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DIALOGUES OF THE DEAD.

of {fate were neceflary to your greatnefs : I was great in myfelf,
great in the energy and powers of my mind , great in the fu-
periority andfovereignty of my foul over all other men.
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DIALOGUE - III.

Plato —F enelon.

PLAT O.

"̂ 7"EL CO ME to Elyfium , O thou , the moft pure , the
moft gentle , the moft refined difciple of philofophy that

the world, in modern times , has produced ! Sage Fenelon,
welcome !—I need not name myfelf to you . Our fouls by
iympathy mull know one another.

FENELON.

I know you to be Plato , the moft amiable of all the difciples
of Socrates, and the philofopher of all antiquity whom I moft
defired to referable.

PLATO.

Homer and Orpheus are impatient to fee you in that region
of thefe happy fields, which their fhades inhabit . They both
acknowledge you to be a great poet , though you have written
no verfes. And they are now bufy in compofing for you un¬
fading wreaths of all the fmeft and fweeteft Elyfian flowers.
But I will lead you from them to the facred grove of Philo¬
fophy , on the higheft hill of Elyfium , where the air is moft
pure and moft ferene. I will conducl you to the fountain of
Wildom , in which you will fee, as in your own writings , the
fair image of Virtue perpetually reflected. It will raife in you
more love than was felt by NarcifTus, when he contemplated
the beauty of his own face in the unruffled fpring . But you

fhall
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lhall not pine , as he did , for a fhadow . The goddefs herfelf
will affe£tionateiy meet your embraces and mingle with your
foul.

F E N E L O N.

I find you retain the allegorical and poetical ftyle , of which
you were fo fond in many of your writings . Mine alfo run
fometimes into poetry , particularly in my Telemachus , which I
meant to make a kind of epic composition . But I dare not
rank myfelf among the great poets, nor pretend to any equality
in oratory with you , the moft eloquent of philofophers , on
whofe lips the Attic bees diftilled all their honey.

PLATO.

The French language is not fo harmonious as the Greek :
yet you have given a fweetnefs to it , which equally charms the
ear and heart . When one reads your compolitions , one thinks
that one hears Apollo 's lyre , ftxung by the hands of the Graces,
and tuned by the Mufes. The idea of a perfebl king, which
you have exhibited in your Telemachus , far excels, in my own
judgement , my imaginary republic. Your Dialogues breathe
the pure fpirit of virtue , of unarTe&ed good fenfe, of juft criti-
cifm, of fine talte . They are in general as fuperior to your
countryman Fontenelle 's, as reafon is to falfe wit , or truth to
affectation . The greateft fault of them , I think , is, that fome
are too fhort.

V E N E L O N.

It has been objected to them , and I am fenfible of it myfelf,
that moft of them are too full of common-place morals. But !
wrote them for the inftruclion of a young prince : and one
cannot too forcibly imprint on the minds of thofe who are
born to empire the moft Ample truths : becaufe, as they grow
up , the flattery of a court will try to difguife and conceal From
them thofe truths , and to eradicate from their hearts the love
of their duty , if it has not taken there a very deep root.

Y y 2 PLATO.
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It is indeed the peculiar misfortune of princes , that they are
often inftru &ed with great care in the refinements of policy,
and not taught the firft principles of moral obligations , or taught
fo fuperficially , that the virtuous man is foon loft in the cor¬
rupt politician . But the leftbns of virtue you gave your royal
pupil are fo graced by the charms of your eloquence , that the
oldeft and wifeft men may attend to them with pleafure . All
your writings are embelliihed with a fublime and agreeable
imagination , which gives elegance to fimplicity , and dignity to
the moft vulgar and obvious truths . I have heard , indeed , that

O > ' '

your countrymen are lefs fenfible of the beauty of your genius
and flyle than any of their neighbours . What has fo much
depraved their tafte ?

F E N E L O N.

That which depraved the tafte of the Romans after the age
of Auguftus ; an immoderate love of wit , of paradox , of re¬
finement . The works of their writers , like the faces of their
women , muft be painted and adorned with artificial embellifh-
ments to attract their regards . And thus the natural beauty of
both is loft. But it is no wonder if few of them efteem my
Telemachus ; as the maxims I have principally inculcated there
are thought by many inconfiftent with the grandeur of their
monarchy , and with the fplendor of a refined and opulent na¬
tion . They feem generally to be falling into opinions , that the
chief end of fociety is to procure the pleafures of luxury ; that
a nice and elegant tafte of voluptuous enjoyments is the perfec¬
tion of merit ; and that a king , who is gallant , magnificent,
liberal , who builds a fine palace , who furnifhes it well with
good ftatues and pictures , who encourages the fine arts, and
makes them fubfervient to every modim vice, who has a reftlefs
ambition , a perfidious policy , and a fpitit of conqueft , is better
for them than a Numa , or a Marcus Aurelius , Whereas to

check
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check the exceffes of luxury , thofe exceffes I mean which en¬
feeble the fpirit of a nation ; to eafe the people , as much as is
pofiible , of the burthen of taxes ; to give them the bleffings of
peace and tranquillity , when they can be obtained without in¬
jury or difhonour ; to make them frugal , and hardy , and maf-
cutine in the temper of their bodies and minds , that they may
be the fitter for war whenever it does come upon them ; hut
above all to watch diligently over their morals, and difcourage
whatever may defile or corrupt them , is the great bufinefs of go¬
vernment , and ought to be in all circumffances the principal
object of a wife legiflature . Unqueftionably that is the happieft
country which has mofi virtue in it : and to the eye of fobeP1
reafon the poorer! Swifs canton is a much nobler ftate than the
kingdom of France , if it has more liberty , better morals , a more
fettled tranquillity , more moderation in profperity , and more
firmnefs in danger.

PLATO.

Your notions are juft ; and if your country rejects them , fhe
will not long hold the rank of the firft nation in Europe . Her
declenfion is begun , her ruin approaches . For , omitting alL
other arguments , can a ftate be well ferved, when the railing
of an opulent fortune in its fervice, and making a fplendid ufe
of that fortune , is a diitin &ion more envied than any which
arifes from integrity in office, or public fpirit in government ?
can that fpirit , which is the parent of national greatnefs , continue
vigorous and difFufive, where the defire of wealth , for the fake
of a luxury which wealth alone can fupport , and an ambition
afpiring , not to glory , but to profit , are the predominant paf-
fions ? If it exifts in a king , or a minifter of ftate , how will either*
of them find , among a people fo difpofed, the neceffary inftru- :
ments to execute his great defigns ; or rather , what obftruction
will he not find from the continual oppofition of private intereft
to public ? But if, on the contrary , a court inclines to tyranny,
what a facility will be given by thefe difpofitions to that evil

purpofe I
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purpofe ! how will men , with minds relaxed by the enervating
eafe and foftnefs of luxury , have vigour to oppofe it I will not
moft of them lean to lervitude , as their naturalfate , as that in
which the extravagant and infatiable cravings of their artificial
wants may belt be gratified at the charge of a bountiful mafter,
or by the fpoils of an enflaved and ruined people ? when ail fenfe
of public virtue is thus destroyed , will not fraud , corruption,
and avarice, or the oppoflte workings of court -factions to bring
difgrace on each other , ruin armies and fleets without the help
of an enemy , and give up the independence of the nation to
foreigners , after having betrayed its liberties to a king ? All
thefe mifchiefs you faw attendant on that luxury , which fome
modern philofophers account (as I am informed ) the higheft
good to a flate ! Time will mew that their doclrines are perni¬
cious to fociety , pernicious to government 5 and that your 's,
tempered and moderated , fo as to render them more practicable
in the prefent circumftances of your country , are wife, falutary,
and deferving of the general thanks of mankind . But , left you
fhould think , from the praife I have given you , that flattery can
find a place in Elyfium , allow me to lament , with the tender
forrow of a friend, that a man fo fuperior to all other follies
could give into the reveries of a madame Guyon , a diftradled
enthufiaft . How flrange was it to fee the two great lights of
France , you and the bifhop of Meaux, engaged in a controverfy,
whether a madwoman was a heretic, or a faint f

F E N E L O N.

I confefs my own weaknefs , and the ridiculoufnefs of the
difpute . But did not your warm imagination carry you alfo
into fome reveries about divine love, in which you talked unin¬
telligibly , even to yourfelf ?

PLATO.

I felt fomething more than I was able to exprefs.

F E N V.-
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F E' ,Jf ;£i l«LQw'tynyfli IH'MwpH !a'loq le .g
I had my feelings too , as fine and as lively as your 's. But

we fhould both have done better to have avoided thofe fubjecls,
in which fentiment took the place of reafon.

^m ^ sM ^ ^ r̂ :.̂

DIALOGUE IV.

Mr . Addison — Dr . Swift.

D'R. SWIFT.

QURELY , Addifon , Fortune was exceedingly inclined to
play the fool (a humour her ladyfhip , as well as moft other

ladies of very great quality , is frequently in) when me made you
a minijier offlate , and me a divine !

ADDISON.

I muft confefs we were both of us out of our elements . But

you don ' t mean to infinuate , that all would have been right , if
our deftinies had been reverfed ?
•«(■» . -. / . •!» As , ■/ : ■: .' :>\ T. . ■• : -Jij 'i*} ■•̂ m ^ tiS& :-lJnei & - «"fGXiO -'

SWIFT.

Yes,. I do.— You would have made an excellent bimop ; and
I mould have governed Great Britain , as I did Ireland , with an
abfolute fvvay, while I talked of nothing but liberty , property,
and fo forth.

ADDISON.

You governed the mob of Ireland ; but I never underflood
o _

that you governed the kingdom . A nation and a mob are very
different things,

SWIFT , i

Ay ; fo you fellows that have no genius for politics may
fuppofe . But there are times when., by ftaionably putting him-
felf at the head of the mob , an able man may get to the head
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