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TO THE
£ O U R B b EonDod B o0 N,

UCIAN among the ancients, and among the moderns

Fenelon, archbithop of Cambray, and Monfieur Fonte-.
nelle; have written Diglogues of the Dead with a general ap-
plaufe. The plan they have traced out is fo extenfive, that
the matter which lies within the compafs of it can fcarce be
exhaufted. It fets before us the hiftory of all times and  all
nations, prefents to the choice of a wrter all charaéers. of re-
markable perfons, which may beft be oppot’cd to, or compared
x.‘ith, each other; and 1s, perhaps, one of the moft agrecable
methods, that can be i.‘mployecl of conveying to the mmd any
critical, moral, or political obfervations ; bccauw the Dra-
matic . {pirit, ‘.h!c,n may be thrown into them, gives them
more life, lh’* n t::fy could have in differtations, hmtqu well
writtén. ' And fometimes & rew drefs may render an old truth
more pleafing to thofe w hom the mere love of “novelty betray's
into 'error, as it very frequently does not only the wits, but the

fages of thefe days.  Ind eed one of the belt fervices, that could:

now be done to mankind by any good writer, would be the
them back to co
fhining lJ-. extraordinary notions
to the no {mall detriment of morality, and of all real know-

ledee,
=

brine

I 1
has feduced great nupmbers,

mon fenzfe, from which the defire of
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PREFACE TO THE

It may be proper to obferve, that in all works of this na-
ture, the dead are often fuppofed, by a neceflary fiction, to
be thoroughly informed of many particulars, which happened
in times poflerior to their own; and in all parts of the world,
as well as in the countries to which they belonged.  Thus, in
Fenelon’s dialogue between Gelon and Dion, the former finds
fault with the conduét of the latter ; and in another between
Solen and the emperor Juftinian, the Athenian cenfures the
government of the Roman Legiflator, and talks of the Hiftory
of Procopius, as if he had read it. T have alio taken the
liberty that others have ufed, to date the feveral dialogues, as
beft fuited with the purpofes to which they were written, fup-
pofing fome of them to have paft immediately after the deceafe
of or.e or more of the fpeakers, and others at a very great dif-
tance of time from that in which they lived. But I have not
in this edition made any alteration in the dates of the former.
Elyfium, Minos, Mercury, Charon, and Styx, being neceflary
allegories in this way of writing, are occalionally ufed here, as
they have been by Fontenelle and the archbifhop of Cambray:
which (if it offended any critical or pious ears) I would juftify
by the declaration gravely annexed to the works of all Italian
writers, wherein they ufe fuch expreflions: ¢ Se bavefs nomi=
 nato Fato, Fortuna, Deflino, Elyfio, Stige, &c. fono fehorzi
“ di penna poetica, non _fentimenti di animo Catolico™.”

Three of thefe dialogues were written by a different hand ; as
I am afraid would have appeared but too plainly to the reader,
without my having told it. If the friend who favoured me
with them f{hould ever write any more, I fhall think that the
public owes me a great 01:!1'}__1;:1["1'011, for having excited a genius
fo capable of uniting delight with inftruction, and giving to
virtue and knowledge thofe graces, which the wit of the age

® If T have named Fafe, Fortune, Defliny, Elfium, Styx, &c. they are only the fports of
a portical pen, not the fentiments of a Catholic mind.

has




FOURTHB.ERITION.
has too. often,  and too fuccefsfully, employed all its fkill to
»eftow on vice and folly.

Befides many correétions which the reader will find in' this
edition, four new dialegues are added, in order to complete
one chief defign of the work, I mean the illuflrating of certain
principles and certain charalfers of importance, by bringing in
perfons who have aéted upon different fyftems, to defend their
own condué, or to explain their own notions, by free dil-
courfe with each other, and 'in a manner conformable to the
turn of their minds, as they have been reprefented to us by
the beft authors.

The feeing this done in the compafs of a fmall volume; may
poflibly induce our young gentry (for whofe fervice it is more
particularly intended) to meditate on the fubje@s treated of in
this work: and, if they make a proper ufe of the lights given
to them, the public, I hope, will derive fome bencfit from the
book, when the writer 15 no more,

-.\x ])[ 4 x=
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Lord Farkpano—Mr. Hamepexn.

LORD FALELAND,

RE not you furprized to fee me in Elyfium, Mr,
Hampden ?
MR. HAMPDEN.
I was going to put the fame queftion to your lordfhip; for
doubtlefs, you thought me a rebel.

LORD FALKLAND
And certainly you thought me an apoftate from the com-
monwealth, and a fupporter of tyranny.
MR. HAMPDEN.

T own I did, and I don’t wonder at the feverity of your
thoughts about me. The heat of the times deprived us both
of our natural eandour. Yet I will confefs to you here, that,

before




D I A LEGVOUSEr oY 339
Before 1 d.‘L., I began to fee in our party enough to juftify
your apprehen ions, that the civil war, which we had entered
into from generous motives, from a laudable defire to pre!erve
our free c t:hltm"o" would end very unhappily, and perhaps,
in the iflue, deftroy that conflitution, even by the arms of
thofe who pretended to be moft zea luua for it.

CORD FALKLAND.

And I mll "’b ﬂ.mh]\ own to you, that I Lw, in the court See thelLet-
*11d camp of the king, fo much to alarm me for the 1mem
of my country, if our arms were fuccefsful, that I dreaded -
viory little lefs than I did-a dc-*']t, and had nothing in my
mouth but the word peace, which I conftantly repeated with
paflionate fondnefs, in every council at which I was called

to affift,

o Lis dady.

MBE  HAMPDEN;

I withed for peace too, as ardently as your lordfhip. But
I'faw no lmpex of it. The infinceri ty of the king and the in-
fluence of the queen made it 1mpomln.\, to truft to ]ua promifes
or declarations. Nay, what reliance could we re: ifonably have
upon /aws defigned to limit and reftrain the power of the crown,

after he had V'ol.m,d the bill of rights, obtained with fuch dif-
ficulty, and containing fo clear an 'lfiLrllun of the prml e

which had been in dif fpute ? 1If his confcience would allow ]1 m
to break an a& of m.il. ment sade to determine th ’/f'.ff:u of
2he royal

prerogative, be ulit: ]1[: thought zbat the royal | prero-

ey

#ndy, what Iurti ties could bind a con-
fcience fo |"J-L'|L<-1Lgu.]r or what ‘“I’u ual fu:um\‘ could his
nit the obftinate: ma lfr:m'\ of fuch an opi-
taking from him zhe ,’c:;ﬁ of the fwsrd, and

¢ o rJ. the laws he had paft?

7 7
. fJ ‘ILI'. 1’ ) llllri-l"r.
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7 too much truth in what you have faid.
;1;{- ki:'.g the powar of the _f“':g.:;l';f, you in
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DIALOGUES OF THE BDEAD.
reality took a// power, It was converting the government into
a democracy’y and if he had fubmitted to it, he would only
have preferved the name of a king. The fceptre would have
been held by thofe who had the fword; or we muft have
lived in a ftate of perpetual anarchy, without any force, or
balance in the government ; a ftate which could not have lafted
long, but would have ended in a republic or in abfolute do-
minion,
MR. HAMPDEN,

Your reafoning feéms unanfwerable. But what could we
do? Let Dr. Laud and thofe other court-divines, who directed
the king’s confcience, and fixed in it fuch principles, as made
him unfit to govern a limited monarchy, though with many
good qualities, and fome great ones; let them, 1fay, aniwer
for all the nlurjlcﬁarﬁL\'hrctﬂ* it hpal1l1uv and the nation.

LORD FALKLAND.

They were indeed much to blame: but thofe Plln‘|.ILSI1dd
.'.limd ground before their times, and feemed the principles of
our church, in oppofition to the Jefuits, who had certai n]\ gone
too far in the other extream.

MR, HAMPDEN.

Itis a difgrace to-our church to have taken up fuch opinions ;
and I will venture to prophefy, that our clergy, in future times,
muft renounce them, or they will be [L:H]Ld againft them by
thofe who mean their deftruétion. Suppofe a Popifh king on
the throne. Will the clergy adhere to paffive obedience and
non-refiftance ? If they do, they deliver up their religion to
Rome ; 1if they do not, their Pmdu:c will confute tlmr own
dodlrines.

LORD FALKLAND.

Nature, Sir, will in the end be fure to fet right whatever
opinion contradiéts her great laws, let who will be the teacher.
, indeed, the more I refle@ on thofe miferable times in
which we both lived, the more I efteem it a favour of Provi-

~

2 dence




B L A4d DaGe I 1B 1.
dence to us, that we were cut off fo foon, Z#e maff grievons
m;y‘brrwe that can befall a virtuons man, is to be in Juch a

fate, that be can hardly [o aft as to approve bis own conduél.
ln fuch a ftate we both were. We could not eafily make a

ftep, either forward or backward, without great hazard of

guilt, or at lealt of dithonour. We were unhappily entangled
111 conne&ions with men who did not mean fo well as ourfelves,
or did not judge fo rightly. 11 we endeavoured to {ftop them,
they thought us falle to the caufe: if we went on with them,
we run dmul; upon rocks, ‘.\11.\.11 we {aw, but could not aveid.
Not could we take fhelter in a philofophical retreat from bufi-
nefs. Ina&ion would in us have been cowardice and defertion.
To -:_ompL.lt the public calamities, a religious fury, on both
fides, mingled ztim. If with the rage of our civil tllHt‘HUUHS, more
frantic than that, more Implacab e, more averfe to all healing
meafures. The moft intemperate counfels were thought the
moft pious; and a regard to the laws, if they oppe[cd the fug-
geftions of thefe ﬁcr} zealots, was accounted srrefigion. This
added new difficulties to what was before but too difficult in
itfelf, the Lu].n;o of a nation which no longer could put any
LCJI‘lEldLIlLE. in its {overeign, nor lay more reffraints on the royal
authonr} without deftroying the balance of the whole confti-
tution. In thefe arcum[.tmcm, the balls, that pierced our
hearts, were dire@ed thither by the hands of our guardian
angels, to deliver us from horrors we could nor fupport, and
pcrlm‘pu from a guilt our fouls abhorred.

MR HAMPDEDN.

Indeed things were brought to fo m_]nﬂ;db.c a flate, L;mt, if

either of us had feen his party triumphant, he muft have la-
mented that triumph as the ruin of his country., Were I to
return into life, the experience I have had would nu]-;n me
very cautious, how I kindled the fparks of civil war in Eng-
land : for I have fcen, that, when once that devouring fire is

l1ghted,

341
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lighted, it is not in the power of the head of a party to fay
to the conflagration,. Zhus far fbalt thou go, and bere fball thy.
violence flop.

LORD FALELAND.

The converfation we have had, as well as the  reflexions
of my own mind on paft events, would, if I were condemned
to my body apain, teach me great moderation’ in my judge-
ments of perfons, who might happen to differ from me in
difficult fcenes of public aion : they would entirely cure me
of the /fpirit of party, and make me think, that, as in the
church, fo alfo in the ftate, no evil is more to be feared than
a rancorous and enthufiaftical zeal.

NN
DIALOGTUE I1.

Eouis LE GraND—PrTER THE GREAT,

Q. G g,

“FHO, Siry could have thought; when you were learn..
ing the trade of a {hipwright in the dockyards of England
and Holland, that you would ever acquire, as [ had done, the
furname of Great ?
PETER.

Which of us beft deferved that title, pofterity will decide.:
But my greatnefs appeared fufficiently in that very ac which
leemed to you a debafement,

L O 9 135

The dignity of a king does not ftoop to fuch mean employ-
nents.  For my own part, I was careful never to appear to
the eyes of my fubjects or foreigners, but in all the iplendor
s rRar o e %
and majefty of royal power,

PETER,
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Had I remained on the throne of Ruffia, as my anceftors
did, environed with all the pomp of barbarous greatnefs, 1
fhould have been idolized by my pcol']c, as much, at leaft,
as you ever were by the French. My defpotifm was morc ab-
folute, their fervitude was more humble. But then I could
not have reformed their evil cuftoms; have taught them arts,
civility, navigation, and war; have (_‘\"l]LCd 1]101 n from brutes
in human fhapes into men., In this was feen the cmmmdm’ny
force of my genius beyond any comparifon with all other
Kings, that I tlmunht it no dcgmd.mrm or dimnoitinu fo my
grcuncﬁ-, to defcend from my throne, and go and work in the
dock-yards of a foreign erthc ;. to ferve as a private failor in
my own fleets, and as a common foldier in my own army ;
till I had raifed myfelf by my merit in all the fev eral fleps and
degrees of promotion, up to the higheft command, and had
thu'; induced my nobility to fubmit to a regular IuLm aination
in the fea and land-fe rvice, by a leffon he rd to their pride, and
which they would not have learnt from any other mafter, or hv
any other method of inftru&ion,

Ly O SO 1S5

I am forced to acknowledge, that it wasa great a&.  When
I thought it a mean one, my Judgement was_perverted by the
pu_judmcs arifing from my own cdml.tlm;, and the ridicule
thrown upon 1t by fome of my courtiers, whofe minds were
too narrow to be able to compn.h-md the: greatnefs of your's
in that fituation.
P E.T E R.

It was an a& of more Il""mrm than any ever done by -Alex-
ander or Cafar. Nor would I confent to e xchange my glory
with their’s. They both did great things; 1:!.11: they were at
the head of great ‘nations, far fuperior in valour and military
fkill to thofe \\.LH whom they contended. I was the king of

[ an

taa

L




DIALO@GUES OF THE DEAD.
an ‘ignorant, undifeiplined; barbarous' pecple. - My enemies
were at firlt fo fuperior to my {ubjeéts, that ten thoufand of
them cotild beat a hundred thoufand Ruflians, ~They had for-
midable navies: I had not a fhip. The king of Sweden was
a prince of the moft intrepid courage, affited by generals of
confummate knowledge in war, and ferved by foldiers fo dif-
ciplined, that they were become the admiration and terror of
Europe. Yet I vanquithed thefe foldiers; 1 drove that prince
to take refuge in Turkey; I won battles at fea, as well as
land ;' 'mew-created my peoples 1 gave them  arts, {cience,
policy 5 ‘T enabled them to keep all the powers of the North
i awe and dependance, to give kings to Poland, to check and
intimidate the Ottoman emperors, {0 mix with great weight in
the ‘affairs of all Europe. ‘What other man has ever done
fuch wonders as thefe P Read all the records of ancient and
modern ‘times, and find, if you can, one fit to be put in
comparifon with me!
Lo u'L’s,

Your glory would indeed have been fupream and unequalled,
if, in civilizing your {ubjeéts, you had reformed the brutality
of your own manners, and the barbarous vices of your nature.
But, alas! the legiflator and reformer of the Mulcovites was
drunken and cruel.

PETE R

My drunkennefs I confefs: nor will T plead, to excufe it,
the example of Alexander. It inflamed the tempers of both,
which were by nature too fiery, into furious pafhons of anger,
and produced acions, of which our reafon, when fober, was
afhamed. But the cruelty you upbraid me with may in-fome
degree be excufed, as neceffary to the work I had to perform.
Fear of punifhment was in the hearts of my barbarous fubjedts
the only principle of obedience. To make thern refpe& the
royal authority, I was obliged to arm it with all the terrors of

A
Iaga,
=
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rage. You had a more pliant people to ‘govern, a people
whofe minds could be ruled; like a fine managed harfe, ‘with
an ealy and gentle rein. I‘hc fear of (hame did- more with
them than the fear of the Ansur could do with the Ruflians.
The humanity of your character and the ferocity of mine were
r_qml]v fuitable to the nations over which we reigned.  But
what excufe can you find for the cruel violence you employed
againft your Proteftant fubjeéis ? They defired nothing but to
live under the proteéion of laws you yourfelf had cm‘itume‘]'

and they repaid that protection by “the moft | hearty zeal for your
fervice, Yet thefe did you iur(k, by the moft inhuman feve-
rities, either to quit the 1chg1un in which they were bred, and
which their confciences ftill retained, or to leave their native
land, and endure all the woes of a perpetual exile. If the rules
of pohcy could not hinder you from thus df.populltin;:. your
kingdom, and transftr:m;: to foreign countries its manufac-
tures and commerce, I am furprifed that your heart itlelf did
not ftop you. It makes one fhudder to think, that fuch orders
fhould be fent from the moft polithed court in Europe, as the
moft favage Tartars could hardly have executed without remorfe
and compaflion.

L OU I 8

It was not my heart, but my r-.l1gLon that dictated thefe
feverities. My confeffor told me, they alone would atone for
all my fins.

PETE R

Had I believed in my patriarch, as you believed in your
prieft, I fhould not have been the great monarch that I was.—
But I mean not to detra® from the merit of a prince whofe me-
mory 1is dear to his fubje&s. = They are proud of lla\'I[wnb“‘.‘cd
you, which is certainly the hwh:.ﬁ praife to a king, Mv Penplu.
alfo date their glory from the mra of my reign. But there is

this capital diftin@tion between us, The pomp and pageantry

Yy ol
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of ftate were neceflary to your greatnefs: I was great in myfelf,
great in the energy and powers of my mind, great in the fu_
pr,rlom} 'mdeuaf eignty of my foul over all other men.

WL e YN R
Pl AL OGN E - I
Pratro—FENELON.

PILEA T D,

‘VL'LCO’HL to Elyfium, O Lhc u, the moft pure, the

moit lr__,r,mlt:, the moft refined difciple of philofophy that
the world, in modern times, has produced! Sage Fenelon,
Wt:}cornc!—l need not name mylelf to you. Our fouls by
{ympathy muft know one another,

FENETLON
I know you to be Plato, the moft amiable of all the difciples
of Socrates, and the philofopher of all antiquity whom I moft
delired to refemble,
P~LoA T €5

Homer and OFP]ICU:: are Jmp'lttmt to fee you in that region
of thefe happy fields, which their fhades inhabit. They both
acknowledge you to be a great poet, though you have written
no verfes.  And they are now bufy in compoﬂng for you un-
fading wreaths of all the fineft and fwectelt Ely fian flowers.
But'I will lead you from them to the facred grove of Philo-
fophy, on the higheft hill of Elyfium, where the air is moft
pure and moft ferene. I will condu@ you to the fountain of
Wiiiiom, in which you will fee, asin _',nuz own wrmngs, the
fair image of Virtue perpetually refle@ed. It will raife in you
more lmc than was felc by N: arciffus, when he Conttmpl.lted

the beauty of his own face in the unrufiled {pring. But you
fhall
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fhall not pine; - as he:did,. for a thadow. , The goddefs herfelf

will .lﬂ'LChUllclLLI\-" meeet, your. embraces, and mingle with }Om

foul.
FENELON

I find you retain the allegorical and PDCII' al ftyle, of which
you were “fo fond in many Di your writings. Mine alfo run
fometimes into poetry, lml.u:uiarh' in my Telemachus, which 1
meant to make a kind of epic compefition. But I dare not
rank myfelf among the great poets, nor ])JLtc.nd to any equality
in oratory with you, the moft cloquent of philofophers, on
whofe l.p&. the Attic bees diftilled all their honey.

P LA T o

The French language is not fo harmonious as the Greek :
yet you have given a {weetnels to it, which equally charms the
ear and heart. When one reads your Cc:-mpoﬁtfuns, one thinks
that one hears Apollo’s Iyre, ftlung by the hands of the Graces,
and tuned by the Mufes. The idea of a perfes? king, which
you have exhibited in your Telemachus, far excels, in my own
]udgb ment, my Imaginary republic.  Your Dialogues breathe
the pure 1p111t m‘"urtue, of unaffe@ed good fenfe, of juit criti
cifm, of finé tafte. 'They are in genera] as fuperior to your
countryman Fontenelle's, as reafon is to falle wit, or truth to
affe@tation. ‘The greateft fault of them, I think, is; that fome

are too fhort.
P E NBIL-O-N:

It has been objeéted to them, and I am fenfible of it myfelf,

that moft of them are too full of common ~place morals. Bug I
wrote them for the inftru&@ion of a young prince: and one
cannot too formhl}r imprint ‘on the El'lll'ldb of thofe who are
born 'to empire the moft fimple truths : becaufe, as they grow
up, the flattery of a court w IH try to difguife and conce ].lrU[Tl
them thofe truthe and to eradicate Emm their hearts the love
of their duty, if it lms not taken there a very deep root.

X yz g PR T e s
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P.L A T 0.

It isrindeed the peculiar misfortune of princes, that they are
often inftru@ed with great care in the refinements of policy,
and not taught the Grft principles of moral ob]ibatimls or taught
{o iljpcrﬁcmllx, that the virtuous man 1s foon loft in the cor-
migt polmr_‘u.n. But the leffons of virtue you gave your royal
pupil are fo graced by the charms of your eloquence, that the
oldeft and wifeft men may attend to them with pleafure. = All
your Wri’h.ga are embellifhed with a fublime and agreeable
imagination, which gives elegance to fimplicity, and dignity to
the muﬁ vulgar and obvious truths. - I have heard, '![‘t(lu.’_d that
your Loumr\'mt_n are lefs fenfible of the beauty of your genius
and flyle than any of their neighbours. What has fo mucil
dipl“‘.’cd their tatle ?

FENETLON

That which depraved the tafte of the Romans after the age
of Auguftus; animmioderate love of wit, of paradox, of re-
finement.” The works of their writers, like the faces of their
women, muft be'painted and adorned with artificial embellifh-
ments to attrad their regards. ~ And thus the natural beauty of
both is loft. ~ But it is no wonder if few of them efteem my
Telemachus ; as the maxims I have principally inculcated there
are thought by many inconfiftent with the grandeur of their
monanhv and with the fplendor of a refined and opulent na-
tion, Ihm feem’ generally to be falling into olnumns, that the
chief end of incmt_}, 1s to procure the phaﬁnc% of lu\ur}» ; that
a nice and clegant tafte of voluptuous Enjm ments is the pr,rfu,-
tion of merll and that a king, who is gallant, m'lthccnt
liberal, who bmhlq a fine P'ILIL{.,, who furnithes it well with
good fatues and piures, who encourages the fine arts, and
makes them {ubfervient to every modifh vice, who has a reftlefs
ambition, a perfidious policy, and a'fpirit of conqueft, is better
for them than a Numa, or a Marcus Aurelius, Whereas to

Cllﬁ:t’k
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check the excefles of luxury, thofe exceflfes I mean which en-
feeble the fpirit of a nation ; to eafe the people, as much as is
poflible, of the burthen of taxes;'to give them the bleflings of
peace and tranquillity, when they can be obtained without in=
jury or difhonour ; fo make them frugal, and hardy, and maf-
culine in the temper of their bodies and minds, that they may
be the fitter for war whenever it does come upon them ; : but
above all to watch diligently over their morals, and difcourage
whatever may defile or corrupt them, is the great bufinefs of go-
vernment, and ought to be in all Clrcumﬂ'lnces the prmmpdi
objeét of a wife lcglﬂatvre Unqucﬁlonab y that is the bappieft
country which bas moff wvirtue in it: and to the eye of fober
reafon the pooreft Swifs canton is 2 much nobler ftate than the
kingdom of France, if it has more liberty, better morals, a more
fettled tranquillity, more moderation in profperity, and ‘more
firmnefs in danger.
P.L AT Q.

Your notions are juft ; and if your country rejeé&s them, fhe
will not long held the rank of the firft nation.in Europe, Her
declenfion is begun, her ruin approaches. For, omitting all
other arguments, can a ftate be well ferved, when the raifing
of an opulent fortune in its fervice, and making a {plendid ufe
of that fortune, is a diftinGion more envied than any which
arifes from integrity in office, or public {pirt in government ?
can that {pirit, which is the parent of national greatnefs, continue
vigorous and diffufive, where the defire of wealth, for the fake
of a luxury which wealth alone can fupport, and an ambition
afpiring, not to glory, but to profit, are the predominant paf-

fions ? If it exifts in a king, or a minifter of ftate, how will either’
of them find, among a people fo difpofed, the I]LLLﬂm inftru=~

ments to execute ]uq great defigns ; or rather, what obftruction
will he not find from [11L contnm.ﬂ oppofition of private interelt
to public? But if, on the contrary, a court inclines to tyranny,
what a facility will be given by thefe dif politions to that evil

purpofe |
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urpofe ! how will men; with mindsrelaxed by the wcn ating
eafe and foftnefs of Juxury, have vigour to or"ui-' 1wt} will not
moft of them lean to fervitude, ar their natural flate, as thatin
which the extravagant and infatiable eravings of their artificial
wants may beft be &rrmhui at the charge of a bountiful mafter,
or by the fp(‘h'-‘. of an enflaved and ruined people? when all fenfe
of ]whlm virtue is thus deftroyed, will not fraud, corruption,
and avarice, or the oppofite workings of court-faétions to bring
difgrace on each other, ruin armies and fleets without the help
of an enemy, and give up' the independence of ‘the nation to
foreigners, after having betrayed its liberties to a king? Al
thefe mifchicfs you faw attendant o that luxury, which fome
modern ph:]ompuc account (as I am informed) the higheft
guud to a ftate! Time will Thew that their dodirines are pc1111~
cious to {chL\ |1trn[ut us 'to Umemnunt, and l!iur \mrr

in t]]t. pu‘.u]t circu niﬁ Anres Ut your country, are wife, f.s]hm”. 3
and deferving of the general thanks of mankind. But, left you
fhould think, from the praife 1 have given you, thatﬂartcwcm
find a place in Ely fium, allow me to lament, with the tender
forrow of a friend, that a man fo fuperior to all other follies
could give into Eh{: reveries of a madame Guyon, a diftraced
enthufiaft. How flrange was it to fee zhe zwo great lights of
FErance, youwand the bi ﬁmp of Meaux, engaged ina controverfy,
whether a madwoman was a beretic, or 3_/.1;31: !

FENEL.QO N
I confefs my own weaknefs, and the ridiculoufnefs of the
difpute. - But did not your warm mﬂgnmuon carry you alo
into lome reveries about divine love, in which you talked unin-
telligibly, even to yourfelf?
P LA T o0
I felt fomething more than I was able to exprefs.

F E N E~
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I had my feelings too, as fine and as lively as your’s..: But
we fhould both have done better to have avoided thofe fubjeés,
in which fentiment took the place of reafon.

DIALOGUE. . 1V.

M:. Apprson—Dr. SwirT.

DR. SWI1FT.

S URELY, Addifon, Fortune was. exceedingly inclined to

play the fool (a humour her ladyfhip, as well as moft other

ladies of very great quality, is frequently in) when fhe made you
a minifier of jlate, and me a divine !
ADDISON

I muft confels we were both of us out of our elements.  But

‘o1 don’t mean to infinuate, that all would have been right, if

our deftinies had been reverfed ?
S W LFT.

Yes, I do.—You would have made an excellent bithop 3 and

I {hould have governed Great Britain, as I did Ireland, with an

abfolute fway, while I talked of nothing, but libesty, property,

and {o forth.
ADDISGON.

You governed the mob of Ireland; but I never underftood
that you governed the kingdom. A nation and a mob are very
different things.

SWIFT.

Ay 5 fo you fellows that have no genius for politics may
fuppofe. But there are times when, by i alonably putting him-
{If at the head of the mob, an able man may get to the head

5 of
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of the nation. .. Nay, there arc times, when the nation itfeif is
a/meb,.and ought to be treated as {uch by a fkilful obferver.

ATDDIS ON:

I don’t deny the truth of your propnﬁllon. But is there no
danger, that, from the natural viciffitudes of human affairs, the
fayourite of the mob fhould be mobbed 1n his turn ?

W R T

Sometimes there may : but I rifked it; and it an{wered my
purpofe, “Afk the lord licutenants, 'who were forced to pay
court'to ‘me, inftead of my courting them, whether they did
not feel my fuperiority. And if I could make myfelf fo confi-
derable, when I was'only a dirty dean of St. Patrick’s, without
afeat"in either houfe of parliament, what fhould I have done,
if fortune had placed me in England, unincumbered with a

gown, and in a fityation that would'have enabled me to make

m}'felf heard in the houfe of lords or of commons?

A-D. D1 (5 0_N.

You would undoubtedly have done very marvellous ads!
Perhaps you might then have been as zealous a whig as my
lord Wharton himfelf. Or, if the whigs had unhappily offended
the flatefinan, -as they did the doéfor, who knows whether you
might not have brought in the pretender ? Pray let me atk you
one queftion between you and me. If your great talents had
raifed you to the office of firft minifter under that prince, would
you have tolerated the Proteftant religion, or not?

B W T P
Ha! Mr. Secretary ; are you witty upon me?. do you think,

‘becaufe Bunderland took a fancy to make you a great man in

the ftate, that he, or his mafter, could make you as great in
wit, as pature madc me? No, noj; wits like grace, it muft
be given from above. You can no more get that from the

4 king,
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king, than my lords the bifhops can the other. And, though
I will own you had fome, }%‘l: believe me, ‘my good friend, it
was no match for mine. I think you have not vanity enough
in your naturc, to prete:u:l to a competition in that point with

me

AD'D I'S ON,

I have been told by my friends that I was rather too modeft.
So I will not determine this difpute for myfelf, but refer it to
Mercury, the God of wit, who fortunately happens to be coming
this way, with a foul he has brought to the (bades.

Hail, divine Hermes! a queftion of precedence in the clafs
of wit and humour, over which you prefide, having arifen be-
tween me and my countryman, Dr. Swift, we beg leave—

uercury—Dr. Swift, I rejoice to fee you—-How does my
old lad? how does honeft Lemuel Gulliver ? have you been in
Lilliput lately, or in the flying ifland, or with your good nurfe
Glumdalclitch ? Pray when did you eaz @ cruff with lord Peter?
is Tack as mad ftill as ever? Ihear that, fince you publifhed
the hiftory of his cale, the poor fellow, by more gentle ufage,
is almoft got well. If he had but more food, he would be as
much in his fenfes as brother Martin himfelf. But Martin,
they tell me, has lately fpawned a ftrange brood of Methodiits,
Moravians, Hutchinfonians, who are madder than ever Jack
was in his worft days, It is'a great pity you are not alive again,
to make a new edition of your Tale of the Tub for the ufe of
thefe fellows.—Mr. Addifon, I beg your pardon, I fhould have
{poken to you fooner; but T was fo ftruck with the fight of
my old friend the do&or, that I forgot for a time the refpeéts
due to you.

S WTIFT.
Addifon, T think our difpute is.decided, before the judge

has heard the caufe.
¢ A'B'DISON

I own it is, in your favour ;—but—
Zz ME R-
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mareury,—Don’t be difcouraged,  friend Addifon, Apollo
perhaps would have given a dli‘f’*lu]t Judgcment. I am a wit,
and a. rogue, and a Em. to all dignity.  Swift and I n: m.rallx
like one another. . He wmﬂllps me more ll.t.n Jupiter, and I
honour him more than Homer., But vet, 1 afiure you, I have
a great value for you,—Sir Roger de Coverly, Will Honey
comb, Will Wimble, the > country gentleman in the Freeholc Iu.
and twenty more chaméters, drawn with the fineft firokes of
unaffeéted” wit and lmmmlr i your admirable writings, have
obtained for you a high place in the clafs uF my authors, though
not qmt{, {o ]nrrh a one as the dean of St. Patrick’s. 1u]11n~.
you might have got before him, if the decuuv of your nature
and the cautioufnefs of your _]udgcmcnt would have given you
leave. But, allowing, that in the force and fpirit of his ‘Wit
he has really the udvant age, how muich does he yield to you in
all the c]cga it Pmc‘ca; in the finé touches of delic L.Lv{lntmunt,
in developing the fecret {prings of the foul; in fhewing the
mild lights and fhades of a c.i1.4ra£“_r‘ mn d]ﬁmﬂ]v marking
each line, and every foft gradation of tints, w hich  would
efcape thc common eye!l Who ever painted like you the beau-
tiful parts of human nature, and brought them out from under
the fhade even of the greatelt hmphcn}, or the moft ridiculous
weaknefles; fo that we are forced to admire, and feel that we
wenerate, even while ‘we ars laugbing | Swift was able to do
nothing that approaches to this. il C-:JLIIJ draw an ill face, or
caricature a good one, with a mafterly hand: but there was all
his power: cmd if [ am to fpeak as a god, a werthlefs power
it1s,  Your’s is divine. It tends to e.‘mit human nature,

Pray, good Mercury, (if I may have liberty to fay a word
for Imic.]f; do you thmk that my talent was not Ingh y bene-
ficial to, correct hun..m nature? 1§ whrppmg: of no uie to mend
naughty boys?

M E R=
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\iErRcurRY—NMen are generally not fo patienit 'of whipping as
boys: and ‘@ rough fatiriff is feldom known to meénd ithem.
Satire, like antimony, if it be ufed as a medicine, ‘muft be
rendered lefs corrofive. Yours is often rank poifon. But'l
will allow that you have done fome good in your way, though
not half fo much as Addifon did in his.

A DD &0 N

Meicury, I am fatisfied. It matters little what rank you
aflign me as a wit, if you give me the precedence as a friend
and benefacor to mankind.

meRcury—I pafs fentence on the writersy not the men. And
my decree is this. When any hero is brought hither, who
wants to be humbled, let the tafk of lowering his arrogance be
afligned to Swift. Thefame good office may bedone to a phi-
lofopher vain of his wifdom and virtue, or to a bigot puffed up
with fpiritual pride. The do&or’s difcipline will foon convince
the firlt, that with all his boafted morality, he is buta yaboos
and the latter, that to be bo/y he muft neceflarily be bumble.
I would alfo have him apply his guticofmetic-wafb to the painted
face of female vanity, and his red, which draws blood at every
ftroke, to the hard back of infolent folly or petulant wit, But
Addifon fhould be employed to comfort thofe, whole delicate
minds are dejeéted with too painful a fenfe of fome infirmities in
their nature. To them he fhould hold his fair and charitable
mirrour, which would bring to their fight their hidden excell-
encies, and put them in a temper fit for Elyfium.-—Adicu : con-
tinue to efteem and Jove eachother as you did in the other world,
though you were of oppolite parties, and (what is fhll more
wonderful) rival wizs. This alone is fufficient to entitle you
both to Elyfium.

2.z 2 DI A-
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DI AE-O G B N
ULvsses—Circe.  In Ciree’s Iffland *,

CIRCE,

O U will go then, Ulyfles; buttell me without referve—
What carries you from me?

UL Y Ss'E 5

Pardon, goddefs, the weaknefs of human nature. My heart

will figh for my country. It is an attachment which all my
admlratmn of you cannot em[rcl} overcome,

C I X C B,

This is not all. I perceive you are afraid to declare your
whole mind; but what, Ulvﬂc:., do you fear? my terrors are
gone.| The proudeft goddcfs. on earth, when the has favoured
a. mortal as I have favoured you, hds laid her divinity and
power at his feet.

UL ¥,sS§E.S.
It may be fo, while there ftill remains in her heart the ten-

dernefs of love, orin her mind the fear of fhame. But vou,
Circe, are above thofe vulgar fenfations.

C. 1R L Es

I underftand your caution; it belongs to your charadter:
and therefore, to remove all diffidence ]mm you, I {wear by
Styx, -1 will du no manner of harm, either to you, or your
friends, for any thing which you fay, however o.fcmﬁo it may

* . B. This cannat be properly called a Dialozue of the Dead ; but we have ene of the fame

;J among Cambray's Dizlogues, between lJ|}ﬂ:s and his companion Grillus, when turned o

a hoar by the enc hantments of (,ru::, and two or three o:hc;s, that are {uppoled to have paft
becween living perfons,

be




o1 Ia A £ ©0G: ¥ uEs oV _
be to my love or my pr ride; but will fend you away from my
ifland with all marks af iny hmndfhlp Tell me now truely,
what pleafures you hope to enjoy in the barren rock of Ithaca,
which can compenfate: for ‘thofe you leave in this paradife,
exempt from all cares, and overflowing with all delights?

U LY § 8 E 8
The pleafures of virtue ; ‘the fuprcmc ha}nmc{a of dmnf
oood. Here I do nothing. My mind is'in a pd!ﬁ*' all its
faculties are benumbed. [ lowr to return into aétion, that I
may worthily employ thofe tutlcnt\ which I have eultivated
from the earlieft days of my youth. Toils and cares fright not
me. Ihey are the exercife of my foul ; they keep it in health
and in vigour. Give me again the i.‘lLIdb of Troy, rather than
thefe vacant groves. 'There I could reap the bright harveft of
glory; bere I am hid, like a coward, from the eyes of man-
kind, and begin to appear contemptible in my own. 'The
image of my former felf haunts' and feems“to upbraid me,
wherefoever I go. I meet'it under the‘gloom of every {hade:
it even intrudes itfelf into your prefenice, and’'chides me from
your arms. O goddefs, unlefs you have power to lay that
fpirit, unlefs you can make me forget myfelf, I cannot be
happy here, I fhall every day be more wretched.

al N S R RN U

May not a wife and good man, who has fpent all his youth
in ac&ive life and hon-mmo!e danger, when he btcg.nq to de-
cling, be permitted to retire, and enjoy the reft of his days in
quict and pleafure?

U Livis B RIS

No retreat can be honourable to'a wife and sroed man, but
in company with the Mufes, Here I am deprived of that fa-
cred fociety. The Mufes will not inhabit the abodes of velup-
tuoufnels and fenfual pleafure. How can I ftudy, or think,

7 while
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while‘fuch' @ himber of ' beafts (and ‘the 'worft beafts' are men
U.IH;(_(I into béalls) are howling, orroaring, or grunting all about
fre’|

There may be fomething in this: but this, I know, 15 not
all.. You Iumm 5 the fhrmi_j eft reafon that draws you to Ilfum
‘There is another image, befides that of your frm:u felf, which
appears to you in this ifland ; which follows your walks ; which
more particularly interpofes itfelf between you and me, and
chides you from my arms. = Tt is Penclope, Ulyfies, I }\.ﬁ[]'l-‘r" it
is.—Don’t pretend to deny it.  You figh for l:'c.‘nclopc in my
bofon itfelf.— And yet fhe is not an immortal.—She is not, as
¥ am, endowed by nature with the gift of unfading youth.
Sevepal years have paft fince her’s has been faded. I might fay
without vanity 11111. in her l‘“it days [he was never fo handfome
as I But what is fhe now

U, Ea¥Y S S E8.

You have told me yourfelf, in a former converfation, when I
enquired of about her, that fhe is faithful to my bed, and as
fond of me now, after twenty years abfence, as at the time
when I left her to go to Troy. I left her in the bloom of youth
and beauty. How much muft her conftancy have been tried
fince that time¢! how meritorious is her fidelity ! Shall I re-
ward her with fallhood ? fhall I forget my ]LLlL](}ik, who
can’t forget me; who has no plmﬂuc {o dear to her as my
remembrance ?

¢ 1.R C B

Her h:uve is preferved by the continual hope of your {peedy
return. Take that hopc from her. Let your companions
returnl, and let her know that you have fixed your abode with
ne, that you have fixed it for ever. Let her know that fhe
is free to il]i'poﬂ: as fhe pleafes of her heart and her hand. Send

my
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_at every thought of thofe perils, ‘and would have given

D | il 40y G S .

my picture to her; bid her compare it with her own face.~—
I all this does not cure her.of the remains of her paflion, if
you don’t hear of her marrying Eurymachus in a twelve-
month, I underftand nothing of womankind.

UL X5 58 E. &

O cruel goddefs ! why will you force me to tell you truths
I defire to conceal? 1f by fuch unmerited, fuch barbarous
ufage, I could lofe her heart, it would break mine. How
fhould I be able to endure the torment of thinking, that I had
wronged fuch a wife ? what conld make me amends for her
being no longer mine, for her being ancther’s ? Don’t frown,
Circe; I muft own, (fince you will have me fpeak) I muft own
you could not.—With all your pride of immortal beauty, with
all your magical charms to aflit thofe' of nature, you ar¢ not
fo pmv:rful a charmer as (he. = You feel defire, and you give
it: but you have ncver felt /ove, nor can you infpire’ it.  How
can I love one who would have degraded me into a beaft P Pe-
nelope raifed me intoa hero. Her love ennobled, invigorated,
exalted my mind. She bid me goto the fiege ot ‘F'roy, thongh
the parting with me was worfe than death to herfelf. She bid
me expofe myfelf there to all the perils of tvar among the fore-
moft heroes of Greece, thoush her poor heart funk and trembled

own blood to fave a drop of mine. Then there was fuch''a
conformity in all our inclinations !'When Minerva was teaching
me the leflons of wifdom, fhe delighted to be’ prefent; fhe
heard, fhe retained, fhe gave them back to me, {foftened and
fweetened with the peculiar graces of her own mind. When
we unbent our thoughts with the charms of poetry, when we
read together the poems of Orpheus, Mufeus, and Linus, with
what tafte did the difcern every excellence in them! My feclings
were dull, compared to her’s. She feemed herlelf to be the
Mufe who had infpired thofe verfes, and had tuned their lyres

o
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to infufe into the hearts of mankind the love of wildom and
virtue, and the fear of the Gods. THow beneficent was fhe,
how tender to my. people! what care did fhe take to inftru&
them in all the finer elegant arts; to relieve the neceflitiesof
the fick and aged; to fuperintend the education of children;
to do my fubjeéts every good office of kind interceflion ; to lay
before mec their wants, to mediate for thofe who were uu]-_'Ei:; of
mercy, to {ue for thofe who deferved the favours of the crown !
And thall I banifh myfel f for ever from fuch a confort? [hal 1
give up her focicty for the brutal joysof a fenfual life, keeping
1=‘.dwd the form of 2 man, but having loft the human foul, or
at leaft all its noble and godlike powcas? Oh Circe, it is im-
poflible ; I can’c bear the thought.

CIRCE.

Be gone—don t imagine that I alk you to ftay, /e daughter
.-:-f"z‘la. /ﬁ:,. 1s not_ f{o mean- ipul{cd as to folicit a mortal to
{hare her happmcﬁ. with her, It is a happinefs which I find
you cannot v‘.'.]‘.]_iD\¢ I pity and defpife you. All you haye faid
{cems to me a jargon of fentiments fitter for a filly woman than
a great man. Go, read, and fpm too, if you pleafe, with
vour wife. I forbid yvou to remain another d'l} in my ifland.
You f(hall have a fair wind to carry you from it. After that,
may every ftorm, that Neptune can raife, purfue and over-
whelm you !—Be gone, I fay, quit my fight.

ULYSSES
Great goddefs, Iobey—but remember your oath, —

DI A-
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Mercury— An Englith Dugrrist—
A North-American SAVAGE.

THE DUELLIST.

ERCURY, Charon’s boat is on the other fide of the
water. Allow me, before it returns, to have fome con-
verfation with the North-American Savage, whom you brought
hither with me. I never before faw one of that {pecies. He
looks very grim.—Pray, fir, what is your name? I underftand
you fpeak Englifh,
8 A, V. oh\GxR
Yes, Ilearnt it in my childhood, having been bred for fome
years among the Englith of New York. But, before I was a
man, I returned to my valiant countrymen, the Mohawks;
and having been villainoufly cheated by one of yours in the
fale of fome rum, I never cared to have any thing to do with
them afterwards. Yet I took up the hatchetfor them with the
reft of my tribe in the late war againft France, and was killed
while I was out upon a fealping party. But I died very well
fatished: for my brethren were vi@orious; and, before 1 was
fhot, 1 had glorioufly fcalped feven men, and five women and
children. In a former war I had performed ftill greater exploits.
My name is zhe Bloody Bear:: ‘it was given me to exprels my

fiercenefs and valour.
DT ELETST

Bloody Bear, 1 relpe@ you, and am much your humble
fervant. My name is Tom Puthwell, very well known at
Arthur’s, I am a gentleman by my birth, and by profeliion
a gamefter and man of honour. . I have killed men in fair
fighting, in honourable fingle combat ; but don’t underftand

cutting the throats of women and children.
Aaa SAVAGE,
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SAVAGE

Sir, ‘that is our way of making war. , Lvery nation has its
cuftoms.  But, by the grimncfs of your countenance, and
that hole in your breaft, 1 prefume you were killed, as I was,
in fome fcalping party. How 11-.1;}1331}::;"; it that your enemy did
not take off your fcalp?

DUELLIST

Sir, T was killed in a duel. A friend of mine had lent mea
fum of money. After twoor three years, being in great want
himfelf, he afked me to pay him, I thought his demand,
which was fomewhat peremptory, an afiront to my honeur,
and {ent him a challenge. We met in Hyde-Park. The fellow
could not fence: I was abfolutely the adroiteft {word{fman in
England. 8ol gave him three or four wounds; but at laft he
run upon me with fuch impetuefity, that he put me out of my
play, and I could not prevent him from whipping me through
the lungs. I died the next day, as a man of honour fhould,
without any fnivelling figns of contrition or repentance : and he
will follow me foon; for his {urgeon has declared his wounds to
be mortal. It is faid, that his wife is dead of grief, and that his
family of {even children will beundone by his death. So 1 am
well revenged, and that is a comfort. For my part, I had no
wife.—1I always hated marriage: my whore will take good care
of herfelf,. and my children are provided for at the Foundling-
holpital.

SAVAGE.

Mercury, I won’t go in a boat with that fellow. He has
murdered his countryman : he has murdered his friend: I fay
pofitively, I won’t go in a boat with that fellow, I will {wim
over the river: I can [wim like a duck. :

MERCURY,
Swim over the Styx ! it muft not be done 5 it is againft the

laws of Pluto’s empire.  You muft go in the boat and be guiet.
P | 3 1

5 S A~
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SAVAGE

Don't tell me of laws: I am a Savage: I value no Jaws,
Talk of laws to the Englifhman: there are laws in his coun-
try, and yet you fee he did not regard them. For they could
never allow him to kill his fellow-fubject, in time of peace,  be-
caufe he afked him to pay a debt. T know indeed, that the
Englith are 2 barbarous nation; but they can’t poflibly be {o
brutal as to make fuch things lawful.

MERCURY.

You reafon well again{t him. But how comes it that you
are fo offended with murder; you, who have frequently mal-
facred women in their fleep, and children in their cradle?

S AVAGE

I killed none but my enemies: ‘I never killed my own
countrymen : 1 never kiiled my friend :—Here, take my blan-
ket, and let it come over in the boat; but fee that the mur-
derer does not fit upon it, or touch it. If he does, T will burn
‘¢ inftantly in the fire I {ee yonder. Farewell.—I am. deter-
mined to fwim over the water.

MERCURY.

By this touch of my wand I deprive thee of all thy ftrength.
— Swim now if thou canft.

S AV AGE,

This is a potent enchanter.—Reftore me my ftrength, and
| lﬁ.rt);‘nii_t.' to obey thee.

MERCURY.

I reftore it; butbe orderly, and do as I bid you: otherwife
worfe will befall you, :

DUELLIST

Mercury,. leave him to me, Il tutor him for you. Sirral

=

Savage, doft thou pretend to be afhamed of my company ?
dof thou know that 1 have kept the belt company in l'l'.]g__}j:l-:-d?

Aaaz SAVAGE

i3
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$IAVAGE
I know thou art a feoundrel.—Not pay thy debts!. kill thy
friend who lent thee money for afking thee for it! Get out of
my fight. . T will drive thee into Styx.
MERCUR Y.
Stop.—I command thee. No violence.—Talk to him calmly.
SAYV AGE.

I muft obey thee.—Well, fir, let me know what merit you
had, to introduce you into good company ? what could you do?
DUELLIST.

Siry T gamed, as I told you.—Befides, I kept a good table.
I eat as well as any man either in England or France.

S AVAGE :

Eazr! did you ever eat the liver of a Frenchman, or his leg,
or his/thoulder ! There is fine eating | 1 have eat twenty.—M
table was always wel/ ferved. My wife was efteemed the beft
cook for the drefling of man’s fleth in all North-America.
You will not pretend to compare your eating with mine ?

DUELLEST.

T danced very finely,

SAVAGE

F'll dance with 'thee for thy ears—1I can dance all day long.

I ccan dance the war-dasce with more {pirit than any man of

my ! nation. - Let us fee thee begin it. How thou ftandeft like

a poft! Has Mercury flruck thee with his enfeebling rod ? - or

art thou afhamed to let us fee how aukward thou art? If he

would permit me, I would teach thee to dance in a way that

thou haft never yet learnt. But what elfe canft thou do, thou
bragging rafcal ?

DPUELLIST.
O heavens! muft I bear this! What can I do with this fel-
low'? 1 have neither fword, nor piftol.  And his fhade feems

to be twice as ftrong as mine.
MERCURY.
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M ERCURY.

Vou muflt anfiver hiis queftions; It was your @wrs defire to
liave a converfation “with him.  He is not well bred s vbuthe
will tell you fome truths, which you muft neceffarily hearowhen
you come before Rhadamanthus.  He afked you what you
could do-béfides cating and!dancing.

DUERLLLSET.

I fung very agreeably.
§AVAGE.
Let me hear you fing your death fong, or the war whoop.
I challenge you to fing—Come, begin.~—The  fellow " is
mute.—Mercury, this is a fiar.—He has told: us nothing but
Jies. Let me pull out his tongue-

piviE ¥ 18 T
The lie given me J—and alas''T dare not refent it. What
an indelible difgrace to the family of the Puthwells! This in-

deed 1s damnaiiosn,
MERCUR Y.

Here, Charon, take thefe two Savages to your care. How
far the barbarifm of the Mohawk will excufe his horrid a&s, I
Jeave Minos to judge. But what can be faid for the other, for
the Englithman? The cuftom of duelling? A bad excufe at the
beft | but here it cannot avail. The fpirit that urged him to
draw his fword againft his friend is not that of bemour ; it isthe
fpirit of the Furies, and to them he muft go.

S AV AGE,

If he is to be punifhed for his wickednefs, turn him over
to me. 1 perfedly underftand the art of tormenting. Sirrah,
I begin my work with this kick on your breech.

DUELLIST.
Oh my honour, my honour, to what infamy art thou

fallen! 1
DI A-
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Priny TuiE Erper,—PrIiNYy THE YOUNGER,

PLINY THE ELDER.

HE account that you give me, nephew, of your beha-

; v1ou1, amidit the terrors &nd pf.rh:, that accor np.._.h -d the
firlt eru]}tmn of Vefuvius, does not pleafc me much. There
was more of vanity in it than of true magnpa mimity. Not h;;';g 15
great that is unnatural and affected. W hen the earth was
{h aking ' beneath  you, when the whole heaven was darkened
with {ulplum.om clouds ; when all nature feemed falling E;m}
its final deftru@ion, to be reading Livy, and making extratts,
was an ablurd Jﬂl‘,&&tiun. To meet danger with courage, is
maply ; but to be infenfible of . it, is brutal ftupidity ; d"fl to
pretend infenfibility, where it cannot be {uppofed, is ridicu-
lous falfenefs. . When you afterwards refufed to leave your aged
mother, and fave yourfelf without he!, you indeed acted 11m=]\ :
II: was alfo b:.{.ormne; a Roman to keep up her [pirits, amudlt all
he herrors of that tremendous feene, by fhewing yourfelf un-
d|[.n:l~,tc.1. But the real merit and ¢ sjlon of thn l’“'L of your

behaviour is funk by the other, which gives an air of oftenta-.

tion and vanity to the whole.

PLINY THE YOUNGER.

That vulgar minds fhould confider my attention to my
fludies in fuch a conjunéture as unnatural and affeéted, I
fhould not much wonder.. But that you would blame it as
fuch, I did not apprchend ; you, whom no bufinefs could fe-
parate from the Mufes; you, who approached nearer to the
fiery ftorm, and died by the fuffocating heat of the vapeur.
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PLINY THE ELDER.

367

[ died in doing my duty. = Let me recall to your remem- V. Epit. 16.

ce all the particulars, and then you (hall jimi;_:,-.-
on the difference of your behaviour and mine. 1 was the pre-
fo@t of the Roman fleet which then lay at Mifenum. On the

wecount I received of the very unufual cloud that appeared
in the air, I ordered a veffel to carry me out, to fome diftance
from the fhore, that I might the betrer obferve the: phanome-
non, and endeavour to difcover its nature and caufe. This I
did, asa philofopher ; and it was a curiofity proper and natural
to an inquifitive mind. 1 offered to take you with me, and
furely you fhould have gone; for Livy might have been read
at any other time, and fuch fpettacles are not frequent. When
I came out from my houfe, T found all the inhabitants of Mi-
fenum flying to the fea. That I might affift them, and all
others who dwelt on the coaft, I immediately commanded the
whole fleet to put out, and failed with it all round the bay of
Naples, [teering particularly to thofe ' parts of the fhore where
the danger was grc;atc—:l’t, and from whence the affrighted people
were endeavouring to efcape with the moft trepidation. Thus
I happily preferved {ome thoufands of lives 3 noting at the faime
time, with an unfhaken compofure and freedom of mind, the
feveral phxnomena of the eruption. - Towards night, «s'we
;11.111'{',:'-_(-.53L'J to the foot of Mount Vefuvius, our gallies'were
covered with afhes, the fthowers of ! i
hotter and hotter ; then pumice {tones
pyrites, began to fall on our heads; and

topt by the
obfiacles which the ruins of the vuleat r formed,
by falling into the fea, and almolt fll
the coat. I then commanded my pilot
my.friend Pomponianus, which, you know, was {ituated 1
the inmoft recefs of the bay. The

to carfy mec thither, but would not allow

ing it up, on that part ol

% [ IR 5 I ald L
Lo 1ieer 1o the villd {.Ji

i
ind was very favourable
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the thore, as he was defirous to have done. We were there-
fore conftrained to”pafs'the night in his houfe, The family
watched, and I {lept; till the heaps of pumice flones, which
inceflantly fell from the clouds, that had by this time been im-
pelled to that fide of the bay, rofe fo high in the area of the
apartment I lay in, tshat, if I had ftaid any longer, I-could not
thave got out; and the earthquakes wers{o violent, as to threa-
ten every moment the fall of the houfe. We therefore thought
it more fafe to go into the open air, guarding our heads, as
well as we were able, with pillows tied upon them, The wind
continuing contrary, and the fea very rough, we all remained
on the thore, till the defcent of a {ul phureous and fiery vapour
duddenly opprefled my weak lungs, and put an end to my
life. In all this I hepe that I aGed as the duty of my ftation
required, .and with true magnanimity. But on this occafion,
and in many other parts of your condué@, I muft fay, my dear
nephew, there was a mixture of vanity blended with your
wirtue, which impaired and difgraced it. Without that, vou
would have been one of the worthieft men whom Rome has
ever produced: for none excelled you in fincere ntegrity of
heart and greatnefs of fentiments, Why would you lofe the
{ubftance of glory, by feeking the fhadow ?—Your eloquence
had, I think, the fame fault as your manners: it was generally
too affeied. You profefled to make Cicero your guide and
pattern. But when one reads his panegyric upon Julius Cafar,
in his oration for Marcellus, and your's upon Trajan; the firft
feems the genuine language of truth and nature, raifed and dig-
nified with all the majelty of the moft fublime oratory : the
latter appears the harangue of a florid rhetorician, more defirous
to fbine, and to fet off his own wit, than to extol the preat
man whofe virtues he was praifing.

PLINY
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PLINY THE: YOUNGER,

I will not queftion’ your judgement either of my:life. ot my
writings. They might both have been better; 'if I.'had not
been too folicitous to render-them  perfe. It is perhaps fome
excufe for the affe@ation of my fiyle, that it was:the fathion of
the ‘age in- which I wrote. «-Even the eloquence of Tacitus,
however nervous and {fublime, was not unaffeéted. + Mine in=
deed was more diffufe, and the ornaments of it were more
tawdry 5| but his laboured concifenefs, 'the. conftant’ ¢/ow of his
diéion; and pointed brilliancy of ‘his fentences; were no lefs
unnatural. - One principal caufe of this I fuppole to have been,
that as we defpaired: of .excelling the two. great mafters of
oratory, Cicero and Livy, in their ‘own manner, 'we: took up
another, which; to/‘many,appeared:more fhining;and gave
our compofitions a more ‘original ity «/Buat vit is umortifying
to me to fay much on this fubje@.  Permit 'me therefore to
refume the contemplation of that on- which-our 'converfation
turned before. ' Whatra direful “calamity was ‘the' eruption of
Vefuvius, which youhave: been-defcribingl Don’t you re-
member the beauty of that fine coaft; and of ‘the: mountain
itfelf,  before it was torn 'with the violence of -thofe internal
fivés,  that forced their way ‘through :its furface.’ The foot of
it was covered with corn’ fields and rich!meadows, interfperfed
with  fplendid willas, and' magnificent towns: the fides of it
were cloathed with the beft vines in Italy. ' How quick; how
unexpected, how: terrible was the change! Alliwas at once
overwhelmed, with afhes, cinders, broken>rocks, and fiery
torrentsy: prefenting to the eye the moft difmal feene of horroe
and. defolation !

PLINY THE ELDER.

You paint it very truly.— But has it never occurred to your
philofophical mind, that this change is a ftriking emblem of

that’ which muft happen, by the natural courfe of things, to

Bbb every-
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every rich, luxurious ftate! While the inhabitants of itare funk
in voluptumtimfs, while all is ﬁn:lmg around them, and they
imagine that no evil, no danger is nigh, the latent feeds of
e fnindioh Yare fermenting  within ; till, brcakmg out on a
{udden, they lay walfte all their opulence, all their boafted de-
lights ; and leave them a fad monument of the fatal effedts of

internal tempefts and conv nulfions.

DIALOGUE VI

Fernanpo CorTez—Wirriam PeEnn,

CORTELZ

S it poflible, William Penn, that you fhould ferioufly com-
pare your glory with mine! the planter of a fmall colony
in North-America prefume to vie with the conqueror of the
great Mexican empire!
PENN

Friend, I pretend to no glory,—the Lorp preferve me from
it!—All glory is Ass;—but this I fay, that I was bis inflru-
ment in a more glorious work than that performed by thee:
incomparably more glorious.

CORTE Z.

Doft thou not know, William Penn, that with lefs than fix
hundred Spanith foot, eighteen horfe, and a few fmall picces
of cannon, I fought and defeated innumerable armies of ver
brave men, dethroned an emperor who had been raifed to the
throne by his valour, and excelled all his countrymen in the
fcience of war, as much as they excelled all the reft of the Weft
Indian nations? that I made him my prifoner in his own ca-

pital 5
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pital; and, after he had been depofed and flain by his fubje@s,
vanquifthed and took Guatimozin, his fucceffor, and accomplifhed
my conqueft of the whole empire of Mexico, which' I loyally
annexed to the Spanifh crown ? Doft thou not know, that;in do-
ing thefe wonderful atls, 1 fhewed as much courage as Alexander
the Great, as much prudence as Ceefar ? that, by my palicy, 1
ranged under my banners the powerful commonwealth of Tlaf~
cala, and brought them to affift me in fubduing the Mexicans,
though with the lofs of their own beloved independence? and
that, to confummate my glory, when the governor of Cuba, Ve~
lafquez, would have taken my command from me, and facri-
ficed me to his envy and jealoufy, I drew from him all his
forces, and joined them to my own, thewing myfelf as fuperior
to all other Spaniards as I was to the Indians?

P E N N

I know very well that thou waft as fierce as a lion, and as
fubtle as a ferpent. .~ The devil, perhaps, may place thee as high
in bis black lif} of heroes as Alexander or Cxfar. It is not my
bufinefs to interfere with him in fettling thy rank. But hark
thee, friend Cortez—What right hadft thou, or had the king of
Spain himfelf; to the Mexican empire ? Anfwer me that, if thou
canft.

coR TR 2

The pope gave it to my mafter.

P E N N

The devil offered to give our Loz b all the kingdoms of the
earth; and I fuppofe the pope, as bis vicar, gave thy mafler this:
in return for which he fe// down and worfbiped bim, like an
idolater as he was. But fuppofe the high prieft of Mexico bad
taken it into his head to give Spain to Motezuma, would his

grant have been good ?

Bbb= C 0 R-
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CORTER Z
Thefe are queftions of cafuiftry, which it is not the bufinefs

of a foldier to decide. ~ We leave that to gownfmen. . But pray,
Mr. Penn, what right had you to the province you {ettled ¢ #

PE N N.

. An honeft right of fair purchafe. We gave the native favages
1(J_nme things they wanted, and they in return gave us lands they
did not want, All was amicably agreed on, not a drop of blood
{hed to ftain our acquifition.

CORTE 2

I am afraid there was a little fraud in the Purchafc. Thy
followers, William Penn, are faid to think cheating in a quiet

and {ober way no mortal fin.
plE N Ne

The faints are always calummiated by the ungedly. Butit
was a fight which an angel might contemplate with delight, to
behold the colony I fettled ! to/fee us living with the Indians
like innocent lambs, and taming the ferocity of their barbarous
manners by the gentlenefs of ours! to fee the whole country,
which before was an uncaltivated wildernefs, rendered as fer-
tile and fair as the garden of God! O Fernando Cortez, Fer-
nando Cortez | didit thou leave the great empire of Mexico in
that ftate? No, thou hadft turned thofe delightful and popu-
fert, a defert flooded with blood. Doft
thou not remember that moft infernal fcene, when the noble
emperor Guatimozin was firetched out by thy foldiers upon hot

burning coals, to make him difcover into what part of the lake

of Mexico he had thrown the royal treafures ? are not his
arans ever founding in the ears of thy confcience? do not they
—nd thy Hard heart, and ftrike thee with moare horror than the

}'clls of the Furies?

lous regions 1nto a de
L

Cc O EB=




B LAl 000Gz U iEy Y.

€ 0O R T B Zi

Alas! I was not prefent when that dire a@ was done.. ~Had I
been there, I would have forbidden it.. My nature was mild.

F E N -N.

Thou waft the captain of that band of robbers, who did this
hosrid deed.  The advantage they had drawn from thy counfels
and condu& enabled them to commit it: and thy ikill faved
them afterwards from the vengeance that was due to fo enor-
mous a crime. The enraged Mexicans would have properly
punifthed them for it if they had not had thee for their general,
thou lieutenant of Satan.

COVR.TUE &

The faints 1 find can 7ai/, William Penn.  But how do you
hope to preferve this admirable colony which you have fettled ?
Your people, you tell me, live like innocent lambs. Are there
no wolves in North America to devour thole Jambs 2 But if the
Americans {hould continue in perpetual peace with all your fuc-
ceflors therey the French will not. . Are the inhabitants of Penn-
fylvania to make war again{t them with prayers and preaching ?
If fo, that garden of Gop, which you fay you have planted,
will undoubtedly be their prey, and they will take from you
your property, your laws, and your religion.

PEN N
The Lorp's will be done! The Lorp will defend us,
againit the rage of our encmies, if it be his good pleafure.
o0 R T E &

Is this the wifdom of a great legiflator? I have heard fome
of vour countrvmen compare you to Solon! did Solon, think
you, give laws to a people, and leave thole laws and that people

at
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at the mercy of every invader? The firlt bufinefs of legiflature
15, to provide a military firength that may defend the whole
fyflem. If a houfe is built in a land of robbers, without a gate
to fthut, ora belt or bar to fecure it, what avails it how well-
proportioned, or how commodious, the archite@ure of it may
be? Is it richly furnifhed within? the more it will tempt the
hands of violence and of rapine to feize its wealth. The world,
William Penn, is all a land of robbers, Any ftate or common-
wealth ercéted therein muft be well fenced and fecured by good
military inftitutions ; or, the happier it is in all other refpeds,
the greater will be its danger, the more fpeedy its: deftrudtion.
Perhaps the neighbouring Englith colonies may for a while pro-
tet your's: but that precarious fecurity cannot always preferve
you. . Your plan of government muft be changed, or your
colony will be loft. What I have faid is alfo applicable to
Great Britain itfelf. . If an encreafeof its wealth be not accom-
panied with an encreafe of its torce, that wealth will become
the prey of fome of the neighbouring nations, in which the mar-
tial {pirit is more prevalent than the commercial.  And what-
ever praife may be due to its civil inftitutions, if thc_v are not
guarded by a wife {yftem of military policy, they will be found
of no value, being unable to prevent their own diffolution,

PP E N N.
Thele are fuggeflions of human wildom. The do@rines I
held were infpired; they came Jrom above,

&0 RIT.E Zi

It is blafphemy to fay, that any folly could coms Srom the
Fountain of Wifdom. Whatever is inconfiftenit with the great
laws of nature, and with the neceffary ftate of human fociety,
cannot poflibly have been infpired by Gop. Self-defence is as
necefiary to nations as to men.  And fhall particulars have a
right which nations have not? “T'rue religion, William Penn,
15
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is the perfefion of reafon. = Fanaticifm is the difgrace; the de-
ftruétion of reafon.
P E N N

Though what thou fayeft thould bc true, it does not come
well from thy mouth. A Papifi talk of ?eqfor /' Go to the
Inquifition, and tell them of reafon, and the great laws of na-
ture. ‘They will broil thee, as thy foldiers broiled the unhappy
Guatimozin. Why doft thou turn pale? Is it the name of the
Inquifition, -or the name of Guatimozin, that troubles and af-
frights thee ! O wretched man! who madeft thyfelf a volunta-
ry inftrument to carry into a new-difcovered world that hellifh
tribunal | Tremble and fhake when thou thinkeft, that every
murder the inquifitors have committed, every torture they
have infli¢ted on the innocent Indians, is originally owing to
thee. Thou muft anfwer to Gop for all their inhumanity, for
all their injuftice. ~'What wouldft thou give to part with the
renown of thy conquefts, and to have a conicience as pure
and undifturbed as mine?

CrOR TR

I feel the force of thy words, They ]m:ice me like dag-
gers. . I can never, never be happy, while I retain any memory
of the ills I have caufed.- Yet I thought I did right. I
1110L1ght I laboured to advance the glory uf Gop, and propa-
gate in the remoteft parts of the earth his holy Rehgion.
I—J{: will be merciful to well-defigning and pious error.. Thou
alfo wilt have need of that gracious indulgence; though not,
I own, fo much as I.

P E-N N
Afk thy heart, whether ambition was not thy real motive,
and zeal the pretence?
G QR T B W
Afk thine, whether thy zeal had no werldly views, and
whether thou didft believe all the nonfenfe of the fect, at the
7 head
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head of which thou waft pleafed to become a legiflator. Adieu'l
—Self-examination requires retirement.

DT'ALOGUE IX:

Marcus PorTius Cato.—Messarra CorviNuS.

C A T"O

H Meflallal—is it then poflible that what fome of our

countrymen tell me fhould be true? Is it poffible that you
could live the courtier of O&avius, that you could 'u,{,cpt of
employments and honours from him, from the tyrant of your
x,oumw' you, the brave, the noble-minded, the virtuous Meflalla ;
you, whom, I remember, my fon-in-law Brutus has frequently
extolled, as the moft prmmﬁng youth in Rome, tutored by
Phliufmph\ trained up in arms, fLouung all thofe foft, effe-
minate pleafures, that reconcile men to an eafy and indolent
fervitude, fit for all the rougheft tafks of lmnour and virtue,
fit to live or to d7e a freeman ?

MESSALLA.

Marcus Cato, I revere both your life and your death: but
the laft, permit-me to tell you, did no good to your country ;
and 'the former would have done more, if you could have mi-
tigated a little the fternnefs of your virtue, I will not fay of your
pnde. For my own part, I adhered with conftant integrity and
unwearied zeal to the republic, w ‘hile the republic exifted. I
fought for her at P}u]mpi, under the only commander, who,
if he had cowqmr“(e, would have conquered for her, not for
himfelf;,  When he was dead, I faw that nothing remained to
my country but the cheice of a mafler. I chole the befi.

cl A T

The beft!—What! a man who had broken all laws, who had
violated all trufts, who had led the armies of the common-

wealth
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wealth againft Antony, and then, joined with him and, that
fottifh traitor Lepidus, to fetupa riumvirate more execrable
by far than either of the former; who fhed the beft blood
Rome by an inhuman profeription; murdered even his own
guardian ; murdered Cicero, to whofe confidence, too impro-
vidently given, he owed all his power! Was this the malter
you chofe ? could you bring-your tongue to give him the name
of Auguflus? could you ftoop to beg confulfhips and triumphs
from him ? Oh fhame to virtue! O degeneracy of Rome! To
what infamy are her fons, her nioblelt fons, fallen! The thopght
of it pains me more than the wound that I died of': "1t ftabs
my foul.
MBS S LAAY.

Moderate, Cato, the vehemence of your indignation. There
has always been too much paflion mixed with your virtue.
The enthufiafm you are poffefled with is a noble one;
but it difturbs your judgement. Hear me with patience, and
with the tranquillity that becomes a philofopher. It 1s true,
that O&avius had done all you have faid : but it is no lefstrug,
that in our circumftances he was the beft mafter Rome could
chufe, His mind was fitted by nature for empire, His un-
derflanding was clear, and ftrong.  His pafiions were cool; and
under the abfolute command of his reafon. His name gave
him ‘an authority over the' troops and the people, which ' mo
other Roman could poflefs in an equal degree.  He uled that
authority to reftrain the excefles of both, which it was no
longer in the power of the fenate to reprefs, nor of any other
general, or magifirate in the ftate. He reftored difeipline in
ourarmies, ‘the firlt means of falvation, without which' no
legal government could have beer formed or fupported.- “He
avoided all odious and invidious names. He maintained and
refpected thofe which time and long habits had endeared to the
Roman people. He permitted a generous liberty of fpeech.
He treated the nobles of Pompey’s party as well as thofe of his

Ccc father's,
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father's, if they did Iot themfelves, for factious purp oles, Lccp
vp the diftin&ion. ¢ formed a plan of government, mode-
rate, decent, Ln.lper:ul‘:.‘., which left the fenate its majefty, and
fome of its power. He reftored vigour and fpirit to the laws ;
he made new. and good ones for the reformation of manners ;
he enforced their execution; he governed t'r.;, empire with
lenity, jultice, and glory: he humhlud the pride of the Par-
thians; he broke the fiercenefs of the barbarous nations: he
gave to his country, exhaufted and ]mgm[hmg with the great
Jnl:. of blood, w hich fhe had fuftained in the courfe of fo many
civil wars, th\. blefling of peace ; a blefling which was become
{o neceffary for her, that without it fhe Loul-:l enjoy no other.
In doing thefe things, I acknowled lge, he had my afliftance. I i
am proudcr of it, Lmd I think I can juftify my fdf more effec-
tually to my country, than if I had died by my own hand at
Philippi.  Believe me, Cato, itis better 7o s jmm zood than to
prajeét a great deal. A ]lltft. pracicable virtue is r:i more ufe
to fociety than the moft {ublime theory, or the beft principles
of government ill applied.

e, gk L

Yet I muft think it was beneath the chara@er of Meflalla to
1(3.11 in {fupporting-a government, which, though coloured and
I.ntl gated, was ftill a tyranny. Had you not bcttu have gone
into a valuntary exile, where you would not have feen the face of
the tyrant, and where you might have quietly pmcufui thofe
private virtues, which are all 1]1.1!: the gods require from good
men in certain fituations ?

MESS ALLA.

No:—I did much more good by continuing at Rome. Had
"suguﬂm r:.qunuf of me any thing bafe, any thing fervile, I
would have gone into exile; I would have died, rather than do
it.—But he 1tfpu’1cd my virtue, he refpected my :lrgmw- he
treated me as well as Agrippa, or as Mzcenas, with this dif-

5 tinétion
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tin@ion alone, that he never employed my fword but againft

foreign nations, or the old enemies of thu-rcpublac.
CATO

It muft, I own, have been a pleafure to be employed againit
Antony, that monfter of vice, who plotted the ruin of liberty,
and the raifing of himfelf to fovereign power, amidft the riot
of Bacchanals, and in the embraces of harlots: who, when he
had attained to that power, delivered it up toa lafcivious queen,
and would have made an Egyptian ftrumpet the miftrefs of
Rome, if the battle of A&ium had not faved us from #2ar /af?
of misfortunes.

M E-5:5.A L LA

In that battle I had a confiderable fhare. So I had in en-
couraging the liberal arts and fciences, which Auguftus pro-
tected. Under his judicious patronage the Mufes made Rome
their capital feat. It would have pleafed you to have known
Virgil, Horace, Tibullus, Ovid, Livy, and many more, whofe
names will be illuftrious to all generations.

CATO.

I underftand you, Meflalla. Your Auguftus and you, after
the ruin of our liberty, made Rome a Greek city, an academy
of fine wits, another Athens under the government of Deme-
trius Phalareus. 1 had much rather have feen her under Fa-
bricius and Curius, and her other honeft old confuls, who
could not read.

MESSALLA

Yet to thefe writers fhe will owe as much. of her glory as {he
did to thofe heroes. I could fay ‘more, a great deal more,
on the happinefs of the mild dominion of Auguftus. I might
even add, that the valt extent of the empire, the factions of
the nobility, and the corruption of the people, which no laws
under the ordinary magiftrates of the ftate were able to refirain,
feemed neceflarily to require fome change in the government:

Ccc 2 that
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that Cato himfelf, had he remained upon earth, could have
done us no good, unlefs he would have yielded to become our
prince.  But I fee you confider me as a deferter from the re-
public, and an apologift for a tyrant. I therefore leave you to
the company of thole ancient Romans, for whole fociety you
were always much fitter than for that of your contemporaries.
Cato [hould have lived with Fabricius and Curius, not with
Pompey and Cefar.

TN TSN TR
DA LOGUE X

CarisTina, Queen of Sweden.—Chancellor OxensTiERN.

CHRISTINA.
OU feem to avoid me, Oxenftiern; and, now we are met,
you don’t pay me the reverence that is due to your queen!
Have you forgotten that I was your fovereign ?

OXENSTIERN

[ am not your fubjeét here, madam j but you have forgotten,
that you yourfelf broke that bond, facl freed me from 1 m\ al-
lcm.mcc, many years before you died, by abdicating the crown,
.%a:nﬂ my advice and the 1nr.hnmu.1 of your pcopl Reve-
rence here is paid only to virtue.

CHRISTIN A.

[ fee you would mortify me, if it were in your power, for
adting au.t.nh your advice. But my fame does not depend
upon your ]ucicrunun. All Europe admired the greatnefs of my
mind in refigning a crown, to dedicate mylelf Cl]tlr{]'\' to the
love of the {ciences and the fine arts: tlnngs of which you had
ua tafte in barbarous Sweden, the realm of Goths and Vandals,

O XEN-
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OXENSTIERN,

There is hardly any mind s greaz for a crown; but there
are many 200 little. . Ate you ﬂ.r-., madam, ‘it was magnani-
mity, that ca afed you to fly from the government of a !m:g-
dom, which your anceftors, and particularly your heroic father,
Guftavus, had ruled with fo much glory ?

CHRISTINA.

Am I fure of it? Yes:

ment, 1 have that of many learned men and beaux efprits mf
all countries, who have celebrated my action as the perfedtion
of hereifm.

and to confirm my owi judge

e S

OXENSTIERN
Thofe beausx efprits judged according to their predominant
paflion. 1 have heard young ladies exprefs their admiration of
Mark Antony for heru;c.ﬂiv leaving his feer at the battle
of A&ium, to follow his miftrefs. Your paffion for literature
had the fame effe& upon you. But w hy did not you indulge
it in a manner more lemnmsv yvour birth and an. why did
not you bring the Mulfes to 'm.u:chn, infltead of deferting that
kmgjaum to iu,ﬁ. them iIn Rome? Fora p;mrﬂ_ to L'au.umw
and protect arts and fciences, and more efpecially to nftruct an
illiterate pr,np]:u, and infpire them with knc J'\vl»i':__: politenefs,
and fine tafte, is indeed an a& of true greatnels.
CHRLSTIN A
The Swedes were too grr:!} to be refined by any culture,
which I could have given to theic dull, their half-frozen fouls.
Wit and genius require the infuence of a more Southern
climate,

OXENSTIER N
The Swedes too grofs! No, madam: not even the Rufiians
are too grofs ta be refined, if they had a prince to infkruét them.
CHRTSTINA

It was too tedious a work for the vivacity of my temperto

:
1
polith bears into men: I fhould have died of tl

1e ls\..Ll'l herorc

].]1 (J.




DIALOGU ESVUOF THE' DE A D.

I, had, made any pmﬁcicncy in'it.© My defire was to fhine
among thofe'who were 'qualified to putftrL of my talents. At
],m.t., at Rome, I had the glory of fhewing the French and
Italian wits, that the North could produce oz¢ not inferior to
them. They beheld me with wonder. The homage I hiad
received in my P‘ll-‘.i{.'{: at Stockholm was paid to my ,-nm[\, :
that which I drew from the French and Roman academies was
paid to my talents. How much more glorious, how much
more de huh ful to an elegant and rational mmd was the latter
than the former! Could you once have felt the joy, the tranf.
port of my heart; when T faw the greateft ’mt]]ms, and all the
celebrated artifts, in the moft learned and civilized countries of
Europe, bringing their works to me, and fubmitting the me-
rit of them to my decifions ; when I faw the FJhllOf(‘Jphd’S, the
rhetoricians, the poets, mdkmg my judgement the ftandard of
their reputation; you would not wonder that I preferred the
empire of wit to any other empire,
OXENSTIERN

O great Guftavas! my. ever honoured, my adored mafter!
0 <rrc'1tcﬁ of kings, greateft in valour, in virtue, in wifdom,
wuh what mrl.-r*u.lt,on muft thy foul, mt]nn.. d in heaven,
have looked LlU»". n on thy um"mt.h\’ thy degenerate daughter!
With what {hame muft thou have feen her ra: ;1b ing about from
court to court, deprived of her royal di gnity, debafed into a
pedant, a witling, a f: natterer in {c u]p ure ant 1 p ainting, reduced
to beg or buy ﬂ«.l[[&‘!} rom each needy |t,..mr1c1 i, or hireling
poet! I weep to think on this L\.m, this difhonourable {tain,
to thy illuftrious blood! Ard yet- would to Gop! would
to Gop! this was all the pollution it has fuffered !

C.H RIS TI'N A,
Dareft thou, Oxenftiern, in-.:_mtc any blemifh to my honour ?

OXENSTIERN.
Mac .tm, the world will ‘L wrce refpeét the frailties of queens
when they are on | their thrones; much lefs when they hiave

volun tarily
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voluntarily degraded themfelves to the level of the vulgar,
And if feandalous tongues have unjuftly afperfed their Ivne,
the way to clear it is not by an afjaffination.
CHRISTINA

Oh! that I were alive again, and reftored to my throne,
that I might 111m'1111 the infolence of this hoary traitor —But,
fce! he leaves me, he turns his back upon me with cool con-
rempt[—,—‘x!:‘u! do T not deferve this fcorn? In {pite of my{ {elf
I muft confefs that I do.—O ﬁ-’nnit}‘, how fhort-lived are the
pleafures thou beftoweft! I was thy votary: thou waflt the
god for whom I changed my religion. For thee I forfook my
country and my throne/ " Wikat' compenfation have I gained
for all thefe facrifices, fo lavifhly, fo imprudently made? Some
>uffs of incenfe from authors, who 1]10115311* their fatt crf due
to the rank I had held, or hoped to advance themfelves by my
recommendation, or, at beft, over-rated my paflion for litera-
ture, and praifed me, to raife the value of thofe talents with
which they were endowed, But in the efteem of wife men I

ftand very low: and zheir effeerm alone is the true mealure of
J » 7 s

ghry, Nothing, I perceive, can give the mind a lafting joy,
but the confcioufnefs of having pu[mmul our dutv n t]ml fta~-
'EI('}I], which it has ple fed the divine Providence to aflign to us.

The glory of virtue is folid and eternal: all other will fade
away like a thin vapoury cloud, on w huh the cafual glance
of fome faint beams of light has {wpmll{‘:.ll]y 111m11nttd their
weak and tranfient colours.

e A el Aaf Vol Nt Nl e
R

DIALOGUE XL
Tirus Vespasianus.—PusLius CornELIUS Scrpio AFRICANUS,
T e
N O—Scipio, I can’t give place to you in this.—In other re-
{pects 1 acknowledge myfelf your inferior, though T was
emperor of Rome, and you onh’ her conful. T think your tri-

LIITIj"!".'
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u nph over Carthage more glorious than mine over I'L,(l.i':'l : but

in that I gained over love, 1 mm'i efteem myfelf fuperior to you,

ough your g renerofity with reea |.i to the fair CL,EI'; yerian, your

Y

L LS
captive, has been celebrated fo highly.

SR o R -5 i K

Fame has been then unjuft to your merit : for little s faid
of the continence of Titus s but mine has been the favol .,i:': to-
pic of eloquence in every age and country.

b e e R

It has:—and in particular your great hiftorian Livy has
poured for rth all l]‘a.. ornaments of his admirable rhetoric to em-
bellith and dignify that part of your ftory. I had a A gres ¢t hifto-

rian too, Com elias Tacitus: but either from the brevity which
he affe@ed in writing, or E.u n the feverity of his nature, which,
never having felt the paflion of love, thous ght the fubduing of
it too ealy a udmx to deferve great encor niums, he has b meud
but three lines upon my parting with Rurmu,, which colft me
more pain, and greater efforts of mind, than the conqueft of

_]f..ruﬂdun.

s c1PT1O,

I wilh to hear from vourfelf the hiftory of that p: arting, and
what could make it fo hard and IJJ..Jlul to you.

T i T U 6

While I ferved in Paleftine under the ampm,s of my ftt‘nr,
\Eﬁnimn, I became acquainted with Iaf”cmu, fifter to Kiny

Agrippa, and who was hu.Llf a queen in one of L]m.\_ Faftern
countries. She was the moft beautiful woman in Af1 123 but fhe
had graces more irrefiftible ftill than her beauty. She had all
the infinuation and wit of Cleopatra, without her coquetry. I
loved her, and was beloved : fhe loved my pmiun, not my
ofeatnels. Her tendernefs, her fidelity, (o enflamed my pal Tion
her, that I gave her a promife of marr inge.

a1
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What do I hear? A Roman fenator promife to marry a queen !
TIL T U S
I expected, Scipio, that your ears would be offended with
the found of fuch a match. But confider that Rome was very
different in my time from Rome in your’s. The ferocious pride
of our ancient republican fenators had bent itfelf to the obfe-
quious complaifance of a court. Berenicé made no doubt, and
1 flattered myfelf, that it would not be inflexible in this point
alone. But we thought it neceflary to defer the completion of
our wifhes till the death of my father. On that event the Ro-
man empire, and (what 1 knew fhe valued more) my hand,
became due to her, according to my engagements.
s 1?10
The Roman empire due to a Syrian queen! Oh Rome, how
art thou fallen! Accurfed be the memory of O&avius Cefar,
who, by opprefling its liberty, fo lowered the majefty of the
republic, that a braveand virtuous Roman, in whom was vefted
all the power of that mighty ftate, could entertain fuch a
thought! But did you find the fenate and people {o fervile, fo
loft to all fenfe of their honour and dignity, as to affront the great
genius of imperial Rome, and the eyes of her tutelary gods, the
eyes of Jupiter Capitolinus, with the fight of a queen, an Afiatie
queen, on the throne of the Cefars?
T 1T U S
I.did not;—they judged of it as you, Scipio, judge; they
detefted, they difdained it. In vain did T urge to fome parti-
cular friends, who reprefented to me the fenfe of the fenate and
people, that a Meflalina, a Poppea, were a much greater difho-
nour to the throne of the Cafars than-a virtuous foreign
princefs*®. Their prejudices were unconquerable; I faw it
would be impoffible for me to remove them. ButI might have

ot of Berenicé in this dialogue is conformable to the idea given of her by Ra-
B & L
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ufed my authority to filence their murmurs. A liberal donative
to the foldiers; by whom I was fondly beloved, would have fe-
cured their fidelity, and confequently would have forced the
fenate and people to yield to my inclination. Berenicé knew
this, and with tears implored me not to facrifice her happinefs
and my own to an unjuit prepoflefiion. Shall I own it to you,
Publius? My heart not only pitied her, but acknowledged the
truth and folidity of her reafons. Yet fo much did I abhor the
idea of tyranny, fo much refpeé did I pay to the {entiments of
my fubjeds, that I determined to feparate myfelf from her for
ever, rather than force either the laws or the prejudices of Rome

to fubmit to my will.
Byt 12 Ik

Give me thy hand, noble Titus. Thou walt worthy of the
empire ; and Scipio A fricanus honours thy virtue.
T1TU S
My virtue can have no greater reward from the approbation of
man. | But,, o Scipio, think what anguith my heart muft have
felt, when I took that refolution, and when I communicated, it
to my dear, my unhappy Berenic¢. You faw the ftruggle of
Mafiniffa, when you forced him to give up hisbeloved Sophonifba.
Mine was a harder confli&. ~ She had abandoned him to marry
the king of Numidia. He knew that her ruling paflion was
ambition, notlove. He could not rationally efteem her, when
fhe quitted a hufband, whom fhe had ruined, who had loft his
crown and his liberty in the caufe of her country, and for her
fake, to give her perfon to him, the capital foe of that unfortu-
nate hufband. He muft, in fpite of his paffion, bave thought
her a perfidious, a deteftable woman. But I efteemed Berenicé:
fhe deferved my efteem. I was certain the would not have ac-
cepted the empire from any other hand : and had I been a pri-
vate man, {he would have raifed me to her throne. Yet I had
the fortitude, I ought, perhaps, to fay, the bardnefs of beart, to
bid her depart from my fight; depart for ever! What, o Publius,
was
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was ‘your conqueft over yourfelf; i giving: back to her be-
trothed lover the Celtiberian captive, compared' to this?! Indeed

that was no conquelt. 1 will not fo difhonour the virtue of

Scipio, as to think he could feel any ftruggle with himfelf on
that account. - A woman engaged to another, engaged by af+
fe@ion as well as vows, let her have been ever {o:beautiful,
could raife-in your heart no fentiments but compallion and

friendthip.. To have violated her, wou'd have been an aét of

brutality, which none but another Tarquin could have com=
mitted.” To have detained her from her hufband, would have
been‘cruel.  But where love is mutual, where the object be-
loved fuffers more in the feparation than you do yourfelf, to
part with ber is indeed a ftruggle! It is the hardeft facrifice a
good heart can make to its duty.

SCIPTO.

I acknowledge that it is, and yield you the palm. Butl
will own to you, Titus, I never knew much of the tendernefs
you deferibe.  Hannibal, Carthage, Rome, the faving of my
country, the fubduing of its rival, thefe filled my thoughts,
and left no room there for thofe effeminate paflions. ''I'do not
blame your fenfibility : but, when I went to the capitol 70
talk with ¥O V E, 1 never confulted him about Jove affairs.

T 1T US.

If my foul had been pofieffed by ambition alone, T might
poflibly have been a greater man than I was; but I thould not
have been more virtuous, nor have gained the title T preferred
to that of Conqueror of Judza and emperor of Rome, in being
called zbe Delight of Humankind.

Ddd 2 D1 A-
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DITALOGUE  XII
Henry Duke of Guise.—MacHIAVEL

G UIESE,
VAUNT! thou fiend—TI abhor thy fight.—I look upon
thee as the original caufe of my death, and of all the ca-
lamities brought upon the French nation, in my father’s time

and my own.
MACHIAVEIL

I the caufe of your death! You furprize me!
GUISE.

Yes:—Your pernicious maxims of policy, ‘imported from
Florence with Catherine of Medicis, your wicked difciple, pro-
duced in France fuch a government, fuch diflimulation, fuch
perfidy, fuch violent, ruthlefs counfels, as threw that whole
kingdom into the utmoft confufion, and ended my life, even
inthe: palace of my fovereign, by the fwords of affaffins.

MACHIAVEL

Whoever may have a right to complain of my policy, you,
Sir, have not. You owed your greatnefs to it, and your de-
viating from it was the real caufe of your death. If it had not
been' for the affaflination of admiral Coligni and the maffacre
of the Huguenots, the firength and power which the condué
of fo able a chief would have given to that party, after the
death of your father, its moft dangerous enemy, would have
been fatal to your houfe: nor could you, even with all the ad-
vantage you drew from that great flroke of Royal policy, have
acquired the authority you afterwards rofe to in the kingdom
of France, but by purfuing my maxims ; by availing yonrfelf
of the fpecious name of religion, to ferve the fecret purpofes of
your ambiton; and by fuffering no reftraint of fear or con-
feience, not even the guilt of exciting a civil war, to check the

3 nccc.‘-i?l';lrjff
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neceflary progrefs of your well-concerted defigns. But on
the day of the barricades you moft imprudently let the king
efcape out of Paris, when you might have flain or depofed him,
This was dire@ly againft the great rule of my politics, noz 20
Siop fhors in rebellion or treafon till the work is fully compleated.
And you were juftly cenfured for it by Pope Sixtus Quintus,
a more confummate politician, who faid, yox ought to bave
knowsn, that when a fubfeét draws bis fword againfi bis king, be
Jhould throw away the feabbard. You likewife deviated from
my counfels, by putting yourfelf in the power of a fovereign
you had fo much offended. Why would you, againit all the
cautions I had given, expofe your life in a royal caftle to the
mercy of that prince? You trufted to his fear; but fear, in-
fulted and defperate, is often cruel, Impute therefore your
death, not to any fault in my maxims, but to your own folly
in not having fufficiently obferved them.
& U1 s E.

If neither I, nor that prince, had ever pmt'}'lfbd your
maxims in any part of our condud, he would have:reigned
many years with honour and peace, and I thould have rifen by

my. courage and talents to as high a pitch of greatnefs, as it

g
coofifted with the duty of a fubje& to defire. But.your in-
firucions led us on into thofe crooked pathsy out of which
there was no retreat without great danger, nor a pofl bility of
advancing without being detefted by all mankind ; and whoever
is fo bas every thing to fear jfrom that deteflation.. 1 will give
you a proof of this in the fate of a prince, who ought to have
been your lero, -inftead of Cafar Borgia, becaunfe he was in-
parably a greater n and, of -all who ever lived, feems
to have acted moft {teadily according to the rules laid down by
you I mean Richar: king of !'..I‘.\!_F"].llil'.i, He !'1:11*11::(1 a
no crime that could be profitable to him: he was a diffembler,
a hypocrite, 2 murderer in cool blood : after the death of his

com

brother he gained the crown, by cutting off, w ithout pity, all
who

= Machia-

vel's Prince.
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who ftood ‘in his way. " He 'trafted 'né" man any! further than
helped ' hid"own purpofes, and'| confifted 'with his own fafety,
He liberally rewarded all fervices done him, but would not Jet
the remembrance of them atone for offences; or fave any man
from deltruBion who obitrudted his views. Neverthelefs,
though his nature thrunk from no wickednefs which' could
ferve his ambition, he poffefled and exercifed all thofe virtues,
which you recommend to the practice of your prince. He was
bold and prudent in war, juit and ftn& in the general adminif>
tration of his government, and particularly careful, by a vi-
gorous execution of the laws, to prote@ the people againft in-
juries or opprethions from the great: In all his' actions and
words there conftantly appeared the higheft concern for the
honour of the nation. He was neither greedy‘of wealth  thac
belonged to other men, nor profufe of his own : but knew how
to give, and where to fave. He profeffed a moft edifying fenfe
of religion, pretended great zeal for the reformation of man-
ners, and was really an example of {obriety, chaftity, and tem-
perance, in the whole courfe of his life. « Nordid he {hed any
blood, but of thofe who were fuch obftacles in his way to do-
minion, as could not poflibly be removed by any other means.
‘This was a' prince after your heart : yer, mark his end, The
horror his crimes had excited in the minds of his fubjeéts; - and
the deteltation it produced, were fo pernicious to him, that they
enabled an exi/e, who had no right to the crown, and whofe
abilities were much inferior to his, to invade his realm and
deftroy him.
MACHIAVEL.

This example, T own, may feem to be of fome weight againft
the truth of my fyftem, But at the fame time it demon-
ftrates, that there was nothing fo new in the dorines 1 pub-
lithed, as to make it reafonable to charge me with the diforders
and mifchiefs, which, fince my time, any kingdom may have
bappened to fuffer from the ambition of a fubjedt, or the ty-

ranny
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ranny of a prince,  Human nature wants no teaching, torender
it wicked, In courts more efpecially there has been, from the
irft inftitution of monarchies, a policy praétifed, not lefs re-
pugnant than mine to the narrow and vulgar laws of humanity
and religion. Why fhould I be fingled out as worfe than other

{latefmen ?
GUISE.

There have been, it muft be owned, in all ages and all ftates,
many wicked politicians. But thou art the firlt that ever zaughe
the [eience of tyranny, reduced it to rules, and inftruéed his
difciples how to acquire and fecure it, by treachery, perjuries,
affaflinations, profciiptions ; and with a particular caution,
not to be ftopped in the progrefs of their crimes by any check
of ithe confcience or feeling of the hearts, but to pulh them
as far as they fhall judge to be neceffary to their greatnefs and
fafety. It is this which has given thee a pre-eminence in guilt
over all other flatefmen.

MACHIAVEL

If you had read”my book with candour, you would have
pt‘rcci-vcd, that I did not defire to render men either tyrants ot
rebels, but only fhewed, if they were fo, what coududly in
fuch circumftances, it would be rational and expedient for them

to. obferve.
GUlSE

When you were a minifter of fiate in_Florence, if any
chemift, or phyfician, had publithed a treatife, to infiruét his
countrymen in the art of poifoning, and how to do it with the
moft certain deflru@ion to others and fecurity to themfelves,
would you have allowed him to plead in his juftification, that
he did not defire men to poifon their neighbours; but, if
they would ufe fuch evil means of mending their fortunes, there
could furely be no harm in letting them know, what were the
moft eftectual poifons, and by what methods they might give
them without being difcovered? Would you haye thoughe it

a {uf-
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a fufficient apology for him, that he had dropped in his pre-
face, or here and there in his book, a fober exhortation againft
the committing of murder? Without all doubt, asa magtih"ate
concerned for the fafety of the people of Florence, you would
have punifhed the wretch with the utmoft 1etenty, “and taken
great care to deftroy every copy of fo pernicious a book. Yet
your own admired work contains a more baneful and more in-
fernal art. It poifons ftates and kingdoms, and fpreads its
malignity, like a general peftilence, over the whole world,
MACHIAVEL

You muft acknowledge at leaft, that my difcourfe on
Livy are full of wife and virtuous maxims and precepts of
government.

GU1SsE

This, T think, rather aggravates than alleviates your guilt.
How could you ftudy <.nd comment upon Livy with fo acute
and profound an under ftanding, and afterw: ards write a book
fo abfolutely repugnant to all the leflons of pelicy taught by
that fage and moral hiftorian ? how could you, who had feen
the piéture of virtue fo amiably drawn by his hand, and who
fecemed your felf to be fenfible of all its ch’!.rms fall 10 love with
a fury, .t‘(l fet up her dreadful image, as an objeé of worlhip
t(} I]JII‘[(_Lh :

MACHIAVEL

I was feduced by vanity. My heart was formed to love
virtue. But I wanted to be tllr.mght a greater genius in politics
than Ariftotle or Plato, Vanity, fir, is a paffion as ftrong in
authors as ambition in princes, or rather it is the fame paflion
exerting itfelf differently. I was @ duke of Guife in the repub-
lic of letters.

GU I.8§.E

The bad influences of your guilt have reached further than
mine, and been more lafting. But, heaven be praifed, your
credit is at prefent much dedmmg in Europe, I have been

told
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told by fome fhades who are lately arrived here, that the ableft
ftatefman of his time, a king, with whofe fame the world is
filled, has anfwered your book, and confuted all the principles
of 1r, with a noble feorn and abhorrence. I am allo aflured,
that in England there is a great and good king, whofe whole
life bas been a continued oppofition to your evil _/urgm, who has
hated all cruelty, all fraud, all falfenefs ; who{c word has been
facred, whofe honour inviolate ; who has made the laws of his
kingdom the rules of his gover mmu, and good faith and a re-

gard for the liberty of mmt\md the principles of his condué
with relpect to forcign powers; W ho rei igns more abfolutely
now in the hearts of his people, and does greater things by the
confidence they place n h'm, and by Lhr., efforts UM make
from the Ecnemm zeal of affe@dion, than any monarch ever
did, or ever will do, by all the arts of iniquity which you re-
commended.

B T S
DA B G UE XIII.
VireiL.—Horace.—MEeRcury.—Scaricer THE Erpeh.
¥ I R GAET

1\ Y dear Horace, your company 1s my yult\.ﬁ lzg]ﬂ" cven

in the Ely fmn fields. No wonder it was fo when we
lived Lfathhm in Rome. Never had man fo genteel, fo agree-
able, fo eafy a wit, or a temper fo pliant to th_ in Clnntmm of
others in the intercourfe of fociety, And then fuch integrity,
fuch fidelity, fuch gLI}LF{}iIET in your nature! A foul fo free
from all envy, fo benevolent, fo fincere, fo placable in'its anger,
fo warm and conftant in its affe@ions! You were as nece {fary
to Mzacenas, as he to ;\u'n'Lfﬂiuv Your converfation {weetene L“
to him all the cares of fns miniftry : your gaiety L'Em;u'ur his

dmupl.:ff {pirits ; and your cuuni“lb aflifted him when he want=

ed advice. For you were capable, my dear Horace, of coun-
Eee feling

L]

Lot
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feling ftatefmen.  Your fagacity, your difcretion, your fecrefy,
yolir clear judgement in all affairs, recommended you to the
confidence, not of Maeenas alone, but of ﬁurﬂuﬂus himfelf;
which you nobly made ufe of to v your old friends of the
republican party, and to confirm both the minifter and the
prince in their love of mild and moderate meafures, yet with a
fevere reftraint of licentioufnefs, the molt dangerous enemy to
the whole commonwealth under any form of government.

HORAGCE

To be fo praifed by Virgil, would have put me in Elyfium

while I was alive—But I know your modefty will not {uffer
me, in return for thefe encomiums, to {peak of your charater.
Suppofing it as pufu?c as your poems, you would think, as you
did uf hcm, that it wanted corre@ioa.

v IEGTL

Dn 't talk of my modefty, How much greater was
vour's, when you difclaimed the name of a poet, you whole
odes are {o noble, fo harmonious, fo fublime !

5 OR A C B
I felt myfelf too inferior to the c]ignity of that name.
Vil R'G T L

I think you did like Auguftus, when he refufed to accept
the title of king, but kept all the power with which it was
ever attended. Even in your epiftles and fatires, where the
poet was concealed, as much as he could bt:, you may pro-
per tly be compared to a prince in difguife, or in his hours of
Lmulnrm \».le his intimate friends: the pomp and majefty
were let dmp, but the greatnefs remained.

H-0 R AvC B

Well : —T will not contradiét you; and (to f;l) the truth)

I thould do it with no very good grace, becaufe in fome of my
edes 1 have not fpoken fo muddﬂy of my own poetry, asin
my
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my epiftles. But to make you know your pre-eminence oyer
me. and all writers of Latin verfe; 1 will carry you to Qumu—
lian, the beft of all Roman critics, who will tell you in what
rank you ought to be placed.
Vo1l R/ G-I L

I fear his |udgcmcnt of me was biafled by your commenda-
tion.—But who is this fhade that Mercury is conduéing? I
never faw one that ftalked with {fo much pride, or had fuch
ridiculous arrogance exprefled in his looks!

H O R A€ K

They come towards us:—Hail, Mercury ! What is this ftran-
ger with you?

L=

MERCURY,
His name is Julius Cafar Scaliger, and he is by profeffion a
critic.
HORACE
Julius Ceefar Scaliger! He was, I prefume, a diflaror in
criticifm.
MERCURY.
Yes, and he has exercifed his fovereign power over you.
H OR AC E
I will not prefume to oppofeit. 1 had enough of following
Brutus at Philippi.
MERCURY
Talk to him a little:
to you on purpofe.

He'll amufe you, 1 brought him

H O® A-C K

Virgil, do you accoft him : I can’t do it with proper
gravity : I fhall laugh in his face.

VY1 R G 1 L

Sir, may I'alk for what reafon you caft your eyes fo fuperci-
lioufly upon Horace and me? I don’t remember that Auguftus
Eee 2 ever

75 ]
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ever looked down upon us with fuch an airof fuperiority, when
we were his fubjeds.
SCALIGER
He was only a fovereign over your bodies, and owed his
power to violence and ufurpation. But I have from nature an
abfolute dominien over the wit of all authors, whao are fubje&-
ed to me as the greatelt of critics or bppercritics. '

MiH R GVE L.

Your jurifdiction, - great fir,
Judfrcmf:nts have you bel_n pleafc::d to pdf’a upon us?
SCALIGER
Is it poffible you fhould be ignorant of my deerees? I have
placed you, Virgil, above Homer; whom 1 have fhewn to

be

ViLE G L

Hold, fir,—no blafphemy againft my malfter.

HQRACE

But what have you faid of me?

SCALIGERER.

1 have faid, zhat I had rather bave written the little Dia-
hogue between you and Lydia, than bave been made king of Ar-
Al Gt H .0 .K A C K

1f we were in the other world, you fhould give me the king-
dom, and take both the ode and the lady in return. But did
you always pronounce fo favourably for us?

SCALIGERW

Send for my works and read them.—Mercury will bring
them to you w ith the firft learned ghoft that arrives here from
Europe. There 1s inftruétion for you in them: I tell you of
your faults,.— But it was my w him to commend that ]11.t1- DC]L
and I never do things by halves, When I give praife, T give 1t

4 liberally,
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liberally, to fhew my royal bounty. But I generally blame,
to exert all the vigour of my cenforian power, and. keep my
{ubjed@s in awe.
HORACE
You did not confine your fovereignty to poets ; you exercifed
it, no doubt, over all other writers.
S5.CALIGER
I was a poet, a philefopher, a ftatefman, an orator, an hi-
ftorian, a divine, without doing the drudgery of any of thefe,
but only cenfuring thofe who did, and fhewing thereby the
fuperiority of my genius over them all.
H ORACE
A fhort way indeed to univerfal fame! And I fuppofe you
were very peremptory in your decifions.
SCALIGER.

Peremptory ! ay.—If any man dared to contradi& my opi-
nions, I called him a dunce, a rafcal, a villain, and frightened
him out of his wits,

Y I B G 1L
But what faid others to this method of difputation ?
SCALIGER.

They generally believed me becaufe of the confidence of my
affertions; and thought I could net be fo infolent, or {o angry,
if I was not abfolutely fure of being in the right. Befides, 1
my controverfies, I had a great help from the language in
which I wrote: for one can fcold and call names with a much
better grace in Latin than in French, or any tame, modern
rr_i[]gl]e.

31

H O K AT E
Have not I heard, that you pretended to derive your defeent
from the princes of Verona f

5C ALI-

Q7
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S CALIGER.
Pretended! do you prefume to deny it?
H Oo«R A.C E
Not Iindeed :- ~Genealogy is not my fcience.  If you fhould
claim to defcend in a dired line from king Midas, I would not
difpute it
A e o o o £
I wonder, Scaliger, that you ftooped to fo low an ambition.
Was it not greater to reign over all Mount Parnaflus than over
a petty flate in Italy ?
SCALIGER
You fay well, I was too condefcending to the prejudices
of vulgar opinion. The ignorant multitude imagine that a
prince is'a greater man than a critic.  ‘Their folly made me de-
fire to claim kindred with the Sca/ss of Verona.

H,O 'BE-A & K

Pray, Mercury, how do you intend to difpofe of this auguit
perfon? You can’t think it proper to let him remain with us.
—=He/muft' be placed ‘with the demigods; he muft go to
Olympus.

MERCURY,

Be not afraid.— He fhall not trouble you long. 1 brought
him hither to divert you with the fight of an animal you never
had feen, and myfelt: with your furprize. He is the chief of
all the modern crities, the moft renowned captain of that nu-
merous and dreadful band, Whatever you may think of him,
I can ferioufly aflure you, that, before he went mad, he had
good parts, and great learning,  But I will now explain to you
the original caufe of the abfurdities he has uttered. His mind
was formed in fuch a manner, that, like fome peripective glaffes,
it either diminifhed or magnified all obje@s too much; but
above all others it magnified the good man to himfelf, This
made him fo proud that it turned his brain. * Now I have had

my
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my fport with him, I think it will be charity to reftore him to
his fenfes ; or rather to beftow what nature denied him, a found
judgement. Come hither, Scaliger.—By this touch of my ca-
duceus I give thee power to {ee things as they are, and among
others thyfelf.—Look, gentlemen, how his countenance is fal-
len in a moment ! Hear what he fays :—He is talking to him-

felf.

SCALIGER.

Blefs me! with what perfons have I been difcourfing! with
Virgil and Horace! How could 1 venture to open my lipsin
their prefence? Good Mercury, I befeech you, let me retire
from a company for which I am very unfit. TLet me go and
hide my head in the deepeft fhade of that grove which I [ee in
the valley. After 1 have performed. a penance there, I will
crawl on my knees to the feet of thofe illultrious (hades, . and
beg them to fee me burn my impertinent books of criticiim, in
the fiery billows of Phlegethon, with my own hands.

MERCURY.

They will both receive thee into favour. This mortification
of truly knowing thyfelf is a {fufficient atonement for th}’ for-
mer prefumption.

DIALTOGUE"XV.

BoiLEaAU Por E.

BOILEAU.

MR. Pope, you have done me great honour. I am told,

that you made me your model.in poetry, and walked on
Parnaffus in the fame paths which I had trod.

P O P E

We both followed Horace: but in our manner of imitation

and in the turn of our natural genius, therc was, I believe,

much
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much refemblance.  We both were too irritable, and too eafi-

Iy hurt by offences, even from the lowelt of men.  The keen

edoe of our wit was frequently turned againft thofe whom it

was more a fhame to contend with than an honour to vanquifh,
BOILEAU

Yes:—But in general we were the champions of good mo-
rals, cood fenfe, and good learning. If our love of thefe was
fometimes heated into anger againft thofe who offended them
no lefs than us, is that anger to be blamed ?

P O P E

It would have been nobler, if we had not been parties in the
quarrel. - Our enemies obferve, that neither our cenfure, nor
our praife, was always impartial.

BOITLEADTU.

It might perhaps have been better if in fome inftances we
had not praifed or blamed fo much. But in panegyric and fa-
tire moderation is infipid.

> 20

Moderation is a cold unpoctical virtue.  Mere hiftorical truth
1 better written in profe. And therefore I think you did ju-
dicioufly, when you threw into the fire your hiftory of Louis
le Grand, and trufted his fame to your poems.

BOILEATW.

When thofe poems were publithed, that monarch was the
idol of the French nation, If you and I had not known, in
our occafional compofitions, how to fpeak to the paflions, as
well as to the fober reafon of mankind, we fhould not have ac-
quired that defpotic authority in the empire of wit, which made
us fo formidable to all the inferior tribe of poets in England and
France. Befides, fharp fatirifts want great patrons.

PO P E

All the praife which my friends reccived from me was zn-
bought. In this, at leaft, I may boaft a fuperiority over the
penfioned Boileau,

BOILEAY.
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BOILEAU.

A penfion in France was an honourable diftinétion. Had
you been a Frenchman, you would have ambitioufly fought it ;
had I been an Englifhman, 1 fhould have proudly declined it.
[f our merit in other refpedts be not unequal, this difference
will not fet me much below you in the temple of virtue or of

fame.
POPE

It is not for me to draw a comparifon between our works,
But, if I may believe the beft critics who have talked to me on
the fubje&, my Rape of the Lock is not inferior to your Lutrin;
and my Art of Criticifm may well be compared with your Arz
of Poetry : my Ethic Epiftles are efteemed at leaft equal to
your’s, and my Sazires much better. .

B0 L& K AT

Hold, Mr. Pope. If there is really fuch a fympathy in
our natures as you have fuppofed, there may be reafon to fear,
that, if we go on in this manner comparing our works, we fhall
not part in good friendfhip.

P OP E

No, no:—the mild air of the Elyfina ficlds has mitigated my
temper, as I prefume it has your's. But in truth our rcput;LEirm-s
are nearlyonalevel. Our writings are admired, almoft equally
(as 1 hear) for energy and jufinefs of thought. We both of us
carried the beauty of our dséfion, and the harmony of our srum-
bers, to the higheft perfe€tion that our languages would admit.
Our poems were polifhed to the utmoft degree of correéinefs,
yet without lofing their fire, or the agreeable appearance of
freedom and eafe. We borrowed much from the ancients,

401

though you, I believe, more than I: but our imitations (to ufesee Boiteav's
epigram on

an expreflion of your own) bad flill an original air. Breafolf.

Bol1LEA AW
I will confefs, fir, (to fhew yow that the Elyfian climate has
had its effe@s upon me) I will fairly confefs, without the leaft
Fff ill
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ill humour, ‘that in your Eloifa #d Abelard, your Ferfes to the
Memory of an f.mfbr'.fmma‘g Ladyy and fome others you wrote in
your youth, there s more fire of poetry, than in any of mine,
You excelled T 7 pathetie, which I never approached. I wﬂf
allo '1]]ow, that you hit the mansner of Horacey and the fly deli

cacy of his wit, more exactly than I, of than any other man w ho
has written fince his time. Nor cmlld I, nor did even Lucre-
tius himfelf, make phi lofoply 1o puetical, and embellifh it with
fuch charms as you have given to that of Plato, or (to fpeak
more properly) of fome of his modern dif fciples, in your cele.

brated E/flay on Man.

PO P E

What do you think of my Howmer 2

. § O ECA D

Your Homer is the moft {pirited, the moft poetical, the moft
elegant, and the moft pleafing tranflation, that evér was made
of any ancient poem ; though not fo much in the sasner of the
mm.nn] or {o exaétly dgrceczblc to the fenfe in all places, as
mmht pnrhaps be defired. But when 1 confider the years you
ipcnt in this work, and how many éxcellent onyml poems you
might, with lefs difheulty, have pmduced in that time, 1 can’t
but regret that your talents were thus employed. A great poet,
fo tied down to atedious tranfls ition, is a Columbus chained o
an oar. . What new regions of fancy, full of treafures yet un-
touched, might you have explored, if you had been at liberty to
have boldly expanded your fails, and fteeted your own f:ourfe,
under the conduét and dire@ion of your own gtmusT——Tmt Iam
ftill more angry with you for your edition of Shakefpear. The
office of an edizor was below you, and your mind was unfit for
the drudgery it requires. Would any body think of employ-

ing a Raphael to clean an old picture ?

PO P E

The priticipal caufe of my wnc trt*il\mg that tafk was zeal for
the honour of Shakéfpear ; and, if you knew all his beauties as
well
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well-as I, you would not wonder at this zeal. ;| No other author
had ever fo copious, {o bold, fo creative an imagination, with o
perfeét a knowledge of the paffions, the humours, and fenti-
ments of mankind. He painted all charaders, from kings
down to peafants, with equal truth and equal force.  If human
nature were deftroyed, and no monument were left of it except
his works, other beings might know what man was from thofe
“'I'Itings.
E OI L E A 1.

You fay he painted all chara&ers, from kings down to pea-
fants, with equal truth and equal force. I can’t deny that he
did fo: but I wilh he had not jumbled thofe charaders together,
in the compofition of his pictures, as he has frequently done.

P O P E

The ftrange mixture of tragedy, comedy, “and farce, in, the
fame play, nay fometimes in the fame fcene, I acknowledge to
be quite inexcufable. But this was the tafte of the times when

Shakefpear wrote.
B0 L E K LN

A great genius ought to guide, not fervilely follow, the tafte:

of his contemporaries.
PO P E

Confider from how thick a darknefs of barbarifm the genius
of Shakefpear broke forth! What were the Englifb, and shat
(let me afk you) were the French dramatic performances, in the
age when he flourifhed ? The advances he made towards the
higheft perfeéiion both of tragedy and comedy are amazing! In
the principal points, in the power of exciting terror and pity, or
raifing laughter in an andience, none yet has excelled him, and

very few have equalicd.
Bie DILOES A Ih

Do you think that he was equal in comedy to Moliere ?
POPE
In comic force T do: but in the fine and delicate ftrokes of
fatire, and what is called gentee! comedy, he was greatly inferior
Fffa to
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to that admirable writer. There is nothing in him to compare
with the Mifantbrope, the Ecole des Femmes, or Tartuffe.
BOILEATUW
This, Mr. Pope, is a great deal for an Englithman to ac-
knowledge. A veneration for Shakefpear feems to be a part of
your national religion, and the only part in which even your
men of fenfe are hn'!.tlcs
PO P E
He who can read Shakefpear, and be cool enough for all the
accuracy of {ober criticifm, has more of reafon than tafte.
BOILEADU
I join with you in admiring him as a procllgy of genius,
though I find the moft ﬂ]od\[mr abfurdities in his plays ; ab-
durdities which no critic of my nation can pardon.
2 i
We will be fatishied with your feeling the excellence of his
beauties. * But you would admire him fill more, if you could
fee the chief chara&ers in all his beft tragedies reprefented by
an adtor, who appeared on the ftage a little before I left the
world. He has thewn the Englifh nation more excellencies in
Shakefpear, than the quickeft wits could difcern, and has im-
printed them ‘on the heart with a livelier feeling than the moft
fenfible natures had ‘ever experienced without his help.
e e e G
The variety, {pirit, and force of Mr. Garrick’s adlion have
been much praifed to me by many of his countrymen, whofe
(hades I converfe with, and who agree in fpeaking of him as
we do of Baron, our moft natural and moft admired a&or., I
have alfo heard of another, who has now quitted the ftage, but
who had filled, with great dignity, force, and duntmn, fome
tragic parts ; and c‘callm 15 much in the comic, that none
ever has deferved a higher applaufe.

P OP E,
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Mr. Quin was indeed a moft perfeét comedian.  In the part
of Falflaff particularly, wherein the utmoft force of Shakefpear’s
humasr appears, he attained to fuch perfection, that he was not
an aftor; he was the man defcribed by Shakefpear ; he was
Falfiaff himfelf! W hen T faw him do it, the pleafantry of the
far knight appeared to me fo bewitching, all his vices were fo
mirthful, that I could not much wonder at his having feduced
a young prince even to rob in his company,

E O1LEAT

That charadter is not well underftood by the French. = They
fuppofe it belongs, not to comedy, but to farce: whereas the
Englifh fec in it the fineft and higheft ftrokes of wit and ihu-
mour. Perhaps thefe different judgements may be accounted
for, in fome meaflure, by the diverfity of manners in different
countries. But don’t you allow, Mr. Pope, that our writers,
both of tragedy and comedy, are, upon the whole, more perfect
madfters of their art than }-our‘s? If you deny it, T will appeal
to the Athenians, the only judges qualified to decide the dilpute.
T will refer it to Euripides, Sophocles, and Menander.

P O P E

T am afraid of thofe judges: for I fee them continually walk-
ing hand in hand, and engaged in the moft friendly converfation
with Corneille, Racine, and Moliere.: Our dramatic writers
feem, in general, not o fond of their company : they fometimes
fhove rudely by them, and give themfelves airs of fuperiority.
They flight their reprimands, and laugh at their precepts. In
fhort, they will be tried by zheir country alone; and that judi-
cature is partial.

B OIL L E A U

I will prefs this: queftion no farther.—But Jet me alk you, to
which of our rival tragedians, Racine and Corneille, do you
give the preference ?

P O P Ea.

43




DIALQ GUESOF THE: D'E A D.

P.O P E
The fublimeft pliys of Corneille are, in my judgement,
equalled by the Athalia of Racine; and the tender paflions are
certainly touched by that elegant and moft pathetic writer,
with a much finer hand. I need not add that he is infinitely
more correc than Corneille, and more harmonious and noble in
his verfification. Corneille formed himfelf entirely upon Lucan;
but the maller.of Racine was Virgil. How much better a tafte
had the former than the latter in chufing his model !
BOILEAU X
My friendfhip with Racine, and my partiality for his writ-
ings, make me hear with great pleafure the preference given to
him above Corneille by fo judicious a critic.
PO P E
That he excelled his competitor in the particulars I have
mentioned, can’t I think be denied. But yet the dpirit and the
majefty of ancient Rome were never fo well exprefied as by
Corneille.  Nor has any other French dramatic writer, in the
general chara@er of his works, fhewn fuch a mafeuline ftrength
and greatnefs of thought.—Racine is the {fwan defcribed by an-
cient poets, which rifes to the clouds on downy wings, and
fings a {weet, but a gentle and plaintive note, Corneille is the
eagle, which foars to the fkies on bold and {ounding pinions,
and fears not to perch on the ceptre of Jupiter, or to bear in
his pounces the lightning of the God.
BOILEAUX
I'am glad to find, My, Pope, thatin praifing Corneille you
run into poetry, which is not the language of foder criticifm,
though fometimes ufed by Longinus.

POPE,
I caught the fire from the idea of Corneille.

4 BOILEAU.
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BOILEAU.

He has bright flathes ; yet I think that in Ais thunder there
is often’ more #oife than fire. Don’t you find him too decla-
matory, too turgid, too unnatural, even in his beft tragedies?

PO P E

I own I do—Yet the greatnefs and elevation of his fenti-
ments, and the nervous vigour of his fenfe, atone, in my opi-
nion, for all his faults, But let me now, in my turn, defire
your opinion of our epic poet, Milton.

BOILEAU.

Longinus perhaps would prefer him to all other writers : for
he furpafles even Homer in the fublime. But other critics, who
require variety, and agreeablenels, and a correct regularity of
thought and judgement in an epic poem ; who can endure no
abfurdities, no extravagant fictions, would place him far below

i
Virgil. 0 1

His genius was indeed fo vaft and {ublime, that his peem
feems beyond the limits of criticifm ; as his {fubject 15 beyond
the limits of nature. The bright and exceflive blaze of poetical
fire, which fhines in fo many parts of the Paradife Loff, will
hardly permit the dazzled eye to fee its faults.

BOIL E AU,

The tafte of your countrymen is much changed fince the
days of Charles II, when Dryden was thought a greater poet
than Milton !

L« e

The politics of Milton at that time brought his poetry
into difgrace: for it is a tule with the Englifh ; they fee
no good in a man whofe politics they diflike.  But, as
their notions of government are apt to change, men of
parts, whom they have flighted, become their favourite au-
thors, and others, ‘who have poffeft their warmeft admira-
tion, are in their turn under-valued. This revolution of

favour
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favour was experienced by Dryden as well as Milton, He
lived to fée his writings, together with his politics, quite out
of fafliion.  But even in the days of his higheft profperity,
when the generality of the people admired his Almanzor, and
thought his Indian Emperor the perfe@ion of tragedy, the
duke of Buckingham, and lord Rochefter, the two wittieft no-
blemen our country has produced, attacked his fame, and
turned the rants of his heroes, the jargon of his fpirits, and the
abfurdity of his plots, into juft ridicule.
BOILEATU,

You have made him good amends by the praife you have

given him in {fome of your writings.
P OPE.

I'owed him that praife, as my mafler in the art of verfifi-
cation.  Yet I fubferibe to the cenfures which have been pafled
by other writers on many of his works. They are good critics,
but he is fhill a great poet. You, Sir, I am fure, muft par-
ticularly admire him as an excellent fatirift. His Abfalom and
Achitopbel is a mafter-piece in that way of writing, and his
Mac Flecno is, 1 think, inferior to it in nothing, but the
meannefs of the fubje&,

BOILEALU.

Didnot you take the model of your Dunciad from the latter
of thofe very ingenious fatires ?

PO P E

I'did—but my work is more extenfive than his, and my
imagination has taken in it a greater {cope. ;

BOILEAU.

Some critics may doubt whether the length of your poem
was {o properly fuited to the meannefs of the fubje@ as the
brevity of his. Three cantos to expofe a dunce crowned with
Durel! T have not given above three lines to the author of the
LPucelle.

PO P Ee
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P OF E

My intention was to expofe, not one author alone, but all
the dullnefs and falfe tafte of the Englifh nation in my times.
Could fuch a defign be contrated into a narrower compafs?

BOTLEATU.

We will not difpute on this point, nor whether the hero of
your Daunciad was really a dunce. But has not Dryden been
accufed of immorality and  prophanenefs in fome of his
writings ?

POPE

He has, with too much reafon : and I am forry to fay, that
all our beft comic writers after ‘Shakefpear and Jonfon,  ex-
cept Addifon and Steele, are as liableas he to that heavy charge.
Eletcher is (hocking. - Etheridge,, Wycherly, Congreve, Van-
burgh, and Farquhar, have painted the manners of the times
in which they wrote, with a mafterly hand ; but they are too
often fuch manners, that a virtuous man, and much meore
a virtuous woman, muft be greatly offended at the reprefen-
tation.

BEOILEAU.

In this refpe& our ﬂabe is far preferable to your’s. Itis a
fchool of morality. Vice is expoled to contempt and to hatred.
No falfe colours are laid on, to conceal its deformity ; but thofe
with which it paints itfelf are there taken off.

PiO- P B

It is a wonderful thi'lg, that in France the Comic Mufe
thould be tbe graveft lady in the nation. Of late the is fo grave,
that one might almoft miftake her for her fifter Melpomenc.
Moliere nnde her indeed a good maral philofopher; but then
fhe philofophized, like; Democritus, with a merry lavghing
face. . Now fhe weeps oyer vice, inftead of fhewing it to man-
kind, as I think fhe generally ought to do, in ridiculous
lights.

Ggg BOILEAU.

4°9
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BOILEADU

Her bufinefs is more with folly than with vice ; and when
fhe attacks the latter, it fhould be rather with ridicule than
invective.  But fometimes fhe may be allowed to raife her
voice, and change her ufual fmile into a frown of juft indig-
nation.

P O P E.

I hike her beflt when {he fmiles.. But did you never reprove
your witty friend La Fontaine for the vicious levity that ap-
pears in many of his Tales ? He was as guilty of the crime of
debauching the Mufes, as any of our comic poets.

BOILEAU,

T own he was was; and bewail the proftitution of his genius,
as I fhould that of an innocent and beautiful country gitl. He
was all nature, all ﬁmp!icit}f ! yet in that ﬁmpiicit}' there was
a grace, and unaffefted vivacity, with a jaftnefs of thought
and eafy elegance of expreflion, that can hardly be found in
any other writer.  His manzer is quite original, and peculiar
to himfelf, though all the mazser of his writings is borrowed.
from others.

P TS

In that manner he has been imitated by my friend Mr.

Prior. :
E O I Lir E-A T,

He has, very fuccefsfully. Some of Prior’s tales have the
fpirit of La Fontaine’s with mere judgement, but not,.I think,
with fuch an amiable and graceful fimplicity..

PO TFE,

Prior’s harp had more ftrings than La Fontaines. He was
a fine poet in many different ways: La Fontaine but in one..
And, though in fome of his tales he imitated that author, his
Alma was an original, and of fingular beauty:

ROILEATW,
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BOILEALU,

There is a writer of Feroic poetry, who lived before Milton,
and whom fome of your countrymen place in the higheft clafs
of your poets, though he is little known in France. I fee him
fometimes in company with Homer and Virgil, but oftener
with Taflo, Ariofto, and Dante,

P O P E

1 underftand you mean Spenfer. There is a force and beauty
in fome of his images and deferiptions, equal to any in thofe
writers you have feen him conwverfe with. But he had not the
art of properly fbading his pictures. He brings the minute and
difagrueable parts too much into fight; and mingles too fre-
quently vulgar and mean ideas with noble and fublime. " Had
he chofen a {ubje@ proper for epic poetry, he feems to have had
a fufficient elevation and ftrength in his genius to make him &
great epic poet: but the allegory, which is continued through-
out the whole worls, fatigues the mind, and cannot intercit
the heart fo much as thofe poems, the chief afors in which
are fuppofed to have really exifted. The Syrens and Circe in

the Odyfley are allegorical perfons ; but Ulyfies, the hero of

the poem, was a man renowned in Greece, which makes the
account of his adventures affe@ing and delightful, " To be now
and then in Fairy-land, among imaginary beings, is a pleafing
variety, and helps to diftinguilh the poet from the orator or hi-
ftorian : but to be always there, is irkfome.
8.0 1L:E A U

Is not Spenfer likewife blameable for confounding the Chri-

tian with the Pagan theology, .1n fome parts of his poem ?
PO P Es

Yes: he had ‘that' fault in common with: Dante, with An:

ofto, and with Camoens.

Ggg 2 BOILEAU.
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5 B o AL R 1
Who is the poet that arrived foon after you in Elyfium,
whom I faw Spenfer lead in and prefent to Virgil, as the au-
thor of a poem refembling the Georgics # On his head was a
garland of the feveral kinds of flowers that blow in each fea-
fon, with evergreens intermixed.
P O P E
Your delcription points out Thom/on. He p'imttd nature
exadtly, and with great firength of pencil. His imagination
was rich, extenfive, and fublime : his diction bold and glowing,
but fometimes ob/cure and affeifed. Nor did he always know
when to flop, or what to refef,
B OILEA U
I thould fuppofe that he wrote tragedies upon the Greek
model.  Forhe is often admitted into the grove of Euripides.
PO PE

He¢ enjoys that diftin@&ion both as a zragedian, and as a mo-
ralifi. ~ For, not only in his plays, but all his other works,
there is the pureft morality, animated by piety, and rendered
more touching by the fine and delicate fentiments of a moft
teader and benevolent beart.

%0 T.Lak A U

St. Eviemond has brought me acquainted with Waller.—I
was furprized to find in his writings a politenefs and ga/lantry
which the French {fuppolc to be dpprt}prlated only to their’s,
His genius was a co'ﬂpoﬁuon, which is feldom to be met with,
of the ;’rc&,f;rm and the agreeable. In his comp’u.ﬁ:n bctwecn
himfelf and Apollo, as the lover of D,mhne, and m that be-
tween Amoret and Sachariffa, there 1s a fmegffe and delicacy of
wit, which: the moft ' elegant of our writers have never ex-
ceeded. Nor had Sarrazin or Voiture the art of praifing more

genteely the ladies they admired.  But his epiftle to Cromwell,

and
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and his poem on the death of that extraordinary man, are writ-
ten with a force and greatnefs of manner, which give him rank
among the pocts of the firft clafs.
PO P E

Mr. Waller was unqueftionably a very fine writer.  His Mule
was as well qualified as the Graces themfelves to drefs out a
Venus; and he could even adorn the brows of a cenqueror
with fragrant and beautiful wreaths. But he had fome puerile
and Jow thoughts, which unaccountably mixed with the elegant
and the noble, like fchool-boys or mob admitted into a palace.
There was alfo an intemperance and a- luxuriancy in his wit,
which he did not enough reftrain.  He wrote little to the un-
derftanding, and lefs to the heart ; but he frequently delights the
imagination, and fometimes ftrikes it with flathes of the higheft
fublime.—We had another poet of the age of Charles the Firft,
extreamly admired by all his contemporaries, in  whofe works
there is ftill more affeGtation of wit, a greater redundancy of
imagination, a worfe tafte, and lefs judgement : but he touched
the heart more, and had finer feclings than Waller. I mean
Cowley.

B0 I L E AU
I have been often folicited to admire his writings by his
learned friend Dr. Spratt.  He feems to me a great wit, and a
very amiable man, but not a good poet.
P.OF B
The fpiriz of poetry is ftrong in fome of his odes ; but in
the art of poetry he is always extremely deficient.
B 07 T LR et o
I hear that of late his reputation is much lowered in the
opinion of the Englith. Yet I cannot but think, thatif a
moderate portion of the fuperfluities of his wit were given by
Apollo to fome of their modern bards, who write common-
place morals in very {mooth verfe, without any abfurdity, but
without

413
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without a fingle new thought, or one enlivening fpark of ima-
gination, it would be a gteat favour to them, and do them more
fervice, 'than all the rules laid down in my Art'of Poetry, and
your's of Cnticifm,
P O P E

T-amy much of your mind. But I left in England fome
poets, whom you, I knew, will admire, not only for the har-
mony, and corre@tnefs of {tyle, but the fpirit, and genius, 'you
will find in their writings.

80 I L EYA .

France too has produced fome very excellent writers, fince
the time of my death. Of one particularly I hear won-
ders.  Fame to him is as kind as if he had been dead a thou-
fand years. She brings his praifes to me from all parts of Eu-
TOpE; You know I fpeak of Voltaire,

P G <p: E,

I do: the Englith nation yields to none in admiration of his
entenfive genius. - Other writers excell in fome one particular
branch of wit or fcience ; but when the king of Pruflia drew
Voltaire from Paris to Berlin, he had a whole Academy of
Belles Lettres in bim alone,

B 0T A T

That prince himfelf has' fuch talents for poetry as no other
monarch, ‘in any age or country, has ever poffefled. "What an
attomfhing compafs muft there be in his mind, what an heroic
tranquillity and frmnefs in his heart, that he can, in the evén-
ihg, compofe an ode or epiftle in the moftelegant verfe, and the
next morning fight a battle with 'the ‘condu@ of Cafar, or
Guflavus Adolphus !

P O.P L

I envy Waltaire fo noble a fubje both for his' verfe-and his
profei - Bueaf that princewill write his own Cornimentarmesy he
will want no hiftorian. -1 hope thatvin. writing' them;! he will

not
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not reftrain his pen, as Cafar has done, ito a: mere: acconnt of
his wars, but let us fee the politician; - and the benignant pro-
te@or of arts and fciences, as well as the warriour, in' that: pie-
ture of himfelf. Voltaire has fhewn us, that the events of
battles and fieges are not the moft interefting parts of good hi-
flory, but that all the improvements and embellifhments of hu-
man fociety ought to be carefully and particularly recorded

there.
B OIL EA U

The progrefs of arts and knowledge, and the great changes
that have happened in the manners of mankind, are objeéts
far more worthy of a reader’s attention than the révolutions of
fortune.  And it is chicfly to Voltaire that we owe this' inftruc-

tive {pecies of hiftory.
PO PE

He has not only been the father of it among the moderns,.
but has carried it himfelf to it’s utmofl perfedtion.
B QoL BByt
Is he not too univerfal @ Can any writer be exaél, whois fo

comprehenfive ¥
p.o P F

A traveler round the world cannot infpe& every region with
fuch an accurate care, as exa&ly to deleribe cach fingle part.  If
the outlines are well marked;. and the obfervations on the prin-
cipal points are judicious, it 1s all that can be required.

2 R b o § I s
I would however. advift and exhort the French and Englith

vouth, to take a fuller furvey of fome particular:provinees, and.

to remember, that although, in' travels of this fort; a lively
imagination is a Very agreeable companion, it is not the beit
guide. To fpeak without a metaphor, the ftudy of hiftory,
both facred and profane, requires a critical and laborious in-
veftigation. The compofer of a fet of lively and witty remarks

on fa&s ill examined, or incorre&ly delivered, is not an hiftorian,
7 I & e S
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plo pin,

We cannot, T think, deny ‘that 'name t6 the authot 6f the
Life of Charles the XIIth, king of Sweden.

BiO I L E A U.

No, certainly.~—I efteem it the very beft hiftory that this
age has produced. As full of fpirit as the hero whofc aftions
it relates, 1t 1s neverthelels moft exa& in allLmatters of Impor-
tance. | The ftyle of it is elegant, perfpicuous, unaffe@ed ; the
difpofition and method are exccllent, the judgements given by
the wiiter acute and juft.

PO P E

Are you not pleafed with that philofophical freedom of
thought, which difcovers itfelf in all the works of Voltaire,
but more particularly in thofe of an hiftorical nature ?

B O I L B A O

If it were properly regulated,. I fhould reckon it ameng their
higheft perfeQions. Superitition, and bigotry, and party fpirit,
are s great, epemies to the truth and candour  of hiftory, as
malice or adulation.  To think freely, 1s therefore a moft ne-
ceflary quality in a perfe& hiftorian. = But all liberty has it’s
bounds, which, in fome of his writings, Voltaire, I fear, has not
obferved.. . Would to heaven he would reflet, .while it is yet
in/ his, power to corre@ what is faulty, that all his works will
outlive him ; ~ that many nations will read them ; and that the
judgement pronounced here upon the writer himfelf will be
according to the fcope and tendency of them, and to the extent
of their good or evil effeds on the great focicty of mankind!

P O P E

It would be well for all Europe, if fome other wizs of your
country, who give the tone to this age in all polite literature,
had the fame ferious thoughts you recommend o Voltaire.
Witty writings, when direfted to ferve the good rends-“of
virtue and religion, ‘arc like the lights hung out'in a pharos,
to guide the manners fafe through dangerous feas: but the

4 brightnefs
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brightnefs of thofe, that are impious or immoral, fhines only
to betray, and lead men to deftruétion.
" B0 1 L E A U
Has England been free from all {feduétions of this nature ?
PO P E
No.—But the French have the art of rendering vice and im-
piety more agreeable than the Englifh.
go t't E AW
I am not very proud of this fuperiority in the talents of my
countrymen. But, as I am told that the good fenfe of the Eng-
lifh is now admired in France, I hope it will foon convinee both
nations, zhat #rue wifdom is virtue, and true virtue is re
P O P E
I think it alfo to be wifhed, that a tafte for ¢he frivolous may
not continue too prevalent among the French. There is a great
difference between gathering flowers at the foot of Parnaflus,
and afeending the arduous heights of the mountain. The palms
and laurels grow there ; and if any of your countrymen afpire to

o/ igion.

gain them, they muft no longer encrvate all the vigour of their
minds by this habit of trifling. 1 would have them be erpe-
tual competitors with the Englith 1 manly wit and {ubftantral
learning, But let the competition be tiendly. ' There is'no-
thing which fo contra@®s and debafes the mind as national envy.
True wit, like true virtue, naturally loves its own inAe; in wlist-

ever place it 1s found.

S e S R N
HEHOE R R RO

DI AL ©O:'G Uds |1 3%Ve
Ocravia—PoRTIA—ARRIA

PO BT T A
O W has it:happened, OQavia, that Arria and I, who have
a higher fank than you in the temple of Fame, {(hould
have a lower here in Elyfium? We are told, that the virtues,

Hhh you
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you exetted, as a wife, were greater than our’s. = Be fo good as
to explain to us what were thofe virtues, ' It is the privilege of
this place, that one can bear fuperiority without mortification.
The _}mloaﬁ' of precedence died with the reft of our mortal
f ailties, Tell us then your own flory,. We will fit down

under the fhade of this myrtle grove, and liften to it with

pleafure.

OCTAVIA

Noble Iadies, the glory of our fex and of Rome, I will not
refufe to comply with your delire, though it recalls to my mind
fome fcenes, my heart would wifh to forget. There can be only
one reafon why Minos (hould have given to my conjugal virtues
a preference above your’s; which is, that the trial afligned to
them was harder.

A R RT A

How ! madam; harder than 7o die for your hufband! We

died for ours,
OCTAVIA

You did, for hufbands who loved you, and were the moft
virtuous men of the ages they lived in; who trufted you with
their lives, their fame, their honour. To oarfive fuch hufbands
1§, In my judgement, a harder effort of virtue, than to die for
them or with them. - But Mark Antony, to whom my brother
O&avius, for reafons of ftate, gave my hand, was indifferent to
me, and loved another. Yet he has told me himfelf, T was
handfomer than his miftrefs Cleopatra. Younger I certainly
was ; and to men zhat is generally a. charm fufficient to turn
the feale in one’s favour, .. I had been loved by Marcellus. An-
tony {aid he loved me, when he pledged to me his faith. Perhaps
he did for a time: a new handfome woman might, from his
natural inconftancy, make him forget an old attachment. He
was but toe amiable—His very vices had charms beyond other
mens, vietyes. - Such, vivacity | fuch fire | fuch a tow ertog pride !
He {cemed made by nature to command ; to govern the world ;
to govern it with fuch eale, that the bufinefs of it did not rob

him
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him of an hour of pleafure ! Neverthelels, while his inclination

for me continued, this: haughty lerd of mankind,, who could
hardly bring his high {pirit to: treat my brother, his partner in
empire, with the neceflary refpedt, was to me as fubmiflive, as
obedient to every wifh of my heart, as the humbleft lover that

ever fighed in the vales of Arcadia, Thus he feduced my af-
fe@ion from the manes of Marcellus, and fixed it on himfelf.

He fixed it, ladies, (I own it with fome confufion) more fondly

than it had ever been fixed on Marcellus. And when he had

done fo, he fcorned me, he forfook me, he returned to Cleopatra.
Think who I was :—the fifter of Cafar, facrificed to a vile
Egyptian queen, the harlot of Julius, the difgrace of her fex!

Every outrage was added that could incenfe me {till more. He

gave her, at fundry times, as public marks of his love, many
provinces of the empire of Rome in the Eaft. He read herg..plorens
love-letters openly, in his tribunal -itfelf; even while'he was L of 4
hearing and judging the caufes of kings. Nay he left his tri-
bunal, and one of the beft Roman orators pleading before him,

to follow her litter, in which fhe happened to be paffing by at
that time. But, what was more gricvous to me than all thefe
demonitrations of his extravagant paflion for that infamous wo-
man, he had the affurance, in a letter to my brother, to call LerV.s
bis wife. . Which of you, ladies, could have patiently borne this Cefre.
treatment ?

A RoR I N

Not I, madam, in truth. Had T been in your place, the
dagger with which I pierced my own bofom, to thew my dear
Pxtus bow eafy it was to die, that ‘dagger hould I have plunged
into Antony’s heart, if picty to the gods, and a due refpect to
the purity of my own foul, had not ftopped my hand. = But,
I verily believe, 1 fhould have killed myfelf; not, as I did, out
of affetion to my hufband, but out'of fhame and indignation‘at
the wrongs I endured.

Hhh2 PORTT A
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| T e e .
I muft own, O&avia, that to bear fuch ufage was hardertoa
voman than zo_fwallow fire.
OCTAVIA
Yet I did bear.it, madam, ult]m:.t a complaint, whick
eenld hurt or offend my hufband.  Nay, more; at his returmr
trom his Parthian expedition, which his impatience to bear a
Jong ablence from Cleopatra had made unfortunate and inglo-
rious, [ .went to meet him in Syria, and carried with me |lc_11
prefents of clothes and money for his t roops, a great number of
horfes, and two thoufand chofen foldiers, LqulppLJ and armed
like my brother's praztorian bands. He fent to flop me at
Athens, becaufe his miftrefs was then with him. I obeyed his
orders : but I wrote to him, by one of his moft faithful friends,
a letter full of refignation, and fuch a tendernefs for him as I
imagined might have power to touch his heart. My envoy
ferved ‘me fo well, he fet my fidelity in fo fair a light, :"1r] gave
fuch reafons. te /Antony, why he mwht to fee and receive me
with kindnefs, that Cle patra was .11 wmed. | All her arts were
employed to prevent him from {feeing me; and to draw him
again _into }.;" st.—Thofe arts pr evailed, He fent me back
into Italy, and gave himftlf up more abfolutely than ever to the
witcheraft of that Cires.  He added Africa to the flates he had
beftowed on her before; and declared Cefario, her {purious ‘fon
y Julius Ceefar, heir to all her dominions, except Pheenicia,
and Ciliciz, \1'.'1I.<;:|., with the Upper Syna, he gave to Prolemy,
his fecond fon by her; and at the fame time declared his cldeft
fon by her, whom he had (fpul.tfu'l to the princefs of Media,
heir to that kingdom, and king of: Armenia, nay, and of the
whole 'Parthian empire, which he meaned to conquer for bizm.
Thechildten I'had brought him he entirely negleéied, asif they
had been baftards.—1 wept. . I lamented . the ‘wretched ' ca pti=
vity 'he ‘was inj—but I never reproached him./ 'My brt:i..r--_-r,
exafperated at fo many indignities, commanded me to quit the
heufe
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houfe of my hufband at Rome, and come into his.—I refufed
to obey him,—I remained in Antony’s houfe, I perfifted ta
take care of his children by Fulvia, the fame tender care, as of
my own. I gave my pmrcﬂmn to all his friends at Rome.
I 1[11:1[_“1- -d my hrnt]ur not to make my 1L'1:m.h Or My Wrongs
the caufe of ‘a civil war. But the injuries s done to Rome h'-.e
"kt“om s conduét could not pofiibly be forgiven. When he
found he Mould draw the Roman arms on !11,"“{'..“' he fent or-
ders to me to leave his houfe. I did 1o, but carried with-me
all lua children by Fulvia, except Antyllus, the eldeft, who
was then with him in Egypt. After his death and Cleopa-
tra’s, I took her children by him, and bred them up with my
own.
AR R L A
Is it poffible, madam? the children of Cleopatra?

OICT &V il ks

'u:., the children of my rival. T married her ¢ Jaughterta
Juba, king of Mauritania, the moft accomplithed; and ithe
handfomeft prince n the worl 1d.

AR KR T A

Tell me, Oftavia, did not your pride and refentient en-
tirely cure you of your pwﬂmn for Antony, as foon ag you faw
him go back lr(,u:O'mL ra? and was not your whole condnd
afrerwards the effeét of cool reafon, undifturbed by the agita-
tions of jealous and tortured love?

Q' Ci TV AV T M
You probe my heartvery deeply.. | That bhad fomechelp
from refentment and the natural pride of my fex, I will net
deny.: But I wasnot become /ndifferent to my hufband: I loved
the Antony who had been i11_‘.-" lover, more than I was angry
with the A 1‘;:-:‘:‘.‘1}‘ who forfook me, and me-cl frnnt!ﬁc'r woman:
Had he! lefe’ Cleopatia; ‘'and returned to6 me again wich all /his
2 former




DIALOGUES OF THE ! DE AD.

former affe&ion, I really believe I thould have loved him as
well as before.
AR R I A

If the merit of a wife is to be meafured by her fufferings,
your heart was unqueftionably the moft perfedt model of con-
jugal virtue. The wound 1 gave mine was but a feratch'in
comparifon to many you felt. Yet I don’t know, whether it
would be any benefit to the world, that there fhould be in it
many O&avias. Too Lgood _ﬁa-fa‘jfﬂ.r are apt to make bad
J%."‘.‘.g.)‘.

F O R.T T XA,

True, Arria; the wives of Brutus and Cecinna Patus may
be allowed to have fpirits a little rebellious. O&avia was edu-
cated in the court of her brother. Subje&ion and Patience
were much better taught there than in our houfes, where the
Roman hberty made its laft abode : and though I will not dif-
pute the judgement of Minos, I can’t help thinking that the af-
fection ot a wife to her hufband is more or lefs refpectable in
proportion to the chara&er of that hufband.  If I could have
had for Antony the fame friendfhip as I had for Brutus, I {hould
have defpifed myfelf,

0,C.T AV 1 A

My fondnefs for Antony was ill placed ; but my perfever-
ance in the performance of all the duties of a wife, notwith-
ftanding his ill ufage, a perfeverance made more difficult by
the very excefs of my love, appeared to Minos the higheft and
moft meritorious effort of female refolution, againft the feduc-
tions: of the moft dangerous enemy to ourvirtue, offended pride.

DI A-
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Louise pe Cornrani, Princefls of Orange.

Frances Warsinaguam, Countels of Effex and of Clan-
rickard ; before Lady Sipney.
PRINCESS OF OR ANGE.

OUR deftinics, madam, had a great and lurprmng con-

formity. I was the daughter Df admiral Coligni, you of
fecretary Walfingham, two pErﬁms who were the moft con-
fummate {tatefmen and ableft fupports of the Proteftant reli-
gion, in France, and in England. I was married to Coligni,
the fineft gentleman of our party, the moft admired for his
valour, his virtue, and his learning: you to Sir Phitip Sidney,
who enjoyed the fame pre-eminence among the Englith. Both
thefe hufbands were cut off, in the flower of their youth and of
glory, by violent deaths, and we both married again'with ftill
greater men; I with William Prince of Or“mg: the founder e S
of the DutLh Commonwealth ; you with Devereux earl of e Hollasc
Effex, the favourite of Elizabeth, and of the whole Englifh wige.
nation. But, alas! to compleat the refemblance of our fates, 3¢
we both faw thofe fecond Imﬂﬂ nds, who had raifed us fo h}gh Essex.
deftroyed.in the full meridian of ihur glory and greatnefs ; mine
by the piftol of an aflaflin ; your’s #ill more unhappily, by the
axe, as a traitor.

COUNTESS OF CLANRICKARD:

There was indeed in fome: principal events of our lives the
conformity you obferve. . But your deftiny, though it raifed
you hl-?mr ‘than me, was more unhr.--ly than mine. For
my fnhci lived honourably, and died in peace: your's was af-
faflinated in his old age. How, madam, did you {upport or
recover your {pirits under fo many misfortunes ?

4 PRI Na
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BRENCESS OF, ORANGE.
¢ p]i':u: -"E Or:m{:v;: left an‘infant fon- to my ‘care.| The
4L1mt.n{> of him to be w rerthy of o illuftrious a father, to be

the heir of I'I."x virtue as well as of his greatnefs, and the affairs
of the commonwealth, in which [ interefted myfelf for his
fake, fo filled my mind, that they in fome mealure took from
me the fenfe of my grief, which nothing but fuch a great and
important {cene of bL]{"hL..[b, fuch a mccﬂhn tafk - of private
and p'wl:c duty, could have ever relieved. But let me en-
quire in my tarn 3 how did your heart find a balin to alleviate
the anguilh of the wounds it had fuffered ? what employed your
widowed hours after the death nl your Effex ?
COUNTESS OF CLANRICKARD:
Madam, T did not long continue a widow : ' I 'married again.
PRINCESS OF ORANGE

Married again! With what prince, what king did you
marty ! The widow of Sir Philip Sidney and of my lord
Effex could not defcend from them to a fubje@ of lefs illuftrious
fame’; and where could you find one that was comparablé to
either ?

COUNTESS OF CLANRICKARD.

I did not feek for one, madam: the heroifm of the former;
and the ambition of the latter, had made me very unhappy. 1
defired a quiet life and the joys of wedded love, with an agree-
able, virtuous, well-born, unambitious, unenterprifing hufband.
All this I found in the earl of Clanrickard: and, believe me,
madam, I enjoyed more {olid felicity“in Ireland with him, chan
I'ever md imilL‘Lu‘} with my two former hufbands, in the
pride of their glory, when E nffl.lnd and-all E urope J’LﬁJLll‘l(ICd
with their pmlh..

PRINCESS OF ORANGE.

Can it be poflible, that the daughter of Wa lmghln, and
the wife of bldm} and Effex, thould have fentiments o inferior

to
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to the minds from which fhe fprung, and to which f(he was
matched ! Believe me, madam, there was no hour of the matty
years I -lived after the death of the pnnce of Orange, in which
1 would have exchanged the pride and joy, I LOII[IHUJ.“V had in
hearing his praife, and feeing the monuments of his L}low in
the frec commonwealth his. wifdom had founded; for any
other dclghm the world could give. The cares that I thared
with him, while he remained upon earth, were a happinefs
to my mind, becanfe they exalted its powers. The remem-
brance of them was dear to me after I had loft him: | 1
thought, his great foul, though removed to a higher {phere,
would look down upon mine with fome tendernefs of affection,
as its fellow-labourer in the heroic and divine work of delivering
and freeing his country. But to be divorced from that foul!
to be no longcr his wife! to be the confort of an inferior,, in-
glorious hufband! I had much rather have died a thoufand
deaths, than that my heart fhould one moment have con-
ceived fuch a thought.
COUNTESS OF CLANRICKARD,

Your highnefs muft not j.udgt: of all hearts b}* your own.
The ruling paflion of zhat was ﬂppnrenlf}-‘ ambition. My in-
clinations were not fo noble as your’s, but better fuited, per-
haps, to the nature of woman. I loved Sir Philip Sidney, I
loved the earl of Effex, rather as amiable men than as heroes
and ftatefmen. They were fo taken up with their wars and
flate-affairs, that my tendernefs for them was too often neg-
lected. The earl of Clanrickard was Lunﬁmtl} and wholly
mine. He was brave, but had not that /piriz of r:waf.lj,
with which Sir Philip Sidoey was abfolugely poﬁeﬁld He
had, in a h!éh degree,  the L]'LE[TI of Eliza JC[]I, but did not
alpire to her fove; nor did he wilh to be the mval of Carr or of
Villers in the affeion of James. Such, madam, was the man
on whom my laft ¢hoice beftowed my hand, and whoie kind-
nefs compf.m.Ltcd for all my misfortunes ! “:0"1&{:;} e has af-

@ figned
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figned to different tempers different comforts. To you it gave
& education of a prmcc, the government of a ihlL, the pride
of being called the wife of a hero; to me a gosd /iw ving bufband,
quiet, opulenrc, nobility, .md a fair reputation, though not in
a degree {o exalted as your’s. If our whole ﬂ_,\ were to chufe
bc,m een your confolations and mine, your highnefs, I think,
would find very few of your tafte, But I 1L1"|mﬁ. the fublimity
of your ideas. Now that we have no bodies, they appear lefs un-
natural than I thould have thought them in the other world,
PRINCESS OF ORAN
Adieu, madam ; our fouls are of a d]ﬂclcnt order, and were
not made to fympathize or converfe with each other.

B R ORI
B DA 000G SE S XVIE
Marcus BrurTus—PomMPoONIUS ATTICUS.

B R U T DL
X’ ELL, Atticus, I find, that, notwithftanding your
triendfhip for Cicero and for me, you {furvived us both
many, years, with the fame chearful {pirit you had always pui-
{efled,. and, by prudently wedding your du|=rh¢r to Agrippa,
fecured the favour of Od&avius (_.11.1'., and even wntleLd a
clofe alliance with him by your grand-daughter’s marriage with
Tiberius Nero.
S S e
You know, Brutus, my philofophy was the EpEcurean. I
loved my friends, and 1 ferved them in their wants and dif-
ftrefles with great generofity 3 but I did not think. myfelf
obliged to die when they died, or not to make others, as oc=
m[mnu thould offer.

2 ERUTUS,
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B.R U T Uss, A

You did, 1 acknowledge, ferve your friends, as firas you
could, without bringing yourfelf, on their account, into any
great danger or difturbance of mind : but that you /eved them,
I much doubt: If you loved Cicero, how could you love
Antony P if you loved me, how could you love O&avius ? if
you loved Octavius, how could you avoid taking part againit
Antony in their laft civil war? Affe&ion cannot be fo {trapgely

divided, and with {fo much equality, among men of fuch op-
polite charaéers, and who were fuch irreconcileable enemies to
each other.

ATTICUS,

From my earlieft youth I pofiefled the fingular talent of 1n-
gratiating myfelf with the heads of different parties, and yet
not engaging with any of them, fo far as to difturb my own
quict. My family was connected with the Marian party ; and,
though I retired to Athens, that I might not be unwillingly
involved in the troubles, which that turbulent faction had

egun to excite, yet, when young Marius was declared an
enemy by the fenate, I fent him a {fum of money, to fupport

him in his exile, Nor did this hinder mé from making/my
court {o well to Sylla, upon his coming to Athens, that I ob-
tained from him the higheft marks of his favour.* 'Neverthes

lefs, when he prefled me to go with him to Rome, T declined Yid ©

it, being as unwilling to fight for him againft the Marian party, Vi
as for theny againft him. He admired my condu& ;' and, at
his departure from Athens, ordered all the prefents made to
him during his abode in that city, to be carried to me. I re-
mind you of this, only to fhew that moderdtion in all conten-
tions of this kind had been always my iple’s and ‘that in
the infkihces vou mentioned I did riot a& from any levity ior
inconftancy in my nature, but from a regular’ confiftent plan
of condu&, which my reafon convinced me"was the wilelt 1
could follow. .

2 Err-e BERUTUS.
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BRWUWTTUS.

I remember indeed that you obferved the fame neutrality be-

tween Pompey and Julius Caefar,
ATTICUS.

I did fo—and that I might be able to do it with dignity,
and without the reproach of ingratitude, I never would accept
any office or honour from either of thofe great men ; nor from
Cicero, though my fifter had married his brother; nor from
vou, Moreus Hmtm, whoie friendfhip I thought the greateft
imnuur of my life

BR U T U S,

Are there no obligations to a good heart, Pomponius, but
honours and offices ? or could voun, by refufing to encumber
your felf with thefe, diffolve all other ties? But, fetting afide
any confiderations of pmatL affe@tion or efteem, how was you
able to reconcile your condu@ with that which is the 111]111:*_
principle in the heart of every virtuous man, and more efpe-
cially a virtuous Roman, zhe love of the public #

o B O

The times I lived in were fo bad, and the confli& of parties
had fo little to do in reality with the love of the public, that |k
thought my virtue much fafer and purer by .lk'oldmg, than
mixing in the fray.

BRUTUS.

Poflibly, in the difpute between Marius and Sylla, and even
in that between Pompey and Cafar, a virtuous man might fee
fo much to blame on beth fides, and fo much to fear, which-
ever faétion fhould overcome the other, as to be juftified in not
engaging with either. But let me fay, without vanity, in the
war which I waged againft Antony and O&avius you could
have nothing to blame : for T know you approved the principle
upon which 1 killed Julius Cafar, Nor had you any thing to
fear if our arms had fucceeded ; for vou knew that my ins

tentions
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tentions were upright and pure;, nor was it doubtful that
Caffius was as much determined as I to reftore the Republic,
How could you then, with any fenfe of virtue in your heart,
maintain an indifference and neutrality between the' deliverers
and the zyrants of your country ?

AT TECY %

My anfwer to this will neceflarily require explanations,,
which my refpeét to the manes of Brutus makes me wilh to
avoid.

BRUTUS,

In the other world I loved truth, and was defirous that all
might fpeak it with freedom = but here even the tender ears of
a tyrant are compelled to endure it. 1f I committed any faults,
or erred in my judgement, the calamities 1 have fuffered are a
punifhment for it. Tell me then truly, and without fear of
offending, what you think were my failings.

AT, T €UCE.

You faid that the principle upon which you killed Julius:
Cafar had my ;1'11.111':)!1:11'1011. This I do not deny :—but did I
ever declare, or give you reafon to believe, that I thought it a
prudent or well-timed a2 I had quite other thoughts, Na-
thing ever feemed to me worfi judged or worfe tivsed ; and thefe,
Brutus, wefie my reafons. Caefar was juit {etting out to make
war on the Parthians, This was an enterprize of no little
difficulty, and no little danger. But his unbounded ambition,,
and that reftlefs fpirit, which never would fuffer him to take

of marching, after he had conquered the whole Parthian em-
pire, along the coaft of the Cafpian fea and the fides of Mount
Caucafus, into Scythia, in order to fubduc all the countries
that border on Germany, and Germany ifelf ;s from whence
he i*.rolo?:d to return to Rome by Gaul, Conlider now, I

befeech

€3

I Platarchs.

any repofe, did not intend to fop there.  You know very well, ¥
(for he hid pothing from vou) that he had for G, L O A Ca
(tor he hid pothing from you) t at he had formed. a valt plan, Cetr.

pl.




430

P 1 A470G U ESS Y9 FHE "DE A D
befeech you,; “how much'time ‘the éxccution lof this pfoje@ re-
quired. In fome of his battles with {o many ferce and warlike
nations, the brave®t of all the barbarians, he might have been
flain: but if he had not, difeafe, or age itfelf, might have

ended his life, before he could have compleated fuch an ime
menfe undertaking. - He was, when you killed him, in his
fifty-fixth year, and of an infirm conflitution. Except his

baftard by Cleopatra, he had no fon: nor was his power fo ab:
{olute, or fo quietly fettled, that he could have a thought of
bequeathing the empire, like a private inheritance, to his
fLifter’s grandfon, O&avius. While he was abfent, there was no
reafon to fzar any viclence, or male-adminiftration in [taly, or
in Rome. Cicero would have had the chief authority in the
enate.  The pratorfhip of the city had been conferred upon
you by the favour of Cefar ; and your known credit with him,
added to the high reputation of your virtues and abilities, gave
you a weight in all bufinefs; which none of his party, left be-
hind him in Ttaly, would have been able to oppofe. What a
fair profpe@ was here of good order, peace, ‘and liberty at
home, ‘while abroad the Roman name would have been ren-
dered more glorious, the difgrace of Craflus revenged, and the
empire extended beyond the utmoft ambition of our forefathers,
by the greateft general that ever led the armies of Rome, or,
perhaps, of any other nation ! What did it fignify, whether in
Afia, and among the barbarians, that general bore the name
of king, or dicator ? Nothing could be more puerile in you
and your friends, than to flart fo muach at the propofition of
his taking that name in Italy itfelf; when you had fuffered him
to enjoy all the power of royalty, and much more ‘than any
g of Kome had poffefied, from Romulus down to Tarquin.
ol € ot L ol -
We confidered that name as the lalt infult offered t& our i
and ‘our laws. It was an cnfign of tyranny, hung out
L vainand arrogant purpofe of rendering the fervitude of
Rome

a
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Rome more apparent.  We therefore determined to punifh
the tyrant, and reftore our country to freedom.
ATTICUS
You punifhed the tyrant, but you did not reftore your coun-
try to frcedom. By fparing Antony, againft the opinion of
Caflius, you fuffered the tyranny to remain. He was conful,
and, from the moment that Czlar was dead, the chief power
of the ftate was in his hands. The foldiers adored him for
his liberality, valour, and military franknefs. His eloguence
was more perfuafive from appearing unftudied. The nobility
of his houfe, which defcended from Hercules, would naturally
- fame his heart with ambition. The whole courfe of his
life had evidently fhewn, that his thoughts were high and al-
piring, and that he had little refpect for the liberty of his
country,  He had been the fecond man in Cefar’s party: by
faving him’ you gave a new head to that party, which could
no longer fubfit without your ruin. Many, who would have
wilhed the reltoration of liberty, if Cafar had dieda natural’
death, were fo incenfed at his murder, that merely for the
fake of punilbing #zhat, they were willing to confer all power
upon Antony, and make him abfolute mafter of the republic,
'This was particularly true with refpedt to the veterans who
had ferved under Cefar: and he faw it {5 phinly, that he
prefently availed himfelf of their difpofitions. You and Caffius
were obliged to fly out of Italy; and Cicero, who was un-
willing to take the fame part, could find no expedient to
fave himf{elf and the fenate, but the wretched one of fupporting
and raifing very high another C=far, the adopted fon and
heir of him you had {flain, to oppofe Antony, and to divide
the Cezfarean party.  But even while he did this, he perpe-
tually offended that party, and made them his enemies, by
harangues in the fenate, which breathed the very f{pirit of the
old Pompeian fadtion, and made him appear to Q&avius, and
a1l the friends of the dead dicator, no lefs guilty of his death,
than
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than thole who had killed him. What could this end in, but
that which you and your friends had moft to fear, a reunion
of the whole Czfarean party, and of their principal leaders,
however difcordant the one with the other, to deflroy the Pom-
peians ? For my own past, I forefaw it long before the event,
and therefore kept myfelf wholly clear of thofe procecdings, —
You think I ought to have joined you and Caflius at Philippi,
becaufe I knew your good intentions,.and that, if you fuc-
ceeded, you defigned to reftore the commonwealth. T am
perfuaded you did both agree in that point; but you differed
in fo many others, there was fuch a diffimilitude in your tem-
pets and characters, that the union between you could not
have lafted long ; and your diffention would have had moft
fatal effedts, with regard both to the fettlement and to the
adminiftration of the republic. Befides, the whole mafs of it
was in fuch a fermentation, and fo corrupted, that I am con-
vinced new diforders would foon have arifen. If you had ap-
plied gentle remedies, to which your nature inclined, thofe
remedies would have failed : if Caffius had induced you to act
with feverity, your government would have been fligmatized
with the name of a tyranny more deteftable than that againft
which you confpired; and Cafar’s clemency would have beem
the perpetual topic of every factious oration to the people, and
of every leditious difcourle to the {oldiers. Thus you would
have foon been plunged in the miferies of another civil war,
or perhaps aflaflinated in the fenate, as Julius was by you.
Nothing could give the Roman empire a lafting tranquillity, but
fuch a prudent plan of a mitigated imperial power, as was af-
terwards formed by O@&avius, when he had ably and happily
delivered himfelf from all oppofition and partner(hip in the
government.  Thofe quiet times I lived to fee; and I muft fay,
they were the belt I ever had feen, far better than thofe under
the turbulent ariftocracy for which you contended. And let
me boalt a little of my own prudence, which, through fo many

{tornis,
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forms, could fiéer me fafeyinto,that post. Had it only given
me fafety, without reputation I.{hould net, think that:I ought
to' value mylelf upon it But in. all. thele revolutions my
ined as; unimpaired.as. my fortune, I fo con-

honour  rei
duded myfelf, that I Joik.no efteem, in being Antony’s fricnd,
after having been Cicere’s; ‘or in my alliance with Agrippa
and Auguftus Cafary after my friend(hip with you. Nor did
either Caefar or Antony  blame my ina&ion Jn the' quarrels be-
tween them; but, on the contrary, théy both fcemed to re-
(pe@ me the more for the neutrality 1 obferved. My obliga-
tions to the one, and alliance with the other, made it improper
for me to a& againft either: and my conftant tenour of lite
had procured me an exemption from all civil wars by a kind
ot prefcription.
BAR U TS,
If man were born to-no: higher purpofe, than to wear out
a. long life in eafe and profperity, with the general efteem of
the world, your  wildom was evidently as much fuperior  to
mine, as,my life was. (horter and more unhappy, than yOur's,
Nay, I verily believe, 1t exceeded. the prudence of: any other
man. that ever exifted, confidering in what difficult . circom-
flances you were placed, and with how many violent thocks
and fudden changes of fortune you were obliged to contend.
But Aere the molt wirtuous and. public/pirited. conduét is found
to. have been the moft prwdests . "Lhe motives of our actions,
not the fuccefs, give us bere renown, And, could I return to
that life from. whence I am efcaped, I would .not change my
charadter.. to imitate your's: I would again be  Brutus rather
than Atticus.. Even without SU€ {weet hope of. an eternal
reward in 4 more perfect ftate, which is the ftrongeft and molt
immovable fupport to the good under every misfortune, I {wear
by the gods, I would not give up the noble feelings.of my beart,
that elevation of mind which accompanies a&tive and {uffering
virtug, for your feventy-feven years of conftant - tranguillity,
Kkk ' wwith

=
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with all the praile you obtained from the learned men whom
you patronized, or the great men whom you courted.

R B
Dl L OGN e XV,

Wirriam e Tuirp, King of England.—Joun pe Wi,
Penfionary of Holland.
WILLIAM.
HOUGH I had no caufe to love you, yet, believe me, I
fincerely lament your fate. Who could have thought that
De Witt, the moft Pupuiar minifter that ever ferved a com-
monwealth, fhould fall a facrifice to popular fury ! Such ad-
mirable talents, fuch virtues, as you were endowed with, fo clear,
fo cool, fo comprehenfive a head, a heart fo untainted with
any kind of vice, defpifing money, defpifing pleafure, defpifing
the vain oftentation of greatnefs, fuch application to bufinefs,
fuch ability in it, fuch courage, fuch firmnefs, and fo perfect
a knowledge of the nation you governed, feemed to afiure
you of a ‘fixed ‘and flable fupport in the public affection. But
nothing' can' be durable that depends on the paffions of the
people.
DE WITT.

It is very generous in your majefty, not only to compaf-
fionate the fate of a man, whole. political principles made him
an enemy to your greatnels, but afcribe it to the caprice and
inconftancy of the people; as if there had been nothing very
blameable in his.condudt. | I fecl the magnanimity of this dif-
courfe from your majefty, and it confirms what I have heard
of all your behaviour after my death. But I muft. frankly
confefs, that, although the rage of the populace was carried
much too far, when they tore me and my unfortunate brother
to plu,ces, yet I certainly had deferved to lole their affe&ion,
by relying too much on the uncertain and dangerous trlmdllup

of
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of France, and by weakening the military ftrength of the
flate, to ferve little purpnfcs of my own power, and decure to
myfelf the interefted affe@ion of the burgomalters, or others,
who had credit and weight in the fadion, the favour of which
I courted. This had almoft fubjected my country to France,
if you, great prince, had not been fet at the head of the fal-
ling republic, and had not exerted fuch extraordinary virtues
and abilities, to raife and fupport it, as furpafled even the he-
roifm and prudence of William, our firft ftadtholder, and equal-
led you to the moft illuftrious patriots of Greece or Rome.
WILLIAM

This praife from your mouth is. glorious to me indeed !
What can fo much exalt the chara&er of a prince, as:to have
his aftions: approved by a zealous republican, and the enemy
of” his  houfe!

BE WELTT

If I did not approve them, I hould fhew myfelf the enemy
of the republic. You never fought to tyrannize over it 3 you
loved, you defended, you p eferved its freedom. . Thebes pvas
ot more indebted to ]*'p:uninunﬁus, or Pelopidas, for its in-
dependance and glory, than the United Provinces were to you.
How wonderful was it to fee a youth, who had fearce attained
to the twenty-fecond year of his age, whofe fpirit had been
deprefled and kept down by a jealous and hoftile fadtien,
rifing at once to the condut of a moft arduous and perilous
war, {topping an enemy victorious, triumphant, who had: pe-
petrated into ‘the heart of his country 3 driving him back, and
recovering from him all he had conquered :, to fee this done
with an army, in which, a little before; there was neither dil-
cipline, courage, nor fenfe of honour! Ancient hiftoty has no
exploit fuperior to it nd ‘it will ennoble the modern, when-
ever a Livy ora Plutarch fhall arife; to do juftice to it and
{et the hero who 1‘.-r;ri":_11'mr:d it in a true light.

KK 2 WILLIAM.
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WILLIAM
Say, rather, when time fhall have worn out that malignity

and rancour of party, which in free flates is fo apt to oppe ole
itfelf to the fentiments of gratitude and efteem for lf'h.ir {ervants

and benefa@ors.

=

DE WITT

How magnanimous was your reply, how much in the {pirit

of true ancient wvirtue, when being alked, in the greatelt ex-
i_}jl:_{:::\:‘-’ﬁtn[nltv of our dantfu “‘ Ho‘-::-'_ yow intended to live n,"m Hol-
fromthe  ** Jond was lof} 2” You faid, * You would live om the lands vou
® 1675, b Eihied left in Germany, amf bad rather pafi your life in bunt-
mtaeR z‘fﬂg.r'.ez than fell your country or liberty to France at any
' ¢ rate!I”. How nobly did you thi uL, when, being offered your
patrimonial lordfhips and lands in the county of Burgt mcfy,
or the full value of them from France, by the mediation of
England, in the treaty of peace, your anfwer was, *¢ T'::.-.*,

“ 10 gain one good town more for the ;Sf‘ddfﬂﬂfj 12 Flanders,

 you would ée conitent to lofe ihem alll” NWo WOﬂdLI‘, after

this,  that you were able to combine all Europe in a league
agunl’c the poWLr of France; that you were the center of

union, and the dire@ing foul of il..:t wile, that generous con-
federacy, formed by your labours ; Lhu: you Louf.. fteadily
fuppnrt ml keep it mvc,thu- in Ip:r:: of rc-uuln.d misfortunes

that even after deiuu you were as F(JI’I']‘HJI[J}C to Louis, as

01:}1e1 generals after victories; and that in the end you lacmn*c

he deliverer of Europe, as you had before been of Holland.

W I LoL'T A M,

I had in truth no other obje&, no other ‘p'lfir(m at heart,
throughout my whole life, but to maintin the inde -pendance
and freedom of Europe, againft the ambition of France. It
was this defire which formed the whole piau of my policy,
which animated all my counfels, both as prince of Orange and

! king of England.




DI A OHEG R XViIL
D B W Rl g1y

This defire was the moft noble l_f ianL it 1.'»;1[. fhame), that
could warm the heart of a prince, w hofe anceftors had -.',-P'if-:_][Lgi,
and in a great mea fure deftroyed, the pm er of mln'm, when
that nation afpired to the =110n¢..c,h\' of Europe. - France, fir,
in your days, ]md an equ: al ambition and more ftrength to fup-
port her valt defi gns, than Spain under the government of
Philip the Sccond. lh:a’-. e‘.mhmnr you reftrained, that ftrength
vou refifted. I, alas! was feduced by her perfidious court,
and by the neceflity of affairs in that fyftem of I.‘t"]it"'.-' which
I had qcl,:u-*tcd to afk her affiftance, to 1\1.. on her favour, L..ui
to make E"c LU-.".HﬂOll"-’-’C:Lllh whofe counfels I dire@ed, fubfe
vient to her greatnefs. — Permit me, fir, to explain to you :!‘-c
motives of my condué, If all the princes of Orange had
a@ted like you, I fhould never have been the enemy -of your
houfe. = But ‘prince Maurice of Naffau defired to nplm{a the
liberty of that flate, wh Lh his virtuous father had freed at the
expence of his life, and which he himfe -1' had defended, againft
the arms of the houfe of Auftria, with the highelt reputation
of military abilities. Under a pretence of relig ton (the' moit
execrable cover of a wicked defign) he put to death, asa cri-
minal, that upright minifter, Bar nevelt, his father’s beit fi riend,

becaufe he refufed to concur. with him in trea {on againttthe

flate. He likewife imy:-llimcd feveral other good men- and
lovers of their country, confifcated their ellates, ;nu"l ruined
their families.  Yet, after he had done thefe cruel a&ts of 10
juftice, with a view to ma ke himfelf fovereign of the Dutch
commonwealth, he found they had drawn fuch a genera
upon him, that, not daring- to accomplith ] is iniquit
1«-;,1n., he ﬂoh ped: fhort of the tyranny to '
ficed his honour and virtue: a dii}-i“l'n':;“--‘:--'
and {o painful to his 5'a.111tf.} that, it probab
death..
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W I1I'L L T'A M
Would to heaven he had died before the meeting of that in-

famous {fynod of Dort, by which he not only difhonoured
himfelf and his family, but the Proteftant religion icelf! For-.
give this interruption—my orief forced me to it—I defire you
to proceed.

hE Wi 1T

The brother of Maurice, prince Henry, who {ucceeded to his

dignities 1n the republic, aéted with more moderation. But
the fon of that good prince, your majelty’s father, ({am forry
to' fpeak what I know you hear with pain) refumed, in the
pride and fire of his youth, the ambitious defigns of his uncle.
He failed in his undertaking, and foon afterwards died, but
leéft in the hearts of the whole republican party an incurable
jealoufy and dread of his family. Full of thefe prejudices, and
zealous for liberty, I thought it my duty, as penfionary of
Holland, to prevent for ever, if I could, your reftoration to
the power your anceftors had enjoyed, which I fincerely be-
lieved swould be inconfiftent with the fafety and freedom of my
country.

W 1L E I A M

Let ‘me ftop you a moment here—When my great-grand-
father formed the plan of the Dutch commonwealth, he 'made
the power of a ftadtholder one of the principal fprings in his
fyftem of government. How could you imagine that it would
ever go well when deprived of this {pring, fo neceffary to ad-
juft and balance its motions ! A conftitution originally formed
with no mixture of regal power may long be maintained in all
its vigour and energy, without fuch a power; but, if any de-
erce of monarchy was mixed from the beginaing in the prin-
ciples of it, the forcing that out muft neceflanly diforder and
weaken the whole fabric.  This was particulatly the cafe in
our republic. The negative voice of every fmall town in the
provincial Rates, the tedious flownefs of our forms and deli-

berations,
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berations, the facility with which foreign minilters may feduce
or purchafe the opinions of fo many perfons as have a right to
concur in all our refolutions, make it impofiible for the go-
vernment, even in the quieteft times, to be well darried on,
without the authority and influence of a ftadtholder, which
are the only remedy our conftitution has provided for thofe
evils.
DIE W LT T,
I acknowledge they are—But I and my party thought no
evil fo great as that remedy ; and therefore we fought for
othrer more p‘.ulting refources. One of thefe; upon which we
moft confidently depended, was the friendfhip of France. I
flattered mylelf that the interelt of the French would fecure to
me their favour; as your relation to the crown of England
right naturally raife in them a jealoufy of your power. I
hoped they' would encourage the trade and commerce of the
Dutch, in oppofition to the Englifh, the ancient enemics: of
their crown, and let us enjoy all the benefits of a perpetual
peace, unlefs we made war upon England, or England upon
us; in either of which cafes it was reafonable to prefume we
{hould have their affiftance. The French mimifter at the
Hague, who ferved his court but too well, fo confirmed me
in thefe notions, that I had no apprehenfions of the mine
which was forming under my feet.
W ILLJIAM
You found your authority firengthened by a plan {fo agree-
able to your party; and this contributed more to deceive your
fagacity than all the art of D Eftrades.
L Ay
My policy feemed to me entirely fuitable to the lafting fe-
curity of my' own power, of g
of its maritime greatnefs. For I made it my care to keep up
a very powerful navy, well commanded and officered,, for the

the liberty of my country,,and

defence

£39
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defenet oof allvthefes againft the Englifliy: bur;isasid feared
I

nothing from Franeey ‘or’any power on the:continenty 1 neg-
ledteel vhie apmy s or rather T deffroyed it, by enervating all its

firength, by L‘I]I.b::'.lli‘]]!“g old stroops and o veteran officersy at-
taclied to the houfe of ' Orange, and putting 1o their - plagea
drading militia; commanded by officers.who had neither experi-
ence nor ‘courage, and who owed their promotions to no other
merity but their relation to or intereft 'with fome leading men
i’ the feveral o/igarobies, of which the government in all .the
Dutch' towns. is compofed. Neverthelefs, on the invalion of
Flanders by the French, I was forced to depart from my
clofe connexion. with France, and to cencur with England and
Sweden in the triple alliance, which Sir William Temple pro-
er to check het ambition: but as I entered into
wotfrom choice, T did not pur{'ﬁc

pofed, in ord
that meafure from neceflity,
it. I negledted to improve our union with England, or te
focure that with Sweden ; I avoided any ‘conjunction of coun-
fels with Spain; I formed no alliance with the Emperor ot
the Germans; I corrupted our army miore and ‘more ; tlla
fuddén, unnatural confederacy, ftruck up againit all the maxims
of policy, by the court of England with France, for the con-
queil of the Seven Provinces, brought thefe at once to the very
brink of deftru&ion, and K made me a vi@im to the fury of a
populace too juftly provoked.
w I L LI A M
I muft fay, that your plan was in reality nothing more than
to procure for the Dutch a licence to trade, under the good
pleafiure and gracious protetiion of France. But any ftate that
fo entirelyrdepends on another, is.only a province, and its . /-
berty is:a fervitude graced with a{weet but empty mme., You
{honld have refle@ed, that to a monarch foambitious and fevain
as Louis le Grand, the idea of a conqueft, which feemed. . al-
moft certain, and the defire of humbling a haughty. republic,
5 WCTC
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were temptations irrefiftible.  His bigotry likewife would con-
cur in recommending to him an. enterprife, which he might
think would put herefy under his feet. And if you knew
either the charader of Charles the Second, or the principles of
his government, you ought not to have fuppofed his union
with France for the ruin of Holland an impoflible, or even
improbable event. It is hardly excufable in a ftatefman to be
greatly furpnized, that the inclinations of princes fhould pre-
vail upon them to ad, in many particulars, without any re-
gard to the political maxims and intereft of their kingdoms,

D-E W I T X

I am afhamed of my error; but the chief caufe of it was, sce Temples
that though I thought very ill, 1did not think quite fo ill o
Chatles the Second and his miniftry as they deferved. I ima- el o
gined too that his parliament would reftrain him from en- 5% 9%
gaging in fuch a war, or compel him to engage in our defence,
if France fhould attack us. Thefe, T acknowledge, are ex-
cfes, not juftifications. When the French marched into Hel-
land, and found it in a condition fo unable to reift them, my
fame as a minifter irrecoverably funk. For, not to appear a
traitor, 1 was obliged to confefs myfelf a dupe. But what

raife is {ufficient for the wifdom and virtue you fhewed, in

fo firmly rejecting the offers, which I have been informed were
made to you, both by England and France, when firft you
appeared In arms at the head of your country, to give you
the [overeignty of the Seven Provinces, by the afliltance, and
under the protection, of the two crowns! Believe me, great
prince, had I been living in thofe times, and had known the
generous anfwers you made to thofe offers, which were repeated
more than once during the courfe of the war; not the moft
ancient and devoted fervant to your family would have been
more your friend than I.  But who could reafonably hope for
fuch moderation, and fuch a right fenfe of glory, in the mind
L1l of
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of a young man, defcended from ‘kings, whofe mother was
daughter to Charles the Firft, and whofe father had left him
the feducmg example of a very different condu& ? Happy in-
deed was the Englith nation to have fuch a prmca fo nearly
allied to their crown both in blood and by marriage, whom
they might call to be their d:’.lnerm, when h,g;mu' and defpo-
tifm, the two greateft cnemies to human fociety, had almoft
overthrown their whole conftitution in church and ftate |
W I LLTAM

They might have been happy ; but were not.—As foon' as'T
had accompl lithed their deliverance for them, many of them
became my moft 1n'lpu.1r‘.1bic enemies, and even wilhed to reftore
the ur 1{01’{;1.!:1:1@ prince, whom they had fo unanimoufly and fo
juitly expelled from his kingdom. —Such levity feems incre~
dible. ' 1 could not nn”f hn imagined it peflible, in a na<
tion famed for _aum Jenfe, if T had not had proofs of it beyond

ontradiflion. They feemed as much to forcet whar they called
me over for, as that they had called me cver. “'The fecu-
rity ‘of their religion, the maintenance of their liberty, ‘were
no longer ther care.  All was to yield to the incomprehen-
fible doéttine of right divine and p:{gﬁru obedicnce.  Thus the
Tories grew Jacobites ; after h: wmg renounced both ‘that doc-
trine and ' James, by their ‘oppofition to him, by the invitation
of me, and by every act of the pmlmmtnt which gave me the
crown.—But the moft troublefome of my enemies were a fett
of Republicans, who violently oppofed all my meafures, and
joined with the Jacobites in diftur bing my government, only
becaufe it was not a commonwealth.

BUES WOF TAT

'i['hc:y w I]D were republicans under your government in the
kingdom of England did not love li hlrv but pr}rcd to do-
mm:on, and wifhed to throw the nation into a total confufion;
that it might give them a chance of working out from that
anarchy a better flate for themfelves
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S e oD TRl A

Your obfervation is juft. A proud man thinks. himfelf .a
lover of liberty, when he is only impatient of a power 11 gO-
vernment above his own, and, were he a king, or the frft ‘mi-
pifter of a king, would be a tyrant, Neverthelefs T will own
to you, Wwith the candour which, becomes a virtuous, prince,
that there were in England {fome Whigs, and even {fome of the
moft fober and moderate Tories, who, with very honelt inten-
tions, and fometimes with good judgements, pr}?-;mil-ci new, fe-
curities to the libeity of the nation, agaift the prerogative. or
- fluence of the crown, and the corruption of minifters in fu-
ture times. To fome of thefe ] gave way, being convinced
they were right ;. but others I refifted, for fear of weakening
too much, the royal authority, and breaking that. balance; n
which confifts the perfe&ion of a mixed form eof government.
I {hould not, perhaps, have refifted fo many, if I had not feen
in the houfe of commons a difpofition to rife in their demands
on the crown, had they found it more yielding. 1 he difficul-
ties of my government, upon the whole, were {o great, -that 1
once had determined, from mere difguft and relentment,: to
ive back to the nation, aflembled in_parliament, the crown
they had placed on my head, and retire to Holland, where I
found more affe@ion and gratitude in the people. . But I was
ftopped by the earneft {upplications of my, friends, and by an
unwillingnefs to undo the great work 1 had done: efpecially as
1 knew, that, if England fhould return into the hands of king
James, it would be impoflible, in that crilis, to preferve the

reft of Europe from the dominion of France.

DE WITT

Heaven be praifed that your majefty did not perfevere in fo
fatal a refolution! The United Provinces would have been ru-
ined by it together with England.  But 1 cannot enough ex-
prefs my aftonithment, that you fhould have met with fuch
3 97 3 0% treat-
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treatment as could fuggeft fucha thought! The Englith muft
fure be:a/peopleincapable either of liberty or fubjéétion !

W ITLT L I A M

There wcrc, I muft acknowledge, fome faults in my temper,
and {fome in my government, which are an excufe for my fub-
je@s with rcq'ud to the uneaflinefs and difquiet they gave me
My taciturnity, which fuited the genius of the Dutch, l’JHLnd-—
ed theirs. | They love an affable prince: it was chiefly his af-
fability that made them fo fond of Charles the Second.  Their
franknefs and good-humour could: not brook the referve and
coldnefs of my nature. | Then the excefs of my favour to {fome
of the iJL:r'ch, whom I had brought over with me, excited a na-
tional jealoufy in the Englifh, and ‘hurt their pride. My go-
vernment allo appeared, at laft, too unﬂmd} ,» tOO huc’tuaun-?
setween the Whigs and the Tories, which almoft deprived me
of the confidence .mcl affe@tion of both parties. I trufted too
much to the integrity and the purity of my intentions, without
Limg thofer arts that are neceffary to allay the ferment of fac-
tions:and  allure ‘men to their duty by foothing their paffions.
Upon the whole, I am fenfible that I better underftood how to
govern the. Dutch than the Englifh or the Scotch, and fhould
Pl{)hihli' have been thought a greater man, if 1 had not been
king of Great Britain.

R R R o B

Itis a fhame to the Englifh, that gratitude, and affection for
fuch merit as yours, were not able to evercome any little dif-
!mlta arifing r from your temper, and enthrone their deliverer in
the hearts of his people.  But will your majelty give me leave
to alk you one quefltion? Isit true, as I have heard, that many
of them difliked your alliances on the continent, and fpoke of
your war with France as a, Dutch meafure, in which you facri-
ficed England to Holland f

= W I L-
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The cry of the nation at firlt was itrong for 'the war: but
before the end of it the Tories began publickly to talk the lan-
guage you mention. And ne wonder they did ;—for, as they
then had & delire to' fet up apain the maxims of government
which had prevailed in the reign of their beloved Charles the
Second, they could not but reprefent oppofition to France, and
vigorous mealures taken to reftrain her ambition; as unnecefiary
for Enpland : becaufe they well knew that the counfels of that
king had been utterly averfe to fuch meafures ; that his whole
poliéy made him a friend to France ; that he was governed by a
French mifirefs, and even bribed by French money, to give that
court his afliftance, or at leaft his acquiefcence, in all thei
defigns.

D, B W3 T,

A king of England, whofe cabinet is governed by France;.
and who becomes a vile penfioner to a French king, degrades.
him{elf from his royalty, and ought to be confidered as an enemy
to the nation. ' Indeed the whole policy of Charles the Secondy
when he was not forced off from his natural bias, by the necef-
fity he lay under of foothing his parliament, was a conftant, de-
figned, fyftematical oppofition to the intereft of his' people. His
brother, though more fenfible to the honour of England, was,.
by his Popery and defire of arbitrary power, confirained to lean
upon France, and do nothing te obftruét her defigns on the
continent, or leffen her greatnefs. It was therefore necefiary to
slace the Britith crown on your head; not only with a'view to
preferve the religious and civil rights of the people from internal
oppreflions, but to refeue the whole, ftate from that fervile de-
pendance on its natural enemy, which muft unqueftionably have
ended in its-deftrufion. What folly was it to revile your mea-
fures 4broad, as facrificing the interelt of your Britifh domintons
o 'connexions with the continent, and P.rim:ip:lll:; with Hoiland!
had Great Britain no intereft to hinder the French from being

mafters
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mallers of all the Auftrian’ Netherlands, and forcing ‘the Seven
United I’r-:winr'*s, her ftrongeft barrier on the continent againit
the power of that nation, to {fubmit with the reft to their }UE\L ?
n auld her trade, would her coafts, would her capital itfelf, have
been fafe, after fo mighty an encreafe of ﬂwpnmg and failors, as
France would have gained by thofe conquefts? and what could
have prevented them, but the war which you waged, and the al-
liances which you fUTﬂ‘Ldp could the Dutch and the Germans,
unaided by Great Britain, have e attempted to make head againft
a power, which, even with her affiftance, ftrong dn:lipuitcd as it
was, they cnnld hardly reifi ? And after the check which had
hcen given to the encroachments of France, by the efforts of
the ffﬂ orand alliance, did not a new.and greater danger make
it nLck[i.u}' to recur to another fuch league ? was not the union
of "France and Spain under one monarch, ‘or even under one
family, the moft alar ming contingency that ever had threatened
the I:En\.m of Europe?
WwiLLIAM
I thought fo; and I am fure I did not err in my Judwcment
But folly is Ialmd and fa@ion wilfully fhuts her eyes againft
the moft evident truths that crofs her ceﬁgm ;" as the believes
any lies, however' palpable and abfurd, that the thinks will aflift
them,
D E W ITT
The only objecion which feems to have any real weight
againft your {yltem of Pr:-iicx' with regard to the maintenance
Gf a balance of power in Luwp:.:, is the enormous expence
that muft neceflarily attend it; an expence which T am afraid
neither England nor Holland will be able to bear without ex-

treme l}l(,GnVCH]LHCC.
Wi LI eET AL DL

I will anfwer that obje&tion by afking a queftion.  If, when
you was penfionary of Holed, mte!]wcncc had been brought,

that the dykes were ready to break, and ‘the fea was coming in, to
VEI-
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overwhelm and to drown us, what would you have aid to one
of the deputies, who, when you were propofing the proper re-
pairs to ftop the inundation, {hould have objeced to the charge,
as too heavy on the province This was the cafe in a political
fenfe with both England and Holland. The fences raifed to
kecp out {uperftition and tyranny were all giving way : thole
dreadful evils were threatening, with their whole accumulated
force, to break in upon us, and overwhelm our ecclefiaftical
and civil conflitution.  In fuch circumftances to objeét to a ne-
ceflary expence is folly and madnefs.
BB W E LT

It is certain, Sir, that the utmoft abilities of a nation can ne-
ver be fo well employed, as in the unwearied, pertinacious de-
fence of their religion and freedom. When thefe are loft, there
remains nothing that is worth the concern of a good or wile
man. . Nor do I think it confiftent with the prudence of go-
vernment not to guard againft future dangers, as well as pres
fent 3 which precaution muft be often in fome degree expenfive.
I acknowledge too, that the refourees of a commercial conntry,
which fupports its trade, even in war, by invincible feets, and
rakes care not to hurt it in the methods of impofing or colle&-

g its taxes, arc immenie, and inconceivable till the trial is
made; efpecially where the government, which demands the
fupplies, is agreeable to the people. . But yet an walimited and
eontinued. expence will in the end be deftructive;, What mat
it whether a ftate is mortally wounded by the hand of a foreign
enemy,. or dies by a confumption of its own vital ftrength?
Such a confumption will come upon Holland fooner than upon
England, becaufe the latter has a greater radical force = buty
great as it is, that force at laft will be fo diminithed and ex-
haufted by Pcrpttual drains, that it may fail all at once, and
thofe efforts, which may feem moft furprifingly vigorous, will
be in reality zbe r'-j‘.:;v.r;!ﬁ:':;zj .::;"u’:-'.s:r,.?;. I don't apply this to your
majefty’s government ; but I fpeak with-a vicw to wwhat may

i happen

Lers
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happen hereafter from the extenfive ideas of negociation and
war which you have eftablithed. They have been fftlu*tr} to
your kingdom; but they will, I fear, be pernicious in future
times, if, in purfuing greit pl.lns, great minifters do not aét
with a fobriety, prudence, and attention to frugality, which very
feldom are joined with an extraordinary vigour and boldnefs of
counfels.

RO
DIALOGUE XIX.

M. Aricius—DARTENEUF.

DARTENEUF

L A 'S! poor Apicius I—1 pity thee from my heart, for not
having lived in my age and in my country. How many

good cl1fhes, unknown at Rumc in thy d:n s, have 1 feafted upon

in Endland'
APICIUS.

Keep your pity for yourfelf.—How many good difhes have
T feafted upon in Rome, which England does not produce, or
of which the knowledge has been loft, with other treafures of
anthmh, in thefe degenerate days! The fat paps of a fow, the
livers of fcari, the brains of p!m:mc,op!.e; and Ll. tripotan
which confifted of three excellent forts of fith, for whicl
Englith have no names, the Jupus marinus, t hc myxo, and the
Mt ena.

DARTENEUF.
I thought the murera had been our lamprey. We have de-
licate ones in the Severn!

APICIUS
No : — the murzna, fo refpeéted by the ancient Roman fe-
nators, was a falt-water fith, and kept by our nobles in ponds,

into which the fea was admitted.
b A Be
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DARTENEUF.
Why then I dare fay our Severn lampreys are better. Did
you ever eat any of them ftewed or potted ¢
A BTG LA B
I was never in Britain. Your country then was too bar-

barous for me to go thither. I {hould have been afraid that
the Britons would have eat me.
DARTENEUF.

I am forry for you, very forry: for if you never were in See S Fure.

Britain, you never cat the beft oyfters. e
AlP'roruls

Pardon me, Sir, your Sandwich oyfters were brought 0 Ses Javeual

Rome in my time, I'.-'-u-i-::-}:'_.m
# ancient Coine,

DARTENETUTE c. 5. Pars 2.

They could not be frefh: they were good for nothing
there.—You fhould have come to Sandwich to eat them, It
is a {hame for you that you did not.—An epicure talk of danger
when he is in fearch of a dainty ! Did not Leander {wim over
the Hellelpont in a tempeft, to get to his miftrefs? and what
is a wench to a barrel of exquifite oyfters P

AlP T O OE

Nay—1I am fure you can’t blame me for any want of alert- henz.
nefs in feeking fine fithes. T failed to the coaft of Africk L:\'E;f:f
from Minturnz in Campania, only to tafle of one ﬂuec:iu:,_.\,It;:?ujf"‘"
which I heard was larger there than it was on our coait, and
finding .that I had received a falfe information, I returned im-

See Athenw.
K

mediately, without cven deigning to land.
DoAR T'ENEUTF.

There was fome fenfe in that: but why did not you alfo
make a'voyage to 8andwich ? Had youa once tafted thofc oyfters
in their higheft perfection, you would never have come backs
you would have cat till you burft.

Mmm APICIUS.
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AP YCI U, 3,
See Sence. ¢4, 1 ‘wifh I had:—It would have been better than poifoning
Onicl. & . -
bevion. -myfelf; as I did, at Rome, becaufe I found, upon the ba-
Martal.Epig: 1 0 nce of my accounts, I had only the pitiful fum of fourlcore

Bl Ap- thoufand pounds left, which would not afford me a table to

See Arbuth- kcep me from ftarvine,
uot, p. 116, o

DARTENEDUF.

A fum of fourfcore thoufand pounds not keep you from
ftarving ! Would I had had it! I fhould have been twenty
years in fpending it, with the beft table in' London.

AJE G 1 5.
Alas poor man ! this thews that you Englith have no idea of
See Abaih-"the Juxury that reigned in our tables.  Before I died, I had fpent
"7 in my kitchen 807,29t 1. 13s. 4d.
D A'R'TENEUV F,
I don’t believe a word of it: there is certainly an error in
the account.
AR peon e By
Why, the eftablifhment of Lucullus: for his fuppers in 25
Apollo, T 'mean for every fupper he fat down to in. the room
see Arbuh- which he ealled by that name, was 5000 drachms, which is in
oy money 1614 1. 115 8d.
PARTENTEUF.

Would I had fupped with him there! But are you fure there

1s no blunder in thefe calculations ?
AP I CY1 U B

Afk .your learned men that.—I reckon’ as they tell me.—
But you may think that thefe fealts were made only by great
men, by triumphant generals, like Lucullus, who had plun-
dered all Afia, to help him in his houlekeeping. .~ What, will

privinet, _you fay, when I tell you that the player Zfopus had one difh
pin. 1. x.  that coft him fix thoufand feftertia, that is, four thoufand eicht
c. bo. s i =
hundred and forty-three pounds ten fhillings Englifh ?
3 DART E-
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&

DARTENEUF.
What will I fay? why, that I pity my worthy friend, Mr.
Cibber; and that, if T had known this, when alive,” I {hould
have hanged m)'ft:}[' for vexation that I did not live in thofe
days.
AP LEYUS
Well you might, well you might.—You don’t know ‘what
eating is. You never could knew‘it. Nothing lefs than the
wealth of the Roman empire is {ufficient to enable a man of
tafte to keep a good table. Qur players were infinitely richer
than your princes.
DARTENETUF.
Oh that T had but lived in the blefled reign of Caligula, or
of Vitellius, -or of Heliogabalus, and had been admitted to the
honour of dining with their {laves!
A& PG LY S
Ay, there you touch me,—1I am miferable that T died before§ 2
their good times. They carried the glories of their table Athenzus,
much farther than the beft eaters of the age in which I lived.”
Vitellius fpent in feafling, within the compafs of one yean, L e e
what would amount in your money to above {feven mullions two
hundred thoufand pounds. He told me fo himfelf in a con-
verfation I had with him not long ago. And the two others
you mentioned did not fall very fhort of his royal magnificence.
DARTENEUE.
Thefe indeed were great princes. But what moft affe&s me
is the luxury of that upftart fellow Afopus. Pray, of what
ingredients might the dith, he paid fo much for, confift?
A @ CAEDE
Chiefly of finging birds. Tt was that which {o greatly en- Aruthnos
hanced the price. i
DARTENEUFR

Of  finging birds ! choak him. I never eat but owe,
which T ftole out of it’s cage from a lady of my acquaintance,
Mmm 2 and
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and all London was in an uproar, asif I had 'ftelen and roafted
an-only child.. But, upon recolle@ion; I doubt whether I have
re ;:1 ly 1o mach caufe  to envy Zfopus. For the fnging bird
which I eat was not fo good as a wheatear or becafigue. - And
lm.; fore [ m]pnr that all the luxury you have brag :-LJ of was
nothing but vapity. It was like the foolith ex 1..1\'.15_;‘. wce of the
fonof ‘Liopu who diffolv E_LJ pearls in vinegar and drank them at
fL.--~lj r. I will ftake my credir, ‘that a ]..mucn of good buck
rifon, and my favourite ham fye, were much better dithes
Lhan any at the table of Vitellius himfelf, It does not appear
that youancients ever had : any good foops, without which a man
of  tafte  cannot Jwﬂﬂ; v dige, «  The :.,b!n'a n I”llv are de-

teftable s but what is better than #he Wing of one of ‘our Ei ng-
lith -:s;,a’ rabbits ? I have been told you had no turkies. Tfn,
mutton in It: aly 1s ill-flavoured. And as for your boars roz/led
whole, they were only fit to be ferved up at a corporation feaft
or ele@tion dinner. A {mall darbecued Mr 1s worth a hundred
of them. . And a good collar of Cam:.rbun or - Shrew{bury
brawn is a much better difh,

/- e R R ey e 4

If you had fome meats that we wann,d yet our cookery muft
have been gruJ\' fup;.rlur to your’s. Our cooks were. {o ex-
cellent, that they could give to hog’s flefh the tafte of all other

meats.
DARTENEUPR

I fhould never have endured their imitations. You might
as -uII} h: wr impofed on a good comnoiffenr in p(untmg} tIu.
copy of a fine pi@ure for the original.  Our cooks, on the con-
trary, give to all other meats, and even to fome Lmds of fifh,
a rich flavour of bacon, without deftroying that which makes
the diltin&ion of one I'um another. It does not appear to me
that effence of bams was ever known to the ancients.  We

have a hundred ragouss, the compofition of which furpafes all
2 defcription.
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defeription. — Had your’s beenias good, you could not have'lain
indolently lolling npon couches, while you were eating, They
would have made you fit up and mind your bufinefs, ' Then
you had a ftrange cuftom of hearing things read to you while
you were at fupper. This demonftrates that you were not {o
well entertained as we are with our meat, When I'was at ta-
ble; I neither heard, nor faw, nor {poke: I-only tafted. But
the worft of ‘all'is, that, in the utmoit perfection of your lux-
ury, you had no wine to be named with claret; burgundy,
champagne, old hock, or tokay. You boafted much of your
Falernum ¢ but 1 have tatted the Lacbrymea Chriftiy and other
wines of that eoaft, net one of which would I have drunk
above a glafs or two of, if you would have given me the king-
dom of Naples. I haver sad that you boiled your wines, and
mixed water with them 3 which is {ufficient evidence that in
themfelves they were nat fit to drink.
& T I g
I am afraid you do really excell us in wines; not to mention.
your beer, your cyder, and your perry, of all which I have
heard great fame from your countrymen; and their report has
been confirmed by the teftimony of their neighbours, who have
travelled into England. Wonderful things have been alfo faid*
to me of an Englifh liquor called punch.
DARTENEUF
Ay—to have died without tafling #baz is miferable indeed !
There is rum punch, and arrack punch! It is difficult to fay
which is beft ; but Jupiter would have given his netar for ei-
ther ‘of them, upon my word and honour.
A Prieiot
The thought of them puts me into a fever with thirfG
DARTENELUF.
Thefe incomparable liquors are brought to us from the, Eaft
and Weft Indics, of the firft of which you knew little, and of
the
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the latter nothing. This alone is fufficient to determine the
difpute. - What a new world of good things for cating and
drinking has Columbus opened to us! Think of zhat, and de-
fpair.

R I S st G R RS-

I cannot’indeed but exceedingly lament my ill fate, that
America was not difcovered, before I was born. It tortures me
when I hear of chocolate, pine apples, and a number of other
fine fruits, or delicious meats, produced there, which I have
never tafted.

DARTENEUF

‘The fingle advantage of having fugar, to fweeten every thing
with, inftead of honev, which you, for want of the other,
were obliged to make ufe of; is ineftimable.

VP T T Wak

I confels your fuperiority in that important ‘article.  But
what grieves me moft is, that I never eat a turtle. They tell
me that it is abfolutely the beft of all foods!

DARTENEUTF

Yes, I have heard the Americans fay fo:—but I never eat

any: for in my time they were not brought over to England.
L o oS R 4 N

Never eat any turtle!) How could’ft thou dare to accufe me
of not going to Sandwich, to eat oyfters, and didft not thyfelf
take a trip to America, to riot on turtles? But know, wretched
man, ‘I am credibly informed, that they are now as plentiful
in England as fturgeons, There are turtle-boats that go regu-
larly to London and Briftol from the Weft Indies. 1 I have juit
received this information from a fat alderman, who died in
London laft week, of a furfeit he got at a turtle feaft in that city.

DARTENEUF

What doeshe fay? does hé affirm to you that turtle is better
thah venifon?
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AP IT CL WS

He fays, there was a haunch of the fatteft venifon untouch-

ed, while every mouth was employed on the turtle alone,
DARTENETUFE.

Alas! how imperfe& is human felicity! T lived in-an age
when zhe noble feience of eating was fuppofed to have been car-
ried to its higheft perfection in England and France. And yet
a turtle feaft is a novelty to me! Would it be impofiible, do
you think, to obtain leave from Pluto of going back for one
day to /my own table at London, juft to tafte of that food? I
would promife to kill myfelf by the quantity of it L would' eat

efore the next morning.
APy e

You have forgot you have no body : that which you had
has long been rotten : and you can never return to the earth
with another, unlefs Pythagoras thould fend you thither to ani-
mate a hog. But comfort yourfelf, that, as you have eaten
dainties which I never tafted, fo the next age will eat fome un-
known to this. New difcoveries will be made, and new deli-
cacies brought from other parts of the wotld. —But fee; who
comes hither ? I think it is Mercury.

M EREURTY

Gentlemen, I muft tell you, that I have ftood near you!in~
vifible, 'and heard your difcourfe 5 a privilege which, you
know, we deities ule as often as we pleafe. Attend therefore
to what I fhall communicate to you, relating to the fubjeét up-
on which you have been talking, ' I know: two men; one ©
whom lived in ancient, and the other 'in medern times, who

had much more pleafure in eating than either of you,. through.

the whole courfe of your lives,
AT 2Oy I TS

Ore of thefe happy epicures, I prefume;. was a Sybarite,.

and the other a French gentleman fertled in the Weft Indies.
M. ERC UR Y
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MERGCURY
No: one was a Spartan foldier, and the other an Englith

farmer. I fee you both look aftonithed. But what I tell
rou is truth. Labour and hunger gave a relifh to the black
broth of the former, and the falt beef of the latter, beyond
what you ever found in the zripotanums or bam pyes, that vain-
ly ftimulated your forced and languid appetites, which perpe-
tual indolence weakened, and conftant luxury overcharged.

DARTENEUE

This, Apicius, is more mortifying than not to have fhared a
turtle feaft.

LB Tl e

I with, Mercury, you had taught me your art of coskery
in my life-time : but it is a fad thing not to know what good

diving is till after one is dead.

HOCEARRIERNOK
DAL OGUE XX

ALEXANDER THE GrEarT.
Cuaries the Twelfth, King of Sweden.
ALEXANDER
YDUR majefty feems in great wrath! Who has offended
you ?
CHARLES
The offence is to you as much as me. Here is a fellow ad-
mitted into Elyfium, who has affronted us both : an Englif}
poet, one Pope. He has called us swo madmen !
ALEXANDER.

I have been unlucky in poets. No prince ever was fonder
of the Mufes than I, or has received from them a more un-
grateful
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gratci‘ul return! When I was alive, 1 declared that I envied
Achilles, becaufe he had a Homer to celebrate his exploits ;
and I moft bountifully rewarded Cheerilus, a pretender to
poetry, for writing verfes on mine : but my liberality, inftead
of doing me honour, has fince drawn upon me the ridicule of
Horace, a witty Roman poet ; and Lucan, another verfifier of
the fame nation, has loaded my memory with the harfheft 1n-
vectives.
CHARLERS

I know nothing of thefe; but I know that in my time, as
pert French fatirift, one Boileau, made o free with your cha-,
raéter, that I tore his book for having abufed my favourite?
hero.- And now this faucy Englithman has libelled us both. <
~—But 1 have a propofal to make to you for the reparation of
our honour.  If you will join with me, we will turn all thefe
infolent fcribblers out of Elyfium, and throw them down head-
long to the bottom of Tartarus, in fpite of Pluto and all his
guards.

ALEXANDER

This is juft fuch a fcheme as that you formed at Bender, to
maintain }"mlr{i:lf there, with the aid of three hundred Swedes,
againft the whole force of the Ottoman empire. And I muft
fay, that fuch follies gave the Englith poet too much caufe to
call you a madman.

CH A K- E RS

If my heroim was madnefs, your’s, I prefume, was not
wifdom.

ALEXANDER.

There was a vaft difference between your conduét and mine.
Let poets or declaimers fay what they will, hiftory fhews, that!
I was not only the braveft foldier, but one of the ableft com-
manders the world has ever feen. Whereas you, by impru-
dently leading your army into vat and barren deferts, at the
approach of the winter, expofed it to perith 1n its march for

Nnn want
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want of fubfiftence, loft your artillery, loft a great number of
your foldiers, ‘and were forced to fight with the Mufcovites
under fuch difadvantages, as made it almoft impoffible for you
to cOnquer.

Gl ATRAL B,

I will not difpute your fuperiority as a general. It is not for
me, a mere mortal, to contend with the fn of Fupiter
Awmiznon.

ALEXANDER.

I (uppole youw think my pretending that Fupiter was my
father as much entitles me to the name of a"madman, as your
extravagant behaviour at Bender does you. But you are great-
ly nnﬁakun. It was not my vanity, but my pnh(:y which
fet up-that pretenfion, W hen I prolmﬁ.tl to undertake the
conqueft of Afia, it was neceflary for me to appear to the
people fornc:hmg more thap a man. They had been ufed to
the idea of (]"'ﬁ:.’ffef:c?cf beroes. 1 therefore claimed an equal
defcent with Ofiris and Sefoftris, with Bacchus and Hercules,
the former conquerors of the Eaft. The opinion of my divi-
nity affifted my arms, and fubdued all nations before me, from
the Granicus to the Ganges. But, though I called myfelf zbe
Jonof Fupiter, and kept up the veneration that name infpired,
by a courage which feemed more than human, and by the {ub-
lime magnanimity of all my behaviour, Idul not forget that
1 was the fon of Philip. 1 ufed the policy of my father, and
the wile leflons of Ariftotle, whom he had made my pre-
ceptor, in the condu& of all my great defigns. It was rbe

Jfon of Philip who planted: Greek colonies in Afia, as far as
the Indies; who formed proje@s of trade more extenfive than
his empire itfelf 5 who laid the foundations of them in the
midft of his wars ; who built Alexandria; to be the centre and
ftaple of commerce between Europe, Afia, and Africk ;. wha
Aent Nearchus to navigate the unknown Indian feas, and in-
‘tended to have gone himfelf from thofe feas to- the pillars of

Hercules,
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Hercules, that is, to have explored the paflage round Africk,

the difcovery of which has fince been fo glorious to. Vafco de
Gama. It was the fon ry_’" Pbhilip, who, after fubduing the ¥ .
Perfians, governed them with fuch lenity, fuch juftice andgf Mexs
fuch wifdom, that they loved himeven more than ever they "

had loved their natural kings; and who, by intermarriages,

and all methods that could beft eftablith a coalition between

the conquerors and the conquered, united them into one
people. But what, fir, did you do, to advance the trade of

your fubjeéts, to procure any benefit to thofe you had van-
quithed, or to confert any enemy into a friend ?

¢ HARLES
I might eafily have made myfelf king of Poland, “and was
advifed to do fo, by count Piper, my favourite minifter; I
generoufly gave that kingdom to Staniflaus, as you had given
a great part of your conqueft in India to Porus, befides his
own dominions, which you reftored to him entire, after you
Had beaten his army and taken him captive.

ALEXANDER

I gave him the government of thofe countries under me,
and as my lieutenant ; which was the beft method of pre-
ferving my power in conquefts, where I could not leave garn-
(sns {ufficient to maintain them, The fame policy was after-
wards pradtifed by the Romans, who of all conquerors, except
me, were the gn:atti% pnliticians. But neither was I, nor were
they, fo extravagant, as to conquer only for others, or dethrone
kings with no view, but merely to have the pleafure of be-
ftowing their crowns on fome. of their fubjeds, without any
advantage fo outfelves. Neverthelefs, I will own, that my ex-
pedition to India was an exploit of #be Jon of Jupiter, not of
the. fon of Philip. I had dope better if I had ftaid to give
more confiftency to my Perfian and Grecian empires, inftead .
of attempting new conquefts, and at fuch a diftance; fo foon.

Nnn 2 Yet
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Yet even this war was of ufeto hinder my troops from-being
corrupted, by the effeminacy of Afia, and to Lcap up: that uni=

verfal awe of my name, which in thofe countries:was the great

{fupport of my power.
C. H- A R L _E 5

In the unwearied a@ivity with which I proceeded from one
enterprize to another, I dare call mylelf your equal. Nay,
I may Enucnd to higher glory than you, becaufe you only
went on from vt&ﬁ]\,’ to Vidory ; ; but the greateft lofles were
aot able to. diminith my ardour, ar flop the efforts of my
daring and invineible f:u it,

ALEXANDEHR.

You fhewed in 'ldw:mt\ much more ma "“I‘l'll]l:nil‘r than vyou
did in }hu:l}LhLV How r‘r1.x1,u-\|,f of a prince who imitated
me was your behaviour to the king your arms had.v ':mquiﬂrd'
The compe l]mr Auguftus to write himfelf a letter of congra-
tulation to one of ]m vaflals, whom you had placed in his
throne, ‘was the very reverfe of my treatment of Porus and
Daviusl!> It was’ an ungenerous infult upon his ill fortune ! It
was the ‘triumph 'of a little and a low mind! The vifit you
made him immcdmteh after that infult was a farther contempt,
offenfive to him, and both ufelefs and dan gerous to yourfelf,

C'H & R L E &

I feared no danger from it.—I knew he durft not ufe the
power I gave him to hurt me.
ALEXANDER
If his refentment, in that inftant, had prevailed over his
fear, asitwas likely tod O, you. would have perifhed defervedly
by your infolence dnd pret umption. For my part, mntrepid as
I was in all d.wtrq,r-_-, which I thou*rht it was neu.{mry or proper
for me to mm_t, I never put my feli: onc moment in the power
of an enemy whom I had offended. But you had the rafhnefs
of folly as well as of beroifm. A falfe opinion conceived of
your
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your encmy's weaknefs proved at laft your undoing; When,

in anfwer to fome reafonable propofitions of 'peace, fentito

you by the czar, you faid, “ You would come and treat wirh him at Se Vol-
“ Mofcow ;" he replied very juitly, ¢ That you affelled to al? fike Charles X
“ Alexander, but fbould not findin hima Darius.” And, doubt-

lefs, you ought to have been better acquainted with the charaéter

of that prince. Had Perfia been governed by a Petzer Alexowitz

when I made war againft it, T fhould have afted more cauti-
ouily, and not have counted fo much on the fuperiority of my
troops, in valour and difcipline, over an army commanded by

a king, who was fo capable of inftruéting them in all they
wanted.

CUE A R L E2S,

The battle of Narva, won by eight thoufand Swedes againit
fourfcore thoufand Mufcovites, feemed to authorize my con- -
tempt of the nation and their prince.

ALEXANDER,

Tt happened that their prince was not prefent 1n that battle.
But he had not as yet had the time, which was neceflary to
inftru@ his barbarous. foldiers. You gave him that time, and
he made fo good a ufe of it, that you found at Pultowa the
Mufcovites become a different nation. - If you  had followed
the blow you gave them at Narva, and marched dire&ly to
Mofcow, you might have deftroyed their Hezcules in his cradle.
But vou {uffered him to grow, - till his_ ftrength was mature,

and then aéted as if he had been ftil in his childhood.

CH AR L E &

I muft confefs you excelled me in condud, . in policy, and
in true m:.ngn:mimity. But my liberality was not inferior to
your’s 3 and neither you nor any mortal ever furpaffed me in
the enthufiafm of courage. I was alfo free from thole vices
which fullied your chara&ter. I never was drunk ;- I killed no
friend in the riot of a feaft ; I fired no palace at the-inftigation
of a harlot,

ALEX-
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ALEXANDER,

It may perhaps be admitted as fome excufe for my. drunken-
nefs, that the Perfians effeemed it an excellence in their kings

.to be able 'to drink a great quantity of wine, and the Mace-

donians were far from thinking it a difhonour, = But you were
as frantic, and as cruel, when fober, as I was, when drunk.
You: were fober when you refolved to continue in Turkey
againft the will of your hoft, the grand fignor. You were
fober when you commanded the unfortunate Patkull, whofe
onlycrime was his having maintained the liberties of hig
country, and who bore the facred chara&ter of an embaflador,
to be broken alive on the wheel, againft the laws of nations,
and  thofe of humanity, more inviolable fill to a generous
nund.. . You were likewife {fober when you wrote to the fenate
of Sweden, who, upon a report of your death, endeavoured
to take fome care of your kingdom, That you would fend thens

.one of your baots, and from that they fbould receive their orders,

if they pretended to meddle in government @ an infult much
worfe than any the Macedonians complained of from me, when
I was moft heated with wine and with adulation! As for my
chafity, it was not fo perfe& as your’s, though on fome oc-
<afions I obtained great praife for my continence:: but, perhaps,
if you had been not quite fo infenfible to the charms of the
fair fex, it would have mitigated and foftened the fiercenefs;

the pride, and the obffinacy of your nature.

CHARLES

It would have foftened me into'a woman, or, what I think
fiill more contemptible, the flave of a woman. But you feem
to infinuate that you never were cruel or frantic unlefs when
you were drunk. This I abfolutely deny.—You were not
drunk, when you crucified Hephzftion's phyfician, for ' not
curing a man who killed himfelf by his intemperance ‘in his
ficknefs ; nor. when you' facrificed to the manes of ‘that fa.
vourite.
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vourite officer the whole nation of Cuffeans, men, women, and
children, who were entirely innocent of his death ; becaufe
you had read in Homer, that Achilles had immolated fome
Trojan captives on the tomb of Patroclus. I could mention
other proofs that your paffions in flamed you as much as wine:

but thefe are [ufficient.
ALEXANDER.

I can’t deny that my paflions were fometimes fo violent a%
to deprive me for a while of the ufe of my reafon ;- efpecially
when the pride of fuch amazing {uccefles, the fervitude of the
Perfians, and barbarian flattery, had intexicated my mind.
To bear, at my age, with continual moderation, -fuch fortune
as mine, was hardly inhuman nature.  As for you, there was
anexcefs and intemperance in your virtues, which turned them
all into vices. And one virtue you wanted, which in a prince

is very commendable, and beneficial to the public; I mean the -

love of {cience and of the elegant arts. Under my care and
patronage  they: were carried in Greece to their utmoft perfec-
tion. - Ariftotle, Apelles, and Lyfippus, were among the glories
of my reign: your's was illuftrated only by battles.—Upon
the whole, though, from fome refemblance between us, I
{hould naturally be inclined to decide in your favour, yet I muft
give the priority in renown to your enemy, Peter Alexowitz,
That great monarch raifed his country; You ruined -your's.
He was a legiflator 5 you were a gyrant.

DILALOGUE., XXL

Cardinal X 1mEN&s—Cardinal WoLsEey.
W O L § E Y.
O U feem te look 'on me, Ximenes, with an airof fupea
riority, as if 1 was not your equal.  Have you forgotten
that I was, the favourite and frft. minifter of a great king of
4 England ?

463




46

DI ALOGUES'OFsTHE BDE AD.

England ? that T was at once lord high chancellor, bifhop of

Durham, bifhop of Winchefter, archbifhop of York, and car.
dinal legate ' On what other fubjeét were ever accumulated fo
many dignities, fuch honours, {uch power P
X 1'M E N B S
In order to prove yourfelf my equal, you are pleafed to tell
me what you Aad, not what you did. Butit is not the having
oreat offices ; it is the doing great things, that makes-a great
minifter. T know that for fome years you governed the mind
of king Henry the Eighth, and confequently his kingdom,
with the moft abfolute fway. Let me afk you then, what
were the afls of your reign @
WO LS B
My afls were thofe of a very fkilful courtier and ‘able poli-
tician. ' T managed a temper, which nature had made the moft
difficult to manage, of any, perbaps, that ever exifted, with
fuch confummate addrefs, that all its paflions were rendered
entirely fubfervient to my inclinations. In foreign affairs 1
turned the arms of my mafter, or difpofed of his friendthip,
whichever way my own intereft happened to direé. * It was
not with Aim, but with mre, that treaties were made by the
Emperor or by France; and none were concluded, during my -
miniftry, that did not contain fome article in my favour, befides
fecret affurances of aiding my ambition or refentment, which
were the real fprings of all my negociations. At home I
brought the pride of Englifh nobility, which had refifted the
areateft of the Plantagenets, to bow fubmiffively to the fon of
a butcher of Ipfiwich. And, as mypower was royal, my {tate
and magnificence were fuitable toit: my buildings, my furni-
ture, my houthold, my equipage, my liberality, and my cha-
rities, were above the rank of a fubject.
X I'ME NE'S .
From all you have faid T underftand that you gained great
advantages for your/elf in the courfe of your miniftry, too
great
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great indeed for.a good man/to defire, or a,wife man toaccept.
But what.did you do, for your {overeigh, and for the Aftate?
——You make me no aniwer. What I did 1s well known.
I was not content with forcing the arrogance of the Spanifh see Marko-
nobility to ftoop to my power, but ufed that power to free Xithees
the people from their oppreflions. In you they refpected the
royal autherity ; I made them refpe& the majefly of the laws,
1 alfo relieved my countrymen, the commons of Caflile, from
a moft grievous burthen, by an alteration in the method of col-
le&ing their taxes. After the death of Ifabella T preferved the
tranquillity of Arragon and Caftile, by procuring the regency
of the latter for Ferdinand, a wife and valiant prince, though
he had not been my friend during the life of the queen. And
when, after his deceafe, I was raifed to the regency by the ge-
neral efteem and affe@ion of the Caftilians, I adminiftred the
government with great courage, firmnefs, and prudence; with
the moft perfe@t difintereftednefs in regard to myfelf, and moft
zealous concern for the public. I fupprefied all the factions
which threatened to difturb the peace of that kingdom in the
minority and the ablence of the young king; and prevented
the difcontents of the commons of Caftile, too jultly incenfed
againft the Flemifh minifters, who governed their prince and
rapacioufly pillaged their country, from breaking out, during
my life, into open rebellion, as they didy moft unhappily,
foon after my death. Thefe were my civil aéts: but to com-

lete the renown of my adminiftration, /I added to it the palm
of military glory. Atmy own charges, and myfelf command-
ing the army, I conquered Oran from the Moors, and annex-
ed it, with its territory, to the Spanifh. dominions,

W O LS E Y.

My foul was as elevated and noble as your’s; my under-
flanding as ftrong, and more refined, But the difference of
our. condué arofe from:the difference of our objeéts. To raife
your reputation, and fecure your power in Cattile, by making

Qoo that
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that kingdom as happy, and as great as you could, was your
object. Mine was to procure the triple crown for myfelf by
the afliftance of my fovereign, and of the greateft foreign
powers.  Each of us took the means that were evidently molt
proper to the accomplifhment of his ends.

XIMENTES

Can you confefs fuch a principle of your condué without a
blufh? “But you will at leaft be afhamed, that you failed in
your purpofe, and were the dupe of the powers with whom
you negociated ; after having difhonoured the chara&ter of your
mafter, in order to ferve your own ambition. I accomplifhed
my defire, with glory to my fovereign, and advantage to my
country. Befides this difference, there was a great one in the
methods by which we acquired our power. We both owed
it indeed to the favour of princes; but I gained Ifabella’s by
the opinion the had of my piety and integrity : you gained
Henry’s by a complaifance and courfe of life, which were a
reproach to your charaéter and facred orders.

W oLSEY :

I'did not, as'you, Ximenes, did, carry with me to court
the aufterity of a monk; ner, if I had done fo, could I pol-
{ibly have gained any influence there. Ifabella and Henry were
different chara@ers; and their favour was to be fought in differ-
ent ways. By making myfelf agreeable to the latter, I fo
governed his pafiions, unruly as they were, that, while T lived,
they did not produce any of thofe dreadful effeés, which after
my death were caufed by them in his family and kingdom.

X1 MENES

If Henry the Eighth, your mafter, had been king of Caflile,
1 would never have been drawn by him out of my cloifter. A
man of virtue and {pirit will not be prevailed with to go into a
court, where he cannot rife without bafenefs.

WOLSEY
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wOoOLSE Y
The inflexibility of your mind had like to have ruined you See Marko-
in fome of your meafures: and the bigotry, which you had Ximce.
derived from your long abode in a cloifter, and retained when a
minifter, was very near depriving the crown of Caftile of the
new-conquered kingdom of Granada, by the revolt of the
Moors in that city, whom you had prematurely forced to
change their religion. Do you not remember how angry king
Ferdinand was with you on that account ?
X1MENES

I do, and muft acknowledge that my zeal was too intemperate
| in all that proceeding.

W .0 L 3 E Y.

My worft complaifances to king Henry the Eighth were far
lefs hurtful to England, than the unjuft and inhuman court of
inquifition, which you eftablithed in Granada, to watch over
the faith of your unwilling converts, has been to Spain.

X 1M ENES

I only revived and {ettled in Granada an ancient tribunal,
inftituted firft by one of our faints againft the Albigenfes, and
gave it greater powers. The mifchiefs which have attended it
cannot be denied.  But if any force may be ufed for the main-
tenance of religion (and the church of Rome has, you know,
declared authoritatively that it may) none could. be fo effectual
to anfwer the purpolfe,

W O L 8 B Y.

This is an argument rather againit the opinion of the church,
than for the inquifition. I will only fay, I think myfelf very
happy, that my adminiftration was ftained with no acion of
cruelty, not even cruelty Janélified by the name of religion.
My temper indeed, which influenced my conduét more than
my principles, was much milder than your’s. To the proud I

Qoo 2 was




168

DIALOGUES OF THE D'E AD.

was proud ; but to'my friends and inferiors benevolent and hu-
mane.  Had I fucceeded in the great obje& of my ambition,
had T acquired the popedom, I thould have governed the church
with more moderation, and better fenfe, than, probably, you
would have done, if you had exchanged the fee of Toledo for
that of Rome. My good-nature, my policy, my tafte for mag-
nificence, my love of the fine arts, of wit, and of learning,
would have made me the delight of all the Italians, and have
given me a rank among the greateft princes. Whereas in you,
the four bigot and rigid Monk would too much have prevailed
over the prince and the ftatefman.
X1MENES.

What either of us would have been in that fituation does not
appear.  But, if youare compared tome as minifler, you are
vaitly inferior.  The only circumftance in which yon can juftly
pretend to any equality is the encouragement you gave to learn-
ing, and your munificence in promoting it, which was indeed
very great.  Your two colleges founded at Ipfwich and Oxford
may vie with my univerfity at Alcala de Henara.  But in our
generofity there was this difference: all my revenues were {pent
in well-placed liberalities, in a@s of charity, piety, and virtue :
whereas'a great part of your enormous wealth was {quandered
away in luxury and vain oftentation. With regard to all other
points my fuperiority is apparent. ~ You were only a favourite :
I was the friend and the father of the people.  You ferved
yourfelf: I ferved the ftate. The conclufion of our lives was
alfo much more honourable to me than you.

W ONLU USSR B
Did not you die, as I did, in difgrace with your mafter?
XIMENES ;

That difgrace was brought upon me by a fadtion of foreigners,
to whofe power, as a good Spaniard, T would not fubmit, A
minifter, who falls a vi&im to fuch an oppofition, rifes by his
fall. Your's was not graced by any public caufe, any merit to the

pation.
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nation.  Your fpirit therefore funk under it 5 you bore it with
meannefs.  Mine was unbroken, {uperior to my enemies, {upe-
rior to fortune; and I died, as I had lived, with undlminiﬂfed
dignity and greatnefs of mind.

A R el S
.F’..'J"‘E}f,‘: ;'i riz-\x

DIALOGUE XXIL

Lucian—RABELAIS.

LUCIAHN.
RIEND Rabelais, well met.—-Our fouls are very good
company for one another. We both were great wits, and
mofk audacious freethinkers. We laughed often at Folly, and
fometimes at Wifdom. I was indeed meore correct and more
elegant in my ftyle: but then, in return, you had a greater fer-
tility of imagination, My True Hiflory is much inferior, 1n
fancy and invention, in force of wit and keennefs of fatire, to
your Hiffory of the Acts of Garagantua and Pantagruel,
RABRLALS
You do me great honour: but I may fay, without vanity,
¢hat both thofe compofitions entitle the authors of them to a
very diftinguifhed place, among memoir-writers, travellers, and
cven hiftorians ancient and modern.
L U C.LIAN
Doubtlefs they do. But will you pardon me if I afk you
one queftion? Why did you chufe to write fuch abfolute #sn-
fenfe, as you have in fome places of your illuftrious work ?
R ABE L ATS
I was forced to compound my phyfic for the mind with a
large dofe of nonfenfe, in order to make it go down. Toown
the truth to you, if I had not fo frequently put on zhe fool's.cap,
the freedoms I tooky in other places, with cowls, with red bats,
and rhe triple crown itfelf, would have brought me inuzl great
: anger,
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danger.  Not only my book, but I myfelf, thould, in allproha-

bllm, have been condemned to the flames: and martyrdom
was an honour to which I never afpired, I therefore counter-
feited folly, like Junius Brutus, from the wifeft of all principles,
that of felf-prefervation. You, Lucian, had no need to ufe o
much caution. Your heathen priefts defired only a facrifice
now and then from an Epicurean, as a mark of c.wy".m mity 3 and
Rmd]y allowed him to make as free as he plealed, in converfa-

tion or writings, with the whole tribe of gods and wodddiu,
from the thum:[cmw Jupiter and the {colding g Juno, down to the
dog Anubis and 'Li'lt. fragrant dame Cloacina.

LU CIAN
Say rather that our government allowed us that liberty! for

1 affure you our p;re[’cs were by no means pleafed with it; at
leaft they were not in my time.
RABELAIS.

The wifer men they ! for, infpite of the conformity required
by the laws, and enforced by the magiftrate, that ridicule brought
the {yftem of pagan theology into contempt, not only with the
philofophical part of mankind, but even with the vulgar.

LUCTI AN,

It did fo; and the ableft defenders of paganifm were forced

to give up the poctical fables, and allegorize the whole.

R'ABETLATIS

An excellent way of drawing fenfe out of abfurdity, and

grave inftrutions from lewdnefs! There is a great modern

wit, Sir Francis Bacon, lord Verulam, who, in his treatife en-

titled Zhe 7 ifdomn of the Ai’;rrzerm, has done more for you that
way than all’ your own priefts! :

L-d o F A N,

He has indeed fhewn himfelf an admirable chemift, and

made a fine tranfmutation of folly inte wifdom. But all the

7 = latter

|
|
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|
|
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latter Platonifts took the fame method of defending our faith,
when it was attacked by the Chriftians: and certainly a more
judicious one could not be found. Our fables fay, that, in
‘one of their wars with the Titans, the Gods were defeated, and
forced to turn themfelves into deaffs, in order to elcape from
the conquerors. Juft the reverfe happened here :—for, by this
happy art, our beajtly divinities were turned again into rational
beings.
R AB ELA LS

Give me a good commentator, with a fubtle, refining, phi-
lofophical head 3 and “you fhall have the edification of fecing
him draw the moft [fublime allegories, and the moft venerable
myflic truths, from my hiftory of zhe noble Garagantua and
Pantagruell 1 don't defpair of being proved, to the entire fa-
tisfadtion of fome future age, to have been, without exception,
the profoundeft divize and metaphyfician that ever yet held
a pe.

L U CIAN,

I fhall rejoice to fee you advanced to that honour, Butin
the mean time I may take the liberty to confider you as one of
our elafs. There you fit very high.

T o Tl T g O

I am afraid there is another, and a modern author too, whom
you would bid to fit above me, and but juft below yourfelf:
I mean Dr. Swift.

LuUuCIAN

It was not neceffary for him to throw fo much nonfenfe into
his hiftory of Lemuel Gulliver, as you did into that of your two
iluftrious heroes ; and his ftyle is far more correét than yours.
His wit never defcended (as your’s frequently did) into the
loweft of taverns, nmor ever wore the meaneft garb of the
vulgar.

RABE-
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1f the garb, which it wore, was not as mean, T am certain it
was fometimes as d7r£y as mine.

L U CEaAnN,

It was not always nicely clean. Yet in comparifon with
you he was decent and elegant. But whether there was not
in your compofitions more fire, and a more comic fpirit, 1 will
not determine,

R A-BE Lok I8,

If you will not determine it, e’en let it remain a matter in
difpute, as I have left the great queftion, Z7herher Panurge
Jbould marry or not? 1 would as foon undertake to meafure
the difference between the height and bulk of the giant Gara-
gantua and his Brobdignanian majefty, as the difference of
merit between my writings and Swift’s. If any man takes a
fancy to like my book, let him freely enjoy the entertainment
1t gives him, and drink to my memory in a bumper. If ano-
ther likes Gulliver, let him toaft Dr. Swift. Were I upon
earth, I'would pledge him in a bumper, JSuppofing the wine to
be good. ' If a third likes neither of wus, let him filently pafs
the bottle, and be quiet.

L UCTA-N.

But what if he will not be quiet? A critic is an unquiet
creature,

RABELATIS,

Why then be will difturb himfelf, not me.

EVE 1o N,

You are a greater philofopher than I thought you! I knew
you paid no refpeét to popes, or kings ; but to pay none to
crities, is, inan author, a magnanimity beyond all example.

RABEB L AT S

My life was a farce: my death was a farce : and would you
bave mre make my book a ferious affair ? As for you, though

in
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in general you are only a joker, .yet fometimes you muft be

ranked among grave authors. You have written {age and
learned differtations on hiftory, and other weighty matters.

The critics have therefore an undoubted right to maul you, if

they find you in their province. But if any of them dare to_ o
come into mine, I will order Garagantua to fwallow them Up,?.:t. i
as he did the the fix pilgrims, in the next fallad he eats.

L U CE % ‘Na

Have I not heard that you wrote a very good {erious book

on the Aphorifms of Hippocrates P
g A B B L AT S

Upon my faith, I had forgot it. Tam fo ufed to my
fool’s coat, that I don’t know myfelf in my folemn dafor’s
gown. But your information was right: that book was in-
deed a very relpeétable work. Yet nobody reads it and if I
had writ nothing elfe, I fhould have been reckoned, at beft,
a laguey to Hippocrates : whereas the hiftorian of Panurge is
an eminent writer.  Plain good fenfe, like a difh of {olid beef
or mutton, is proper only for peafants; but a ragout of foily,
well drefled with @ fbarp fauce of wiz, is fit to be ferved up at
an emperor’s table.

L U-C I A N,

You are an admirable pleafant fellow ! let me embrace you.—
How Apollo and the Mufes may rank you on Parnaflus, I am
not very certain: but, if T were mafter of the ceremonies on
Mount Olympus, you fhould be placed, with a full bowl of
nedar before you, at the right hand of Momus.

R A% E LAY S

I with you were—but I fear the inhabitants of thofe fu-
blime regions will like your company no better than mine.
Indeed, how Momus himfelf could get a feat at that table, I
can’t well comprehend! It has been ufual, I confels; n fome
of our courts upon earth, to have a privileged jelter, called zhe

o

Ppp king's
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king's fool. Butm the court of Heaven one fhould not have

fuppofcd fuch an officer, as Fupiter's fool. Your allegorical
theology in this point Is very abitrufe.
LN C LA N

I think our priefts admitted Momus into our heaven, as the

Indians are faid to worfhip the devil, through fear. They had

a mind to keep fair with him. a—-l“or, we may talk of the giants

as much as we pleafe; but to onr guds there is no enemy fo

formidable as he. Ridicule is the [(:.’ror of all falfe religion.

Nothing but #uzb can ftand its lafh.
R AR E T

Truth, advant.lgeouﬂv {et in a good and fair light can ftand

any attacks s but thofe of ridicule are fo teafing and fo falla-

cious; ‘that [ have feen them put her ladyfhip very much out

of humour.
Li Dot ke

Ay, friend Rabelais: and fometimes out of countenance too.
But sruzh and wit in confederacy will firike Momus dumb,
United they are invineible : and fuch a unien is neceflary upon
certain ‘occafions, Falfe reafoning is moft Lﬂl!:tlld.ny expofed
by plain _/.c;,f. . but wit is the beft opponent to falfe ridicule ;
as juft ridicule 1s to all the abfurditres, which d..u(_ to dfﬂlme
the venerable names of Pbil:/opby, or Religion. Had we made
fuch a & proper ufe of our agreeable talents, had we employed our
ridicule to {trip the fool l{h faces of fuperftition, fanatici{m, and
dogmatical pride, of the ferious and folemn mafks with which
Lht.)f are covered ; at the fame time exerting all the ﬂﬂrlmf.{_s
of our wit, to mrnb'it the flippancy and pertnefs of thofe, who
argue o..ly by jefts againft reafon and evidence, in points of the
higheft and mott ferious concern; we thould have much better
merited the efteem of mankind.

P A
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PrricLes.—Cosmo pe Mepicrs, the firft of that name,

PERICLES.
N what I have heard of your charaler and your fortune, je luarchs
illuftrious Cofmo, I find a moft remarkable refemblance <
with mine. We both lived in republics where the fbv:reignf
power was in the people; and, by mere cil arts, but more jory of
efpecially by our eloquence, attained, without any force, ¢ b
fuch a degree of authority, that we ruled thofe tumultuous book o die
and flormy democracies with an abfolute {way, turned the tem=
pefts which agitated them upon the heads of our enemies, and
after having long and profperoufly condu&ted the greateft afs
fairs, in war and peace, died revered and lamented by all our
fellow-citizens.

C O &8 MO

We have indeed an equal right to value ourfelves on zbar
nobleft of empires, the empire we gained over the minds of our
countrymen.—Force or caprice may give power, but nothing
can give a /afling authority, except wifdom and. virtue. By
thefe we obtained, by thefe we preferved, in our refpective
countries, a dominion unftained by ufurpation or bloed, a do-
minion conferred on us by the public efteem and the public
affe@tion. We were in reality fovereigns, while we lived with
the fimplicity of private men: and Athens and Florence be-
lieved themfelves to be free; though they obeyed all our dic-
tates. This is more than was done by Philip of Macedon, or
Sylla, or Cafar. It is the perfection of policy to tame the
fierce fpirit of popular liberty, not by blows or by chains, but
by foothing it into a voluntary obedience, and bringing it to
lick the hand that reftrains it.

Ppp 2 FERI-
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The talk can never be ealy ; but the ‘difficulty was ftill
greater, to. me than to you. For I had a lion to tame, from
whoie intraétable fur\' the great telt men of my country, and of
the whole world, with all their wifdom and virtue, could rot
fave themlfelves. Themiftocles and Ariftides were examples of
terror, that might well have deterred me from the adminiftra-
tion of public affairs at Athens. Another impediment in my
way was the power of Cimon, who, for his goodnefs, his libe-
rality, and the luftre of his viGories over the Perfians, ‘wis
much beloved by the people ; and, at the fame time, by being
thought to favour ariftocracy, had all the noble and rich citi-
zens devoted to his party. It feemed impoflible to fhake fo
well eftablifhed a greatnefs. ~ Yet, by the charms and force of
my eloquence, which exceeded that of all orators contempaorary
with me, by the integrity of my life, my moderation, and my
prudence, but, above all, by my artful management of the
people, whofe power 1 encreafed, that I might render it the
bafis and fupport of my own, 1 gained fuch an afcendant over
all my opponents, that, having firft procured the banifhment of
Cimon by f‘LLiru.H‘i'[}, and then of Thucy dides, another formi-
dable uqqgmlf} fet up by the nobles cl}:"LIE]ﬂZ my authority, I
became the unrivaled chief, or rather the monarch of the
Athenian republic, without ever putting to death, in above
forty years that my adminifiration continued, one of my fel-
low-citizens: a u:cumﬂanu,, which I declared, when’ I lay
on my death-bed, to be, 1 my own Juc’urenwnr, more honou-
rable to me, tl all my [)mli':ﬂuty in the government of the
ftate, or the nine trophn,s, erected for fo many victories ob-
tained by my condu&.

O 8§ MO
I had alfo the fame happinefs to boaft of at my death: and
fome additions were made to the territories of Florence under
My government ‘.Jut I myfelf was no foldier, and the com-
nonwealth




DAl AL G & Ui B SXXHL

monwealth I directed was never either {o warlike or fo power-
ful as Athens. 1 mufl, therefore, not pretend to vie with you
in the luftre of military glory: and 1 will moreover acknow-
ledge, that to govern a people, w hole {pirit and pridc wWere
exalted by the wonderful vitories of Marathon, Mycalé, Sa-
lamis, and Platea, was much more difhcult than to rule the
Florentines and the Tufcans. The liberty of the Athenians
was in your time more impcrious, more irmght}', more 1n{o=
lent; than the defpotifm of the king of Perfia. How great
then muft have been your ability and addrefs, that could fo
abfolutely reduce it under your power! yet the temper of my
countrymen was not eafy to govern: for it was exceedingly
faftious. The hiftory of l"loru.m,c 15 little elfe, for feve=
ral ages, than an account of confpiracies againft the {ftate:
In my youth I myfelf fuffered much by the diffentions
which then embroiled the n:puhhc. I was imprifoned, and
banithed'; but, after the courfe of {ome years, my ene-
mies, in their turn, were driven into exile. T was broug]lt'
back in tl'Iumnh; and from that time till my death, whicli
was above ual:tv years, 1 governed the Florentines, not by
arms, or evil arts of t\,"ﬂll]lCll power, but with a leg 111 authg=
rity ; which I exercifed {o difcreetly, as to gdm the GI"‘CLm of
all the nughn:}urlng potentates, and fuch a conftant affe@ion
of all my tellow-citizens, that an infeription, which gave me
the title 'of Fartber of my Country, was engraved on my monu-
ment, by an unanimous decree of the u.uuh. commonwealth.

PR R b By Tanr B il

Your end was incomparably more hdppv than mine. For
you died, rather of age than any violent illnefs, and left the
Florentines in a ftate f}f peace and m(i]‘f‘rit) procurec d for them
by your counfels. But I died of the plague, after: having feen
it almoft depopulate Athens;: and left my country eng: ]"'Llf]. in
a moft dangerous war, to which my advice; and the power of
my -:.ImlL.mL.., had' excited:ithe Pconh.. "The misfortune of the
lﬂl;'hla--.'nk.'_'y

477




478

Gee Thuq'-

Hides, |. il

DIALOGUES OF THE DEAD.

peftilence, ‘with the inconveniences they fuffered on account of
the wary {o irritated their minds, that, not long before my
death, ‘they condemned me to a fine.

¢ 0% M.

It is wonderful, that, when once their anger was raifed, it
went no further againft you! A favourite of the people, when
difgraced, is in flill greater danger than a favourite of a king,

PERICTLES

Your furprife will encreafe at hearing, that very foon after-
wards they chofe me their general, and conferred on me again
the principal dire&ion of all their ‘affairs, Had I lived, I
thould have fo conducted the war, as to have ended it with
advantage and honour to my country. For, having fecured
to her the fovereignty of the fea, by the defeat of the Samians,
before I let her engage with the power of Sparta, I knew that
our enemies would be at length wearied out and compelled to
{ue for a peace : becaufe the city, from the {trength of its for-
tifications, and the great army within it, being on the landfide
impregnable to the Spartans, and drawing continual fupplies
from the fea, fuffered not much by the ravages of the country
about it, from whence I had before removed all the inhabi-
tants: whereas their allies were undone by the defcents we
made on their coafts.

C o5 MO

You feem to have underflood beyond all other men what
advantages are to be drawn from a maritime power, and how
to make it the fureft foundation of empire.

PERTCLES .

I followed the plan traced out by Themiftocles, the ableft
politician that Greece had ever produced. Nor did I begin
the Peloponnefian war (as fome have fuppofed) only to make
myfelf neceflary, and ftop an enquiry into my public accounts,
I really thought, that the republic of Athens could no longer

defer
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defer a conteft with Sparta,, without giving up to that ftate the
precedence in the direction of Greece, and her own indepen-
dence. To keepoff for fome time even a neceflary, svar, with
a probable hope of making it more advantage 0*1[1\, at a fa-
vourable opportunity, is an a& of true W!Jdum* ‘but not to
make it, when you fee that your enemy will be ftrengthened,
and your own advantages loft, or confiderably leflened, by the
delay, is a moft pernicious 1mpru\{c[tcr. With relation to my
accounts, I had nothing to fear. I had not embezzled one
dracéma of public money, nor added one to my own lercrnu
eftate ; and the people had placed fo entire a confidence in me,
that they had allowed me, againft the ufual forms of their®
government, to difpofe of large fums for fecret fervice '.Vthoutrt
account. 'L"- hen therefore 1 advifed the Pelopo rlm:h.ln war, I e,
neither aéted from private views, nor with the mconliclcm;c
temerity of a reftlefs ambition 5 but as became a wife ftatefman, |, ;]
who, having weighed all the dangers that may attend a great
cnterpimj Ltml feeing a reafonable hope of good fuccefs, makes
it his option to hght for dominion and Pln Ys rather than fa=
crifice both to the uncertain pofleifion of an infecure peace.
cC os MO

r‘I‘JC\l ides,

How were vou fure of mdut,;nfr {o volatile a pf:{)p ¢ to per-
fevere in fo ﬁc..ldf a fyftem of wndu& as that which you had
laid down; a fyftem attended with much inconvenience and
lofs to p‘irt]cu!drs, while it preiéntcd but little to ftrike or in-
flame the imagination of the public? Bold and arduous en-
terprizes, great battles, muc ‘h bloodfhed, and a fwt“i‘*—]'y‘ de-
cifion, are what the multunc‘f defire in every war: but your
plan of operatien was the reverfe of all this ; and the execu-
tion of it required the temper of the Thebans, rather than of
the Athemans.

o v 0 o s

I found indeed many fymptems of their- impatience 5 but I

was able to reftrain it, by .the authority I had gained. @ For,
2 durmng
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<during my whole miniftry, I never had ﬂnopﬂd to court their
favour by any unworthy means ; never flattered them in their
follies, nor complied with their paflions againft their true in-
terefts and my own better judgement; but ufed the power of
my eloquence to keep them in the bounds of a wife modera-
tion, to raife their {pirits when too low, and fhew them their
danger when they grew too prefumptuous ; the good effe&s of
which condu& they had happily experienced in all their affairs.
Whereas thofe who fucceeded to me in the govenrment, by
their incapacity, their corruption, and their fervile complai-
fance to the humour of the people, prefently loft all the fruits

«of my virtue and prudence.  Xerxes himfelf, I am convineed,

«did not fuffer more by the flattery of hiscourtiers, than the
Athenians, after my deceafe, by that of their orators and mi-
nifters of {tate

€ B 5 M D

"Thofe orators could not gain the favour of the people by

any other methods. Your arts were more noble: hu were

the arts of a ftatefman and of a prince. . Your nmgmhment
buildings, which in beauty of archite&ure {urpafled any the
world had ever {een, the ftatues of Phidias, L‘hn. painriwgs of

Xeuxis, the prote@ion you gave to knowledg: m,nu\} and
abilities of every kind, added as much to the g glory of Athens
as to your pupuhmv And in this I may bc}.lﬁ of an Cquul

merit to Florence, For I embellithed that city and the whole
country about it, with excellent buildings; I protected all
arts; and, though I was not myfelf fo eloquent, or {o learned
as you, I no lefs encouraged thofe who were eminent, in my
time, for their eloquence or their learning. Marcilius Ficinus,
the fecond father of the Platonic philofophy, lived in my houfe,
and converfed with me as intimately as Anaxagoras with you.
Nor did I ever forget and fuffer him {o to want the neceflaries
of life, as you did Anaxagoras, who had like to have perifh:d
by that unfriendly negle&; but, to fecure him, at all ri;_m-_c,

rom
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from any diftrefs in his circumftances, and enable him to purfue
his fublime {peculations unmolefted by low cares, I gave him
an eftate adjacent to one of my favourite villas. T alfo drew
to Florence, -Argiropolo, the moft learned Gtcuk of thofe
times ; that, under my patronage, he might teach the Florentine
\01.1L11 the language and fciences of his ::ubntn But with re-
o:ud to our Lﬂ:] dings, there is this remarkable difference :
your's were all raifed at the ex| pence of the public, mine at
my own,

2 E R OO B

My eftate would bear no ploiufluda nor allow me to exert
the fu,ncmhty of my nature. Your wealth exceeded that of
any pamcular, or indeed of any prince, who lived in your
days.’ The vaft commerce, which, after the example of your _
anceftors, you continued to carry on in all partsof the world, i
cven while you p[‘EilCILd at the helm of the ftate, enabled you
to do thofe fplendid a&s, which Jcndued your name {o illuf-
trious.  But I was confirained to make the public treafure the
fund of my bounties ; and 1 thought I could not poflibly dii- ::‘r”"
pofe of it better, in time of peace, than in finding melm e
ment for that part of the people which muft elfe have been
idle, and ufelefs to the community, introducing into Greece
all the elegant arts, and adorning my country with works that
are an lmnour to human nature. For, while I attended the
moft to thefe civil and peaceful occupations, I did not negle&
to provide, with timely care, again{t war; nor fuffer the na-
tion to fink into luxury and et R S kept our
fleets 1n continual L..Lu!iﬁ, maintained a great number of fea- |
men in conftant pay, and difciplined well our land-forces.  Nor
did I ever ceafe to recommend to all the Athenians, both by
precepts and example, frugality, temperance, magnanimity,
fortitude, and whatever could moft effeétually contribute to
ftrengthen their bodies and minds,

Qqq Cos Mo,
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C O0S MO

Yet I ‘have heard you condemned ‘for rendering -the people
lefs fober and modeft, by giving them a fhare of the conquered
lands, and’ paying them wages for their neceffary attendance
in the public affemblies and ‘otheér civil -funéions ; but more
efpecially for the vaft and fuperflious expence, you entailed
on the ftate in the theatrical {peacles, with whiclt you ‘en-
tertained them at the coft of ‘the public.

P BRI C B E%

Perhaps I may have been too lavith in fome-of -thofe boun-
ties,— Yet, in a popular flate, it-is neceffary, -that the people
thould be amufed; and fhould fo .far-partake of the opulence
of the public, as not. to- fuffer any want, which would render
their minds-too low - and. fordid for their political duties. In -
my time the revenues of - Athens- were fufficient-to bear this
charge: but afterwards, when we had loft the greateft part
of our empire, it became, I muft confefs; too heavy a burthen s
and . the continuance.of it-proved one caufe of ous ruin.

C-0-% M O

Tt is a mofl dangerous thing to load the ftate ‘with largefies
of that nature, or'indeed with any unneceflary, but popular
charges'; becaufe to reduce them is almoft impoffible, though
the circumftances of the public ‘fhould neceffarily demand =
redu@ion.  But did not you likewife, in order to advance your
own greatnefs, throw into thethands of the people- of Athens
more power, than the inflitutions of-Solon had entrufted them
with, and more than was confiftent with-the good of the
flate ?

P E RXI/C'L E &~

We are now in the regions where truth prefides, and I dare
not offend her by playing the orator-in-defence of my conduct,
I muft therefore acknowledge, that, by weakening the power
of the court of Areopagus, I tore up that anchor, which Solon

had
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had -wilely fixed, to keep his republic firm againft the florms
and fluGuations of popular fadtions. This alteration, which
fundamentally injured the whele flate, I made, with a view
to ferve my own ambition, the enly paflion in my natuse which
I could not contain within the limits of virtue. - For, I knew
that my eloquence would fubje@ the people to me, and make
them the willing inftruments of all my defires : whereas the
Areopagus had in it an authority and a dignity which I could
ot controul. Thus, by diminifhing the counterpoile our
contitution had fettled to moderate the excefs of popular power,
I augmented my own. But fince my death I have been often
reproached by the (hades of fome of the moft virtuous and
wifelt Athenians, who have fallen vi&ims to the caprice or fury
of .the people, with having been the firft caufe of the injuftice
they fuffered, and of all the mifchiefs perpetually brought on
my country, by rath undertakings, bad conduét, and fluctua-
ting councils. They fay, I delivered up the ftate to the go-
vernment of indifcreet or venal orators, and to the paffions of
a mifguided, infatvated multitude, who thought their freedom
confifted in encouraging calumnies againft the beft fervants of
the commonwealth, and conferring power upon thofe who
had no other merit than falling in with and foothing a popular
folly. Itis ufelefs for me to plead, that during my life none
of thefe mifchicfs were felt; that I employed my rhetoric tofs Tro
promote none but good and wife meafures; that I wasas free
from any taint of avarice or corruption as Ariftides himfelf.
They reply, that Iam anfwerable for all the great cvils, oc-
cafioned afterwards by the want of that falutary reftraint on
the natural levity and extravagance of a democracy, which I
had taken away. Socrates calls me the patron of Anpytus:
and Solon himfelf frowns upon me, whenever we meet.

Cl0 & MO

Solon has reafon to do fo ;—for tell me, Pericles, what opi-
nion would you have of the architect you employed in your

Qqgqz2 buildings,
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buildings, 'if he had made them to laft no longer than during

the term of your life ?
PER L CZL E,S

. The ‘anfwer to your queftion will turn to your own con-
» demnation. Your exceflive liberalities to the indigent citizens,
and the great fums you lent to all the noble families, did in
reality Juy the republic of Florence; and gave your family
foch a power as enabled them to convert it from a popular
{tate into an abfolute monarchy.

COS MO

The Florentines were fo infefted with difcord and faction,
. and their commonwealth was fo void of military virtue, that
they could not have long been exempt from a more ignomi-
nious {ubje@ion to fome Jforeign power, if thole internal dif-
fentions, with the confufion and anarchy they produced, had
continued.  But the Athenians had performed very glorious
exploits; had obtained a great empire; and were become one :
of the nobleft flates in the world, before you altered the balance 1
of their government. And after that alteration they declined

very faft; till they loft all cheir greatnefs.

PERICLES,

Their conftitution had originally a foul blemith in it, ¥
mean the ban of offrarifm, which alone would have been fuf-
ficient to undo  any ftate.  For there is nothing of fuch im-
portant ufe to a nation, as that men who moft: excel in wil-
dom and virtue fhould be encouraged to undertake the bu-
finefs of government.  But this deteflable cuftom deterred
fuch ‘men from ferving the public, or, if they ventured to do
{o, turned even their own wifdom and virtue againft them;
fo that in'Athens it was fafer: to be infamous: than renowned.
We are told indeed, by the advocates for this ftrange infti-
tution, that 4t was not @ puuifbment, but meant as a guard to
the equality. and liberty of wbe flate: - for which realon i]lc_y

y
+ »
2 gecm
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deem it an homour done to the perfons, againft whom it was
ufed : as if words could change the real nature of things,
and make a banifhment of ten years, inflited on a good
citizen by the fuffrages of his countrymen, no evil to him, or
no offence againft juftice and the natural right every freeman
may claim, that he fhall not be expelled from any fociety, of
which he is a member, without having firft been p:ov;_d trmlty

of fome criminal a&ion.
COS MO

The oftracifm was indeed a molt minrd:m able fault in the
Athenian conftitution. It placed envy in the feat of juilice,
and gave to private malice and pnhlh, ingratitude a legal right
to do wrong. Other nations are blan ]cd for tulcmtmnf vice 3
but the Athenians alone would not tolerate virtue.

P B R 1LE'L.BE

The friends to the oftracifm fay, that too eminent virtue

deftroys that equality, which is the fafeguard of freedom.
C oS MO

No ftate is well modeled, if it cannot pr:;!'cn-u: itfelf from
the danger of tyranny w ithout a grievous violation of rr;z*'.'-rnl
jultice: nor would a friend to #rue freedem, which confifts in
being gm'trmd not by men, but by laws, defire to ]11-e in
a country, wl here a Cleon bore rule, and where an. Ariftides
was pot {uffered to remain. But, inftead of H."l|Ld ing  this
evil, you made it worfe. You rendered the people .more in-
tractable, more adverfe to virtue, lefs fubje& to t‘u, 11\ s, and
more to 1r11,r<.i""1uns from mifchicvous demagogues, than they
had been before your time.

PLEIR 3-€ T BS

In h'ntI I did fo ;——and therefore my place in ?-"‘x'I"‘-.lr'.‘],

notwith{ amhrrr the integrity of my whole --m}" condué, and

(2 <= . s {

the preat virtues I exerted, is much below the rank of thofe
e v e swrpalthe  or himite LT o
who have governed commonweaiths, or limited monarchies,

not




L

DI ALDGUES SOE WEEEIINE A-D,
! dvantage; but allo

powrr, on which

not merely with a concern for their
with a prudent regard to that
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locxrR——Bavuwer.
‘B A Y L E
7 ES; we both-were philofophers ; but my plilofophy was
# . the deepctt. * You dogmatized : 1 dubred,
L oCKeE
Do you make doubting a proof of depth in- philofophy ? ft
may be a good beginning of it, but it is a bad end.
B,A X L E
No:—the more profound our fearches are “into the nature
of things, the more uncertainty we fhall find; and the moft
fubtle ‘minds fee objections and difficulties in every' {yftem,
which are overlooked or undifcoverable' by ordinary . under-
{tandings.
: L 0.C K. E
1t would be better then to be no philofopher, and to con-
tinue in the vulgar herd of mankind, thaz one may bave the
convenience of thinking that one knows fomething. 1 find that
the eyes which nature has given me fee many things very
clearly, though fome are out of their reach, or difcerned but
dimly. What opinion ought I to have of a phyfician, who
fhould offer me an eye-water, the ufe of which would at firft
{o fharpen my fight, as to carry it farther than ordinary vifion;
but would in the end put them out? Your philofophy, Mon-
fieur Bayle, is to the eyes of the mind what I have fuppofed
the dodtor’s #gffrum to be to thole of the body. It adually
brought
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brought your own excellent underftanding, which was by na-

ture ‘quick-ﬁghtcd, and rendered more {o by art and a fubtilty
of logic peculiar to yourfelf—it brought, I fay, your very acute
underftanding to fee nothing clearly, and enveloped all the great
truths of reafon and religion in milts of doubt.
B-AYLE
I own it did ;—but-your comparifon is not juft. - I did not
cé well, before I ufed my philofophic eye-water: I only fup-
pofed 1 faw well ; but I was in an error with all the reft of
mankind. « The blindnefs was real, ‘the perceptions were-ima-
oimary. - I cured myfelf firft of -thofe falfe imaginations; and
then I laudably endeavoured to cure other men.
L. ©'C K E.
A great cure indeed! and den’t you think, that, in return

o
fot the fervice you did them, they ought to ereét you a ftatdé?

By A LB

Yes; -it 'is good for "human nature to know its own-weak-
nefs. - When we arrogantly “prefume on a ftrength we have
not, we are always in great danger of hurting ourfelves, or, at

leaft, of deferving ridicule and contempt by vain and idle efforts.
L0CEXE

I agree with you, that human nature {hould know its own
weaknefs ; but it fhould alfo feel its firength, and try to im-
prove it. - This was my employment, as a philofopher. * I en-
deavoured to difcover the real powers of the mind, to fee what
it could do; and what it could not ; to reftrain it from efforts
beyond its ability, but to teach it how to advance as far'as the
faculties given to it by nature, with the utmoit exestion and
moft pm{suy culture of them, would allow it to go. In ‘the
vaft ocean of philofophy 1 had the line and the plummet always
in my hands. Many of its depths I found myfelf unablé'to
fathom ; but, by caution in founding, and the eareful obferva-
1 tions

1
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tions I made in the courfe of my voyage, I found out fome
truths of fo much ufe to mankind, that Jwy ucl&nowlcdgc me
to have been their benefa&or.

W

B A Y L -E

Their ignorance makes them think fo. Some other philofo-
pher will come hereafter, and (hew thofe truths to be falthoods.
He will pretend to difcover other truths of equal importance.
A later fage will :n"li"-:, lﬁ.‘l']].l‘p.". among men now barbarous and
1u.1‘c_drm.nl whofe fagacious difcoveries will diferedit the opinions
of his admired 131tdcu_ﬁh1'. In 1}1110101:-11 as in nature, all
changes its form, and one thing exifts by Ehrp deftru&ion of ano-
ther.

10 C KE.E

Opimons taken up without a patient inrcf‘tiﬂ‘”itinn, depend-
g on, terms not accurately (l;nm.d and principles begged
without proof, like theories to explain the phenomena of na-
ture built on fuppofitions inftead of LXl‘lCt‘]mLI}IS, muit perpe-
tually change and deltroy one another, But fome opinions
there are, even in matters not obvious to the common fenfe of
mankind, which the mind has received on fuch rational grounds
of affent, that they are as immoveable as the pillars of 11\,’1\. en,

r (to {peak philofophically) as the great laws of nature, by
whu:h, under Gon, the univerfe is ﬁu{hmu] Can you fumm‘l-w
think, that, becaufe the hypothefis of your countryman, Def-
cartes, which was nothing but an ingenious, well-imagined ro-
mance, has been 11.&.,]\‘ cxr)loded the fx{‘[(‘m of Newton,
which is built on experiments and geometry, the two moft
certain methods of chl;mcnng truth, will ever fail; or that,
becaufe the whims of fanaticks and the divinity of the fchool-
men cannot now be {upported, the do&rines of that re iEion,
which 1, the declared enemy of all enthufiafm and falie rea-
foning, mnﬂ}- believed and maintained, will ever be (haken ?

E A Y L.E
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BA Y LlE

If you had afked Defcartes, while he was in the heighth of
his '.'n'guc, whether his fyftem would be ever confuted by any
other philofopher’s, as that of Auiftotle had been by his, what
anfwer do you fuppofe he would have returned ?

LG He K B

Come, come, monfieur Bayle, you yourfelf know the differ-
ence between the foundations, on which the credit of thofe
{yflems and that of Newton is placed. Your fcepticifm is
more affeCted than real.  You found it a fhorter way to a great
reputation, (the only with of yeur heart) to objec, than to de-
fend, to [mll down, than to fet up. And your talents were
admirable for that kind of work. Then your huddling toge-
ther, in a Critical Di&ionary, a pleafant tale, or obfcene jeft, and
a grave argument againft the Chriftian religion, a witty confu-
tation of fome abfurd author, and an artful fophifm to impeach
{fome refpeétable truth, was particu!nrly commodious to all our
}ounff {marts and fmatterers in free-thinking.  But what mif-
chief have you not done to human iocmtv? You have endea-
voured, and with fome degree of fuccefs, to thake thofe foun-
dations, on which the whole moral world, and the great fabric
of focial happinefs, entirely reft. How coulrl you, as a philo-
fopher, in the fober hours of reflexion, anfwer for this to your
confcience, even iupijoimr} you had doubts of the truth of a
Iyﬂr.m, which gives to virtue its {weeteft hopﬁt to impenitent
vice 1ts gre: mﬁ. fears, and to true penitence its beft mniu]atmus -
which reftrains even the lealt approcuhcs to guilt, and yet
makes thofe allowances fer the infirmities of our nature, which
the Stoic pride denied to it, but which its real imperfe&tion and
the goodnefs of its fnﬁmm} benevolent Creator, o evidently re<
quire ?

Rrr B AY L B,
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3 A YL E

The mind is free; and it loves to exert its freedom. Any
reftraint upon it s a violence done to its nature, and a tyranny,
againit which it has a right to rebel.

A 0 5.8

The mind, though free, has a governor within itfelf, which

may and ought to limit the exercife of its freedom. That go-

vernor is Reafon.
T, L o R

Yes: but Reafon, like other governors, has a policy more
dependent upon uncertain caprice than upon any fixed laws.
And if that reafon which rules my mind, or your's, has hap-
pm-:d to fet up a favourite notion, it not on]y {fubmits nnphutn
to it, but defires that the fame relpe& thould be paid to it by
all l!u.. reft of mankind. Now I hold that any man may law-
fully oppofe this defire in another, and thd[‘, if he is \qu., he
will ‘do his utmoft endeavours to check it in himfelf.

 Fl TR 3

Is there not alfo a weaknefs, of a contrary nature to this you
are now ridiculing? do we not often take a pleafure to thew
our own power, and gratify our own pride, by ucwmdm& no-
tions fet up by other men, and generally n.lpc:,l.ccl

R R

I believe we do; and by this means it often happens, that

if one man builds and confecrates a femple 7o folly, another

pulls it down.
IR e R o s o

Do you think it beneficial to human fociety, to have a// tem-
ples pulled down?

ol e (]
I cannot fay that I do.

L.oCKE
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L0 ¢K R
Yet I find not in your writings any mark of diftinétion; to
fhew us which you mean to fave.
B YA Wl K
A true philofopher, like an impartial hiftorian, muft be of no
fe&.
L OCE E
Is there no medium between the blind zeal of a fedtary, and
a total indifference to all religion ?
B A Y _L~E
With regard to morality, I was not indifferent.
L& K B
FHow could you then be indifferent with regard to the fanétions
religion gives to morality ? how could you publifh what tends
{o dire&ly and apparently to weaken in mankind the belief of
thofe fanftions? was not this facrificing the great interefts of
virtue to the little motives of vanity?
B A Y-L.E

A man may a& indifcreetly, but he cannot do wrong, by
declaring that, which, on a full difcuffion of the queftion, he
fincerely thinks to be true.

L 0o¢KE

An enthufiaft, who advances do&rines prejudicial to {ociety,
or oppofes any that are ufeful to it, has the ftrength of opinion
and the heat of a difturbed imagination to plead, in alleviation
of his fault. But your cool head, and found judgement, can
have no fuch excufe. I know very well there are paflfages in all
your works, and thofe not a few, where you talk like a rigid
moralift. I have alfo heard that your charatter was irre-
proachably good. But when, in the moft laboured parts of
your writings, you fap the fureft foundations of all moral du-
ties, what avails it that in others, or in the conduét of your

Rrr 2 life,
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life, you. have appeared torefpect. them? how many, who
have, fironger| paffions than you had, and are defirous to get
rid of the curb that reftrains them, will lay hold of your {cep=
ticiim, to {et themfelves loofe from all ohhgmons of virtuel
What a misfortune is it to have made fuch a ufe of fuch ta-
lents! It would have been better for you, and for mankind, if
you had been one of the dulleft of Dutch theologians, or -the
moft credulots monk in a Portuguefe convent. The riches
of ‘the mind, like thofe of fortune, may be employed fo per-
verfely, as to become a nuifance and peft, inftead of an ornament
and ﬁipport to fociety.
BAYL.E

You are very fevere upon me. —But do you count it nO me-
rit, no fervice to mankind, to deliver them from the frauds and
fetters: of prieftcraft, from the deliriums of fanaticifm, and
from the terrors and follies of fuperftition ? Confider how much

mifchief thefc have done to the world! Even in the laft age
what maffacres, what civil wars, what convulfions of govern-
ment, “what" confufion in focicty, did they produce! Nay, in
that ‘we both lived in, though much more cnlmhtemd than the
former, did T not fee PReth vecafioh’ X violent perfecution in
my own country ? and can you blame me for Jukmg at the
root of thefe evils P

L D:CaEKs Es

The root of thefe evils, you well know, was fa/fe religion;
but you ftruck at the t#xe. Heaven and hell are not more dif-
ferent, than the fyftem of faith I defended, and that which pro-
duced the horrors of which you fpeal-. '\\"hy would you fo
fallacioufly confound them loccthcr in fome of your writings,
that it requires much more Judwcmfznt and a more dLJlgLnt at-
tentlan, than ordinary readers have, to ft,PLII".ltE them again, and
to make thé proper diftinétions ? ‘This indeed is.the great art of
the moft celebrated free-thinkers. - They recommend themfelves
to warm and ingenuous minds by lively ftrokes of wit, and by

arguments
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arguments ‘really ftrong, againft: fuperftition, jenthufiafm, ‘and
pru,ﬂuﬂt. But, at the fame time, they infidioufly throw the
colours of thefe upon the fair face of true religion, and 'drefs
her out in their garb, with a malignant intehition to Tender ek
odious or defpicable to thofe, who have not penetration enough
to' difcern the impious fraud. Some of them' may have thus
deceived themfelves, as well as others. Yet it is certain, no
book, that ever was written by the moft acute of thefe gentle-
men, is fo repugnant to pricftcraft, to {piritual tyranny, to all
abfurd fuperftitions, to all that can tend to difturb or injure {o-
ciety, as that Gefpel they {o much affect to defpife.
B AY L E
Mankind is fo made, that, when they have been over-beated,
they cannot be brought to'a proper temper again, till they have
been over-cooled. - My {feepticifm might be neceffary, ‘to abate
the fever 'and phrenzy of falfe rehgwn.
L 0°C K E
A wife p::_-fc;ﬁ[ation indeed, to bring on a pera ."L‘: ical ﬁ:ite of
the mind, (for {uch a kcpuu'm as yours is a palfy, which ck-
prives the mmd of all vigour, and deadens its natural and vital
powers) in order to take off a fever, which remperance, and
1he milk of the evangelical doftrines, would probably cure?
B ATYALIR
I acknowledge that thofe medicines 'have'a great power.
But few doé&ors apply them untainted with' the mixture of
{fome harfher drugs, or fome unfafe and ridiculous #offrums of

their own.
L O,

What you now fay: is too true:—Gop has given us a moft
excellent phyfic for the foul; inall its difeafes 3. but bad and

mterefted phyficians; ‘or ignorant and conceited quacks, ad-

minifter it fo ill to the reft of mankind, that much of the bene=

fit of itis unhappily lofk
DILA-
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DITALOGUE XXV.

ArcrisaLp, earl of Doucras, duke of Touraine.

Jonn duke of AreyLe and Greenwich, field marfhal of his
Britannic majefty’s forces.

ARG YL R

ES, noble Douglas, it grieves me that you, and your fon,

together with the brave earl of Buchan, fhould have em-
ploved fo much valour, and have thrown away your lives, in
fighting the battles of that ftate, which, from its fituation and
111tc1dis, is the perpetual and moft dangerous enemy to Great-
Britain. A Britith nobleman ferving France appears to me as
unfortunate, and as much out of his proper Iphere, as a
Grecian commander, engaged in the fervice of Perfia, would

have appeared to . \11H1du. or Am.hl.tus

Di0- 0 & Lok 6

In ferving France, I ferved Scotland. The French were the
natural allies to the Scotch ; and, by fupporting their crown, I
enabled my countrymen to maintain their mcl\,pcnduucc againft
the Lnnl]ﬂ

ORIG O,

The French indeed, from the unhappy flate of our country,
were ancrent allies to 1he Scotch ; ‘but that they ever were our
natural allies; I deny. Their a 1]1:111(.@ was proper and neceffary
for us, becaule we were then in an wrnatural ftate, difunited
from England.  While that difunion continued, our menarchy
was compelled to lean upon France for afliftance and {fupport.
The French power and policy kept us, I wknowlcdu;e, inde-
pendent on the Englith, but d{:pendc-nt on them; and this de-
pendence Expnf:,d us to many grievous {‘lllﬂlltlLS, by drawing
on our'country the form]d.a.bie arms of the Englith, whenever

3 it
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it happened that the French and they had a qmrrel The
ﬁicwuw they afforded us were diftant t and uncertain. Qur
enemy was at hand, {uperior to us in ftrength, though not in
ralour.  Our borders were ravaged 5 our kings were {lain, or
led captive ; we loft all the advantage of being the inhabitants
of a great ifland ; we had no commerce, no peace, no fecurity,
no degree of maritime power. Scotland was a back-door,
"‘111,11011 which the Freach, with our help, made their inroads
into B ngland : if they conquered, we obtained little benefit
from lt' but, if they were defeated, we were always .the de-
voted vidims, on whom the conquerors feverely wreaked their
refentment.

Dii0, X0 4 LA

The Englith {uffered as much in thofe wars as we. How
terribly were their borders laid wafte and (10PDPH]-.L-.C1 by our
{harp ‘incurfions ! how often have the fwords of my anceftors
been ftained with the beft blood of that nation! were notour
victories at Bannocbourn and at Otterbourn as glorious as any,
that, with all the advantage of numbers, they have ever iob-
tained over us?

A: BoG ¥ LK,

They were: but yet they did us no lafting rru'\u. They left
us {till dependent on the pmtcé’tmn of lmmc- they left us a
poor, a feeble, a diftrefied, though a meft v aliant nation,
They irritated England, but could not fubdue it, nor hinder
our Ebcllng fuch efte@s of its enmity, as gave us no reafon to
rejoice in our triumphs.—How much more happily, in the au-
1picious reign of that queen who formed the Union, was my
fword emp loyed in humbling the foes of Great Britain! with
how {u pErlDr a dignity dldl appear 1n the combined Britifh
{enate, maintaining the interefls of the whole unite people of
England and Scotland , againft all foreign powers, who at-
thpttd to difturb our general happinefs, or to invade our com-
mon rights !

POUGLAS.
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DO U G LA 5.

Your eloquence and your valour had unqueftionably a much
nobler and more fpacious field, to exercife themfelves in, than
any of thofe who-defended the interefts of only a part of the
ifland.

ARG XYL B

Whenever I read any account of the wars between the Scotch
and the Englifh, I think I am reading a melancholy hiftory of
civil diffentions. Which-ever fide is defeated, their lofs appears
to me a lofs to the whole, and an advantage to fome foreign
enemy of Great Britain. But the flrength of that ifland is made
compleat by the Union ; and whata great Englith poet has jufily
faid in one inftance, 1s now true in all:

o % The Hotfpur and the Douglas both together

1V, Par. s, ¢ Are confident againft the world in arms.”
Who can refift the an]iﬂ] and Fcotch valour combined? When
feparated, and oppoled, they balanced each other: united, they
will hold the balance of Europe. 1If all the Scotch blood, that
has ‘been fhed for the French in unnatural wars againft Eng-
land, had been poured out, to oppole the ambition of France,
in conjunction with the Englifh : if all the Englifh blood, that
has been fpilt as unfortunately in ulelefs wars againft Scotland,
had been preferved, France would long ago have been rendered
incapable of difturbing our peace, and Great-Britain would have
been the moft powerful of nations.

D. 0, U G fisA-Es

"There is truth in all you have faid.—But yet, when I refle&
on the infidious ambition of king Edward the Firfl, on the un-
generous arts he fo treacheroufly employed, to gain, or rather to
iteal, the {overeignty of our kingdom, and the deteitable crueley
he fhewed to Wallace, our brave champion and martyr ; my
. foul 15 up in arms againft the infolence of the Englifh, and I
it | adore the memory of thofe patriots, who died in afferting

' the independence of our crown and the liberty of our nation.
ARGYL E,
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ARGYLE

Had 1 lived in thofe days, I fhould have joined with thofe pa-
triots, and been the foremoft to maintain fo noble a caufe. The
Scotch were not made to be fubje& to the Englifh. Their fouls
are too great for fuch, a timid fubmiffion. But they may unite
and incorporate with a nation they would not obey. Their
{corn of a foreign yoke, their firong and generous love of inde-
pendence and freedom, make their union with England more
natural and more proper. Had the fpirit of the Scotch been
fervile or bafe, it could never have coalefced with that of the
Tingliﬂl.
DG T 31 & 8,

It is true that the minds of both nations are congenial, and
filled with the fame noble virtues, the fame impatience of fervi-
tude, the fame magnanimity, courage, and prudence, the fame
genius for policy, for navigation and commerce, for fciences and
arts. Yet, notwithftanding this happy conformity, when I con-
fider how long they were enemies to each other; what an he-
reditary hatred and jealoufy had fubfifted, for many ages, be-
tween them; what private paffions, what prejudices, what con-
trary interefts, muft have neccflarily obftruéted every ftep of
the treaty ; and how hard it was to overcome the ftrong oppo-
fition of national pride ; ‘I ftand aftonifhed that it was poflible
to unite the two kingdoms upon any conditions ; and much
more that it could be done with fuch equal regard and amicable
fairnefs to both!

AS R GFY-NTES K

Tt was indeed a moft arduous, and difficult undertaking!
The fuccels of it muft, T think, be thankfully afcribed, not
only to the great firmnefs and prudence of thofe who had the
management of it, but to the eracious afhftance of Providence,
for the prefervation of the Reformed religion amongft us, which,
in that conjun@ure, if the Union had not been made, would
have been ruined in Scotland, and much endangered in Eng-

St land.
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land. The fame good Providence has watched over and pro-
tected it fince, in-a'moft fignal manner, againft the attempts of
Sec Hooke's an infatuated party in Scotland, and the arts of France, who by
e her emiffacies laboured to deftroy ity as foon as formed ; becaule
fhe juftly forefaw that the continuance of it would be deftru&ive
to all her vaft defigns againtt the liberty of Europe. I .myfelf
had the honour to have a principal fhare in fubduing one rebel-
lion defigned to fubvert it ; and, fince my death, it has been, I
hope, eftablithed for ever, not only by the defeat of another re-
bellion, which came upon us in the midft of a dangerous war
with France, but by meaflures prudently taken in order to pre-
vent fuch difturbances for the future. The miniflers of the
crown have propofed, and the Britith legiilature has ena&ed, a
wife {yftem of laws, the obje@ of which is to reform and to ¢ivi- i
lize the Highlands of Scotland ; to deliver the people there from
the arbitrary power and oppreflion of their chieftains; to carry .
the royal juftice and royal prote&ion into the wildeft parts of
their ‘mountains; to hinder theif natural valour from being
abufed and perverted to the detriment of their country ; and to I
introduce among them arts, agriculture, commerce, tranquil}ity,
with all the improvements of focial and polifhed life.

-

I
I
De

0o 0 6Loas '|

By what you now tell me you give me the higheft idea of the :l
great prince, your mafter; who, after having been provoked by :
fuch a wicked rebellion, inftead of enflaving the people of the |
Highlands, or laying the hand of power more heavy upon them l
(which is the ufual confequence of unfuccefsful revolts), has )

conferred on them the ineftimable bleflings of liberty, juftice, '
and good order. To a& thus is indeed 70 perfell the Union,
and make all the inhabitants of Great-Britain acknowledge, with
gratitude and with joy, that they are fubjects of the fame well-
regulated kingdom, and governed with the fame impartial affec-
tion, by the fovereign and father of the whole commonwealth.

5 ARGYLE.




P ralde Lo Q, Gl r By XY
Adf Ry G X118 E.

The laws I have: mentionedy and the humane, benevelent po-
licy of his majefty’s government, have already produced: very
falutary effeéts in that part of -the: Kingdoms and, if -fteadily
I‘pl_'ll'1-l|.('_‘-l!, will produce many more. Jut no words can recount
to vou the infinite benefits, which have attended the Union, in
the northern counties of England and the fouthern of Scotland.

BL B L A i Gt

The fruits of it muft be, doubtlefs, moft fenhble there, where
the perpetual enmity between the two nations had occafioned
the greateft diforder and defolation.

AR .G YL E

Oh Douglas—could you revive and return into Scotland, what
a delightful alteration would you fee in that country! All thofe
great traéts of land, which in your time lay untilled, on account
of the inroads of the bordering Englith, or the feuds and dif-
cords that raged, with perpetual violence, within. our own di-
ftracted kingdom, you would now behold = cultivated,) and
{miling with plenty. , Inflead of the caftles, which every baron
was compelled to ere& for the defence of his family, and where

he lived in the barbarifm of Gothic pride, among miferable vaf-
fals opprefled by the abufe of his feudal powers, your eyes would
be charmed with elegant country-houfes, adorned with” fine
plantations and beautiful gardens ; while happy villag

towns are rifing about them, and enlivening the prolpect wi
cvery image of rural wealth! On our coafts trading cities, full
of new manufaéures, and continually encreafing the extent of
their commerce ! In our ports and harbours innumerable mer-
chant {hips richly loaded, and protected from all enemies
the matchlefs fleet of Great Britain! But of all improver '
the greateft is in the minds of the Scotch, Thele ha
even more than their lands, by t

iave profited,

ulture, which the fertled

peace and tranquillity, pmdm';‘d by the Union, have happily
Siilz given

€5 or gay
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given to/them: and they have dif¢overed fuch talents in all
branchies of literature, as might render the Englifh jealous of
being excelled by their genius, if there could remain a compe-
tition, when there remains no diftin@ion between the two

nations.
Do G B A S

There may be emulation without jealoufy ; and the efforts,
which that emulation will excite, may render our ifland fuperior
in the fame of wit and good learning to- Italy or to Greece; a
fuperiority, which I have learnt in the Elyfian fields to prefer
even to that which is acquired by arms.—But one doubt fill
remains with me concerning the Union.. I have been informed
that no more than fixteen of our peers, except thofe who have
Englith peerages (which fome of the nobleft have not), now fit
in the houfe of lords, as reprefentatives of the reft.  Does not
this in a great meafure diminifh thofe peers who are not eledted ?
and have you not found the election of the fixteen too depend-
ent on the favour of a court?

A RGY LR

It was impoflible that the Englith could ever confent, in the
treaty of Union, to admit a greater number to have places and
votes in' the upper houfe of parliament : but all the Scotch peer-
age is virtually there, by reprefentation. And thofe who are

not eleéted have every dignity and right of the peerage, except

the privilege of fitting in the houfe of lords, and fome others de-
pending thereon,
PO G LA

They have fo: but when parliaments enjoy fuch a
hare in the government of a country, as our’s do at this time,
to be perfonally there is a privilege and a dignity of the higheft
Hnportance.

ARG Y LE
[ wifh it had been poffible to impart it to all.  But your rea-
{on will tell you 1t was not.—And confider, my lord, that, tll
4 the

o
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the Revolution in fixteen hundred and eighty-eight, the power
vefted by our government in rhe lords of the Articles had made
our i‘!"tl’llﬂ,ﬂltht‘i much more fubjet to the influence of the
crown than our ele&ions are now. As, by the manner in whichsSee Robere-
they were conftituted, thofe lords were no lefs devoted to theo Pt
king than his own privy council; and as no pmpoiitmu could
then be pmﬁ,mcd in parliament, 1f rejedted by them, they gave
him a negative before debate. This indeed was abolifhed upon
the ucceﬁc n of king William the Third, with many other op=
preflive and ddpmm.l] powers, which had rendered our nobles
abjett flaves to the crown, while they were allowed to be tyrants
over the people.  But if king ].lmt_b, or his fon, had been re-
ftored, the government he h.ui excrcifed would have been re-
eftablithed : and nothing but the Union of the two kingdoms
could have effe&ually prevented that reftoration.  We likewife Seea for
owe to the Union the fubfequent abolition of the Scotch privy '
council, which had been the moft s;rntuus cng'nc of tyranny
and that falutary law, which declared that no crimes thould hc ;
high treafon or mifprifion of rlfqﬂm in Scotland, but {ucl .
were fo in England ; and gave us the Englith nLt]m]q of trial
in cafes. of that nature: \'.L‘u:ta, before, there were (fo .many
fpecies of treafons, the conftrucion of them was fo vncertain,
and the trials were fo arbitrary, that no man could be fafe from
fuffering as a traitor. By the fame a& of parliament we al{os:
mr:::]ved a communication of tm.l: noble privilege of the ,ng 1l1 3, 4
exemption from torture; a privilege, w mth, though ulum Tl oy
both to humanity and to juitice, no other nation in Europe, f‘ 4
not even the freeft republicks, can br aft of p{e.m“'.-ﬁ Shall we
then take offence at fome inevitable circt 1m {lances, which may
jed part, in the treaty of U l*'uﬁ, when it ]-L".-‘.-‘--«i-::-
ils that a ftate canets:
li nd civil
happier now,; and 07
vas under that conc - =

ftituti

Li. putig—7 2.

1 4§

:..l.E‘E-l” l {.\I

condition,
much more mndepen '-.




o
|
i

" il i ooy i

§03

I Avlr -G -B B8 0 F* TFPH/E - 'DAE A D,
ftitution of covernment which continued in Scotland even after
the e ium“on of king James the Second. «The greateft enemies
to the Union are the friends of that king, in whofe reign, and
in his brother’s, the kingdom of Scotland was {ubjefted to a de-
{potifm as arbitrary as that of France, and more tyrannically
adminiftered,

DOWU GL AS
All T have heard of thofe reigns makes me blufh with indig-
nation at the fervility of our mmks, who could endure them fo
]L‘!I‘J:f What then was become of that undaunted Scotch '{Pllu..
which had dared to refift the Plantagenets in the height of
their power and pride ? could the delcendants of LhoiL' who
had difdained to be fubje@s of Edward the Firft, fubmit to be
flaves of Charles the Second, or James ?
A'RGYLE
They feemed in general to have loft every chara&eriftic of
their natural te mper, t‘gLL"\t a defire to abufe the royal authority,
for the gratification of t[mr private refentments in I:mu]_;Tr
L_lu*un.ls.
D U G LA B
Your grandfather, my lord, has the glory of not deferving
this cenfure.
ARG Y1TE

I am proud that his {pirit, and the pnnmplcs he profefied,
drew upon him the rz_luthu, and fury of thofe times. But
there needs no other proof than the nature and the manner
of his condemnatim], to thew what a wretched flate our nobi-
lity then were in, and what an ineftimable advantage it is to
them, that they are now to be tried as peers of Great Britain,

see the st orand have the benefit of thofe laws which impa:'tcd to us the

Union, art.
it

equity and the freedom of the Englilh conftitution.
Upon the whole, as much as wealth is preferable to poverty,
liberty to oppreflion, and national ftrength to' national weaknefs,
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fo much has Scotland inconteftably gained by the Union.  Eng-
land too has fecured by it every public blefling which was be-
fore enjoyed by her, and has oreatly augmented her ftrength.
The martial {pirit of the Scotch, their hardy bodies, their acute
and vigorous minds, their induftry, their advity, are now
employed to the benefit of the whole ifland. He is now a bad
Scotchman who is not a good Englithman, and he is a bad
Englifhman who is not a good Scotchman. Mutual intercourfe,
mutual interefts, mutual benefits, muft naturally be productive
of 'mutual affe@ion. And when that is eftablifhed, when our
hearts are fincerely united, many great things, which fome re-
mains of jealoufy and diftruft, or narrow, local partialities, may
hitherto have obftru@ed, will be done for the good of the whole
united kingdom. How much may the revenues of Great-
Britain be encreafed by the further encreafe of population, of
induftry, and of commerce in Scotland! what a mighty ad-
dition to the ftock of national wealth will arife from the im-
provement of our moft northern counties, which are infinitely
capable of being improved | The briars and thorns are in‘a
great meafure grubbed up : the flowers and fruits may be foon
planted. And what more pleafing, or what more glorious
employment, canany government have, than to attend to'the
cultivating of fuch a plantation?
D O UG L A S

The profpeét you open to me of happinefs to' my country
appears fo fair, that it makes me amends for the pam, with
which T refle@ on the times wherein I'lived, and indeed on our
whole hiftory for feveral ages.

B FiniGe X Lpe B

That hiftory does, in truth, prefent to. the mind a long fe-
ries of the moft direful objedts, affaflinations, rebellions, anar-
chy, tyranny, and religion itfelf, either cruel, or glopmy and
unfocial:  An hiftorian, who would paint it in its true colours,

l—rn-!‘
nult

jo3




e

|

.l“'.‘nqﬁ.._..'.n.-.u...“.. -

tary

D

DIALOGUES OF THE DE AD.

muft take the pencil of Guercino or Salvater Rofa. ‘But the
moft agreeable imagination can hardly figure to itfelf a more
pleafing fcene of private and public felicity, than will naturally
refult from the Union, if all the prejudices againft it, and all
diftin&ions that may tend, on either fide, to keep up an idea
of feparate interefts, or to revive a fharp remembrance of na-
tional animofities, can be removed.
D 00 Gkl A0S,

If they can be removed! I think it impoflible they can be
retained. | To refift the Union is indeed to rebel againit nature,
She has joined the two countries, has fenced them both
with the fea, againft the invafion of all other nations; but has
Jaid them entirely open the one to the other. . Accurfed be he
who endeavours to divide them.—#%ar God has joined, let no
#ian put afunder.

FERORE O
The three following DiarocuEs are by another hand,
e O U B XXV

CapmMus—HERCULES.

C ADMDUUS

DO you pretend to fit as high on Olympus as Hercules ?
did you kill the Nemean lion, the Erymanthian boar, the
Lernean ferpent, and Stymphalian birds ?  did you deftroy ty-
rants and robbers? You value yourfelf greatly on fubduing one
ferpent: I did as much as that while I lay in my cradle.
CADMUS
It is not on account of the ferpent I boaft myfelf a greater
benefa&or to Greece than you. Adctions fhould be valued by
their utility rather than their eclat. I taught Greece the art of
writing, to which laws owe their precifion and permanency.

You
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You fubdued monflers ;. I civilized men. It is from untamed
paflions, mnot {tom v.-lld beafts, that the greateft evils arife to
human fociety. By wifdom, by art, by th united ftrenoth of
civil community, men have been enabled to fubdue the whole
race of lions, bears, and {erpents, and, what is more, to bind in
laws and wholefome regulations the lamcmm. violence and dan-
gerous treachery of th:, human difpofition. Had lions been
t:Ll‘ll’O}C(] only in fingle combat, men had had but a bad time
of it; and what but laws could awe the men who killed the
lions# The genuine Q‘iOE‘y, the proper diftin®ion of the ra-
tional fpe uw, Lmh.s from the puﬁ.‘nﬁ on of the mental powers.
Courage is apt to be fierce, and firength is often exerted in ads
of © ‘;]_‘JILj':L‘Jl‘ But wifdom is the dﬁomatc of juftice ; itaflifts
her to form equal laws, to purfue right meafures, to corre&
power, protett weaknels, and to unite individuals in a common
intereft and general welfare. Heroes may kill tyrants; but it
is wifdom and laws that prevent tyranny and oppreﬂion The
operations of policy far furpafs the labours of Hercules, pre-
venting many evils which valour and might cannot even re-
drefs.  You heroes confider nothing but glory, and hardly re-
gard whether the conquefts which raife your fame are really
beneficial to your country. Unh"t')pv are the people who are
governed by valour, not lwy prudence, and not mitigated by the
crcm]c arts |

HERCULES
I do not expe& to find an admirer of my ftrenuous life in
thc man who taught his countrymen to fit ftill and read, and
to lofe the hours of youth and aétion in idle fpeculation and
the fport of words.
C ADMUS
An ambition to have a place in the regifters of fame is the
L'uryﬂlu—ms which impofes heroic labours on mankind. The
Mufes incite to aétion, as well as entertain the hours of repofes
and I think you fhould honour them for prefenting to heroes
THF fuch
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fuch a noble recreation, as may prevent their taking up rhe
diftaffy when they lay down the club.
HERCULES.

Wits as well as heroes can take up the diffaff. 'What think
you of their thin-fpun fyftems of philofophy, or lafcivious
poems, or Milefian fables? Nay, what is ftill worfe, are there
not panegyrics on tyrants, and books that blafpheme the gods,
and perplex the natural fenfe of right and wrong ? I believe, if
Euriftheus was to fet me to work again, he would find me a
worfe talk than any he impofed; he would make me read
through a great library; and I would ferve it as I did the
Hydra, I would burn as T went on, that one chimera might
not tife from another, to plague mankind. T thould have va-
lued myfelf more on clearing the library, than on cleanfing the

Augean flables.
AU BREM AT s

It is in thofe libraries only that the memory of your labours
exifts. © The heroes of Marathon, the patriots of Thermopyle,
owe their immortality to me. All the wife inftitutions of
lawgivers, and all the doétrines of fages, had perifhed in the ear,
like'a dream related, if letters had not preferved them. Oh
Hercules! it is not for the man who preferred virtue to plea-
fure to be an enemy to the Mufes. Let Sardanapalus, and
the filken fons of luxury, who have wafted life in inglorious
eafe, defpife the records of acion, which bear no honourable
teftimony to their lives. But true merit, heroic virtue, each
genuine offspring of immortal Jove, fhould honour the ficred
fource of lafting fame.

HERCULES.

Indeed, if writers employed ‘themfelves only in recording
the adts of great men, much might be faid in their favour.
But why do they trouble people with their meditations? can
it fignify to the world what an idle man has been thinking ?

5

CADMUS.
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C.A DM U S

Yes it may. The moft /important and extenfive advantages
mankind enjoy are greatly owing to men who have never quitted
their clofets. To them mankind is obliged for the facility
and fecurity of navigation. The invention of the compals
has opened to them new worlds. The knowledge of the me-
chanical powers has enabled them to conftruct {uch wonder-
ful machines, as perform what the united labour of mullions
by the feverelt drudgery could not accomplith. Agriculture
too, the moft ufeful of arts, has received it’s fhare of  improve-
ment from the fame fource. Poetry likewife is of excellent
ule, to enable the memory to retain with more eafe, and to
imprint with more encrgy upon the heart, precepts of virtue
and virtuous actions. Since we left the world, from the little
root of a few letters, {cience has fpread it's branches over all
nature, and raifed its head to the heavens. Some philofophers
have entered fo far into the counfels of Divine Wifdom, as to
explain much of the great operations of nature. = The dimen-
fions and diftances of the planets, the caufes of their revolu-
tions, the path of comets, -and the ebbing and flowing of tides,
are underftood and explained. Can any thing raile the glory
of the human fpecies more, than to fee a little creature, in-
habiting a {mall {pot, amidft innumerable worlds, taking a
furvey of the univerfe, comprehending its arrangement, and
entering into the fcheme of that wonderful connexion and
correfpondence of things fo remote, and which it feems the
utmoft exertion of Omnipotence to have eftablithed? What a
volume of wifdom, what a noble theology, do thefe difcoveries
open to us! While fome fuperior geniufes have foared to thefe
fublime fubje&ts, other fagacious and diligent minds have been
enquiring into the moft minute works of the infinite Artificer :
the fame, care; the fame providence, is exerted thro’ the whole,
and we fhould learn from it that to true wildom, udlity and
fitnels appear perfeciion, and whatever is beneficial is noble.

Trta HERCULES,

~3
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H ERCU L ES.

I approve of fcience as/ far as’ it is afliftant to acion. I like
the improvement of navigation, and the difcovery of the greater
part of the globe, becaufe it opens a wider field for the mafter
{pirits of the world to buftle in.

CADMU.S

There fpoke the foul of Hercules. But if learned men
are to be efteemed for the afliftance they give to acive minds
in,_their fchemes, they are not lefs to be valued for their
endeavours to give them a right direé&ion, and moderate their
too great ardour. The ftudy of hiftory will teach the warrior
and the legiflator by what means armies have been vidorious,
and ftates have become powerful ; and in the private citizen,
they will inculcate the love of liberty and order.. The writings
of fages point out a private path of virtue, and fhew that the
beft empire is felf-government, and {ubduing our paffions the
noblelt of conquefts.

HERCULES
The true fpirit of heroifm ads by a fort of infpiration, and
wants neither the experience of hiffory, nor the doérines of
philofophers, to dire& it. ~ But do not arts and {ciences render
men effeminate, luxurious, and ina&ive; and can you deny that
wit ;and learning are often made fubfervient to very bad
purpofes ?
C A-Di-M TS
I will own that there are fome natures fo happily formed,
they hardly want the affiftance of a mafter, and the rules of
art, to give them force or grace in every thing they do.  But
thele heaven-infpired geniufes are few. = As learning flourifhes
only where eafe, plenty, and mild government fubfift, in fo
rich a foil, and under [o foft a climate, the weeds of luxury
will fpring up among the flowers of art; but the fpontaneous
weeds would grow more rank, if they were allowed the un-
difturbed pofieflion of the field. Letters keep a frugal tem-
3 perate

i
§

Ml“-u-u_n.—-—n..‘ il e i

¥




D (. A L1706 UIE) IXIVE

perate nation from growing ferocious, a rich one from be-
coming entirely fenfual and debauched. ~ Every gift of the
gods is fometimes abuled ; but wit and fine talents by a
patural law gravitate towards virtue: accidents may drive them
out of their proper direction; but fuch accidents are a fort
of prodigies, and, like other prodigies, it is an alarming omen,
and of dire portent to the times. For if virtue cannot keep
to her allegiance thole men, who in their hearts confefs her
divine right, and know the value of her laws, on whofe fidelity
and obedience can fhe depend? May fuch geniufes never de-
fcend to flatter vice, encourage folly, or propagate irreligion ;
but exert all their powers in the fervice of virtue, and celebrate
the noble choice of thofe, who, like you, preferred her to
pleafurel

4

DI ALOGUE, "XXVIE

Mercury — And a modern fine Labpy.

MRS M O D I § H
NDEED, Mr. Mercury, I cannot have the pleafure of
waiting upon you now. 1 am engaged, abfolutely engaged.

MR RC U RX

I know vou have an amiable affe@ionate hufband, and feveral
fine children ; but you need not be told, that neither conjugal
attachments, maternal affeGtions, nor even the care of a king-
dom’s welfare or a nation’s glory, can excufe a_perfon who
has received a fummons to the realms of death. If the grim
meflenger was not as peremptory as unwelcome, Charon would
not get a paflenger (except now and then an hypochondriacal
Englifhman) once in a century. You muft be content to leave
your hufband and family, and pafs the Styx.

ArRc
s B R
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MRS M O D 1§ H

I did not mean to infift on any engagement with my huf-
band and children; I never thought myfelf engaged to them.
I had no engagements but fuch as were common to women
of my rank. Look on my chimney-piece, and you will fee I
was engaged to the play on Mondays, balls on Tuefdays, the
opera on Saturdays, and to card-aflemblies the reft of the week,
for two months to come; and it would be the rudeft thing
in the world not to keep my appointments. 1If you will ftay
for me till the fummer-feafon, I will wait on you with all my
heart. Perhaps the Elyfian fields may be lefs deteflable than
the country in our world. Pray have you a fine Vauxhall
and Ranelagh ? I think I thould not diflike drinking the Lethe
waters when you have a full feafon.

MERCURTY

Surely you could not like to drink e waters of oblivion,
who have made pleafure the bufinefs, end, and aim of your
life! It is'good to drown cares: but who would walh away the
remembrance of a life of gaicty and pleafure?

MRS M OD1ISH

Diverfion was indeed the bufinefs of my life, but as to plea-
fure I have enjoyed none fince the novelty of my amufements
was gone off.  Can one be pleafed with {feeing the fame thing
over and over again? Late hours and fatigue gave me the
vapours, fpoiled the natural chearfulnefs of my temper, and
even in youth wore away my youthful vivacity.

M ERCU R'Y

If this way of life did not give you pleafure, why did you

continue in it? I fuppofe you did not think it was very me-

ritorious.
MRES. M ODTIS H

I was too much engaged to think at all: fo far indeed my
manner of life was agreeable enough, My friends always told
me
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me diverfions were neceflary, and my do@or affured me dif-
fipation was good for my fpirits; my hufband infifted that it
was not, and you know that one loves to oblige one’s friends,
comply with one’s do®or, and contradi® one’s hufband ;
and befides I was ambitious to be thought d don 2on *.

M ERCTURY.

Bon ton] what is that, Madam? Pray define it,

MRS M © D 1§ H

Oh 8ir, excufe me, it is one of the privileges of the dox
tom, never to define, or be defined. It is the child and the
parent of jargon. It is—I can never tell you what it is: but
I will try to tell you what it is not. " In converfation, it is ot
wit ; in manners, it is not politenefs; in behaviour, it is not
addrefs ; but it isa little like them all. It can only belong
to people of a certain rank, who live in a certain manner, with
certain perfons, who have not certain virtues, and who have
certain vices, and who inhabit a certain part of the town.
Like a place by courtefy, it gets an higher rank than the per-
fon can claim, but which thofe who have a legal title to pre-
cedency dare not difpute, for fear of being thought not to un-
derftand the rules of politenefs. Now, Sir, I have told you
as much as I know of it, theugh I have admired and aimed at
it all my life.

MECR € REY.

Then, Madam, you have wafted your time, faded your
beauty, and deftroyed your health, for the laudable purpofes of
contradi®ing your hufband, and being this fomething and this
nothing called the bon zon.

MRS, M OD IS H.
What would you have had me do?
¥ Dy bon fon'is 2 cant "phrafe in the modeérn’ Frénch language for the fafhionable dirof

converfation and maniers,
MERCURY.

511
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M E R C U R,
will. follow your mode of inflruéting. - I will tell you
what I would not have had you do. T would not have had you
facrifice your time, your reafon, and your duties, to fathion
and folly. I would not have ]m] you negle& your hufband’s
lnppmqt,, and your children’s education.
MRS. M ODIS H
As to t’" ducation of my daughters, I fpared no expence;
they had a dancing-mafter, mufic- I.I..lﬂ{‘ , and drawing- mdﬂcr,
and a [*rgm.n gm«cmci., to teach them behaviour and the F rench

language.
MERCTURTY

So their religion, fentiments, and manners, were to be learnt
from a dancing-mafter, mufic-mafter, and a chamber maid !
Perhaps they might prepare them to catch the Jon ton.  Your
{LHIO’]I[(J': muft have been fo educated as to fit them to be
wives without conjugal affe@ion, and mothers without mater-
nal care. T am for ry for the fort of life they are commencing,
and for that which you have juft concluded. Minos is a ﬁm;
old gcmlun.m, without the leaft {mattering of the dox ron, and
I am in a fright for you. The bu’c lhmJ I can advife you is,
to do in this wolld as you did in the mhcr 3 keep happinefs in
your view, but never take the road that leads to it. Remain
on this fide Styx; wander about without end or aim; look
into the Elyfian ﬁcl"fs, but never attempt to enter into them,
left Minos fhould pulh you into Tartarus: for dhtlES negleéted
may bring on a fentence not much lefs fevere than crimes com-
mitted.

BRSO

DIALOGILUE XXVIIL
PrutarcH.—-CHaron.—And a modern BooksELLER.

C HARON
ERE is a fellow who is very 1111wi]iing to land in our ter-
ritories. . He fays he is rich, has a great deal of bufinefs
in the other world, and muft needs return to it: he is fo trou-
blefome
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blefome and obfireperous I' know not what to do with him.
Take him under your care therefore, good Plutarch ; you will
eafily awe him into order and decency by the fuperiority an au-
thor has over a 'bookfeller.

BOOKSELLER.

Am I got into a world fo abfolutely the reverfe of that 1
left, that here authors domineer over book/fellers? Dear Charon,
let me go back, and I'will pay any price for my paffage. But,
if I muft flay, leave me not with any of thofe who are fliled
claffical authors. As to you, Plutarch, I have a particular ani-
mofity againft you, for having almoft occafioned my ruin.
When I firft fet up thop, underftanding but little of bufinefs,
I unadvifedly bought an edition of your 4ves ; a pack of old
Greeks and Romans, which coft me a great fum of money.
I could never get off above twenty fets of them, I {old a few
to the Univerfities, and fome to Eaton and Weftminfter; for
it is reckoned a pretty book for boys and under-graduates ; but,
unlefs a man has the luck to light on a pedant, he fhall pot
{ell a fet of them in twenty years.

P L Wi A R -CUH.

From the merit of the fubjeds, I had hoped another recep-
tion for my works. I will own indeed, that I am not always
perfeétly accurate in every circumfitance, nor do I'give fo exact
and circumftantial a detail of the aftions of my heroes, as may
be expe&ed from a biographer who has confined himfelf to one
or two charafters. A zeal to preferve the memory of great
men, and to extend the influence of fuch noble examples,
made me undertake more than I could accomplifh in the firft
degree of perfe@tion: but furely the charadters of my ill tri

i

ous men are not fo imperfedly fketched, that they
ftand forth to all ages as patterns of virtue, and incit
glory. My refle&tions are allowed to be deep and fagacious ;

and’ what can be more ufeful to a reader than a wife man’s

Uuu judgement
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judgement on a great man’s condu& ? In my writings you will
find ne rafh cenfures, no undeferved encomiums, no mean
compliance with popular opinions, no vain oftentation of cri-
tical {kill, nor any affeéted fineffe.  In my parallels, which ufed
to be admired as pieces of excellent judgement, T compare with
perfe impartiality one great man with another, and each with
the rule of juftice. If indeed latter ages have produced
greater men and better writers, my heroes and my works ought
to give place to them. As the world has now the advantage
of miuch better rules of morality than the unaflifted reafon of
poor Pagans could form, I do not wonder, that thofe vices,
which appeared to us as mere blemifhes in great charadlers,
thould feem moft horrid deformities in the purer eyes of the
prefent age : a delicacy I do not blame, but-admire and com-
mend. And I muft cenfure you for cndu:u'-:mring, if you
could publith better examples, to obtrude on your countrymen
fuch as were defe@ive, 1 rejoice at the preference which they
give to perfeé and unallayed virtue; and as I fhall ever retain
an high yeneration for the illuftrious men of every age, I fhould
be glad you would give me fome account of thofe perfons, who,
in wifdom, juftice, valour, patriotifm, have eclipfed my Solon,
Numa, Camillus, and other boafts of Greece o: Rome,
BOOKSELLER,

Why, mafler Plutareh, you are talking Greek indeed.  That
work which repaired the lofs I fuftained by the coftly edition of
your books, was, Zhe Lives of the Highwaymen : but I fhould
never have grown rich, if it had net been by publifhing #be
lives of men that never hved. =~ You muft know, that though
in all times it was poffible to have a great deal of learning and
very little wifdom, yet it is only by a modern improvement in
the art of writing, that a man may read all his life and: have no
learning or knowledge at all, which begins to be an advantage
of the greateft importance.  There is as natural a war between
your men of fcience and fools, as between the cranes and the

2 prgmies
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pigmies of old. 'Moft of our young men having deferted
to the fools, the party of the Jearned is near being beaten
out of the field; and I hope in a little while they will not
dare to peep out of their forts and faftneffes at Oxford and
Cambridge.  There let them flay and ftudy old mufty me-
ralifts, till one falls in love with the Greek, another with the
Roman virtue : but our men of the world fhould read our new
books, which teach them to have no virtue at all. No book
is fit for a gentleman’s reading, which is not void of facts and
of do@rines, that he may not grow a pedant in his morals or
converfation. I look upon hiftory (I mean real hiftory) to be
one of the worlt kinds of ﬂud\* Whatever has happened
may 11.11);}{.{1 ds_j_am ; and a well- bred man ms: 1V uUnw: 111!_\; men-
tion a pamllcl inftance he had met with in hiftor y, and be be-
trayed into the aukwardnefs of introducing into "his difcourfe a
Greek, a Roman, or even a Gothic name. But when a gen-
tleman has fpent his time in reading adventures that never oc-
curred, exploits that never were atchieved, and events that not
only never did, but never can, happen, it is impoflible that in
life or in difcourfe he thould ever apply them. A4 fecret biflory,
in which there is 70 .fuef and z0 biffory, cannot tempt indii-
cretion to blab, or vanity to quote; and by this means modern
converfation flows gcntlc and eafy, unincumbered with matter,
and unburthened of inftru&ion.  As the prefent ftudies throw
no weight or gravity into difcourfe and manners; the women
are not a.lmld to read our books, which net only difpofe to gal-
lantry and coquetry, but give rules for them. Cvfm 8 Lan*
mentaries, and the account of Xenophon’s expedition; are not
more {tudied by military cnmm'mdus, than our novels are by
tht. fair: toa different pmpmt: indeed ; for their military: max-
m& teach to conquer, our’s to yield ; r[mﬁ, inflame the vain and
idle Jove of glory, thefe inculcate a noble conte: mpt of reputa=
tion.. . The women have greater obligations to our writers, than
the men.. By the commerce of the world, men might learn
much of what they get from books; but the poor women, who
Uuu 2 an

Ln

tn




516

DIALOGUES OF T'HE DEAD.

in their early youth are confined and reftrained, if it were not
for the friendly affiftance of books, would remain long in an
infipid purity of mind, with a difcouraging referve of beha-
Yiours
L YA R g H

As to your men who have quitted the ftudy of virtue for the
ftudy of vice, ufeful truth for abfurd fancy, and real hiftory
for monftrous fiction, I have neither regard nor compafiion for
them : but I am concerned for the women who are betrayed in-
to thele dangerous ftudies ; and I wifh for their fakes I had ex-
patiated more on the charaer of Lucretia and fome other

heroines.
BOOKSELLER.

I tell you, our women do not read in order to live ot to die
like Lucretia. If you would inform us, that a 2iller-dows Was
found in her cabinet after her death, or give an hint as if Tar-
quin really faw her in the arms of a flave, and that fhe killed
herfelf, not to {uffer the fhame of a difcovery, fuch anecdotes
would fell very well. Or if even by tradition, but better ftill,
if by papers in the Portian family, you could fhew fome pro-
bability that Portia died of dram-drinking ; you would oblige
the world very much; for you muft know, that next to new-
invented charaters, we are fond of new lights upon ancient
charadters; I mean fuch lights as fhew a reputed honeft man
to have been a concealed knave; an illuftrious hero a pitiful
coward, &c. Nay, we are fo fond of thefe kinds of informa-
tion, as to be pleafed fometimes to fee a chara@er cleared from
a vice or crime it has been charged with, provided the perfon
concerned be aually dead.  But in this cafe the evidence muft
be authentic, and amount to a dem firation; in the other a
deteftion is not neceflary ;. a flight fufpicion will do, if it con-
cerns a really good and great charaGer.

PLUTARYH

I am the more furprifed at what you fay of the tafte of your

contemporaries, as I met with a Frenchman who aflured me that
4 - lefs

DI
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lefs than a century ago he had written a much admired life of
Cyrus under the name of Artamenes, in which he afcribed to
him far greater actions than thofe recorded of him by Xenophon
and Herodotus 3 and that many of the great heroes of hiftory
had been treated in the fame manner; that empires were
pained and battles decided by the valour of a fingle man, ima-
gination beftowing what nature has denied, and the fyftem of
human affairs rendered impoflible.
BOOKSELLER.

I affure you thefe books were very ufeful to the authors
and their bookfellers: and for whofe benefit befides fhould a
man write? Thefe romances were very fafhionable, and had
a great fales they fell in luckily with the humour of the

age.
P L AT A Keoe He

Monficur Scuderi tells me they were written in the times
of vigour and fpirit, in the evening of the gallant days of chi-
valry, which, though then declining, had left in the hearts
of men a warm glow of courage and heroifm ; and they were
to be called to books, as to battle, by the found of the trum=
pet : he fays too, that, if writers had not accommodated them-
felves to the prejudices of the age, and written of bloody bat-
tles and defperate encounters, their works would have ‘been
efteemed too effeminate an amufement for gentlemen. Hifto-
ries of chivalry, inftead of enervating, tend to invigorate the
mind, and endeavour to raife human nature above the con-
dition which is naturally preferibed to 1t; but as ftri& juftice,
patriot motives, prudent counfels, and a difpaffionate choice of
what upon the whole is fitteft and beft, do not direct thefe
heroes of romance, they cannot ferve for inftru&ion and ex-
ample, like the great characters of true hiftory. 1t has ever
been my opinion, that only the clear and fteady light of truth
can guide men to virtue, and that the leffon which is dmpraci-
icable muft be wnufeful, Whoever (hall defign to regulate his

conduct
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conduct by thefe vifionary charaers will be in the. condition
of fuperflitious people, who chufé rather to ad by intimations
they reccive in the dreams of the night, than by the fober coun-
fels of ‘momning meditation. Yet T confes it-has been the
practice of many nations to incite men to wirzue by relating the
deeds of fabulus heroes; but furely it is the cuftom only of
your's to incite them to wice by the hiftory of fabuious feoun-
arels. Men of fine imagination have foared into the regions
of fancy to bring back Aftrea: you go thither in fearch of
Pandora ; oh difgrace to letters! o fhame to the Mufes |

BOOKSELLER.

You exprels great indignation at our prefent race of writers;
but believe me the fault lies chiefly on the fide of the rea-
ders. _As Monfieur Scuderi oblerved to you, authors muft com=
ply with the manners and difpofition of thofe wha are to
read them. There muft be a certain fympathy  between  the
book and the reader, to create a good liking, . Would you pre-
fent a modern fine gentleman, who is negligently lolling in an
caly chair, with the /sbours of Hercules for his recreation ? or
make him climb the Alps with Hannibal, when he is expiring
with the fatigue of laft night’s ball? Our readers muft be
amufed, flattered, foothed; fuch adventures muft be offered
to them as they would like to have a fhare in.

PALIU PR TRGR Vel 3,

It fhould be the firft obje@ of writers, to corret the vices
and follies of the age. I will allow as much compliance with
the mode of the times as will make truth and good morals
agrecable.  Your love of fi&itious chara@ers might be turned
to good purpofe, if thofe prefented ' to the: public were to be
formed on the rules of religion and morality. It muft be con-
fefled, that hiftory, being employed only about illuftrious per-
fons,  public events, and celebrated actions, does not fupply
us with fuch inftances of domeftic ‘merit a5 one could wifh :

our
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ur heroés are great in the field and the fenate, and a&. well
in great fcenes on the theatre of the world : but the idea of a
man, v'hn in the filent retired path of life never deviates into
vice, who confiders no fpe&ator but the omngfcient Being and
follicits no applaufe but Ass approbation; is the nobleft model
that can be exhibited to mankind, and would be of the moft
general ufe. Examples of domeftic virtue would be more
lnrrcu‘.:ulv ufeful to women than thofe of great heroines.
The virtues of women are blafted by the breath of public
fame, as fowers that grow on an eminence are faded by the
fun and wind, which expand them. But true female praife,
like the mufic of the fpheres, arifes from a gentle, a conftant,
and an equal progrefs in the path marked out for them by
their great Creator ; and; like the hcavcnly harmony, it is not
'u‘laplLd to the grofs car of mortals, but is referved for the,
delight: of higher beings, by whofe wife laws they were or-
dained to givea filent light, and fhed a mild benignant in-
fluence on the world.

L @OKSELLER

We have had fome Englith and French writers who aimed
at what you fuggeft. In the {uppofed charatter of Clariffa,
(faid a clergyman to. me a few days before I left the world)
one finds the dignity of heroifm tcmpcrtd by the meeknefs and
humility of rehElnn, a perfe& purity of mind and fanétity of
manners : in that of Sir Charles Grandifon, a noble pattern
of every private virtue, with fentiments fo cxﬂ]tcd as to render
him equal to every public duty.

P, LW/ T & R CIH
Are both thefe chara&ers by the fame author ?
BOOKSELLER.

Ay, mafter Plutarch ; and what will furprize you more;.

this author has printed 101 me:

P L
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P L UT AR C H
By what you fay, it is ‘pity he fhould prinz any work ‘but
pis owm - Are there no other authors who wiite in . this

manner ?
BOOKSELLE R,

Yes, we have another writer of thefe imaginary hiftories 3
one who has not long fince defcended to thefe regions: his
name is Fielding; and his works, as I have heard the beft judges
fay, have a true fpirit of comedy, and an exa& reprefentation
of nature, with fine moral touches. He has not indeed given
leffons of pure and confummate virtue, but he has expoled
vice and meannefs with all the powers of ridicule; and we
have fome other good wits who have exerted their talents to
the purpofes you approve. Monfieur de Marivaux, and fome
other: French writers, have alfo proceeded much upon the fame
plan, with ‘a fpirit and elegance which give their works no
mean rank among the belles Jettres,, Twill own that, when
there is wit and entertainment enough in a book to make it
fell, it is not the worfe for good morals,

CH A RO

I think, Plutarch, you have made this gentleman a little
more humble, and now I will carry him the reft of his journey.
But he is too frivolous an animal to prefent to wife Minos.
I with Mercury were heres he would damn him for his dul-
nefs. 1 havea good mind to carry him to the Dana'des, and
leave him to pour water into their veflels, which, like his late
readers, are deflined to cternal emptinefs, Or fhall T chain
him to the rock, fide to fide by Prometheus, not for having
attempted to fleal celeftial fire, in ordér to animate human
forms, but for having endeavoured to extinguifh that which
Jupiter had imparted ? or fhall we conftitute him frifeur to
Tifiphone, and make him curl up ber locks with his fatires

and libels?
PLU,
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PLUTARCH

Minos does not efteem any thing frivolous that affe@s the
morals of maokind; he punifhes authors as guilty of every
fault they have countenanced, and every crime they have en-
couraged ; and denounces heavy vengeance for the injuries which
virtue or the virtuous have fuffered in confequence of theic
writings.

The Four following Di1avtooUEs, the Author of

53853 80
DIALOGUE. XXIX.

Pusrios CorNELIUS Scirio AFRICANTU 8.

Catus JUI,IUs CEsAR.

< e o B ey Sl

L AS, Cefar! how unhappily did you end a life made il-
luftrious by the greateft exploits in war, and moflt various

civil talents!

C £ S AR

Can Scipio wonder at the ingratitude of Rome to her gene-
rals? did not he reproach her with it in the epitaph he ordered
to be inferibed upon his tomb at Liternum, that mean village
in Campania, to which fhe had driven the conqueror of Han-
nibal and of Carthage? 1 alfo,after fubduing her moft dangerous
enemies, the Helvetians, the Gauls, and the Germans, after
raifing her name to the higheft pitch of glory, fhould have been
eprived of my province, reduced to live as a private man,
under the power of my enemics and the enviers of my great-
nefs ; nay, brought to a trial, and condemned by the judge-

Xxx ment
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ment of a fa&tion, if T had not led my viétorious troops to
Rome, and by their afliftance, after all my offers of peace bad
been iniquitoully rejedted, made myfelf mafter of a flate,
which knew fo ill how to recompenfe fuperior merit. Refent-
mept of this, together with the {ecret machinations of envy,
produced not long afterwards a confpiracy of fenators, and even
of fome whom I had moft obliged and loved, againft my lifc,
which they bafely took away by affaffination.

S C I P I O

You fay you led your victorious troops to Rome—How were
they your troops ? 1 thought the Roman armies had belonged
to the republic, not to their generals.

C & S AR,

They did fo in your time. But before I came to command
them, Marius and Sylla had taught them, that they belonged
to their generals. And I taught the {fenate, that a veteran
army, affeGionately attached to its leader, could give him all
the treafures and honours of the ftate without afking their leave.

R ol 19 R o P

Juft gods! Did I then deliver my country from the invading
Carthaginian, did I exalt it by vi@ories above all other nations,
that it might become a richer prey to its own rebel foldiers, and
their ambitious commanders ?

C E § A K

How could it be otherwife ? was it poffible that the con-
querors of Europe, Afia, and Africk, could tamely fubmit to
defcend from their triumphal chariots, and  become {ubje& to
the authority of pretorsand confuls, elected by a populace cor-
rupted by bribes, or enflaved to a confederacy of fa&ious nobles,
who, without regard to merit, confidered all the offices and
dignities of the fate as hereditary pofieflions belonging to their
families ?

S CIPIO0.
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& €7 W ol

If 1 thought it no difhonour, after triumphing over Han-
nibal, to lay down my faftes, and obey, as all my anceftors
had done before me, the magiftrates of the républic; fuch a
condu@ would not have difhonoured either Marius, or Sylla,
or Czfar. - But you all difhonoured yourlelves, when, inftead
of virtuous Romans, fuperior to your fellow-citizens in merit
and glory, but equal to them in a due fubjection to the laws,
you became the enemies, the invaders, and the tyrants of your

C{)Uﬁtl'y.
C £ § A R

Was I the ezemy of my country, in giving it a ruler fit to
fupport all the majefty and weight of its empire? did I invade
it, when I marched to deliver the people from the ufurped do-
minion and infolence# of a lew fenators? was 1 a ryrans,
becaufe T would not crouch under Pompey, and let him be
thought my fuperior, when I felt he was not my equal 2

scCIPIO.

Pompey had given you a noble example of moderation, in
twice difmifling the armies, at the head of which he had per-
formed fuch illuftrious aétions, and returning, a private citizen,
into the bofom of his country.

C £5 AR

His moderation was a cheat. He believed that the autho-
rity his viGtories had gained him would make him effeGtually
mafter of the commonwealth, without the help of thole armies.
But finding it difficult to fubdue the united oppofition of Crafius
and me, he leagued himfelf with us; and, in confequence of
that league, we three governed the empire. But, after the
death of Craffus, my glorious atchievenients in fubduing the
Gauls raifed fuch a jealoufy in him, that he could no longer
endure me as a partner in his power, nor could I fubmit to de-

grade myfelf into his fubje&.
XEX 2 s I P10
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SOCITEPE 1H0;

Am T then  to: underftand, that the civil war you engaged
in was really a mere conteft, whether you or Pompu, fhould
remain fole Yord of Rome?

¢ EUs AR,

Not {fo—for I offered, in my letters to the fenate, to lay
- down my arms, if ]’un.pw at the fame time would lay down
~m- his, and leave the republic in freedom. Nor did 1 refolve to
wili, draw the fword, till not only the fenate, overpowered by the
e fear of Pompey and his troops, had rem&ui thefe (Jﬂ[‘h, but

two tribunes of the people, for 1&2'1‘11]_}' and juftly interpofing
their .mthﬂntv in my behalf, had been forced to fly from Rome,
difguifed in the habit of {laves, and take refuge in my camp,
for the fafety of their perfons. My camp was thetefore the
afylum of perfecuted liberty ; and my army fought to avenge
the! violation of the rights and Ilhl_}r..ﬁ\ of the 11c0p](, as much
as to defend the dignity of their general unjuftly opprefied.

i Sl i g SR BT

You would therefore have me think, that you contended
for the equality and liberty of the Ronmnc, :Lframﬂ: the tyranny
of P(Jm}u and his lawlefs ac lherents. In IuLh a war I my-
felfy 1f I had lived in your times, would have willingly been
your lieutenant. Tell me then, on the iffue of this honour-
able enterprize, when you had fubdued all your foés, and had
no oppofition remaining to obftru& your intentions, did you
cltablith that liberty for which you fought? did you reftore
the republic to what it was in my time ?

C E 5 A R

I took the neceflary meafures to fecure to m}illf' the fruits
of my victories ; and gave a head to the uuplm, which could
nei ither {ubfift without one, nor find another fo well fuited to
the greatnefs of the body.

5 §.C I P10,
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SUOCLITF 130,

There the true charaer of Cafar was feen unmafked.—You
had managed fo fkilfully in the meafures which preceded the
civil war, your offers were {o fpecious, and there appeared o
much violence in the condu& of your enemies, that, if you
had fallen in that war, poflerity might have doubted, whether
you were not a viétim to the interefts of your country. But
your fuccefs, and the defpotifm you afterwards exercifed, took
off thofe difguifes, and fhewed clearly, that the aim of all
your adions was tyranny.

C B'S AR

Let us not deceive ourfelves with /founds and names.—That
great minds fhould afpire to fovereign power, is a fixed law of
nature. It is an injury to mankind, if the higheft abilities
are'not placed in' the higheft {tations: Had you, Scipio, been
kept down by the republican jealoufy of Cato the cenfor,
Hannibal would! have never been recalled out of Italy, nor
defeated in Africk. And if I had not been treacheroufly mur-
dered by the daggers of Brutus and Caflius, my:fword would

have avenged the defeat of Craflus, and added the empire of

Parthia to that of Rome. Nor was my government tyran-
nical. It was mild, humane, and bounteous. The world
would have been happy under 1t, and wifthed its continuance:
but my death broke the pillars of the public tranquillity, and
brought upon the whole empire a direful fcene of calamit
confufion.

v and
o
§.C I-P1 0O

You fay that great minds will naturally nﬁf:r;' to fovereign
yower. But, if they are gof.:f, as well as grear, they will re~
oulate their ambition by the laws of their country. The laws
of Rome permitted ‘me to afpire to the conduét of the war

. 2 ' 1
againit Carthage ; but“they ‘did not' permit you to turn her
arms againit herfelf; and fubjeét her to your w ill,  The breach

ot
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of one law of liberty is a greater evil to a nation than the lof
of 'a provincey and, in my opinion, the conqueft of the whole
world would not be enough to compenfate for the total lofs of
their freedom.
C £ S A R

You talk finely, Africanus—but alk yourfelf, whether the
height and dignity of your mind, that noble pride which ac-
companies the magnanimity of a hero, could always ftoop  to
a nice conformity with the laws of your country? is there a
law of liberty more effential, more facred, than that which ob-
liges every member of a free commupity to fubmit himfelf to
a triil, upon a legal charge brought againft him for a public
mifdemeanour? in what manner did you anfwer a regular ac-
cufation from a tribune of the people, who charged you with
embezzling the money of the ftate? You told your judges,
that oz that day you bad vanguifhed Hannibal and Carthage,
and bade them follow you to the temples to give thanks to the
gods.  Nor could you ever be brought to ftand a legal trial,
or juftify thofe accounts, which you had torn in the fenate,
when they were queftioned there by two magiftrates in’ the
name of the Roman people. Was this adting like the fubject
of a free ftate? Had your victory procured you an exemption
from juftice? had it given into your hands the money of the
republic without account? If it had, you were king of Rome.
Pharfalia, Thapfus, and Munda, could do no more for me,

SCI1PIO.

I did not quecftion the right of bringive me to a trial, but

I difdained to plead in vindication of a chara&er fo unfpotted

as mine. My whole life had been an anfwer to that infamous

chargu.

ClETS AR

ft'may be fo: and, for my part, I'admire the magndnifiity

of your behaviour, ' But I thould condemn it as repugnant and

deftru@ive
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deltrudtive to liberty, if I did not pay mere 1efped. fo the dig-
nity of a great rremm] than to the forms of a democracy, or
the rights of a tnbun-..

]

7

SCEP e,

You are endeavouring to confound my caufe with your '8 3
but they are exceedingly different. You apprehended a ﬁ'.lll’CHCC-n tanius i
of condemnation anm[’c you for fome part of your condu&, -
and, to prcw:nt it, made an impious war on your country, and
reduced her to fervitude. I trufled the 1uﬂ:E1c‘1tmn of my af-
fronted innocence to the opinion of my judges, {corning to
Plead for myfelf againft a charge 1111fuppmt=d by any mhc

roof than bare hlﬁncmns and furmifes. But I made no re-
fiftance = 1 kindled no civil war: I left Rome undifturbed in
the enjoyment of her 1be;ty Had the malice of my accufers
been cx’erio violent, had it threatened my deftrucion, I {hould
have chofen much rather to turn my fword againft my own
bofom, than againft that of my country.
C £ § A R

You beg the queftion in fuppofing that I really hurt m:
country b\' giving her a mafter, When Cato advifed thes
fenate to make Ponnpev fole econful, he did it upon this prin-c.s
ciple, zhat any kind of government s preferable to anarchy.
The truth of this, I prefume, no man of fenfe will conteft;;
and the anarchy, which that zealous defender of liberty fo
much apprehmd(d, would have continued in Rome, if that
power, which the urgent neceffity of the ftate conferred upon:
me, had not removed it.

5 C 1P Lo

Pompey and you had brought that anarchy on the ftate, in
order to lerve your own ends. It was owing to.the corruption,.
the fa&ions, and the violenee, which you bk ehcani aged, from
an opinion that the fenate would be forced to fubmit to an.ab-
folute power in your hands, as a remedy againit thofe intole-

7 T4 ub]
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rable evils. But Cato judged well in thinking it eligible fo
make Pompey fole conful r: ather than’yon cff..?m'ﬂ becaufe ex-
perience had (hewn, that Pompey Limc’ind the fnrms of the
Roman conftitution, and, though he luunht by bad means as
well as good, to obtain the Eughcﬁ magiftracies, and the moft
honourable commands, yet he laid them down again, and con-
tented himfelf with remaining fuperior in credit to any other
citizen.
¢ E S AR

If all the difference between my ambition and Pompey’s wus

only, as you 1ep1clcnt it, in a greater or lefs 1'Lf"p{;c':'t for ¢

forms of the conflitution, 1 think it was hardly becoming Iut]

a patriot as Cato to take part in our quarrel, “much lefs to kill
himfelf rather than yield to my power.
a1 BT o
It is eafier to revive the [pirit of liberty in a government
where the forms of it remain unchanged, than where they
have been totally difregarded and abolithed. But I readily own,
that the balance of the Roman conftitution had been deftroy-
ed by the exceflive and illegal authority, which the mmp}c were
induced to confer upon fmnpm' before any extraordinary ho-
nours or commands had been demanded by you. And thats,
I think, your beft excufe.
Gl 5. bR
Yes {urelyv.—The favourers of the Mantiian law had an ill
grace in defiring to limit the commiffions I obtained from the
1‘*C0-':1L~ according to the rigour of certain obfolete republican
laws, no more l‘LLT’iI'dv:.d in my time than the Sybilline oracles,
or the pious m{ntutl.ons of Numa.

BCHL L 0.

It was the misfortune of your time that they were not re-
garded, A virtuous man would not take from a deluded peo-

b

ple {uch favours as they ought not to beftow. Ihavea right to

{ay
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fay this, becaufe I chid the Roman people, when, over-heated
by gratitude for the fervices I had done them, they defired .tolii
make me perpetual confiud and dictator. Hear this, and blufh.—5ca 6.
What I refufed to accept; you fnatched by force.

“

C'®E 8 AR

Tiberius Gracchus reproached you with the inconfiftency of
your condut, when, after refufing thefe offers, you fo little
refpe@ed the Tribunitian authority.  But thus it muft happen.
We are naturally fond of the idea of liberty, till we come to
fuffer by it, or find it an impediment to fome predominant
paflion; and then we wifh to controul ity as you did moft
defpotically, by refufing to fubmit to the juflice of the ftate.

s, ¢ L.p 1 0.

I have anfwered before to that charge. Tiberius Gracchus
himfelf,  though my perfonal enemy, thought it became him to
{top the proceedings againft me; not for my fake, but for the
honour of my country, whofe dignity fuffered with mine.
Neverthelels I acknowledge, my conduét in that bufinels was
not abfolutely blamelefs. The generous pride of virtue was
too flrong in my mind. It made me forget I was creating a
dangerous precedent, in declining to plead to alegal aceufation,
brought againft me by a magiftrate invefted with the majefty
of the whole Roman people. It made me unjuftly accufe my
country of ingratitude, when fhe had fhewn herfelf grateful
even 52}'01111 the true bounds of policy and juftice, by not in-
fliding upon me any penalty for fo irregular a proceeding,
But, at the fame time, what a proof did 1 gwe of moderation,
and refpedt for her liberty, when my utmoit refentment could
impel me to nothing more violent than a voluntary retreat, and
quiet banithment of myfelf from the city of Rome! Scipio
Africanus offended, and living a private man, 1n a country-
houfe at Liternum, was an example of more ufe to fecure the

Yoyoy equality
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equality of the Roman commonwealth, than all the power of

its tribunes.
C E 5 & R

I had rather have been thrown down the Tarpeian rock, than
have retired, as you did, to the obfcurity of a village, after a&-
ing the firft part on the greateft theatre of the world.

8 Gl 1i G

An ufurper exalted on the higheft throne of the univerfe is
not fo glorious as I was in that obfcure retirement. 1 hear in-
deed; that you, Cafar, have been deificd by the flattery of fome
of your fucceflors.  But the impartial judgement of hiftory has
confecrated my name, and ranks me in the fuit clafs of heroes
and patriots: whereas the higheft praife her records, even under
the dominion ufurped by your family, have given to you, is,
that your courage and talents were equal to the objeét your
ambition afpired to, the empire of the world; and that you
exercifed a fovereignty unjuitly acquired with a magnanimous
clemency, But it would have been better for your country,
and better for mankind, if you had never exifted.

f

BOBERLOD
BiAEREOGH E: XXX

P 1. & 70— ol e Bt £ S

DITOGENES

DLAT O, fland off.—A true philofopher, as I was, is ne
company for a courtier of the tyrant of Syracufe. I would
avoid you, as one infected with the moft noifome of plagues, the

olague of flavery.
PG ’ PLAT O
He, who can miftake a brutal pride and favage indecency of

manners for freedom, may naturally think that the being in a

3 court
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court (!‘mvu'r:r virtuous one’s condu@, however free one's lan-
guage there) is flavery. But I was tauqht by my great mafter,
the incomparable ‘mcmtes, that the bufinefs of true philofophy
is to confult and promote the happinefs of fociety. She muft
not therefore be confined to a zud or a cell. Her ipheu, is in
{enates, or the cabinets of kings.  'While your fect 1s employed
in fnarling at the great, or buffooning with the vulgar, fhe is
counfeling thofe who govern natious, i[l[-f.ii-ll‘!g into their minds
humanity, juftice, temperance, and the love of true :rlnr};, refift-
ing their paflions, when they tranfport them beyond the bounds
ot virtue, and fortifying their reafon by the antidotes (he admi-
nifters againft the pmicm of flattery.
D I0GENES

You mean to have me underftand, that you went to the court
of the Younger Dionyfius, to give him antidotes againft the
poifon of Hdl’f{‘l} But I fay he fent for you only to fweeten
the cup, by mixing it more agreeably, and rendering the flavour
more delicate. Tin vanity was too nice for the nauleous com-
mon draught; but your im{umng gave it a relith; which made
it go down moft delightfully, and intoxicated him more than
ever. Oh! there is no flatterer half fo dangerous to a prince
as a fawning philofopher!

P L A T-O.

If you call it fawning, that I did not treat him with {fuch un-
111.,11:".;1‘1\' rudenefs as you did Alexander'the Great, when he vi-
fited you at Athens, I have nothing to fay. But, in truth, I
made my company agreeable to him, not.for any mean ends
which |Lg.udcfi only myfelf, but that I might be ufeful both to
him and to his |_1(:Dpli.. | endeavoured to give a right turn to
his vanity; and know, Diogencs, that whoever will imt‘ man-
kind, but more efpecially princes, muit Lompowsll with theit
W C-ILHCHLC and take as much pains to gain them over to virtue,
by an Immﬁ and prudent {.on':phlfiuue, as others do to feduce
them from it, by a criminal adulation.

Zrya D IO
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A little of my fagacity. would have fhewn you, that, if this
was your purpof¢, your labour was loft in that court, Why did
yownot go and preach chaftity to Lais ? A philofopher in a bro-
thel, réading leures on the beauty of continence and decency,
is not a more ridiculous animal, than a philofopher in the cabi-
net, or at the table of a tyrant, defcanting on liberty and public
fpirit! ~ What effe@& had the leflons of your famous difciple
Ariftotle upon Alexander the Great, a prince far more capable
of receiving inftru&ion than the Younger Dionyfius f did they
hinder him from killing his beft friend, Clitus, for {peaking to
him with freedom ; or from fancying himfelf a god, becauie he
was adored by the wretched {laves he had vanquifhed? When
I defired him not to fland between me and -the fun, 1 humbled
his pride more, and confequently did him more good, than
Ariftotle had done by all his formal precepts.
' P.L AT O
" Yét ke owed to thofe precepts, that, notwithftanding his ex-
cefies, he appeared not unworthy of the empire of the world.
114d the tutor of his youth gone with him into Afia, and con-
tinued always at his ear, the authority of that wife and virtuous
man might have been able to ftop him, even in the riot of con-
queft, from giving way to thofe paffions which difhonoured his
charater,

Dii'o'G E N B S

If he had gone into Afia, and had not flattered the king as
oblequioufly as Hzpheftion, he would, like Callifthenes, whom
he fent thither as his deputy, have been ‘put to death for high
treafon. The man who will not flatter, muft live independent,
as I did, and prefer a tub to a palace.

P LA T O
Do you pretend, Diogenes, that, becaufe you were never in

a court, vou never Hattered ? How did you gain the affe@ion of
the
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the people of Athens, but by foothing their ruling paffien, the
defire of hearing their fuperiors abufed ? "Your cynic railing was
to them the moft acceptable flattery. “This Jeu well uader-
ftood, and made your court to the vuigar, alwayyenvious and

malignant, by trying to lower all dignity and confound allorder :
vou madé your coutt, I fay, as fervilely, and Wwitloas much of-

Tence to virtue, as the Lafelt Hatterer ever did to thenso
rupted prince. But true 1?]|11.;."r_3pl'-._'\-' will difdain
of thefe parts. Neither in the affemblies of t
the cabinets of kings, will fhe obtain favour 1
bad difpofitions. If her endeavours to do good prove unite-
cefsful, the will retire with honour, as an honeft phyficiar '
parts from the houle of a patient, whofe diftemper he
curable, or who refufes to take the remedies he prefcribes: - Bat
if (he fucceeds; if, like the mufic of Orpheus; her fiveet petfua-
fions can mitigate the ferocity of the multitude, and tame their
minds to a due obedience of laws and reverence of magiftrates ;
or if {he can form a Timoleon, or a Numa Pompilius, to the go-
vernment of a fiate, how meritorious is the work! One king,
nav one: minifter, or counfellor of flate, imbued with her pre-

16 l‘izujﬂ-;? fieriin
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cents. is of more value than all the {peculative retired philefo-
7 i ? I

phers, or cynical revilers of princes and magiftrates, that cver
lived upon carth.
DI o G ENTS
Don’t tell me of the mufic of Qrpheus, and of " his
2

wild beafts. A wild bealt brou
of a mafler, is a much v
{tate of ferocity.  You feem

1wt to groch And: fior g

animal than he was in his natur:
to thinkj that the bufinels of phi-
lofophy is 2o polifb men into flavess but fay, it is to teach them
to affert, with an untamed and generous {pi end-
ence and freedom.. You profels to inftru& thofe who want to
rids their fellow creatures, how to do it with an ealy and gentle
reiny but I would have thém thrown off, and trampled funder
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the feet of all their deluded or infulted equals, on whofe backs
they have mounted, Which of us two js the trueft friend to
mankind ?

PLATO.

According to your notions, all government is deftru@ive to
liberty 5 but I think that no liberty can fubfift without go-
vernment. A ftate of {ociety is the mazural flate of mankind.
They are impelled to it by their wants, their infirmities, their
affections.  The laws of fociety are rules of life and adion ne-
ceflary to fecure their happinefs in that ftate. Government is
the due enforcing of thofe laws. That government is the beft,
which does this moft effeually, and moft equally ; and that
people is the freeft, which is moft fubmiflively obedient to fuch
a government,

DIOGENES.

Shew me the government which makes no other ufe of it’s
power than duly to enforce the laws of fociety, and I will
own it is intitled to the moft abfolute fubmiffion from all jt’s
{ubjedts.

PLATO.

I cannot fhew you perfe&ion in human inftitutions, It is far
more eafy to blame them than it is to amend them : much may
be wrong in the beft : but a good man relpeéts the laws and the
magiftrates of his country.

DIOGENES,

As for the laws of my country, I did fo far refpe& them, as
not to philofophife to the prejudice of the firft and greateflt prin-
ciple of nature and of wildom, felf-prefervation, Though I
loved to prate about high matters as well as Socrates, I did not
chufe to drink hemlock after his example, But you might as
well have bid me /e an ugly woman, becaufe fhe was dreft
up in the gown of Lais, as refpect a fool or a knave, becaufe
he was attired in the robe of a magiftrate,

PLATDO,
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All T defired of you was, not to amule yourfelf and ‘the
populace by throwing dirt upon the robe of a magiltrate, mere-
ly becaufe he wore that robe, and you did not.

DIOGENES

A philofopher cannot better difplay his wifdom, than by
throwing contempt on that pageantry, which the ignorant
multitude gaze at with a fenfelefs veneration.

Pk (A TP B

He who tries to make the multitude wveweraie nothing, 1
more fenfelefs than they. Wile men have endeavoured to ex-
cite an awful reverence in the minds of the vulgar for- external
ceremonies and forms, in order to decure their obedience to
religion and government, of which thefe are the fymbols.” Can
a philofopber defire to defeat that good purpofe

DTG ENES.

Yes, if he fees it abufed to fupport the cvil purpofes of
fuperftition and tyranny.

P'LATO

May not the abufe be corre@ed without lofing the benefit 2
is there no difference between reformation and aefiruction ¢

DIOGEMNES.

Half-meafures do nothing. He who defires to reform muft
not be afraid 2 pu/l down,

F-L AT O

I know that you and your {e& are Jor pulling down every
thing that is’ above your own level. Pride and envy are the
motives that fet you all to work. - Nor can one wonder that
paflions, the influence of which is fo generaly fhould give you
many difciples and many admirers.

DIQ-
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D'I''0 G/E N E s
When you have eftablithed your republic, if you will ddn-f
mg into it, I promife you to be zkere a molt refpeciful fubjed
P.L A T O
1 am confcious, Diogenes, that sy republic was imaginary,
and could never be eftablithed. - But they fhew as little know-
iL'J ge of what is pmaimhie in politicks, as I did in that book,
who fuppofe that the liberty of any civil fociety can be main-
tained by the deftru@ion of orderand decency, or promoted by
the petulance of unbridled defamation.
D'I O G'E' N E. S
I never knew any government angry at defamation, when
it fell on thofe who dlﬂli\(,(.l or obftruéted its meafures. But I
well remember, that the thirty tyrants at Athens called oppo=

{ition to them the defiruétion L:f order and decency.
P B AFST D
Things are not altered by names.
D:1.0 G. E N EiS
No—Dbut names have a ftrange power . to impofe on weak
unctcnihndmga If, when you were in Egypt, you had laughed
at the worflup of an onion, the priefts w ould have called you
an atheift, and the people would have {toned you. ButlI
prefume; that, to have the honour of being initiated into the
myileries of that reverend hierarchy, you bowed as low to it
as any of their devout difciples. Unfortun dtClV my neck was
not fo pliant, and therefore I was never initiated into the
my {teries either of religion or government, but was feared- or
hated by all who LIIO'L:I’Tht it theu intereft to make them be
refpected.
BhL LA ST (0.

Your vanity found its account in that fear and that hatred.
Y

The high pricft of a deity, or the ruler of a flate, is much

lefs
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lefs diftinguifhed from the vulgar herd of mankind, than the
feoffer at all religion, and the defpifer of all dominion.—But
let us end our difpute. I feel my folly in continuing to argue
with one, who in reafoning does not feek to come at truth,
but merely to fhew his wit. Adieu, Diogenes; I am going
to converfe with the thades of Pythagoras, Solon, and Bias.—
You may jeft with Ariftophanes, or rail with Therfites.

DIALOGUE XXXL

ArisTiDES.—PHocioN.~-DEMOS THENES.

ARISTIDES
HO“W could it happen, that Athens, after having recovered
an equality with Sparta, fhould be forced to {fubmit to
the dominion of Macedon, when fhe had two fuch great men
as Phocion and Demofthenes at the head of her ftate?
P HOCI ON.

It happened becaufe our opinions of her interefts in foreign
affairs were totally different; which made us a& with a con-
ftant and pernicious oppofition, the one to the other.

ARISTIDES.

I with to hear from you both (if you will indulge my
curiofity) on what principles you could form fuch contrary
judgements concerning points of fuch moment to the fafety of
your country, which you equally loved,

DEMOSTHENES.

My principles were the fame with your's, Ariftides. I
laboured to maintain the independence of Athens againit the
incroaching ambition of Macedon, as you had maintdined it
againft that of Perfia, I faw that our own ftrength was un-

Z2% equal
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equal to the enterprife: but what we could not do alone; I
thought  might be done by a union of the principal flates of
Greece; fuch a union as had been formed by you and The-
miftocles, in oppofition to the Perfians. To effe& this, was
the great, the conftant aim of my policy ; and, though tra-
verfed in it by many whom the gold of Macedon had corrupted,
and by Phocion, whom alone, of all the enemies to my fyltem,
I muft acquit of corruption, I fo far fucceeded, that 1 brought
into the field of Charonea an army equal to Philip’s.  The
event was unfortunate ; but Ariftides will not judge of ‘the
merits of a ftatefman by the accidents of war.
PHOCION

Do not imagine, Ariftides, that T was lefs defirous than
Demofthenes to preferve the independence and liberty of my
country.  But, before I engaged the Athenians in a war zef
abjolutely neceflary, 1 thought it proper to confider what the
event of a battle would probably be. That which I feared,
came to ‘pafs: the Macedonians were victorious, and Athens
was ruined,

DEMOSTHENES.

Would Athens not have been ruined if no battle had been
fought ? Could you, Phocion, think it fafety, to have our
freedom depend on the moderation of Philip? and what had
we elfe to protect us, if no confederacy had been formed to
refift his ambition ?

PHOCGCION

Lfaw no wifdom in accelerating the downfall of My COuntry,
by a rafh adivity in_provoking the refentment of an enemys,
whofe arms; I foretold, would in the iffue prove {uperior, not
only to ours, but to thofe of any confederacy we were able to
form. My maxim was, that a flate, which  cannot -make it<
felf {tronger than any of its neighbours, fhould live in friend-
fhip with that power which is the ftrongeft. . But, the more

3 apparent




DUI AL O 6 UL E “XXXT,

apparent it tvas, that our firength was inferior to'that of 'Ma-
cedon, the more you laboured to induce us, by “all 'the" vehe-
mence of your oratory, to take fuch meafures as'tended to
render Philip our enemy; and exafperate him more againft us
than any other nation. This I thought a rafh conduét. It
was not by orations that the dangerous war you had “kindled
could finally be determined : nor did your triumphs over me in
an aflembly of the people intimidate any Macedoman in the

field of Chzronea, or ftop you yourfelf from flying out of that
ficld.

DEMOSTHENES

My flight from thence, I muft own, was ignominious to me;
but it affeéts not the queftion we are agitating now, whether
the counfels I gave to the people of  Athens, as a ftatefman and
a public minifter, were right or wrong. .. When firft I excited
them to make war againft Philip, the vi&ories gained by Cha-
brias, in which you, Phocion, had a fhare, particularly that of
Naxos, which completely reftored to us the empire of the fes,
had enabled us to maintain, not only our own liberty,. but that
of all Greece, in the defence of which we had formerly ac-
quired fo much glory, and which our anceftors thought fo im-
portant to the fafety and independence of Athens. Philip’s
power was but beginning, and fupported itfelf more by craft
than force. I faw, and I warned my countrymen, in due time,
how impolitic it would be to fufler his machinations to be car-
ried on with fuccefs, and his ftrength to increafe by continual
acquifitions, without refiftance, 1 expoled the weaknefs of that
narrow, that fhort-fighted policy, whicli'looked no further than
to our own immediate borders, and imagined, that whatfoever
lay out of thofe bounds was foreign to our interefts, and un-
worthy of our care. The force of my remonftrances rouzed
the Athenians to a more vigilant condu@. Then it was, that
the orators whom Philip had corrupted loudly inveighed againit
me, as alarming the people with imaginary dangers, and draw-
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ing them 1into' quarrels, in which they had Treally ‘no' concern.
This language, and the fair profeffions of Philip, who was per-
fe@ly tkilled in 2be ropal art of diffembling, were often fo pre-
valent, that many favourable opportunities of defeating his de-
figns were unhappily loft.  Yet fometimes, by the {pirit, with
which' I animated the Athenians and other neighbouring ' ftates,
I ftopt the progrefs of his arms, and oppofed to him fuch' ob-
ftacles, as coft him much time and much labour to remove.
You yourfelf, Phocion, at the head of fleets and armies fent
againft him by decrees which I had propofed, vanquithed his
troops in Eubcea, and faved from him Byfantium, with other
cities of our allies on the coafts of the Hellefpont, from which
you drove him with thame.
PHOCION

The proper ufe of thofe advantages was to fecure a peace to
Athens, which they inclined him to keep. -His ambition was
checked; but Lis forces were not fo much diminithed, as to
render it fafe to provoke him to further hoftilities.

DEMOSTHENES.

His courage and policy were indeed {o fuperior to our’s, that,
notwithftanding his defeats, he was foon in a condition to pur-
{ue the great plan of conqueft and dominion, which he had
formed long before, and from which he never defifted. Thus,
through indolence on'our fide, and aétivity on his, things were
brought to fuch a crifis, that I faw no hope of delivering ‘all
Greece from his yoke, but by confederating againft him the
Athenians and the Thebans ; which league I effeéted. Was
it not better' to fight for the 'independence ‘of ‘our country in
conjun@ion with Thebes than alone? Would a' battle loft in
Beeotia be fo fatal to Athens; as ‘one'loft in our ewn territory,
and under our own walls?

I

You may remember, that, when you were eagerly wurging
this argument, I defired you to confider, not where ‘we fhould

fight,
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fight, but how we fhould be conquerors : for, if we were van-
quithed, all forts of evils and dangers would. be inflantly at

our gHTES.
ARISTIDES.

Did not you tell me, Demofthenes, when you began to {peak
upon this fubjed, that you brought into the field of Chzronea
an army equal to Philip’s?

DEMOSTHENES
I did, and believe that Phocion will not contradi& me,
ARIST BFINVE S

But though equal in number, it was, perhaps, much inferior

to the Macedonians in valour and military difcipline.
DEMOSTHENES.

The courage fhewn by our army excited the admiration of
Philip himfelf, and their difcipline was inferior to none in Greece.
ARISTIDES.

What then occafioned their defeat ?

DEMOSTHENES

The bad condu& of their generals.

ARISTIDES.

Why was the command not given to Phocion, whofe abili-
ties had been proved on fo many other occafions? was it of-
fered to him, and did he refufe to accept it? You are filent,
Demofthenes. - I underftand your filence.  You are unwilling
to'tell me; that, having the power, by your influence over the
people, to confer the command on what Athenian you pleafed,
you werte induced, by the {pirit of party, to lay afide a great
general, who had been always fuccelsful, who had the chief
confidence of your troops and of your allies, in order to give it
to men, zealous indeed for your meafures, and full of military
ardour, but of little capacity or experience in the conduét.ef a
war, . You cannot plead; that, if Phocion had led your troops

4 againft
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againft Philip, there was any danger of his bafely betraying
his troft. " Phocion could not be a traitor * You had feen him
ferve the republic, and conquer for it in wars, the undertaking
of which he had firenuoufly oppofed, in wars with Philip.
How could you then be fo negligent of the fafety of your
country, as not to employ him in this, the moft dangerous of
all the ever had waged ? If Chares and Lyficles, ‘the two ge-
nerals yeu chofe to condu@ it, had commanded the Grecian
forces at Marathon and Platza, we fhould have loft thofe bat-
tles. ~ All the men whom you fent to fight the Macedonians
under fuch leaders, were victims to the animofity between you
and Phocion, which made you deprive them of the neceffary
benefit of his wife dire®ion. This I think the wotft blemifh
of your adminiftration. In other parts of your condud I not
only acquit, but greatly applaud and admire you. With the
fagacity of a moft confummate ftatefman, you penetrated the
deepeft defigns of Philip; you faw all the dangers which
threatened Greece from that quarter, while they were yet.at a
diftance ;  you exhorted your countrymen to make a timely
provifion for their future fecurity ; you fpread the alarm
through all the neighbouring ftates ; you combined the moft
powerful in a confederacy with Athens; you carried the war
out of Aitica, which (let Phocion fay what he will) was fafer
than meeting it #bere ; you brought it, after all that had been
dong by the enemy to ftrengthen himfelf and weaken us, after
the lofs of Amphipolis, Olynthus, and Potidza, the outguards
of Athens; you brought it, I fay, to the decifion of a battle
with equal forces. When this could be effe@ted, there was evi-
dently nothing fo defperate in our circum{tances, as to juftify
an ina&ion, which might probably make them worfe, but
could not make them better. Phocion thinks that a ftate,
which cannot itfelf be the ftrongeft, thould live in friendthip
with that pewer which is the ftrongeft. But in' my opinion
Such friendfbip is no better than fervitude, It is more advife-

able
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able to endeavour to fupply what is wanting in our own firength
by a conjunétion with others who are equally in danger. = This
method of preventing the ruin of our country was tried by
Demofthenes. Nor yet did he negle&, by all pra&icable
means, to augment, at the fame time, our internal refources.
I have heard, that when he found the public treafure exhaufted,
he replenifhed it, with very great peril to himfelf, by bringing
into it money appropriated before to the entertainment of the
pcople, dgamﬁ the exprefs prohibition of a popular law; which
made it death to propofe the application thercof to any other
ufe.. - ‘This was virtue, this was true and genuine patriotifin.
He owed all his importance and power in the flate to the fa-
vour.of the people: yet, in order to ferve the ftate, he did not
fear, at-the evident hazard of his life, to offend their darling
paflion, and appeal againft it to their reafon.
PHOGCTON
For this action I praife lim. It was indeed far more dan-
gerous for a minifter at Athens to violate that abfurd and ex-
travagant law than any of thofe of Solon. But, though he
feftored our finances, he could not reftore our' loft virtue': he
could not give that firm health, that vigour to the ftate, which
is the refult of pure morals, of ftri& order and civil difcipline,
of ‘integrity in the old, and obedience in the young. ~ T'there-
fore: dreaded a confli& with the {olid ﬂrcmrth of Macedon,
where corruption had yet made but a very fmaﬂ progrefs, and
was happy that Demofthenes did not eblige me, againft my
own inclinatien, to be the general of fach a Pcopfc i Tk wat;
ARISTIDES
I fear that your jult contempt of the greater number of thofe
who compofed the democracy, fo difguited you with this mode
and form of government, that you were as averfe to ferve un-
der it, as mhtrk, with lefs ab'htv and virtue than you, were
defirous of obtruding themfelves into its {ervice. But, :iu‘mgh
fuch
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fuch a relu@®ance proceeds from a very noble caufe, and feems
agreeable to the dignity of a great mind in bad times, yet it is
a {J;ult againft the lngheﬂ of lTI('JI‘dl obligations, the love of our
country. For, how unworthy foever individuals may be, the
public is always refpecable, always dear to the virtuous.
PHOCTION
True: but no obligation can lie upon a citizen to feek
public charge, when l'u, forefees that his obtaining of it w 1]1
be ufelefs to his country. Would you have had me folicit the
command of an army which I believed would be beaten?
ARISTIDES
It is not permitted to a ftate to defpair of its fafety, till 1ts ut-
moft efforts have been made without fuccefs. If you had
commanded the army at Chzronea, you might poflibly have
changed the event of “the day: but, If}ou h: ‘ad not, you would
have died more honourably thcre, than in a prifon at Athens,
betrayed by a vain confidence in the infecure friend(hip of a
perfidious Macedonian,

R0 e
DIALOGUE XXXIIL

Marcus Aurerius ParLosornus.~—SeERvVIiUus TULLIUS. .

Servivs Turrius.
ES, Marcus, though I own you to have been the firft of
m‘mkmd in virtue and goodnefs, though, while you go-
verned, philofophy fat on the throne and diffufed the bcmgn
influences of her adminiftration over the whole Roman empire,
yet, as a king, 1 might, perhaps, pretend to a merit even fupe-
rior to your's.

MARCUS
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MARCUS AUREBLIUS
That philofophy you afcribe to me has taught me to feel'my
own defeéts,; and to venerate the virtues of other men.  Tell me
therefore, in what confifted the fuperiority of your merit as @
Eing.

it

SERVIUS.TULLITS

It confifted in this, zhat I gave my people I di-
minithed, I limited the kingly power, when it was placed in
my hands. I need not tell you, that the plan of government
inltituted by me was adopted by the Romans, when they had
driven out Tarquin, the deftroyer of their liberty; and gave
its form to that republic, compoled of a due mixture of the
repal, ariftocratical, and democratical powers, the flrength and
wifdom of which fubdued the world. Thus all the glory of
that great people, who for many ages excelled the reft of man-
kind in the arts of war and of policy, belongs originally to me.

MARCUS AURELIUS

There is much truth in what you fay. But would not the
Romans have done better, if, after the expullion of Tarquin

they had vefted the regal power in a limited monarch, inflea

o

of -111;11:'!:‘,';'___-’; it in two annual eleétive magiftrates, with the title
of confuls? This was a great deviation from your plan of go-
vernment, and, I think, an unwife one. For a divided royalty
s a folecilm, an abfurdity in politics.  Nor was the s regal
power, committed to the adminiftration of confuls,, continued
in their hands long enough, to enable them to finith any dif-
ficult war, or other a& of great moment. Frem henc
a neceflity of prolonging their commands beyend the
term 3 of (hortening the interval prelcribed by the laws be-

c arolc

i
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i
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I

t b T
tween the ele@ions to thofe offices; and of granting extr
dinary commiffions and powers, by all which the republic was
in the end deftroyed.

E 3 E P
=LA SERVIUSE
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SERVIUS TULLTUS

The Revolution which enfued upon the death of Lucretia
‘was made with fo much anger, that it is no wonder the Ro-
mans abolithed in their fury the name of king, and defired
to weaken a power, the exercife of which had been fo grievous ;
Il}gur‘ L' the (lg mng this was 1{11.{411(!{.&. “’11}1 .-.a” the inconvenien-
cies you h:ne_]uil!\ obferved. But, if anger afted too vio-
Icwt]v in reforming abufes, philofophy might have wifely cor-
refted that error. Marcus Aurelius mlgiﬂ. have new-modeled
the conftitution of Rome, He might have made it 2 limited
monarchy, leaving to the emperors all the power that was ne-
ceflary to govern a wide-extended empire, and to the fenate
and pt,opic *]l the liberty that could be confiftent with order
and obedience to government ; a liberty purged of fa&ion and
guarded againft anarchy.

MARCUS AURELIUS.

[ fhould have been happy indeed, if it had been in my
power to do fuch good to my country. But the gods them-
felves' cannot force their blef Img on 111:3:11, who bv “theit vices
are become incapable to recerve them. 'Eh‘!['\., like power,
is only 5;00(1 for thﬂl:, who pofle {s it, when it is under ‘the
conftant dire@ion of virtue. No Llw,s can have foree umurrh
to hinder it from dc*rencmtmE into faction and anarchy, wlw:e
the morals of a nation'are depraved ; and continued habits of
vice will eradicate the very love of it out of the hearts of a
pcop]c. A Marcus Brutus, in my time, could not have drawn
to his ftandard afingle legion of Romans. But further, it is
certain that h*sﬂmvnf of fur*){y is abfolutely In-:‘o'vpaulﬂc with
the fpirit of conguefi. To keep great conguer ecl nations in {ub-
jeétion and obedience, grear ﬂxrnﬂ.wg armies are neceflary.
The generals of thofe armies will not long remain {theE’rS,
and whoever acquires dominion by the fword, muft rule by
the fword, If he does not deftroy liberty, liberty will deftroy him.

2 SERYIUS TULLIUS:
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SERVIUVS TULLIUS
Do you then juftify Auguftus for the change he made in the
Roman government P
MARCUS AUVRELIUS
I do not—for Auguftus had no lawful authority to make
that change, His power was ufurpation and breach of truft.
But the government, which h“ feized with a violent hand,
came to me by a /awful and ¢ffc 1 :;?J*' rule of {ucceflion.
SERVIU FLLTUS.
Can any length of rmﬂjmﬂ,‘;'! make deluunfm lawful ?
15 not liberty an =r11m._nt, inalienable right of mankind ?
ARCUS AURELIUS
They have an mhcrent right to be governed by laws, not by
arbitrary will, But forms nf gmcrmncnt may, “and mui be
occafionally changed, with the confent of the pcoplt.. th:l
I reigned over them, the Romans were governed by laws.
SERVIUS TULLIU
Yes, becaufe your moderation, and the }HCCLPEE of that phi.
lofop h\ in which your youth had been tutored, inclined you
to make the laws the rules of your government 'md the bounds
of your power. But, if you had defired to govern otherwife,
had they power to reftrain you ?
MARCUS AURELIUS.
They had not.—The imp-:rial authority in' my time had no

limitations.
SE RV LU S T LALI WS

Rome therefore was in reality as much enflaved under you

as under your fon; and you left him the power of ty :mlmzm-f
over it by 11chd1tdn r1~"31

MARCUS AURELIUS,
I did—and the conclufion of that tyrant was his murder.

SERVIUS
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SERYIUS TULLIUS

Unhappy father! unhappy king! what a deteftable thing is
abfolute monarchy, when even the virtues of Mareus Aurelius
could not hinder it from being deftruétive to his family, and
pcnﬁcious to his country, any longer than the period of his
own life.. But how happy is that kingdom, in which a Jimited
monarch prefides over a ftate /o juftly poifed, that it guards idelf
from fuch evils, and has no need to take refuge in arbitrary
power againft the dangers of anarchy, which is almoft as bad a
refource, as it would be for a fhip to run itfelf on a rock, in
order to efcape from the agitation of a tempeft !

FOUR
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