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DIALOGUES OPF THE DEIAD.

DITALOGUE XXV.

ArcrisaLp, earl of Doucras, duke of Touraine.

Jonn duke of AreyLe and Greenwich, field marfhal of his
Britannic majefty’s forces.

ARG YL R

ES, noble Douglas, it grieves me that you, and your fon,

together with the brave earl of Buchan, fhould have em-
ploved fo much valour, and have thrown away your lives, in
fighting the battles of that ftate, which, from its fituation and
111tc1dis, is the perpetual and moft dangerous enemy to Great-
Britain. A Britith nobleman ferving France appears to me as
unfortunate, and as much out of his proper Iphere, as a
Grecian commander, engaged in the fervice of Perfia, would

have appeared to . \11H1du. or Am.hl.tus

Di0- 0 & Lok 6

In ferving France, I ferved Scotland. The French were the
natural allies to the Scotch ; and, by fupporting their crown, I
enabled my countrymen to maintain their mcl\,pcnduucc againft
the Lnnl]ﬂ

ORIG O,

The French indeed, from the unhappy flate of our country,
were ancrent allies to 1he Scotch ; ‘but that they ever were our
natural allies; I deny. Their a 1]1:111(.@ was proper and neceffary
for us, becaule we were then in an wrnatural ftate, difunited
from England.  While that difunion continued, our menarchy
was compelled to lean upon France for afliftance and {fupport.
The French power and policy kept us, I wknowlcdu;e, inde-
pendent on the Englith, but d{:pendc-nt on them; and this de-
pendence Expnf:,d us to many grievous {‘lllﬂlltlLS, by drawing
on our'country the form]d.a.bie arms of the Englith, whenever

3 it
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it happened that the French and they had a qmrrel The
ﬁicwuw they afforded us were diftant t and uncertain. Qur
enemy was at hand, {uperior to us in ftrength, though not in
ralour.  Our borders were ravaged 5 our kings were {lain, or
led captive ; we loft all the advantage of being the inhabitants
of a great ifland ; we had no commerce, no peace, no fecurity,
no degree of maritime power. Scotland was a back-door,
"‘111,11011 which the Freach, with our help, made their inroads
into B ngland : if they conquered, we obtained little benefit
from lt' but, if they were defeated, we were always .the de-
voted vidims, on whom the conquerors feverely wreaked their
refentment.

Dii0, X0 4 LA

The Englith {uffered as much in thofe wars as we. How
terribly were their borders laid wafte and (10PDPH]-.L-.C1 by our
{harp ‘incurfions ! how often have the fwords of my anceftors
been ftained with the beft blood of that nation! were notour
victories at Bannocbourn and at Otterbourn as glorious as any,
that, with all the advantage of numbers, they have ever iob-
tained over us?

A: BoG ¥ LK,

They were: but yet they did us no lafting rru'\u. They left
us {till dependent on the pmtcé’tmn of lmmc- they left us a
poor, a feeble, a diftrefied, though a meft v aliant nation,
They irritated England, but could not fubdue it, nor hinder
our Ebcllng fuch efte@s of its enmity, as gave us no reafon to
rejoice in our triumphs.—How much more happily, in the au-
1picious reign of that queen who formed the Union, was my
fword emp loyed in humbling the foes of Great Britain! with
how {u pErlDr a dignity dldl appear 1n the combined Britifh
{enate, maintaining the interefls of the whole unite people of
England and Scotland , againft all foreign powers, who at-
thpttd to difturb our general happinefs, or to invade our com-
mon rights !

POUGLAS.
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DO U G LA 5.

Your eloquence and your valour had unqueftionably a much
nobler and more fpacious field, to exercife themfelves in, than
any of thofe who-defended the interefts of only a part of the
ifland.

ARG XYL B

Whenever I read any account of the wars between the Scotch
and the Englifh, I think I am reading a melancholy hiftory of
civil diffentions. Which-ever fide is defeated, their lofs appears
to me a lofs to the whole, and an advantage to fome foreign
enemy of Great Britain. But the flrength of that ifland is made
compleat by the Union ; and whata great Englith poet has jufily
faid in one inftance, 1s now true in all:

o % The Hotfpur and the Douglas both together

1V, Par. s, ¢ Are confident againft the world in arms.”
Who can refift the an]iﬂ] and Fcotch valour combined? When
feparated, and oppoled, they balanced each other: united, they
will hold the balance of Europe. 1If all the Scotch blood, that
has ‘been fhed for the French in unnatural wars againft Eng-
land, had been poured out, to oppole the ambition of France,
in conjunction with the Englifh : if all the Englifh blood, that
has been fpilt as unfortunately in ulelefs wars againft Scotland,
had been preferved, France would long ago have been rendered
incapable of difturbing our peace, and Great-Britain would have
been the moft powerful of nations.

D. 0, U G fisA-Es

"There is truth in all you have faid.—But yet, when I refle&
on the infidious ambition of king Edward the Firfl, on the un-
generous arts he fo treacheroufly employed, to gain, or rather to
iteal, the {overeignty of our kingdom, and the deteitable crueley
he fhewed to Wallace, our brave champion and martyr ; my
. foul 15 up in arms againft the infolence of the Englifh, and I
it | adore the memory of thofe patriots, who died in afferting

' the independence of our crown and the liberty of our nation.
ARGYL E,
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ARGYLE

Had 1 lived in thofe days, I fhould have joined with thofe pa-
triots, and been the foremoft to maintain fo noble a caufe. The
Scotch were not made to be fubje& to the Englifh. Their fouls
are too great for fuch, a timid fubmiffion. But they may unite
and incorporate with a nation they would not obey. Their
{corn of a foreign yoke, their firong and generous love of inde-
pendence and freedom, make their union with England more
natural and more proper. Had the fpirit of the Scotch been
fervile or bafe, it could never have coalefced with that of the
Tingliﬂl.
DG T 31 & 8,

It is true that the minds of both nations are congenial, and
filled with the fame noble virtues, the fame impatience of fervi-
tude, the fame magnanimity, courage, and prudence, the fame
genius for policy, for navigation and commerce, for fciences and
arts. Yet, notwithftanding this happy conformity, when I con-
fider how long they were enemies to each other; what an he-
reditary hatred and jealoufy had fubfifted, for many ages, be-
tween them; what private paffions, what prejudices, what con-
trary interefts, muft have neccflarily obftruéted every ftep of
the treaty ; and how hard it was to overcome the ftrong oppo-
fition of national pride ; ‘I ftand aftonifhed that it was poflible
to unite the two kingdoms upon any conditions ; and much
more that it could be done with fuch equal regard and amicable
fairnefs to both!

AS R GFY-NTES K

Tt was indeed a moft arduous, and difficult undertaking!
The fuccels of it muft, T think, be thankfully afcribed, not
only to the great firmnefs and prudence of thofe who had the
management of it, but to the eracious afhftance of Providence,
for the prefervation of the Reformed religion amongft us, which,
in that conjun@ure, if the Union had not been made, would
have been ruined in Scotland, and much endangered in Eng-

St land.
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land. The fame good Providence has watched over and pro-
tected it fince, in-a'moft fignal manner, againft the attempts of
Sec Hooke's an infatuated party in Scotland, and the arts of France, who by
e her emiffacies laboured to deftroy ity as foon as formed ; becaule
fhe juftly forefaw that the continuance of it would be deftru&ive
to all her vaft defigns againtt the liberty of Europe. I .myfelf
had the honour to have a principal fhare in fubduing one rebel-
lion defigned to fubvert it ; and, fince my death, it has been, I
hope, eftablithed for ever, not only by the defeat of another re-
bellion, which came upon us in the midft of a dangerous war
with France, but by meaflures prudently taken in order to pre-
vent fuch difturbances for the future. The miniflers of the
crown have propofed, and the Britith legiilature has ena&ed, a
wife {yftem of laws, the obje@ of which is to reform and to ¢ivi- i
lize the Highlands of Scotland ; to deliver the people there from
the arbitrary power and oppreflion of their chieftains; to carry .
the royal juftice and royal prote&ion into the wildeft parts of
their ‘mountains; to hinder theif natural valour from being
abufed and perverted to the detriment of their country ; and to I
introduce among them arts, agriculture, commerce, tranquil}ity,
with all the improvements of focial and polifhed life.

-

I
I
De

0o 0 6Loas '|

By what you now tell me you give me the higheft idea of the :l
great prince, your mafter; who, after having been provoked by :
fuch a wicked rebellion, inftead of enflaving the people of the |
Highlands, or laying the hand of power more heavy upon them l
(which is the ufual confequence of unfuccefsful revolts), has )

conferred on them the ineftimable bleflings of liberty, juftice, '
and good order. To a& thus is indeed 70 perfell the Union,
and make all the inhabitants of Great-Britain acknowledge, with
gratitude and with joy, that they are fubjects of the fame well-
regulated kingdom, and governed with the fame impartial affec-
tion, by the fovereign and father of the whole commonwealth.

5 ARGYLE.
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The laws I have: mentionedy and the humane, benevelent po-
licy of his majefty’s government, have already produced: very
falutary effeéts in that part of -the: Kingdoms and, if -fteadily
I‘pl_'ll'1-l|.('_‘-l!, will produce many more. Jut no words can recount
to vou the infinite benefits, which have attended the Union, in
the northern counties of England and the fouthern of Scotland.

BL B L A i Gt

The fruits of it muft be, doubtlefs, moft fenhble there, where
the perpetual enmity between the two nations had occafioned
the greateft diforder and defolation.

AR .G YL E

Oh Douglas—could you revive and return into Scotland, what
a delightful alteration would you fee in that country! All thofe
great traéts of land, which in your time lay untilled, on account
of the inroads of the bordering Englith, or the feuds and dif-
cords that raged, with perpetual violence, within. our own di-
ftracted kingdom, you would now behold = cultivated,) and
{miling with plenty. , Inflead of the caftles, which every baron
was compelled to ere& for the defence of his family, and where

he lived in the barbarifm of Gothic pride, among miferable vaf-
fals opprefled by the abufe of his feudal powers, your eyes would
be charmed with elegant country-houfes, adorned with” fine
plantations and beautiful gardens ; while happy villag

towns are rifing about them, and enlivening the prolpect wi
cvery image of rural wealth! On our coafts trading cities, full
of new manufaéures, and continually encreafing the extent of
their commerce ! In our ports and harbours innumerable mer-
chant {hips richly loaded, and protected from all enemies
the matchlefs fleet of Great Britain! But of all improver '
the greateft is in the minds of the Scotch, Thele ha
even more than their lands, by t

iave profited,

ulture, which the fertled

peace and tranquillity, pmdm';‘d by the Union, have happily
Siilz given

€5 or gay
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given to/them: and they have dif¢overed fuch talents in all
branchies of literature, as might render the Englifh jealous of
being excelled by their genius, if there could remain a compe-
tition, when there remains no diftin@ion between the two

nations.
Do G B A S

There may be emulation without jealoufy ; and the efforts,
which that emulation will excite, may render our ifland fuperior
in the fame of wit and good learning to- Italy or to Greece; a
fuperiority, which I have learnt in the Elyfian fields to prefer
even to that which is acquired by arms.—But one doubt fill
remains with me concerning the Union.. I have been informed
that no more than fixteen of our peers, except thofe who have
Englith peerages (which fome of the nobleft have not), now fit
in the houfe of lords, as reprefentatives of the reft.  Does not
this in a great meafure diminifh thofe peers who are not eledted ?
and have you not found the election of the fixteen too depend-
ent on the favour of a court?

A RGY LR

It was impoflible that the Englith could ever confent, in the
treaty of Union, to admit a greater number to have places and
votes in' the upper houfe of parliament : but all the Scotch peer-
age is virtually there, by reprefentation. And thofe who are

not eleéted have every dignity and right of the peerage, except

the privilege of fitting in the houfe of lords, and fome others de-
pending thereon,
PO G LA

They have fo: but when parliaments enjoy fuch a
hare in the government of a country, as our’s do at this time,
to be perfonally there is a privilege and a dignity of the higheft
Hnportance.

ARG Y LE
[ wifh it had been poffible to impart it to all.  But your rea-
{on will tell you 1t was not.—And confider, my lord, that, tll
4 the
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the Revolution in fixteen hundred and eighty-eight, the power
vefted by our government in rhe lords of the Articles had made
our i‘!"tl’llﬂ,ﬂltht‘i much more fubjet to the influence of the
crown than our ele&ions are now. As, by the manner in whichsSee Robere-
they were conftituted, thofe lords were no lefs devoted to theo Pt
king than his own privy council; and as no pmpoiitmu could
then be pmﬁ,mcd in parliament, 1f rejedted by them, they gave
him a negative before debate. This indeed was abolifhed upon
the ucceﬁc n of king William the Third, with many other op=
preflive and ddpmm.l] powers, which had rendered our nobles
abjett flaves to the crown, while they were allowed to be tyrants
over the people.  But if king ].lmt_b, or his fon, had been re-
ftored, the government he h.ui excrcifed would have been re-
eftablithed : and nothing but the Union of the two kingdoms
could have effe&ually prevented that reftoration.  We likewife Seea for
owe to the Union the fubfequent abolition of the Scotch privy '
council, which had been the moft s;rntuus cng'nc of tyranny
and that falutary law, which declared that no crimes thould hc ;
high treafon or mifprifion of rlfqﬂm in Scotland, but {ucl .
were fo in England ; and gave us the Englith nLt]m]q of trial
in cafes. of that nature: \'.L‘u:ta, before, there were (fo .many
fpecies of treafons, the conftrucion of them was fo vncertain,
and the trials were fo arbitrary, that no man could be fafe from
fuffering as a traitor. By the fame a& of parliament we al{os:
mr:::]ved a communication of tm.l: noble privilege of the ,ng 1l1 3, 4
exemption from torture; a privilege, w mth, though ulum Tl oy
both to humanity and to juitice, no other nation in Europe, f‘ 4
not even the freeft republicks, can br aft of p{e.m“'.-ﬁ Shall we
then take offence at fome inevitable circt 1m {lances, which may
jed part, in the treaty of U l*'uﬁ, when it ]-L".-‘.-‘--«i-::-
ils that a ftate canets:
li nd civil
happier now,; and 07
vas under that conc - =

ftituti
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ftitution of covernment which continued in Scotland even after
the e ium“on of king James the Second. «The greateft enemies
to the Union are the friends of that king, in whofe reign, and
in his brother’s, the kingdom of Scotland was {ubjefted to a de-
{potifm as arbitrary as that of France, and more tyrannically
adminiftered,

DOWU GL AS
All T have heard of thofe reigns makes me blufh with indig-
nation at the fervility of our mmks, who could endure them fo
]L‘!I‘J:f What then was become of that undaunted Scotch '{Pllu..
which had dared to refift the Plantagenets in the height of
their power and pride ? could the delcendants of LhoiL' who
had difdained to be fubje@s of Edward the Firft, fubmit to be
flaves of Charles the Second, or James ?
A'RGYLE
They feemed in general to have loft every chara&eriftic of
their natural te mper, t‘gLL"\t a defire to abufe the royal authority,
for the gratification of t[mr private refentments in I:mu]_;Tr
L_lu*un.ls.
D U G LA B
Your grandfather, my lord, has the glory of not deferving
this cenfure.
ARG Y1TE

I am proud that his {pirit, and the pnnmplcs he profefied,
drew upon him the rz_luthu, and fury of thofe times. But
there needs no other proof than the nature and the manner
of his condemnatim], to thew what a wretched flate our nobi-
lity then were in, and what an ineftimable advantage it is to
them, that they are now to be tried as peers of Great Britain,

see the st orand have the benefit of thofe laws which impa:'tcd to us the

Union, art.
it

equity and the freedom of the Englilh conftitution.
Upon the whole, as much as wealth is preferable to poverty,
liberty to oppreflion, and national ftrength to' national weaknefs,

IL}
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fo much has Scotland inconteftably gained by the Union.  Eng-
land too has fecured by it every public blefling which was be-
fore enjoyed by her, and has oreatly augmented her ftrength.
The martial {pirit of the Scotch, their hardy bodies, their acute
and vigorous minds, their induftry, their advity, are now
employed to the benefit of the whole ifland. He is now a bad
Scotchman who is not a good Englithman, and he is a bad
Englifhman who is not a good Scotchman. Mutual intercourfe,
mutual interefts, mutual benefits, muft naturally be productive
of 'mutual affe@ion. And when that is eftablifhed, when our
hearts are fincerely united, many great things, which fome re-
mains of jealoufy and diftruft, or narrow, local partialities, may
hitherto have obftru@ed, will be done for the good of the whole
united kingdom. How much may the revenues of Great-
Britain be encreafed by the further encreafe of population, of
induftry, and of commerce in Scotland! what a mighty ad-
dition to the ftock of national wealth will arife from the im-
provement of our moft northern counties, which are infinitely
capable of being improved | The briars and thorns are in‘a
great meafure grubbed up : the flowers and fruits may be foon
planted. And what more pleafing, or what more glorious
employment, canany government have, than to attend to'the
cultivating of fuch a plantation?
D O UG L A S

The profpeét you open to me of happinefs to' my country
appears fo fair, that it makes me amends for the pam, with
which T refle@ on the times wherein I'lived, and indeed on our
whole hiftory for feveral ages.

B FiniGe X Lpe B

That hiftory does, in truth, prefent to. the mind a long fe-
ries of the moft direful objedts, affaflinations, rebellions, anar-
chy, tyranny, and religion itfelf, either cruel, or glopmy and
unfocial:  An hiftorian, who would paint it in its true colours,

l—rn-!‘
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muft take the pencil of Guercino or Salvater Rofa. ‘But the
moft agreeable imagination can hardly figure to itfelf a more
pleafing fcene of private and public felicity, than will naturally
refult from the Union, if all the prejudices againft it, and all
diftin&ions that may tend, on either fide, to keep up an idea
of feparate interefts, or to revive a fharp remembrance of na-
tional animofities, can be removed.
D 00 Gkl A0S,

If they can be removed! I think it impoflible they can be
retained. | To refift the Union is indeed to rebel againit nature,
She has joined the two countries, has fenced them both
with the fea, againft the invafion of all other nations; but has
Jaid them entirely open the one to the other. . Accurfed be he
who endeavours to divide them.—#%ar God has joined, let no
#ian put afunder.

FERORE O
The three following DiarocuEs are by another hand,
e O U B XXV

CapmMus—HERCULES.

C ADMDUUS

DO you pretend to fit as high on Olympus as Hercules ?
did you kill the Nemean lion, the Erymanthian boar, the
Lernean ferpent, and Stymphalian birds ?  did you deftroy ty-
rants and robbers? You value yourfelf greatly on fubduing one
ferpent: I did as much as that while I lay in my cradle.
CADMUS
It is not on account of the ferpent I boaft myfelf a greater
benefa&or to Greece than you. Adctions fhould be valued by
their utility rather than their eclat. I taught Greece the art of
writing, to which laws owe their precifion and permanency.

You
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