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DIALOGUES OF THE DEAD.

with all the praile you obtained from the learned men whom
you patronized, or the great men whom you courted.

R B
Dl L OGN e XV,

Wirriam e Tuirp, King of England.—Joun pe Wi,
Penfionary of Holland.
WILLIAM.
HOUGH I had no caufe to love you, yet, believe me, I
fincerely lament your fate. Who could have thought that
De Witt, the moft Pupuiar minifter that ever ferved a com-
monwealth, fhould fall a facrifice to popular fury ! Such ad-
mirable talents, fuch virtues, as you were endowed with, fo clear,
fo cool, fo comprehenfive a head, a heart fo untainted with
any kind of vice, defpifing money, defpifing pleafure, defpifing
the vain oftentation of greatnefs, fuch application to bufinefs,
fuch ability in it, fuch courage, fuch firmnefs, and fo perfect
a knowledge of the nation you governed, feemed to afiure
you of a ‘fixed ‘and flable fupport in the public affection. But
nothing' can' be durable that depends on the paffions of the
people.
DE WITT.

It is very generous in your majefty, not only to compaf-
fionate the fate of a man, whole. political principles made him
an enemy to your greatnels, but afcribe it to the caprice and
inconftancy of the people; as if there had been nothing very
blameable in his.condudt. | I fecl the magnanimity of this dif-
courfe from your majefty, and it confirms what I have heard
of all your behaviour after my death. But I muft. frankly
confefs, that, although the rage of the populace was carried
much too far, when they tore me and my unfortunate brother
to plu,ces, yet I certainly had deferved to lole their affe&ion,
by relying too much on the uncertain and dangerous trlmdllup

of
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of France, and by weakening the military ftrength of the
flate, to ferve little purpnfcs of my own power, and decure to
myfelf the interefted affe@ion of the burgomalters, or others,
who had credit and weight in the fadion, the favour of which
I courted. This had almoft fubjected my country to France,
if you, great prince, had not been fet at the head of the fal-
ling republic, and had not exerted fuch extraordinary virtues
and abilities, to raife and fupport it, as furpafled even the he-
roifm and prudence of William, our firft ftadtholder, and equal-
led you to the moft illuftrious patriots of Greece or Rome.
WILLIAM

This praife from your mouth is. glorious to me indeed !
What can fo much exalt the chara&er of a prince, as:to have
his aftions: approved by a zealous republican, and the enemy
of” his  houfe!

BE WELTT

If I did not approve them, I hould fhew myfelf the enemy
of the republic. You never fought to tyrannize over it 3 you
loved, you defended, you p eferved its freedom. . Thebes pvas
ot more indebted to ]*'p:uninunﬁus, or Pelopidas, for its in-
dependance and glory, than the United Provinces were to you.
How wonderful was it to fee a youth, who had fearce attained
to the twenty-fecond year of his age, whofe fpirit had been
deprefled and kept down by a jealous and hoftile fadtien,
rifing at once to the condut of a moft arduous and perilous
war, {topping an enemy victorious, triumphant, who had: pe-
petrated into ‘the heart of his country 3 driving him back, and
recovering from him all he had conquered :, to fee this done
with an army, in which, a little before; there was neither dil-
cipline, courage, nor fenfe of honour! Ancient hiftoty has no
exploit fuperior to it nd ‘it will ennoble the modern, when-
ever a Livy ora Plutarch fhall arife; to do juftice to it and
{et the hero who 1‘.-r;ri":_11'mr:d it in a true light.

KK 2 WILLIAM.
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WILLIAM
Say, rather, when time fhall have worn out that malignity

and rancour of party, which in free flates is fo apt to oppe ole
itfelf to the fentiments of gratitude and efteem for lf'h.ir {ervants

and benefa@ors.

=

DE WITT

How magnanimous was your reply, how much in the {pirit

of true ancient wvirtue, when being alked, in the greatelt ex-
i_}jl:_{:::\:‘-’ﬁtn[nltv of our dantfu “‘ Ho‘-::-'_ yow intended to live n,"m Hol-
fromthe  ** Jond was lof} 2” You faid, * You would live om the lands vou
® 1675, b Eihied left in Germany, amf bad rather pafi your life in bunt-
mtaeR z‘fﬂg.r'.ez than fell your country or liberty to France at any
' ¢ rate!I”. How nobly did you thi uL, when, being offered your
patrimonial lordfhips and lands in the county of Burgt mcfy,
or the full value of them from France, by the mediation of
England, in the treaty of peace, your anfwer was, *¢ T'::.-.*,

“ 10 gain one good town more for the ;Sf‘ddfﬂﬂfj 12 Flanders,

 you would ée conitent to lofe ihem alll” NWo WOﬂdLI‘, after

this,  that you were able to combine all Europe in a league
agunl’c the poWLr of France; that you were the center of

union, and the dire@ing foul of il..:t wile, that generous con-
federacy, formed by your labours ; Lhu: you Louf.. fteadily
fuppnrt ml keep it mvc,thu- in Ip:r:: of rc-uuln.d misfortunes

that even after deiuu you were as F(JI’I']‘HJI[J}C to Louis, as

01:}1e1 generals after victories; and that in the end you lacmn*c

he deliverer of Europe, as you had before been of Holland.

W I LoL'T A M,

I had in truth no other obje&, no other ‘p'lfir(m at heart,
throughout my whole life, but to maintin the inde -pendance
and freedom of Europe, againft the ambition of France. It
was this defire which formed the whole piau of my policy,
which animated all my counfels, both as prince of Orange and

! king of England.
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This defire was the moft noble l_f ianL it 1.'»;1[. fhame), that
could warm the heart of a prince, w hofe anceftors had -.',-P'if-:_][Lgi,
and in a great mea fure deftroyed, the pm er of mln'm, when
that nation afpired to the =110n¢..c,h\' of Europe. - France, fir,
in your days, ]md an equ: al ambition and more ftrength to fup-
port her valt defi gns, than Spain under the government of
Philip the Sccond. lh:a’-. e‘.mhmnr you reftrained, that ftrength
vou refifted. I, alas! was feduced by her perfidious court,
and by the neceflity of affairs in that fyftem of I.‘t"]it"'.-' which
I had qcl,:u-*tcd to afk her affiftance, to 1\1.. on her favour, L..ui
to make E"c LU-.".HﬂOll"-’-’C:Lllh whofe counfels I dire@ed, fubfe
vient to her greatnefs. — Permit me, fir, to explain to you :!‘-c
motives of my condué, If all the princes of Orange had
a@ted like you, I fhould never have been the enemy -of your
houfe. = But ‘prince Maurice of Naffau defired to nplm{a the
liberty of that flate, wh Lh his virtuous father had freed at the
expence of his life, and which he himfe -1' had defended, againft
the arms of the houfe of Auftria, with the highelt reputation
of military abilities. Under a pretence of relig ton (the' moit
execrable cover of a wicked defign) he put to death, asa cri-
minal, that upright minifter, Bar nevelt, his father’s beit fi riend,

becaufe he refufed to concur. with him in trea {on againttthe

flate. He likewife imy:-llimcd feveral other good men- and
lovers of their country, confifcated their ellates, ;nu"l ruined
their families.  Yet, after he had done thefe cruel a&ts of 10
juftice, with a view to ma ke himfelf fovereign of the Dutch
commonwealth, he found they had drawn fuch a genera
upon him, that, not daring- to accomplith ] is iniquit
1«-;,1n., he ﬂoh ped: fhort of the tyranny to '
ficed his honour and virtue: a dii}-i“l'n':;“--‘:--'
and {o painful to his 5'a.111tf.} that, it probab
death..
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W I1I'L L T'A M
Would to heaven he had died before the meeting of that in-

famous {fynod of Dort, by which he not only difhonoured
himfelf and his family, but the Proteftant religion icelf! For-.
give this interruption—my orief forced me to it—I defire you
to proceed.

hE Wi 1T

The brother of Maurice, prince Henry, who {ucceeded to his

dignities 1n the republic, aéted with more moderation. But
the fon of that good prince, your majelty’s father, ({am forry
to' fpeak what I know you hear with pain) refumed, in the
pride and fire of his youth, the ambitious defigns of his uncle.
He failed in his undertaking, and foon afterwards died, but
leéft in the hearts of the whole republican party an incurable
jealoufy and dread of his family. Full of thefe prejudices, and
zealous for liberty, I thought it my duty, as penfionary of
Holland, to prevent for ever, if I could, your reftoration to
the power your anceftors had enjoyed, which I fincerely be-
lieved swould be inconfiftent with the fafety and freedom of my
country.

W 1L E I A M

Let ‘me ftop you a moment here—When my great-grand-
father formed the plan of the Dutch commonwealth, he 'made
the power of a ftadtholder one of the principal fprings in his
fyftem of government. How could you imagine that it would
ever go well when deprived of this {pring, fo neceffary to ad-
juft and balance its motions ! A conftitution originally formed
with no mixture of regal power may long be maintained in all
its vigour and energy, without fuch a power; but, if any de-
erce of monarchy was mixed from the beginaing in the prin-
ciples of it, the forcing that out muft neceflanly diforder and
weaken the whole fabric.  This was particulatly the cafe in
our republic. The negative voice of every fmall town in the
provincial Rates, the tedious flownefs of our forms and deli-

berations,
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berations, the facility with which foreign minilters may feduce
or purchafe the opinions of fo many perfons as have a right to
concur in all our refolutions, make it impofiible for the go-
vernment, even in the quieteft times, to be well darried on,
without the authority and influence of a ftadtholder, which
are the only remedy our conftitution has provided for thofe
evils.
DIE W LT T,
I acknowledge they are—But I and my party thought no
evil fo great as that remedy ; and therefore we fought for
othrer more p‘.ulting refources. One of thefe; upon which we
moft confidently depended, was the friendfhip of France. I
flattered mylelf that the interelt of the French would fecure to
me their favour; as your relation to the crown of England
right naturally raife in them a jealoufy of your power. I
hoped they' would encourage the trade and commerce of the
Dutch, in oppofition to the Englifh, the ancient enemics: of
their crown, and let us enjoy all the benefits of a perpetual
peace, unlefs we made war upon England, or England upon
us; in either of which cafes it was reafonable to prefume we
{hould have their affiftance. The French mimifter at the
Hague, who ferved his court but too well, fo confirmed me
in thefe notions, that I had no apprehenfions of the mine
which was forming under my feet.
W ILLJIAM
You found your authority firengthened by a plan {fo agree-
able to your party; and this contributed more to deceive your
fagacity than all the art of D Eftrades.
L Ay
My policy feemed to me entirely fuitable to the lafting fe-
curity of my' own power, of g
of its maritime greatnefs. For I made it my care to keep up
a very powerful navy, well commanded and officered,, for the

the liberty of my country,,and

defence

£39
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defenet oof allvthefes againft the Englifliy: bur;isasid feared
I

nothing from Franeey ‘or’any power on the:continenty 1 neg-
ledteel vhie apmy s or rather T deffroyed it, by enervating all its

firength, by L‘I]I.b::'.lli‘]]!“g old stroops and o veteran officersy at-
taclied to the houfe of ' Orange, and putting 1o their - plagea
drading militia; commanded by officers.who had neither experi-
ence nor ‘courage, and who owed their promotions to no other
merity but their relation to or intereft 'with fome leading men
i’ the feveral o/igarobies, of which the government in all .the
Dutch' towns. is compofed. Neverthelefs, on the invalion of
Flanders by the French, I was forced to depart from my
clofe connexion. with France, and to cencur with England and
Sweden in the triple alliance, which Sir William Temple pro-
er to check het ambition: but as I entered into
wotfrom choice, T did not pur{'ﬁc

pofed, in ord
that meafure from neceflity,
it. I negledted to improve our union with England, or te
focure that with Sweden ; I avoided any ‘conjunction of coun-
fels with Spain; I formed no alliance with the Emperor ot
the Germans; I corrupted our army miore and ‘more ; tlla
fuddén, unnatural confederacy, ftruck up againit all the maxims
of policy, by the court of England with France, for the con-
queil of the Seven Provinces, brought thefe at once to the very
brink of deftru&ion, and K made me a vi@im to the fury of a
populace too juftly provoked.
w I L LI A M
I muft fay, that your plan was in reality nothing more than
to procure for the Dutch a licence to trade, under the good
pleafiure and gracious protetiion of France. But any ftate that
fo entirelyrdepends on another, is.only a province, and its . /-
berty is:a fervitude graced with a{weet but empty mme., You
{honld have refle@ed, that to a monarch foambitious and fevain
as Louis le Grand, the idea of a conqueft, which feemed. . al-
moft certain, and the defire of humbling a haughty. republic,
5 WCTC
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were temptations irrefiftible.  His bigotry likewife would con-
cur in recommending to him an. enterprife, which he might
think would put herefy under his feet. And if you knew
either the charader of Charles the Second, or the principles of
his government, you ought not to have fuppofed his union
with France for the ruin of Holland an impoflible, or even
improbable event. It is hardly excufable in a ftatefman to be
greatly furpnized, that the inclinations of princes fhould pre-
vail upon them to ad, in many particulars, without any re-
gard to the political maxims and intereft of their kingdoms,

D-E W I T X

I am afhamed of my error; but the chief caufe of it was, sce Temples
that though I thought very ill, 1did not think quite fo ill o
Chatles the Second and his miniftry as they deferved. I ima- el o
gined too that his parliament would reftrain him from en- 5% 9%
gaging in fuch a war, or compel him to engage in our defence,
if France fhould attack us. Thefe, T acknowledge, are ex-
cfes, not juftifications. When the French marched into Hel-
land, and found it in a condition fo unable to reift them, my
fame as a minifter irrecoverably funk. For, not to appear a
traitor, 1 was obliged to confefs myfelf a dupe. But what

raife is {ufficient for the wifdom and virtue you fhewed, in

fo firmly rejecting the offers, which I have been informed were
made to you, both by England and France, when firft you
appeared In arms at the head of your country, to give you
the [overeignty of the Seven Provinces, by the afliltance, and
under the protection, of the two crowns! Believe me, great
prince, had I been living in thofe times, and had known the
generous anfwers you made to thofe offers, which were repeated
more than once during the courfe of the war; not the moft
ancient and devoted fervant to your family would have been
more your friend than I.  But who could reafonably hope for
fuch moderation, and fuch a right fenfe of glory, in the mind
L1l of
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of a young man, defcended from ‘kings, whofe mother was
daughter to Charles the Firft, and whofe father had left him
the feducmg example of a very different condu& ? Happy in-
deed was the Englith nation to have fuch a prmca fo nearly
allied to their crown both in blood and by marriage, whom
they might call to be their d:’.lnerm, when h,g;mu' and defpo-
tifm, the two greateft cnemies to human fociety, had almoft
overthrown their whole conftitution in church and ftate |
W I LLTAM

They might have been happy ; but were not.—As foon' as'T
had accompl lithed their deliverance for them, many of them
became my moft 1n'lpu.1r‘.1bic enemies, and even wilhed to reftore
the ur 1{01’{;1.!:1:1@ prince, whom they had fo unanimoufly and fo
juitly expelled from his kingdom. —Such levity feems incre~
dible. ' 1 could not nn”f hn imagined it peflible, in a na<
tion famed for _aum Jenfe, if T had not had proofs of it beyond

ontradiflion. They feemed as much to forcet whar they called
me over for, as that they had called me cver. “'The fecu-
rity ‘of their religion, the maintenance of their liberty, ‘were
no longer ther care.  All was to yield to the incomprehen-
fible doéttine of right divine and p:{gﬁru obedicnce.  Thus the
Tories grew Jacobites ; after h: wmg renounced both ‘that doc-
trine and ' James, by their ‘oppofition to him, by the invitation
of me, and by every act of the pmlmmtnt which gave me the
crown.—But the moft troublefome of my enemies were a fett
of Republicans, who violently oppofed all my meafures, and
joined with the Jacobites in diftur bing my government, only
becaufe it was not a commonwealth.

BUES WOF TAT

'i['hc:y w I]D were republicans under your government in the
kingdom of England did not love li hlrv but pr}rcd to do-
mm:on, and wifhed to throw the nation into a total confufion;
that it might give them a chance of working out from that
anarchy a better flate for themfelves
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S e oD TRl A

Your obfervation is juft. A proud man thinks. himfelf .a
lover of liberty, when he is only impatient of a power 11 gO-
vernment above his own, and, were he a king, or the frft ‘mi-
pifter of a king, would be a tyrant, Neverthelefs T will own
to you, Wwith the candour which, becomes a virtuous, prince,
that there were in England {fome Whigs, and even {fome of the
moft fober and moderate Tories, who, with very honelt inten-
tions, and fometimes with good judgements, pr}?-;mil-ci new, fe-
curities to the libeity of the nation, agaift the prerogative. or
- fluence of the crown, and the corruption of minifters in fu-
ture times. To fome of thefe ] gave way, being convinced
they were right ;. but others I refifted, for fear of weakening
too much, the royal authority, and breaking that. balance; n
which confifts the perfe&ion of a mixed form eof government.
I {hould not, perhaps, have refifted fo many, if I had not feen
in the houfe of commons a difpofition to rife in their demands
on the crown, had they found it more yielding. 1 he difficul-
ties of my government, upon the whole, were {o great, -that 1
once had determined, from mere difguft and relentment,: to
ive back to the nation, aflembled in_parliament, the crown
they had placed on my head, and retire to Holland, where I
found more affe@ion and gratitude in the people. . But I was
ftopped by the earneft {upplications of my, friends, and by an
unwillingnefs to undo the great work 1 had done: efpecially as
1 knew, that, if England fhould return into the hands of king
James, it would be impoflible, in that crilis, to preferve the

reft of Europe from the dominion of France.

DE WITT

Heaven be praifed that your majefty did not perfevere in fo
fatal a refolution! The United Provinces would have been ru-
ined by it together with England.  But 1 cannot enough ex-
prefs my aftonithment, that you fhould have met with fuch
3 97 3 0% treat-
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treatment as could fuggeft fucha thought! The Englith muft
fure be:a/peopleincapable either of liberty or fubjéétion !

W ITLT L I A M

There wcrc, I muft acknowledge, fome faults in my temper,
and {fome in my government, which are an excufe for my fub-
je@s with rcq'ud to the uneaflinefs and difquiet they gave me
My taciturnity, which fuited the genius of the Dutch, l’JHLnd-—
ed theirs. | They love an affable prince: it was chiefly his af-
fability that made them fo fond of Charles the Second.  Their
franknefs and good-humour could: not brook the referve and
coldnefs of my nature. | Then the excefs of my favour to {fome
of the iJL:r'ch, whom I had brought over with me, excited a na-
tional jealoufy in the Englifh, and ‘hurt their pride. My go-
vernment allo appeared, at laft, too unﬂmd} ,» tOO huc’tuaun-?
setween the Whigs and the Tories, which almoft deprived me
of the confidence .mcl affe@tion of both parties. I trufted too
much to the integrity and the purity of my intentions, without
Limg thofer arts that are neceffary to allay the ferment of fac-
tions:and  allure ‘men to their duty by foothing their paffions.
Upon the whole, I am fenfible that I better underftood how to
govern the. Dutch than the Englifh or the Scotch, and fhould
Pl{)hihli' have been thought a greater man, if 1 had not been
king of Great Britain.

R R R o B

Itis a fhame to the Englifh, that gratitude, and affection for
fuch merit as yours, were not able to evercome any little dif-
!mlta arifing r from your temper, and enthrone their deliverer in
the hearts of his people.  But will your majelty give me leave
to alk you one quefltion? Isit true, as I have heard, that many
of them difliked your alliances on the continent, and fpoke of
your war with France as a, Dutch meafure, in which you facri-
ficed England to Holland f

= W I L-
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The cry of the nation at firlt was itrong for 'the war: but
before the end of it the Tories began publickly to talk the lan-
guage you mention. And ne wonder they did ;—for, as they
then had & delire to' fet up apain the maxims of government
which had prevailed in the reign of their beloved Charles the
Second, they could not but reprefent oppofition to France, and
vigorous mealures taken to reftrain her ambition; as unnecefiary
for Enpland : becaufe they well knew that the counfels of that
king had been utterly averfe to fuch meafures ; that his whole
poliéy made him a friend to France ; that he was governed by a
French mifirefs, and even bribed by French money, to give that
court his afliftance, or at leaft his acquiefcence, in all thei
defigns.

D, B W3 T,

A king of England, whofe cabinet is governed by France;.
and who becomes a vile penfioner to a French king, degrades.
him{elf from his royalty, and ought to be confidered as an enemy
to the nation. ' Indeed the whole policy of Charles the Secondy
when he was not forced off from his natural bias, by the necef-
fity he lay under of foothing his parliament, was a conftant, de-
figned, fyftematical oppofition to the intereft of his' people. His
brother, though more fenfible to the honour of England, was,.
by his Popery and defire of arbitrary power, confirained to lean
upon France, and do nothing te obftruét her defigns on the
continent, or leffen her greatnefs. It was therefore necefiary to
slace the Britith crown on your head; not only with a'view to
preferve the religious and civil rights of the people from internal
oppreflions, but to refeue the whole, ftate from that fervile de-
pendance on its natural enemy, which muft unqueftionably have
ended in its-deftrufion. What folly was it to revile your mea-
fures 4broad, as facrificing the interelt of your Britifh domintons
o 'connexions with the continent, and P.rim:ip:lll:; with Hoiland!
had Great Britain no intereft to hinder the French from being

mafters




446

DIALOGUES O ‘T"HE DEAD,

mallers of all the Auftrian’ Netherlands, and forcing ‘the Seven
United I’r-:winr'*s, her ftrongeft barrier on the continent againit
the power of that nation, to {fubmit with the reft to their }UE\L ?
n auld her trade, would her coafts, would her capital itfelf, have
been fafe, after fo mighty an encreafe of ﬂwpnmg and failors, as
France would have gained by thofe conquefts? and what could
have prevented them, but the war which you waged, and the al-
liances which you fUTﬂ‘Ldp could the Dutch and the Germans,
unaided by Great Britain, have e attempted to make head againft
a power, which, even with her affiftance, ftrong dn:lipuitcd as it
was, they cnnld hardly reifi ? And after the check which had
hcen given to the encroachments of France, by the efforts of
the ffﬂ orand alliance, did not a new.and greater danger make
it nLck[i.u}' to recur to another fuch league ? was not the union
of "France and Spain under one monarch, ‘or even under one
family, the moft alar ming contingency that ever had threatened
the I:En\.m of Europe?
WwiLLIAM
I thought fo; and I am fure I did not err in my Judwcment
But folly is Ialmd and fa@ion wilfully fhuts her eyes againft
the moft evident truths that crofs her ceﬁgm ;" as the believes
any lies, however' palpable and abfurd, that the thinks will aflift
them,
D E W ITT
The only objecion which feems to have any real weight
againft your {yltem of Pr:-iicx' with regard to the maintenance
Gf a balance of power in Luwp:.:, is the enormous expence
that muft neceflarily attend it; an expence which T am afraid
neither England nor Holland will be able to bear without ex-

treme l}l(,GnVCH]LHCC.
Wi LI eET AL DL

I will anfwer that obje&tion by afking a queftion.  If, when
you was penfionary of Holed, mte!]wcncc had been brought,

that the dykes were ready to break, and ‘the fea was coming in, to
VEI-
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overwhelm and to drown us, what would you have aid to one
of the deputies, who, when you were propofing the proper re-
pairs to ftop the inundation, {hould have objeced to the charge,
as too heavy on the province This was the cafe in a political
fenfe with both England and Holland. The fences raifed to
kecp out {uperftition and tyranny were all giving way : thole
dreadful evils were threatening, with their whole accumulated
force, to break in upon us, and overwhelm our ecclefiaftical
and civil conflitution.  In fuch circumftances to objeét to a ne-
ceflary expence is folly and madnefs.
BB W E LT

It is certain, Sir, that the utmoft abilities of a nation can ne-
ver be fo well employed, as in the unwearied, pertinacious de-
fence of their religion and freedom. When thefe are loft, there
remains nothing that is worth the concern of a good or wile
man. . Nor do I think it confiftent with the prudence of go-
vernment not to guard againft future dangers, as well as pres
fent 3 which precaution muft be often in fome degree expenfive.
I acknowledge too, that the refourees of a commercial conntry,
which fupports its trade, even in war, by invincible feets, and
rakes care not to hurt it in the methods of impofing or colle&-

g its taxes, arc immenie, and inconceivable till the trial is
made; efpecially where the government, which demands the
fupplies, is agreeable to the people. . But yet an walimited and
eontinued. expence will in the end be deftructive;, What mat
it whether a ftate is mortally wounded by the hand of a foreign
enemy,. or dies by a confumption of its own vital ftrength?
Such a confumption will come upon Holland fooner than upon
England, becaufe the latter has a greater radical force = buty
great as it is, that force at laft will be fo diminithed and ex-
haufted by Pcrpttual drains, that it may fail all at once, and
thofe efforts, which may feem moft furprifingly vigorous, will
be in reality zbe r'-j‘.:;v.r;!ﬁ:':;zj .::;"u’:-'.s:r,.?;. I don't apply this to your
majefty’s government ; but I fpeak with-a vicw to wwhat may

i happen
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happen hereafter from the extenfive ideas of negociation and
war which you have eftablithed. They have been fftlu*tr} to
your kingdom; but they will, I fear, be pernicious in future
times, if, in purfuing greit pl.lns, great minifters do not aét
with a fobriety, prudence, and attention to frugality, which very
feldom are joined with an extraordinary vigour and boldnefs of
counfels.

RO
DIALOGUE XIX.

M. Aricius—DARTENEUF.

DARTENEUF

L A 'S! poor Apicius I—1 pity thee from my heart, for not
having lived in my age and in my country. How many

good cl1fhes, unknown at Rumc in thy d:n s, have 1 feafted upon

in Endland'
APICIUS.

Keep your pity for yourfelf.—How many good difhes have
T feafted upon in Rome, which England does not produce, or
of which the knowledge has been loft, with other treafures of
anthmh, in thefe degenerate days! The fat paps of a fow, the
livers of fcari, the brains of p!m:mc,op!.e; and Ll. tripotan
which confifted of three excellent forts of fith, for whicl
Englith have no names, the Jupus marinus, t hc myxo, and the
Mt ena.

DARTENEUF.
I thought the murera had been our lamprey. We have de-
licate ones in the Severn!

APICIUS
No : — the murzna, fo refpeéted by the ancient Roman fe-
nators, was a falt-water fith, and kept by our nobles in ponds,

into which the fea was admitted.
b A Be
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