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SIR THOMAS LYTTELTON.

LR B PE R AR K
To Sit THOMAS LYTTELTON, at Hagley.

DEAR SIR, London, Feb. 4, 1728.

I AM mighty glad you have made choice of fo agreeable a
place as Lorrain to fend me to; I fhall be impatient to hear
that you have got a fervant for me, that my ftay here may be
the fhorter: in the mean while, you may be fure, I fhall not
negle& to make the beft ufe of my time.

I am proud that the D approves my verfcs ; for her
judgement does great honour to thofe that pleafe her. The
fubje@ is Blenheim-caftle: I would have fent you a copy of
them, but have not yet had time to tranfcribe them 3 you f(hall
therefore receive them enclofed in my next letter.

The news you tell me of does not a little pleafe-me:
whatever does him honour in your opinion is of advantage to
me, as it will render the friendfhip that is between us more
agreeable to you; for my fatisfation in his acquaintarice has
been always checked, by obferving you had not that efteent for
him as I could wifh you might have for all . my friends: but1
hope he will deferve it better every day, and confirm himfelf in
my good opinien by gaining yours.

Iam
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I am glad that you are pleafed with my Perfian Letters, and
Criticilm wpon Voltaire ; but, with fubmi(fion to your jud;
ment, I do not fee how what I have faid of Milten can déftro
all'poetical licence. * "That term has indeed beenfo-much abufed,
and the Liberty. it allows has been pleaded in defence of fuch
extravagant fictions, that one would almoft wifh there were no
fuch words. :But yet this is no reafon why good authors may
not raife and animate their works with flights and fallies of ima-
gination, provided they are cautious of tefiraining them«within
the bounds of juftnefs and propriety; for nothing can licenfe a
poct to offend againft Truth and Reafon, which are as much the
rules of the fublime as lefs exalted poetry. We meet with a
thoufand inflances. of the true moblenefs of thought in Milton,
where the liberty you contend for is made ufe of, and yet nature
very finély obferved. - It would be endlefs to point out-the
beauties of this kind in the Paradife Loft, where.the boldnefs of
his genius appears without fhocking us with the leaft impro-
priety : we are furprized, we are warmed, we are tranfpaorted ;
but we are not hurried out of our fenfes, or forc'd to believe im-
poffibilities. The fixth book is, I fear, in many places, an ex-
ception to this rule ; the poetica Jicentia is fretched too far, and
be fuf? 1s facrificed to 2he wonderful ; (you will pardon me, if 1
talk too much in the language of the fchools.) To fet this
point in a clearer light, let us compare the fiftion in Jos Lufiades
of the giant that appears to the Portuguefe, and the battle of
the angels in Milton. The ftorms, the thunders and the light-
nings that hang about him, are proper and natural to that
mountain he reprefents; we are pleafed with feeing him thus
armed, becaufe there is nothing in the defcription that is not
founded upon truth: but how do fwords, and coats of mail,
and cannons, agree with angels? Such a fiGion can never be
beautiful, becaufe it wants probability to fupport it. We can
eafily imagine the Cape, extending its arms over the fea, and
guarding it from invaders; the tempefts that mariners always
meet

H B
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meet' with upon that coalt, render fuch a fup puhtmn very juft:
L:rt with »‘-]L..'L.. i“‘-’JLIlex of reafon can we ﬂlppo e, that the an-
gels, to defend the ll]lUIlt-' of God, threw mountains upon the

heads of the rebel army

¢ Non tali Lm\l]m, nec defenforibus iftis,
¢ Numen egit.”

The hlut', in one fable is reftrained to nature and good fenfe ;
in the other it is wild and unbounded, fo as freque Iltl} to ]r.m.
fight of both.—Pardon the freedom I have taken, to contradi&
your opinion, and defend my own; for T fhall be very ready to
give it up to you, if after this you continue to think me in the
wrong. It is prudent to argue with h thofe who have fuch regard
to our judgement as to corret i,

You ended a letter of good news very ill, in telling me that
you had got the head-ach; I can have but very little pleafure
in any thmn‘ though it be ever fo agrceablc, when I know that
you are 111. I am, dear Sir,

Your dutiful fon,
Gl I.i.
S0 e e e
1 ReE Dl it ) e > TR
DE AR SIR, Galais, Agpril
B E HOL D the promifed poem !

(5

ParenT of arts, &c. *

I cannot recolle&t the tendernefs/you fliewed to- me - at
parting, without the warmeft fentiments of gratitude and duty
to you, In erIy to our long Lillu:m!c, 1 only beg leave to
ay, that there is a certain degree of folly excufable in youth,
which I have never yet C?LCL\CL]-.L], and 1}1,) ond which I defire

® This-Poem is omitted heve; it being already printed, p. co3.
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no 1:-'.11'(101]. I hope my dear mother has dried her tears: my
duty to her. I will write to you both when I come to Lune-
ville.  Iam
Your very dutiful and obedient fon,

G. L.

r)

D i
Mﬁi!nh-ﬂ.a.-s“{.h—

LR TR B I11.

DEAR SIR; Luneville, May 13.
HE inclofed i1s 1n anfwer to Sir Robert Walpole from
Monfieur le Prince de Craen, who has thewn me all the
favour and civility"that I might expe& from fo powerful a re-
commendation. The duke Rimfelf was pleafed to tell me, that
he would endeavour to render my ftay here as agreeable to me as
I_m{]i')]-:. You will let Sir“Robert Walpole know how much I
am obliged to his letter; and do juftice to Prince Craon, who
has expreft his regard to it in the firongeft mcm!lu, and by a
l-.u.dntfq which'i cannot enough 2 "IC[\I]U“ILJ‘E_:L llOPL every
thing goes on to your {atisfaétion in the affair 1 left you t,i"|""n'f_(|
in. I'. will :be the g_rmuﬂ happinefs to me to hear that you
are pleafed and in good health. Iam, dear Sir,

Your moft dutiful fon,
G. L
“ To Sir ROBERT WALPOLE.

“ MONSIEUR, Luneyille, May.13.
¢ J'ay regu par Monfieur Lytteltonla léttre dont vous m ho-
norez. jc thches ay de répondre a ce que vous fouhaitez de
‘¢ moi, en lui pwcuramt ici, aupres de 1:}[1 Aleefle 1{0;1111,, les
‘¢ agréments dus a {a naiffance et -d votre recommendation ; et
¥ je m’en report au fidel compte, qu'il vous en rendra.. Rien
““ n'eft plus flatteur pour moi, Monfieur, que le fouvenir de

“ Milord
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“ Milord Walpole. Je n’ay perdu aucune occafion de me re-
¢« nouveller d"t 15 {fes bonnes graces dcjusw fon retour en Angle-
€ terres; et _| '\ L"ll[‘f" tous mes amis qui y ont pai iL de me mf
¢ pager une amitié L]m m'eft fi pmc:u:ic Accordez la vétre,
& “\meuu, au defir que j'ay de la mériter, et a I'attachement
« avec le quel j'ai 'honneur d’étre,
¢ Vétre trés humble et tres
% QObéiflant ferviteur,
“ Le Prince Craon.”

Socfasfardicefocforlinclioslo

| s Dl Bt S| DR ¢ IV.

D.EAR SIR, Lyueville, June 8, 1728
[ HEARTILY congratulate j,uu upon my fifter’s marriage,

and wifh you may difpofe of all your children as much to
your fatisfacion and their own. Would to God Mr. P— had
a fortune equal to his brother’s, th..t he might make a prefent
of it to my pretty little M—1! but mnnm:.h they have neither
of them any portion but an uncommon {hare of 1'_'_.:-;{7;, which
the world will not think them much the richer for. condole
with poor Mrs. upon the abrupt departure of i‘c—" intended
hufband : to be fure, fhe takes it much to heart; for the lofs
of an only lover, \'-,']1(:11 a lady 1s paft ml-“c and twenty, is as af-
ﬂntmb as the lofs of an Olll‘u' child afier. fey
You tell me my mother defires a particular Jm'rﬂ 1l of my tra-
, and the remarks I have made upon um.n, after 1]“ man-
ner of the f;ign; Mr. Bromley. "Mw
great a work; my genius is 311 it and i
thoufand obfervations which w qulu make a figure in 11:-.5 book.
it requires much induftry and : wpplication, as we a prodi-
gious memory, to know how many houfes there are in Pans ;
how m any veltments in a proce fion ; how many f{aints in the

4 Q Romifh

'l“.t..

vels
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Romifh Calendar, and how many miracles to each faint: and
yet to fuch a pitch of exaénefls the curious travellers muft
arrive, who would imitate Mr, Bromley, Not to mention
the pains he muft be at in examining all the tombs in a great
church, and faithfully tranfcribing the infcriptions, though they
ad no better author than the fexton or curate of the parifh.
For my part, I was fo fhamefully newnécm as not to fet down
how many croffes are in the road from Calais to Luneville ;
nay I did not fo much as take an inventory of the relicks in
the churches I went to fee. You may ~udge by this whata poor
account I {hall give you of my tray LIS, and how ill the money
is beftowed that you ipu]d upon them. But, however, if my
dear mother infifts vpon it, I {hall have fo much complaifance
for the curiofity natural to hcr fex, as to write her a thort par-
ticular of what rarities I have feen ; but of all ordinary fpe&acles,
fuch as miracles, rarce-fhows, and the like, I beg her permifiion
to be filent. I am, dear Sir,
Your dutiful fon, &c.
G._L;
RN
By B T Bl V.

DEAR S5IR, Luneville, July 21.

- Thank you for fo kindly forgiving the piece of negli-

gence I acquainted you of in my laft. Young fellows are
often guilty of voluntary 1or3:etfulncfs n thofe affairs : but, I
affure you, mine was quite accidental. Mr. D tells you
true, that I am weary of lofing money at cards; but it is no
lefs certain, that wi ithout them I fhall foon be w eary of Lorrain.
The {pirit of quadrille has poffeft the land from morning to
midnight ; there is nothing elfe in every houfe in town.

This Court is fond of ftrangers, but with a provifo that
ftrangers love quadrille. 'Would you win the hearts of the maids

of
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of honour, you muft lofe your meney at quadrille; would
you be hmught a well-bred man, you mufl play genteelly at
quadrille ; would you get a reputation of good fenfe, fhew
judgement at e frilles however, in fummer, one may con-
trive to pafs a day without quadll le ; becaule there are agree-
JIJEL promenades, and little parties out of doors; but in the
winter you are lLd'l]L-Ll to play at it, or fleep like a fly till the
return of fpring. Indeed in the morning the duke hunts; but
my malicious flars have fo contrived it, that I am no more a
ﬁwrt{mm than a gamefter. There are no men of learning in
the whole country; on the contrary, it is a charadter they
defpife. A man of quality caught me the other day sudmw a
Latin author; and afked me, vnth an air of contempt, w hr:thr;r
I was defigned for the church. All this would be tolerable,
if T was not doomed to converfe with a fet of Englith who are
ftill more ignorant than the French; and from whom, with my
utmoft -::ndca\oulq, I cannot be abfent fix hours in the day.
Lord —— is the only one among them who has common
fenfe; and he is fo fcandaloufly debauched in his principles,
as well as pra&ice, that his converfation is equally fhocking to
my morals and my reafon.

My only 1mpr0vcant here is in the company of the
duke and prince Craon, and in the exercife of the academy :
I have been abfent from the laft near three weeks, by reafon {.rl
a {prain I got in the finews of my le _g, which is not yet quite
recovered. - My duty to my dear mother; I hope you and fhe
continue well.  1am, Sir,

Your dutiful fon,

(-;’ L] ]-_H .

40 2 DA L o
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D'E‘A RYUSTIR, Luneville, Avguft 18.
I ‘r’umu to you laft l“oﬂ‘ and have {ince received yours of the
20th: your complaints pierce my heart, ALH Sir, what

pain [:\1‘1[ it give me to think that tm Improvement puts you
to any degree of inconvenience ; and lmuh..p:, after all, I may
return and not anfwer your expeQations. This thought gives
me {o much uneafinefs, that I am readv to wilh you w onid
recall me, and'fave th" charge of travelli ing : but, no; the
world would judge perverfely, and blame you for it: I muft
o on, and you mult fupport me like your fon.

I have obferved with extreme aflli&ion how much your
temper 1s altered of late, and vour chearfulnefs of mind im-
paire ed. My heart has aked within 'me, when I have feen' vou
giving yourfelf up to a melancholy (_.IH'IL']L'“'CC, which ‘makes
you fc.u: the worft in every thing, and feldom indulge thofe
pleafing hopes which fupport and nmmih us. O, ‘my 'dear
Sir, how happy fhall I be, if I am able to reftore you to your
former gaiety | People that knew you fome years ago fay, that
you was the moft chearful man alive. How [*mm beyond the
pofictlion of any miftrefs will be the pleafure I fhall & mcl.u.u,
if, by marrying well, I can make you fuch once more, This'is
my \"aﬂn my ambition, the prayer I make to heaven as often
as I ‘think on my future life. But, alas! I ]01 for it tn vain
if you fuffer your cares and 111c|111u'~";d tn:’u.m' vour health:
what will avail my good “intentions, if th ey are fruftrated by
your death? You will leave this world 1.-.LhoLt ever L11Dwmg
whether the promifes of your fon were the la nguage of a grate-
ful’ heart, or'the Ivi ing ploteﬁmons of a h'mr,u te: God n
heaven f':r’md it i.;mld be fo mn}r he preferve your health
and prolong your days, to receive a thoufand proofs of the

2 laﬂing
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lafting love and duty of the moft obliged of children! We are
all bound to you, Sir, and will, 1 tru fr? repay it in love and he-
nour of you. ILet llr § {L'I!J'}’Jlt and comfort you, that you are
the father of ten children, amon g w hom there iun‘% to be but
one foul of love "l‘(l obedienee to you. This is a folid,: real
hich vou will feel and enjoy when other 1-|H1-L1r{* have

Tl w

ir tafte: vour heart will be warmed by it in old :
nd vou will find vourfelf richerin thefe trealures than u

polietlion of all you have {pent upon us. [ talk, Si
the . ny heart, and it is not the {tyle of a diffen
Do not, my dear L‘-1., fuffer melancholy =10 too far upon

you : thm lefs of thofe circ U-TJP ances which difquiet you, and

]?ILL in the many others which ought to glac dden you: con-
{fide 1.1; I p':rﬂt'nn vou have .lltlltllLt] the r>.m,m 5 1~lf._1t;'='l
of in LuTl'lL\ 3 {o uncommon in this age ! lrl--_i:;j].]{, that your imf—
tenty will look upon It as the nmﬂ ft fortune you can leave

them, and that your ¢ “171-1-" s children will be incited to virtue

by vour examnle, [ don't l;-lf W,  Sir, Wi vou feel this;
I am {ure I do, L,\ 1'1 it‘. Are appy in my

. fo fond?
d 1 know vou have a
e ) ]] il
1o0es, well weignhd, Wil
the }_}].{:'.".[L *mImL
1angs: upon you and

dear mother? was
'i.'l ere is no fatisfaction be

erfed fenfe of it. All thele a tag

ight:; md 1 ile
a3,

1.";:|;\-u your misfortunes
n them will difpel: that cloud: wl ich
ar {pirits. I am,. dear Sir,

- Your dutiful {on,

G.. L.

:
Luneville, Septs.18.

iving me Jeave to go to Seiflons ; 1t is Lr'uf:,

to the journeys; and as to my health,

1 ] me does me "U\.ld
You

that whatever plea
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You will Jaugh at the regimen, - but 1 appeal to Mifs P——
whether the fight of Stowe gardens had not a better effeé upon
her than all the drugs in Burges’s {hop. My {pirits were very
low when I writ you my laft latter, and I had not judgement
enough then to confider that the way to relieve your melancholy
was to appear chearful myfelf; however, T beg vou to believe

(=
1 1 x

that what I faid was the language of my heart, though it

needed not have been faid with fo much warmth, 1 mofk

fincerely love you, and cannot help being deeply afleéted at

your leaft complaint, - But don’t let this deprive me of your

confidence, for I have no greater pleafure in life than feeing

mylelf honoured with it.

I am frighted at the ficknefs in Worcefterfhire ; pray God

preferve you and your whole fa mily ! Such is the prayer of,
Dear Sir,
Your dutiful and obedient fon,
G. L.

5
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Seiflons, O, 28.

Thank you, my dear Sir, for complying fo much with my

inclinations, as to let me ftay fome time at Soiffons ; but, as
you have not fixed how long, I wait for further orders. One
of my chief reafons for difliking Luneville, was the multitude
of Englith there, who moft of them were fuch worthlefs
tellows, that they were a difhonour to the name and nation,
With thefe I was obliged to dine and fup, and pafs a great part
of my time.

You may be fure I avoided it as much as poflible; but,
s2algre moty I fuffered a great deal, To prevent any comfort
irom other people, they had made a law among themfelves
not to admit any foreigner into their company ; {o that there

= was
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was nothing but Englith talked from June to January.  On
the contrary, my countrymen at Sorlons are men of virtue and
good fenfe ; !.":f"f mix ij.’.‘l’PL'tLl"ll\' with the French, and con-
verfe for the molt part in that lan guage. I will trouble you
no. more upon this {thLu't but give me leave to fay, that,
however capricious Imay have been in other things, my fenti-
ments in lhﬁ part ucu]v are the furcft proofs I ever gave youof
my 1'.-_{,ng and hered L(“} averfion to vice and Ibll}'. Mr.
Stanl mrwe 1s always at Fontainbleau. I went with Mr. Poyntz
to Pans for four d'rf when the colonel was: there to mee
him ; he received me with great civility an d kindnefls.  We
have done expe&ing Mr. Walpole, who is obliged to keep
ftriét guard over the cardinal, for fear the (.-_In..m minifters
fhould take him from us: they pull and haul the poor old
gentleman fo many ways, that he doesinot know where to turn,
or into whofe arms to throw himfelf.

Ripperda’s elcape to England will very much embroil affairs
which did not feem to want another obftacle to hinder them
fm'n coming to an accommodation. If the devil is not ve ‘\,
much wanti; g to his own interefts in this th"l[‘..f. tis 1m -
lmt',L,.L that 1414 good w ork of peace fhould g

goon n nuch L,. ger.
After all, molt young fellows are of his party, and wi hJ
may bring matters to a war ; for u‘.' make but 11l minifters at
a run'wrch, but would make good {oldiers in a campaign.

No news from —— and her beloved hufband : their un-
reafonable fondnefs for each other can never laft; they wi'll
{foon grow as cold to one another as t'"-' town to *l:l. Beo _;-....1 8
U yera.  Pray Heaven I may prove a e prog shet ! l‘-LtL ma
ficd lov e, and Englifh mufick, are too domeflick to continue
long in favour.

My duty to my dear mother; I am glad {he has no eom-
plaint.  You fay not hing relating to your own health, which
makes me hopr., you are well. Itu. fondly love my brothers
and f{ifters as if I was their parent.

There

671
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There is no need of my concluding with a handfome period ;

0!

5

vou are ahove forced eforts of the head. T fhall therefore end
this letter with a plain truth of the heart, that T am,
Your moft affeétionate, and dutiful fon,

G. L.
o e
L BT =g R IX.
P EAR 5B Soiffons, Nov. 2o.
" HIS is one of the agreeableft towns in France. The

people are infinitely obliging to ftrangers. We are of
all their parties, and perpetually fhare with them in their plea-
fures. 1 have learnt more French fince T came here, than I
{fhould have pick’d up in a twelvemonth at Lorrain, The de-
fire of a further progrefs and improvement in that tongue, has
led me into fome thoughts relating to the continuation of my
travels, which I beg leave to lay before you.

If you fend me to Italy next fpring, as you once defigned
to do, one great inconvenience will arife, viz. that before I
am perfe& in fpeaking French, I muft apply myfelf to Italian,
from which it may probably come to pafs that I {hall not know
much of either. I fhould, therefore, think it more for my
advantage to make the tour of France, before I fet out for
Italy, than after I come back.

There is another reafon, which at leaft will weigh with my
dear mother; that is, that after the month of May, when the
violent heats begin, Rome (where it will be neceflary to fettle
firlt, upon account of the purity of the language which is
fpoke corruptly in other places) is fo unwholfome as to endanger
the life of any foreigner unaccuftomed to that air; and there-
fore moft travellers go thither about September, and leave it to-
wards April. 1 fancy thefe two obje&ions to the foregoing |
dcheme will incline you rather to give into mine, which is as '

follows
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Lllm-—-—;: {fuppole I i‘ny here till after February; I may. in
March,, Apsil, May, and ]u;":, fee Orleans, Lions, and Bour-
deaux, ;m;i uguit, and September, in the fouthern
provinces. thofe countries is fo pure the
orrea L ! antnda takadtr any ! AT | P l:r,. L =
greatelt heats do nobody any harm. Irom Prov e-

noa is the (horteft road I can take for ll_"*h' and h
'“|_|1"-‘:m\' to Rome, where 1 fhall arrive about I leceml -

ing {een what is curious in my way.
I may pals two mont hs at Rome, and go
:‘-.';11\1._,,, the moft delightful part of .[l...w.,

allowing me three months in that country,

voyage to Meflina, st alt:
by, From Naples I m: ng the c

atick fea, by Ancona and Loretto; to, Venice
!;:,-.L to thr_ L',ld m' [m\. [ imll 11““, Au

1[11\ Umt ]L N. E’&. of the Venetian [_TU] 31 In the winter I
mav fettle at Sienna, where there is a good academy, and
lifth. From 1]1-::11':{,

o to Turin, if you 1‘-1-; LIL, and flay there till April.

where they are not troubled with any E

1 may
After which, to aveid retu

time,; I may ‘3\. Lauzanne 'l ‘iE Beri j_;‘ to Franche (_{_Jh"'l,“,
and fo by Dijon to Paris,. W hen I am there, it \.IH be wl.nl[\,
in your breal ' you would have me ftay abroad, and
whether I come home the fhorteft \'.':13,‘ or have the
pleafure eeing Holland. | hig, Sir, 1s t]u plan that I offer
to you, which I ho '
=1w to ﬂ:nt' me. I do not

rning through Provence a iu,wr]

"3') ‘ove {H il the Ihu[‘ and

» |a1d it fo exa& as
never to depart from 1t oenerally
{pcarlnf" I {hall find 1t : [ hav
not brought Lorrain into 1
wav, ai nd becaufe (to fay
ther. I know, my dea
reafons for the diflik

my

This:
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is not fo ealy an ec/arrciffement as you may think it, "~ Our
notions of places and of perfons depend upon a combination of
circumftances, many of which are in themfelves minute, but
have weight from their affemblage with the reft. Our minds
are like our bodies; they owe then pain or plmiure to the
good or ill affortment of a thoufand caufes, each of which is a
trifle by it’s fell. How fmall and imperceptible are the quali-
ties in the arr, or foil, or climate, where we live; and yet how
fenfible are the 1[11prcﬁ'ons they make upon Lib, and the de-
lights or uneafinefs they create! So it is with our minds, from
the little accidents that concur to {footh or to diforder thcm
But in both, the impreflions are more ftrong as the frames
which they a& upon are more delicate and rcﬁned I muit
therefore impute many of my complaints to the natural deli-
cacy of my temper, :md 1 H tter my felf you will not think
that reafon the v.orﬂ I could have given you. But there are
others more grofs and evident, which I have already in part
informed you of, and which I fhall here fet forth more at
large.

It is natural for us to hate the fchool in which we take the
firft leflons of any art. The reafon is, that the awkwardnefs
we have fhewn in fuch beginnings, leflens us in the eyes of
pc:op;(, there, and the difadvantageous prejudice it has gnen of
us Is mever quite to be got over.

Luneville was my fchool of breeding, and I was there more
unavoidably iub_}r:lft to gquelgues bevuwes decolier, as the po-
litefle phiktiit.,d in that place 1s fuller of ceremony than elfe-
where, and has a f{md deal pLC‘L‘]HI to itlelf.

The memory of thefe miftakes, thou gh loft perhaps in
others, hangs upou my mind when I am there, ’md deprefies
my fpirits to fuch a dcmuc, that I am not like myfelf. Onc is
never agreeable in company, where one fears too much to be
difz lppmved ; and the very notion of being ill received, has as

bad an effect upon our gaiety as the thing itfelf. This is the
firft
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firft and ftrongeft reafon, why I defpair of being happy in
Lorrain. I have already complained of the foppifh ignorance
and contempt for all I have been taught to value, that is fo
fathionable there, You have heard me defcribe the greater part
of the Englith I knew there, in colours that ought to make
you fear the infeétion of {fuch company for your fon.

But fuppofing no danger in this brutal unimproving fociety, 1t
1s no little grievance ; for to what barbarous infults does it expofe
our morals and underftanding ? A fool, witha majority on his
fide, is the greateft tyrant in the world. Don’t imagine, dear
Sir, that I am fetting up for a reformer of mankind, becaufe
I exprels fome impatience at the folly and immorality of my
acquaintance. 1 am far from expe&ing they fhould all be
wits, much lefs philofophers, My own weaknefles are too
well known to me, not to prejudice me in favour of other
people’s, when they go but to a certain point. There are ex-
travagances that have always an excule, fometimes a grace, at-
tending them. Youth is agreeable in its fallies, and would lofe
its beauty if it looked too grave; but a reafonable head, and
an honeft heart, are never to be difpenfed with. Not that I
am {o {evere upon Luneville, and my Englifh friends, as to
pretend there are not men of merit and good fenfe among
them. There are fome undoubtedly ; but all Iknow are un-
eafy at finding themfelves in fuch ill company. = I fhall trouble
you no farther upon this head ; if you enter into my way of
thinking, what I have faid will be enough: if you don’t, all I
can fay will have no effect. 1 thould not have aged in this
long detail, but that I love to open my heart to you, and make
you the confident of all my thoughts. Till'T have the honour
and happinefs of converfing with you in a nearer manner, in-
dulge me, dear Sir, in this diftant way of conveying my no-
tions to you; and let me talk to you as I would to my dearelt
friend, without awe, correétiefs, or referve. Though I have
taken up fo much of your time before, I cannot help giving

iR 2 myfelf

e
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mylfelf the pleafure of acquainting you of the c\tnordunn'
civilities 1 receive from Mr. Poyntz. He has in a manner
taken me into his family. I have the honour of his conver-
fation at all hc—ms, and he delig ghts to turn it to my improve-
ment. He was {fo good as to dch:L me to atk your leave to
P’i[a the winter with hlm and, to encourage me to do it, pro-
mifed me that I thould not be without my fhare of public bu-
finefs, The firt packet that comes from Fontainbleau Iu.pc&
to be employed, which is no fmall pleafure to me, and will, I
hupf:, be of fervice.

Don’t you think, Sir, it would be proper for you to write
to Mr. Poyntz, to thank bim for the honours he has done me,
and defire him to excufe it, if his civilities make me trouble-
fome to him longer than you defigned? You know fo well
how to do thofe things, that I am perfuaded it would have a
good effeét.

The only news I haye to tell you, is a fecret intelligenc
from Vienna, that count Zinzendorff is going out of fl\ OUr 3
this is of confequence to the negouanons, but you muft not
mention it: while I am not trufted with affairs, you fhall know
all T hear, but afterwards #i/ patri guidem. 1 was laying to
Mr. Poyntz, that Ripperda was undoubtedly very ]m-up!. to
come out of prifon into the land of liberty ; he ;"ph that
whatever th%‘ duke might think, he was in danger of going
to prilon again.

This was faid fome time ago, and things may have altered
fince. I remain, dear Sir,

Your dutiful fon, &c,

L A
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DE.- AR SIER; Soiflons,: Dec. 20,
% Sudden order to Mr. Poyntz has broke all my meafures.
He goes to-morrow to Paris, to flay there in the room of
Meflrs. Stanhope and Walpole, who ‘are on their return for
England. His Excellency is fu kind and good as to defire me
to accompany him to qu, and live there en famille, at leaft
|

till I hear from you. As the expence will not be great, having
t]w (.'Ol‘l".f{‘ﬂlul‘f'c ‘of his table; and as a winter journey to T

able ; I have ventured to'take this {‘1-1'3 without
your orders. [t is with me as it is with emba “ELK[JH, w]w,
though never fo defirous of keeping UIML‘ to the letter of their
inftruétions, are fometimes obliged to a& without them, and
tollow their own judgement 1.'.1L11mi= confulting their fupe-
riors. The propofal of being let into bufinefs, and the advan-
tage of Mr. Poyntz’s conve
quit him now, whes

ation, makes me VETY u~m1]hnu
i : ’ =
I begin to know him more nmm._nd_\,

{fome papers
nue f"l‘.-' W me,
rith ]""\_e PP erda, that I am- al-

"::I ] L"]LIL |} e (_,\_‘5"(!'.];]».‘ an-

for him, and don’t d«
I have troubled yo

3 i |
moit afhamed to me:

fwer of Mr. Stanh -'?1&*; to the duke of Ormond, and the other
i-'l!:lml‘n I .:‘-!m,r ) hen Spain would give up the
Englifh rebel .!_.m back Ri ipperda.

.m..:h} was very fecret; Mr. Poyntz did
y laft ; at leaft he had no public no-

not hear of it ii:l Frida
tice of it. ‘There will be fine {'tE'I'-!'-';ﬂ.L[‘s'T for ]‘.];ICL‘S. I ]iopg

my. brother will come in for one. Adieu, Sir. Believe me
always
Your dutiful fon, &ec.
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TEAR SR Paris, Jan. 22, 1729.

HAVE f{o much to thank you for, that T have not words to

do it; fo kind a compliance with all my withes furpafies
my acknowledgement. Your two letters to Mr. Poyntz had
their effe&, and were anfwered with a profufion of civilities,
and marks of friendfhip and efteem ; but the inclofed will in-
firu@ you better in the obligations 1 have to you and him.
How happy I am in your permifiion to quit Lorrain, you may
judge by my letter on that head. I think you have mif-
taken my fenfe in fome arguments made ufe of there, but it is
needlefs to fet you right.  Your kindnefs and indulgence to my
defires, is an argument more perfuafive than all the reft, and in
which only I confide.

I have lately, Sir, fpent more than I could wifh, and the ne-
ceflity of doing it gives me no {mall uneafinefs ; but it is an
undoubted fa&, that without fhew abroad there is no improve-
ment. You yourfelf confefs it, when you fay, the French are
only fond of ftrangers who have money to pay them for their
compliments. . You exprels a great uneafinefs for fear I thould
orow fond of games of chance. I have fometimes rifqued a
little at them, but without any paffion or delight. Gaming
is too unreafonable and difhoneft for a gentleman, who has
either fenfe or honour, to addi& himfelf to it; bur,
to {et you quite ealy in that point, 1 give you my word and
honour, and defire no pardon if I recede from it, that I never
will addi& myfelf to this deftrudive paffion, which 1s fuch a
whirlpool, that it abforbs all others. It is true I have been a
fufferer at quadrille, and muft even fuffer on, for point de fo-

cieté fans celay Eefi un article preliminaire @ tout commerce

avec




SIR THOMAS LYTTELTON

avec Je beaw monde. 1 may venture to affure you, that all
thoughts of peace are not laid afide, as you apprehend.
I remain, dear Sir,
Your dutiful fon, &c.

LGB T SR ARIE
oo+ 85 5 14 Paris, Jan. 22, 1729.

HAVE received your two kind letters, in which you

are pleafed very much to over-value the fmall civilities it has
lain in my power to {hew Mr. Lyttelton. 1 have more reafon
to thank you, Sir, for giving me fo convineing a mark of your
regard, as to interrupt the courfe of his travels on my account,
which will lay me under a double obligation to do all I can
towards making his ftay agreeable and ufeful to him; though
I fhall ftill remain the greater gainer by. the pleafure of his
company, which no- fervices of mine can fufhciently requite.
He is now in the fame houfe with me, and by that means
more conftantly under my eye than even at Soiffons ; but I
fhould be very unjuft to him, if I left you under the imagi-
nation, that his inclinations ftand in the lealt need of any fuch
ungenerous reftraint. Depend upon it, Sir, from the obfer-
vation of one who would abhor te deceive a father in fo tender
a point, that he retains the fame virtuous and ftudious difpofi-
tions, which nature and your care planted in him, only
{trengthened and improved by age and' experience fo that, I
dare promife you, the bad examples of Paris, or any other
place, will never have any other effe® upon him, but to con-
firm him in the right choice he has made. Under thefe happy
circumftances he can have little occafion for any other advice,
but that of fuftaining the chara&er he has fo early got,.and of
fupporting the hopes he has raifed. 1T wifh it were in my

&4 1\ DWET
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pawer to do him ‘any, part of thefervice you fuppofe me.cas
pable.of.. - I fhall not “be wanting, to cm[ﬂm- him, as occafion
offers, and to-aflift him with my- advice where it may' be ne-
ceflary, though yourcares/(which he ever mentions with the
greatelt-gratitude) have made this tafk very c1l\ + ie-He cannot
fail of making you and himfelf happy, a and of being a great
ornament toliour country, if, with that refined tafte and de-
licacy of geniusj he can but recall his mind, at a proper age,
from the }"'}Ldidl s of lu.,amrtm', and pay fcenes of 1magination,
to' the dull road and fatigue of bufinefs. ‘This.I have {fome-
times  taken the liberty to hint to him, though his own good
judgement made it very unnecefiary. _
Though I have only the happinefs of knowing you, Sir, by
your reputation, ‘and by this common object nf our friendfhip
and 'aﬂ\c.:ons, your fon 3 I beg you would be perfuaded that E
am, with the moft particular refped, Sir,
Your moft humble, and obedient fervant,
5. Povntz
AR RO
LAY B R XII1.
DEAR SIR, Paris, Feb. 1733,
MA D E your compliments to Mr. Po vntz as ]mncliunwlv as
I could, and read him that part of your letter, where - you
leave it to his (-,Lu.mume how long I {hall ftay with fmn,
provided it be no ways inconvenient. He afiured me, with th
fame ¢bliging air of {incerit y and ymdnua as you are charmed
with in his letter, that it was not in the leaft {o; and that my.

company gain at ‘*uLht ns would be the greateft relief and plea-
fure to him; \.x1rl1 many other kin 1c\pnh;u_ s, which you would

be glad to he bL.L which I can’t sepeat, I have a thoufand
nks to l-"'* you, Sir, for fo kin iJ\ preventing my defires, and
ntinuing me inthe lmiigflr_.r; of a 111} pinefs whlt h I was afraid,

was
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was ‘almoft ‘at' an end.’ The time'I {fpend with Mr. Poyntz is
certainly the moft agreeable, as well as the moft i nnproung, part
of my life. Heisa fecond father to me, and it is in his fociety
that [ am leaft fenfible of the want of}ums

[ find you are uneafy at the fituation the king’s fpeech has
left us in; but dtpenJ upon it, notwithftanding the little tri-
umph that the enemies of the government may fhew upon the
prefent feeming uncertainty of affairs, they will be concluded to
their cnnfuhon, and to the honour of the councils theyoppofe,
The greateft mifchief that has been done us, and which perhaps
you are not fenfible of, was h) the number of difaffected papers,
full of falfe and malicious infinuations, which, being tranflated
and thewn to foreign minifters, unarquunted with- the lenity of
our conflitution, and the liberty of fcandal it allows, made them
think that the nation would difavow the meafures taken by the
court, and were the principal caufe of the delays and difficulties
that retard the public peace. The vigorous refolutions of both
houfes, to fupport his majefty in his councils, will, no doubt,
undeceive them, and contribute very much to bring affairs to
that decifion we defire.  Adieu, my “dear Sir; and believe me

to be
Your dutiful fon, &c.
G- L'
SRERREERE
| GRS Tl L e Lt XIV.
D'E-A ‘R: 51 R; Parie, March 11.

Tii E affair of the Go1l}orl man of war has railed a moft ex-

travagant {pirit of refentment in the French. lhmr talk
of not!mw lefs than hanging their own officer, and feem to ex-
peét that ours fho 11d come off as ill. I have talked to his ex-
cellency about it: he fays, he has had no account of it from

England ; but defires me to tell you, that he is in hopes the
4 S French
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Ipirit in him. What }"ou tell me of
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French officer has made a falfe report; and that, if nothing
very extraordinary has been done, as the cafe muft have happened
frequently, he fhould think it very proper that as many prece-
dents as can be found fhould be colleéted and fent him over.
He apprehends as much as you a popular declamation from the
Craftfman on this unlucky fubje® The imbarkation you
fpeak of is uncertain (as far as I can know from him), and in-
tended only to reinforce our garrifons; perhaps there may be
more in it, which he does not think fit to truft me with, though
I hardly imagine foj becaufe I have fuch marks of his confi-
dence, as convince me he does not doubt of my diferetion,

Love to my brother ; 1 dare fay he will be a gainer in
the end by this warm aftion, though it happened to be ill-
timed. I am glad the young fellow has fo much of the martial
amazces me. Ifhall
ohey your advice, in being cautious how I think any man my
friend too foon ; fince he, whofe affeétion I was fo fure of, has
{o injurioufly convinced me of my miftake. I confefs I thought
malice or ill-nature as great ftrangers to him as to poer
but what are the judgements of young men? Indeed, my dear
Sir, we are very filly fellows.

I can’t help tranferibing a few lines of my fifter’s letter, of the
1oth, to thew you, that your goodnels to your children meets
at leaft with a grateful return :

« We fhould pafs our time but ill, if the good-humour of my
mother did not make us all chearful, and make amends for

s

“ the lofs of thofe diverfions which London would afford us.
“ The oftener I converfe with her, the more I love her; and
¢ every. one of her-acions fhews me a virtue I with to imirate.
¢ This you mult be fenfible of, as well as I; but there is fuch a
“ pleafure in praifing thofc we love, that I mult dwell a. little
* upon the fubject, which, I dare fay, will be as grateful to you
(11

asit.is tome. How 11;1[‘,:11}-' are we with fuch parents!| When
I fce my father almoft fpent with the cares of his family ; my
(13 " e
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¢t dear mother confined here for the good of her'children s T'm
s overpowered with gratitude -and love I May you and they
% continue welll and 1 want noLhmg elfe to complcat my hap-
“ pinefs.”  This, Sir, i a faithful extra&, and fpeaks the lan-
guage of all our hearts. = Adieu, dear Sir.

I remain, &c.
G. L.
RO R R R

"

R e Tl ale PR
DEAR S5IR, Haute Fontaine, nearSoiffons, May 27.

HAVE letters from my lord - and his governeor, in
which thcy both exprefs the higheft fenfe of the friendfhip
vou have thewn them, and 1an0Wledgc the advantages tifey

owe to it; my lord, particularly, is charmed with the good--

natured fervice you did his relation, and fpeaks of it -as the
oreateft obllg'ltmn My friend Ayfcough too boaits of your
protc&mn and plofl{k,s that veneration L:r your charaéter, that
it makes me proud of being your fon. It is now my dtm to
return you thanks for all thdc avours, beftowed on othets, and
meant to me 3 and I do it with all the pleafure of a gwtuful
mind, which finds itfelf honoured in the obligation. T believe
lh"i'L_ is no young man alive, who has more happinefs to boaft
of than 11"'&.][ bunr'r bleft with a found conflitution, affe@ionate
friends, and an eafy iu tune : but of all my advantages, there is
none of which I have fo deep a fenfe, as the truft arid amisble
harmony between the beft of fathers and myfelf.

This 1s fo much the dearer to me, as indeed it is the fource of
all the reft, and as it is not to be loft by misfortune, but depend-
ant upen my own behaviour, and annexed to virtue, honour,
and reputation. T am perfuaded that no weaknefles or failings,
wl 11L11 do not injure thun, will occafion ﬂu‘ withdrawing of it
from me; and therefore I confider it as fecure, becaufe 1 have

48 2 ufed
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ufed my mind to look upon difhonefty and fhame as ftrangers it
can never be acquainted with ¢ fuch an opinion is not vanity,
but it is fetting thofe two things at a neceflary diftance from
us; for it is certain, that the allowing a poffibility of our a&ing
wickedly or meanly, is really making the firft fiep towards it
I have received many civilities from M. Stanhope, who is here
with Mr. Poyntz. . Mr. Walpole has invited me to Compiegne,
where I am going for two or three days. Aflairs are now almof}
at a crifis, and there is great reafon to expect they will take a
happy turn: . Mz, W. has ‘a furprifing influence over the
c » 1o that, whether peace or war enfue, we may depend
upon our ally. In truth, it is the intereft of the French court to
be faithful to their engagements, though it may not entirely be
the nation’s;  Emulation of trade might incline the people to
wifh the bond that ties them to us were broke; but the merx
cantile intereft has at no time been much confidered by this
court. . If you refle& upon the apprehenfions of the govern-
ment from the {ide of Spain; and their very reafonable jealoufy
of the emperor, you will not. wonder at their managing the
friendthip, and adhering to the alliance, of Great Britain. . The
fuppofition, that prefent advantage is the bafis and end of ftate
engagements, and that they are only to be meafured by that
rule, is. the foundation of all our fufpicions againft the firmnefs
of our French ally. . But the maxim is not juft.  Much is gl
ven to future hopes, much obtained by future fears 3 and fecu.
rity is, upon many occafions, fought preferably to gain, I re-
main, dear Sir,

Your dutiful fon, &c.
GL;
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D:E AR SIRE Haute Fontaine, near Soiffons; July 6.

T H E kind anfwer you made to my lalt was as great an addi-

tion to my happinefs as any I could poflibly receive.  You
feem very uneafy as to public affairs: and indeed, coufidering
the many inward and domeftic calamities we are afflicted with,
I cannot fay but you have reafon. I hope, however, 'to be able
very fhortly to fend you fome news, that will' raife your fpirits;
for every thing is brought to a crifis 3 and, without fome unfore-
feen accident, we may expeét a happy conclufion. And now,
Sir, as far as I dare, I will tell you the reafons for the confidence
which I have expreft. Out of two and twenty miliions of pi-
aftres, that the galleons brought home, the king of Spain’s fhare
is but fix, allowing him all pretenfions to dimes, droits d’entreé,
&ec. and a moderate indulto. By the treaty of the Prado, and
other conventions, the indult is fixed to five per cenz. in time
of war, as well as peace ; but,as he has been at extraordinary
charges in bringing of them home this year, the negociants are
willing to allow him thirteen or fourteen per cent. in confidera-
tion of it.  If he arbitrarily refolves to take more, befides ruin-
ing his trade, which entirely ftands upon the faith of thofe con=
ventions, he fo far exafperates France, that he may depend upon
their entering x—-‘igorouﬂy into a war againft him ; and even with
that, he will not have half enough to make good his engage-
ments to the emperor ; no, not even to pay his arrears.

It is, then, probable, that he will either break thofe cngage-
ments, and {ign a peace with us, or feize upon the whole freight
of the galleons; in which cafe France would find itfelf fo con-
cerned as to be compcl!{:d to right itfelf by arms, as principal in
the quarrel, notas ally.

But as fuch a violence, fo contrary to treaties and to the in-
terefts of Spain, would render the queen odious to the nation,

: even
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fhould be carried on with fuccefs, there
n to think the will not vent h, conhidering the
ion for abdication, and the uncertainty her .I.'u.*.ll][}’

1
e war

even th
is great rea
Lmé pa
is in. I have Rill-a farther reafon to hope we {} hall have peac

but it is not proper to mention it I fhall only la}, that, 4as
the queen’s ambition for the eftablithment of her family was
the foundation of the Vienna treaty, a juft fenfe of the c Ju“h-cu.n ;
].‘rt]’lll[‘l& impofhibility, of nhuurmg it upon that plan, “nd a
more ealy and reafonable one offered to her, may reconcile her
to the ]‘I'IU\I['I{JIH]: treaty. ' After all;, my dear Sir, I make no
doubt but, let things come out ever fo well, puople will ‘not
want objections 'md Lmnplamts, Perfe@tion is fo impoflible to
be attained, and we are fo apt to expedt it, that it 1510 vain
to thope any meafures can be taken, that 1'.111 meet with a ge-
neral ﬂ})z‘-!'ﬂb&ltlt]ﬁ. The badnefs of the weather, {carcity of
corn, and even the ficklinefs 'of the times, are laid to the mi-
niftry’s charge; and {o they would, if, initead of ]1‘1:1[;1[‘.% alli=
ance with l*ram_e we were now quarrelling with it to gratify
the emperor. But you, I am fure, will be fatisfied, if by
the negociations here our trade and honour is fcuhcd and
{o they will be, or we fhall adjourn to Flanders. Ilm ex-
Lcllcncv defires his humble fervice to you. I hope my be-
loved mother is well. Pray my humble duty to !1L1. And I
am, .dear Sir,

Your dutiful fon, &c.

The courier from Madrid is expected in
five or fix days.
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DEAR,SLR, Paris, Augult 13,

S the courier brings you this, and there is no danger of
its being opened, I “make no feruple to 1cqu.1u1t you w:Lh
all T know of the negociations ; but onl_y' muft beg you to tak
no notice of it to any bodv :

The queen of Spain has, as well from her own experience
as the fkilful upr{,{_..nfatmn from Mr, hu_nc, been made fo
fenfible of the infincerity of the emperor in the promifes he
has made her, and the little fhe could rely upon them, that
the 1s ".1lllr15 to throw herfelf, and all her mtcrdu, into the
hands of England, provided that we, together with France and
Holland, w nuld engage to fecure the fucceffion of . T ufcany and
Parma to don Carlos, by Spanifh garrifons to be placed in
thém, orat leaft Swifs troops in the Spanith pay. This laft
condition is contrary to the quadruple alliance, which provides
for the fuccellion of don Carlos to thofe dutchies; but ftipu-
lates that mw (hall be held by neutral garrifons. However,
the allies of Hanover have Emmght fit to grant it upon better
terms, and to guarantee the difpofition they have made againit
any power who fhall oppole or trouble it. It is the intereft
of all Europe, that the fucceflion of thole countries {hould be
{fecured to Spain. The emperor is too powerful already, and

¥

may become mafter of the liberties of Italy, if he has not a
neighbour in thofe ftates who will 5:--'-: llwn « enough to ch ek
face of ilt'}-lil'* in Furope is much ch Lm--'-_]. {11 ice

lliance, which was formed to prevent '11:, mif=

sht have en fued from the diff: 1i11-

that of Spain; wh L Soil-

fons has no end than to prevent the n _ ones
that would' arife from their too clofe union. {hall not en-

quire whether, in the former treaty, we did not.compliment th-c.




E 8 T 4T VEER ol i@

emperor too far, nor take notice how ill we have been requited ;
but I am fure we fhall gain more by obliging Spain, and make
the balance more even.  The only difficulty to be confidered is,
whether this ought to have been done without the emperor’s
participation, or whether we can make good fuch a difpofition
without endangering the peace. In regard to the firft, it is cer-
tain, the imperial court has no reafon to expe& any confidence
from the allies of Hanover, after the many inftances of infince-
rity: and  mauvaife foi they have given us during the whole
courfe of the negociations,

We have very fure grounds to think, they have made the fame
propolals to the queen of Spain, for other purpoles, without com-
municating it to us 3 but is it likely fhe would accept it from
their hands, rather than from ours, whofe fincerity (he has
experienced, and who have power and means to make good
our engagements ? Had we acquainted the emperor with our
projedt, and fued him to come in to it, it would have been mak-
ing him mafter of the negociations, and thereby hazarded their
being prolonged to what length he pleafed, which, confidering
the juft impatience of the Englith nation, would have been worlfe
than concluding them by a war with Spain. One with the
emperor is little to be feared, confidering the formidable {trength
of the alliance, and the difficulties that prince lies under from
the unlettled flate of the fucceflion. It is more probable he
will come into peaceful meafures, as more conformable to his
fituation and the humour of his minifters, who are all of them
averfe to war. But it is undoubted, that our refufing the queen
of Spain her demands for don Carlos, would have forced her
defperately to clofe with the emperor’s propofal, and enter into
any engagements for the interefts of her fon, to which (as fhe
told Mr, Keene) the had full more left to facrifice. If we had
provoked her to a war, we muft have fpent millions to obtain
by force what this treaty gives us upon a condition, which it is
our intereft to grant, We expect a courier in a day or two

from
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from Mr. Keene, who will inform us more certainly than Ban-
niers has, what to expeét both from Spain and the emperor.
Mr. Poyntz fays, the effe@s of the galleons will not be delivered
quites {o {foon as you C\punc but that he hopes it will not be long
firft, It is very probable the article I have mentioned, as the
fundamental one, in the treaty of Soiflons,’ will be a fecret one,
and figned iup:irﬂtt:]v by the Englith, bpdmﬂ'ﬁ, French, 'wd
Dutch.  The infinite variety of interefts which have affern-
bled fo many powers: w ill, I hope be {peedily adjufted ; though
vou will own it is a work of tm,c, and not fo fuddenly to be
brrmrrhr .lbmar as fome lomtc ians in" England feem to think.
The affair of Mecklenburgh is the moft troublefome, and one
of the moft important. II B. M. is ftrenuous in oppofing
the Aulick council; and itis happy for the ftates of the em-
pire; that they have fo powerful a protector of their rights and
liberties. As foon as our difpatches arrive from Spain, you
fhall hear the refult of all I have acquainted you with in this.

I am- very pmud of the honour you did me, in approving
of the reafoning in my la (t; it was founded upon Mr. Poyntz’s
difcourle, and t]w papers E had the goodnefs tolet me fee,
which I made the beflt vfe of I could.. I am obliged to Mr.
Pope for enquiring after me, and beg you would return my
compliments.

Nobedy can have a higher opinion of his poetry than I
have; but I am forry he wrote the Dunciad.

I mott hearti 13,r rejoice that you Lmuy your health, and pray
God to continue it.  His ur.,ulr:ucy is well, and defires his
compliments,

I am, dear Sir,

Your dutiful fon, &ec.

G. La

6o
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DEAR SIR, Paris, Auguft

am glad you find the news I fent you fo gene

but mufl beg parden for an incorre&t expreli lion that ef L.]J e
me in my Jaf’r, having faid - that A%, of H. guaranteed the
fucceflion to D. G. which I believe, is only true of England,
France, and Holland.

Pour ece que regarde M. Keene, je puis feulement vous dire
quil me femble que nos miniftres nnt toujours fait beaucoup
de cas de fon habilité, et qu'ils ont beaucoup deferé a fes con-
feils en tout ce que regarde la cour crl""p:lgnc. Je fgais auils
que fon fentiment a tULl jours ¢té d'en ploier jamais les me-
paces en traitant avec CLttL. cour 3 parceque, connoiflant la fierté
Efpagnole, il croyoit qu'on ne pcmrmt rien gagner d'eux par
€gs moyens : celt pourquoi il etoit d’avis, ou de venir 4 une
guerre ouverte, fans nous arrcter a faire des menaces, ou de

roceder par des voyes de douceur comme nous avons fait jul~
quieli Voila fon {yftéme; et on s'eft bien trouvL de P'avoir ﬁmf:.
Il me p'nmtdautant plus. raifonnable que je ne croy pas quon
auroit jamais ph intimider la reine d Llp.lp;m: qm, de I'humeur
dont elle eft, ne fe feroit pas mife en peine de voir le. royaume
de fon mari plo:‘_;L. dans tous les mauxde la guerre, ' pourvy
que cela ‘n'eut pas empeché fes deffeins en I.z*.cvr de fon fils,
Elle fe regarde comme une etrang
deux: jours en Efpagne, fi le roi venoit a mourir ou i abd liquer
la couronne. Mais i‘l‘urn je ne pretens p ‘a_] ultifier tous les pas
de M. Keene, dont quelquefuns peuvent avoir été trop peu
rt‘ﬁ)ﬁﬂucux auxi ofdres qu’il i recus.  Vous dites que l'article
de IS. guarantce pourroit l:u,.'L etre conteflté en d’autres endroits
que d Vienne. Je le crois; car il y a un certain parti chez
nous, qui elt fort dans les intérets de l'empereur, et qui fera
lans

>, et ne sattend pas 4 refteg
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fans doute fort facht de voir le peu de foins que nous en pre-
pons. Mais laiffons murmurer ces meflieurs-14 ; et faifons tou-
jours une bonne paix, fans nous fougier de leur micontent=
$ ) decifivement fur le de-
dommagement L'i-:s portes de nos marchands: c'eft une chole
a :UHTJILLL, m ais je doute de fon execution. Ce quil y a d’ af-
furé c'eft gu'on reparera les torts de ‘notre commerce; et gu'on
le mettera en feureté pour avenir.

ments. ] ne F‘:!E:E EI&S Vous reponare

Dieu {cait i ce que je vous curf.‘. eft ~bon. Frangois, car je
n'ay pas aflcz de tems pour I'¢tudier, ni pour ‘en  corriger le

moindre mot.
G 'Is
| VR T i e i 1t XIX.
MONSIEUR, Paris, Auglil‘: 30-
J OUS avons recu des nouvelles fort extraordinaires d’Han-
novre ; feavoir, que le roi fe voit fur le point d'etre atta-
qué dans fes etats par fon voifin le roi de Pruffe. Ce prince a
une {i forte inclination pour le grands hommes, q qu'il les prend
par tout ou il les trouve; et il vient nouv ellement de faire en-
lever par fes officiers plufi urs fujets d’ JI:m novre, qui avoient le
malheur d’etre deftinées par leur taille a entrer dans fes' troupes,
fans demander leur confentement, ou celui du roi leur maitre.
8. M. fe croyant u‘ﬂifv’- a faire des repri 1.-.;i’.-\.-::. arreta tous les
Pruffiens qui fe trouvoient alors dans ic ctatsy mais il pr{'Jm;E
eh méme tems, au roi de Prufle, de les mettre tous en libertc,
auffitot que lui de fon cotc auroit congedie les Hannoveriens.
Le procedé etoit fort equitable; mais Frederic declara, que fi
le roi ne lui envoyoit pas une autre refponfe plus fatisfaGoire
avant un jour qu'il lui marqua, il viendra s'en faire raifona la
tete du quatre vingt m 1ille hommes.
Comme le roi ne fe mit pas en peine de fes menaces, et laiffa
pafler le tems prefcrit, S. M. P. donna ordrés 4 cinquante mille
TS hommes
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hommes de fes troupes, de marcher en diligence aux frontiers;
et pour faire voir qu'il etoit bien {erieux, il debourfa une grofle
fomme, pour les entretenir. De facon que nous fommes z la
veille d’'unc guerre au milieu de nos negociations pour la paix,
et pour une fujet qui n’a aucun raport aux difference que nous
travaillons 4 terminer, nous ne doutons pas que I'empereur ne
fomente fous main la querelle, etqu'il ne tache d’allumer un feu
de cette etincelle qui embraferoit toute IAllemagne. On travaille
pourtant & l'etouffer avant qu’il eclate; mais on a tout & eraindre
de la folie du roi de Pruffe, et des artifices de la cour impe-
riale. - Comme ce roi a une armie fur pied beaucoup plug
forte que celle de S. M. B. et que le pays d’Hannovre eft tout
ouverte ; il eft a craindre que lennemi n’y fafle de grands
progres avant que le roi pourra fe mettre en etat de I"'empe-
cher. ;

Les {uites d’une pareille entreprife feroient aflurement faneftes
a laggrefleur; mais les commencements pourront bien etre
facheux pour fa majefts. - Ce n’eft pas la premiere extravagance
de cette nature que le roi de Prufica faite; il a autrefois
clevé: un merchand Suedois, qui voyagoit dans le voifinage de
fes etats, et plufieurs Saxons, pour les forcer de fervir dans fes
troupes; ¢t on acu beaucoup de peinea lui perfuader de les
rendre aux inftances et aux menaces des puiffances intereffZes.
Je croy que de toutes les tetes couronnés de Iunivers ceft la
plus infenfle. Il fe peut bien que vous avez deja intendu
cette nouvelle 3 mais comme je la tiens de fon excellence, j'ay
eru qu'il ne feroit pas mal & propos de vous la mander. Il me
flattre que fi la guetre fe faifoit tout de bon, vous m’envoyerez
4 Hannovre; pour ne pas manquer a une {1 belle occafion dé me

f

{ignaler au fervice et 4 la vice du Roi. C'eft une grace -que

Jjattends de votre bonté, et du regard que vous m’avez toujours

temoigné” pour ‘mon honneur et une reputation.  Mais en trois
femaines d'icy nous en parlerons plus certainement ; et alors je
prendrai le parti que vous jugerez le plus convenable. Son

5 excellence
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excellence & &té fort | indifpofé, mais il commenee & fe-retablir.
Jelpere que vous vous portez bien, et que Madame elt arrivée
fans accident a Hagley.

Your moft dutiful {en,
G. L.

MR
L. B TodF i Reng (X%

DEAR.BLR, Paris,| Septs 8,

UNDAY by four o'clock we had the good news of a

dauphin, and fince that time I have thought myfelf in
Bedlam. The natural gaiety of the nation is fo improved on
this occafion, that they are all ftark mad with joy, and do
nothing but dance and fing about the fireets by hundreds, and
by thoufands. The expreflions of their joy are admirable: one
fellow gives notice to the public, that he defigns to draw teeth
for a week together upon the Pont Neuf gratis. The king is
as proud of what he has done, as if he had gained a kingdom 3
and tells every body that he fees, gu/'il [caura bien faire des fils
tant qu’il ooudra.  We are to have a fine fire-work to-morrow,
his majefty being to fup in town.

The duke of Orleans was fincerely, and without any affec-
tation, tranfported at the birth of the dauphin.

The {ucceflion was a burthen too heavy for his indolence to
fupport, and he pioufly fings halleluja for his happy delivery

from it. 'The good old cardinal cried for joy.. It is very late,
and I have not {lept this three nights for the {quibs and crackers,
and other noifes that the people make in the fireets ; {fo muft
beg leave to conclude, with affuring that I am, dear Sir,

r ron 5 P i
Your afe&ionate and du

693
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DE AR S1R, Paris, Sept. 14,

"I"HE difference with Pruffia is nearly compofed ; that king

being intimidated with the firmnefs he found in his ma-
jefty’s allies to ftand by him in cafe of a rupture, which he
flattered  himfelf they would not have done, efpecially the
French. On the other fide, Sickendorf the imperial minifter,
(who had intimated, in private difcourfe with the Danifh fecre-
tary, that if the king of G. B. called in any of his allies to his
afliftance againft Pruffia, his mafter would think him obliged
to affift that kingdom with his forces) being afked in council,
“ whether the king of Pruffia might depend upen fuccours from
“ his imperial majefty ;” replied, ¢ that he had no orders to pro-
“¢ mife any.” I fuppolt, you have a more ample account of this
affair from Mr. Weft, fo fhall fay no more of it. Mr. Poyntz has
been very ill ; but, I thank God, is on the mending hand,

We are now in the middle of September; and though the
thoughts of leaving fo kind a friend are very unpleafing to me,
yet as I am now at the lateft term T ever propofed, and as a
further delay would make my journey to Italy impracticable, I
am obliged to mention it to you, and to defire immediate
leave to fet out that way,

His excellency himfelf advifes me not to defer it any lon-
ger, the winter being the proper feafon for feeing Rome; and
this we are now in, for paffing the Alps.

It is probable he will not be long in France; and therefore
it is not worth my while, for a month or two longer, to lofe the
opportunity of my travelling as T always defigned.

I hope I have given you no realons to alter your firft inten-
tions of fending me to Italy, a country I long to fee, and

P o = =]
svhere I may expeét to improve myfelf conildcrably.

You
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You will undoubtedly thank Mr. Poyntz, upon my taking
leave of him, for the many, and indeed infinite, obligations I
have to him, which do me fo much honour, and of which I
have fo d(_q:- afenfe. I protcf’f to you, my dear Sir, that as
you are the only perfon in the world to whom I am more in-
debted than to him, fo, after you, there is nobody whom I more
love and honour, and to ferve whom I would facrifice life and

fortune fo willi

i"}f’.l}" as Mr. Poyntz. Were he a primtf: man,
and divefted of that luftre which great abilities and cmp]o_},-
ments c1'|-,g, h “.1, his virtues (*"u\' '.nu.rl 'TLL.E him the veneration
and love of all the w orld. :\1} nearnels to him has given me
opportunity to ftudy his character, and I have found it more
b mLm:! ar 1d perfet the clofer 1 locked into and examined it.
I propofe to myfelf a great deal of plealure in telling you fome
particulars of ‘his condu@, which his moc cﬂf concealed from
eyes that were lefs intent upon him than mine.

You neced not give yourfelf the trouble of locking out for
recommendations Ior me to- any of the Italian courts, T being
acquainted with their minifters here, and not doubting but I
{hall have as many as I want.

The tumult of the people for the dauphin is a little over,

and. the nation are returning to their {enfes. I remain,
Dear Sir, your dutiful fon, &c.
G L.
EE T B R R K
DEAR SIR, Paris, Sept. 27.

‘l\v,-"'[l{. Sta:aholﬁc is on his way to Spain, The caprice and
“"* ftubbornnefs of the king of L~rrwr.'f1 (which is not always to:
be gm'cr[;t:d even by his wife) made it neceffary to fend a mi-
nif'r:"r to that court, of too much weight and authority. to be
trifed with. It is a melancholy reflexion, that the wilelt

4 ccuncils
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councils’and beft meafures! for the ‘public! good ‘are' fometimes
to be'fruftrated 'by the folly and incapacity ‘of one man |

How' low is ‘the fervitude of human' kind, when ‘theyiare
reduced to refpeét the extravagance, and court the pride, of a
{enfelefs creature, who 'has'no' other charaéer of royalty, than
power. to do mifchief!

However, 1 hope, all will turn out well, and that his Ca-
tholic majefty will behave himfelf a little like a king, finee
the queen will have him be one in fpite of his teeth. ~ About
three months ago, fhe caught him going down ftairs at mid-
night, to abdicate, in his night-gown. He was {o incenfed at
the furprize and difappointment, that he beat her cruelly, and
would have ftrangled her if fhe had not called for help.

This attempt of his alarmed her terribly, and put her upon
carrying him about Spain, to amufe him with feeing fights, in
order to keep St. Ildefonfo out of his head. The journey has
coft immenfe fums, fo that the indult and treafure they expe&
from Lima is already mortgaged, and the king more in debt
than ever.

I have a word or two to add to my French letter, upon the
{ucceflion of don Carlos,  There is a fecret article in the
quadruple alliance, not much attended to, which fays, that in
cafe the Dutch fhould-be unwilling to pay their thare of the
neutral garrifons, ‘the king of Spain fhould, if he pleafed, take
upon himfelf to furnifh their quota for them (thatis, two thou-
fand men).

ARTICLE SEPARE,

% Que fi les Seigneurs' Etats Generaux des Provinces Unies
¢¢ des Pais Bas trouvoient qu'il leur fut trop a chargé de fournir
¢ leur quote part des fubfides qui feront payez aux Caatons
¢ ‘Suiffes, ‘pour les garrifons de Livourne, Porto Feraio, de
¢« .Parme, et de Plaifance, ‘felon la teneur du traitd d’alliance
“ conclue ce jourd'huy ; il a éeé declaré expreflement par cet
% article feparé, et convenu entre les quatre parties contractantes,

‘“ que
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¢ que dans ce cas le roi Catholique pourra fe charger de la
* portion qu’aurcient a payer les Seigneurs Etats Generaux.”’

By which it is plain, that the fifth article was not defigned
to be firi&ly underitood ; but that, notwithftanding the prohi-
bition there exprefied, a proportion of troops, in Spanifh pay,
might be admitted into Italy. But, what is of much greater
importance, there is a private article in the Vienna treaty,
by which the emperor is allowed exprefsly to fend a body of
8,000 imperialifts into Tufcany and Parma, upon the death of
the prefent poffeffors. This 1s {o certain, that upon the illnefs
of the grand duke, which was apprehended to be mortal, the
imperial minifter actually wrote to haften the march of the
troops that way. This point the emperor obtained without
our knowledge or confent, in contradiction to the terms of a
treaty which we made in favour of his intereits, and in preju-
dice to our own. And yet he and his friends complain of us,
for fecuring ourfelves againit his breach of treaty, by giving up
an article we are no ways concerned in, and which he had
made fo light of himfelf.

One would be aftonithed how Spain could be prevailed upon
to yield him fuch a point; but the whole Vienna treaty 1s per-
fect infatuation on that fide, where every real advantage is given
up to the chimerical marriage with the arch-dutchefs.

Mr. Poyntz is better ; but the deep concern he takes in every
incident that affe@s the negociation, much retards his recovery.

lever did man love his country better, or was more ative in
its fervice. I have been much out of order, with a diftemper
that has been univerfal at Paris, and is probably owing to the
Seine water 3 but 1 am very well again.

I am troubled and uneafy at my expences here, though you
are fo good and generous not to mention them inany of your
letters. I am guilty of no extravagance; but do not know
how to fave, as fome people do.. This is the time of my life
in which money will be ill faved, and your goodunels is lavith

4+ U of
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of it to me I think without offending your prudence. My

dear Sir, I know no happinefs but in your kindnefs ; and if ever
I lofe that, I am the worft of wretches, I remain, Sir,
Your dutiful fon, &ec.

G. L.

BLRO TPELgue iR SR gy

PEAR SIR, Faris, O&. 6.

I HAVE the greateft thanks to return you for the many
proofs of confidence and affe&ion you gave me in your laft,
and fhall labour to deferve that goodnefs which is fo kind and
complaifant. to my defires. I (hall, in obedience to your or-
ders, {et out for Italy to-morrow, where I hope to make fuch
improvements as will anfwer the expence of the journey.
But whatever uclvantagc or l:nl*.:aihre I may propofe, I cannot,
without a fenfible afliGtion, take leave of my dear friend: Mr,
Poyntz, of whofe favours to me I have fo deep a fenfe; that I
cannot too often exprefs my acknowledgements. The time I
have enjoyed his company has been fpent fo happily, and fo
much to my honour and advantage, that I do not know how
to reconcile my thoughts to a period of it. It is not fo much
the livelinefs of his wit, and uncommon ftrength of his Judge-
ment, that charm me in his converfation, as thofe great and
noble fentiments, which would have been admired by ancient
Rome, and have done honour to the moft virtuous ages.

He is going to his country-feat, where I hope: the air, and a
little: repofe from the fatigue of bufinefs, will entirely reflore
his health, I fhall obferye your cautions againft grapes, new
wine, and pretty women,  though they are all very tempting,
but dangerous things.

I have time for no-more now, but to affure you of my duty
and affe@tion. I have wrote to my lord Cobham upon my

3 gomng
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going torItaly. His excellency thanks you for yout letter, aid
il vitiee: - o8 you'as foon as he gets to Haute Fontaine, I
have the p}elfure of being able to affure you, that the final
proje& of a treaty fent to bp‘nn, is cntuclv fatisfactory and
honourable, and that it contains a full redrefs and reparation
for all abufes, grievances, and wrongs.
I am, dear Sir, with due refpe&,
Your moft dutiful fon,

G. L.
AR Ak
: S DR TR ERS el XXIV.
5.1R, Haute Fontaine, Of&. 18.

MR Ly ttelton will have acquainted you with my removing
4 to this place, the day before he left Paris, for the bene-
fit of the air, and exercife of the country, whlLIl has almoﬁ
reftored me to health., The firft ufe I made of it, Sir, i
to return you my fincere thanks, for making me fo lmlg happy
in his ﬂruod company, which, I may with great truth f. fay, has
contributed more than any thing elfe, to make the tedioufnefs
of this {plendid banithment fupportable to me, and to foften
the impreflions which the many perverfe turns of the negocia-~
tions muft have made upon my mind. I wifh it had been in
my power to make equal returns:* his good- nature difpofes him
to over-value them, fuch as they were; butl can only hope,
that our future acquaintance may afford me opportunity of
difcharging fome part of the debt.

His behaviour has continued uniformly the fame as I de-
feribed it laft winter, and I am morally fure will never alter, in
any country, or any part of life, for the worfe. His health is
liable to frequent mmrrupuom though ‘not dangerous ones,
nor of any long continuance. They kem to proceed chiefly
from an ill ditrLﬂ10n, which, T believe, may fometimes be oc-

g S cafioned
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cafioned by ‘the vivacity of his ‘imagination’s ' purfuing fome

agrecable’ thought too intenfely, and diverting the {pirits from
Ilmu proper fun&:on, even at meals ; for we have often been
obliged at that time to recall him from reveries that made him
almoft abfent to his: company, though without the leaft tinc-
ture of melancholy.

I mention this laft circumftance as a peculiar felicity of his
temper ; melancholy and fpleen being the rock on which
minds of {o delicate a texture as his are moft in danger of
fplitting. I havefeen two orthree inftances of it myfelf in young
gentlemen of the greateft hopes; and the ep?lil\:s wrote by
Languett, to Sir Philip Sy dne}, upon an acquaintance contract-
ed like ours abroad, ‘bring his particular cafe to my mind.

No young geutlcmﬂu ever promifed more ; but returning to-
England, confcious of his own worth, and full of more re-
fined notions of honour, virtue, and friendfhip, than were to
be met with in courts and parliaments, and in that mixed herd
of men with whom bufinefs muft be tranfadled, he conceived
a total difguft for the world; ‘and, retiring mtolhr. country, fat
down with puu.nce to conlumc Lhe vigour of his imagination
and youth in writing a trifling romance. I can with plm{ure
aflure you, that 1 fuz' no f\m]‘tc:-m of this kind in Mr. Lyt-
telton ; ‘his mind is ever chearful and a&ive and full of fach
a benevolence towards his friends and relations in England; as
well as fuch zeal for the honour and interefts of his country,
as, I verily believe, will never let him fink down into indolence
and inadtion. Howevery this ficknefs of the mind, and an ill
ftate of bodily health, ‘which naturally influence and promote
one the other, are the two points moft neceflary to guard
inft, in a nature the moft exempt from faults I ever met

I ought to afk pardon, for indulging this liberty, if T were
not writing''to the ‘beft of fathers; though this very circum-
Rance m “I» es all my care fuperfluous; but the friendfhip your

{fon
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fon has exprefled for me. ever fince his being here, and more
particularly - in -my late /illnefs, and at parting, is too ftrong.
upon my mind, to {fuffer me to fupprefs any hint that may be
of the moft diftant ufe to him, or may convince you of the
fincerity of that refpe&, with which I am, Sir,
Your moft humble, and obedient fervant,
8. Poyntz.”
R K
) s Gl g silia) TR XEV.

DEAR SIR, Lions, O&. 16i
CAME well to Lions laft Friday, after a very pleafant:
journey, if the roads had been a little better.. I am mighti—

ly pleafed with this fine city, and could be willing to flay
longer in it; but it begins to ran, and: I muit make hafte:to
pals the: Alps.

I cannot take leave of France, without {fending you: a few
obfervations upon the prefent flate of it; but ldo it upon
condition, that you thall fhew them to ncbody, though they
fhould have the good fortune to pleafe you.

The prefent king is fo little known, either to his fubjeés or
foreigners, that the firft bhave not much to fay in his praife,
and. the latter are at full lit ta {fuppofe what they pleafe to
his difadvantage. For this reafon, and perhaps from a little
pleafure we take in mortifying the French, we have generally a
worfe notion of him than he really deferves. We reprefent
him: as ill-natured, brutal, and. incapable of bufinefs; but
this chara@er. does not juftly belong to him ini any one partis

cular.

I have enquired into the truth of the ftories we are told: of
his- barbarity, and: find them. entirely falfe. '« He has. thewn
great marks of good-nature, particularly to the queen; in being
the only man in France that did not hate her for not.bringing

1
nim:
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him a fon, His behaviour to thofe about him is perfedily, af-
fable and ealy ; I think more fo than is confiftent with majeity.

There 1s no one a& of violence or injuftice that can be
laid to his charge; nothing vicious or irregular in his con-
du&. As to his incapacity for bufinefs, they are much mif-
taken who fuppofe that he does nothing but hunt and {lecp.
1 know for certain, that there is no affair of moment, either
foreign or domeitick, that the cardinal does not communicate
to him. I believe, indeed, he always acquiefces in his mi-
nifter’s opinion ; but he is conftantly confulted and let in to
all the fecret of affairs before any body elfe is trufted with
it, even the garde des feeaux himfelf. Nor is this confi-
dence ever prejudicial ; for he is mafter of an impenetrable
lecrecy, which is a good deal owing to the natural phlegm
and refervednefs of his temper. It is_hard to fay whether he
has courage or not; but the cardinal thinks he has; and dreads
to engage him in a war for fear he thould grow too fond pof it,
He'is cold, unaftive, and infenfible to all kind of pleafures ;
his very hunting does not delight him ; and this is what the
French are angry at: they love that their monarch fhould be
gallant, magnificent, and ambitious, and do not care what price
they pay for it, provided there be great news from Flanders,
and fine entertainments at Verfailles.

Lewis the Fourteenth underflood their genius, and humoured
it, in his wars and in his amours ; but the frugality of the pre-
{ent court, and the dullnefs of a continued peace, are things
they cannot relifh.

In truth, his majefty’s worft fault is a kind of bafhful ti-
midity, which makes him fhun all occafions for fhewing him{elf,
and has very much the air of heavinefs. He is devout, which
may degenerate into bigotry, as it did in his grandfather. = It
is to be feared, from the eagernels he exprefles of winning
money at play, that he may. grow avaricious ; but that 1s not
always a certain fign: his virtues and vices will probably re-

main
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main as much concealed as they are now, during the life of the
cardinal’; ‘but at 'his death, Hittuv and love m ay give him a
new turn; or his mfpoﬁnon, l'un-f no longer under any check,
may exert itfelf more conﬁnuunuﬂy Upon the whole, there
appears nothing fhining, nothing elevated or commanding. - in
his chara&er, but 'fuch a mediocrity as may make his people
eafy, and very capable of governing a kingdom, where there
are no fa&ions to contend wnh, and no (1f1ﬁe£’mm to over-
come. - His firft minifter is the moft abfolute that ever exer-
cifed that authority in France, not éxc cptma even Richelieu.
There is not one man in the whole nation dares fpeak of any
bulinefs to the king befides himf{elf, and thofe i'm.'.i.'cii:su!]‘ un-
der his dire@ion. The parliament is hardly the fhadow of what
it was, The princes of the blood, and the nobility, are all
penfioners and dependants of the court, from the chl\fss and
marfhals of France to the loweft officer in the fervice; their
intereft, once fo formidable to the power of the miniflry, is re-
duced to fuch a degree of weaknefs, that not one of them, if he

hid courrage to rebel, is able to raife fifty foldiers aganft the king.

And, what 1s of no lefs moment, the women are quitr-' out of
play, and are obliged to content themfelves with love-intrigues,
inffead of cabals ‘ti_{!]hl’t the miniftry, to which they have a
more violent inclination. So that the authority of the cardinal
is without bounds; the difpofal of all dignities and employ-
ments is folely in his huhds; and all bufinefs both at home and
:lbrmd 1s nm:m;g\,c] by his m |1‘._iﬂ1'_r,r and ‘orders. The ufe he has
made of this authority has been fo juft and beneficial to the
flate, ‘that, except the Janfenifts, whom he treats with too
much rigour, the nation 'is @ '1‘4:"1]]_'} fe.d.lbill._(] with his admi-
niftration. He found the ]50f1 almoft ruined by the fatal
[yfleme of the Miffifipi ; hc king’s finances iil ﬂhu.c_d, and his
‘treafures wafted in needlefs 1.Ln.1c.m and’ profufe - expences.
The principlc of his conduét therefore wis, to eafe the people,
to'zeflore their decaying trade, tofave the king all the nwn]ey

he
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he was able, and to retrench all fuperfluous  goings-out.  But,
in order to do this, he was convinced of ‘the neceflity of main-
raining) peace by all the means that were confiftent with the
fafety and honour of the ftate. This has always been his in-
tention in all treaties and alliances with foreign powers, parti=
cularly Great Britain, with whom he has cultivated the ftriGeft
fri::ndﬂlip, becaufe he 1s fenfible that we have the fame views as
he has for the prefervation of the public tranquillity. On the
contrary, Spain and the emperor, by a turbulent and ambitious
conduét; have alarmed and put him upon his guard, and he has
given his allies the ftrongeft proofs of being determined to bring
them to reafon. At home he has conflantly purfued his plan
of {aving the public money; and it is thought, if he lives five
years longer, and the peace continues, the king’s revenues will

¢ upon a better footing, and his treafury fuller, than they have
been under any minifter this fifty years. He is himfelf a great
delpifer of wealth, and confequently uncorrupt, living modeitly,
and without any affe&ation of pomp or grandeur.

The greateft complaint againft him is the perfecution of the
Janfenifts, to whom he is a bitter enemy; not, however, out of
love to the Jefuits, but becaufe it is a maxim of his policy, not
to fuffer any difference of opinions, but to oblige every body to
hold one faith, that he may the eafier keep them under one
maiter. As for the Jefuits, they gain no advantage by the fe-
verities againit their antagonilts, except the pleafure of revenge,
for their ambition is very much reftrained; and, though one of
them be confeffor to the king, the cardinal has denied him the
privilege of nominating to benefices, which ufed to attend that
place, and contributed more than any thing to raife the power
and credit of the order.

Neither does he fuffer them to meddle at all in politicks ; it
being another of his maxims, not to permit the members of an
fect or order whatever to have any thing to do with ftate affairs,
becaufe it is to be feared that fuch perfons, having a feparate in-

% tereft
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tereft from.the ftate, will jprefer the advantage of their particular
body to the general, upon all occafions where they interfere.
And of the truth of. this there are many. inf
very reverfe of Maz I.m, both in his. temper tion;
IlﬁTLd;lIJ_} honeft and Lmru re, he hates all artifice in bufinefs, and
i therefore very much difgufted with the in
who affe& finefle and tricking in their negociations more tl
any other court, Nobody has more fweetnefs-and humanity in
his. difpofition. . 3

Ances. .~ He 1 18 the

J.J"'IlJL.'

‘;!."_".'l..l.] I‘.‘l-..':-l’ CTs;

'T‘LLL;.)]L 5 without di ’[Ltl'llll[

y -moral -and I'L.JE_JLOU.\,
ufpeéted of a little gallantry.
g very infinuating in his wit, and very }11-up-_-5-
for.a courtier; but no Lxlhuulmh. talents: . [Had he comea
little: earlier to the miniftry, he would -have been more know-
ing, and have made a greater figure. . He has a paternal affec-
tion for the king’s perfon, and an ardent zeal for his fervice ; and
it is believed, that were his majelty to die, the old t*L“lt}{'fﬂﬁil
would retire wholly from bufinels, and take care of n ulmm_‘ but

his falvation. . You fee by the account I have ~r1\».1 you, that he

i15.not.the crooked politician we take him for in 14.14;_1.]c], nor
: .

from his dignity ; his
.1uugh in his younger

There is fomethi

yet fo.weak as fome here are apt to think himj; but a man of

Tone dnpen ansesC ity Gl g, oI or s rite
plain fenfe, that ays down a realopable {cheme, and purfues/it
I ? |
conftantly and fairl ¥

I come now Lt:- fay fomething of the people; but their cha-
rafter is fo well known in England, that it would be '.-';:'3-' im-
pegtinent to talk about it, I {hall enly obferve, that if the king
had died before the birth of a dawphin, the famereafon which

renders them fubmiffive to the l]t\.1 nt government, would have

made them all rebels to the duke of Orleans; I mean l!'.-l.;l“ai'.lll—-
ciple of divine, una alterable, ]1-.::3l|1‘. ALY TIg In. The cle:

enjoy. a third of the Lm.[‘ in France, and who inall nations are
preachers of the. jus divinwm becaufe they pretend toiit.them-
{elves, would no doubt have been very zealous for the king of

4 X Spain ;

- L
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Spain ; but at prefent they are very good fubje@s, only a little
refraltory agallzﬂ: the conflitution Uz genitus.  The duke of Ber-
wick, who 1s at the head of the 1mw, is ftrongly for the Eng-
lith alliance; and fo is marfhal Villars.

It remains to give fome account of the trading part, which,
to the Q_;rnt znufmtune of this nation, is the In_d)[ confiderable
of the three. When cardinal Richelieu came firft to the mi-
niftry, the naval power of France was in fo low and defpicable
condition, that a nation, formidable by land to all its neigh-
bours, was liable to be infulted at {c_.L I*" every little corfair dI'Id
privateer.  In the fpace of a few 1.&1:5, that great man fo im-
proved their fhipping, that they began to be able to make head
againft the {ftrongeft maritime powers. Afterwards his difciple,
M. Colbert, upon the plan his mafter had traced him out, car-
ried their commerce to fuch a pmut that it alarmed the :g.lluuiv
of the Englith and Dutch as much as their acquifitions on the
continent. TIV“' gained great eftablifhments in America;
they fet up various Ill':llll.]fué-tlllﬂ"’a, they got all the treafures of
the flota and galleons into their hands; they became the chief
traders in the LC‘. ant. I need not tell you how much the in-
dolence of Charles the Second, and the weaknefs of his bro-
ther, contributed to this increafe of the French trade: even our
own partial hiftories confefs it, ~ But the wars that fucceeded
the Revolution, the negle@ of the following minifters, the
ff-vm* and o:her ruinous- enterprizes, have fince reduced
them very much ; and, though they are at prefent proteéted by
good fleets, and much -.muum*rul by the court, they are fill
very full of complaints: they are tertmh' exafper :v:“f! wbraln{l the
court of Spain, for their frequent infrations of treaties of com-
merce, in detaining the effeds of the galleons, and deman ding
extravagant indt |]L'> of the prolnr tors ; befides many pall'u}h!
grievances and wrongs, of which it is not proper to enter intoa
detaill, TheE nu]...rl {liento contrad, and the favourable pri-

# MifLfipp.
vileges
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vileges granted to them by the fucceeding conventions, are great
ations to the merchants here; not only as they werein
f that trade themfelves during all the war, but as
of it, to furnifh themfelves with piaftres

mortif

pofiefior
they are in ga'::;ji nees
to carry. on their commerce to the Levant. They pretend we
s in the exercife of our privileges, and

; to elude the refiraints Llic_*; have left us un-

= 3 1
are 'L_.:lnft'f of many ab

that we find mear
der.  They are alfo exceedingly alarmed at our new linen ma-
pufadture in Ireland; which, they imagine, will be greatly
detrimental to the trade of Bretagne and Normandy); no doubt,
with very good reafon. There are {everal late advantages we
have gained over them in the Levant, in Barbary, and the Weft
Indies, at which they are very uneafy, but it 1s likely to be to
little purpofe. The government is made guarantee by feveral
treaties, particularly that of Hanover, to all the branches and
privileges of our trade, as we now enjoy them ; and therefore
they can ncither complain of us, nor look for any fatisfaction
while thofe treaties fubfift, which are in no danger of being
broke.  After all, their country is fo fituated for commerce, fo
fruitful in produdions which others want, and the people are
{o induftrious, that one would imagine, with proper encourage-
ment, they could not fail of gaining the fuperiority over all theur
neighbours.  But, notwithftanding all thefe natural advantages,
the abje@ flavery they are in, the nu mber of hands that are em-
ployed in the military fervice, the fwarms of idle ccclefiaftics,
and, above all, the chimerical diftiné&ion between a gentleman
arid a merchant, will always keep their traffic low ; and the
country will continue in the poverty 1 fee it now, which is more
miferable than I could ever have imagined.

I thall conclude my remarks by obferving, that the roguery
and rapine of the intendants of towns and balliages, and the
partial execution of their power of levying taxes, is a greater
caufe of the ruin of the provinces than the feverity of the go-
vernment.

;1.."2{2 It
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It is indeed the curfe of arbit rary ftates, that the inferior
officers are worle 1:,1Lmts than thofe > they ferve, and revenge
their own flav u}_' upon the wrerches who are ftill lower than
them{elves, by a more gn:»m s infolence and extortion. This,
and the corruption of their courts of m*hu, where favour and
folicitation have more. weight than right or equity, are the
conftitutional maladies of the nation, an nd grown fo habitual to
it that thC} are hardly to be removed. !hml\ God, we know
neither in England ; but are bleft in an impartial a(in‘niniﬂm-
tion of the wifeft Imv and fecured from concuffions and other
violences, by the nubza. privilege we enjoy of being taxed by
none but our reprefentatives.

I am more ftrongly attached to my own country by what I
{ee of the miferies ”IHLL. d, and find rln_ {pirit of Whi goiim grows
upon me under the influence of arbitrary power : JL mh ftll
encreafe when I come into [taly, where the o ppreflion is more
fenfible in its effe@s, and where the fineft country in the
world is quite depopulated by it.

I fet out to-morrow for Geneva, in company with Sir
William Wyndham’s {on, and fhall oo from thence to Turin.
I have fufficiently tired you with fo | long a Lml, o ITul[ end
with afluring you of the refpe& and a affe@ion wi ith which

I am, dear Sir, your dutiful fon,

Guida

E: BilFis P B-RT XXVE
MON CHER PERE, Geneve, O 26.

fLya tthJ s que je fuis a. Geneve; et je vous affure que
~ Jen fuis tout A fait charmé.  Le lac, les montagnes, et les
prn.d(nac es, qui font autour de cette [’L‘i‘t ville, prefentent.la
vue la plus riante et la plus eable qu’on ]mlﬂt. voir 3 et la
fociete en dedans eft aufli polic et aufli fcavante que dans aucun

endroit
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endroit de'l'Ex
peine 4 trouver ‘ailleurs "une fi jolie retrait pour 'exercife et

}‘-f'li.[l' 1:"l.'T‘J"'L". En venant de Lions :n'_"\ :ILJ me {uis un ""LI E."[Lv

ope. Il me paroit qu'on auroit beaucoup de
| 1 1

LE

tournt de ma route, pour voir le f_—;y:‘.;-.;!_ couvent des Chartreux,
qm eft fitué dans un defert affren des ‘rochers et des
preci ipices [J't.iu Jue inaceefTibles, ot di mvolt tomber'des

ts du plus haut fommet des
petite riviere, qui remplit la. p

LOT]

nontagnes, pour former une
fondeur du vallon, et coule
avec beaucoup de rapidite entre des bois ct cﬂa Llui{.un.;ms
dont tout le pais eft couvert. ]n, '
conforme au genie des Chartreux que

P
TONICGALC

r pour v batir leur couvent Ly

e a leur f:iiLE

1.1: 1 ? i & §-
oublier le monde par el aine, et

de toute ce qui peut re \1_|l] r Itm‘ L]:. n eft batie
- !
fimplément, et ne cn.ﬂ‘.u: que dans un long arrangement de

firs. " La maic

cloitres et ci.-c L"]'a‘;};': feparées les unes L]m '111!1._ 5, aveC une

miie

fanté s et ils s'amulent dans leur cellules
mechaniques et laborieufes, qui fervent a

vainere 'enn

i de leur prifon, Tl y en a gep

]

i, n’etant pas propres au travail, languificn

{¢ tuent a force de rever.
M. Wyndham et moi

ey
1§ "L]ll.'.-.\'
11 nous ont

litefle ; et nous ont fait les hc

donnant un bon fouper en m .:'L‘i'kf,

1 1 _'! 3
dans leur cel lules,

pas dans leur maniere c‘.\, ivre 3 le'coun
f

et toutes 165 n 1JII"\._‘I[
-

|

J

@15 'Ol qua

viens dg raire I_-]ﬂl.”J [T VOUS

- nlaitir
2 A
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Pi.u!l, ']"‘}.1" eprouvc en voyant une folirude plus fauvage et
plus rude qa.mu.a“ de celles qu ‘on  nous ('i:ln int dan E '
romances, etod Don Quixote n’auroit pas manqué de trouver
des gﬁans et des enchanteurs. La hauteur pr (;d rieufe des
rnchcrs, le bruit des eaux qui en tombent, 'om bre des bois
dont ils font ornés, et la riviere qui en arrofe ],'; § pieds, forment
une fcene fi nouv L_I]l. et {1 étonnante, qur: le plus habile pingeau
ne viendra j‘uum i bout d’en pemndre la bizarrerie et la beauté.
Je partirai en deux jours pour Turin, ou je ferai une fejour
de deux ou trois femains. Je m’attends a trouver beaucoup
d'incommodit¢ en pafiant les Ill!)(_a, parceque les nieges com-
mengent deja 4 tomber. Iefpr:re de recevoir Eumlot de vos
I‘hou\clies, et de POLIVDI]’ me rejouir de la certitude qu’ elles me
donneront de votre fanté, et de celle de ma chere mere et de

mes freres et feeurs. Adieu.

U

w

G. L.
EXEXEXEX
L Edy Bl il B, 2 XN
MON CHER PERE, Turin, Nov. 16,

L y a dix ou douze jours que 1;. {uis icy, om j'ay trouvé une

reception fort honnéte, dont j je fuis redevable aux recom-
mendations de monﬁcur le marquis de Santacru, ambaffadeur
d’Efpagne au cong rés, qui a demeuré long tems 4 cette cour,
ety eft fort confideré. Si la paix fe fait, il ira en Angleterre,
ou JE vous prie, Monﬁcur, de vouloir bien le remercier pour
moi des civilités qu'il m’a fait. J"ay eu un affez rude paﬁ\m: {ur
le Mont Cenis ; la nﬂgc tombant avec beaucoup de violence ;
et le vent de bize, qui nous donna dans le vifage, nous cau-
fant un froid epouventable. Danzel en a eu le plus grand mal ;
car une groffe fivre I'a pris, et il refte toujours fort malade.
Nous montimes fur des mulets; mais, pour defcendre, il

nous fallut des chaifes 4 porteurs, a caufe des precipices que
I la
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la neige rendoit plus gliflantes, et qui veritablement fafoient
peur.  Les brouillards etoient fi epais, qu’ils nous empechoient
de voir les autres Alpes qui nous environnoient, et qui font
beaucoup plus hautes que le Mont Cenis, quoique celui cy a
trois liciies de hauteur. Ce qui nous faifoit le plus de plaifir etoit
un torrent, qui peut s'appeller une riviere, qui tomboit de la
cime de la montagne, et f rmoit des magnifiques cafcades entre
les rochers qui soppolent 3 fa chute, La plaine de Piedmont eft
belle, et fort bien cultivée; ce qui nous a charmé d’autant plus
que nous fortimes du pays le plus deforme, et le plus defert du
monde. Je ne vous ferai pas la defcription de Tarin; c'elt une
ville affez conniie. Le Roi nous a regu fort gracieufement
Monficur Wyndham et moy. Il eft tovjours a fa maifon de
Campagne, dont nous fommes trés fachés, parceque nous fouhai-
terions de luy faire notre cour,

He has his eyes very intent upon what we are doing on
the fide of Tulcany, and would be glad to give us fome
difturbance. The Milanefe is the object of his ambition ;
and as a peace would be an obftacle to any new acquifitions,
he is very much out of humour with the thoughts of it
They would not let him fend a minifter to the congrels, he-
caufe they knew the part he would have a@ed there would
not be very favourable to the repole of Europe. He is a great
general, and has a fine army, and never loft by a war.

Je conte de refter icy fept ou huit jours encore; enfuite
jiray 4 Genes ct de la i Milan, J'ay par tout des bonnes re-
commendations, qui font des chofes fort neceflaires pour les
voyageurs. Je {uis dans la derniere impatience de regevoir de
vos nouvelles, et d’'apprendre que ma chere mere fe porte bien,
SR AManhie ;o

et que ma {ceur eft heureulement accoucice. Monftieur 1\‘»'}'::L.--
ne fait beaucoup de

ham voyage tx_;llji"«'_'.rs avec mol, CE €

une feigneur a 1nd

plaifir, comme ce [
fgavoir vivre, et qu il eft bien recu de tout la monde. Vous
:111"'-"‘

Wil i
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aurez de mes nouvelles auflitot que jarriverai a Milan, fi je
ne vous ecris pas de Genes.

We have one great enemy in the army, the marfhal d’Ux-
elles; but that is of no confequence to our affairs, I long to
hear of Mr. Stanhope’s fiiccefs at the court of Spain. I re-
main, dear Sir,

Your dutiful, &c.
ki

B JRCITUOR (R XXVIITL.
DE AR S IR, Genoa, Nov. 0.

HAVE been at Genoa four days, and fhall fet out to-mor-

row for Milan, I am extremely pleafed with the miagni-
ficence and beauty of this town, which is one of the fineft
in Italy. Nothing can be more noble than its fituation,
which rifes in an amphitheatre from the fea, and has a {pacious
port before it, that is defended with a tolerable fortification,
and is generally well filled with merchants thips.

Its palaces are fit to lodge kings; but I fhall referve the
defeription of them to entertain you with at Hagley fire-fide.
The form of its government is fo well known, and fo nearly re-
fembles that of Venice, that I need fay nothing to you about it
‘The low flate of its commerce,; and the weaknels of its once=
powerful fleet; which is now reduced to five gallies, have been
oblerved by every traveller thefe thirty years. But what the re-
public fuffers moft in, is the decline of genius and fpirit in their
governors. - The great families of Doria, Spinola, and Grimaldi,
which are famous over all Europe for having produced fo many
illuftrious generals, cannot now boaft of one foldier in all their
branches; the modern nobility are all funk in eafe and {loth,
without courage or ability to aét either for their own honour or
their country’s. So that the ftate muft neceflarily languifh, and
would probably fall into the hands of fome powerful neighbour,

if
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»Jealoufy of other princes did not hinder it, which is at pre-
writy. They are in great apprehenfions of the
of § , who 1is continually undertaking fomething
igir prejudice, and demanding conceflions from them,

they ought not to grant, but are not able efufe

greater part of the nobility are flaves to the
the emperor, from the eftates they poffefs in the
ind kingdom of Naples, which render them obnoxious to
t prince’s power, and deftroy the liberty of the ftate. He
\ extorts fums of money from them, greater or lefs, as

OLCI

he finds occafion, befides taxing them higher than his other
{ubje@s in thofe countries. The prefent doge is a Grimaldi,
but his dignity is almoft expired. I muft juft take notice of
fome little arts that they pradife here in their ele&tions and relo-
lutions of flate, to let you fee that the method of voting by
ballot may be abufed as well as any other. The box is di-
vided into two partitions, one white, the other red ; to each
nember of the council they give a ball, which thrown 1ato the

white confents, into the red denies: after all have put in, they

4

count the balls on either fide, and fo decide the q
majority. But it often happens, that fome perfon has addrels
enough to convey in two balls inf ead of one; fo that, when
thev come to reckon, they find a vote too much, which renders

the election void, and obliges them to begin ay or put off the
affair till another day, as 1s y the cafe. ins tin
to the lofing party for new érigues, and frequen 'S
event. ‘There are more tricks that they play of 't {ame
ture, as ftopping up the hole by paper thruft 2 way
in 3 but the firft is moft fuccefstul. 1 remain, dear

et il ke, T,
te and auti

Your affet

L
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DEAR SIR, Venice, Dec. 30.

AFTER. feeing abundance of things well worthy of ob-
fervation, and fuffering a great many fatigues, I am got
through the worft roads in Europe as far as Venice. My
pleafure at coming to this town would have been much greater,
if I had found any letters here from you and my other friends,
as I had reafon to expe@ ; but whether it is my banker's neg-
ligence, or fome diforder in the poft, I have not received a line
from any body, which makes me very unealy, and gives me a
thoufand fears. The public papers bring good news ; the peace
is figned with Spain, of which I wifh you joy, and hope it will
foon lead us toa gLnLr’il one. They tell us here, that the
emperor is extremely diffatisfied, and determined to oppofe our
new engagements. I believe they are not thoroughly in-
formed; but if it be true, I am fure he complains without
any jult caufe. If he was fincere in the quadruple alliance,
he cannot be averfe to the eftablithment of Don Carlos in
Italy: why then fhould he be fo angry at what is done for
the better fecuring that eftablithment? 1f he is not fincere, how
can we be blamed for ml-.mq our precautions againft him?
But it feems he is jealous of a ql‘:amﬂl power getting foot in
Italy. Would not the quadruple alliance have brought in one,
after the death of the prefent duke? and what elfe does this
treaty do, but a little advance the fame defign? The intro-
ducing Spanith garrifons into Tufcany during the great duke’s
life is thought a hardfhip; but would it not have been an
equal grievance to have impofed neutral ones upon them ?
Are Swifs troops more immediately under his dependance than
Spanifh ones will be ? or are not all foreign forces equally of-
fenfive to a prince in his own dominions? It is indeed a
hardfhip, but a neceflary one for the peace of Europe, and
3 not
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not at all greater than it would have been by the former
treaty. I hear Mr. Stanhope is made a peer, and they fay
that Mr. Walpole will be fecretary of ftate; but nothing is
talked of for Mr. Poyntz. I hope his modefty will not be made
a reafon for leaving his other virtues unrewarded : I am fure
he had as great a fhare in the merit of the prefent treaty as
either of his collegues, You will pardon me, if I give you
no account of my journey from Genoa hither; the number
of things that pleafed me are too great, and muft be referved
for converfation. Venice is the place in the world, that a
traveller fees with moft furprize. We have a very fine opera ;
Colzona and Farinelli fing ; the laft is a prodigy, and even
beyond Senefino. I beg my duty to my dear mother; and I
remain, dear Sir,
Your ever dutiful fon, &ec.
G,

Sl b

Lo ELT ZPong:cR a0 XXX

DEAR: 51R, Venice, June £3th, 1730,
AST poft brought me two of yours, dated O&ober zoth,
and November the third, which were extremely welcome.
I writ to you from Turin and from Genoa, and laft poft from
Venice, to let you know I was got well hither. = Mr. W-
came with me all the way, and I affure you is a very good
Whig, as well as a very pretty oentleman. How far Lis father’s

= 1
authority ‘may force him to change his fentiments when he

comes to England, I cannot tell; but they are now entirely agree-
able to the excellent underftanding he is mafter of. I receive
your leffon of ceconomy as a great and important truth, which
1 cannot too often fet before me, and which I have too much
negleted, I know that extravagance and ill management have

4Y 2 made

e |

(i
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made as many rogues as:avarice; and that liberty is inconfiftent
with the dependance which a broken “fortune {ubjeéts every
man to.

I {ball go from hence to Rome in about fifteen days. The
caution you give me in relation to the gentlen men of the Preten=
der’s party, whom I may chance to 1mLt with there, is wha
conftantly obferved towards fome of the fame perfuation whom
1 knew at Paris.

I hope you will havean eafy feflion of parliament ; for furely
the peac y l‘:O.BlH L one, and I am every
more -convinced that the emperor's oppofition will come to no=
thing.

Thedubjed of part of this letter will not let me conclude it,
without affuring you what a grateful fenfe I have of your gene-
rofity and ._'_:_’:f;'lr}-\.-.‘]l.i\'s to me, which are infinitely bey ond mv de-
ferts, and demand fuch returns as I can never make, tn..-L.ElJ,T‘._
my life be fpent in obeying you, as I fully refolve it (hall be.
Adieu, my dear Sir; let me know often that you are well, and
that you continue to love me. I hope it is needlefs to fay,
that I honour, efteem, and love you more than any perfon or
hl..lI'-D‘ upon f..lrlh, and that I remain

ith Spainis-a ver

Your ever dutiful fon,

G. L.

R LMY AR Wi e R G S
DEAR SIR, Venice, Feb. 1ith.
ILwc yours of the 24th of December, with the duplicate,
anfwered that the poft before 1.11 and inclofed a copy
of L}IL former one, which I hope you received. I am glad to
hear the zmd tax 1s diminifhed ; it is no wonder the cit y s
difcontented, for, if I do not :Tlh]:llg(_, it is at prefent f*‘muncd

by Tory I.l‘l:tft].hdl‘_\ts and theyare not of a humour to L}e pleafed
b |
with
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with any good fuccefs to court meafures: - Youshave by this time;
no lell}r, been publickly acquainted with all' the terms of 'the
'.lnm.!l treaty, and I am perfuaded that you have found th(:
honourable d]]d ads

1tageous, [ cannot be of your opinion,
that ‘the congrefs will lait much longer, or terminate in a war.
The emperor has little to gain in [taly, and much to Ic
neither has he other reafon of co :

slaint; ‘except that ]‘.L: t,i;{ not
give the law to Europe, as he would have done, I know that

lu.,. 13 ,mt.cmnﬂ troops (I think t

ey day: 40,000 me ir:?_':} his
dominions IIL.k : but I fhall not believe the refl
(111|1

until I fee him fend roo,oco, which he is not in a
lo; and even if he did make his utmoft efforts,
{hould doubt of his powerto o

1
! &

:';u;"; o JIJT'“I dable a confederac
Buy
judge of puillttlw, that all thefe menaces will end in fmoke 3 and
'_hat he is only doing as he has done-at almoftevery I.rultf that
has been figned th thirty years, delaying his L(_]l‘l]t {cence ‘or
acceflion, in order to be courted alittle, and fave his honour.

1 i 3
reafons for T."I‘h\l.:,_ {u 1_}1‘.-'; 'Eht'_"a" are

'imt it is the opinion of this republick, which is a very t;f;ml

I have more particular
fuch as Icannot troft to the comm
[ ftaid here a fortnight longer than I defigned, in hopes of

going to Rome with Mr, Walpole ; but an unforefeen acci-

on poit.

lent having fixed him here, I fhall fet out to-morrow qu:-“e
alone, which will be very melancholy. I beg my deareft fath:

Fatllc

hat no fon ever loved a parent with more ten
itions to him with mote gratitude, than
d and ebedient fon,

{_;n 1-’.

P. 5. Vhen
make him m
the reward of it.

R LA 3 1
* yvou would

necr

negociation, and

719
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D EA R'SIR, Rome, April rz.

T 1s impoflible to tell you how fincerely I am affliGed at

your complaints about your head; I would willingly fuffer
any fhare of them, if it was poflible to eafe you by it, It is fo
natural to give advice upon thefe occafions to thofe for whom
we are much concerned, that I cannot help faying you would
do mighty well to try a journey to Spa, if it was only for ex-
ercife and change of air; I have known great cures performed
that .way upon people in your cafe, and it is a remedy you
have not yet experienced. I writ to you about ten days ago;
to tell you that I was pleafed with Rome, and that I had feen
Mr. ——, who is in good health, though a little upon the
decline, I am going to Naples to-morrow, to flay about eight
days, and fo come back hither, where I propofe to fettle till
the beginning of June; after that time, there is no ftirring out
of Rome till the end of September, on account of the infe&ious
air in the Campagna; fo that, as unwilling as I am to leave a
place fo agreeable to me, I am obliged to it, for fear of being
a prifoner. I propofe to pafs the great heats at Milan; though
I cannot fay I have any fixed defign, becaufe my ftay in any
place will depend upon my liking the company, and above all
upon the will of my deareft father.

I believe you will have a mind to fee me next fummer in
England, fo {hall endeavour to get out of Italy by the end of
autumn. I have received a moft kind letter from Mr. Poyntz,
in which he gives me very firong aflurances of a general peace,
and that I may purfue my travels through Italy without im-
pediment. . Speaking of the manner of the treaty of Seville’s
being received in England, he fays, ¢ the fatisfacion that it gives
# will much encreafe, when it comes to be known and felt,

“ that,
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¢ that, far from having madea paix platrée, we are really upon
% better terms with Spain than ever, and have the predile&tion
¢ over all the powers of Europe in her friendfhip; which, I
¢ may venture to aflure you in confidence, is really the cafe.”

I here fend you the verfes which 1 wrote to his excellency,
and I hope you will not deem them a tedious pofticript to my

letter *, I remain, dear Sir, your dutiful fon,
G- LI
i R MUaie s MU
Lok L B R XXXIIIL
DEAR SIR, Rome, May 7.

O UR commands fhall always be received with an implicit
obedience from me, however contrary they may be to my
inclinations 3 or, to fpeak more juitly, I have no inclination
fo ftrong as that of doing all I can to convince you of my love
and duty to the beft of fathers. = I have been at Naples fince
my laft; which I am very glad of, becaufe it lies quite out of
my prefent road, and I muft have left it unfeen. I fhall go
from Rome with a ftrong imperfeét knowledge of the great
variety of fine antiquities that are in it ; more time than I have
affed here being requilite to fee them as one fhould do. T {hall
5afs through Florence and Bologna, which are the molt con-
fiderable places where 1 have not been’; and embark’ at Genoa,
for Marfeilles. I fhall expe& to find a letter from you at
Paris, where I hope to arrive in about fix weeks; if no acci-
dent prevents, I fhould be infenfible of praife to a fault; if I
were not proud of the honour her majefty does me, fo much
beyond any thing I could flatter myfelf with the hopes of 5 but
I cannot help being very appprehenfive that 1 {hall not anfwer
the advantageous opinion fhe has been pleafed to entertain of
nie, from the partial report of ‘my friends. " Your i1l ftate of

# Thefe verfes are already. printed amongft the Poems, p. 6o2.

health

il
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ith, makes me fo uneafy, that it will not let me take much
pleafure in any thing, If you like the inclofed verfes, I defire
you would g_'i',",.' them i
liberty to addrefs them *, They contain a good picce of ad-
vice ;. and I hope it is given. in a manner that will make it
acceptable.  In fpeaking of Italy, I have confined myfelf to
the decay of learning there, becaufe Mr. Addifon has written
fo_very finely upon every other point, in his verfes to lord
Hallifax, that I durft not think of attempting them after him.
With great impatience to fee you, I am, dear Sir,

Your dutiful fon,
G. L.

=
=
=
'-i
=

R XXXIV.

DEAR SIR, Admiralty, Nov. 18, 1734.
{ DEFERRED the pleafure of writing to you fo long, that

I might be able to give you a more certain account of the
peace, which has been {o varioufly reported, that I could form
no judgement on the truth; nor am I now at all fatisfied with
what I hear of it, as I fulpe@ there is fomething more at
bottom ; but what is generally faid, from the beft authority,
to be contained in the preliminaries, is as follows :

Firft, The emperor to have Parma and Placentia, with all
the Milanefe, except the Novarois, and a {fmall diftri& adjoin-
ing to it of little value, which is to be given to the king of
Sardinia, pour tout potage.

The duke of Lorrain to marry the eldeft archdutchefs, to
be immediately declared king of the Romans, and to have
Tufcany at the death of the prefent duke thereof. His bro-
ther to marry the fecond daughter. Don Carlos to be king
of the two Sicilies, with the emperor's confent, Staniflaus to

* Thefe verfes are printed above, p. 6ob.

2 renounce
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renounce the crown of Poland; but to lw: put into the im-
mediate poffeflion of the dutchy of Bar, with the name of king,
and to have Lorrain at the death of tI*- duke of ll_alc.ml,-.
France to acknowledge king Auguftus, and, after the death
of Staniflaus, to reunite Lorrair 1 an d the Bar to itllf for ever.

d 1 il ¢ I £ i b, 3
You fce at the firft view of thefe articl that France has
; S ;
afted in manifelt contradiGion to all their ] neces and ‘decla-
rations in the be f the war,  They declared, they en-

t the claim of
) f--:'r:f.==.:r' which

tered into it with no other han
Staniflaus to the crown of Poland and their :

was concerned in that E_‘ch'tff't‘:: '|1|;x-' alfo {ted, that they
would not g!‘lir\ a foot of grou [ d by any fuc .' ey _I}“-_ig,-'_!ﬁ.' meet
with in it, but confider (ﬂ]\ the .Illut.'r of their allies.  Inftead
of this, they acknowledge king Auguftus, make a peace pre-
judicial to their allies, and receive no other advantage or com=
penfation, but an encreafe of territory after the death of
Staniflaus.

On the other fide, the emperor is eftablifhed more advantage-
oufly in Italy than before. The prefent dominions of ;i-..\n
Carlos are taken i]'cm‘t him, his reverfion of Tufcany alfo dif=
pofed of in favour of the houfe of Auftria, and the new con-
quefts he has 11‘4:3.&: left much expofed ; fo that ‘apl.n has great
caufe to be diffatisfied, as it is faid they are, even to the JLInl. 1z
being included in the peace. Yet it is i:-:_ ved they muft come
in at I.-‘l not being able to carry on the war wi ithout France.

You willl afk, there _-“1’_ if there are no {i

could induce the French to fuch a treaty, wl hich dif
friends, to gain their enemies, at a tim 1Ic W rhen they we
i rha GealA Car d $i ditian tA inds
in the field, and in a condition to in{
account for it but one way, which is t

prefied harder on the emperor, he wou

i

trary to ]m inclinations, to ~.m1;I his da
vl

.ul...:l. al ice all the domipions of the

come to be united in his perfon, and perh
42 CIown

b

.
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crown of Spain, which would be the ere@ing of a new barrier
againft France, more ftrong and more able to oppofe them than
:111y the houfe of Lm!am can ever conftitute. They there-
fore chofe rather to make their peace, which' gives the two
archdutchefles to thofe |;-r.n::s and to themfilves no incon-
fiderable CIIE"!'!Tcm{‘I* of their territory and revenue, than to

v
hazard the forming of a power, which would reftore that
balance again in jir-.:'rr;‘.-c which they have fo long been la-

bouring to break : and when once the archdutchefies are mar-
ried, and there is no danger on that fide, they m..)f fafely join
with don Carlos a fecond time, to recover his ri ght in Tufl-
cany, and drive the emperor once more out of itai'\_,-'. This
feems to me no improbable conje@ure, !'uppoﬁng there are
no fecret articles, either relating to Flanders, or the commerce
Iingland and Holland : but there is room to {ufpe&t fome
thing, if not a worfe and more dangerous defign, fince
it 1s certain that

, in-contempt of our mediation, neither we
nor the Dutch were cenfulted in this treaty 3 . but all the
contending powers agreed together (as far as they are agreed)
to.make Lp their qus 1][‘.’[‘! without our help, and even without

ation, which eives us a mel

ancholy profpeét of
itentions towards us, 1if not of fome prefe nt {ecret
i r extraordinary
However, we muft fatsfy ourfelves, and rejoice

is got, whoever made it; for nothing was fo dan-

ch - perhaps is the fpring of th

o

the miniftry, as the continuance of a war, whickh

d neither have well engaged in, nor kept out of
a little longer. Lam apt to think S

cfore mext {pring, that is, before they can make a
- i lr"l"" the g‘)ud offices of France - [or
ity f Gibra av be made the o o { a LT
cititution of Gibraltar may made the price of their
tion. They fay the Dutch exprefs the utmoft anger

ing been tre: ited o contempt 'muflJY on this occafion. I do1
give. you this news as abfolutel ly to be depended. upon, but
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as the beft I can colle& from thofe on both fides: who are
fuppofed to be beft informed: The reafonings upon it you
may ’ulopL or rejeét, as you think fit:3 for I am far from being
clear in any part of them. They are probable f{peculations,
and no more.

May you be always as well convinced of my love and
duty towards you, as I am of your affeion and regard to,
dear Sir,

Your dutiful fon,

L.

DEAR SIR,

HEN I came to lord B——"5, I found that Pom Jnd ex-

cufed himfelf from his vifit there, as well as to Hagley:;
fo was obliged to -\up the horfes to carry me to Stowe. Lord
B- s feat is a vait defign ; and w hen it l1a- time to grow
and form itlelf, there w 151 be nothing in England equal to
it, in the great French manner of long lines, extenfive woods,
noble downs, dry feil, and alluu-.u,lty of u}r.m".a.:‘..l. But at
prefent it is only a fine fketch, and moft of its beauties are in
idea. ]

[ capnot fay it made me amends for the lofs of H"nsolev
which indeed I never left with more regret. The defire of
being with you would be enough to make me uneafy at part-
ing isc}m \E;Lf, but my concern and apprehenfions for your
health add 2 good deal to that uneafinefs. I .am, with the trueft
refpedt, and much more affe@ion than I know how to exprels,
dear Sir,

= P T T
Your moit dutiful '.'!‘:'.ill obcdient i ¢ on

-
N
=
-]
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DEAR SIR, Augult 11, 17375,

HE pleafure we felt at the birth of the young p—efs
has been clouded fince, by a meffage from the k—, ex-
prefling the higheft refentment againft his R. H. for car
rying the princefs to lie in at St James's, though it was
done at her own earneft defire; and when the danger f(he
was in of wanting all neceffary help where fhe was (there
being neither midwife, nurfe, nor any thing there) gave the
p—ce no time for deliberation, All thefe reafons and more
were modeftly urged by his R. H. to juftify his condu&,
and to appeafe the anger of the k— in a letter he wrote in
anfwer to the meflage ; but not meeting with the fuccefs
which he hoped from it, and being ftill forbid to wait on his
m-——, he wrote a fecond, in which, waving all apologies, he
atked pardon in the moft fubmiflive manner, and expreft the
greateft afflition at lying under his m—'s difpleafure. ' To
which no anfwer was given, but * that this letter being the
“ fame in fubftance with the former, the k — would make no
¢ other anfwer to it.” Upon this foot it remains; but we
have the folid fatisfa&ion of feeing the p—cefs and child both
in:good health, and likely to continue fo, I am, with the
moft grateful affe&ion, dear Sir,
Your molt dutiful fon,
Guinli

- Pr P B AT e L 9, 9,6 | B
DA RSO 1R, Auvgult 18,
WILL make no excufe for not writing to you fooner, but
that which Idare fay you have made for me in your own
thoughts, a very great and continual hurry of bufinefs. T am

1
mucan




STR TTHO MAS BEYTH BT ON:

much obliged to you for wifhing me at Hagley, and can truly
aflure you my w ithes are there too; but 1 it is quite nnl‘-oﬁﬂhc
to think of it this year: however, do not be in pan for fear T
fhould be ill; for, lhﬁugh the town is {o fickly, by great tem-
perance and CtJllﬂ'J_Eﬂ riding about, 1 have m.ld-. fhift to efs
eape this epidemical fever, and am every way better in my
health than when you |ut me. The fitvation the p— is in
does, I dare fay, give you great concern, as well as me. No
{ubmiffion on his hdr.. has been w anting, to obtain a pardon
for the fault laid to his charge, and avoida rupture of which
that could be the caufe; but thofe fubmiflions have not been
able to prevent one, and a door is fhut to all further '1;'-11|i~

ations, 5:1.}' his m —— ]1L'1|‘|LT forbid him to unl
ruuquLiL,nt order has occalmntd fome of his fervants h\mﬁ"
down their offices; and laft Tuefday morning Mr. P—l—m,
contrary to the talk of the court, and I believe to the expec-
tation of the p , -refigned ‘the feals; which his R. H.
unfollicited by me, and without my expecting it, immediately
gave to me.

I need not tell you, that while my being in his fervice
would have brought any difliculty upon his condu@ or mine,
no confiderations f(hould have induced me to accept of this,
or any employment in his family; but thofe doubts no longer

{ublifting, I could not du]iuc, with any TL:I-:'JLE:.. to him ‘or

credit to mylelf, the honour of ferving him in the w: 1y that he
defired.
I am, with the greateft refpe& and affe&ion, dear Sir,

g

Your moft dutiful and obedient {on,

. Ly

e |

Ly
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DE AR S.IR Cliffden, O&
I CAME here yefterday, to thank his R. H.
Ing :'J,“t'l‘llui myv  falar 5 vear

w0 L gy B r
upon 111» fame foot with that of
k— when he was p—-

Befides the convenience this will be to me at this time
efpecially, I am pleafed with it as a mark of 1 y royal
regard to me in the prefent conjunéture,

I fuppole, by this time, you have heard that all the thou
of a winter’s campaign in Old France are quite laid afide ;
and I congratulate you upon their being fo, as we both
judged alike of thofe defigns.

['bere is very good news arrived from Germany ; Prince
Chatles has entirely cut off all poflibility of marfhal Mallebois
r Broglio or the cmmc de Saxe; upon which the
is :;nm E}!LL. to Prague, where he pmhdi}h' muft {foon
perith, or furrender at difcretion. . The latter is fo difgufied
that it is i-"-.l-:J he will lay down his command ; and Mall
15 preparing to march back into France, or at leaft to the French
rontier, having declared  to the emperor, that he can do him
no further fervice this vear in Germany: The r.,-||:;£'t'm' of Sax-
ony has refufed to let him

upon being 1:_1p|:||;:|

2

th

have the i‘l“h‘x'::'ﬂi'li he had de

1
n
1
i1

with out of his thmuruch, and it is .I.'\k.'d
as 1t the Englith ar ny would march to i uumpt his retre
but that I very mucl c?.mibt. Belleifle 1s abfolutely dif; graced,
and the German war appears to be ]L.Ju, given up by the
French. 1 believe you '*11'.
true, as they co
true, fo murl. at. le

1
ac

end upon thele accounts bei
trom the beft authority ; but if all is not

1s certain, that the court is extremely

clate upon it I wifh things looked as well at home; but

3
I tE.L-;"_»'
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they bear a very gloomy face; the difcontent of mankind in

5 e}
general being higher than ever, and a very troublefome feffion
expeted.—I can molt truely fay, that nobody can feel for you
B 4 i < i
with more affeftion than, dear Sir,

Your moft dutiful fon, &ec.

W N 1 o - 1 1
Bi ' S. There are let confirming what I have
told you of tl French m Gern . and
vhich further add, that Bencuelan, the Aultnan ge-
neral in Bavaria, has received a ftrong reintorcement.
- Pl ot ok ¥l
E- B POE BRI
DE AR 5IR, Argyle-Ttreer, Febiizz; 2743

?W E have juft faved the fugar colonies from a fcheme that
v would, I believe, have been very hurtful to them ; and,
inftead of it, agreed to-day to the taking the furplus arifing
from the late duty upon malt fpirits, which will give us a fund
to borrow the reft of the  money we want, at 3 per cent. A
little time will, I fuppofe, clear ip the myftery of what France
defigns ; as yet it {eems very unaccountable, if they have not

a greater force in the Mediterranean than the government here
has any reafon to think that they have. The Breit fleet might
have gone thither three w eeks ag ithout our being able to
hinder, or follow them. Why they did not, I have not yet heard
any fatisfaCtery ca d; perhaps a few days more will

enable us to form-a tr

whether they have aéted
wifely, or played the

as we have. we

v AL LT iy :
We have {ad fuch as we ;W

learned to-dav, their men of war arein 2

part of the Flemith road, which they call the Graveline  pits,
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Ve A 1 acco £ What.is: become of  t] it of
give a good account of them. hatus: become: of ) the refl of
their fleet, nobody. knows. .. You. avill think that very i*-!;ill‘-,i.{f-‘;

butwe are fo ufed to it here, nobody wonders at ity | fuch a
fiate of ignorance being at prefent the natural fate of our

government, . I remain,.dear Sir,
Your dutiful and affe@ionate fon,
G. 1.

g URERY 1 ol Tl -2 XIL..

D.EAR,ST R, May %, T744l
MR. Welt comes with us to Hagley, and, if you give me
i leave, I will bring our friend Thomfon too. His Seafons
will be publifhed in about a week’s time, and 2 moft rgble
work they will be.

[ have no public news to tell you, which you have not had
i the Gazettes, except what is faid in private letters from
Germany, of the king of Pruffia’s having drank himfelf into
dire& madnefs, and being confined on that account ; which, if
true, may have a great effeét upon the fate of Europe at this
critical time. Thofe letters fay, that, at a review, he caufed two
men to be taken out of the line, and fhot, without any caufe
affigned for it, and ordered a third to be murdered in the {ame
manner; but themajor of the regiment venturing to intercede
for him, his m y drew his fword, and would have killed
the officer too, if he, perceiving his madnefs, had not taken
the liberty to fave himfelf, by difarming the k—, who was jm.
mediately fhut up, and the q—n, his mother, has taken the
regency upon herelf till his recovery. Ido not give you this
news for certain, but it js generally believed in town. Lord
Chefterfield fays; he is only thought to be mad in Germany,

.
becaufe he has more wis thaniether Germans,

The king of: Sardinia’s retreat from his lines at Villa Franca,
and the lofs of that town, certainly bear a very il afpe& ; bue
it




SIR'THOMAS YT FTEL'TON
it is not confidered as any decifive advantage gained by the ene-
my, becaufe the pafes that ftill remain, are much fironger than
thofe they have forced.  We expe@, with impatience, to know
what will be the effe& of the Dutch embaffador to Paris.

I pray God the fummer may be happy to us, h}r being more
ealy than ufual to you. It is the only thing wanting, to make
Hagley park a lmmdm

Fom Pope is, I am afraid, geing to refign all that can die
of him to death; his cafe isa dropi}, and he wants ftrength
of nature to be.1r the neceffary evacuations for the cure of that
diftemper. I feel his lofs very fenfibly ; for, befides the pub-
lic marks he has given me of his efteem, he Ins lately exprefied
the moft tender friend(hip for me, both to myfelf and others,
which, at {uch a time, afteéts one more than any compliment
paid while he was in health.

I am, with the trueft refpeé and affe@ion, dear Sir,
Your moft dutiful fon,
G. L.

SIS IR AR SR R TR ¢ O

DEAR SIR, Jan. 17; 1747:

T is a moft fenfible and painful addition to my concern and

afflition for my dear wife, to hear of your being fo bad
with the ftone; and, loaded as my heart 1s with my other grief,
I cannot help writing lhm, to tell you how arich Al for
you, and how ardently I pray to God to relieve you.

Laft night all my thoughts were employed. on you; for,
when I went to bed, my poor Lucy was fo much better, that
we thought her in a fair way of recovery ; - but my, uneafinefs
for you kept me awake great part of the night, and in the
morning I found fhe had been much worfe again, fo that our
alarm was as great as ever: fhe has fince Im:ndn.d again, and
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is‘now pretty near as you heard laft poﬁ only that fuch: fre-
quent relapfes give one more caufe to fear that the good fymp-~
toms; which fometimes appear, will not be lafting. On the
other hand, by her ftruggling fo long, and her pu !—{. recovering
itfeif fo Welf as it does after fuch violent flurries, and fuch great
finkings, one would hope: that nature is ftrong in her, and will
be able, at laft, to conquer her illnefs.

Sir Edward Hulfe feems now inclined to truft to #ha#, and to
trouble her with no more phyfic; upon which condition alone
fhe has' been pmﬁndnd to take any food to-day. Upon the
whole, her cafe is full of uncertainty, and the do&ors can
pronounce nothing poﬁmc]}' about her; but they rather think
it will be an affair of time. For my own health, it is yet to-
lerably good, though my heart has gone through as fevere a
trial as it can well fulhun j more lnm.-:,d than I thought it could
have borne; and you may depend upon it, dear Sir, that 1
will make ufe of all the luiwports that r:,||r11011 or ieafon can
give me, to fave me from finking under it. I know the part
you take in my life and health; and I know it is my duty to
try not to add to your other pains, that of my lofs, which
thought has as great an effe® upon me as any th'nt‘r can j and
I b:.’t(ve Gad r‘xl,mn‘h[v fupports me above my own ﬂrulqth,
for the fake of my fmnda who are concerned for me, and in
réturn for the refignation with which I endeavour to fubmit to
his will. ' If it pleafe him, in his infinite mercy, to reftore my
dear wife tome, I [ball moft thankfully acknowledge his nood-
nefs; if not, I fhall moft humbly endure his chaﬂlium,nr,
which I have too much deferved.

Thefe are the fentiments with which my mind is replete :
but as it is flill a moft bitter cup, how my body will bear it,
if it muft not pafs from me, it is impoflible for me to foretell s
but I hope the beﬂ I once more pray God to relieve you

from that dreadfu c].111c:1'n}l er with which you are afflidted.
Gilbert
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Gilbert W-— would be happy in'the reputationvhisihook has
gained him, if my poor' Lucy was not facilly - However; his
mind leans always to hope, which:is an advantage both-to him
and me, as it makes him a better comforter..- "To be fure; we
ought not yet todefpair; but there is much to fear, land a
molt melancholy interval to be {upported, before any certainty

comes— God fend it may come well atlaft! I am, dear 8ir,

Your moft affliGed,: but moft affectionate fon,

CGhigile
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DEAR SIR April 25, 1747+
HATEVER compliments have been made ‘me about
my laft {peech (which have indeed been more than I ever
received upon any other occafion); T'can 'very truly aflure you,
they: did not' give me one thoufandth part of the pleafure which
I feel from the fatisfaction  that you exprefs on that account.
To have you pleafed’ with my conduét, ‘and to 'contribute in
any manner to your happiuf:&, is the fupreme joy of 'my rheart,
and. the beft obje@ of my ambition. = Your affectionate prayers
for me will, I do not doubt, draw downthe divine favour upon
me, and bring confolation' to’'me in that ' affli¢ion which fll
hangs heavy upon me, though I do my utmoft to bear: up
againft it. T pray God to enable me to deferve your blefling,
and confider both the good and the revil of this world as of
no very great moment, except in the ufe that we make of
both.
The laft mail from Holland brings an account; that the
rince of Orange was on Wednefday laft declared in full iform
ftadtholder of the Seven Provinces. ' Befides the prefent eff-&s
of this great revolution, which 1 hope will ‘be: good and b me-
ficial to us if a right ufe be made of it, the folid and per-
i ma
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manent union, that in all probability will -be -eftablifhed by it
between ws and the Dutch, muft bea great future advantage,
The duke is at the head of a brave army of 110,000 men,
within fix miles of Antwerp; he cannot flay there two days,
for want ‘of forage and other neceflaries, without either taking
the town, or beating the French.

To do the firft, he muft begin by doing the laft (as T heard
general Hutke fay to-day) and it will be no ealy matter;
becaufe they are pofted upon very ftrong ground.

Poflibly he may contrive by marches and counter-marches
to .get: beyond: them ; but it.appears a difficult work, If a
battle is fought. where they are now, it will bea bloody one.
I wait with anxious-impatience for the event.

There has been a {mart fkirmifh between one part of our
army, and a detachment of theirs, to our advantage; 1,000
French being killed, with no confiderable lofs on our fide.  This
will help to put fpirit into our troops, who are already in very
good heart, - We hear that Medley has picked upa whole Spa-
nifh regiment going to Genoa (I wifh it had been a French one)
and 200 French. I forgot to mention that Sas Van Ghent s
{aid to be taken, but Hulft flill holds out. Thefe however
are petty events, compared to the great one in view. If ope
could credit a report that is come of Genoa's being taken, ‘that
would be fomething,. But. the polt is going out; fo Ican add
no more, but that L.am, moft affc@ionately, dear Sir,

Your dutiful fon, &e.

& T
S R S ) N BN @ B
D B R 5FRy London, April 26, 1748,

I Molt heartily: with you joy of the happy and amazing event
of the preliminarics being figned, at a time when even the
molt fanguine among us expedted nothing but ruin from the
continuance
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continuance 'of ithe wary7and "almoft) delpaired of @ peace' in
a'month’s time ior lefs, mot only Ma iftricht ‘would have beén
taken, but Holland invaded ; and “the d— of C——, 'to op-
pofe that invafion, had fcarce a third part of the enemy’s force.
Orders had alfo been given to blow up and dem lith all the

fortifications of Tournay, Ypres, N-.!ITLUI‘, aniﬁunuaopzonm.

Yet the peace we have obtained is upon the whole a better
for England, than that which was offered laft year by count
Saxe. Nutheh the diftrefles of France with rt L;trd to her com-
merce and her finances, though wvery great; nor any ether ap-
parent caufe, can Iuihcwn'!} account for her granting {uch a
peace, and ftopping fhort in the midft of fuch & career.s Tt
muft be the work of a fa&ion in her court, which our mi-
nifters have had the good fenfe to ‘avail ‘themlelves of; and
it has drawn us out of greater diftrefles and' difficulties -than
can be conceived by thofc who do not know the interior
of our affairs. Had we been in the fituation of France, and
France in ours, I will venture to fay, no Englith minifter
would' have dared to fign fuch a peace, not even thofe 'minifters
who figned the peace of Utrecht. ! Inx thort, 7 & the Lord's
(f::.-".-.-'g, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 'The court of Vienna
18 'u‘wr\ at prefent, but fhe muft come to realon foon; and had
we ﬂ’l}td to make peace till (he was pleafed, we'mult have flayed
till our utter defiru@ion. The king of Sardinia has ‘not iyet
fioned ; but his language is much more moderate than hers;
and no doubt he w::l fm)i come in. His minilter here fa
had ke been at Aix, he would not have hefitated to fign one
moment. There can be no doubt-of the acq uviefcence of Spain
to what France has ftipulated for her, though the
minifter has not yet fet his hand to it.

Adieu, dear Sir! May the good news revive your fpirits, and
be a cun{b].al[nn to you for m poor motheér’s death! Kifs my
ve. him my ble .mfr' and. tell him, I now l'u'l'
Hagley, inflead of fome French marquis, or

g Highland
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Highland laird, who I was afraid would have got it if the
war had continued. I am, dear Sir, with the utmolt affettion,

Your moft dutiful and obedient {on,
Gegl

N. B. Maftricht is given up to France, to be re-delivered
to us again.
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