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434 DIALOGUES OF THE DEAD.

with all the praife you obtained from the learned men whom
you patronized , or the great men whom you courted.

DIALOGUE XVIII.

William the Third , King of England .— John de Witt,
Penfionary of Holland.

WILLIAM.

HP HOUGH I had no caufe to love you , yet, believe me, I
fincerely lament your fate. Who could have thought that

De Witt , the moft popular minifter that ever ferved a com¬
monwealth , mould fall a facririce to popular fury ! Such ad¬
mirable talents , fuch virtues, as you were endowed with , fo clear,
fo cool, fo comprehensive a head, a heart fo untainted with
any kind of vice, defpifing money, defpifing pleafure, defpifing
the vain oftentation of greatnefs , fuch application to bufinefs,
fuch ability in it , fuch courage , fuch firmnefs, and fo perfect
a knowledge of the nation you governed, feemed to affure
you of a fixed and liable fupport in the public affection. But
nothing can be durable that depends on the paffions of the
people.

D E WITT.

It is very generous in your majefty, not only to compaf-
fionate the fate of a man, whofe . political principles made him
an enemy to your greatnefs , but afcribe it to the caprice and
inconftancy of the people ; as if there had been nothing very
blameable in his conduct . I feel the magnanimity of this dif-
courfe from your majefty, and it confirms what I have heard
of all your behaviour after my death . But I rauft frankly
confefs,, that , although the rage of the populace was carried
much too far, when they tore me and my unfortunate brother
to pieces, yet I certainly had deferved to lofe their affection,
by relying too much on the uncertain and dangerous friendfhip

of
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of France , and by weakening the military ftrength of the

Itate , to ferve little purpofes of my own power, and fecure to

myfelf the interefted affection of the burgomafters , or others,

who had credit and weight in the fa<tion , the favour of which

I courted . This had almoft fubjeded my country to France,

if you, great prince , had not been fet at the head of the fal¬

ling republic , and had not exerted fuch extraordinary virtues

and abilities, to raife and fupport it , as furpaffed even the he-

roifm and prudence of William , our firft ftadtholder , and equal¬

led you to the mo ft illuftrious patriots of Greece or Rome.
WILLIAM . . r r

This praife from your mouth is glorious to me indeed !

What can fo much exalt the character of a prince, as to have

his actions, approved by a zealous republican , and the enemy

of his houfe !
D E WITT.

If I did not approve them , I mould mew myklf the enemy

of the republic . You never fought to tyrannize over it ; you

loved, you defended , you preferved its freedom. Thebes was

not more indebted to Epaminondas , or Pelopidas , for its in-

dependance and glory, than the United Provinces were to you.

How wonderful was it to fee a youth , who had fcarce attained

to the twenty -fecond year of his age, whofe fpirit had been

depreffed and kept down by a jealous and hoftile faction,

rifmg at once to the conduct of a moft arduous and perilous

war , flopping an enemy victorious, triumphant , who had pe¬

netrated into the heart of his country ; driving him back , and

recovering from him all he had conquered : to fee this done

with an army, in which , a little before, there was neither dis¬

cipline , courage , nor fenfe of honour ! Ancient hifbry has no

exploit fuperior to it ; and it will ennoble the modern , when¬

ever a Livy or a Plutarch mall arife, to do juftite to it , and

fet the hero who performed it in a true light.
R k k % WILLIAM.
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Say, rather , when time {hall have worn out that malignity
and rancour of party , which in free iiates is fo apt to oppofe
itfelf to the fentiments of gratitude and efteem for their fervants
and benefactors.

D E WITT.

How magnanimous was your reply , how much in the fpirit
of true ancient virtue , when being afked, in the greateft ex*

See Temple'stremity of our danger , " How you intended to live after Hoi-
from the <c land was lojlf '' You faid, " You would live on the lands you

" had left in Germany , and had rather pafs your lije in hunt-
259> 320- " jng there , than Jell your country or liberty to France at any

" rate / " How nobly did you think , when , being offered your
patrimonial lordfhips and lands in the county of Burgundy,
or the full value of them from France , by the mediation of
England , in the treaty of peace, your anfwer was, " That,
" to gain one good town more for the Spaniards in Flanders,
" you would be content to lofe them all !" No wonder , after
this , that you were able to combine all Europe in a league
againft the , power of France ; that you were the center of
union , and the directing foul of that wife, that generous con¬
federacy , formed by your labours ; that you could Iteadily
fupport and keep it together , in fpite of repeated misfortunes;
that even after defeats you were as formidable to Louis , as
other generals after victories ; and that in the end you became
the deliverer of Europe , as you had before been of Holland.

WILLIAM.

I had in truth no other object, no other paffion at heart,
throughout my whole life, but to maintain the independance
and freedom of Europe , againft the ambition of France . It
was this defire which formed the whole plan of my policy,
which animated all my counfels , both as prince of Orange and
king of England.

D E
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D E WITT.

This defire was the moft noble (I fpeak it with {Lame) that
could warm the heart of a prince, whofe ancestors had oppofed,
and in a great meafure deftroyed , the power of Spain, when
that nation afpired to the monarchy of Europe . France , fir,
in your days, had an equal ambition and more ftrength to fup-
port her vaft defigns , than Spain under the government of
Philip the Second. That ambition you reftrained , that ftrength
you refifted . I, alas ! was feduced by her perfidious court,
and by the neceility of affairs in that fyftem of policy which
I had adopted , to afk her afiiftance , to ■rely on her favour, and
to make the commonwealth , whofe counfels I directed , fubfer-

vient to her greatnefs .— Permit me, fir, to explain to you the
motives of my conduct . If all the princes of Orange had
acted like you , I mould never have been the enemy -of your
houfe. But prince Maurice of Naffau defired to opprefs the
liberty of that Hate, which his virtuous father had freed at the
expence of his life, and which he himfelf had defended , againft
the arms of the houfe of Auftria , with the higheft reputation
of military abilities . Under a pretence of religion (the molt
execrable cover of a wicked defign ) he put to death , as a cri¬

minal , that upright minifter , Barnevelt , his father ' s belt friend,
becaufe he refufed to concur , with him in treafon againft the
ftate . He likewife imprifoned feveral other good men and
lovers of their country , confifcated their eftates, and ruined
their families . Yet , after he had done thefe cruel acts of in—

juftice , with a view to make himfelf fovereign of the Dutch
commonwealth , he found they had drawn fuch a general odium
upon him , that , not daring to accomplifti his iniquitous pur-
pofe, he flopped fhort of the tyranny to which he had facri-
ticed his honour and virtue : a difappointment fo mortitying,
and fo painful to his mind , that it probably flattened his,
death ..

w I L L I A M,
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W I L L I A M.

Would to heaven he had died before the meeting of that in¬
famous fynod of Dort , by which he not only dimonoured
hi ml elf and his family , but the Proteftant religion icfelf ! For¬
give this interruption — my grief forced me to it— I detire you
to proceed.

D E WITT.

The brother of Maurice , prince Henry , who fucceeded to his
dignities in the republic , acted with more moderation . But
the fon of that good prince , your majefty ' s father , ([ am forry
to fpeak what I know you hear with pain) refumed , in the
pride and fire of his youth , the ambitious defigns of his uncle.
He failed in his undertaking , and foon afterwards died , but
left in the hearts of the whole republican party an incurable
jealoufy and dread of his family . Full of thefe prejudices , and
zealous for liberty , I thought it my duty , as penhonary of
Holland , to prevent for ever, if I could , your reftoration to
the power your anceftors had enjoyed , which I fincerely be¬
lieved would be inconfiftent with the fafety and freedom of my
country. WILLIAM.

Let me flop you a moment here.— When my great -grand¬
father formed the plan of the Dutch commonwealth , he made
the power of a ftadtholder one of the principal fprings in his
fyftem of government . How could you imagine that it would
ever go well when deprived of this fpring , fo neceffary to ad-
juft and balance its motions ? A conftitution originally formed
with no mixture of regal power may long be maintained in all
its vigour and energy , without fuch a power j but , if any de¬
gree of monarchy was mixed from the beginning in the prin¬
ciples of it , the forcing that out muft neceiTarily diforder and
weaken the whole fabric . This was particularly the cafe in
our republic . The negative voice of every fmall town in the
provincial dates , the tedious Hownefs of our forms and deli¬

berations,
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Derations, the facility with which foreign minifters may feduce

or purchafe the opinions of fo many perfons as have a right to

concur in all our refolutions , make it impoffible for the go¬

vernment , even in the quieten: times , to be well carried on,

without the authority and influence of a fladtholder , which

are the only remedy our conftitution has provided for thofe
evils.

D E WITT.

I acknowledge they are.— But I and my party thought no

evil fo great as that remedy ; and therefore we fought for

other more pleaftng refources. One of thefe , upon which we

moft confidently depended , was the friendfhip of France . I

flattered myfelf that the intereft of the French would fecure to

me their favour ; as your relation to the crown of England

might naturally raife in them a jealoufy of your power . I

hoped they would encourage the trade and commerce of the

Dutch , in opposition to the Engliih , the ancient enemies of

their crown , and let us enjoy all the benefits of a perpetual

peace, unlefs we made war upon England , or England upon
us ; in either of which cafes it was reafonable to prefume we
fhould have their affiftance . The French minifter at the

Hague , who ferved his court but too well , fo confirmed me

in thefe notions , that I had no apprehenfions of the niim

which was forming under my feet.
WILLIAM.

You found your authority ft rengthened by a-plan fo agree¬

able to your party ; and this contributed more to deceive your

fagacity than all the art of D 'Eftrades ..
d e w i. T T.

My policy feemed to me entirely fuitable to the laffing fe-

curity of my own power , of the liberty of my country , and

of its maritime greatnefs .. For I made it my care to keep up.

a very powerful navy , well commanded , and officered, , for the-
defence..
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defence of all thefe again ft the Englifh ; but , as I feared >

nothing from France , or any power on the continent , I neg¬
lected the army ; or rather I deftroyed it , by enervating all its

■ftrength, by diibanding old troops and veteran officers, at¬

tached to the houfe of Orange , and putting in their place a

trading militia , commanded by officers who had neither experi¬
ence nor courage , and who owed their promotions to no other
merit , but their relation to or intereft with fome leading men

in the feveral oligarchies, of which the government in all the
Dutch towns is compofed . Neverthelefs , on the invafion of

Flanders by the French , I was forced to depart from my
clofe connexion with France , and to concur with England and

Sweden in the triple alliance , which Sir William Temple pro-

pofed , in order to check her ambition : but as I entered into
.that meafure from neceffity, not from choice , I did not purfire
it . I neglected to improve our union with England , or to
fecure that with Sweden ; I avoided any conjunction of coun-
fels with Spain ; I formed no alliance with the Emperor or
the Germans ; I corrupted our army more and more ; till a
fudden , unnatural confederacy , ftruck up again ft all the maxims

of policy , by the court of England with France , for the con-
queft of the Seven Provinces , brought thefe at once to the very
brink of deftruction , and made me a victim to the fury of a

populace too juftly provoked.
WILLIAM.

I mull: fay, that your plan was in reality nothing more than
to procure for the Dutch a licence to trade , under the good

fleafure and gracious protetlion of France . But any ftate that
fo entirely depends on another , is only a province, and its li¬
berty is a ferviiude graced with a fweet but empty name . You .
ilici 'ld have reflected, that to a monarch fo ambitious and fo vain

as Louis le Grand , the idea of a conqueft , which feemed al-

moft certain , and the deftre of humbling a haughty republic,
c were
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were temptations irrefiftible , His bigotry Iikewife would con¬
cur in recommending to him an enterprife , which he might
think would put herefy under his feet . And if you knew
either the character of Charles the Second, or the principles of
his government , you ought not to have fuppofed his union
with France for the ruin of Holland an impoffible , or even
improbable event . It is hardly excufable in a (tatefman to be
greatly furprized , that the inclinations of princes mould pre¬
vail upon them to act, in many particulars , without any re¬
gard to the political maxims and intereft of their kingdoms.

D E WITT.

I am alhamed of my error ; but the chief caufe of it was,s ee Temple1

that though I thought very ill , I did not think quite fo ill of f̂ mthe

Charles the Second and his miniftry as they deferved. I ima- £"6̂ J*
gined too that his parliament would reftrain him from en- 2J9>299-

gaging in fuch a war, or compel him to engage in our defence,
if France iliould attack us. Thefe , I acknowledge , are ex-
cufes, not junifications . When the French marched into Hol¬
land , and found it in a condition fo unable to refift them , my
fame as a minuter irrecoverably funk . For , not to appear a
traitor , I was obliged to confefs myfelf a dupe. But what
praife is fufficient for the wifdom and virtue you mewed , in
fo firmly rejecting the offers, which I have been informed were
made to you , both by England and France , when firft you
appeared in arms at the head of your country , to give you
the fovereignty of the Seven Provinces , by the affiftance, and
under the protedtion , of the two crowns 1 Believe me, great
prince , had I been living in thofe times , and had known the
generous anfwers you made to thofe offers, which were repeated
more than once during the courfe of the war : not the mod

o

ancient and devoted fervant to your family would have been
more your friend than I. But who could reafonably hope for
fuch moderation , and fuch a right fenfe of glory , in the mind

L 1 1 of
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of a young man , defcended from kings, whofe mother wag
daughter to Charles the Firft , and whofe father had left him
the feducing example of a very difFerent conduct ? Happy in¬
deed was the Englifh nation to have fuch a prince fo nearly-
allied to their crown both in blood and by marriage , whom
they might call to be their deliverer , when bigotry and defpo-
tifm, the two greater!: enemies to human fociety , had almoft
overthrown their whole conftitution in church and ftate!

WILLIAM.

They might have been happy ; but were not .— As foon as I
had accomplifhed their deliverance for them , many of them
became my more implacable enemies, and even wifhed to reftore
the unforgiving prince , whom they had fo unanimoufly and fo
jultly expelled from his kingdom .—-Such levity feems incre¬
dible . I could not myfelf have imagined it poffible, in a na¬
tion famed for good fenfe , if I had not had proofs of it beyond
contradiction . They feemed as much to forget what they called,
me over for , as that they had called me over. The fecu-
rity of their religion , the maintenance of their liberty , were
no longer their care. All was to yield to the incomprehen-
iible doctrine of right divine and pajjive obedience. Thus the
Tories grew "Jacobites, after having renounced both that doc¬
trine and James , by their oppofition to him , by the invitation
of me, and by every act of the parliament which gave me the
crown .— But the moft troublefome of my enemies were a fett
of Republicans , who violently oppofed all my meafures, and
joined with the Jacobites in difturbing my government, , only
becaufe it was not a commonwealth.

D E WITT.

They who were republicans under your government in the
kingdom of England did not love liberty , but afpired to do¬
minion , and wifhed to throw the nation into a total confufion,
that it might give them a chance of working out from that
anarchy a better ftate for themfelves.

WILLIAM.
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u^-ff TOflJomilodw .-̂ Ml 1 L L 1 A M-ibi> nem winm * e la

Your obfervation is jaft . A proud man thinks himfelf a

lover of liberty , when he is only impatient of a power in go-

vernment above his own , and , were he a king , or the firft mi-

nifter of a king , would be a tyrant . Neverthclels I will own

to you , with the candour which,becomes a virtuous prince,
that there were in England fome Whi ^s, and even fome of the

O »—1

moft fober and moderate Tories , who , with very honert inten¬

tions , and fometimes with good judgements , propofed new fe-

curities to the liberty of the nation , againft the prerogative or

influence of the crown , and the corruption of minifters in fu¬

ture times . To fome of thefe I gave way, being convinced

they were right ; but others I refilled , for fear of weakening
too much the royal authority , and breaking that hala?icê in

which confifls the perfection of a mixed form of government.

I mould not , perhaps , have refitted fo many , if I had not feen

in the houfe of commons a difpofition to rife in their demands

on the crown , had they found it more yielding . T he difficul¬

ties of my government , upon the whole , were fo great , that I

once had determined , from mere difguft and refentment , to

give back to the nation , affembled in parliament , the crown

they had placed on my head , and retire to Holland , where I

found more affedion and gratitude in the people . But I was

flopped by the earneft Amplications of my friends , and by an

unwillingnefs to undo the great work I had done : efpecially as

I knew , that , if England mould return into the hands of king

James , it would be impoffible , in that crifis, to preferve the

reft of Europe from the dominion of France.
D E WITT.

Heaven be praifed that your majefty did not perfevere in fo
fatal a refolution ! The United Provinces would have been ru¬

ined by it together with England . But I cannot enough ex-

prefs my aftonifhment , that you mould have met with fuch
L 1 1 2 treat-
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treatment as could fuggeft fuch a thought ! The Englifh muft
fure be a people incapable either of liberty or fubjection !

w I L L I A M.

There were, I muft acknowledge , fome faults in my temper*
and fome in my government , which are an excufe for my fub-
jetts with regard to the uneafinefs and difquiet they gave me.
My taciturnity , which fuited the genius of the Dutch , offend¬
ed theirs. They love an affable prince : it was chiefly his af¬
fability that made them fo fond of Charles the Second. Their
franknefs and good-humour could not brook the referve and
coldnefs of my nature . ( Then the excefs of my favour to fome
of <e Dutch , whom I had brought over with me, excited a na¬
tional jealoufy in the Englifh , and hurt their pride . My go¬
vernment alfo appeared , at laft, too unfteady , too fluctuating
between the Whigs and the Tories , which almoll deprived me
of the confidence and affection of both parties . I trufted too
much to the integrity and the purity of my intentions , without
uimg thofe arts that are necefmry to allay the ferment of fac¬
tions and allure men to their duty by foothing their paflions.
Upon the whole , I am fenfible that I better underfbod how to-
govern the Dutch than the Englifh or the Scotch, and fhouldO O '

probably have been thought a greater man , if I had not been
king of Great Britain.o

D E WITT.

It is a fhame to the Englifh , that gratitude , and affection for
fuch merit as yours , were not able to overcome any little dif-
gufts arifing from your temper , and enthrone their deliverer in
the hearts of his people . But will your majefly give me leave
to afk you one queftion ? Is it true , as I have heard, that many
of them dilliked your alliances on the continent , and fpoke of
your war with France as a Dutch 7neafure-i in which you facri-
ficed England to Holland ?

2 W I L-
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W I L L/i! oA./j*P-nui bluOO'8/5.inaxrjJBait

The cry of the nation at firft was Urong for the war : but

before the end of it the Tories began publickly to talk the lan¬

guage you mention . And no wonder they did ;— for, as they
then had a defire to fet up again the maxims of government
which had prevailed in the reign of their beloved Charles the

Second, they could not but reprefent oppolition to France , and

vigorous meafures taken to reftrain her ambition , as unneceffary
for England : becaufe they well knew that the counfels of that:

king had been utterly averfe to fuch meafures ; that his whole

policy made him a friend to France ; that he was governed by a;
French miftrefs, and even bribed by French money , to give that

court his afliftance , or at leaft his acquiefcen.ee, in all their

defigns.
■tmivi d e wit T̂ ban^ qof. oij •. .u,

A king of England , whofe cabinet is governed by France,,
and who becomes a vile penlioner to a French king , degrades

himfelf from his royalty , and ought to be considered as an enemy
to the nation . Indeed the whole policy of Charles the Second,,
when he was not forced off from his natural bias, by the necef-

lity he lay under of foothing his parliament , was a conftant , de-

figned , fyftematical oppolition to the intereft of his people . His
brother , though more fenlxble to the honour of England , was ?,

by his Popery and deiire of arbitrary power , conftrained to lean

upon France , and do nothing to obftrucl: her defigns on the
continent , or leffen her gieatnefs . It was therefore neceflary to-

place the Brkifh crown on your head , not only with a view to

preferve the religious and civil rights of the people from internal
oppreffions , but to refcue the whole , ftate from that fervile de~

pendanre on its natural enemy , which muft unquestionably have
ended in its deftruftion . What folly was it to revile your mea¬

fures abroad , as facrificing the intereft of your Britifh dominions
to connexions with the continent , and principally with Holland !,
had Great Britain no intereft to hinder the French , from being

mailers.
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mailers of all the Auftrian Netherlands , and forcing the Seven
United Provinces , her ftrongeft barrier on the continent againft
the power of that nation , to fubmit with the reft to their yoke ?
would her trade , would her coafts, would her capital itfelf, have
been fafe, after fo mighty an encreafe of fhipping and failors, as
France would have gained by thofe conquefts ? and what could
have prevented them , but the war which you waged , and the al¬
liances which you formed ? could the Dutch and the Germans,
unaided by Great Britain , have attempted to make head againft
a power , which , even with her aftiftance , ftrong and fpirited as it
was, they could hardly refift ? And alter the check which had
been given to the encroachments of France , by the efforts of
the firft grand alliance , did not a new and greater danger make
it neceffary to recur to another fuch league ? was not the union
of France and Spain under one monarch , or even under one
family , the moll alarming contingency that ever had threatened
the liberty of Europe?

WILLIAM.

I thought fo ; and I am fure I did not err in my judgement.
But folly is blind ; and faction wilfully fhuts her eyes againft
the moft evident truths that crofs her defigns ; as fhe believes
any lies, however 'palpable and abfurd, that fhe thinks will aflift
them.

D E WITT.

■The only objection which feems to have any real weight
againft your fyftem of policy , with regard to the maintenance
of a balance of power in Europe , is the enormous expence
that muft neceffarily attend it ; an expence which I am afraid
neither England nor Holland will be able to bear without ex¬
treme inconvenience.

WILLIAM.

I will anfwer that objection by alking a queftion . If, when
you was penfionary of Holland , intelligence had been brought,
that the dykes were ready to break , and the fea was coming in, to

over-
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overwhelm and to drown us, what would you have faid to one
of the deputies , who , when you were propofing the proper re¬
pairs to flop the inundation , fhould have objected to the charge,
as too heavy on the province ? This was the cafe in a political
fenfe with both England and Holland . The fences raifed to
keep out fu perflation and tyranny were all giving way : thofe
dreadful evils were threatening , with their whole accumulated
force, to break in upon us, and overwhelm our eccleflaftical
and civil conftitution . In fuch circumftances to object to a ne-
cefiary expence is folly and madnefs.

D E WITT.

It is certain , Sir, that the utmoft abilities of a nation can ne¬

ver be fo well employed , as in the unwearied , pertinacious de¬
fence of their religion and freedom . When tbefe are loft , there
remains nothing that is worth the concern of a good or wife
man . Nor do I think it confident with the prudence of go¬
vernment not to guard againft future dangers , as well as pre-
fent ; which precaution muft be often in fome degree expenlive.
I acknowledge too, that the refources of a commercial country,
which fupports its trade , even in war, by invincible fleets, and
takes care not to hurt it in the methods of impohng or collect¬
ing its taxes , are immenfe , and inconceivable till the trial is
made ; efpecially where the government , which demands the
fupplies, is agreeable to the people . But yet an unlimited and
continued expence will in the end be deftructive , What matters
it whether a ftate is mortally wounded by the hand of a foreign
enemy, or dies by a confumption of its own vital ftreng-th ?
Such a confumption will come upon Holland fooner than upon
England , becaufe the latter has a greater radical force : but§
great as it is, that force at lafl: will be fo diminifhed and ex~
haufted by perpetual drains , that it may fail ail at once , and

thofe efforts , which may feem mo ft furprifingly vigorous , will
be in reality the convulJio?is of death . I don ' t apply this to your
majefty 's government ; but I fpeak with a view to what may

7 happen.
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happen hereafter from the extenftve ideas of negociation and
war which you have eftablifhed . They have been falutary to
your kingdom ; but they will , I fear, be pernicious in future
times , if, in purfuing great plans , great minifters do not adl:
with a fobriety , prudence , and attention to frugality , which very
feldom are joined with an extraordinary vigour and boldnefs of
counfels-

V \ >f V **fif \a?MMMWM&MK

DIALOGUE XIX.

M . Apicius — Darteneuf.

DARTENEUF.

ALAS ! poor Apicius !— I pity thee from my heart , for not
having lived in my age and in my country . How many

good dimes , unknown at Rome in thy days, have 1 feafted upon
in England I

APICIUS.

Keep your pity for yourfelf .— How many good dimes have
I feafted upon in Rome , which England does not produce , or
of which the knowledge has been loft, with other treafures of
antiquity , in thefe degenerate days ! The fat paps of a fow, the
livers of fcari, the brains of phcenicopters , and the tripotanum^
which conftfted of three excellent forts of fifti, for which you
JEnglifh have no names , the lupus marinus ^ the myxo, and the
murana.

DARTENEUF.

I thought the mur &na had been our lamprey . We have de¬
licate ones in the Severn!

APICIUS.

No : — the muraena, fo refpecTred by the ancient Roman fe-
nators , was a fait-water fifli, and kept by our nobles in ponds,
into which the fea was admitted.
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