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DIALOGUES OF THE DEAD.

fuch a relu@®ance proceeds from a very noble caufe, and feems
agreeable to the dignity of a great mind in bad times, yet it is
a {J;ult againft the lngheﬂ of lTI('JI‘dl obligations, the love of our
country. For, how unworthy foever individuals may be, the
public is always refpecable, always dear to the virtuous.
PHOCTION
True: but no obligation can lie upon a citizen to feek
public charge, when l'u, forefees that his obtaining of it w 1]1
be ufelefs to his country. Would you have had me folicit the
command of an army which I believed would be beaten?
ARISTIDES
It is not permitted to a ftate to defpair of its fafety, till 1ts ut-
moft efforts have been made without fuccefs. If you had
commanded the army at Chzronea, you might poflibly have
changed the event of “the day: but, If}ou h: ‘ad not, you would
have died more honourably thcre, than in a prifon at Athens,
betrayed by a vain confidence in the infecure friend(hip of a
perfidious Macedonian,
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Marcus Aurerius ParLosornus.~—SeERvVIiUus TULLIUS. .

Servivs Turrius.
ES, Marcus, though I own you to have been the firft of
m‘mkmd in virtue and goodnefs, though, while you go-
verned, philofophy fat on the throne and diffufed the bcmgn
influences of her adminiftration over the whole Roman empire,
yet, as a king, 1 might, perhaps, pretend to a merit even fupe-
rior to your's.

MARCUS
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MARCUS AUREBLIUS
That philofophy you afcribe to me has taught me to feel'my
own defeéts,; and to venerate the virtues of other men.  Tell me
therefore, in what confifted the fuperiority of your merit as @
Eing.

it

SERVIUS.TULLITS

It confifted in this, zhat I gave my people I di-
minithed, I limited the kingly power, when it was placed in
my hands. I need not tell you, that the plan of government
inltituted by me was adopted by the Romans, when they had
driven out Tarquin, the deftroyer of their liberty; and gave
its form to that republic, compoled of a due mixture of the
repal, ariftocratical, and democratical powers, the flrength and
wifdom of which fubdued the world. Thus all the glory of
that great people, who for many ages excelled the reft of man-
kind in the arts of war and of policy, belongs originally to me.

MARCUS AURELIUS

There is much truth in what you fay. But would not the
Romans have done better, if, after the expullion of Tarquin

they had vefted the regal power in a limited monarch, inflea

o

of -111;11:'!:‘,';'___-’; it in two annual eleétive magiftrates, with the title
of confuls? This was a great deviation from your plan of go-
vernment, and, I think, an unwife one. For a divided royalty
s a folecilm, an abfurdity in politics.  Nor was the s regal
power, committed to the adminiftration of confuls,, continued
in their hands long enough, to enable them to finith any dif-
ficult war, or other a& of great moment. Frem henc
a neceflity of prolonging their commands beyend the
term 3 of (hortening the interval prelcribed by the laws be-
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tween the ele@ions to thofe offices; and of granting extr
dinary commiffions and powers, by all which the republic was
in the end deftroyed.
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SERVIUS TULLTUS

The Revolution which enfued upon the death of Lucretia
‘was made with fo much anger, that it is no wonder the Ro-
mans abolithed in their fury the name of king, and defired
to weaken a power, the exercife of which had been fo grievous ;
Il}gur‘ L' the (lg mng this was 1{11.{411(!{.&. “’11}1 .-.a” the inconvenien-
cies you h:ne_]uil!\ obferved. But, if anger afted too vio-
Icwt]v in reforming abufes, philofophy might have wifely cor-
refted that error. Marcus Aurelius mlgiﬂ. have new-modeled
the conftitution of Rome, He might have made it 2 limited
monarchy, leaving to the emperors all the power that was ne-
ceflary to govern a wide-extended empire, and to the fenate
and pt,opic *]l the liberty that could be confiftent with order
and obedience to government ; a liberty purged of fa&ion and
guarded againft anarchy.

MARCUS AURELIUS.

[ fhould have been happy indeed, if it had been in my
power to do fuch good to my country. But the gods them-
felves' cannot force their blef Img on 111:3:11, who bv “theit vices
are become incapable to recerve them. 'Eh‘!['\., like power,
is only 5;00(1 for thﬂl:, who pofle {s it, when it is under ‘the
conftant dire@ion of virtue. No Llw,s can have foree umurrh
to hinder it from dc*rencmtmE into faction and anarchy, wlw:e
the morals of a nation'are depraved ; and continued habits of
vice will eradicate the very love of it out of the hearts of a
pcop]c. A Marcus Brutus, in my time, could not have drawn
to his ftandard afingle legion of Romans. But further, it is
certain that h*sﬂmvnf of fur*){y is abfolutely In-:‘o'vpaulﬂc with
the fpirit of conguefi. To keep great conguer ecl nations in {ub-
jeétion and obedience, grear ﬂxrnﬂ.wg armies are neceflary.
The generals of thofe armies will not long remain {theE’rS,
and whoever acquires dominion by the fword, muft rule by
the fword, If he does not deftroy liberty, liberty will deftroy him.

2 SERYIUS TULLIUS:
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SERVIUVS TULLIUS
Do you then juftify Auguftus for the change he made in the
Roman government P
MARCUS AUVRELIUS
I do not—for Auguftus had no lawful authority to make
that change, His power was ufurpation and breach of truft.
But the government, which h“ feized with a violent hand,
came to me by a /awful and ¢ffc 1 :;?J*' rule of {ucceflion.
SERVIU FLLTUS.
Can any length of rmﬂjmﬂ,‘;'! make deluunfm lawful ?
15 not liberty an =r11m._nt, inalienable right of mankind ?
ARCUS AURELIUS
They have an mhcrent right to be governed by laws, not by
arbitrary will, But forms nf gmcrmncnt may, “and mui be
occafionally changed, with the confent of the pcoplt.. th:l
I reigned over them, the Romans were governed by laws.
SERVIUS TULLIU
Yes, becaufe your moderation, and the }HCCLPEE of that phi.
lofop h\ in which your youth had been tutored, inclined you
to make the laws the rules of your government 'md the bounds
of your power. But, if you had defired to govern otherwife,
had they power to reftrain you ?
MARCUS AURELIUS.
They had not.—The imp-:rial authority in' my time had no

limitations.
SE RV LU S T LALI WS

Rome therefore was in reality as much enflaved under you

as under your fon; and you left him the power of ty :mlmzm-f
over it by 11chd1tdn r1~"31

MARCUS AURELIUS,
I did—and the conclufion of that tyrant was his murder.

SERVIUS
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SERYIUS TULLIUS

Unhappy father! unhappy king! what a deteftable thing is
abfolute monarchy, when even the virtues of Mareus Aurelius
could not hinder it from being deftruétive to his family, and
pcnﬁcious to his country, any longer than the period of his
own life.. But how happy is that kingdom, in which a Jimited
monarch prefides over a ftate /o juftly poifed, that it guards idelf
from fuch evils, and has no need to take refuge in arbitrary
power againft the dangers of anarchy, which is almoft as bad a
refource, as it would be for a fhip to run itfelf on a rock, in
order to efcape from the agitation of a tempeft !

FOUR




	Seite 544
	Seite 545
	Seite 546
	Seite 547
	Seite 548

