc‘cd onignorance
of fuch }:—imno mena, might make them imagine it to be a vifion
from God. Nay even the voice or found they heard in the air,
might be an explofion attending this meteor, or at leaft there are
thofe who would rather recur to fuch a fuppofition as this, how-
ever incredible, than acknowledge the miracle. But how will
this account for the diftiné words heard by St. Paul, to which

he
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he made anfwer? how will it account for what followed upon

it when he came to Damaicus, agreeably to the fenfe of thofe

words which he heard? how came Apanias to go to him there,

and fay, ¢ He was chofen by God to know his will, and fee that A% =i- 14
¢ Tuft One, and hear the voiceof his mouth?’ or why did he
propofe to him o be baptized ? what connexion was there be-Ver16.
tween the meteor which Saul had feen, and thele words of Ana-

nias? will it be faid that Ananias was {kilful enough to take
advantage of the fright he was in at that appearance, in order to

make him a Chriftian? But could Ananias infpire him with a

vifion in which he faw him before he came? if thar vifion wasAasix.
the effe@ of imagination, how was it verified fo exad@tly in fa& ?
But allowing that he dreamt by chance of Ananias’s coming, and
that Ananias came by chance too; or, if you pleafe, that, having
heard of his dream, he came to take advantage of that, as well
25 of the meteor which Saul had feen, will this get over the dif-
ficulty ? No, there was more to be done. Saul was ftruck
blind, and had been fo for three days. Now had this blindnefs
been natural from the effeéts of a meteor or lightning upon him,
it would not have been poffible for Ananias to heal it, as we find
that he did, meerly by putting his hands on him and fpeaking

a few words. This undoubtedly furpafied the power of nature ;
and if this was a miracle, it proves the other to have been a
miracle too, and a miracle done by the fame Jefus Chrift. For'
Ananias, when he healed Saul, {poke to him thus ; Brother o o
Soul, the Lord, even fefus that appeared unto thee in the way

as thou cameft, bas fent me, that thow mightefi receive tby fight,

and be filled with the Holy Ghof?. And that he faw Chrift both aas ix. 17
now and after this time, appears not only by what he relates

Ads xxii. 17, 18. but by other paflages in his epiftles, 1 Cor.
ix. 1. xvi. 8. From Aim (as he afferts in many places of his
epiftles) he learned the gofpel by immediate revelation, and Dy
him he was fent to the Gentiles, Ad&s xxii. 31. xxiil., 11
Among thofe Gentiles from Jerufalem, and rouns a!
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.’J'rﬁrmﬂ, he preached ‘the gofpel of Chrift with mighty ﬁfrm' and
wonders wrought by the power of the [pirst -."JfGarf to make them
obedient to his preaching, as he teftifies himfelf in his epiftle to
the Romans, and of which a particular account is given to us
in the A&s of the Apoftles; figns and wonders indeed, above
any power of nature to work, or of impofture to counterfeit,
or of enthufiafm to imagine. Now does not fuch a feries of
miraculous aéts, all confequential to and dependent upon the
firlt revelation, put the truth of that revelation beyond all poffi-
bility of doubt or deceit? and if he could fo have impofed on
him{elf as to think that he worked them when he did not (which
ﬁ]ppoﬁuo.] cannot be admitted, if he was not all that time
quite out of his fenfes), how could fo diffemper ed an a?::fa.fﬂj’
make fuch a progrefs, as we know that he did, in converting the
Gentile world ? If the difficulties which have been fhewn to
have obftruéted that work were fuch as the ableft impofior
could not overcome, how much more infurmountable were they
to a madman!

It is a much harder tafk for unbelievers to account for the

fuccels of St. Paul, 'in prea iching the gofpel, upon the fuppofi-
tion of his having been an L..ﬂﬂl]il"l.ﬁ than of his havi ing been an
impoftor, Neither of thefe fuppofitions can ever account for it;
but the iupmu'} lity is more glaringly ftrong in this cafe than
the other. I cot 11 1 er ter mtu a pflmcu].u examination of all
the miracles recorded in the acts to have been done by St. Paul,
and fhew that they were not of a naturein whichentl hufialm, either
in him, or the perfons he worked them upon, or the fpe&tators,
could have any part. I will mention only a few. When he
told Elymas the forcerer, at Paphos, before the Roman deputy,
that zhe band of God was upon him, and fw_fflafz,’f be blind, not
Seeing the fun for a feafon; and immediately there fell on bim
a mift and a dar ;‘:;'L,’r, and be went about feeking {?me‘ to lead
himt by the band; had enthufiafm in the doer or fufferer any

fhare in this a&? If Paul, as an enthufiaft, had thrown out
this

a
o
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this menace, and the effe@ had not followed, inftead of con-
verting the deputy, as we are told that he did, he would have
drawn on himfelf his rage and contempt. But the eftect upon
Elymas could not be caufed by enthufiafm in Paul; much lefs
can it be imputed to an enthufiaftick belief in that perfon himlelf,
of his being ftruck blind, when he was not, by thole words of
a man whofe pr caching he ftrenuoufly and bitterly oppofed, Nor
can we afcribe the converfion of Sergius, which happened upon it,
to any enthufialfm. A Roman proconful was not very likely to
be an enthufialt; but had he been one, he muft have been bigoted
to his own gods, and {fo much the lefs inclined to believe any mi-

raculous power in St. Paul. When at Troas, a young man named Aas xx.s.
Eutychus fe//down from abighwindow, whilePaul was preaching,
and was taken up dead. Could any enthufialm, either in Paul or
the congregation there prefent, make them believe, that by that
apoftle’s falling upon bim and embracing bim, he was reftored to
life? or could he who was {o reftored contribute any thing to it

himfelf, by any power of his own imagination? When, in the ifle aas xxvii.
of Melita, where St. Paul was fhipwrecked, there came a viper and
faftened on bis hand, which he fhook off, and feit no barm, was
that an effe@ of enthufiafm? An enthufiat might perhaps have
been mad enough to hope for fafety againft the bite of a viper
without any remedy being applied to it: but would that hope
have prevented his death ? or were the barbarous iflanders, to
whom this apoftle was an abfolute ftranger, prepared by enthu-
fiafm to expet and believe that any miracle would be worked to
preferve him? On the contrary, when they faw the viper hang:
on his hand, they faid among themfelves, ¢ No doubt this
¢ man is a murderer, whom, though he hath efcaped the fea, yet
¢ yengeance fuffereth not tolive,” I will add no more inftances:
thefe are {ufficient to fhew that the.miracles told of Et. Paul, can

no more be aferibed to enthufiafm than to impofture.

But moreover, the power of working miracles was not con-
fined to St, Paul ; it was alfo communicated to the churches he
T planted
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planted in different parts of the world.  In many parts of his

1 Corsii. ¢, firft epiftle he tells the Corinthians, that they had among them

3 many miraculous graces and gifts, and gives “them dlr{.mom for
the more order! ly ufe of them in their allemblies. Now I afle,
whether all that he faid upon that head is to be afcribed to en-
thufiafm? If the Corinthians knew that they had among them
no fuch miraculous powers, they muft have regmc!tfl the Lmthm
of that epiftleas a man out of his fenfes, inftead of revering him
as an apoﬂh. of God,

If, for inftance, a Quaker fhould, in a meeting of his own
fe&, tell all the perfons affembled there, that 20 Jfome among
them was given the Cf?.’ﬁ’ of bealing by the ;’r“fﬁf of God, to others
the uJ:fi;ﬁrg’ of other miracles, 1o .J!fw;; diverfe kinds of to J’rg’.!frf*
they would undoubtedly account him a madman, becaufe they
pretend to no fuch (‘rlf_ls If indeed they were only told by hu“.
that they were m!lmtfi by the fpirit of God in a certain ineffable
manner, which they alone could underftand, but which did
not difcover itlelf by any outward, diftinét operations, or hgm,
they might miftake the impulfe DF enthufiafm for the infpiration
of the H(}]\- Ghoft; but they could not believe, againf? the con-

viction of their own minds, that they fpoke tongues they did
not fil-:.‘-.i.].«_, or healed diftempers they did not he.. or worked
other miracles, when they “nlh\_fl none, If it be Llf{.], the Co-
rinthians might pretend to thefe powers, though the Quakers
do not; I afk, whether in that pretenfion they were impoftors,
or only enthufiafts? If they were impolftors, “and St. Paul was
atfo fum, Hmf ridiculous was it for him to advife them, in an
Lj'}lh]l:. \-R-J 1 I

ly to them, and for their own ufe, not to value
themfelves too highly upon thofe oifts; to pray for one rather
than another, .md prLfcr charity to tiem all! do aflociates in
fraud talk fuch a language to one another? But if we fuppofe
their l‘.ﬂl“F"llflaJil to “H tnoﬂ, ﬁ1frb was an effe& of enthuliaim,
let us confider h

how it was po!ﬁh!c that he and they could be fo
cheated by that enthufialm, as to imagine they had fuch'powers .
when they had not. Sup-
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Suppole that enthufiafm could make a man think, that he
was able by a wordor a touch to give fight'to the blind, motion
to the lame, ot life to the dead: would that conceit of his
make the blind fee, the lame walk, or the dead revive: and if
it did not, how could he perfift in {fuch an opinion, or upon
his perfifting efcape being fhut up for a madman? But fuch a
madnefs could not infe& {o many at once, as St. Paul {uppofes
at Corinth to have been endowed with the gift of healing, or
any other miraculous powers. One of the miracles which they
pretended to was the fpeaking of languages they never had
learned, And St. Paul fays, he poficfled this gift more than the#rn 1Cor xiv. 184
2/l 1f this had been a delufion of fancy, if they had fpoke only
gibb:riﬂ}, or unmeaning {founds, it would foon have appcarcd
when they came to make ufe of it where it was neceflary, wviz.
in converting thofe who underftood not any language they natu-
rally fpoke.  St. Paul particularly, who traveled fo far upon
that defign, and had fuch occafion to ufe it, muft foon have dif-
covered that this imaginary gift of the fpirit was no gift at all,
but a ridiculous inftance of freszy, which had poflefied both
him and them. But if thofe he fpoke to in diverfe tongues
underftood what he faid, and were converted to Chrift by that
means, how could it be adelufion? Of all the miracles recorded
in fcripture, none are more clear from any pofiible imputation
of being the effeét of an enthufiaftick imagination than this. For
how could any man think that he had ir, who bhad it not; or
:f he did think fo, not be undeceived, when he came to put his
gift to the proof? Accordingly I do not find {uch a power to have
been ever pretended to by any enthufiaft, ancient or modern.
If then St. Paul and the church of Corinth were not deceived
in aferibing to themfelves this miraculous power, but 1'=_-.'-.‘|1§.']171d
it, there is the firongelt reafon to think, that neither were they
deceived in the other powers to which they pretended, as the
fame {pirit which gave them that, equally could, and probably
would, give them the others, 10 ferve the fame holy ends for
TE2 which
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which thatowas: given, And by confequence St. Paul was no
enthnfiaft in uhm. he wrote upoi that mucl to the Corinthians,
ibesto himfelf, or to
the churches he founded, any ,I.aj'-*.-j'{ es and gifts,
Im.wJ they who would impute to i.'n.':s_;i....'.f;.:, te&s {uch as
thofe St. Paul ]"“PLLT\.:- to Lh power of God attending his mif-
fion, muft alcribe to imagination the fame omnij mtunu. which
he afcribes to God.

Having thus, I flatter myfelf, ﬂl'i'a{l*.{:'tnrif',' thewn that St. Paul
could not ]_k an enthufiaft, '.'.]m, by the force of an over-heated
imagination, impofed on himfelf; T am nexttoen xllla.t whether

he was deceived by the fraud sy -and whether all that he

nor in other fimilar inffances, where he alcribes
i PR

i O 1 oth
faid of himfelf can be imputed to the power of that deczit? But
I need fay little to (h 1 urdity of this "'."14.“1[-:\; It was
'norl]]', 1mp i1l : [

l[lOL!i_'f‘I!?Z as
to do this by a fraud in the ver
them and their Lord. - But could 1]1L v have been {o exti !
as to conceive {uch a thought, it was pra\'hcuhv impofiible for

inft, to concei

i'L]l

:cator into f‘.}-:

nt of uht rreate

them to executé it in-a manner we find his converfion to have

T

been effeted. Could they ]“.-:L';”m_L a I:x;[ t in the

mid-day was l\riglalf;r than that of the

#laE Trah s

L
"0
o

by the reft of the company? could they make ]
three days after that vilion, and then make {feales

his eyes, and reftore him to his fight by a word? Beyond
difpute, no fraud could do thefe things; but much 1\.-1'5 fill
could the fraud of others produce thofe miracles fubfequent to

-

ion, in which he was not paffive, butadive, which

his conver!
he did him(elf, and appeals to in his epiftles as proefs of his di-
vine miflion. I fhall then take it for granted that he was not
1 ."_.:_'lb. l., ) r1 [ ']1-,,_1._. ] l I_.l.-.h_‘ .I- g AN 1L
deccived by the raud ol othersy and that whnat he aid ofihimfelf
cannot be lr*:pLiu:d to the power of that deceit, no more than
to wilful impofture, or to enthufiafm; and then it follows, that

what
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what he related to have been the caufe of his:converfion, 'and to

have happened in cm:!;:qrcn-::c of it, did all really happen, and
'.5-'[_,. Lk ‘ (J"J!J)’;Hi’?f reé S'J."-’J'}I .F..'I i {JL’L.J’!’L-’LL:J i'n:"l 3.

il”'",r"l’
That that conclufion is fairly and undeniably drawn from the
remifes, I think muft be owned, unlefs fome l‘=c'-| ble caufe
can be alfigned, to account for thofe fa&s {o authentically re-
¥

o 4
lated in the A&s of the "\pc;"il:,, and tlLth.:] in ‘1 is Epiftles by
St. Paul nunf\”l, other than any of thofe which I have confi-
dered; and this I am confident cannot be done. It mmit be

s =

1:1,1_f;'{-l'0;'{: .'_';CC()]_L;'I,[.“; It or '1‘ LllL j oWer r_‘:l-(__?uf._]._ T ] at -«.ft)(l. t]‘.—(‘.\ll]-_t'l

work ‘miracles for the
: fid = = -
which, firc

it, could

ii,u;w t

(i |

—
=

at ftood in the way of

g
A1CC
5 y

without any

15 N0 way I . i"1::'.:;m I'L'.-'.iL'J'.I: but :tha
miracle fuch thi gs (hould have happened as no ..m.]'-m na-

tubalicauiiisGhin e afligned for, s what human reafon cannot

believe,
To impute tl or the powe
t ns and Jews
Chrift and hi

otions of thofe who in age difbe-

-.-.-'|1] therefore  be needlefs to fhew the

: but that [1:i1;1i1'itiLJ!1 itfelf is no
e truth of the fad Next to the

the {lrongeft witnefles of the unde

rable arg

oftles and evang: .
niable force of that truth (_t,lm‘ and Julian, and «

cient Lnimmnta of the {_, :. ian religion, who were ob l._J"L\.I. to

folve what they could not contr: 1|:11Lt by fuch an irrational and

ablurd imagination.
The qmlm“* was not then between faith and reafon, but be-
tween religion and fuperftition.  Superftition afcribed to caba-

liftical names, or magical fecrets, fuch operations as carried
along with them evident marks of the divine power: religion
ﬂ‘.t.;.‘:LLl them to God, and reafon declared itlelf on that fide

of

eftablithment of a moft holy religion,

Ly

Lt




U

b

o

OBSERVATIONS ON THE CONVERSION

of the queftion. Upon what grounds then ¢an we now over<
turn that decifion ? upon what grounds can we'reje@ the un-
queftionable teftimony given by br Paul, that he was called by
God to be a d {ulale :md ano{‘lc of Chrift? It has been fhewn
that we cannot impute it either to enthufialfm or fraud ; how
fhall we then refift the convi@tion of fuch a proof? does the
doétrine he preached contain any precepts againit the law of
norality, that natural law written by God in the hearts of
mankind? If it did, T confefs that none of the arguments I
have made ufe of muld prove fuch a do&rine to come from bims,
But this is fo far from being the cafe, that even thofe who
rejet Chriftianity as a c1n1m revelation, acknowledge the
morals delivered l)y Chrift and by his 'H.PD{HES to be worthy of
God. Is it then on account of the myfteries in' the frﬂl] el
that the faés are denied, though fupported by evidence w hich
in all other cales would be .nlmi ed to contain the clearelt con-
vi&tion, and dmml in this be reje@ed without reducing the
mind toa flate of abfolute iCLpUuﬁn, and overturning ‘thofe
rules by which we _]udgc of all eudcnu., and of the truth or
credlbihty of all other faés? But this is plainly to give up the
ufe of our underflanding where we are able to ufe it moft pro-
perly, in order to appiv it to things of which it is not a com-

petent judge. The motives "1]1[] reafons upon which divin
wifdom may think proper to a&, as well as the manner in
which 1t .16:?:,, muft often lie out of the reach of our under-
ftanding i.‘-nt the motives and reafons of human a&ions, and
the m'mnf: in which they are performed, are all in the fphere
of human knowledge, and upon them we may judge, witha
well grounded confidence, when they are fairly propofed to

ur confideration.

It is 1r1um*pc1mb|v more probable that a revelation from
God concerning the ways of }11 providence, fhould containin
nat t{:lﬁ lenvc the capacity of our l"'li' ds to comprehend, than

it
that St, Paul, or 111du.u any of the other J::mﬂcs, fhould have

a5 e
acled,
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a@ed, as we know that they did, upon any other foundatjons
than certain knowledge of Chrift’s being rifen from the dead ; or
{hould have fucceeded in the work they undertook, without the
aid of miraculous powers. To the former of thefe propofitions
I may give my aflent without any dire& oppofition of reafon to
faith; but in admitting the latter I muli believe againft all
thofe probabilities that are the rational grounds of aflent,

Nor do they who rejeét the Chriftian religion becaufe of the
difficulties which occur in its myfteries, confider how far that
obje&ion will go againft other fyftems both of religion and of
philofophy, which they themfelves profefls to admit. There are
in deifm 1tfelf, the moft fimple of all religious opinions, feveral
difficulties, for which human reafon can but ill account, which
may therefore be not improperly ftyled articles-of faith.  Such
is the origin of evil under the government of an all.good and
all-powerful God ; a queftion fo hard, that the inability of folv-
ing it in a fatisfactory manner to their apprehenfions, has driven
fome of the greateft philofophers into the monitrous and fenfe-
lefs opinions of Manicheifm and atheifm. Such 1s the recon-
ciling the prefcience of God with the free-will of man, which,
after much thought on the fubject, Mr, Locke fairly confeffesSe!
he could not do, though he acknowledged both ; and whntlr'.l_f'l, P s
Mr. Locke could not do, in reafoning upon {ubjects of a meta- """
phyfical nature, I am apt to think, few men, if any, can hope
to perform.

Such is alfo the creation of the world at any fuppofed time,
or the erernal production of it from God; it being almoft equally
hard, according to meer philofophical notions, either to admit
that the goodnefs of God could remain unexerted through all
eternity before the time of fuch a creation, let it be fet back
ever fo far, or to conceive an eternal produélion, which words,
fo applied, are inconfiftent and contradiftory terms; the folu-
tion commonly given by a comparifon to the emanation of
light from the fun not being adequate to it, or juft; for light

£ 18:
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is & gua ,f'.-'.’.-'.'!-.f.::r.ent in fire, and naturally cu::‘.mﬂ' from 1.; where-
58! it 1B WP qua iy iivherent 'or'emant ng from the divine éf-
fu‘u_ btit {)! a dl“L‘lclh fubfldnce and natu ire, 11110,*.! not iizdepend-
itine, mult have been created by 4 meer a&t of the
i#ls and if e ¢ated, then not efers
i v the fulflance cr

, the idea of creation
. ot exifi, 1"1:t "
o ty, we have recourfe, as mian iy of 3 an-
ciént philofophers had, 1{:L.1k independent exi 2 of atie; #y then
wemuft admit z2o el ling principles, which is quite incon-=
fiftent with penuine theilm, or natural réafon. J'\-'f;_\', could 2baz
be adniitted, it hm-..u_‘. not yet clear up the doubt, unlefs weé fup-
pofe niotonly the eternal exiftence of matter, ind rrcndcnt of Ged,
but that 1t was from eternity in the order and deauty we {ee it in
now, without any azency of the Divine power s otherwife the
lamedifliculty will always occur, why it was r=<.:1 before put into
that ord: ' effion’y or how the goodnefs of Gad
{_‘r_'JL;Id fo long » of ina@®ion, #wes urld’ ind #-

EH’

im were the'time of fuch an exertion of it put back
ever fo h,, if, inftead of five or fix thoufand years, we were to fup-
pofe millions of millions 6f 4 ges to have'p affed fince the world *
was ndl. ced out of a'chaos to an Larmenions and regu L;rf o, il
a whole eternity muft ‘have preceded that date, during which
the Lrlx:h-‘ attributes did not exert themfelves in that bexd

work, 1o fuitable to “thenm ‘that the mn_;,,-.ﬂu;'-\-'s of human réafon

can find no caufe for its being delayed.

But becaule of thefe dif or any other that’ may occur
in the fyftem of deifm, no wife man will deny the being of God,
or his 7 lom, goodnefs, and powery which are pm»ul by
fuch evidence as carfies the cleareft and itrongelt convi&ion,

and cannot be refufed without 1 |‘u=1'm‘_; the r-uu.fi in far greater
difficuities, even in down: right abfurdities and 1y 5. The

[ i'.'u'r'fﬁ

g
ke

* By the world T do not mean this carth alone, but the
ants. - Even created fpivits fa | undér the fame ||..|
g, and before that b 17 An etern u muft
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AND hPOSTLESHIP OF ' S5t. PAUL.

only part therefore that can be taken is, to account in the beft
manner that our weak reafon is able to do, for fuch feeming ob-
jections ; and where zhat fails, to acknowledge its weaknefs, and
acquiefce under the certainty, that our very imperfe@ know-
ledge or judgement cannot be the meafure of the Divine wil~
dom, or the univerfal ftandard of truth. So likewife it 15 with
refpect to the Chriflian religion. Some difficulties occur in that
revelation, which human reafon can hardly clear; but as the
truth of it ftands upon evidence fo ﬁmng and convincing, that
it cannot be denied without much greater difficulties than thofe
that attend the belief of it, as I have before endeavoured to
prove, we ought not to rejeét it wpon fuch objections, however
mortifying t].'lLV may be to our pride. That indeed would have
all thmgs made plam to us 3 but God has thought proper to
proportion our Lnowledge to our wants, not our pride. All
that concerns our duty is clear ; and as to other points either
of natural or revealed religion, if he has left fome obfcurities in
them, is that any reafonable caufe of complaint? Not to rcjoice
in the benefit of what he has gracioufly allowed us to know,
from a prefumptuous difguft at our incapacity of knowing
more, is as abfurd as it would be to refufe to wa/t, becaufe we
cannot fly.

From the arrogant ignorance of metaphyfical reafonings,
a!mlng at matters above our knowledge, arofe all the fpecula-
tive impiety, and many of the worft fuperftitions, of the old hea-
then world, before the Gofpel was prcacnr_d to bring men back
again to 'ﬁhl.. primitive faith; and from the fame fource have
fince flowed fome of the greateft corruptions of the evangelical
truth, and the molft inveterate prejudices againft it: an Lﬂf_dt
juft as natural as for our eyes to grow weak, and even blind, by
being ftrained to look at -::Igwu too diftant, or not made for
them to fee.

Are then our intelle@tual faculties of po ufe in religion? Yes
undoubtedly of the moft neceffary ufe, when rightly employed,

Uu The
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The proper,employment of them is, to. diftinguilli its genuine
dodlrines from others erroneouily or corruptly aferibed to it
to,confider the importance and purport of them, with the con-
nexion they bear to one another 3 but firlt of all to examine
with .the ftri@teft attention the evidence by which religion is
proved, internal as well as external,  If the external evidence
be convincingly ftrong, and there is no snternal proof of its
falthood, but much to fupport and confirm its truth, then
furely no difficulties ought to prevent our giving a full aflent
and belief to it, It is our duty indeed to. endeavour to find
the beft folutions we can to them; but where no fatisfaGtory
ones;are to be found, it is no lefs our duty to acquiefce with hu-
mility, and believe that to be right which we know is above
us, and belonging to a wifdom {uperior to ours.

Nor let it be faid, that this will be an argument for the ad-
mitting all do@rines, however abfurd, that may have been
grafted upon the Chriftian faith, - Thofe which can plainly be
proved sot to belong to.ity fall not under the reafoning I have
laid down (and certainly none do belong to it which contradiét
either our clear, intuitive knowledge, or the evident prineiples
and diflates of reafon). 1 fpeak only of difficulties which at-
tend the belief of the Gofpel in fome of its pure and eflential
doétrines, plainly and evidently delivered there, which, being
made known to us by a revelation fupported by proofs that our
realon ought to admit, and not being fuch things as it ean cer-
tainly know 20 be falfe, muft be received by it as objells of faith,
though they are fuch as it could not have difcovered by any
natural means, and fuch as are difficult to be conceived, or fa-
tisfactorily explained, by its limited powers. If #he glorious
light of the Gofpel be fometimes overcaft with clouds of doubt,
fo is the lighi of our reaforn too, But (hall we rlupr%'l'c ourfelves
of the advantage of eizher, becaufe thofe clouds cannot pethaps
be entirely removed while we femain in this mortal life ? fhall
we obftinately and frowardly [hut our eyes againlt that day-fpring
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AND APOSTHESHIP OF §37 pROILZT it
from on ,ﬁwﬁ that bas ’u{ﬁfff #5, becaufe ‘we aré not’as St abie
to bear the tul] blaze of his beams? ' Indeed, not éven in heaven
itfelf, not in the higheft  ftate of perfe@ion to which a “finite
being can ever attain, will all the counfels of Providence, all the
he w,ﬁ; and the dépeh of the infinite wifdom of God, be ever dif-
cloled or underftood, Faizh even then will be ncnﬁa:v' and
there will be myfferies which cannot be penetrated by the moft
exalted archangel, and 7rwzbs which cannot be known by him
otherwife than from revelation, or believed upon .111} UJ er
ground of affent than a Jubmiffive confidence in the Divine wif-
cbm. What, then, fhall man prefume that his weak and narrow
underftanding is fuflicient to guide him #nro all trath, without
any need of revelation or faithé f{hall he complain that rbe
ways of God are not like bis ways, and paft his Sfinding ' out ?
True Philofophy, as well as true Chriftianity, would teach s a
wifer and modefter part. It would teach us to be content,
within thofe bounds which God has aflighed to'us, caffing: Corx.s.
down imaginations, and every bigh thing that exalterh itfelf
:M’r.zm'ﬂ the ﬂ’;za""lffu’rf of Gud, r.!mf d’rruumg 1110 oa pLIVILY every

a-’!'mr(gr‘r: 1o the aﬂredf;rw of Chrift.
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