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S3? DIALOGUES OF THE DEAD,

equality of the Roman commonwealth , than all the power of
its tribunes.

■ C JE S A R.

I had rather have been thrown down the Tarpeian rock , than
have retired , as you did , to the obfcurity of a village , after act¬
ing the firft part on the greateft theatre of the world.

. S C I P I o.

An ufurper exalted on the higheft throne of the univerfe is
not fo glorious as I was in that obfcure retirement . I hear in¬
deed , that you , Caefar, have been deified by the flattery of fome
of your fuccefibrs. But the impartial judgement of hiftory has
confecrated my name, and ranks me in the firft clafs of heroes
and patriots : whereas the higheft praife her records, even under
the dominion ufurped by your family , have given to you , is,
that your courage and talents were equal to the object your
ambition afpired to, the empire of the world ; and that you
exercifed a fovereignty unjuftly acquired with a magnanimous
clemency . But it would have been better for your country,
and better for mankind , if you had never exifted.
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DIALOGUE XXX.

L A T O D I O G E N E S.

DIOGENES.

J > L AT O, ftand off.— A true philofopher , as I was, is no
company for a courtier of the tyrant of Syracufe. I would

avoid you , as one infected with the moft noifome of plagues , the
plague of flavery.

PLATO.

He , who can miftake a brutal pride and favage indecency of
manners for freedom , may naturally think that the being in a
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DIALOGUE XXX.

court (however virtuous one's conducl , however free one 's lan¬
guage there) is flavery . But I was taught by my great mailer,
the incomparable Socrates, that the bufmefs of true philofophy
is to confult and promote the happinefs of fociety . She muft
not therefore be confined to a tub or a cell. Her fphere is in
fenates , or the cabinets of kings . While your feci: is employed
in marling at the great , or buffooning with the vulgar , me is
counfeling thofe who govern nations , infufing into their minds
humanity , juftice , temperance , and the love of true glory , refill¬
ing their pafilons , when they tranfport them beyond the bounds
of virtue , and fortifying their reafon by the antidotes (he admi-
nifters againft the poifon of flattery.

DIOGENES.

You mean to have me underftand , that you went to the court
of the Younger Dionyfius , to give him antidotes againft the
poifon of flattery . But I fay he fent for you only to fweeten
the cup , by mixing it more agreeably , and rendering the flavour
more delicate . His vanity was too nice for the naufeous com¬
mon draught j but your feafoning gave it a relifh , which made
it go down moft delightfully , and intoxicated him more than
ever. Oh ! there is no flatterer half fo dangerous to a prince
as a fawning philofopher!

PLATO.

If you call it fawning , that I did not treat him with fuch un¬
mannerly rudenefs as you did Alexander the Great , when he vi-
fited you at Athens , I have nothing to fay. But, in truth , I
made my company agreeable to him , not for any mean ends
which regarded only myfelf , but that I might be ufeful both to
him and to his people . I endeavoured to give a right turn to
his vanity ; and know , Diogenes , that whoever will ferve man¬
kind , but more efpecially princes , muft compound with their
weakneffes , and take as much pains to gain them over to virtue,
by an honeft and prudent complaifance , as others do to feduce
them from it, by a criminal adulation.
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DIALOGUES OF THE DEAD.

JSw snifiBi -nnW tor >YDc1 !«? • S • "'E' t V s
A little of my fagacity- would have fhewn you , that , if this

was your purpofe , your labour was loft in that court . Why did
you>not*go and preach chaftity to Lais ? A philofopher in a bro¬
thel , reading lectures on the beauty of continence and decency,
is not a more ridiculous animal , than a philofopher in the cabi¬
net , or at the table of a tyrant , defcanting on liberty and public
fpirit ! What effect had the leffons of your famous difciple
Ariftotle upon Alexander the Great , a prince far more capable
of receiving inftru &ion than the Younger Dionyfius ? did they
hinder him from killing his beft friend , Clitus , for fpeaking to
him with freedom ; or from fancying himfelf a god, becaufe he
was adored by the wretched flaves he had vanquilhed ? When
I defired him not to ftand between me and the fun ^ I humbled
his pride more , and confequently did him more good , than
Ariftotle had done by all his formal precepts ..

PLATO.

Yet lie owed to thofe precepts , that , notwithstanding his ex-
ceffes, he appeared not unworthy of the empire of the world.
Had the tutor of his youth gone with him into Afia , and con¬
tinued always at his ear, the authority of that wife and virtuous
man might have been able to flop him , even in the riot of con-
queft , from giving way to thofe paffions which dishonoured his
character . ,

DIOGENES.

If he had gone into Afia, and had not flattered the king as
obfequioufly as Haspheftion , he would , like Callifthenes , whom
he fent thither as his deputy , have been put to death for high
treafon . The man who will not flatter , mult live independents
as I did, and prefer a tub to a palace.

PLATO.

.. Do you pretend , Diogenes , that , becaufe you were never in
a court , you never flattered ? How did you gain the affection of
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DIALOG IT E XXX.

the people of Athens , but by Toothing their ruling paffion, the
defire of hearing their fuperiors abufed ? Yoiir cynic railing was
to them the moft acceptable flattery . This you \v,U under-
flood , and made your cowt to the vulgar , always envious and
.malignant , by trying to lower all dignity and confound all order :
you made your court , I fay, as fervilely, and with as much of-
.fence to virtue , as the bafeft flatterer ever did to the molt cor¬

rupted prince . But true philofophy will difdain to ■aft either
of thefe parts . Neither in the affemblies of the people , nor in
the cabinets of kings , will fhe obtain favour by fomenting any
Jbad difpofitions . If her endeavours to do good prove unfue-
cefsful, fhe will retire with honour , as an honeft phyfician de¬

parts from the houfe of a patient , whofe diftemper he finds in¬
curable , or who refufes to take the remedies he prefcribes . But
if fhe fucceeds ; if, like the mufic of Orpheus , her fweet perfua-
fions can mitigate the ferocity of the multitude , and tame their
minds to a due obedience of laws and reverence of magistrates ;

or if fhe can form a Timoleon , or a Numa Pompilius , to the go¬
vernment of a Hate, how meritorious is the work ! Gne king,

nay one minifter , or counfellor of ftate , imbued with her pre¬
cepts , is of more value than all the fpeculative , retired philoso¬
phers , or cynical revilers of princes and magiftrates , that ever
.lived upon eartli.

d i o G;;£^ %v$w gnivig mmi Jisiip

Don ' t tell me of the mufic of Orpheus , and of his taming
wild beafts. A wild beaft brought to crouch and lick the' hand

O

of a majler ^ is a much viler animal than he was in his natural
ftate of ferocity . You feeni to think , that the bufinefs of phi¬
lofophy is topolijh men into>JIaves ; but I fay, it is to teach them
to alTert, with an untamed and generous fpirit, . their independ¬
ence and freedom . > You profeis to inftrudt thofe who want to
'ride their fellow creatures , how to do it with an eafy and gentle
rein ; but I would have them thrown off, and trampled under
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DIALOGUES OF THE DEAD.
the feet of all their deluded or infuked equals, on whofe backsthey have mounted . Which of us two is the trueft friend tomankind ?

PLATO.

According to your notions , all government is deftructive toliberty ; but I think that no liberty can fubfift without go¬vernment . A ftate of fociety is the natural ftate of mankind.They are impelled to it by their wants, their infirmities , theiraffeclions. The laws of fociety are rules of life and a&ion ne-ceffary to fecure their happinefs in that ftate . Government isthe due enforcing of thofe laws. That government is the Deft,which does this moft effectually, and moft equally ; and thatpeople is the freeft, which is moft fubmiftively obedient to fucha government.
DIOGENES.

Shew me the government which makes no other ufe of it 'spower than duly to enforce the laws of fociety, and I willown it is intitled to the moft abfolute fubmiflion from all it's
fubjedts.

PLATO.

I cannot mew you perfection in human inftitutions . It is far
more eafy to blame them than it is to amend them : much maybe wrong in the beft : but a good man refpects the laws and thexnagiftrates of his country.

DIOGENES.

As for the laws of my country , I did fo far refpecl them , asnot to philofophife to the prejudice of the flrft and greateft prin¬ciple of nature and of wifdom, felf-prefervation. Though Iloved to prate about high matters as well as Socrates, I did not
chufe to drink hemlock after his example . But you might aswell have bid me love an ugly woman , becaufe fhe was dreftup in the gown of Lais, as refpeB a fool or a knave , becaufehe was attired in the robe of a magiftrate.

PLATO.



DIALOGUE XXX.
PLATO.

All I defired of you was, not to amufe yourfelf and the
populace by throwing dirt upon the robe of a magiftrate , mere¬
ly becaufe he wore that robe, and you did not.

DIOGENES.

A philofopher cannot better difplay his wifdom , than by
throwing contempt on that pageantry , which the ignorant
multitude gaze at with a fenfelefs veneration.

PLATO.

He who tries to make the multitude venerate nothing, iso *
more fenfelefs than they . Wife men have endeavoured to ex¬
cite an awful reverence in the minds of the vulgar for external
ceremonies and forms, in order to fecure their obedience to
religion and government , of which thefe are the fymbols. Can
a philofopherdelire to defeat that good purpofe ?

DIOGENES.

Yes, if he fees it abufed to fupport the evil purpofes of
fuperftition and tyranny.

PLATO.

May not the abufe be corrected without lofing the benefit ?
is there no difference between reformation and definition f

DIOGENES.

Half ~7neafures do nothing . He who defires to reform mufr,
not be afraid to pull down.

PLATO.

I know that you and your fed are for pulling down every
thing that is above your own level. Pride and envy are the
motives that fet you all to work . Nor can one wonder that
paffions , the influence of which is fa general^ fhould give you
many difciples and many admirers.
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DIALOGUES OF THE DEAD.
DIOGENES.

When you have eftablifhed your republic, if you will admit
me into it, . I promife you to be there a moil refpeSlful fubjecrv

PLATO.

I am confcious , Diogenes , that my republic was imaginary,
arid could never be eftablimed . But they £hew as little know¬
ledge of what is practicable in politicks , as I did in that book,
•who fuppofe that the liberty of any civil fociety can be main¬
tained by the deftruction of order and decency , or promoted by
the petulance of unbridled defamation.

DIOGENES.

I never knew any government angry at defamation , when
it fell on thofe who difliked or obftru £red its meafures . But I
well remember , that the thirty tyrants at Athens called oppo¬
sition to them the deJlruBion of order and decency.

p l a t o.

Things are not altered by names,
DIOGENES.

No — but names have a ftrange power to impofe on weak
underftandings . If, when you were in Egypt , you had laughed
at the worfhip of an onion , the priefts would have called you
an atheift , and the people would have ftoned you . But I
prefume , that , to have the honour of being initiated into the
my Irenes of that reverend hierarchy , you bowed as low to it
as any of their devout difciples . Unfortunately my neck was
not fo pliant , and therefore I was never initiated into the
myfceries either of religion or government , but was feared or
hated by all who thought it their inter-eft to make them be
refpecled.

PLATO.

Your vanity found its account in that fear and that hatred.
The high prieft of a deity , or the ruler of a ftate, is much

lefs



DIALOGUE XXX.

lefs diftinguiflied from the vulgar herd of mankind, than the
fcoffer at all religion, and the defpifer of all dominion.—But
let us end our difpute. I feel my folly in continuing to argue
with one, who in reafoning does not feek to come at truth,
but merely to fhew his wit. Adieu, Diogenes; I am going
to converfe with the fhades of Pythagoras, Solon, and Bias.'—
You may jeft with Ariftophanes, or rail with Therfites.

?̂ ?̂ ^ ^0 $£̂ §̂Ĉ§x

DIALOGUE XXXI.

Aristides. — Phocion. — Demosthenes,

aristides.

TTOW could it happen, that Athens, after having recovered
an equality with Sparta, fhould be forced to fubmit to

the dominion of Macedon, when me had two fuch great men
as Phocion and Demofthenes at the head of her ftate ?

PHOCION.

It happened becaufe our opinions of her interefts in foreign
affairs were totally different; which made us ad with a con-
ftant and pernicious oppofition, the one to the other.

ARISTIDES.

I wifh to hear from you both (if you will indulge my
curiofity) on what principles you could form fuch contrary
judgements concerning points of fuch moment to the fafety of
your country, which you equally loved.

DEMOSTHENES.

My principles were the fame with yours , Ariftides. I
laboured to maintain the independence of Athens againft the
incroaching ambition of Macedon, as you had maintained it
againft that of Perfia. I faw that our own ftrength was un-
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