UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works of George Lord Lyttleton

Lyttelton, George <Lord>
London, 1774

Letter Il.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-50364

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-50364

A JOUWRNEY INTO WHALES
8t. Winnifred more than I do her. "I with you may not'be
tired with my travels; but you know I am performing my
promife.

I remain yours, &c.

LYTTELTON,

% w0 ol aTe calls ufa
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DEAR BOWER, Shrewtbury, July 14, 1756,

Y laft letter ended in fetting out for Carnarvon, where 1

arrived that afternoon. I had a very fine view of the
fea, and one of the fineft towns I had feen in England or
Wales; the old walls: of which, with their towers and bul-
warks, are almeft entire; they are high and frongly built.
The towers are round, and rather more of the Roman than
Gothic form of archite®ure. At one end they join to the
wall of the caftle, which is a vaft and noble building, of which
the outfide is likewife well preferved, but the infide is demo-
lithed. The people here thew the remains of a chamber, where
king Edward the Second was born, and received the fubmifficn
of all the nobility in Wales in his cradle. The caftle itfelf
was built by his father, and 1s indeed a noble work.

As we rode from Carnarvon, the country about was
foftened into a {cene of the moft pleafing kind, and was ren-
dered more fo by the contraft with that from which we came.
We travelled along the thore of Menal, an arm of the fea, as
broad as the Thames, over-againft lord Duncannon’s. Our
road led us over fine thady lawns, perfumed fo with honey-
fuckles, that they were a paradiferzo.  Over gentle hills, from
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whence we had a lovely view of the Menai and the ifle of
Anglefea, ‘which lies on the oppofite fide of it, and then loft
them again in agrecable valleys, like thofe of Reading, or the
Hertfordthire vales. We enjoyed thefe {cenes for fome miles,
till we came into a ferry, by which we paffed into Anglefea,
and landed at the feat of Sir Nicholas Bayley, which is the
leilntc’c {pot in the Hland. He has {JULH\.]EL',J an old houfe
with good JL.do“ncnt and tafte. ‘The view from it is charm-
ing ; he fees' the {weet country, through which we had tra-
velled, from Carnarvon to Snowdon above i it; which ennobles
the profpe& ; the Menai winds, in a moft beautiful manner,
juft under his windows ; his woods [hade the banks of it on
each fide of it, quite (‘:4;\'.'11 to t]l" water; above which, inter-
mixed with them, are ever—green lawns, which, if he ipu:l with
a very little art, would, tu&a}um. with his wood, make a gar-
den, or park, of the moft perfe& beauty; but all is yetin a
rude and negle@ted ftate. From thence we went to Baron-
hill, the feat of lord [mlndc\' above the town of Beaumaris,
in the fame ifland; it has a view of the fea, and coaft of Car-
narvon, which 1s indeed very fine; [Jut I think inferior to that
of lord Edgecombe’s, with which I have heard it compared.
The houfe is a bad one; the }*.muln are made 1n a very fine
tafte; hu* upon the whole, T like it much lefs than Sif N,

P
Bayley's, though the reputation of the former is' greater'in

Wales.

All the reft of the 1fle of Anglefea 1s a naked and wnpleas
fant country, without a tree or hedge to be feen in it, '1'.1("1]-
tivated thll, from E1-'.:: bitinacy of I'h;: people, m adhering to
the ignorance of their fo IL;..LFJLT‘:, fo that I am m]c. it L]q g nm;
l}m.h'c“ the tenth part of what the land is capable of, if i
proved by the agnculture of England. From Beaumaris we
rade over the lands, at 10W water, to Penman Mawr, 'a high
and rocky mountain, the paffage over which muft have besn

very
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they built a mll along t|tc edge of the
. vou from the danger of falling down the

o
e feas but with this guard it 1s
nLry \..1.1;_,3“ Tl {'.
n the firlt

yat {truck me more

M el . L
alt o \'\-.’J.-.H we 1oon came alfel [
was built i"‘:' | e l tm Firft, in mucl
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e fides of it are

confiderable height; inflead of a ditch,
defended by an arm of the fea, and four turrets that rile abov

%)

the towers, befides two others at one end, ftanding below the
others, about the middle of the rock, that over-hangs the fea.
The walls between are battlements, and look very firc ong; they
are, in fome places, fourteen or fifteen fect thick, in none
lefs than twelve. The whole together hath the grandeft ap-

pecially as s'.-.-: walls

pearance of any building I ever b\.]ul{ elp
of .the town, u]u{.]l are built like thofe of Carnarvon, but with
bolder. and handfomer towers, appear right in one view to the
eve with the caftle, when firlt you a pn..'.r_h it.  All the out-
{ide remains, except one tower, as in the time of Edward the
Firft; and that was not demolifhed either with battering engines
or with cannons, but by the people of th; place t
from. the foundation, for their own ule, whenever they pleafed;
the confequence of which was, the greate{t part of “the tower
fell into the fea: but the upper part more {upri r'n' c"\'mri'.'-.r.:re
ftill irm in If:c form of an arch; and lord ]Hr”u.d he prefent
proprictor, hath forbid any u]]pl lation for the future. We
were told, his grandfather 1 would have lived in this caftle, could
he have ;wn]mhd any lands in the country about ; but finding
none to be fold, he dropt the defign.

I wifh he had purfued it, for then we might have feen the
infide entire ; a fight which would have given me a great deal
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of pleafure., But now the floors, cielings; and mnf», areall
taken dwa';., {o that-we-can ha rdiv rruaﬁ at its ‘ancient magnifi

cence, - The hall muft have been a noble room ; it is Too feet
long, 30 \vi-.lﬂ..} and 3o high:; the roof was fupported by very

beautiful arches, wlmn {till remain.  There are tWo {lwmncm
in it, and it was well lighted: The flone-work of the window
is -exceeding handfome,  Had our friend Millar (che bulldcr
of Hagley houfe) been with us, he would have fallen down
and adored the archite&:. = The eight towers feem to have con-
tained three | very good bed-chambers each, placed one ‘above
another,. befides fome upper rooms. The chambers are 18
feet diameter, except one called the king’s chamber, which
has a bow Wi.ji.]t)‘.\' gained out of the thlL knefs of the wall}
and the room is h' T]'mt means exten '.c.u about 30 feet'y over
the r.-L:_H of that 1\'*[‘.:|n.v, are the arms of Edward LhL Firft,
This and all the other chambers appear to the eye 12 or
13 feet high; but I am promifed an accurate pl.m of Uthe
whole by one of the country. It certainly merits very. par-
ticular evlmu}mmu, but I fhould h'v'* been more curious
about it had it been built in Henry the Second's time. “Rrom
E;‘."!'-‘.-'-".J_' we travelled half a HJ.n-“.s journey through
country, to Rudland, or I'Lh Land-caf
remains of \..|1‘,.1 are lefs perfe@ than. Carnarvon or C:

way.;, nor was it ever un_‘:i. {o {laLrﬂ eitherin extent'or lhdl-
which I am for ry for, as i

0as bm.t by Henry the S

Not far from [‘._,.UL., ata ia“u called B .d:'.n-,an, we. pafled’ a

T

r....".' aay I a.yvery. comf ortable man: er, with an (llk acguain-

tance of mine, who is the Jady of the Ll!l_L, and hath *:~1~ d
all n.1u.|'-ru!u'ul‘., which the l;u}l]'cnr the neighheurhood uled
to. make, by taking it down to build and re el

and Hfhts, whi L‘n would have demolifhed it like the tower
of Lu way, The next mr;rnm:r we went -to the tops of the
hill, from whﬁnf e we had a view of the whole vale of Clw ydd,

Ty |
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ftom-one end to- therother, which s equalled by ‘none“in

England for rcmbty and beauty,  There ‘is  neither ‘mountain
or tock to be {een in any part of it: after you turn your baclk
upon Rudland, the hills on one fide of it rife very gradually
by g oentle afcents : moft of them are cultivated quite to their
lum"nm, others half way up; and when the tops are not
enclofed, they are a fine rrr'\ﬁ down, like Clent-hill, and {haded
and enlivened with wood, like the flopes in my park ; but yet
| plLiLr the fcenes in Mf‘nt:rmmrvﬂnm to this hvuly vale s
there 15 a great beauty in this, but there 15 no majefty ;' where-
as there, as in the mind of our friend the madona, the foft
and the agreeable is mixed with the nvnlr:, the great, and the
fublime. About the middle of this vale, upon the brow of a
hill, ftands Denbigh caftle, a very fineiruin 3 it ¢ enclofes as much
ground as Conway or Carnarvon, but hath not fo much build-
ing. The towers of it are Pmndmsr at a very confderable
diftance from one another, being fewer in number; but they
are in the fame ftyle of architecture, having been En. ilt in the
reign of the fame king, who by thefe ftrong fortrefles fecured
to himfelf "Ind his ﬂnihrt}, the dominion of North Wales.
The f all is fill pretty entire, and rivals that of Conway, ex-
cept tl hat the roof doth not appedr to have been arched.

The towers are all in a ruinous ftate j I think it a pity and
{hame to’ the owaer, that more care is not taken to preferve
fuch refpe@able remains of antiquity. When we left the vale
of Clwydd, we went into a barren and mountainous country,

vhich: continued from Rythin as far as Wrexham:

The church of the latter is called ‘one :1 the ‘'wanders of

Wales 3 it does indeed equal, if mot exceed, any in' England.
I have not deferibed to you the cathedral. .of ‘Bavpor- er St.
Ala 13]1 :- the firft I did not lee, an wd I was told it was not worth
feeing ; the latter hath n-'a'i 51';;_ ’

neverthelefs I {hould be to fee 'the ‘deanof E e vl

{eated

in ititos deferve  deleription
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feated in cither of them, or rather at-St. Afaph. . From Wres-
ham we went to Wynlftay, the feat of Sir Watkin Williams
Wynn. - Part of the hovfe is old 5 but he had begun build-
ing a new one before his death, ina very good tafte. One
wing is finifhed, and that alone makes a very agreeable
houfe. - The view from it is the moft chearful I ever be.
held ;it flands in the middle of a very pretty park, and
looks over that to a moft delightful country 3 but if the
park was extended a little farther, it would take in a hil,
with the view of a valley, moft Leautifully woeded ; and the
river Dee winding in fo 1'(-1111'-1't;‘ and charming a manner,
that I think it exceeds that [ Fefliniog, or any confined
profpe&t 1 ever beheld : mmmg ther obje@s that embellifh
the fcene, there is a fine bridge of flone. 'Tell Mrs, C—
g ]

the Thames, and build a houfe in this ]H';I\ fpot. I will
vifit her every year; fhe will not be at any expence in mak-
ing a garden, for nature .hath n..tdc one to her hands, in-
finitely better than that of § —, L'pon one of the neigh-
Lomn*ﬂr hills, which hath the fame profpe as this, one M.
Yorke has a feat, which 1 only faw at a (‘ILiLmLf:; and which,
1 am told by a lady at &:hrf‘ulouw of a good rtafte,
any in W ales for natural beauty.

Indeed the ceuntry, for five or fix miles, is of another temper,
exceedingly fertile; and very romantic. While I was looking
at it, I alked Mr. P—, ¢ Whether Iwc‘ tr*oumt it poffible for
the eyes to behold a more pl “111110 fight ? He. {aid, ¢ Yes; the
fight of a woman.one loves.’ Mj- an!wc; was, *“ When I was
in love, I thought {o.”

Our laft vilit in Wales was to Ghirk-caftle; it was de-
ftroyed in the civil wars, and hath been rebuilt ; it is a ba
imitation of an old caflle, the moft difagreeable d\'.(.l]m“
houfe I ever faw; nor is there any magnificence to make

amends

» I would have her leave Clermont, and the banks of
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amends for' the want of convenience; 'the ‘rooms are large
indeed in'''one part, but much too low; and the ciclings
are fo heavy with clumfy fret-work, that they feem ready
to fall upon one’s head ; it has a fine extenfive profped, but
no other beauty of any kind, nor is the profpe& to be com-
pared with fome we have feen at the other caftles ‘in Wales.

I am, &ec.

LYTTELTON.
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