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General Hiftory of EUROPE.

L BT T:E-R-2l

SH ALL take the liberty of writing
I to you a little oftener than the three
or four times a year, which, you tell me,
are all you can allow yourfelf to write to
thofe you like beft: and yet I declare to
you with great truth, that you never knew
me fo bufy in your life, as I am at prefent.
You muft not imagine from hence, that
I am writing memoirs of myfelf. The
fubject is too flight to defcend to pofterity,
in any other manner, than by that occa-
fional mention which may be made of
any little actor in the hiftory of our age.

You. I, N SYLLA,
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SYLLA, CArsar, and others of that rank,
were, whilft they lived, at the head of
mankind : their ftory was in fome fort
the ftory of the world, and as fuch might
very properly be tranfmitted under their
names to future generations. - But for thofe
who have acted much inferior parts, if they
- publith the piece, and call it aftef their own
names, they are impertinent ; if they pub-
lith only their own fhare in it, they inform
mankind by halves, and neither give much
inftru¢tion, nor create much attention.
France abounds with writers of this fort,
and, I think, we fall into the other extreme.
Let me tell you, on this occafion, what
has fometimes come into my thoughts,

THERE is hardly any century in hifs
tory ‘which began by opening {o great a
fcene, as the century wherein we live, and
fhall, I fuppole; die. Compare it with
others, even the moft famous, and you
will think fo..+ T will fketch the two laft,
to help your memory

Y e
")

Tug
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Tue lofs of that balance which Lav-
rENCE of Medicis had preferved, during
his time, in Italy ; the expedition of
CuaryEs the eighth to Naples ; the in-
trigues of the duke of M1 AN, who {pun,

with 'all the refinements of art, that net
wherein he was taken at laft himfelf; the
fuccefsful dexterity of FERDINAND the
Catholic, who built one pillar of the Au-
ftrian greatnefs in Spain, in Italy, and in
the Indies ; as the fucceffion of the houfe
of Burgundy, joined to the imperial dignity
and the hereditary countries, eftablithed
another in the upper and lower Germany :
thefe caufes, and many others, combined
to form a very extraordinary conjunéture ;
and, by their confequences, to render the
fixteenth century fruitful of great events,
and of aftonifhing revolutions,

T u e beginning of the feventecenth
opened flill a greater and more important
fcene, ‘The Spanifh yoke was well-nigh

N 2 impofed
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impofed on Italy by the famous triumyi-

rate, Torepo at Milan, Ossun aat Naples,
and LA Cueva at Venice. The diftrac-

of the queen mother, feduced by Rome,
and amufed by Spain ; the defpicable cha-
racter of our Janes the firft, the rathnefs
of the elector Palatine, the bad intelligence
of the princes and flates of the league in
Germany, the mercenary temper of Joun
GEORGE of Saxony, and the great quali-
ties of MAaximiL1an of Bavaria, raifed
FerpinanD the fecond to the imperial
throne; when, the males of the elder branch
of the Auftrian family in Germany being
extinguifhed at the death of MATTH1AS,
nothing was more defirable, nor perhaps
more practicable, than to throw the em-
pire into another houfe. Germany ran
the fame rifque as Italy had done: Fer-
DINAND feemed meore likely, even than
CrAkLEs the filth had been, to become
abiolute mafter ; and, if France had not
furnithed the greateft minifter, and the

North
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North the greateft captain, of that age,
the fame point of time, Vienna and Ma-

drid would have given the law to the
weftern world.

A< the Auftrian fcale funk, that of
Bourbon rofe.  The true date of the rife
of that power, which has made the kings
of France {o confiderable in Europe, goes
up as high as CHARLES the feventh, and
Lewis the eleventh. The weaknefs of

our Henry the fixth, the loofe condu&

of Epw arD the fourth, and pc:‘l'mps: the
overfights of HEnrY the feventh, helped

L

very much to knit that monarchy toge-

ther, as well as to enlarge it. Advantage

B 2D
might have been taken of the divifions
which religion occafioned ; and {fupport-
ing; the proteftant party in Irance would
have kept that crown under reftraints,

and under inabilities, in fome meafure
equal to thofe which were occafioned
anciently by the vaft alienations of it’s
demefnes, and by the exorbitant power of

N 2 it’s
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it’s vaffals. But JAMEs the firft was in-
capable of thinking with fenfe, or acting
with {pirit. CuArLEs the firft Had an
imperfect glimpfe of his true intereft, but
his uxorious temper, and the extrava-
gancy of that madman Buckincuawm,
gave RICHELIEU time to finith a great
part of his projeét: and the miferies, that
followed in England, gave MazarIN
time and opportunity to complete the
{yftem. The laft great act of this car-
dinal’s adminiftration was the Pyrenean
treaty.

Here I would begin, by reprefenting
the face of Europe fuch as it was at that
epocha, the interefts and the condué& of
England, France, Spain, Holland, and the
Empite. A fummary recapitulation thould
follow of all the fteps taken by France,
during more than twenty years, to arrive
at the great object the had propofed to
herfelf in making this treaty: the moft
folemn article of which the minifter,

who
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who negotiated 1it, defigned thould be
violated ; as appears by his letters,” Writ
from the Ifland of Pheafants, if 1 miftake
not. After this, another draught of Eu-
rope fhould have it’s place, according to
the relations, which the feveral powers
ftood in, one towards another, in one
thoufand fix hundred and eighty eight :
and the alterations -which. the revolution
in England made in the politics of Europe.
A fummary account (hould follow of the
events of the war that ended 1n one thou-
fand fix hundred and ninety {even, with the
different viewsof king WILLIAM the third,
and Lewis the fourteenth, in making the
peace of Ryfwic; which matter has been
much canvafled, and is little underftood.
Then the difpofitions made by the parti-
tion-treaties, and the influences and con=
fequences of thefe treaties ; and a third
draught of the ftate of Europe at the death
of CuarLes the fecond of Spain. All
this would make the fubject of oneor two
books, and would be the moft proper

N 4 intro-
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introdu&ion imaginable to an hiﬂory of

that war with which our century began,
and of the peace which followed,

Turs war, forefeen for above half a
century, had been, during all that time,
the great and conftant obje@ of the coun-
cils of Europe. The prize to be contended
for was the richeft, that ever had been
ftaked, fince thofe of the Perfian and Ro-
man empires. The union of two powers,
which feparately, and in oppofition, had
aimed at univerfal monarchy, was appre-
hended. The confederates therefore en-
gaged in it, to maintain a balance between
the two houfes of Auftria and Bourbon,
in crder to preferve their fecurity, and to
affert their independance. But with the
fuccefs of the war they changed their
views: and, if ambition began it on the
fide of France, ambition ¢continued it on
the other. 'The battles, the fieges, the
{urprifing revolutions, which happened in
the courfe of this war, are not to be pa-

ralleled
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ralleled in any period of the" fame com-
pafs.  The motives, and the meafures, by
which it was protracted, the true reafons
why it ended in a manner, which ap-
peared not proportionable to it’s fuccefs ;
and the new political {tate, into - which
Europe was thrown by the treaties  of
Utrecht and Baden, are fubjets on which
few perfons have the neceffary informa-
tions, and yet every one fpeaks with af-
furance, and even with paffion. T think
I could fpeak on them with fome know-
ledge, and with as much indifference as
Porye1us does of the negotiations of his
father LycorTAS, even in thofe points
where I was myfelf an actor.

I wirL even confefs to you, that I
{hould not defpair of performing this part
better than the former. There is nothing
in my opinion {o hard to execute, as thofe
political maps, if you will allow me {uch
an expreflion, and thofe {yften:s of hints,
rather than relations of events, which are

neceffary
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neceflary to conneét and explain them ;
and which muft be fo concife, and: yet
fo full; fo complicate, and yet fo clear.
I know nothing of this fort well done by
the ancients. Sarust’s introduction, as
vell as that of Tuucypiprs, might
ferve almoft for any other piece of the
Roman or Greek flory, as well as for
thofe, which thefe two great authors chofe,
PoryB1us does not come up, in his in-
troduction, to this idea neither, Among
the moderns, the firft book of MackI-
Avel’s Hiftory of Florence is a noble
original of this kind: and perhaps father
Pavr’s Hiftory of Benefices 15, in the
fame kind of compofition, inimitable,

THESE are a few of thofe thoughts,
which come into my mind when I
confider how incumbent it is on every
man, that he fhould be able to give an
account even of his leifure; and, in the
midit of {olitude, be of fome ufe to -
1cty.

I xnow
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I xnow not whether I fhall have
courage enough to undertake the tafk I
have chalked out: I diftruft my abilities
with reafon, and I fhall want {feveral in-
formations, not eafy, I doubt, for me to
obtain. But, in all events, it will not be
poffible for me to go about it this year;
the reafons of which would be long
enough to fill another letter, and I doubt
that you will think this grown too bulky

already.

Adieu,
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