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DIA‘CLOGUES' OF ‘THE DEAD.

DITALOGUE  XII
Henry Duke of Guise.—MacHIAVEL

G UIESE,
VAUNT! thou fiend—TI abhor thy fight.—I look upon
thee as the original caufe of my death, and of all the ca-
lamities brought upon the French nation, in my father’s time

and my own.
MACHIAVEIL

I the caufe of your death! You furprize me!
GUISE.

Yes:—Your pernicious maxims of policy, ‘imported from
Florence with Catherine of Medicis, your wicked difciple, pro-
duced in France fuch a government, fuch diflimulation, fuch
perfidy, fuch violent, ruthlefs counfels, as threw that whole
kingdom into the utmoft confufion, and ended my life, even
inthe: palace of my fovereign, by the fwords of affaffins.

MACHIAVEL

Whoever may have a right to complain of my policy, you,
Sir, have not. You owed your greatnefs to it, and your de-
viating from it was the real caufe of your death. If it had not
been' for the affaflination of admiral Coligni and the maffacre
of the Huguenots, the firength and power which the condué
of fo able a chief would have given to that party, after the
death of your father, its moft dangerous enemy, would have
been fatal to your houfe: nor could you, even with all the ad-
vantage you drew from that great flroke of Royal policy, have
acquired the authority you afterwards rofe to in the kingdom
of France, but by purfuing my maxims ; by availing yonrfelf
of the fpecious name of religion, to ferve the fecret purpofes of
your ambiton; and by fuffering no reftraint of fear or con-
feience, not even the guilt of exciting a civil war, to check the
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neceflary progrefs of your well-concerted defigns. But on
the day of the barricades you moft imprudently let the king
efcape out of Paris, when you might have flain or depofed him,
This was dire@ly againft the great rule of my politics, noz 20
Siop fhors in rebellion or treafon till the work is fully compleated.
And you were juftly cenfured for it by Pope Sixtus Quintus,
a more confummate politician, who faid, yox ought to bave
knowsn, that when a fubfeét draws bis fword againfi bis king, be
Jhould throw away the feabbard. You likewife deviated from
my counfels, by putting yourfelf in the power of a fovereign
you had fo much offended. Why would you, againit all the
cautions I had given, expofe your life in a royal caftle to the
mercy of that prince? You trufted to his fear; but fear, in-
fulted and defperate, is often cruel, Impute therefore your
death, not to any fault in my maxims, but to your own folly
in not having fufficiently obferved them.
& U1 s E.

If neither I, nor that prince, had ever pmt'}'lfbd your
maxims in any part of our condud, he would have:reigned
many years with honour and peace, and I thould have rifen by

my. courage and talents to as high a pitch of greatnefs, as it

g
coofifted with the duty of a fubje& to defire. But.your in-
firucions led us on into thofe crooked pathsy out of which
there was no retreat without great danger, nor a pofl bility of
advancing without being detefted by all mankind ; and whoever
is fo bas every thing to fear jfrom that deteflation.. 1 will give
you a proof of this in the fate of a prince, who ought to have
been your lero, -inftead of Cafar Borgia, becaunfe he was in-
parably a greater n and, of -all who ever lived, feems
to have acted moft {teadily according to the rules laid down by
you I mean Richar: king of !'..I‘.\!_F"].llil'.i, He !'1:11*11::(1 a
no crime that could be profitable to him: he was a diffembler,
a hypocrite, 2 murderer in cool blood : after the death of his

com

brother he gained the crown, by cutting off, w ithout pity, all
who

= Machia-

vel's Prince.
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who ftood ‘in his way. " He 'trafted 'né" man any! further than
helped ' hid"own purpofes, and'| confifted 'with his own fafety,
He liberally rewarded all fervices done him, but would not Jet
the remembrance of them atone for offences; or fave any man
from deltruBion who obitrudted his views. Neverthelefs,
though his nature thrunk from no wickednefs which' could
ferve his ambition, he poffefled and exercifed all thofe virtues,
which you recommend to the practice of your prince. He was
bold and prudent in war, juit and ftn& in the general adminif>
tration of his government, and particularly careful, by a vi-
gorous execution of the laws, to prote@ the people againft in-
juries or opprethions from the great: In all his' actions and
words there conftantly appeared the higheft concern for the
honour of the nation. He was neither greedy‘of wealth  thac
belonged to other men, nor profufe of his own : but knew how
to give, and where to fave. He profeffed a moft edifying fenfe
of religion, pretended great zeal for the reformation of man-
ners, and was really an example of {obriety, chaftity, and tem-
perance, in the whole courfe of his life. « Nordid he {hed any
blood, but of thofe who were fuch obftacles in his way to do-
minion, as could not poflibly be removed by any other means.
‘This was a' prince after your heart : yer, mark his end, The
horror his crimes had excited in the minds of his fubjeéts; - and
the deteltation it produced, were fo pernicious to him, that they
enabled an exi/e, who had no right to the crown, and whofe
abilities were much inferior to his, to invade his realm and
deftroy him.
MACHIAVEL.

This example, T own, may feem to be of fome weight againft
the truth of my fyftem, But at the fame time it demon-
ftrates, that there was nothing fo new in the dorines 1 pub-
lithed, as to make it reafonable to charge me with the diforders
and mifchiefs, which, fince my time, any kingdom may have
bappened to fuffer from the ambition of a fubjedt, or the ty-

ranny
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ranny of a prince,  Human nature wants no teaching, torender
it wicked, In courts more efpecially there has been, from the
irft inftitution of monarchies, a policy praétifed, not lefs re-
pugnant than mine to the narrow and vulgar laws of humanity
and religion. Why fhould I be fingled out as worfe than other

{latefmen ?
GUISE.

There have been, it muft be owned, in all ages and all ftates,
many wicked politicians. But thou art the firlt that ever zaughe
the [eience of tyranny, reduced it to rules, and inftruéed his
difciples how to acquire and fecure it, by treachery, perjuries,
affaflinations, profciiptions ; and with a particular caution,
not to be ftopped in the progrefs of their crimes by any check
of ithe confcience or feeling of the hearts, but to pulh them
as far as they fhall judge to be neceffary to their greatnefs and
fafety. It is this which has given thee a pre-eminence in guilt
over all other flatefmen.

MACHIAVEL

If you had read”my book with candour, you would have
pt‘rcci-vcd, that I did not defire to render men either tyrants ot
rebels, but only fhewed, if they were fo, what coududly in
fuch circumftances, it would be rational and expedient for them

to. obferve.
GUlSE

When you were a minifter of fiate in_Florence, if any
chemift, or phyfician, had publithed a treatife, to infiruét his
countrymen in the art of poifoning, and how to do it with the
moft certain deflru@ion to others and fecurity to themfelves,
would you have allowed him to plead in his juftification, that
he did not defire men to poifon their neighbours; but, if
they would ufe fuch evil means of mending their fortunes, there
could furely be no harm in letting them know, what were the
moft eftectual poifons, and by what methods they might give
them without being difcovered? Would you haye thoughe it

a {uf-
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a fufficient apology for him, that he had dropped in his pre-
face, or here and there in his book, a fober exhortation againft
the committing of murder? Without all doubt, asa magtih"ate
concerned for the fafety of the people of Florence, you would
have punifhed the wretch with the utmoft 1etenty, “and taken
great care to deftroy every copy of fo pernicious a book. Yet
your own admired work contains a more baneful and more in-
fernal art. It poifons ftates and kingdoms, and fpreads its
malignity, like a general peftilence, over the whole world,
MACHIAVEL

You muft acknowledge at leaft, that my difcourfe on
Livy are full of wife and virtuous maxims and precepts of
government.

GU1SsE

This, T think, rather aggravates than alleviates your guilt.
How could you ftudy <.nd comment upon Livy with fo acute
and profound an under ftanding, and afterw: ards write a book
fo abfolutely repugnant to all the leflons of pelicy taught by
that fage and moral hiftorian ? how could you, who had feen
the piéture of virtue fo amiably drawn by his hand, and who
fecemed your felf to be fenfible of all its ch’!.rms fall 10 love with
a fury, .t‘(l fet up her dreadful image, as an objeé of worlhip
t(} I]JII‘[(_Lh :

MACHIAVEL

I was feduced by vanity. My heart was formed to love
virtue. But I wanted to be tllr.mght a greater genius in politics
than Ariftotle or Plato, Vanity, fir, is a paffion as ftrong in
authors as ambition in princes, or rather it is the fame paflion
exerting itfelf differently. I was @ duke of Guife in the repub-
lic of letters.

GU I.8§.E

The bad influences of your guilt have reached further than
mine, and been more lafting. But, heaven be praifed, your
credit is at prefent much dedmmg in Europe, I have been

told
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told by fome fhades who are lately arrived here, that the ableft
ftatefman of his time, a king, with whofe fame the world is
filled, has anfwered your book, and confuted all the principles
of 1r, with a noble feorn and abhorrence. I am allo aflured,
that in England there is a great and good king, whofe whole
life bas been a continued oppofition to your evil _/urgm, who has
hated all cruelty, all fraud, all falfenefs ; who{c word has been
facred, whofe honour inviolate ; who has made the laws of his
kingdom the rules of his gover mmu, and good faith and a re-

gard for the liberty of mmt\md the principles of his condué
with relpect to forcign powers; W ho rei igns more abfolutely
now in the hearts of his people, and does greater things by the
confidence they place n h'm, and by Lhr., efforts UM make
from the Ecnemm zeal of affe@dion, than any monarch ever
did, or ever will do, by all the arts of iniquity which you re-
commended.

B T S
DA B G UE XIII.
VireiL.—Horace.—MEeRcury.—Scaricer THE Erpeh.
¥ I R GAET

1\ Y dear Horace, your company 1s my yult\.ﬁ lzg]ﬂ" cven

in the Ely fmn fields. No wonder it was fo when we
lived Lfathhm in Rome. Never had man fo genteel, fo agree-
able, fo eafy a wit, or a temper fo pliant to th_ in Clnntmm of
others in the intercourfe of fociety, And then fuch integrity,
fuch fidelity, fuch gLI}LF{}iIET in your nature! A foul fo free
from all envy, fo benevolent, fo fincere, fo placable in'its anger,
fo warm and conftant in its affe@ions! You were as nece {fary
to Mzacenas, as he to ;\u'n'Lfﬂiuv Your converfation {weetene L“
to him all the cares of fns miniftry : your gaiety L'Em;u'ur his

dmupl.:ff {pirits ; and your cuuni“lb aflifted him when he want=

ed advice. For you were capable, my dear Horace, of coun-
Eee feling

L]
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