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locxrR——Bavuwer.
‘B A Y L E
7 ES; we both-were philofophers ; but my plilofophy was
# . the deepctt. * You dogmatized : 1 dubred,
L oCKeE
Do you make doubting a proof of depth in- philofophy ? ft
may be a good beginning of it, but it is a bad end.
B,A X L E
No:—the more profound our fearches are “into the nature
of things, the more uncertainty we fhall find; and the moft
fubtle ‘minds fee objections and difficulties in every' {yftem,
which are overlooked or undifcoverable' by ordinary . under-
{tandings.
: L 0.C K. E
1t would be better then to be no philofopher, and to con-
tinue in the vulgar herd of mankind, thaz one may bave the
convenience of thinking that one knows fomething. 1 find that
the eyes which nature has given me fee many things very
clearly, though fome are out of their reach, or difcerned but
dimly. What opinion ought I to have of a phyfician, who
fhould offer me an eye-water, the ufe of which would at firft
{o fharpen my fight, as to carry it farther than ordinary vifion;
but would in the end put them out? Your philofophy, Mon-
fieur Bayle, is to the eyes of the mind what I have fuppofed
the dodtor’s #gffrum to be to thole of the body. It adually
brought
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brought your own excellent underftanding, which was by na-

ture ‘quick-ﬁghtcd, and rendered more {o by art and a fubtilty
of logic peculiar to yourfelf—it brought, I fay, your very acute
underftanding to fee nothing clearly, and enveloped all the great
truths of reafon and religion in milts of doubt.
B-AYLE
I own it did ;—but-your comparifon is not juft. - I did not
cé well, before I ufed my philofophic eye-water: I only fup-
pofed 1 faw well ; but I was in an error with all the reft of
mankind. « The blindnefs was real, ‘the perceptions were-ima-
oimary. - I cured myfelf firft of -thofe falfe imaginations; and
then I laudably endeavoured to cure other men.
L. ©'C K E.
A great cure indeed! and den’t you think, that, in return

o
fot the fervice you did them, they ought to ereét you a ftatdé?

By A LB

Yes; -it 'is good for "human nature to know its own-weak-
nefs. - When we arrogantly “prefume on a ftrength we have
not, we are always in great danger of hurting ourfelves, or, at

leaft, of deferving ridicule and contempt by vain and idle efforts.
L0CEXE

I agree with you, that human nature {hould know its own
weaknefs ; but it fhould alfo feel its firength, and try to im-
prove it. - This was my employment, as a philofopher. * I en-
deavoured to difcover the real powers of the mind, to fee what
it could do; and what it could not ; to reftrain it from efforts
beyond its ability, but to teach it how to advance as far'as the
faculties given to it by nature, with the utmoit exestion and
moft pm{suy culture of them, would allow it to go. In ‘the
vaft ocean of philofophy 1 had the line and the plummet always
in my hands. Many of its depths I found myfelf unablé'to
fathom ; but, by caution in founding, and the eareful obferva-
1 tions

1
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tions I made in the courfe of my voyage, I found out fome
truths of fo much ufe to mankind, that Jwy ucl&nowlcdgc me
to have been their benefa&or.

W

B A Y L -E

Their ignorance makes them think fo. Some other philofo-
pher will come hereafter, and (hew thofe truths to be falthoods.
He will pretend to difcover other truths of equal importance.
A later fage will :n"li"-:, lﬁ.‘l']].l‘p.". among men now barbarous and
1u.1‘c_drm.nl whofe fagacious difcoveries will diferedit the opinions
of his admired 131tdcu_ﬁh1'. In 1}1110101:-11 as in nature, all
changes its form, and one thing exifts by Ehrp deftru&ion of ano-
ther.

10 C KE.E

Opimons taken up without a patient inrcf‘tiﬂ‘”itinn, depend-
g on, terms not accurately (l;nm.d and principles begged
without proof, like theories to explain the phenomena of na-
ture built on fuppofitions inftead of LXl‘lCt‘]mLI}IS, muit perpe-
tually change and deltroy one another, But fome opinions
there are, even in matters not obvious to the common fenfe of
mankind, which the mind has received on fuch rational grounds
of affent, that they are as immoveable as the pillars of 11\,’1\. en,

r (to {peak philofophically) as the great laws of nature, by
whu:h, under Gon, the univerfe is ﬁu{hmu] Can you fumm‘l-w
think, that, becaufe the hypothefis of your countryman, Def-
cartes, which was nothing but an ingenious, well-imagined ro-
mance, has been 11.&.,]\‘ cxr)loded the fx{‘[(‘m of Newton,
which is built on experiments and geometry, the two moft
certain methods of chl;mcnng truth, will ever fail; or that,
becaufe the whims of fanaticks and the divinity of the fchool-
men cannot now be {upported, the do&rines of that re iEion,
which 1, the declared enemy of all enthufiafm and falie rea-
foning, mnﬂ}- believed and maintained, will ever be (haken ?

E A Y L.E
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BA Y LlE

If you had afked Defcartes, while he was in the heighth of
his '.'n'guc, whether his fyftem would be ever confuted by any
other philofopher’s, as that of Auiftotle had been by his, what
anfwer do you fuppofe he would have returned ?

LG He K B

Come, come, monfieur Bayle, you yourfelf know the differ-
ence between the foundations, on which the credit of thofe
{yflems and that of Newton is placed. Your fcepticifm is
more affeCted than real.  You found it a fhorter way to a great
reputation, (the only with of yeur heart) to objec, than to de-
fend, to [mll down, than to fet up. And your talents were
admirable for that kind of work. Then your huddling toge-
ther, in a Critical Di&ionary, a pleafant tale, or obfcene jeft, and
a grave argument againft the Chriftian religion, a witty confu-
tation of fome abfurd author, and an artful fophifm to impeach
{fome refpeétable truth, was particu!nrly commodious to all our
}ounff {marts and fmatterers in free-thinking.  But what mif-
chief have you not done to human iocmtv? You have endea-
voured, and with fome degree of fuccefs, to thake thofe foun-
dations, on which the whole moral world, and the great fabric
of focial happinefs, entirely reft. How coulrl you, as a philo-
fopher, in the fober hours of reflexion, anfwer for this to your
confcience, even iupijoimr} you had doubts of the truth of a
Iyﬂr.m, which gives to virtue its {weeteft hopﬁt to impenitent
vice 1ts gre: mﬁ. fears, and to true penitence its beft mniu]atmus -
which reftrains even the lealt approcuhcs to guilt, and yet
makes thofe allowances fer the infirmities of our nature, which
the Stoic pride denied to it, but which its real imperfe&tion and
the goodnefs of its fnﬁmm} benevolent Creator, o evidently re<
quire ?

Rrr B AY L B,
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3 A YL E

The mind is free; and it loves to exert its freedom. Any
reftraint upon it s a violence done to its nature, and a tyranny,
againit which it has a right to rebel.

A 0 5.8

The mind, though free, has a governor within itfelf, which

may and ought to limit the exercife of its freedom. That go-

vernor is Reafon.
T, L o R

Yes: but Reafon, like other governors, has a policy more
dependent upon uncertain caprice than upon any fixed laws.
And if that reafon which rules my mind, or your's, has hap-
pm-:d to fet up a favourite notion, it not on]y {fubmits nnphutn
to it, but defires that the fame relpe& thould be paid to it by
all l!u.. reft of mankind. Now I hold that any man may law-
fully oppofe this defire in another, and thd[‘, if he is \qu., he
will ‘do his utmoft endeavours to check it in himfelf.

 Fl TR 3

Is there not alfo a weaknefs, of a contrary nature to this you
are now ridiculing? do we not often take a pleafure to thew
our own power, and gratify our own pride, by ucwmdm& no-
tions fet up by other men, and generally n.lpc:,l.ccl

R R

I believe we do; and by this means it often happens, that

if one man builds and confecrates a femple 7o folly, another

pulls it down.
IR e R o s o

Do you think it beneficial to human fociety, to have a// tem-
ples pulled down?

ol e (]
I cannot fay that I do.

L.oCKE
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L0 ¢K R
Yet I find not in your writings any mark of diftinétion; to
fhew us which you mean to fave.
B YA Wl K
A true philofopher, like an impartial hiftorian, muft be of no
fe&.
L OCE E
Is there no medium between the blind zeal of a fedtary, and
a total indifference to all religion ?
B A Y _L~E
With regard to morality, I was not indifferent.
L& K B
FHow could you then be indifferent with regard to the fanétions
religion gives to morality ? how could you publifh what tends
{o dire&ly and apparently to weaken in mankind the belief of
thofe fanftions? was not this facrificing the great interefts of
virtue to the little motives of vanity?
B A Y-L.E

A man may a& indifcreetly, but he cannot do wrong, by
declaring that, which, on a full difcuffion of the queftion, he
fincerely thinks to be true.

L 0o¢KE

An enthufiaft, who advances do&rines prejudicial to {ociety,
or oppofes any that are ufeful to it, has the ftrength of opinion
and the heat of a difturbed imagination to plead, in alleviation
of his fault. But your cool head, and found judgement, can
have no fuch excufe. I know very well there are paflfages in all
your works, and thofe not a few, where you talk like a rigid
moralift. I have alfo heard that your charatter was irre-
proachably good. But when, in the moft laboured parts of
your writings, you fap the fureft foundations of all moral du-
ties, what avails it that in others, or in the conduét of your

Rrr 2 life,
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life, you. have appeared torefpect. them? how many, who
have, fironger| paffions than you had, and are defirous to get
rid of the curb that reftrains them, will lay hold of your {cep=
ticiim, to {et themfelves loofe from all ohhgmons of virtuel
What a misfortune is it to have made fuch a ufe of fuch ta-
lents! It would have been better for you, and for mankind, if
you had been one of the dulleft of Dutch theologians, or -the
moft credulots monk in a Portuguefe convent. The riches
of ‘the mind, like thofe of fortune, may be employed fo per-
verfely, as to become a nuifance and peft, inftead of an ornament
and ﬁipport to fociety.
BAYL.E

You are very fevere upon me. —But do you count it nO me-
rit, no fervice to mankind, to deliver them from the frauds and
fetters: of prieftcraft, from the deliriums of fanaticifm, and
from the terrors and follies of fuperftition ? Confider how much

mifchief thefc have done to the world! Even in the laft age
what maffacres, what civil wars, what convulfions of govern-
ment, “what" confufion in focicty, did they produce! Nay, in
that ‘we both lived in, though much more cnlmhtemd than the
former, did T not fee PReth vecafioh’ X violent perfecution in
my own country ? and can you blame me for Jukmg at the
root of thefe evils P

L D:CaEKs Es

The root of thefe evils, you well know, was fa/fe religion;
but you ftruck at the t#xe. Heaven and hell are not more dif-
ferent, than the fyftem of faith I defended, and that which pro-
duced the horrors of which you fpeal-. '\\"hy would you fo
fallacioufly confound them loccthcr in fome of your writings,
that it requires much more Judwcmfznt and a more dLJlgLnt at-
tentlan, than ordinary readers have, to ft,PLII".ltE them again, and
to make thé proper diftinétions ? ‘This indeed is.the great art of
the moft celebrated free-thinkers. - They recommend themfelves
to warm and ingenuous minds by lively ftrokes of wit, and by

arguments
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arguments ‘really ftrong, againft: fuperftition, jenthufiafm, ‘and
pru,ﬂuﬂt. But, at the fame time, they infidioufly throw the
colours of thefe upon the fair face of true religion, and 'drefs
her out in their garb, with a malignant intehition to Tender ek
odious or defpicable to thofe, who have not penetration enough
to' difcern the impious fraud. Some of them' may have thus
deceived themfelves, as well as others. Yet it is certain, no
book, that ever was written by the moft acute of thefe gentle-
men, is fo repugnant to pricftcraft, to {piritual tyranny, to all
abfurd fuperftitions, to all that can tend to difturb or injure {o-
ciety, as that Gefpel they {o much affect to defpife.
B AY L E
Mankind is fo made, that, when they have been over-beated,
they cannot be brought to'a proper temper again, till they have
been over-cooled. - My {feepticifm might be neceffary, ‘to abate
the fever 'and phrenzy of falfe rehgwn.
L 0°C K E
A wife p::_-fc;ﬁ[ation indeed, to bring on a pera ."L‘: ical ﬁ:ite of
the mind, (for {uch a kcpuu'm as yours is a palfy, which ck-
prives the mmd of all vigour, and deadens its natural and vital
powers) in order to take off a fever, which remperance, and
1he milk of the evangelical doftrines, would probably cure?
B ATYALIR
I acknowledge that thofe medicines 'have'a great power.
But few doé&ors apply them untainted with' the mixture of
{fome harfher drugs, or fome unfafe and ridiculous #offrums of

their own.
L O,

What you now fay: is too true:—Gop has given us a moft
excellent phyfic for the foul; inall its difeafes 3. but bad and

mterefted phyficians; ‘or ignorant and conceited quacks, ad-

minifter it fo ill to the reft of mankind, that much of the bene=

fit of itis unhappily lofk
DILA-
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