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DIALOGUES OF THE DEAD.

happen hereafter from the extenftve ideas of negociation and
war which you have eftablifhed . They have been falutary to
your kingdom ; but they will , I fear, be pernicious in future
times , if, in purfuing great plans , great minifters do not adl:
with a fobriety , prudence , and attention to frugality , which very
feldom are joined with an extraordinary vigour and boldnefs of
counfels-
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DIALOGUE XIX.

M . Apicius — Darteneuf.

DARTENEUF.

ALAS ! poor Apicius !— I pity thee from my heart , for not
having lived in my age and in my country . How many

good dimes , unknown at Rome in thy days, have 1 feafted upon
in England I

APICIUS.

Keep your pity for yourfelf .— How many good dimes have
I feafted upon in Rome , which England does not produce , or
of which the knowledge has been loft, with other treafures of
antiquity , in thefe degenerate days ! The fat paps of a fow, the
livers of fcari, the brains of phcenicopters , and the tripotanum^
which conftfted of three excellent forts of fifti, for which you
JEnglifh have no names , the lupus marinus ^ the myxo, and the
murana.

DARTENEUF.

I thought the mur &na had been our lamprey . We have de¬
licate ones in the Severn!

APICIUS.

No : — the muraena, fo refpecTred by the ancient Roman fe-
nators , was a fait-water fifli, and kept by our nobles in ponds,
into which the fea was admitted.

D A R-
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DARTENEUF.

"Why then I dare fay our Severn lampreys are better . Did

you ever eat any of them ftewed or potted ?
a p i c i u s.

I was never in Britain . Your country then was too bar¬

barous for me to go thither . I mould have been afraid that
the Britons would have eat me.

DARTENEUF.

I am forry for you , very forry : for if you never were in s«st.Evrc-

Britain , you never eat the beft oyfters . ters.
a p i c i u s.

Pardon me, Sir, your Sandwich oyfters were brought toSeejuvenai
. . J J ° and Pliny.

Rome in my time . Arbmhn^ on
_ __ aneierit Coins,

DARTENEUF . *. c. &%Fara im

They could not be frefh : they were good for nothing
there .— You fhould have come to Sandwich to eat them . It

is a fhame for you that you did not .— An epicure talk of danger
when he is in fearch of a dainty ! Did not Leander fwim over

the Hellefpont in a tempeft , to get to his miftrefs ? and what
is a wench to a barrel of exquifite oyfters ?

a p i c i u s.

Nay — I am fure you can ' t blame me for any want of alert - See ĥ*"*j
nefs in feeking fine fifties. I failed to the coaft of Afoe%§inw*Note*

from Minturns in Campania , only to tafte of one fpecies, Ap\du*!t,cd

which I heard was larger there than it was on our coaft, and
finding: that I had received a falfe information , I returned im-

D - \ v. - . ' j» ■

mediately , without even deigning to land.
DARTENEUF.

There was fome fenfe in that : but why did not you alfo

make a voyage to Sandwich ? Had you once tafted thofe oyfters
in their higheft perfection , you would never have come back:
you would have eat till you burft.

M m m A P I C I U S.
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,>M •fbxisiil vrfjitr* v.- a e. i c i u s.

See Senec.da I wifli I had :— It would have been better than poifoning
Heiviam. myfelf, as I did, at Rome , becaufe I found , upon the ba-
22?ri!.ai*ii\ pis "lance of my accounts , I had only the pitiful fum of fourfcore
Bayie, Api- thoufand pounds left , which would not afford me a table tocms . L '
see Arbuth- keep me from ftarvmg.
not, p. no , 1 °

DARTENEUF.

A fum of fourfcore thoufand pounds not keep you from
ffcarving! Would I had had it ! I lhould have been twenty
years in fpending it , with the beft table in London.

A P I C I U S.

Alas poor man ! this fhews that you Englifh have no idea of
See ArbuA- the luxury that reigned in our tables . Before I died , I had fpentnot) p«x16*

in my kitchen 807,291 1. 13 s. 4d.
DARTENEUF.

I don ' t believe a word of it : there is certainly an error in
the account.

a p 1 c 1 u s.
Why , the eftablimment of Lucullus for his fuppers in the

Apollo:̂ I mean for- every fupper he fat down to in the room
see Arbuth- which he called by that name , was 5000 drachms , which is in
not , p . 133 - /i a 1

your money 1614 1. 11 s. 8 d.
DARTENEUF.

Would I had fupped with him there ! But are you fure there
is no blunder in thefe calculations ?

a p 1 c 1 u s.
Afk .your learned men that .— I reckon as they tell me.—-

But you may think that thefe feairs were made only by great
men , by triumphant generals , like Lucullus , who had plun¬
dered all Afia, to help him in his houfekeeping . What will

ArbWinot, yOU f ay} when I tell you that the player iEfopus had one difh
piin. 1.x. that colt him iix thoufand feftertia , that is, four thoufand eight

hundred and forty -three pounds ten millings Englifh ?
3 , DARTE-
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DARTENEUF.

What will I fay ? why , that I pity my worthy friend , Mr.

Gibber ; and that , if I had known this , when alive, I fhould

have hanged myfelf for vexation that I did not live in thofe

days.
a p 1 c 1 u s. '*}ah

Well you might , well you might .— You don ' t know what

eating is. You never could know 'it . Nothing lefs than the

wealth of the Roman empire is fufficient to enable a man of

tafte to keep a good table . Our players were infinitely richer

than your princes.
DARTENEUF.

Oh that I had but lived in the bleffed reign of Caligula , or

of Vitellius , or of Heliogabalus , and had been admitted to the

honour of dining with their flaves!
A P I C I U S.

Ay , there you touch me.— I am miferable that I died before Aep£ e*

their good times . They carried the glories of their table Athenseus»

much farther than the beft eaters of the age in which I lived. '

Vitellius fpent in feafting , within the compafs of one year , Arkuthnot*

what would amount in your money to above feven millions two

hundred thoufand pounds . He told me fo himfelf in a con-

verfation I had with him not long ago . And the two others

you mentioned did not fall very fhort of his royal magnificence.
DARTENEUF . UL>A f hl^ ]-J>

Thefe indeed were great princes . But what moft affects me

is the luxury of that upftart fellow iEfopus . Pray , of what

ingredients might the dim , he paid fo much for, confift ?
a p 1 c 1 u s.

Chiefly of finging birds . It was that which fo greatly en- Arkuhnot,

hanced the price. DARTENEUF.

Of finging birds ! choak him .- 1 never eat but one>

which I ftole out of it's cage from a lady of my acquaintance,
M m m 2 and
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and all London was in an uproar , as if I had ftolen and roafted
an only child . But , upon recollection , I doubt whether I have
really fo much caufe to envy iEfopus . For the fmging bird
which I eat was not fo good as a wheatear or hecafigue. And
therefore I fufpect that all the luxury you have bragged of was
nothing but vanity . It was like the fooliill extravagance of the
Ion of iElopus , who difTolved pearls in vinegar and drank them at
fupper . I will frake my credit , that a haunch of good buck

Pope'simit. venifon, and my favourite ham pye. were much better dimesof- Hor . bat . 7 t 1 i r • it i1. 1.46. than any at the table of Vitelhus himfelf . It does not appear
that you ancients ever had any good loops, without which a man
of tafte cannot poffibly dine . The rabbits in Italy are de¬
ferrable : but what is better than the wing of one of our Eng-
lifh wild rabbits ? I have been told you had no turkies . The
mutton in Italy is ill-flavoured. And as for your boars roafted
whole, they were only fit to be ferved up at a corporation feaft
or election dinner . A fmall barbecued hog is worth a hundred
of them . And a good collar of Canterbury or Shrewfburybrawn is a much better dim.

a p 1 c 1 u s.

If you had fome meats that we wanted , yet our cookery muft
have been greatly fuperior to your 's. Our cooks were fo ex¬
cellent , that they could give to hog 's flefh the tafte of all othermeats.

DARTENEUF.

I fhould never have endured their imitations . You might
as eafily have impofed on a good connoijfeur in painting the
copy of a fine picture for the original . Our cooks, on the con¬
trary , give to all other meats , and even to fome kinds of fi£h,
a rich flavour of bacon , without deftroying that which makes-
the diffinclion of one from another . It does not appear to me
that ejfence of hams was ever known to the ancients . We
have a hundred ragouts , the compoiition of which furpaffes all

2 defcription.

See Arbuth-
not, c. ; .
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defcription . Had your 's been as good, you could not have Iain*

indolently lolling upon couches , while you were eating . They,

would have made you fit up and mind your bulinefs . Then,

you had a ftrange cuftom of hearing things read to you while

you were at (upper . This demonstrates that you were not fa
well entertained as we are with our meat . When I was at ta¬

ble, I neither heard , nor faw, nor fpoke : I only faded . But

the worft of all is, that , in the utmoft perfection of your lux¬

ury , you had no wine to be named with claret , burgundy,

champagne , old hock , or tokay . You boafted much of your

Falernum : but I have tailed the Lachryma Chrifti , and other

wines of that eoaft , not one of which would I have drunk

above a glafs or two of, if you would have given me the king¬

dom of Naples . I have read that you boiled your wines, and
mixed water with them ; which is fufficient evidence that m

themfelves they were not (it to drink.
a p i c i u■s.

I am afraid you do really excell us in wines ; not to mention,

your beer, your cyder , and your perry , of all which I have

heard great fame from your countrymen ; and their report has

been confirmed by the teftimony of their neighbours , who have

travelled into England . Wonderful things have been alfo faio!1

to me of an Englifh liquor called punch.
DARTENEUF.

Ay — to have died without tailing that is miferable indeed !:

There is rum punch , and arrack punch ! It is difficult to fay

which is belt ; but Jupiter would have given his nectar for ei¬

ther of them , upon my word and honour.
a p i c i u s.

The thought of them puts me into a fever with thirfw
- DARTENEUF ..

Thefe incomparable liquors are brought to us from the Eaff

and Weft Indies , of the flrft of which you knew little , and of
the
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the latter nothing . This alone is fufficient to determine the
difpute . What a new world of good things for eating and
drinking has Columbus opened to us ! Think of that , and de-
fpair.

a p i c i u s.

I cannot indeed but exceedingly lament my ill fate, that
America was not difcovered , before I was born . It tortures me
when I hear of chocolate , pineapples , and a number of other
fine fruits , or delicious meats, produced there , which I have
never tailed.

DARTENEUF.

The fingle advantage of having fugar, to fweeten every thing
with , inftead of honey , which you , for want of the other,
were obliged to make ufe of, is ineftimable.

A P I C I U S.

I confefs your fuperiority in that important article . But
what grieves me moft is, that I never eat a turtle . They tell
me that it is abfolutely the beft of all foods!

DARTENEUF.

Yes, I have heard the Americans fay fo :— but I never eat
any : for in my time they were not brought over to England.

A P I C I U S.

Never eat any turtle ! How could ' ft thou dare to accufe me
of not going to Sandwich , to eat oyfters , and didft not thyielf
take a trip to America , to riot on turtles ? But know , wretched
man , I am credibly informed , that they are now as plentiful
in England as fturgeons . There are turtle - boats that go regu¬
larly to London and Briftol from the Weft Indies . I have juft
received this information from a fat alderman , who died in
London laft week , of a furfeit he got at a turtle feaft in that cityT.

DARTENEUF.

What does he fay ? does he affirm to you that turtle is better
than venifon?

A P I C I U S.
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A P I C I U S.

He fays, there was a haunch of the fatteft venifon untouch¬

ed, while every mouth was employed on the turtle alone.
DARTENEUF.

Alas ! how imperfect is human felicity ! I lived in an age

when the noble fcience of eating was fuppofed to have been car¬

ried to its higheft perfection in England and France . And yet

a turtle feajl is a novelty to me ! Would it be impoftible , do

you think , to obtain leave from Pluto of going back for one

day to my own table at London , juft to tafte of that food ? I

would promife to kill myfelf by the quantity of it I would eat

before the next morning.
a p i c i u s.

You have forgot you have no body: that which you had

has long been rotten : and you can never return to the earth,

with another , unlefs Pythagoras mould fend you thither to ani¬

mate a hog . But comfort yourfelf , that , as you have eaten

dainties which I never rafted , fo the next age will eat fome un¬
known to this . New difcoveries will be made , and new deli¬

cacies brought from other parts of the world .— But fee ; who^

comes hither ? I think it is Mercury.
MERCURY.

Gentlemen , I muft tell you , that I have flood near you my-.

vifible, and heard your difcourfe ; a privilege which , you

know , we deities ufe as often as we pleafe. Attend therefore

to what I mail communicate to you , relating to the fubjecT: up¬

on which you have been talking . I know two men , one of
whom lived in ancient , and the other in modern times , who

had much more pleafure in eating than either of you , through,

the whole courfe of your lives.
a p 1 c i u s.

One of thefe happy epicures , I prefume, , was a Sybarite,,
and the other a French gentleman fettled in the Weft Indies.

O •
M E R C 01 R Y. .
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MERCURY.

No : one was a Spartan foldier , and the other an Englifh
farmer .- 1 fee you both look aftonifhed . But what I tell
you is truth . Labour and hunger gave a relifh to the black
broth of the former , and the fait beef of the latter , beyond
what you ever found in the tripotanums or ham pyes, that vain¬
ly ftimulated your forced and languid appetites , which perpe¬
tual indolence weakened , and conftant luxury overcharged.

DARTENEUE.

This , Apicius , is more mortifying than not to have lliared a
turtle feaft.

APICIUS.

I wifli, Mercury , you had taught me your art of cookery
in my life-time : but it is a fad thing not to know what good
Hving is till after one is dead.

mmw^ m
DIALOGUE XX.

Alexander the Great.

Charles the Twelfth , King of Sweden.
ALEXANDER.

"yOUR majefty feems in great wrath ! Who has offended
A you ?

CHARLES.

The offence is to you as much as me. Here is a fellow ad¬
mitted into Elyfium , who has affronted us both : an Englifh

Fspe'sEflayp-Qet, one Pope . He has called us two madmen!
en Man, ep. *■ ' L
W. l . 2i9, 20. ALEXANDER.

I have been unlucky in poets . No prince ever was fonder
of the Mufes than I, or has received from them a more un¬

grateful
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