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DIALOGUES OF THE DEAD.

every rich, luxurious ftate! While the inhabitants of itare funk
in voluptumtimfs, while all is ﬁn:lmg around them, and they
imagine that no evil, no danger is nigh, the latent feeds of
e fnindioh Yare fermenting  within ; till, brcakmg out on a
{udden, they lay walfte all their opulence, all their boafted de-
lights ; and leave them a fad monument of the fatal effedts of

internal tempefts and conv nulfions.

DIALOGUE VI

Fernanpo CorTez—Wirriam PeEnn,

CORTELZ

S it poflible, William Penn, that you fhould ferioufly com-
pare your glory with mine! the planter of a fmall colony
in North-America prefume to vie with the conqueror of the
great Mexican empire!
PENN

Friend, I pretend to no glory,—the Lorp preferve me from
it!—All glory is Ass;—but this I fay, that I was bis inflru-
ment in a more glorious work than that performed by thee:
incomparably more glorious.

CORTE Z.

Doft thou not know, William Penn, that with lefs than fix
hundred Spanith foot, eighteen horfe, and a few fmall picces
of cannon, I fought and defeated innumerable armies of ver
brave men, dethroned an emperor who had been raifed to the
throne by his valour, and excelled all his countrymen in the
fcience of war, as much as they excelled all the reft of the Weft
Indian nations? that I made him my prifoner in his own ca-

pital 5




DI A E @YGEDE B VIR

pital; and, after he had been depofed and flain by his fubje@s,
vanquifthed and took Guatimozin, his fucceffor, and accomplifhed
my conqueft of the whole empire of Mexico, which' I loyally
annexed to the Spanifh crown ? Doft thou not know, that;in do-
ing thefe wonderful atls, 1 fhewed as much courage as Alexander
the Great, as much prudence as Ceefar ? that, by my palicy, 1
ranged under my banners the powerful commonwealth of Tlaf~
cala, and brought them to affift me in fubduing the Mexicans,
though with the lofs of their own beloved independence? and
that, to confummate my glory, when the governor of Cuba, Ve~
lafquez, would have taken my command from me, and facri-
ficed me to his envy and jealoufy, I drew from him all his
forces, and joined them to my own, thewing myfelf as fuperior
to all other Spaniards as I was to the Indians?

P E N N

I know very well that thou waft as fierce as a lion, and as
fubtle as a ferpent. .~ The devil, perhaps, may place thee as high
in bis black lif} of heroes as Alexander or Cxfar. It is not my
bufinefs to interfere with him in fettling thy rank. But hark
thee, friend Cortez—What right hadft thou, or had the king of
Spain himfelf; to the Mexican empire ? Anfwer me that, if thou
canft.

coR TR 2

The pope gave it to my mafter.

P E N N

The devil offered to give our Loz b all the kingdoms of the
earth; and I fuppofe the pope, as bis vicar, gave thy mafler this:
in return for which he fe// down and worfbiped bim, like an
idolater as he was. But fuppofe the high prieft of Mexico bad
taken it into his head to give Spain to Motezuma, would his

grant have been good ?
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CORTER Z
Thefe are queftions of cafuiftry, which it is not the bufinefs

of a foldier to decide. ~ We leave that to gownfmen. . But pray,
Mr. Penn, what right had you to the province you {ettled ¢ #

PE N N.

. An honeft right of fair purchafe. We gave the native favages
1(J_nme things they wanted, and they in return gave us lands they
did not want, All was amicably agreed on, not a drop of blood
{hed to ftain our acquifition.

CORTE 2

I am afraid there was a little fraud in the Purchafc. Thy
followers, William Penn, are faid to think cheating in a quiet

and {ober way no mortal fin.
plE N Ne

The faints are always calummiated by the ungedly. Butit
was a fight which an angel might contemplate with delight, to
behold the colony I fettled ! to/fee us living with the Indians
like innocent lambs, and taming the ferocity of their barbarous
manners by the gentlenefs of ours! to fee the whole country,
which before was an uncaltivated wildernefs, rendered as fer-
tile and fair as the garden of God! O Fernando Cortez, Fer-
nando Cortez | didit thou leave the great empire of Mexico in
that ftate? No, thou hadft turned thofe delightful and popu-
fert, a defert flooded with blood. Doft
thou not remember that moft infernal fcene, when the noble
emperor Guatimozin was firetched out by thy foldiers upon hot

burning coals, to make him difcover into what part of the lake

of Mexico he had thrown the royal treafures ? are not his
arans ever founding in the ears of thy confcience? do not they
—nd thy Hard heart, and ftrike thee with moare horror than the

}'clls of the Furies?

lous regions 1nto a de
L
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Alas! I was not prefent when that dire a@ was done.. ~Had I
been there, I would have forbidden it.. My nature was mild.

F E N -N.

Thou waft the captain of that band of robbers, who did this
hosrid deed.  The advantage they had drawn from thy counfels
and condu& enabled them to commit it: and thy ikill faved
them afterwards from the vengeance that was due to fo enor-
mous a crime. The enraged Mexicans would have properly
punifthed them for it if they had not had thee for their general,
thou lieutenant of Satan.

COVR.TUE &

The faints 1 find can 7ai/, William Penn.  But how do you
hope to preferve this admirable colony which you have fettled ?
Your people, you tell me, live like innocent lambs. Are there
no wolves in North America to devour thole Jambs 2 But if the
Americans {hould continue in perpetual peace with all your fuc-
ceflors therey the French will not. . Are the inhabitants of Penn-
fylvania to make war again{t them with prayers and preaching ?
If fo, that garden of Gop, which you fay you have planted,
will undoubtedly be their prey, and they will take from you
your property, your laws, and your religion.

PEN N
The Lorp's will be done! The Lorp will defend us,
againit the rage of our encmies, if it be his good pleafure.
o0 R T E &

Is this the wifdom of a great legiflator? I have heard fome
of vour countrvmen compare you to Solon! did Solon, think
you, give laws to a people, and leave thole laws and that people

at
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at the mercy of every invader? The firlt bufinefs of legiflature
15, to provide a military firength that may defend the whole
fyflem. If a houfe is built in a land of robbers, without a gate
to fthut, ora belt or bar to fecure it, what avails it how well-
proportioned, or how commodious, the archite@ure of it may
be? Is it richly furnifhed within? the more it will tempt the
hands of violence and of rapine to feize its wealth. The world,
William Penn, is all a land of robbers, Any ftate or common-
wealth ercéted therein muft be well fenced and fecured by good
military inftitutions ; or, the happier it is in all other refpeds,
the greater will be its danger, the more fpeedy its: deftrudtion.
Perhaps the neighbouring Englith colonies may for a while pro-
tet your's: but that precarious fecurity cannot always preferve
you. . Your plan of government muft be changed, or your
colony will be loft. What I have faid is alfo applicable to
Great Britain itfelf. . If an encreafeof its wealth be not accom-
panied with an encreafe of its torce, that wealth will become
the prey of fome of the neighbouring nations, in which the mar-
tial {pirit is more prevalent than the commercial.  And what-
ever praife may be due to its civil inftitutions, if thc_v are not
guarded by a wife {yftem of military policy, they will be found
of no value, being unable to prevent their own diffolution,

PP E N N.
Thele are fuggeflions of human wildom. The do@rines I
held were infpired; they came Jrom above,

&0 RIT.E Zi

It is blafphemy to fay, that any folly could coms Srom the
Fountain of Wifdom. Whatever is inconfiftenit with the great
laws of nature, and with the neceffary ftate of human fociety,
cannot poflibly have been infpired by Gop. Self-defence is as
necefiary to nations as to men.  And fhall particulars have a
right which nations have not? “T'rue religion, William Penn,
15
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is the perfefion of reafon. = Fanaticifm is the difgrace; the de-
ftruétion of reafon.
P E N N

Though what thou fayeft thould bc true, it does not come
well from thy mouth. A Papifi talk of ?eqfor /' Go to the
Inquifition, and tell them of reafon, and the great laws of na-
ture. ‘They will broil thee, as thy foldiers broiled the unhappy
Guatimozin. Why doft thou turn pale? Is it the name of the
Inquifition, -or the name of Guatimozin, that troubles and af-
frights thee ! O wretched man! who madeft thyfelf a volunta-
ry inftrument to carry into a new-difcovered world that hellifh
tribunal | Tremble and fhake when thou thinkeft, that every
murder the inquifitors have committed, every torture they
have infli¢ted on the innocent Indians, is originally owing to
thee. Thou muft anfwer to Gop for all their inhumanity, for
all their injuftice. ~'What wouldft thou give to part with the
renown of thy conquefts, and to have a conicience as pure
and undifturbed as mine?

CrOR TR

I feel the force of thy words, They ]m:ice me like dag-
gers. . I can never, never be happy, while I retain any memory
of the ills I have caufed.- Yet I thought I did right. I
1110L1ght I laboured to advance the glory uf Gop, and propa-
gate in the remoteft parts of the earth his holy Rehgion.
I—J{: will be merciful to well-defigning and pious error.. Thou
alfo wilt have need of that gracious indulgence; though not,
I own, fo much as I.

P E-N N
Afk thy heart, whether ambition was not thy real motive,
and zeal the pretence?
G QR T B W
Afk thine, whether thy zeal had no werldly views, and
whether thou didft believe all the nonfenfe of the fect, at the
7 head
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head of which thou waft pleafed to become a legiflator. Adieu'l
—Self-examination requires retirement.

DT'ALOGUE IX:

Marcus PorTius Cato.—Messarra CorviNuS.

C A T"O

H Meflallal—is it then poflible that what fome of our

countrymen tell me fhould be true? Is it poffible that you
could live the courtier of O&avius, that you could 'u,{,cpt of
employments and honours from him, from the tyrant of your
x,oumw' you, the brave, the noble-minded, the virtuous Meflalla ;
you, whom, I remember, my fon-in-law Brutus has frequently
extolled, as the moft prmmﬁng youth in Rome, tutored by
Phliufmph\ trained up in arms, fLouung all thofe foft, effe-
minate pleafures, that reconcile men to an eafy and indolent
fervitude, fit for all the rougheft tafks of lmnour and virtue,
fit to live or to d7e a freeman ?

MESSALLA.

Marcus Cato, I revere both your life and your death: but
the laft, permit-me to tell you, did no good to your country ;
and 'the former would have done more, if you could have mi-
tigated a little the fternnefs of your virtue, I will not fay of your
pnde. For my own part, I adhered with conftant integrity and
unwearied zeal to the republic, w ‘hile the republic exifted. I
fought for her at P}u]mpi, under the only commander, who,
if he had cowqmr“(e, would have conquered for her, not for
himfelf;,  When he was dead, I faw that nothing remained to
my country but the cheice of a mafler. I chole the befi.

cl A T

The beft!—What! a man who had broken all laws, who had
violated all trufts, who had led the armies of the common-

wealth
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