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DIALOGUE XX.

vourite officer the whole nation of Cufleans , men, women , and
children , who were entirely innocent of his death ; becaufe
you had read in Homer , that Achilles had immolated fome
Trojan captives on the tomb of Patroclus . I could mention
other proofs that your paffions inflamed you as much as wine :
but thefe are fufficient.

ALEXANDER,

I can ' t deny that my paffions were fometimes fo violent at
to deprive me for a while of the ufe of my reafon ; -especially
when the pride of fuch amazing fucceffes, the fervitude of the
Perfians , and barbarian flattery , had intoxicated my mind*
To bear, at my age, with continual moderation , fuch fortune
as mine , was hardly inhuman nature . As for you, there was
an excefs and intemperance in your virtues, which turned them
all into vices. And one virtue you wanted , which in a prince
is very commendable , and beneficial to the public,- I mean the
love of {cience and of the elegant arts . Under my care and
patronage they were carried in Greece to their utmoft perfec¬
tion . Ariftotle , Apelles , and Lyfippus , were among the glories
of my reign : yours was illuftrated only by battles .— Upon
the whole , though , from fome refemblance between us, I
fhould naturally be inclined to decide in your favour , yet I muft
give the priority in renown to your enemy , Peter Alexowitz,
That grê t monarch raifed his country 5 You ruined -your 's*
He was a legijlator ; you were a tyrant,

ym̂ Wkwm
D I A L O G U E XXI.

Cardinal Ximene s— Cardinal Wolsey.
w o l s e v.

VOU feem t» look on me, Ximenes , with an air of fupe*
■ riority , as if I was not your equal . Have you forgotten
that I was the favourite and firft miniller of a great king of

4 England?
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England ? that I was at once lord high chancellor , bifhop of
Durham , bifhop of Winchefter , archbiffiop of York , and car¬
dinal legate ? On what other fubject were ever accumulated fo
many dignities , fuch honours , fuch power ?

X I M E N E SV;

In order to prove yourfelf my equal , you are pleafed to tell
me what you had ^ not what you did. But it is not the having
great offices ; it is the doing great things , that makes a great
minifter . I know that for fome years ' you governed the mind
of king Henry the Eighth , and confequently his kingdom,
with the moft . abfolute fway . Let me afk you then , what
vvere-/Zv a£ts of your reign f

W O L S E Y.

My dels were thofe of a very Ikilful courtier and able poli¬
tician . I managed a temper , which nature had made the moft
difficult to manage , of any , perhaps , that ever exifted , with
fuch confummate addrefs , that all its paffions were rendered
entirely fubfervient to my inclinations . In foreign affairs I
turned the arms of my matter , or difpofed of his friendfhip,
whichever way my own intereft happened to diredt. It was
not with him, but with mey that treaties were made by the
Emperor or by France ; and none were concluded , during my
miniftry , that did not contain fome article in my favour , betides
fecret affurances of aiding my ambition or refentment , which
were the real fprings of all my negociations . At home I
brought the pride of Englifh nobility , which had refitted the
greateft of the Plantagenets , to bow fubmiffively to the fon of
a butcher of J.pfwich . And , as my power was royal , my ftate
and magnificence were fuitable to it : my buildings , my furni¬
ture , my houffiold , my equipage , my liberality , and my cha¬
rities , were above the rank of a fubjecl.

X I M E N E S.

From all you have faid I underftand that you gained great
advantages for yourfelf in the courfe of your miniftry , too

great
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great indeed for a good man to defire, or a wife man to accept.
But what did you do for your fovereign, and for the Itate ?
—— You make me no anfwer .-- What I did is well known.
I was not content with forcing the arrogance of the Spanilh See Marfo-
nobility to ftoop to my power , but ufed that power to free xlmefne. °
the people from their oppreffions . In you they refpected the
royal authority ; J made them refpect the majefty of the laws.
I alfo relieved my countrymen , the commons of Caftile , from
a moft grievous burthen , by an alteration in the method of col¬
lecting their taxes. After the death of Ifabella I preferred the
tranquillity of Arragon and Caftile , by procuring the regency
of the latter for Ferdinand , a wife and valiant prince , though
he had not been my friend during the life of the queen . And
when , after his deceafe, I was raifed to the regency by the ge¬
neral efteem and affection of the Caftilians , I adminiftred the
government with great courage , flrmnefs , and prudence ; with
the moft perfect difintereftednefs in regard to myfelf, and moft
zealous concern for the public . I fuppreffed all the factions
which threatened to difturb the peace of that kingdom in the
minority and the abfence of the young king ; and prevented
the difcontents of the commons of Caftile , too juftly incenfed
againft the Flemifh minifters , who governed their prince and
rapacioufly pillaged their country , from breaking out , during
my life, into open rebellion , as they did", moft unhappily,
foon after my death . Thefe were my civil acts : but to com¬
plete the renown of my adminiftration , I added to it the palm
of military glory . At my own charges , and myfelf command¬
ing the army , I conquered Oran from the Moors , and annex¬
ed it , with its territory , to the Spanifh dominions.

w o l s E Y.

My foul was as elevated and noble as yTour ' s ; my under¬
standing as ftrong , and more refined . But the difference of
our conduct arofe from the difference of our objects. To raife
your reputation , and fecure your power in Caftile , by making

O o o that
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that kingdom as happy , and as great as you could , was your
objeft . Mine was to procure the triple crown for myfelf by
the afliftance of my fovereign , and of the greateft foreign
powers . Each of us took the means that were evidently mod
proper to the accomplishment of his ends.

X I M E N E S.

Can you confefs fuch a principle of your conduct without a
blufli ? But you will at leaft be afhamed , that you failed in

your purpofe , and were the dupe of the powers with whom
you negociated ; after having difhonoured the character of your
mafter , in order to ferve your own ambition . I accomplifhed
my defire, with glory to my fovereign, and advantage to my
country . Befides this difference , there was a great one in the
methods by which we acquired our power . We both owed
it indeed to the favour of princes ; but I gained Ifabella 's by
the opinion fhe had of my piety and integrity : you gained
Henry 's by a complaifance and courfe of life, which were a

reproach to your character and facred orders.
w o l s E Y.

I did not , as you , Ximenes , did , carry with me to court
the aufterity of a monk ; nor, if I had done fo, could I pof-
fibly have gained any influence there . Ifabella and Henry were
different characters , and their favour was to be fought in differ¬

ent ways. By making myfelf agreeable to the latter , I fo

governed his paffions, unruly as they were, that , while I lived,
they did not produce any of thofe dreadful effects, which after

my death were caufed by them in his family and kingdom.
XIMENES.

If Henry the Eighth , your mafter , had been king of Caftile,
I would never have been drawn by him out of my cloifter . A
man of virtue and fpirit will not be prevailed with to go into a
court , where he cannot rife without bafenefs.

w o l s e y.
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w o l s e y.

The inflexibility of your mind had like to have ruined you see Mar/b¬
in fome of your meafures : and the bigotry , which you hadximefee.
derived from your long abode in a cloifter, and retained when a
minifter , was very near depriving the crown of Caltile of the
new -conquered kingdom of Granada , by the revolt of the
Moors in that city , whom you had prematurely forced to
change their religion . Do you not remember how angry king
Ferdinand was with you on that account ?

X I M E N E S.

I do, and muft acknowledge that my zeal was too intemperate
in all that proceeding.

w o l s e y.

My word complaifances to king Henry the Eighth were far
lefs hurtful to England , than the unjuft and inhuman court of
inquifltion , which you eftablifhed in Granada , to watch over
the faith of your unwilling converts , has been to Spain.

X I M E N E S.

I only revived and fettled in Granada an ancient tribunal,
inftituted firft by one of our faints againft the Albigenfes, and
gave it greater powers . The mifchiefs which have attended it
cannot be denied . But if any force may be ufed for the main¬
tenance of religion (and the church of Rome has, you know,
declared authoritatively that it may ) none could be fo effectual
to anfwer the purpofe.

w o l s e y.

This is an argument rather againft the opinion of the church,
than for the inquifltion . I will only fay, I think myfelf very
happy , that my adminiftration was ftained with no action of
cruelty , not even cruelty fan &ified by the name of religion.
My temper indeed , which influenced my conduct more than
my principles , was much milder than your 's. To the proud I

O o o 2 was
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was proud ; but to my friends and inferiors benevolent and hu¬
mane . Had I fucceeded in the great object of my ambition,
had I acquired the popedom , I inould have governed the church
with more moderation , and better fenfe, than , probably , you
would have done, if you had exchanged the fee of Toledo for
that of Rome . My good-nature , my policy , my tafte for mag¬
nificence , my love of the fine arts , of wit , and of learning,
would have made me the delight of all the Italians , and have
given me a rank among the greater! princes . Whereas in you,
the four bigot and rigid Monk would too much have prevailed
over the prince and the ftatefman.

X I M E N E S.
What either of us would have been in that Situation does not

appear . But , if you are compared to me as a minifter , you are
vaftly inferior . The only circumftance in which yon can juftly
pretend to any equality is the encouragement you gave to learn¬
ing , and your munificence in promoting it , which was indeed
very great . Your two colleges founded at Ipfwich and Oxford
may vie with my university at Alcala de Henara . But in our
generality there was this difference : all my revenues were Ipent
in well-placed liberalities , in ads of charity , piety , and virtue :
whereas a great part of your enormous wealth was fquandered
away in luxury and vain orientation . With regard to all other
points my fuperiority is apparent . You were only a favourite :
I was the friend and the father of the people . You ferved
yourfelf : I ferved the (rate . The conclulion of our lives was
alfo much more honourable to me than you.

W O L S E Y.

Did not you die, as I did , in difgrace with your mafler?
XIME N E S.

That difgrace was brought upon me by a faction of foreigners,
to whofe power , as a good Spaniard, I would not fubmit . A
minifter , who falls a victim to fuch an oppolition , rifes by his
fall. Your 's was not graced by any public caufe, any merit to the

pation,
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nation . Your fpirit therefore funk under it ; you bore it with
meannefs . Mine was unbroken , fuperior to my enemies , fupe-
rior to fortune ; and I died, as I had lived, with undiminished

dignity and greatnefs of mind.
W \ 5d? V«f ^ftf<£p 4S> ctj> <$3 cfn ftp ap <□&
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DIALOGUE XXIL

Lucian — Rabelais.

LUCIA N.

TTRIEND Rabelais , well met .— Our fouls are very good

company for one another . We both were great wits, and
moft audacious freethinkers . We laughed often at Folly , and
fometimes at Wifdom . I was indeed more correct and more

elegant in my ftyle : but then , in return , you had a greater ferr

tility of imagination . My True Hifiory is much inferior , in

fancy and invention , in force of wit and keennefs of fatire, to

your Hijiory of the ASis of Garagantua and PantagrueL
RABELAIS.

You do me great honour : but I may fay, without vanity,,

that both thofe compositions entitle the authors of them to a

very difHnguifhed place, among memoir -writers , travellers , and
even hiftorians ancient and modern.

LUCIAN,

Doubtlefs they do. But will you pardon me if I aflc you

one queition ? Why did you chufe to write fuch abfolute non-

■Jenfe, as you have in fome places of your illuftrious work ?
RABELAIS.

I was forced to compound my phyfic for the mind with a

large dofe of nonfenfe , in order to make it go down . To own
the truth to you, if I had not fo frequently put on the fooTs capr

the freedoms I took , in ojher places, with cowlsr-, with red batt 9
and the triple crown itfelf , would have brought me into great

danger *.
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