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DT A L O G T EXXAVHR
PLUTARCH

Minos does not efteem any thing frivolous that affe@s the
morals of maokind; he punifhes authors as guilty of every
fault they have countenanced, and every crime they have en-
couraged ; and denounces heavy vengeance for the injuries which
virtue or the virtuous have fuffered in confequence of theic
writings.

The Four following Di1avtooUEs, the Author of
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DIALOGUE. XXIX.

Pusrios CorNELIUS Scirio AFRICANTU 8.

Catus JUI,IUs CEsAR.

< e o B ey Sl

L AS, Cefar! how unhappily did you end a life made il-
luftrious by the greateft exploits in war, and moflt various

civil talents!

C £ S AR

Can Scipio wonder at the ingratitude of Rome to her gene-
rals? did not he reproach her with it in the epitaph he ordered
to be inferibed upon his tomb at Liternum, that mean village
in Campania, to which fhe had driven the conqueror of Han-
nibal and of Carthage? 1 alfo,after fubduing her moft dangerous
enemies, the Helvetians, the Gauls, and the Germans, after
raifing her name to the higheft pitch of glory, fhould have been
eprived of my province, reduced to live as a private man,
under the power of my enemics and the enviers of my great-
nefs ; nay, brought to a trial, and condemned by the judge-
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DIALQGUES ©F THE DEAD.

ment of a fa&tion, if T had not led my viétorious troops to
Rome, and by their afliftance, after all my offers of peace bad
been iniquitoully rejedted, made myfelf mafter of a flate,
which knew fo ill how to recompenfe fuperior merit. Refent-
mept of this, together with the {ecret machinations of envy,
produced not long afterwards a confpiracy of fenators, and even
of fome whom I had moft obliged and loved, againft my lifc,
which they bafely took away by affaffination.

S C I P I O

You fay you led your victorious troops to Rome—How were
they your troops ? 1 thought the Roman armies had belonged
to the republic, not to their generals.

C & S AR,

They did fo in your time. But before I came to command
them, Marius and Sylla had taught them, that they belonged
to their generals. And I taught the {fenate, that a veteran
army, affeGionately attached to its leader, could give him all
the treafures and honours of the ftate without afking their leave.

R ol 19 R o P

Juft gods! Did I then deliver my country from the invading
Carthaginian, did I exalt it by vi@ories above all other nations,
that it might become a richer prey to its own rebel foldiers, and
their ambitious commanders ?

C E § A K

How could it be otherwife ? was it poffible that the con-
querors of Europe, Afia, and Africk, could tamely fubmit to
defcend from their triumphal chariots, and  become {ubje& to
the authority of pretorsand confuls, elected by a populace cor-
rupted by bribes, or enflaved to a confederacy of fa&ious nobles,
who, without regard to merit, confidered all the offices and
dignities of the fate as hereditary pofieflions belonging to their
families ?

S CIPIO0.
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If 1 thought it no difhonour, after triumphing over Han-
nibal, to lay down my faftes, and obey, as all my anceftors
had done before me, the magiftrates of the républic; fuch a
condu@ would not have difhonoured either Marius, or Sylla,
or Czfar. - But you all difhonoured yourlelves, when, inftead
of virtuous Romans, fuperior to your fellow-citizens in merit
and glory, but equal to them in a due fubjection to the laws,
you became the enemies, the invaders, and the tyrants of your

C{)Uﬁtl'y.
C £ § A R

Was I the ezemy of my country, in giving it a ruler fit to
fupport all the majefty and weight of its empire? did I invade
it, when I marched to deliver the people from the ufurped do-
minion and infolence# of a lew fenators? was 1 a ryrans,
becaufe T would not crouch under Pompey, and let him be
thought my fuperior, when I felt he was not my equal 2

scCIPIO.

Pompey had given you a noble example of moderation, in
twice difmifling the armies, at the head of which he had per-
formed fuch illuftrious aétions, and returning, a private citizen,
into the bofom of his country.

C £5 AR

His moderation was a cheat. He believed that the autho-
rity his viGtories had gained him would make him effeGtually
mafter of the commonwealth, without the help of thole armies.
But finding it difficult to fubdue the united oppofition of Crafius
and me, he leagued himfelf with us; and, in confequence of
that league, we three governed the empire. But, after the
death of Craffus, my glorious atchievenients in fubduing the
Gauls raifed fuch a jealoufy in him, that he could no longer
endure me as a partner in his power, nor could I fubmit to de-

grade myfelf into his fubje&.
XEX 2 s I P10
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SOCITEPE 1H0;

Am T then  to: underftand, that the civil war you engaged
in was really a mere conteft, whether you or Pompu, fhould
remain fole Yord of Rome?

¢ EUs AR,

Not {fo—for I offered, in my letters to the fenate, to lay
- down my arms, if ]’un.pw at the fame time would lay down
~m- his, and leave the republic in freedom. Nor did 1 refolve to
wili, draw the fword, till not only the fenate, overpowered by the
e fear of Pompey and his troops, had rem&ui thefe (Jﬂ[‘h, but

two tribunes of the people, for 1&2'1‘11]_}' and juftly interpofing
their .mthﬂntv in my behalf, had been forced to fly from Rome,
difguifed in the habit of {laves, and take refuge in my camp,
for the fafety of their perfons. My camp was thetefore the
afylum of perfecuted liberty ; and my army fought to avenge
the! violation of the rights and Ilhl_}r..ﬁ\ of the 11c0p](, as much
as to defend the dignity of their general unjuftly opprefied.

i Sl i g SR BT

You would therefore have me think, that you contended
for the equality and liberty of the Ronmnc, :Lframﬂ: the tyranny
of P(Jm}u and his lawlefs ac lherents. In IuLh a war I my-
felfy 1f I had lived in your times, would have willingly been
your lieutenant. Tell me then, on the iffue of this honour-
able enterprize, when you had fubdued all your foés, and had
no oppofition remaining to obftru& your intentions, did you
cltablith that liberty for which you fought? did you reftore
the republic to what it was in my time ?

C E 5 A R

I took the neceflary meafures to fecure to m}illf' the fruits
of my victories ; and gave a head to the uuplm, which could
nei ither {ubfift without one, nor find another fo well fuited to
the greatnefs of the body.

5 §.C I P10,
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SUOCLITF 130,

There the true charaer of Cafar was feen unmafked.—You
had managed fo fkilfully in the meafures which preceded the
civil war, your offers were {o fpecious, and there appeared o
much violence in the condu& of your enemies, that, if you
had fallen in that war, poflerity might have doubted, whether
you were not a viétim to the interefts of your country. But
your fuccefs, and the defpotifm you afterwards exercifed, took
off thofe difguifes, and fhewed clearly, that the aim of all
your adions was tyranny.

C B'S AR

Let us not deceive ourfelves with /founds and names.—That
great minds fhould afpire to fovereign power, is a fixed law of
nature. It is an injury to mankind, if the higheft abilities
are'not placed in' the higheft {tations: Had you, Scipio, been
kept down by the republican jealoufy of Cato the cenfor,
Hannibal would! have never been recalled out of Italy, nor
defeated in Africk. And if I had not been treacheroufly mur-
dered by the daggers of Brutus and Caflius, my:fword would

have avenged the defeat of Craflus, and added the empire of

Parthia to that of Rome. Nor was my government tyran-
nical. It was mild, humane, and bounteous. The world
would have been happy under 1t, and wifthed its continuance:
but my death broke the pillars of the public tranquillity, and
brought upon the whole empire a direful fcene of calamit
confufion.

v and
o
§.C I-P1 0O

You fay that great minds will naturally nﬁf:r;' to fovereign
yower. But, if they are gof.:f, as well as grear, they will re~
oulate their ambition by the laws of their country. The laws
of Rome permitted ‘me to afpire to the conduét of the war

. 2 ' 1
againit Carthage ; but“they ‘did not' permit you to turn her
arms againit herfelf; and fubjeét her to your w ill,  The breach

ot
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of one law of liberty is a greater evil to a nation than the lof
of 'a provincey and, in my opinion, the conqueft of the whole
world would not be enough to compenfate for the total lofs of
their freedom.
C £ S A R

You talk finely, Africanus—but alk yourfelf, whether the
height and dignity of your mind, that noble pride which ac-
companies the magnanimity of a hero, could always ftoop  to
a nice conformity with the laws of your country? is there a
law of liberty more effential, more facred, than that which ob-
liges every member of a free commupity to fubmit himfelf to
a triil, upon a legal charge brought againft him for a public
mifdemeanour? in what manner did you anfwer a regular ac-
cufation from a tribune of the people, who charged you with
embezzling the money of the ftate? You told your judges,
that oz that day you bad vanguifhed Hannibal and Carthage,
and bade them follow you to the temples to give thanks to the
gods.  Nor could you ever be brought to ftand a legal trial,
or juftify thofe accounts, which you had torn in the fenate,
when they were queftioned there by two magiftrates in’ the
name of the Roman people. Was this adting like the fubject
of a free ftate? Had your victory procured you an exemption
from juftice? had it given into your hands the money of the
republic without account? If it had, you were king of Rome.
Pharfalia, Thapfus, and Munda, could do no more for me,

SCI1PIO.

I did not quecftion the right of bringive me to a trial, but

I difdained to plead in vindication of a chara&er fo unfpotted

as mine. My whole life had been an anfwer to that infamous

chargu.

ClETS AR

ft'may be fo: and, for my part, I'admire the magndnifiity

of your behaviour, ' But I thould condemn it as repugnant and

deftru@ive
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deltrudtive to liberty, if I did not pay mere 1efped. fo the dig-
nity of a great rremm] than to the forms of a democracy, or
the rights of a tnbun-..

]

7

SCEP e,

You are endeavouring to confound my caufe with your '8 3
but they are exceedingly different. You apprehended a ﬁ'.lll’CHCC-n tanius i
of condemnation anm[’c you for fome part of your condu&, -
and, to prcw:nt it, made an impious war on your country, and
reduced her to fervitude. I trufled the 1uﬂ:E1c‘1tmn of my af-
fronted innocence to the opinion of my judges, {corning to
Plead for myfelf againft a charge 1111fuppmt=d by any mhc

roof than bare hlﬁncmns and furmifes. But I made no re-
fiftance = 1 kindled no civil war: I left Rome undifturbed in
the enjoyment of her 1be;ty Had the malice of my accufers
been cx’erio violent, had it threatened my deftrucion, I {hould
have chofen much rather to turn my fword againft my own
bofom, than againft that of my country.
C £ § A R

You beg the queftion in fuppofing that I really hurt m:
country b\' giving her a mafter, When Cato advifed thes
fenate to make Ponnpev fole econful, he did it upon this prin-c.s
ciple, zhat any kind of government s preferable to anarchy.
The truth of this, I prefume, no man of fenfe will conteft;;
and the anarchy, which that zealous defender of liberty fo
much apprehmd(d, would have continued in Rome, if that
power, which the urgent neceffity of the ftate conferred upon:
me, had not removed it.

5 C 1P Lo

Pompey and you had brought that anarchy on the ftate, in
order to lerve your own ends. It was owing to.the corruption,.
the fa&ions, and the violenee, which you bk ehcani aged, from
an opinion that the fenate would be forced to fubmit to an.ab-
folute power in your hands, as a remedy againit thofe intole-

7 T4 ub]
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rable evils. But Cato judged well in thinking it eligible fo
make Pompey fole conful r: ather than’yon cff..?m'ﬂ becaufe ex-
perience had (hewn, that Pompey Limc’ind the fnrms of the
Roman conftitution, and, though he luunht by bad means as
well as good, to obtain the Eughcﬁ magiftracies, and the moft
honourable commands, yet he laid them down again, and con-
tented himfelf with remaining fuperior in credit to any other
citizen.
¢ E S AR

If all the difference between my ambition and Pompey’s wus

only, as you 1ep1clcnt it, in a greater or lefs 1'Lf"p{;c':'t for ¢

forms of the conflitution, 1 think it was hardly becoming Iut]

a patriot as Cato to take part in our quarrel, “much lefs to kill
himfelf rather than yield to my power.
a1 BT o
It is eafier to revive the [pirit of liberty in a government
where the forms of it remain unchanged, than where they
have been totally difregarded and abolithed. But I readily own,
that the balance of the Roman conftitution had been deftroy-
ed by the exceflive and illegal authority, which the mmp}c were
induced to confer upon fmnpm' before any extraordinary ho-
nours or commands had been demanded by you. And thats,
I think, your beft excufe.
Gl 5. bR
Yes {urelyv.—The favourers of the Mantiian law had an ill
grace in defiring to limit the commiffions I obtained from the
1‘*C0-':1L~ according to the rigour of certain obfolete republican
laws, no more l‘LLT’iI'dv:.d in my time than the Sybilline oracles,
or the pious m{ntutl.ons of Numa.

BCHL L 0.

It was the misfortune of your time that they were not re-
garded, A virtuous man would not take from a deluded peo-

b

ple {uch favours as they ought not to beftow. Ihavea right to

{ay
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fay this, becaufe I chid the Roman people, when, over-heated
by gratitude for the fervices I had done them, they defired .tolii
make me perpetual confiud and dictator. Hear this, and blufh.—5ca 6.
What I refufed to accept; you fnatched by force.

“

C'®E 8 AR

Tiberius Gracchus reproached you with the inconfiftency of
your condut, when, after refufing thefe offers, you fo little
refpe@ed the Tribunitian authority.  But thus it muft happen.
We are naturally fond of the idea of liberty, till we come to
fuffer by it, or find it an impediment to fome predominant
paflion; and then we wifh to controul ity as you did moft
defpotically, by refufing to fubmit to the juflice of the ftate.

s, ¢ L.p 1 0.

I have anfwered before to that charge. Tiberius Gracchus
himfelf,  though my perfonal enemy, thought it became him to
{top the proceedings againft me; not for my fake, but for the
honour of my country, whofe dignity fuffered with mine.
Neverthelels I acknowledge, my conduét in that bufinels was
not abfolutely blamelefs. The generous pride of virtue was
too flrong in my mind. It made me forget I was creating a
dangerous precedent, in declining to plead to alegal aceufation,
brought againft me by a magiftrate invefted with the majefty
of the whole Roman people. It made me unjuftly accufe my
country of ingratitude, when fhe had fhewn herfelf grateful
even 52}'01111 the true bounds of policy and juftice, by not in-
fliding upon me any penalty for fo irregular a proceeding,
But, at the fame time, what a proof did 1 gwe of moderation,
and refpedt for her liberty, when my utmoit refentment could
impel me to nothing more violent than a voluntary retreat, and
quiet banithment of myfelf from the city of Rome! Scipio
Africanus offended, and living a private man, 1n a country-
houfe at Liternum, was an example of more ufe to fecure the

Yoyoy equality
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equality of the Roman commonwealth, than all the power of

its tribunes.
C E 5 & R

I had rather have been thrown down the Tarpeian rock, than
have retired, as you did, to the obfcurity of a village, after a&-
ing the firft part on the greateft theatre of the world.

8 Gl 1i G

An ufurper exalted on the higheft throne of the univerfe is
not fo glorious as I was in that obfcure retirement. 1 hear in-
deed; that you, Cafar, have been deificd by the flattery of fome
of your fucceflors.  But the impartial judgement of hiftory has
confecrated my name, and ranks me in the fuit clafs of heroes
and patriots: whereas the higheft praife her records, even under
the dominion ufurped by your family, have given to you, is,
that your courage and talents were equal to the objeét your
ambition afpired to, the empire of the world; and that you
exercifed a fovereignty unjuitly acquired with a magnanimous
clemency, But it would have been better for your country,
and better for mankind, if you had never exifted.

f

BOBERLOD
BiAEREOGH E: XXX

P 1. & 70— ol e Bt £ S

DITOGENES

DLAT O, fland off.—A true philofopher, as I was, is ne
company for a courtier of the tyrant of Syracufe. I would
avoid you, as one infected with the moft noifome of plagues, the

olague of flavery.
PG ’ PLAT O
He, who can miftake a brutal pride and favage indecency of

manners for freedom, may naturally think that the being in a

3 court
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