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O F THE

Study of Histort,

LETTER I.

Chantslou in Touraine, Nov. 6, 1735-

My Lord,

IHave confidered formerly, with a
gooddeal of attention, the fubjed on
which you command me to communi-

cate my thoughts to you : and I pra&ifed
in thofe days, a$ much as bufmefs and
pleafure allowed me time to do, the
fules that feemed to me neceflary to be
obferved in the ftudy of hiftory. They
were very different from thofe which
writers on the fame fubjecl: have recom-
mended, and which are commonly prac-

Vol . I. B ticed.



2 LETTER I.

ticed. But I confefs to your lordfhip
that tbis neither gave me then, nor has
given me fince, any diftruft of them. I
do not affect fingularity. On the contrary
I think that a due deference is to be paid
to received opinions, and that a due com¬
pliance with received cuftoms is to be
heldj tho both the one and the other
fhould be, what they often are, abfurd or
ridiculous. But this fervitude is outward
only, and abridges in no fort the liberty
of private judgment . The obligations of
fubmitting to it likewife, even outwardly,
extend no further, than to thofe opinions
and cuftoms which cannot be oppofed>
or from which we cannot deviate with-
out doing hurt, or givingoffence, to fociefy.
In all thefe cafes, our fpeculations ought
to be free; in all other cafes, our pradlice
may be fo. Without any regard therefore
to the opinion and praclice even of the
learned world, I am very Willing to teil
you mine. But as it is hard to recover a
thread of thought long ago laid afide,

and



Of the Study of History . 3
and impoffible to prove fome things and
explain others, without the afliftance of
many books which I have not herej
your lordfhip muft be content wkh fuch
an imperfecf fketch, as I am able to fend
you at prefent in this letter.

The motives that carry men to the ftudy
of hiftory are difFerent. Some intend, if
fuch as they may be faid to ftudy, nothing
more than amufement, and read the life of
ARISTIDESorPHOCION,ofEPAMINONDAS
orSciPio , Alexander or Caesar , juffc
as they play a game at cards, or as they
would read the ftory of the feven champions.

Others there are, whofe motive to this
ftudy is nothing better, and who have
the further difadvantage of becoming a
nu&nce very often to fociety, in propor-
tion to the progrefs they make. The
former do not improve their reading to
any good purpoie : the latter per-vert it
to a very bad one, and grow in imper-

B 2 tinence



4 LETTER I.
tinence as they encreafe in learning. I
think I have known moft of the firft
kind in England, and rooft of the laft in
France . The perfons I mean a*re thofe
who read to talk, to fhine in converfa-
tion, and to impofe in Company: who,
having few ideas to vend of their own
growth , ftore their minds wich crude
tin-ruminated faös and fentences; and
hope to fupply, by bare memory, the want
of Imagination and judgment.

But thefe arein the twoloweft forms.
The next I fhall mention are in one a littla
laighcrj in the form of thofe who grow
neither wifer nor better by fludy them-
felves, but who enable others to lludy
wich greater eafe, and to purpofes more
ufeful: whp make fair copies of foul
manufcripts, give the fignification of hard
wordsj and take a great deal of other gram-
matical pains. The Obligation to thefe men
would be great indeed, if they were in
general able to do any thing better, and

fubmitted
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fubmitted to this drudgery for thc fake of
the public; as fome of them, it muft be
owned with gratitude, have done, but not
later, I think , than about the time of the
refurre&ion of letters. When works of
importance are preffing, generals them-
felves may take up the pick-axe and the
fpade; but in the ordinary courfe of things,
when that preffing neceffity is over, fuch
tools are left in the hands deftined ta ufe
them, the hands of common foldiers and
peafants. I approve therefore very much
the devotion of a ftudious man at ChriftV
Church , vvho was over-heard in his oratory
entering into a detail with God , as devout
perfons are apt to do, and, amongfl: other
particular thankfgivings, acknowledging
the divine goodnefs in furnifhing the world
with makers of Diöionaries ! Thefe men
pourt fame, as well as their betters, by
fuch means as God has given them to ac^
quireit : and Littleton exerted all the
genm'she had, when he made a diöionary,
|ho Stephens did not. They deferve

B 3 cncourags^



6 LETTER I.

encouragement however, whilft they con-
tinue to compile, and neither afFecl wir,
nor prefume to reafon.

There is a fourth clafs, of .much lefs
ufe than thefe, but of much greater name,
Men of the firft rank in learning, and to
whom the whole tribe of fcholars bow
with reverence. A man murr, be as indif¬
ferent as I am to common cenfure or ap-
probation, to avow a thorough contempt
for the whole bufinefs of thefe learned lives;
fcr all the refearches into antiquity, for all
the fyftems of chronology and hiftory, that
we ov/e to the immenfe labours of a Sca-
i-iger , a Bochart , a Petavius , an
Usher , and evena Marsham . The fame
materials are common to them allj but
thefe materials are few, and there is a moral
impolTibility that they fhould ever have
more. They have combined thefe into
every form that can be given to them:
they have fuppofed, they have guelfed,
they have joined disjointed paflages of dif-

ferent:
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ferent authors, and broken traditions of
uncertain Originals, of various people, and
of centuries remote from one another as'
well as from ours. In fhort, that they
might leave no liberty untaken, evena wild
fantaftical fimilitude of founds has ferved to
prop up a fyftem. As the materials they
have are few, fo are the very beft and fuch
as pafs for authentic extreamly precarious;
as fome of thefe learned perfons themfelves
confefs.

Julius Afriqanus , Eusebius , and
George the monk, opened the präncipal
fourcesof allthis fcience; but theycorrupt-
edthe waters. Their point of view was to
make profane hiftory and chronology agree
with facred; tho the latter chronology is
very far from being eftabliflied, with the
clearnefs and certainty neceffary to make it
a rule. For this purpofe, the ancient
monüments, that thefe writers convey-
ed to pofterity, were digefted by them
according to the fyftem they were to

B 4 maintaÜK



8 LETTER I.
maintain: and none of thefe monuments
weredelivereddowrij in their original form,
and genuine purity. The Dynafties of
IVIanetho , for inftance, are broken to
pieces by EusebiüSj and fuch fragments
of them as fuited his defign are ftuck into
hiswork . We have, weknow , nomore
of them. The Codex Alexandrinus we
owe to Qeorge the monk. We have no
other authority for it : and one cannot fee
without amazement fuch a man as Sir
John Marsh am undervaluing this au¬
thority in one page, and bailding his fyflem
upon it in the next. He feems even by
the lightnefs of his exprefiions, if I re-
member well, for it is long fince I looked
into his canon, not to be much concerned
what foundation his fyftem had, fo he
fliewed his {kill in forming one, and in re-
ducing the immenfe antiquity of the.
Egyptians within the iimitsof the Hebraic
calculation. In fhort, my lord, all thefe
fyftems are fo many enchanted caftles,
they appear to be fomething, they ar?,

nothing
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nothing but appearances: like them too,
diffolve. the charm, and they vanifh from
the fight. To diffolve the charm, we muft
b ĝin at the beginning of them : the ex-
preffion may be odd, but it is fignificant.
We muft examine fcrupuloufly and indif-
ferently the foundations on which they lean:
and when we find thefe either faintly pro¬
bable., or grofly improbable, it would be
foolifh to expecl: any thing better in the
fuper-ftrudture. This fcience is one of
thofe that are a limine falutandae. To
do thus much may be neceffary, that grave
authority may not impofe on cur igno-
rance: to do more, would be to aflift
this very authority in impofing falfe fcience
upon us. I had rather take the Darius
whom Alexander conquered for the fori
pf Hystaspes , and make as many ana-
chronifms as a Jewifli chronologer, than
facrifke half my life to colledt all the
learned lumber that falls the head of an
gntiquary.

LET-





E " 1

O F THE

Study of History.

LETTER IL

Concerning the true ufe and advantagcs

LE T rae fay fomething of hiftory in
general, before I defcend into the

confideration of particular parts of it, or of
the various methods of ftudy, or of the
difFerent views of thofe that apply them-
felves to it, as I had begun to do in my
former letter.

The love of hiftory feems infeparable
from human nature, becaufe it feems infe¬

parable
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parable from felf-love. The fame princi-t
ple in this inftance carries us forward and
backvvard, to future and to paft agcs.
We imagine that the things, which affecl:us, muft affect pqfterity : this fentimentruns through mankind, from Caesardown to the parifla clerk in Pope 's mifcel-
lany. We are fond of preferying, as far
as it is in our frail power, the memory
of̂ our own adventures, of thofe of ourown time, and of thofe that preceded it,Rüde heaps of ftones have been raifed,and rüder hymns have been compofed, for
this purpofe, by nations who had not yetthe ufe of ^rts and letters. To go no
further hack, the triumphs of Odin were
celebrated in runic fpngs, and the featsof our Britifh anceftors were recorded in
thofe of their bards. The favages of
America have the fame cuftom at this day:and long hiftorical ballads of their hunt-
ings and their wars are fung at all their
feftivals. There is no need of faying hovv
this paffion grows among civilized nations,

3 k}
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In proportion to the means of gratifying
k ; but let us obferve that the lame princi»
pleof naturedireclsusasftrongly , andmore
generally as well as more early, to indulge
our own curiofity, inftead of preparing to
gratify that of others. The child harkens
with delight to the tales of his nurfe, he
learns to read, and he devours with eager-
nefs fabulous legends and novels. In riper
years he applies himfelf to hiftory, or to
that which he takes for biftory, to autho-
rized romance: and even in age, the defire,
of knowing whathashappened to other men,
yields to the defire alone, of relating wKat
has happened to ourfelves. Thus hiftory,
true or falfe, fpeaks to our paflions always.
What pity is it, my lord, that even the bell
{hould fpeak to our underftandings fo fel-
dom ? That it does fo, we have none to
blame but our felves. Nature has done her
part. She hasopenedthis ftudy to every man
who can read and think : and what (he has
made the moft agreeable, reafon can make the
moftufeful, application of our minds. Butif

we
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weconfultourreafon , wefhall be far frorrs
-following the examples of our fellow-crea-tures, in this as in moft other cafes, who
are fo proud of being rational. We fhall
neither read to foothe our indoience, nor to
gratify our vanity : as little (ball we con¬
tent ourfelves to drudge like grammarians
and critics, that others may be able to ftu-
dy, with greater eafe and profit, like philo-
fophers and ftatefmen : as little fhall we
affect the flender merk of becoming great
fcholars at the expence of groping all our
lives in the dark mazes of antiquity. All
thefe miftake the true drift of ftudy, and
the true ufe of hiftory. Nature gave us
curiofity to excite the induftry of ourmindsj but fhe never intended it fhould be
made the principal, much lefs the fole, ob-
ject of their application. The true and
proper objedt of this application, is a con-
ftant improvement in private and in pub¬
lic virtue. An application to any ftudy,
thattends neither directly nor indiredlly tomake us better men and better Citizens,

2 , is
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is at beft but a fpecious and ingenious fort
of idlenefs to ufe an expreffion of Tillot-
son : and the knowledge we acquire by it
is a creditable kind of ignorance, nothing
more. This creditable kind of ignorance
is, in my opinion, the whole benefit which
the generality of men, even of the moft
learned, reap from the ftudy of hiftory : and
yet the ftudy of hiftory feems to me, of
all other, the moft proper to train us up to
private and public virtue.

Your lordfhip may very well be ready
by this time, and after fo much bold cen-
fure on my part, to afk me what then is
the true ufe of hiftory ? in what refpecis
it may ferve to make us better and wifer ?
and what method is to be purfued in the
ftudy of it, for attaining thefe great ends?
I will anfwer you by quoting what I have
read fome where or other, in Dionysius
Halicarn . I think, that hiftory is phiio-
fophy teaching by examples. We need but
to caft our eyes on the World, and we ftiall

fee
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fee the daily force of example : we need
but to turn them inward, and we fhall
foon difcover why example has this forcei
,c Pauci prudentiä," faysTacitus , " ho-
" nefta ab deterioribus, utiliä ab noxiis dif-
<c cernunt : plures aliorum eventis do^
" centur." Such is the imperfedtfon of
human underftanding, fuch the frail tem¬
per of our minds, that abftract or general
propolltionSj tho never fo true, appear ob-
fcure or doubtful to us very often, tili they
are explained by examples; and that the
wifeft leflbns in favour of virtue go büt a
little way to eonvince the judgment , and
determinethe will, unlefs they areenforced
by the fame means, and we are obliged toap-
ply to ourfei ves whatwe fee happen to other
men. Inftructiong by precept have the fur¬
ther difadvantage of coming on the autho-
rityof others, andfrequentlyrequire a long
dedudtionofreafoning. " Hominesampliüs
" oculis quam auribus credunt : longum
" iter eft per praecepta, breve & efficax
" perexempla." Thereafon of this judg¬

ment,
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ment, which I quote from one of Seneca 's
epiftles in confirmation of my own opinion,
refts I think on thisj that when examples
are pointed out to us, there is a kind of ap-
peal, with which we are flattered, rnade to
our fenfes, as well as our underftandings.
The inftrudtion comes then upon our own
authority : we frame the precept after our
own experience, and yield to fad: when we
refift fpeculation. But this is not the only
advantage of inftrudtion by example ; for
example appeais not to our underftanding
alone, buttoourpaflions ükewife. Example
aflwages thefe, or animates them ; fets paf-
fion ou thefide of judgment , and makes the
whole man of apiece, which is rhore than the
ftrongeft reafoning and the cieareft demon-
flration can do : and thus forming habits
by repetition, example fecures the ob-
fervance of thofe precepts which example
infinuated. Is it not Pl sny, my lord,
whofays , that the gentieft, he fhould have
added the raoft effedtual, way of com-,
manding, is by example? " Mitiüs jubetur

Vol . I. C " exemplo.
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" exemplo." The harineft orders are foft-
enedbyexample,and tyranny itfelf becomes
perfwafive. What pity it is that fo few
princes have learned this way of command-
ing ? But again ; the force of examples is
not confined to thofe alone that pafs im-
mediately under our fight : the examples
that memory fuggefts have the fame effect
in their degree, and an habit of recalling
them will foon produce the habit of imi-
tating them. In the fame epiftle, from
whence I cited a paflägejuftnow, Seneca
fays that Cleanthes had never become fo
perfedt a copy of Zeno , if he had not paf-
fed his life with him ; that Plato , Aris-
totle , and the other philofophers of that
fchool, profited more by the example,
than by the difcourfe of Socrates . [But
hereby the way Seneca miftook ; for So¬
crates died two years according to fome,
and four years according to others, before
the birth of Aristotle : andhismiftake
niight come from the inaccuracy of thofe
who collefled for him j as Erasmus ob-

ferves
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ferves, after Quintilian , in his judgment
onSENECA.] Butbethis , which wasfcarce
Wortha parenthefis, as it will; he adds that
Metrodorus , Hermächüs , and Po-
jlyaenus , men of great note, were formed
by iiving under the fame roof with Epicu-
rus , not by freq.uenting his fchool. Thefe
are inftances of the force of immediate ex-
ample. But your lordfhip knovvs that the
Citizens of Rome placed the images of
their anceftors in the veftibules of their
houfes ; fo thät whenever they went in or
out, thefe venerable buftoes met their eyes,
and recalled the glorious a&ions of the
dead, to fire the living, to excite them to
imitate and even to emulate their great
forefathers. The fuccefs anfwered the de-
fign. The virtue of one generation was
transfufed by the magic of example into
feveräl: and a fpirit of heroifm was main-
tained throughmany ages of that Common¬
wealth. Now thefe are fo many inftances
of the force of remote example, and from

C 2. all
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all triefe inftances we may conclude that
examples of both kinds are neceffary.

The fchool of example, my lord, is
the world : and the mafters of this fchool
are hiftory and experience. I am far from
contending that the former 1s preferable to
the latter. I think upon the whole other-
wife : but this I fay, that the former is ab-
fclutely neceffary to prepare us for the lat¬
ter, and to accompany us whilft we arc
under the difcipline of the latter, that is,
through the whole courfe of our lives.
No doubt fome few men may be quoted,
to whom nature gave what art and in-
duftry can give to no man. But fuch ex¬
amples will prove nothing againft me, be-
eaufe I admit that the ftudy of hiftory
without experience is infufficient, but af-
fert that experience itfelf is fo without
genius. Genius is preferable to the other
two, but I would wifh to find the three
together : for how great foever a genius
may be, and how much foever he may ac-

quire
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quire new light and heat as be proceeds in
bis rapid courfe, certain it is that he will
never fhine with the füll luftre, nor fhed
the füll inrluence he is capable of, unlefs
to his own experience he adds the experi-
ence of other men and other ages. Ge¬
nius, vvithout the improvement at leafi of
experience, is what comets once were
thought to be, a blazing meteor, irregulär
in his courfe, and dangerousin his approach;
of no ufe to any fyftem, and able to de-
ftroy any. Mere fons of earth, if they
have experience without any knowledge of
the hiftory of the world, are but half
fcholars in the fcience of mankind. And
if they are converfant in hiftory without
experience, they are worfe than ignorant;
they are pedants, alvvays incapable, fome-
times-meddling and prefuming. The man,
who has all three, is an honor to his
country, and a public bleffing: and fuch
I truft your lordfhip will be in this Centu¬
ry, as your great-grand-father * was in
the laft.

* Earl of Clarendon.

C 3 I
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I have infifted a little the longer on this
head, and have made thefe diftincf ions the
rather, becaufe tho I attribute a great
deal more, than many will be ready to al-
loWj to the ftudy of hiftory ; yet I would
not willingly even feem to fall into the ridi-
cule ofafcribing to it fuch extravagant effedts,
as feveral have done, from Tully down
to Casaubon , La Mothe le Vayer,
and other modern pedants. When Tully
informs us in the fecond book of hisTufcu-
landifputations, that the firft Scipio Afrt-
c an us had always inhis hands the works of
Xenophon , he advances nothing but what
5s probable and reafonable. To fay nothing
of the retreat of the ten thoufand, nor
of other parts ofX en ophon's writings; the
irnages of virtue, reprefented in that admi-
rable pidture the Cyropaedia, were proper
to entertain a foul that was fraught with
virtue, and Cyrus was worthy to be imi-
tatedby Scipio . SoSelim emulated Cae¬
sar ,whofecommentaries were tranflatedfor
his ufe againfl the cufloms of the Türks:

fo.
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fo Caesar emulated Alexander , and
Alexander Achilles . There is no-
thing ridiculous here, except the ufe that
is made of this paflage by thofe who quote
it. But what the fame Tully fays in the
fourth book of his academical difputations,
concerning Lucullus , feems to me very
extraordinary. " In Afiam faclus impera-
" tor venitj cum elfet Roma profeclus rei
" militaris rudis;" (one would be ready to
afcribe fo fudden a change, and fo vaft an
improvement, to nothing lefs than know-
ledge infufed by infpiration, if we were not
affured in the fame place that they were ef-
fecled by very natural means, by fuch as it
is ineveryman'spower toemploy) cc partim
" percontando a peritis, partim in rebus
" geftis legendis." Lucullus , according
to this account, verified the reproach on the
Roman nobility, which Salüst puts into
the mouth of Marius . But as I difcover
the paöion of Marius , and his prejudices
to the Patricians in one cafe; fo I difcover,
methinks, the cunning of Tully , and his

C 4 partiality
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partiality to himfelf in the other. Lucul -*
lus , after he had been chofen conful, ob-
tained by intrigue"the government of Cüfc
cia, and fo put himfelf into a fituation of
commanding the Roman army againft. Mi-
thridates : Tully had the famegovern¬
ment afterwards, and tho he had no Mi-
thridates nor any other enemy of con-
fequence oppofed to him, tho all his mili-
tary feats confifted in furprizing and pillaging
a parcelof highlanders and wild Cilicians,
yet he affumed the airs of a conqueror,
and defcribed his aclions in fo pompous a
ftile, that the account becomes burlefque.
He laughs indeed in one of his letters to
Atticus at his generalfhip; but if we turn
to thole he writ to Coelius Rufus and tö
Ca t oupon this occafion, or to thofe wherein
he expreffes to Atticus his refentment
againft Cato , for not propofing in his fa~
vour the honors ufually decreed to conquer-
ors we may fee how vanity turned his head,
and how impudently he infifted on obtain-
ing a triumph . Is it any ftrain now to fup-

pofCj
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pofe, that he meant to infinuate in the
parfage I have quoted about Lucullus,
that the difference between him and the
former governor of Cilicia, even in military
merk , arofe from the different conjunclure
alone? and that Lucullus could not have
done in Cilicia at that time more than he
himfelf did ? Cicero had red and quefti-
oned at leaft as much as Lucullus , and
would therefore have appeared as great a
captain, if he had had as great a prince as
Mithridates to encounter. But the truth
is, that Lucullus was made a great cap¬
tain by theory or the ftudy of hiftory alone,
tio more than Ferdinand of Spain and
Alphonsus of Napies were cured of def-
perate diftempers by reading Livy and
Quint us Curtius ; a filly tafe which
Bodin , Amyot , and others have picked
up and propagated. Lucullus hacLferved
in his youth againft the Marli, probably in
other wars, and Sylla took early notice
of him : he went into the eaft w;th this
general, and had a great Ihare in his con-

fidence.
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fidence. He commanded in feveral expe-
ditionsj It was he who reftored the Co-
lophonians to their liberty, and who pu-
nifhed the revolt of the people of Myte-
lene. Thus we fee that Lucullus was
formed by experience as well as ftudy,
and by an experience gained in thofe very
countries, where he gathered fo many lau¬
reis afterwards in fighting againft the fame
enemy. The late duke of Marlborough
never red Xenophon moft certainly, nor
the relation perhaps of any modern wars j
but he ferved in his youth under monfieur
deTuRENNE, and Ihave heard that he was
taken notice of in thofe early days by that
great man. He afterwards commanded in
an expedition to.Ireland, ferveda campaign
or twoj if I miftake not, under king Wil¬
liam in Flanders : and, befides thefe oc-
cafions, had none of gaining experience in
war, tili he came to the head of our ar-*
mies in one thoufand feven hundred and
two, and triumphed, not over Afiatie
^roops3 but over the Veteran armies of

Francs.
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France. The Roman had on his fide genius
&nd experience cultivated by ftudy : the
Briton had genius improyed by experience,
and no more. The firft therefore is not an
example of what ftudy can do alone j but
the latter is an example of what genius and
experience can dp without ftudy. They
can do much to be fure, when the firft is
given in a fuperior degree. But fuch ex-
amples are very rare : and when they hap-
pen, it will be ftill true, that they would
have had fewer blemifhes, and would
have come nearer to the perfeclion of pri¬
vate and public virtue, in all the arts of
peace and atchievements of war ; if the
views of fuch men had been enlarged, and
their fentiments ennobled, by acquiring
that caft of thought and that temper of
mind, which will grpw up and become
habitual in every man who applies himfelf
early to the ftudy of hiftory as the ftudy of
philofophy, with the intention of being
wifer and better, without the affeclation
of being more learned. ,

The
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The temper of the mind is formed,
and a certain turn given to our ways of
thinking ; in a word, the feeds of that
moral charadf er which cannot wholly alter
the natural charadter, but may correä :the
evil and improve the good that is in it, or
do the very contrary, or fow betimes,
much foone'r than is commonly fuppofed.
It is equally certain, that we mall gather
or not gather experience, be the better
or the worfe for this experience, when
we come into the world and mingle
amongfl mankind, according to the tem¬
per of mind, and the turn of thought,
that we have acquired beforehand, and
bring along with us. They will tin&ure
all our future acquifitions, fo that the very
fame experience, which fecures the judg-ment of one man or excites him to vir-
tue, fhall lead another into error, or plunge
him into vice. From hence it follows,
that the fludy of hiftory has in this refpedt
a double advantage. If experience alone
can make us perfecl: in our parts, experi¬

ence
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ence cannot begin to teach them tili we
are actually on the ftage : whereas by a
previous application to this ftudy, we conn
them over at leaftbefore we appear there:
we are not quite unprepared, we learn our
parts fooner, and we learn them better.

Let me explain what I mean by an ex-
ample. There is fcarce any folly or vice
more epidemical among the fons of men,
than that ridiculous and hurtful vanity, by
which the people of each country are apt
to prefer themfelves to thofe of every o-
ther ; and to make their own cuftoms
and manners and opinions the ftandards
of right and wrong, of true and falle.
The Chinefe mandarians were flrangely
furprifed, and almoft incredulous, when
the Jefuits Ihewed them how fmall a ü-
gure their empire made in the general map
of the world. The Samojedes wondered
much at the Czar of Mufcovy for not liv-
ing among them : and the Hottentott,
who returned from Europe, ftripped him-
felf naked as foon as he came home, put on

his
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his bracelets of guts and garbage, and
grew ftinking and lowfy as faft as he
could. Now nothing can contribute more
to prevent us from being tainted with this
vanity, than to accuftom ourfelves early
to contemplate the different nations of the
earth in that vaft map which hiftory
fpreads before us, in their rife and their
fall, in their barbarous and civilized
ftates, in the likenefs and unlikenefs of
them all to one another, and of each to
itfelf. By frequently renewing this pro-
fpecT: to the mind, the Mexican with his
cap and coat of feathers, facrificing a
human vicYim to his god, will not ap-
pear more favage to our eyes, than the
Spaniard with an hat on his head, and
a gonilla round his neck, facrificing
whole nations to his ambition, his ava-
rice, and even the wantonnefs of his cru-
elty. I might fhew, by a multitude of
other examples, how hiftory prepares us
for experience, and guides us in it : and
many of thefe would be both curious and

important.
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important. I might likewife bring feveral
other inftanceSj wherein hiftory ferves to
purge the mind of thofe national partiali-
ties and prejudices that we are apt to con-
tracl: in our education, and that experi-
ence for the moft part rather confirms
than removes; becaufe it is for the moft
part confined, like our education. But
I apprehend growing too prolix, and
mall therefore conclude this head by ob-
ferving, that tho an early and proper ap-
plication to the ftudy of hiftory will con-
tribute extremely to keep our minds free
from a ridiculous partiality in favour of
our own country, and a vicious prejudice
againft othersj yet the fame ftudy will
create in us a preference of affe&ion to
our own country. 'There is a ftory told
of Abgarüs . He broughtfeveral beafts
taken in different places to Rome, they fay,
and let them loofe before Augustus : e-

very beaft ran immediately to that part of
the Circus, where a parcel of earth taken

1 from
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from his native foil had been laid. " Cfe*
dat Judaeus Apella' '. This tale might pafs
on Joseph us ; for in him I believe I red
it : but furely the love of our country is
a leüon of reafon,. not an inftitution of
nature. Education and habit, Obliga¬
tion and intereft, attach us to it, not in-
ftinä :. It is however fo neceflary to be
cultivated, and the profperity of all focie-
ties, as well as the grandeur of foine, de-
pends upon it fo much, that orators by
their eloquence, and poets by their en-
•thufiafm, have endeavoured to work up
this precept of morality into a principle of
paffion. But the examples which we
find in hiftory, improved by the lively
defcriptions and the juft applaufes or cen-
fures of hiftorians, will have a much bet -̂
ter and more permanent erfedt than de-
clamation, or fong, or the dry ethics of
mere philofophy. In fine, to converfe
with hiftorians is to keep good Company:
many of them were excellent men, and
thofe who were not fuch have taken care
however to appear fuch in their writings,

4 It
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It muß be therefore of great ufe to pre-
pare our felves by this converfation for that
of the world ; and to receive our firft. im-
preffions, and to acquire our firft habits, in
afcene where images of virtueand vice are
continually reprefented to us in the colors
that belong properly to them , before we
enter on another fcene, 'where virtue and
vice are too often confounded, and what
belongs to one is afcribed to the other.

Besides the advantage of beginning our
acquaintance with mankind fooner, and
of bringing with us into the world, and
the bufinefs of it, fuch a call of thought
and fuch a temper of mind, as will ena-
ble us to make a better ufe of our experi-
ence ; there is this farther advantage in
the fludy of hiftory, that the improve-
ment we make by it extends to more ob^
jects, and is made at the expence of Qiher
men : whereas that improvement̂ which
is the effedt of our own experience, is
confined to fewer objedts, and is made at

Vol . I. ,jt our
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our own expence. To ftate the account
fairly therefore between thefe two im-
provements; tho the latter be the more
valuable, yet allowance being made on
one fide for the much greater number of
examples that hiftory prefents to us, and
dedudtion being made on the other of the
price we often pay for our experience,
the value of the former will rife in pro-
portion. " I have recorded thefe things,
fays Polybius , after giving an account of
the defeat of Regülus " that thev who

it

" read thefe commentaries may be render-
t£ ed better by them ; for all men have two
" ways'of improyement, one anfing from
cc their own experience, and one from the
cc experience of others." tc Evidentior
<c quidem illa eft, quae per propria duck
" infortunia; at tutior illa quae per aliena."

. I ufe Casaubon 's tranflation. Polybi¬
us goes on, and concludes, " that fince
" the firft of thefe ways expofes us to
" great labor and peril, whilft the fe-
" cond works the fame good effeit, and

^ " is
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" is attended by no evil circumflance,
" every one ought to take for grant-
" ed, that the ftudy of hiftory is the
" beft fchool wher&he can learri how to
u condufcl: himfelf in all the fituations of
" life." Regulus had feen at Rome
many examples of magnanimity, of fru-
gality, of the contenipt of riches and
of other virtues j and thefe virtues he
praftifed. But he had not learned, nor
had opportunity of learning another leflbn,
which the examples recorded in hiftory
inculcate frequently, the leflbn of mode-
ration. An infatiable thirft of military
fame, an unconfined ambition of extend-
ing their empire, an extravagant con-
fidence in their own courage and force,
an infolent contempt of their enemies, and
an irnpetuous over-bearing fpirit with
which they purfued all their enterprizes,
compofed in his days the diftinguiihing
characler of a Roman . Whatever the
fenate and people refolved, appeared to
the members of that Commonwealth both

D 2 pradli-
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pradticable and juft . Neither difficulties
nor dangers could check them ; and their
fages had not yet difcovered, that virtues
in excefs degenerate into vices. Not-
withftanding the beautiful rant which
Horace puts into his mouth , I make
no doubt thatREGULUs learned at Carthage
thofe leflbns of moderation which he had
not learned at Rome : but he learned them
by experience, and the fruits of this ex-
perience came too late, and coft too dear;
for they coli the total defeat of the Roman
ärmy, the prolongation of a calamitou&
war which might have been finifhed by
a glorious peace, the lofs of liberty to
thoufands of Roman Citizens, and to Re-
gulus himfelfthe lofs of life in the midft
of torments, if we are entirely to credit
what is perhaps exaggeration in the Ro¬
man authors.

There is another advantage worthy
cur obfervation that belongs to the ftudy
of hiftory j and that I mall mention here,

not
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not only becaufe of the importance of
it, but becaufe it leads me immediately
to fpeak of the nature of the improve-
ment we ought to have in our view, and
of the method in which it feems to me

that this improvement ought to be pur-
fued: two particulars from which your
lordfhip may think perhaps that I digrefs
too long. The advantage I mean con-
fifts in this, that the examples which
hiftory prefents to us, both of men and
of events, are generally complete : the
whole example is before us, and confe-
quently the whole leflbn, or fometimes
the various lelfons which philofophy pro-
pofes to teach us by this example. For
firft, as to men ; we fee them at their
whole length in hiftory, and we fee
them generally there through a medium
lefs partial at leaft than that of experi-
ence : for I imagine, that a whig or a
tory, whilft thofe parties fubfifted, would
have condemned in SaturniRus the fpirit
pf faftion which he applauded in bis own

D 3 tribunes,
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tribunes, and would have applauded m
Drusus the fpirit of moderation which
he defpifed in thofe of the contrary party,
and which he fufpeäed and hated in
thofe of his own party. The villain who
has impofed on mankind by his power or
cunning, and whom experience couldnot unmafk for a time, is unmalked at
length : and the honeft man, who has
been mifunderftood or defamed, is jufti-fied before his ftorv ends. Or if thisJ

does not happen, if the villain dies with
his mafk on, in the midft of applaufe
and honor and wealth and power, andif the honeft man dies under the fame
load of calumny and difgrace under which
he lived, driven perhaps into exile and
expofed to want ; yet we fee hiftorical
juftice executed, the name of one brand-
ed with infamy, and that of the other
celebrated with panygeric to fucceedingages. Praecipuum munus annalium
" reor, ne*virtutes fileantur ; utque pra-?' vis diäis fadtifque ex pofteritate et in-

" fami|
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" famia metus fit." Thus according to
Tacitüs , and according to truth , from
which his judgments feldom deviate, the
principal duty of hiftory is to erect a tri-
bunal, like that among the Egyptians-,
mentionedby Diodorus Siculus , where
men and princes themfelves were tried,
and condemned or acquitted, after their
deaths : where thofe who had not been
punifhed for their crimes, and thofe who
had not been honored for their virtues,
received a juft retribution. The fen-
tence is pronounced in one cafe, as it was
in the other, too late to corredt or re-
compehce; but it is pronounced in time to
renderthefe examples of general inftruction
to mankind . Thus Cicero , thät I may
quote one inftance out of thoufands3 and
that I may do juftice to the general characler
of that great man whofe particular failing I
have cenfured fo freelyj Cicero , I fay,
was abandoned by Octavius , andmafia-
cred by Anthony . But let any man read
thisfragment of Arellius Fusgus , and

P 4 chufq
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chufe which he would wifh to have been,
the orator, or the triumvir ? tc Quoad
H humanuni genus incolume manferit,
" quamdiu ufus litteris, honor fummae
" eloquentiae pretium erit, quamdiu rerum<: natura aut fortuna fteterit, aut memoria
" duraverit, admirabile pofteris vigebis in-
" genium, et uno profcriptus feculo, pro-
s< fcribes Antonium omnibus."

Thus again as to events thät Aand re-
corded in hiftory: we fee them all, we
fee them as they foliowed one another, or
as they produced one another, caufes or
effefts, immediate or remotc We are
caft back, as it were, into former ages:
we live with the men who lived before us,
and we inhabit countries that we never
faw. Place is enlarged, and time pro-
longed, in this manner; fo that the man
who applies himfelf early to the ftudy of
hiftory, may acquire in a few years, and
before he fets his foot abroad in the world,
not only a more extended knowledge of

mankind3
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mankind, but the experience of more
centuries than any of the patriarchs faw.
The events we are witneffes of, in the
courfe of the longeft life, appear to us
very often original, unprepared, fingle,
and un-relative, if I may ufe fuch an ex-
preffion for want of a better in Englifh j
in French I would fay ifolez : they appear
fuch very often, are called accidents,
and looked upon as the effedts of chance;
a word, by the way, which is in conftant
ufe, and has no determinate meaning.
We get over the prefent difEculty, we
improve the momentary advantage, as
well as we can, and we look no farther.
Experience can carry us no farther ; for
experience can go a very little way back
in difcovering caufes: and effedts are not
the objedts of experience tili they happen.
From hence many errors in judgment,
and by confequence in condudt, necef-
farily arife. And here too lyes the differ-
ence we are fpeaking of between hiftory
and experience. The advantage on the

fide
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Ilde of the former is double. In ancient
hiftory, as we have faid already, the ex-
amples are complete, which are incom-
.plete in the courfe of experience. The
beginning, the progreflion, and the end
appear, not of particular reigns, much
lefs of particular enterprizes, or fyftems
of policy alone, but of governments, of
nations, of empires, and of all the various
fyftems that have fucceeded one another
in the courfe of their duration. In mo¬
dern hiftory, the examples may be, and
fometimes are, incomplete; but they have
this advantage when they are fo, that they
ferve to render complete the examples of
our own time. Experience is doubly
defedtive; we are born too late to fee
the beginning, and we die too foon to fee
the end of many things. Hiftory fup-
plies both thefe defeös. Modern hiftory
fhews the caufes, when experience pre-
fents the effedts alone : and ancient hif¬
tory enables us to guefs at the efFecls, when
experience prefents the caufes alone, Let

m§
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me explain my meaning by two examples
of thefe kinds ; one paft, the other adtti-
ally prefent,

When the revolution of one thoufand

fix hundred eighty eight happened, few
men then alive, I fuppofe, went farther
in their fearch after the caufes of it, than
the extravagant attempt of king James
againft the religion and liberty of his peo-
ple. His former conduct and the pafTages
of king Charles II 's reignmight rankle
ftill at the hearts of fome men3 but could
not be fet to account among the caufes of
his depofltion; fince he had fucceeded, not-
withftanding them, peaceably to the throne,
and the nation in general, even many of
thofe who would have excluded him from
it, were defirous, or at leaft Willing, that he
fhould continue in it. Now this example
thus ftated afFords, no doubt, much good
inftrudtion to the kings, and people of Bri-
tain. But this inftruftion is not entire, be¬
laufe the example thus ftated, and confined

' tQ
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to the experience of that age, is imperfect,
King James 's mal-adminiftration ren-
dered a revolution neceffary and pradtica-
ble ; but his mal-adminiftration, as well
as all his preceding conduct, was caufed
by his bigot attachment to popery, and
to the principles of arbitrary government,
from which no warning could divert him.
His bigot attachment to thefe was caufed
by the exile of the royal familyj this ex-
ile was caufed by the ufurpation of Crom-
wel : and Cromwel 's ufurpation was
the effect of a former rebellion, begun not
without reafon on account of liberty,
but without any valid pretence on account
of religion. Düring this exile, our princes
caught the taint of popery and foreign po-
litics. We made them unfit to govern
us3 and after that were forced to recal them
that they might refcue us out of anarchy.
It was neceffary therefore, your lordfhip
fees, at the revolution, and it is more fo
now, to go back in hiftory, at leaft as
far as I have mentioned, and perhaps far-

ther3
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ther, even to the beginning of king James
the firft'sreign, to render this event a com-
plete example, and.to develope all the wife,
honeft, and falutary precepts, with which it
is pregnant, both to king and fubjedt.

The other example (hall be taken from
what has fuccee.ded the revolution. Few
men at that time looked forward enough,
to forefee the neceflary confequences of the
new conftitution of the revenue that was
foon afterwards formed, nor of the method
of funding that immediately took place j
which , abfurd as they are, have continued
ever fince, tili it is become fcarce poffible
to alter them. Few people, I fay, fore-
faw how the creation of funds, and the
multiplication of taxes, would encreafe
yearly the power of the crown, and bring"
our liberties, by a natural and neceflary
progrefEon, into more real, tho lefs appa-
rent danger, than they were in before the
revolution. The exceflive ill huübandry
pradifed from the very beginning of king

4 William 's
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William 's reign, and which laid the
foundations of all we feel and all we fear,
was not the effeä: of ignorance, miftake,
or what we call chance, but of defign and
fcheme in thofe who had the fway at that
time. I am not fo uncharitable however
as to believe that they intended to bring
upon their country all the mifchiefs that
we, who came after them , experience,
and apprehend. No, they faw the meafures
they took fingly, and unrelatively, or re-
latively alone to fome immediate objecl.
The notion of attaching men to the new
government, by tempting them to embark
their fortunes on the fame bottom3 was a
reafon of ftate to fome : the notion of
creating a new, that is, a monied intereft,
in oppofition to the landed intereft or as
a balance to it, and of acquiring a fupe-
rior influence in the city of London at leaft
by the eftablifhment of great corporations,
was a reafon of party to others : and I
make no doubt that the opportunity of
amaffing immenfe eftates by the manage-

l ment
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ment of funds, by trafficking in paper,
and by all the arts of jobbing, was a rea-
fon of private intereft to thofe who fup-
ported and improved this fcheme of ini-
quity, if not to thofe who devifed it. They
looked no farther. Nay we who came
after them, and have long tafled the bit¬
ter fruits of the corruption they plant-
ed, were far from taking fuch an alarm
at our diftrefs, and our danger, as they
deferved j tili the moft remote and fatal
effect of Gaufes, laid by the laft gene-
ration, was very near becoming an object
of experience in this. Your lordfhip, I
am fure, fees at once how much a due re-
fledtion on the pafTages of former times, as
they ftand recorded in the hiftory of our
own, and of other countries,would have de-
terred a free people from trufting the fole
management of fo great a revenue, and the
fole nomination of thofe legions of officers
employed in it, to their chief magiftrate.
There remained indeed no pretence for do-
ing fo, when once a falary was fettled on

the
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the .prince, and the public rcvenue was no
longer in any fenle his revenue, nor the
public expence his expence. Give me
leave to add, that it would have been*
and would be ftill, more decent with re-
gard to the prince, and lefs irepugnant if
not more conformable to the principles
and practice too of our government, to
take this power and influence from the
prince, or to fhare it with him ; than to
exclude men from the privilege of repre-
fenting their fellow fubjedts whö would
chufe them in parliament, purely becaufe
they are employed and trufted by the
prince.

Yoür lordfhip fees not only, how much
a due refleäion upon the experience of
other ages and countries would have
pointed out national corruption as the na¬
tural and necefläry confequence of inveft-
ing the crown with the management of
fo great a revenue, but alfo the lofs of

Liberty
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liberty as the natural and neceffary con-
fequenceof national corruption.

Thefe two examples explain fufficiently
what they are intended to explain. It only
remains therefore upon this head, to obferve
the difference between the two manners
in .which hiftory fupplies the defects of
our own experience. It fhews us caufes
as in fac~t they were laid, with their im-
mediate effedts: and it enables us to guefs
at future events. It can do no more in
the nature of things. My lord Bacon,
in his fecond book of the advancement
of learning, having in his mind I fuppofe
what Philo and Josephus afferted of Mo¬
ses, affirms divine hiftory to have this
prerogative, that the narration may be
before the fadt as well as after. But fince
the ages of prophecy, as well as miracles,
are paft, we muft content ourfelves to
guefs at what will be, by what has been :
we have no other means -in our power,
and hiftory furniflies us with thefe. How

Voj-, I, E ws
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we are to improve, and apply thefe means,
5S well as how we are to acquire them,
fliall be deduced more particularly in ano-
ther letter,

•



0 F THE
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LETTER III.

'i . An objedtion againft the Utility of
hiftory removed. 2. The falfe and true
aims of thofe who ftudy it. 3. Of the
hiftory of the firft ages, with refleo
tions on the ftate of ancient hiftory
prophane and facred.

ERE thefe letters to fall into
the hands of fome ingenious

perfons who adorn the age we live in,
your lordihip's correfpondent would be
loked upon for bis projeft of improving

E 2 . rogn.
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men in virtue and wifdom by the ftudy of
hiftory. The general charadters of men,
it would be faid, are determined by their
natural conftitutions, as their particular
aclicns are by immediate obje£ts. Many
very converfant in hiftory would be cited,
who have proved ill men, or bad poli-
ticians j and a long roll would be pro-
duced of others who have arrived at a
great pitch of private, and public virtue,
without any afliftance of this känd. Some-
thing has been faid already to anticipate
this objedtion; but fmce I have heard
feveral perfons affirm fuch propofitions
with great confidence, a loud laugh, or
a filent fneer at the pedants who pre-
fumed to think otherwife ; I will fpend a
few paragraphs, with your lordflhip's leave,
to fliew that fuch affirmations (for to
affirm amongft thefe fine men is to reafon)
either prove too much, or prove nothing.

If our general charadters were deter¬
mined abfolutely, as they are certainly

in-
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fluenced, by our conftitutions, and if
our°particular adtions were fo by imme-
diate objecls ; all inftrudtion by pre-
cept as well as example, and all en-
deavours to form the moral charadter

by education, would be unneceffary. E-
ven the little care that is taken, and
furely it is impoflible to take lefs, in
the training up our youth, would be too
much . But the truth is widely different
from this reprefentation of it ; for v/hat
is vice, and what is virtue ? I fpeak of
them in a large and philofophical fenfe.
The former is, I think , no more than the
excefs, abufe, and mifapplication of ap-
petites, defires, and paffions, natural and
innocent, nay ufeful and neceffary. The
latter confifts in the moderation and go-
vernment, in the ufe and application of
thefe appetites, defires, and paffions, ac-
cording to the rules of reafon, and there-
fore often in oppofition to their own blind
impulfe.

What
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: What now is education? that part,
that principal and moft negledted parfe of
it, I mean, which tends to form the mo-
ral charadter ? It is, I think, an inftitu-
tion defigned to lead men from their
tendcr years, by precept and example, by
argument and authority, to the practica
and to the habit of pradtifing thefe rules.
The ftronger our appetites, defires, and
paffions are, the harder indeed is the ta{k
of education: but vvhen the erForts of
education are proportioned to this fhrengthj
altho our keeneft appetites and defires,
and our ruling paffions cannot be reduced
to a quiet and uniform fubmiffion, yet
are not their e::celTes afiwaged ? are not
their abufes and mifapplications, in fome
degree, diverted or checked ? Tho the
piiot cannot lay the Horm, cannot he
carry the fhip by his art better through
it, and often prevent the wreck that would
akvays happen without him ? ]f Alexan¬
der , who Ioved wine, and was naturally

' choleric, had bcen bred under the feverity
of
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öf Roman difcipline, it is probable he
would neither have made a bonefire öf

Perfepolis for his whore, nor have killed
bis friend. If Scipio , who was naturally
given to women, for which änecdote
we have, if I miftake not, the authority
of Polybius , as well as fome verfes of
Naevius preferved by A. Gellius , had
been edueated by Olympiäs at the court
of Philip , it is improbable that he would
have reftored the beautiful Spaniard. In
ihort , if the renowned Socrates had not
correcied nature by ärt, this firft apoftle
of the gentiles had been ä very profligate
fellow by his own confeffion; for he was
inclined to all the vicesZopYrus imputed
to him, as they fay, on the obfervation of
his phyfiognomy»

With him thereförej whö denies the ef-
f«6ts of education, it would be in vain to
difpute j änd with him who admits th§m>
there can be no difpute, eoncerning that
fliare which I afcribe to the ftudy of hif-

E 4 tory,
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tory, in forming our moral characters, and
making us better men. The very perfons
who pretend that inclinations cannot be re-
ftrained, nor habits corredted, againfl our
natural bent, would be the nrft perhaps to
prove in certain cafes the contrary. A for~
tune at court, or the favours of a lady,
have prevailed on many to conceal, and
they could not conceal without reftraining,
which is one fiep towards correöing , the
vices they were by nature addidted to the
fnoft. Shallwe imagine now, that the beau-
ty of virtue and the deformity of vice, the
charms of a bright and lafting reputati-
on, the terror of being delivered over as
criminals to all pofterity, the real benefit
arifing from a confcientious difcharge of
the duty we owe to others, which bene-,
fit fortune can neither hinder nor take
away, and the reafonablenefs of con-
fbrming ourfelves to the defigns of Goj>
manifefted in the conftitution of the human
nature ; fliall we imagine, I fay, that all
thefe are not able to acquire the famepower

over
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over thofe who are continually called upon
to a contemplation of them, and they who
apply themfelves to the ftudy of hiftory
are fo called upon, as other motives, mean
and fordid in comparifon of thefe, can
ufurp on other men ?

2. That the ftudy of hiftory, far from
making us wifer, and more ufeful Citi¬
zens, as well as better men, may be of
no advantage whatfoever ; that it may
ferve to render us mere antiquaries and
fcholars, or that it may help to make us
forward coxcornbs, and prating pedants,
I have already allowed. But this is not
the fault of hiftory : and to convince us
that it is not, we need only contraft the
true ufe of hiftory with the ufe that is
made of it by fuch men as thefe. We
ought always to keep in mind, that hif¬

tory iŝ philofophy teaching by examples
how to conduct ourfelves in all the ßtua-

tions of private and public life ; that there-
fore we muft apply ourfelves to it in a

philo-
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philofophical fpirit and manner; that ws
muft nie from particular to general know-
ledge, and that we muft fit ourfelves for
the fociety and büfinefs of mänkind by
accuftoming our minds to reflecT: and
meditatei on the chara&ers we find de-
fcribed, and the courfe öf events we
find related there. Particular examples
may be of ufe fometimes in particular
eafes; but the application of them is dan-
gerous. It muft be done with the utmoft
circumfpeclion, or it will be feldom done
with fuccefs. And yet one would think
that this was the principal ufe of the ftudy
of hiftory, by what has been written
on the fubjeet. I know not whether
Machiavel himfelf is quite free from
defecl on this account : he feems to carry
the ufe and application of particular ex¬
amples fometimes too far. Marius and
Catulus paffed the Alpes, met, and de-
feated the Cimbri beyond the frontiers of
Italy. Is it fafe to conclude from hence,
that whenever one people is invaded by

änother,
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another, the invaded ought to ttieet and
fight the invaders at a diftance from their
frontiers? Machiavel 's countryman,
Guicciardin , was aware of the danger
that might arifefrom fuch an application of
examples. Peter of Medicis had involved
himfelf in great difficulties, when thofe
wars and calamities began which Lewis
Sforza firft drew and entailed on Italy,
by flattering the ambition of Charles the
eigth in order to gratify his own, and
calling the French into that country.
Peter owed his diftrefs to his folly in de-
parting from the general tenor of condutl:
his father Laurence had held, and hoped
to relieve himfelf by imitating his father's
example in one particular inftance. At a
time when the wars with the pope and
hing of Naples had reduced Laurence
to circumftances of great danger, he took
the refolution of going to Ferdinand,
and of treating in perfon with that prince.
The refolution appears in hiftory imprudent
and almoft defperate: were we informed

•
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of the fecret reafons on which this great
man adted, it would appear very poffibly
a wife and fafe ,meafure. It fucceeded,
and Laurence brought back with hira
public peace, and private fecurity. As
foon a&the French troops entered the do-
minions of Florence, Peter was ftruek
with a panic terror, went to Charles
the eigth, put the ,port of Leghorn, the
fortreffes of Pifa, and all the keys of the
country into this prince's hands; wherebyhe difarmed the Florentine Common¬
wealth, and ruined himfelf. He was de-
prived of his authority, and driven out of
the city, by the juft Indignation of the
magiflrates, andpeople : and in the trea¬
ty which they made afterwards with the
king of France it was ftipulated, that
Peter fhould not remain within an hun¬
dred miles of the ftate, nor his brothers
within the fame diftance of the city of
Florence. On this occalionGuicciardin
obferves, how dangerous it is to govern
ourfelves by particular examples; fince, to

have
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have the fame fuccefs, we muft have the
fame prudence, and the fame fortunej
and fince the example muft not only an-
fwer the cafe before us in general, but in
every minute circumftance. This is the
fenfe of that admirable hiftorian, and thefe
are his words ------ " 6 fenza dubio molto

tc pericolofo il governarfi con gl' efempi,
" fe non concorono, non folo in generale,
fc ma in tutti i particulari, le medefime
" ragioni; fe le cofe non fono regolate con
" la medefima prudenza, & fe oltre a tutti
" Ii altri fondamenti, non v'ha la parte fua
" la medefima fortuna." An obfervation

that Boi lea u makes, and a rule he lays
down in fpeaking of tranflations, will pro-
perly find their place here, and ferve to
explain ftill better what I would eftablifh.
ft To tranflate fervilely into modern lan-

guagean ancientauthor phrafe by phrafe,
" and word by word, is prepofterous:
ĉ nothing can be more unlike the origi-

" nal than fuch a copy. It is not to
2 fhew, it is to difguife the author : and he

t? who
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& who has known him only kl this drefs,
" would not know him in his own. A good
" writer, inflead of taking this inglorious
" and unprofitable tafk upon him, will
<£ joufter contre l'original, rather imitate
«' than tranflate, and rather emukte
<c than imitate : he will transfufe the
<{ fenfe and fpirit of the original into his
<f own work, and will endeavour to
" write as the ancient aiithor would have
ic wrote, had he writ in the fame lan-
<c guage, " Now , to improve by exam-
ples is to improve by imitation. We muft
catch the fpirit, if we can, and conform
ourfelves to the reafon of them ; but we
muft not affedt to tranflate fervilely in¬
to our condu# , if your lordfhip will
allow me the expreffion, the particular
condudt of thofe good and great men,
whofe images hiftory fets before us. Co-
dr us and the Decii devoted themfelves to
death : one, becaufe an oracle had foretold
that the army whofe general was killed
wpuld be viäioriousj the others in com¬

pliance
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püance with a fuperftition that bore great
analogy to a ceremony praftifed in the
old Egyptian church , and added after-
wards, as many others of the fame origin
were, to the ritual of the Ifraelites.
Thefe are examples of great magnani-
mity to be fure, and of magnanimity
employed in the raoft worthy caufe. In
the early days of the Athenian and Roman
gpvernment, when the credit of Ora¬
cles and all kinds of fuperftition prevailed,
when heaven was pioufly thought to der
light in bloodj and even human blood
was fhed under wild notions of atone-

ment , propitiation3 purgation , expiation,
and fatisfaction; they who fet fuch exam¬
ples as thefe adled an heroical and a rational
part too. But if a general fhould ad: the
fame part now, and, in order to fecure his
victory, get killed as faft as he could;he might
pafs for an hero, but I am fure he would
pafs for a madman. Even thefe examples
however areof ufe: they excite us at leaft
fo venture our liyes freely in the fervice of

our
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our country; by propofing to our imitation
men who devoted themfelves to certain
death in the fervice of theirs. They fhew
us what a turn of Imagination can operate,
and how thegreateft trifle, nay the greateft
abfurdity, drefled up in the folemn airs of
religion, can carry ardor and confidence3
or the contrary fentiments, into the breafts
of thoufands.

There are certain general. principles,
and rules of life and condüct, which al-
ways muft be true, becaufe they are
conformable to the invariable nature of
things. He who ftudies hiftory as he
would ftudy philofophy will foon dif*
tinguim and collecl: therh, and by doing
fo will foon form to himfelf a general fyf-
tem of ethics and politics on the furefl
foundations, on the trial of thefe prin¬
ciples and rules in all ages, and on
the confirmation of them by univerfal ex-
perience. I faid he will diftinguifh them;
for once morel muft fay, that as to par-

ticular
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ticular modes of adtions, and meafures of
conduct, which the cuftoms of different
countries, the manners of differentaf<;es; and
the circumftänces of different cont'änclures,
have appropriated, as it were, it is always
ridiculous, or imprudent and dangcrous, to
employ them . But this is not all. By
contemplating the vaft variety of particular
charadters and events; by examining the
ftrange combinations of caufes, different,
remote, and feemingly oppofite, that often
concuf in producing one effecf; and the fur-
prifmg fertility of one fingle and uniform
cauie in the producing of a multitude of
effedts as different, as remote, arid feem¬
ingly as oppofite; by tracing carJulIy , as
carefully as if the fubjedt he confiders were
of perfonal and immediate concern to him,
all the minute and fometimes fcarce-per-
ceivable circumftänces, either in the cha-
radters of adtors, or in the courfe of adtions,
that hiftory enables him to trace, and ac-
cording to which the fuccefs of aftairs, even.
thegreateft, is moftly determined; by thefe,

Vol . I . F and
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and fuch methods as thefe, for I might de--
fcend into a much greater detail, a man of
parts may improve the ftudy of hiftory to
it'sproper and principal ufe; he may fharp-
en the penetration, fix the attention of his
mind, andftrengthenhisjudgment ; he may
acquire the faculty and the habit of difcern-
ing quicker, and iboking farther ; and of
exerting that fiexibility, and fteadinefs,
which are neceffary to be joined in the con-
duct of all affairs that depend on the cqn-
currence or oppofition of other men.

Mr . Locke , I 'think , recommends the
ftudy of geometryeven to thofe whohave
no defign of being geometricians: and he
givesa reafon for it, that may be applied
to the prefent cafe. Such perfons may
forget every problem that has been pro-
poled, and every folution that they or others
have given-j but the habit of purfuing long
trains of ideas will remain with them, and
they will pierce through the mazes of fo-
phifm and difcovera latent truth , where

per-
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perions who have not this habit will nevef
find iti

In this männer the ftudy of hiftory will
prepare us for aflion and obfervation. Hi¬
ftory is theancient author : experience is the"
modern language. We form our tafte ön
the firft; we tranilate the fenfe and reafon,
we transfufe the fpirit änd force: but we
imitate only the particular graces of the
original; we imitate them according to the
idiom of our own tongue, that is we fubfti--
tute often eqüivälents in the lieu of them,
änd are far from affeßing to copy them fer-
vilely. To conclude, as experience is cori-
verfant about the prefent, and the prefent
enables us to guefs at the future ; fo hiftory
is converfant äbout the paft, and by know-
ing the things that have been, we become
better able to judge of the things that are.

This ufe, my lord, which I make the
proper and principal ufe of the ftudy of hi¬
ftory, is not infifted on by thofe who have

F 2 writ
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writ concerning the method to be followed
in this ftudy: and fince we propofe differ-
ent ends, we muß of courfe take different
ways. Fevv of their treatifes have fallen
into my hands : one, the method of Bqdln,
a man famous in his time, I remember to
have red. I took it up with much expec-
tation many years ago; I went through it,
And remained extremely difappointed. He
might have given almoft any other title to
his book as properly as that which ftands
before it. There are not many pages in it
that relate any more to his fubjecT: than a
tedious fifth chapter, wherein he accounts
for the charadters of nations according to
their pofitions on the globe, and according
to the influence of the ftars ; and alfures
his reader that nothing can be more necef-
fary than fuch a difquifition, " ad univer-
" fam hiftoriarum cognitionem, & incor-
t! ruptum earum judicium ." In his me¬
thod, we are to take-firfta general view
of univerfal hiftory, and chronology, in
fliort abllradts, and then to ftudy all par-

z ticular
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ticular hiftories and fyftems. Seneca
fpeaks of men who fpend their whole lives
in learning how to ac~t in life, " dum vitae
" inftrumenta conquirunt." Idoubtthat
this method of Bodin would conduct us in

the fame, or as bad a way; would leave
us no time for aäion , or would make us
unfit for it. A huge common-place book,
wherein all the remarkable fayings and facbs
that we find in hiftory are to be regiftred,
may enable a man to talk or write like
Bodin , but will never make him a better
man, nor enable him to promote, like an
ufeful Citizen, the fecurity, the peace, the
welfare, or the grandeur of the Community
to whicb he belongs. I (hall proceed there-
fore to fpeak of a method that leads to fuch
purpofes as thefe directly and certainly,
without any regard to the methods that
have been prefcribed by others.

I think then we muftbeon our guard
againft this very affedation of learning, and
this very wantonnefs of curiofity, which

F 3 the
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the examples and precepts we commonly
meet with are calculated to flatter and in-
dulge. We muft neither dwell too long
in the dark3 nor wander about tili we lpfe
our way in the light. We are too apt to
carry fyftems of philofophy beyond all our
ideaSj and fyftems of hiftory beyond all
our memorials. The philofopher begins
with reafon, and ends with imagination,
The hiftorian inverts this order: he begins
without memorials and he fometimes ends
with them. This filiy cuftom is fo pre-
valent among rnen of letters who apply
thernfelves to the ftudy of hiftory, and has
fo much prejudice and fo much authority
on the fide of it, that your lordfhip muft
give nie leave to fpeak a little more par<-
ticularly and plainly than I have done, in
favour of common fenfe, againft an abfur»
dity which is almoft fandifyed.

REFLECTIONS
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REFLECTIONS
On the ftate of ancient History.

The nature of man, and the conftant
courfe of human affairs, render it impoffi-
ble that the firft ages of any new nation
which forms itfelf fhould afford authentic
materials for hiftory. We have none fuch
concerning the Originals of any of thofe na -̂
tions that adtually fubfift. Shall we expedl
to find them concerning the Originals of .
nations difperfed, or extinguifhed, tvvo or
three thoufand years ago? If a thread of
dark and uncertain traditions, therefore,
is made, as it commonly is, the introduc-
tion to hiftory, we fhould toiich it lightly,
and run fwiftly over it, far from infifting
on it either as authors or readers.'' Such in-
trodudtions are at beft no more than fanciful
preludes, that try the inftruments, and
precede the concert. He muffc be void of
judgment, and tafte, one would think,
who can take the firft for true hiftory, or
the laft for true harmony. And yet ib it

F 4 has
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has been and fo it is, not in Germany and
Holland alone; but in Italy, in France and
in England, where genius has abounded,
and tafle has been long refined. Our great
fcholars have dealt and deal in fables at leaff.
as much as our poets, with this difference
to ;he difadvantage of the former, to whorn
Imayapply the remarkas juftly as Seneca
applyed it to the dialeöicians ---- " triftius
" inepti funt. Uli ex prcfelfo lafciviunt;
" hi agere feipfos aliquid exiftimant."
Learned men, in learned and inquifitive
ages, who poffefled many advantages that
we have not, and among others that of
being placed fo many centurics nearer the
original truths that are the objeäs of fo
much laborious fearcb, defpaired of find-
ing fhem? and gave fair warning to pof-
terity, if pofterity would have taken it.
The ancient geographers, as PjlutaRch
fays in the life of 'Ju es eus, when they laid
down in their maps the little extent of fea
and land that was known to them, left
great fpaces void. In fome of thefe fpaces

they
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they wrote, here are fandy defarts, in
others, here are impaffible marmes, here is
a cbain of inhofpitable mountains, or here
is a Frozen oeean. Juli fo both he and othcr
hiftorians, when they related fabulous
Originals, were not wanting to fet out the
bounds beyond which there was neither
hiftory nor chronology. Censorinus has
preferved the diftindtion of three aeras
eftablifhed by Varro . This learned Ro¬
man antiquary did not determine v/hether
the firft period had any beginning, but fixed
the end of it at the firft, that is, according
to him, the Ogygian, deluge ; which he
placed I think forne centuries backwarder
than Julius Africanus thought fit to
place it afterwards. To this aera of abfo-
lute darknefs he fuppofed that a kind of
twilight fucceeded, frorn the Ogygian de¬
luge to the Olympic aera, and this he called
the fabulous age. From this vulgär aera
when Coraebus was crowned vidtor, and
long after the true aera when thefe games
were inftituted by Iphitus , the Greeks

pretend
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pretend to be able to digeft their hiftofy
with fome order, clearnefs, and certainty:
Varro therefore looked on it as the break
of day, or the beginning of the hiftorical
age. He might do fo the rather perhaps,
becaufe he included by it the date he like-
wife fixed, or, upon recolledtion, thatthe
eider Cato had fixed, of the foundation
of Rome within the period from which he
fuppofed that hiftorical truth was to be
found. But yet moft certain it is, that the
hiftory and chronology of the ages that
follow are as confufed and uncertain, as
the hiftory and chronology of thofe which
knmediately precede this aera.

i . The ftate of ancient profane hiftory,

The Greeks did not begin to write
in profe tili Pherecides of Syros intro-
duced the cuftom : and Cadmus Mile-
sius was their firft hiftorian. Now thefe
inen flourifhed long after the true, or
eyen the vulgär Olympic aeraj for Josh-

phus
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phus affirms, and in this he has great pro-
bability on his fide, that Cadmus Mile-
sius, and Acüsilaus Argivus , in a word
the oldeft hiftorians in Greece, were very
little more ancient than the expedition of
the Perfians againft the Greeks. As feveral
centuries paffed betweenthe Olympic aera
and thefe firft hiftorians, there paffed like-
wife feveral more between thefe and the

firft Greek chronologers. Timoe us about
the time of Ptolomy Philadelphus,
andERATosTHENES about that of Ptolo¬
my Evergetes , feem firft to have di-
gefted the events recorded by them ac-
cording to the olympiads. Precedent
writers mentioned fometimes the olym¬
piads; but this rule of reckoning was
not brought into eftablifhed ufe fooner.
The rule could not ferve to render hiftory
more clear and certain tili it was followed:
it was not followed tili about five hundred

years aftcr the Olympic aera. There re-
mains therefore no pretence to place the
beginning of the hiftorical age fo high,

as
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as Varro placed it, by five hundred
years.

Hellanicus indeed and others pre-
tended to give the Originals of cities and
governments, and to deduce their narra-
tions from great antiquity. Their works
are loft, but we can judge how inconfi-
derable the Iofs is, by the writings of that
age which remain, and by the report of
thofe who had feen the others. For in-
ftance, Herodotus was cotemporary
with. Hellanicus .^ Herodotus was in-
quifitive enough in all confcience, and pro-
pofed to publiih all he could learn of the
antiquities of the lonians, Lydians, Phry-
gians, Egyptians, Babylonians, Medes, and
Perfians ; that is of almoft all the nations
who were known in his tirae to exift. If
he wrote Affyriacs, we have them not ; but
we are fure that this word was ufed pro-
verbially to fignify fabulous legends, foon
after his time, and when the mode of

pub-
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publiming fuch relations and hiftories pre-
vailed among the Greeks.

In the nine books we have, he goes back
indeed almoft to the Olympic aera, with-
out taking notice of it however ; but he
goes back only to teil an old woman's tale,
of a king who loft his crown for fhewing
his wife naked to his favourite, and from
Can0A -ui .es andGYGEs he haftens, or ra¬
ther he takes a great leap, down to Cyrus.

Something like a thread of hiftory of
the Med es and then of the Perfians, to the
flight of Xerxes , which happened in his
ovvn time, is carried on. The events of
his own time are related with an air of
hiftory. But all accounts of the Greeks
as well as the Perfians, which precede
thefe, and all the accounts which he gives
occafionally of other nations, were drawn
up moft manifeftly on broken, perplexed,
and doubtful fcraps of tradition. Hehad
neither original records, nor any authen-

tic
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tic memorbls to guide bim, and yet thefe
are the fole foundations of true hiftory^
Herodotus flourifhed, I think , little
morethan half a Century, and Xenophon
little more than a whöle Century, after the
death of Cyrus : and yet how various
and repugnant are the relations made by
thefe two hiftorians, of the birth, life, and
death of this prince? If more hiftories häd
come down from thefe ages to ours, the;
uncertainty and inutility of them all would
be but the more manifefl. We fhould
find that Acusilaus rejecled the traditions
of Hesiod , that HellAnicus conträ-
dided Acusilaus , that Ephorüs accufed
Hellanicus , that Timaeüs accufed E-
phorus , and all pofteriorwriters Timaeüs^
This is the report of Josephus . But in
order to fhew the ignorance and falfhood of
all thofe writers through whom the tradi¬
tions of profane antiquity came to the
Greeks, I will quote to your lordfhip, a
mueh better authority than that of Jose¬
phus ; the authority of one who had no

Pre~



Of the Study of Histohy . 79

prejudice to byafs him, no particular caufe
to defend, nor fyftem of ancient hiftory to
eftablim, and all the helps as well as ta-
lents necelfary to make him a competent
judge. The man I mean is Strabo.

Speaking of the MaCagetae in hia
eleventh book, he writes tothisefFecl:: that
noauthor had given a true account of them,
tho feveral had writ of the war that Cy-
rus waged againft them ; and that hifto-
rians had found as little credit in what they
had related concerning the affairs of the
Perfians, Medes, and Syrians. That ' this<
was due to their folly : for obferving that
thofe who wrote fables profeffedly were
held in efteem, thefe men imagined they
Ihould render their writings more agree-
able, if under the appearance and pre-
tence of true hiftory they related what
they had neither feen nor heard from per-
fons able to give them true information j
and that accordingly their only aim had
been to drefs up pleafing. and marvellous

1 rela -̂
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relations: that one may better give credit
to H'esiod and Homer , when they talk
of their heroes, nay even to dramatie
poets, than to Ctesias , Herodotus,
Hellanicus , and their followers: that
it is not fafc to give credit even to the
greateft part of the hiftorians, who writ
concerning Alexander ; fince they too,
encouraged by the greater reputation of
this conqueror, by the diftance to which
he carried his arms, and by the difficulty
of difproving what they faid of aftions
performed in regions fo remote, were apt to
deceive : that indeed when the Roman em-
pire on one fide, and the Parthian on die
other, came to extend themfelves, the truth
of things came to be better known.

You fee, my lord, not only how late
profane hiftory began to be writ by the
Greeks, but how much later it began to
be writ with any regard to truth : and con-
fequently what wretched materials the
learned men' who arofe, after the age of

Alex-
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Alexander , had to enaploy, when they
attempted to form fyitems of ancient hi-
ftory and cbronology. We have fome re-
mains öf that laborioüs Compiler Diodo-
rus Siculüs , but do we find in him any
thread of ancient hiftory, I mean tbat
which pafTed for ancient in bis time ? wbat
complaints on the contrary does he not
make of former hiftorians ? bow frankly
d'oes he confefs the little and uncertain light
He had to follow in bis refearches? Yet
Di odorus , äs well as Plutarch and
öthers, had not only the older Gfeek hifto-
riaris, büt the more modern antiquaries,
who pretended to have fearched into the
records änd regifters of nätions, eVen ät
thät time renowried för their äntiquity.
Berosus for inllänce and Mänet ho>one
ä Babylonian artd the other an Ügyptian
prieft, had publifbed the antiqüities of ihek
eoüntries in the time of the Ptolomys.
Berosus pretended to give the hiftory of
foür hundred eighty years. Pliny , if I
remember right, for I fay this on memory,

Vol . I. G ' fpeaks



82 LETTER Iii.

fpeaks to thiseffedtin the fixthbook of Iiis
natural hiftory : and if it was fo, thefe
years were probably yearsof Nabonassar.
Manet -ho began his hiftory, God knows
when, from the progrefs of Isis, or fome
other as weil afeertained period. He fol-
lowed the Egyptian traditions of dynafties-
of Gods and Demi -Gods ; and derived his
anecdotes from the firft Mercury , whohad
inferibed them in facred characlers, on an-
tedeluvkn pillars, antediluvian at leaft ac-
eording to oür received chronology, from
which the fecondMercury had tranfcribed
them , and inferted them into his works.
We have not thefe antiquities; for the
monk of Viterbo was foon deteäed :- and
if .we had them, they would either add to

■'our uncertainty, and enereafe the chaos of
learning, or teil us nothing worth our
knowledge. For thus I reafon. Had they
given particular and hiftorical accounts con-
formable to the fcriptures of the Jews y
Jossephus , Julius äfricanus , and Eu¬
sebius v/ould have made quite other ex-

2 tradts-
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trads from their writings, and would have
altered and contradiäed them lefs. The
accounts they gave therefore were repug-
nant to facred writ, or they were defektive:
they would have eftablifhed Pyrrhonifm,
or have baulked our curiofity.

2. Of facred hiftory.

What memorials therefore remain to
give us light into the Originals of ancient
nations, and the hiftory of thofe ages, we
commonly call the firft ages ? The Bible
it will be faid; that is the hiftorical part
of it in the old teftament. But, my lord,
even thefe divine books muft be reputed
infufrkient to the purpofe, by every can-
did and impartial man, who confiders
either their authority as hiftories, or the
matter they contain. For what are they ?
and how came they to us ? At the time
when Alexander carried his arms into
Afia3 a people of Syria, tili then unknown,
became known to the Greeks : this people

G 2 had
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had been fiaves to the Egyptians, Affyrians,
MedeSi and Perfians, as thefe feveral era-
pires prevailed: ten parts in twelve of
them had bcen traniplanted by ancicnt con-
querors, and melted down and Ioft in the
eaft, feveral ages before the eftablifhment
of the empire that Alexander deftroyed:
the other two parts had been carried captive
to Babylon a little before the fame aera.
This captivity was not indeed perpetual like
the other ; but it 'lafted fo long, and fuch
circumftances, whatever they were, accom-
panied it, that the captives forgot their
country, and even their language, the He-
brcw dialect at leafl: and characler : and a
few of them only could be wrowght upon,
by the zeal of fome particular men, to re¬
turn hörne, when the Jndulgence of the
Perfian monarchs gave them leave to re-
build their city aild torepeople their ancient
patrimony. Even this remnant of the na-
tion did not continue long entire. Another
great tranfmigration followed, and the
Jews that fettled under the protection of

the
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the Ptolomys forgot their language in-
Egypt, as the forefathers of thefe Jews had
forgot theirs in Chaldea. More attached
however to their religion in Egypt , for
reafons eafy to be deduced from the new
inftitutions that prevailed after the captivity
among them, than their anceftors had been
in Chaldea, a verfion of their facred writ-
ings was made into Greek at Alexandria,
not long after the canon of thefe fcriptures
had been finiflied at Jerufalem ; for many
years couldnot intervene between the death
of Simon the juft , by whom this canon
was finifhed, if he died during the reign
of Ptolomy Soter , and the beginning
of this famous tranflation under Ptolomy
Philadelphias . The Hellenift Jews re-
ported as many marvellous things to autho-
rize, and even to fanctify this tranflation,
as the other Jews had reported about Es-
dras who began, and Simon the juft who
finifhed, the canon of their fcriptures.
Thefe holy romances fiid into tradition, and
tradition became hiftory : the fathers of

G 3 our
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our chriftian church did not difdain to em-
ploy them. St. Jerome , for inftance,
laughed at the ftory of the feventy two
eiders, whofe tranflations were found to be5
upon comparifon, word for word the fame,
tho made fepärately and by men who had
no communication with one another. But
the fame St. Jerome , in the fame place,
quotes Aristeas , one of the guard of
Ptolomy Philadelphus as a real peiv
fonage.

The account pretended to be writ by
this Aristeas of all that palTed relating to
the tranflation, was enough for his purpofe.
This he retained, and he rejedted only the
more improbable circumftances,which had
been added to the tale, and which laid it
open to moft fufpicion. In this he fhew-
ed great prudence, and better judgments
tljan that zealous but weak apologift Jus¬
tin , who believed the v/hole frory him-
felf, and endeavoujed to impofe it on man-
Hind'. -

Thus
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Thus you fee, my lord, that when w£
confider thefe books barely as hiftories,
delivered to us on the faith of a fuperftiti-
ous people, among whom the cuftom and
art of pious lying prevailed remarkably,
we may be allowed to doubt whether
greater credit is to be given to what they
teil us concerning the original, compiled
in their own country and as it were out of
the fight of the reft of the world; than we
know, with fuch a certainty as no fcholar
prefumes to deny, that we ought to give to
what they teil us concerning the copy ?

The Hellenift Jews were extremely
pleafed, no doubt, to have their fcriptures
in a language they underftood, and that
«night fpread the fame of their antiquity,
and do honour to their nation among their
mafters the Greeks. But yet we do not
find that the authority of thefe books pre-_
vailed, or that even they were much known
among the Pagan world. The reafon of
this cannot be, that the Greeks admired no-

G 4 tlüng
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thing that was not of their own growrfv
££ fua tantum mirantur :■' fpr pn thc con-
trary they were inquifitive and credulous
in the higheft degree, and they collecled
and publifhed at leaft as many idle traditi-
ons of other nations, as they propagated of
their owp. Josephus pretendedthatTHEo-
Pompus, a difciple of Isocrates , being
about to infert in his hiftory fq methings
he had taken out of hply writ, the poor
man became trpubled in mind for feveral
days; and that havingprayed to God, during
an intermiffion pf his illnefs, tp reveal tp
him the caufe of it, he learned in his fleep
that thisattempt was the caufe, upon which
he quitted the defign and was cured. If
Josephus had been a little more confiftent
than he is very often, fuch a ftory as this
v/ould not have been told, by one who was
fond, as Jews and Chriftians in general
have been, to create an opinion that the
fjentiles took not their hiftory alpne, but
their philofophy and all their valuable
kpowledse, from the Jews. Notwith-

ftandine
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ftanding this ftory therefore which is told
in the fifteenth book of the Jewifti anti-
quities, and means nothing, or means to
fhew that the divine providence would not
fuffer anecdptes of facred to be mingled
v/ith profane hiftory ; the praätice of Jo-
sephus himfelf, andof all thofewhohave
had the fame defign in view, has been to
confirm the forrrier by the latter, and at
any rate to uippofe an appearance at leaffc
of conformity between thern. We are
told Hecataeus Abderita , for there

* l k - - .. f - ü

were two of that name, writ a hiftory fa-̂
yourable to the Jews : and not to multiply
inftance?though I might eafily do it, even
Alexander Polyhistor is called in.

He is quoted by Josephus , and praifed by
Eusebius as a man of parts and great va-
riety of learning. His teftimony, about the
deluge and tower of Babel, is produced by
St.CYRiL in his firft bpok againft J ülian ;
and Justin the apqlogift and martyr, in
bis exhortation to the Greeks, makes ufe
of the fame authority, among thofe that

inention
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mentionMosesasa leader and prince of the
Jews. Tho this Polyhistor , if Iremem-
ber right what I think I have met with in
Süidas , fpoke onlyof a vvoman hecalled
Moso, " cujus fcriptum fit lex hebraeo-
** rum." Had the Greek hiftorians been
conformable to the facred, I cannot fee that
their authority, which was not cotempo-
rary, would have been of any weight.
They might have copied Moses, and fo
they did Ctesias . But even this was not
the cafe: whatever ufe a particular writer
here and there might make occafionally of
the fcriptures, certain it is that the Jews
continued to be as much defpifed and their
hiftory to be as generally neglecled, nay al-
moft as generally unknown, for a long
time at leaft after the verfion was made at
Alexandria, as they had been before. Api-
on an Egyptian, a man of much erudition,
appeared in the worldfome centuries after-
wards. He wrote, among other antiqui-
ties, thofe of his own country: and as he
was obliged to fpeak very often of the Jews,

he
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he fpoke of them in a manner neither
much to their honor nor to that of their

hiftories. He wrote pupofely againft them:
and Josephus attempted afterwards, but
Apion was then dead, to refute him.
Apion pafTed, I know, for a vain and
noify pedant ; but he pafTed likewife for a
cnrious, a laborious, and a learned anti-
quary. If he was cabaliftical or fuperftiti-
ous, Josephus was at leaft as much fo as
he : andifhe flattered Caligula , Jose¬
phus introduced himfelf to the court of
Nero and the favour of Poppaea , by no
very honorable means, under the protecti¬
on of Aliturus a player, and a Jew;
to fay nothing of his applying to Vespa-
sian the prophefies concerning the Mef-
fiah, nor of his accompanying Titus to
the liege of Jerufalem.

In fliort, my lord, the Jewifh hiftory
never obtained any credit in the World, tili
chriftianity was eftablifhed. The founda-
tions of this fyftem being laid partly in

thefe
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thefe hiftories, and in the prophecics join-
ed to them or inferted in them, chriftianity
has refleöed back upon them an authority
which they had not before, and this au¬
thority has prevailed wherever chriftianity
has fpred. Both Jews and Chriftians hold
the fame books in great veneration, whilft
each condemns the other for not under-i
ftanding, or for abufing them. Butl ap-
prehend that the zeal of both has done
much hurt , by endeavouring to extend
their authority much farther than is necef-
fary for the fupport perhaps of Judaifm, but
to be fure of chriftianity. I explain myfelf
that I may pffend no pious ear.

Simon, in the preface to his critical hir
ftory of the old teftament, qites a divine of
the faculty of Paris, who held that the in-
fpirations of the authors of thofe books,
which the church receives as the word of
God, llaöuld be extended no farther than
to matters purely of dödtrine, or to fuch
as have a near and necefiary relation tp

thefe j.
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thefe; and that whenever thefe authors
writ on other fubjefts, fuch as Egyptian,
Affyrian, or other hiftory, they had no
more of the divine affiftance than any other
perfons of piety. This notion of infpira-
tions that came occafionally, that illumi-
nated the minds and guided the hands of
the facred pen-men while they were writ-
ing one page, and reftrained their influence
whlle the fame authors were writing ano-
ther , rnay be cavilled againfh and vvhat
isthere that may not ? Butfurely itdeferves
to be treated with refpeft, fince it tends to
eftablifli a diftincüon between the legal,
doörinal , or prophetical partsof the bible,
and the hiftorical: without which diftinc-
tion it is impoffible to eftablifh the firft,
as evidently and as folidly as the interefts
of religion require : at leaft it appears
impoffible to me, after having examined
and confidered, as well as I -am able, all
the trials of this kind that have been made
by fubtile as well as learned men. The

■old is faid to be the foundation of the new?
and
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and fo it is in one fenfe: the fyftem öf re-
ligion contained in the latter refers to the
fyftem of religion contained in the former,
and fuppofes the truth of it. Bnt the au¬
thority on which we receive the books of
thenew teftament isfo far from being found-
ed on the authority of the old teftament,
that it is quite independent on it : the new
being proved, gives authority to the old, but
borrows none from it ; and gives this au¬
thority to the particular parts only. Chrift
came to fulfill the prophecies; but not to
confecrate all the written, any more than
the oral, traditions of the Jews. We muß
believe thefe traditions as far as they relate
to chriftianity, as far as chriftianity refers
tothem , or fuppofes them necefläry; but
we can be under no Obligation to believe
them any farther, fince without chriftianity
we ftiould be under no Obligation to believe
them at all.

It has been faid by Abbadie , and o-
thers, cc That the accidents which have

" happened



öf the Study of History . q£

!£ happened to alter the texts of the bible,
" and to disfigure, if I may fay fo, the
" fcriptures in many refpects, could not
" have been prevented vvithouta perpe-
" tual ftanding miracle, and that a perpe-
" tual ftanding miracle is not in the order
<c of providence." Now I can by no
means fubfcribe to this opinlon. It feems
.evident to my reafon that the very contrary
muft be true ; if we fuppofe that God adts
towards men according to the moral fitnefs
of things : and if we fuppofe that he aäs
arbitrarily, we can form no opinion at all.
I think that thefe accidents would not have

happened, or that the fcriptures would have
been preferved entirely in their genuine pu-
rity notwithftanding thefe accidents, if
they had been entirely diclated by the Holy
Ghoft : and the proof of this probable pro-
polition, according to our cleareft and mo-ft
diftincl; ideas of wifdom and moral fitnefs,
is obvious and eafy. But thefe fcriptures
are not fo come down to us : they are eome
down broken and confufed, füll of addi-

-tions,
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tions, intcrpölations, arid tranfpofition?,
made we neither know when, nor by
whorri; and fueh, in fhort; äs never ap-
peared on the face of any other book, Ön
whofe authority men have agreed to rely.

This being fö, my loird, whät hypothe-
fis fhall we follow ? Shall we adhere to
fome fuch diftinclion asI have mentioned?
Shall we Tay, for inftance, thät the fcrip-
tures were written originally by the authors
to whom ; they äre vulgarly afcribed, but
that thefe authors writ nöthing by infpira-
tion, except the legal, the dodlrinal, and
the prophetical parts, and that in every
other refpedt their authority is pUrely hu¬
man, and therefore fallible ? Or fhall we
fay that thefe hiftories are nothing more
than compilations of old traditions, and
abridgments of old records, made in later
times, as they appear to every one who
reads them without preponefiion, and
with attention ? Shall we add, that which
ever of thefe probabilities be true , we may

3 believe
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believe, confiftently with either, notwith-
ftanding the decifion of any divines, who
know no more than you or I, or any other
man, oftheorderof providence, that all
thofe pärts and paffages of the old tefta-
ment, which contäin prophecies or mat¬
ters of law or do&rine, and which were
from the firft of fuch importance in the
defigns of providence to all future genera-
tions and even to the whole race of man-
kind, have been from the firft the peculiar
care of providence? Shall we infift that
fuch particular parts and paffages, which
are plainly marked out and fufficiently con-
firmed by the fyftem of the Chriftian re-
velation, and by the completion of the
prophecies, have been preferved from cor-
ruption by ways impenetrable to us, amidft
all the changes aud chances to which the
books wherein they are recorded have been
expofed? And that neither original writers,
nor later Compilers, have been fuffered to
makeanyelTentialalterations, fuchas would
have falfifyed the law of God and the

Vol . I. H pririciples
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pririciples of the Jewifh and Chriftian re-
ligions, in any of thefe divine fundamental
truths ? Upon fuch hypothefes, we may
affert without fcruple, that the gene-
älogies änd hiftories of the old teftamento

are in no refpedt fufficient foundations
for a chronology from the beginning
of time, nor for Univerfal hiftory. But
then the fame hypothefes will fecure the
infallibility of fcripture authority as far as
religiön is cöncernod. Faith and reafon
may be reconciled a little better than they
commonly are. I may deny that the old
teftament is tranfffiitted to us under all the
conditions of an authentic hiftory, and yet
be at liberty to maintain that the paffages
in it which eftablifh original fin, which
feem favourable to the dodlrine of the Tri-
nity, which fdretell the coming of th&
Meffiah, and all others of fimilar kind,
arecome down to us as they were original-
ly didtated by the Holy Ghofh

In
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In attributing the whole credibility of
the old teftament to the authority of the
nevv, and in limiting the aüthenticity of
the jewhh fcriptures to thofe parts alone
that concern law, dodtrina and prophecy,
by which their chronology and the far
greateft part of their hiftory are excluded,
I will venture to afTure your lordfhip that
I do not aflume, fo much as is aflumed in
every hypothefis, that affixes the divine
feal of infpiration to the whole canon; that
refts the whole proof on Jewifh veracity,
and that pretends to account particularly
and politively for the defcent of thefe an-
tient writings in their prefent ftate.

Another reafon, for which I havein-
fifted the rather on the diftinftion fo often.
mentioned, is this. I think we may find
very good foundation for it even in the
bible : and tho this be a point very lit-
tle attended to, and much difguifed, it
wouldnot be hard to fliew, upon great in-
ducements of probability, that the law and

H 2 ths
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the hiftory were far from being blended
together as they now ftand in the penta-
teuch, even from the time of Moses down
to that of Esdras. Bi.it the principal and
decifive reafon for feparating in fuch man¬
ner the legal, dodtrinal and prophetical
parts, from the hiftorical, is the neceffity
of having fome rule to go by : and I pro-
teft I know of none that is yet agreed up-
on. I content myfelf therefore to fix my
opinion concerning the authority of the old
teftament in this manner, and carry it thus
far only. We muft do fo, or we muH
enter into that labyrinth of difpute and
contradiction, wherein even the moft or¬
thodox Jews and Chriftians have wander-
cd fo many ages, and ftill wander. It is
ftrange but it is true ; not only the Jews
differ from the Chriftians, but Jews and
Chriftians both differ among themfclves,
concerning almoft every point that is ne-
ceflary to be certainly known and agreed
upon, in order to eftablifh the authority
of books which both have received already

2 as
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as authentic and facred. So that who-

ever takes the pains to read what learned
men have writ on this fubjecl will find that
they leave thc matter as doubtfal as they
took it up. Who were the authors of
thefe fcriptures, when they were pub-
lifhed, how they were compofed and pre-
ferved, or renewed, to ufe a remarkable
exprefilon of the famous Hüf t in his de-
monftration; in fine, how they were lort
during the captivity, and how they were
retrieved after it, are all matters of contro-
verly to this day.

It would be eafy for me to defcend
into a greater detail, and to convinceyour
lordfhip of what I have been faying in ge-
neral by an indudlion of particulars, even
without any other help than that of a few
notes which I took when I applyed myfelf
tothis examination, and which now lye be-
fore me. But fuch a digreflion would
carry me too far : and I fear that you will
think I have faid already more than enough

H 3 upoi\
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upon this part of my fubjecl. I go on
therefore to obferve to your lordfhip, that
if the hirtory of the old teftäment was as
exaä: and as authentic, as the ignorance
and impudence of fome rabbies bave made
them afiert that it is: if we could believe
with them that Moses wrote every fyllable
in the pentateuch as it now fcands, or that
all the pfalms were written by David :
jiay, if we could believe, with Philo and
Jos eph us, that Moses Wrote the account
of his own death arid fepulture, and made
a fort of a funeral panegyric on himfelf,
as we find them in the laft chapter of
Deuteronomy ; yet füll would I venture
to afTert, that he whö expects to find a
fyftem of chronolögy, or a thread of hi-
ftory, or fufficient materials for elther, in
the books of the old teftament, expecls to'
find what the authors of thefe books, who-
ever they were, never intended. They
are extratts of genealogies, not genealo-
gies; exträös of hiftories, not hiftories.
The 'Jews themfelves aliöw their genealo-

' t ' " " \ gics
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gies to be very imperfect, and produce
examples of omimons and errors in them,
which denote fufficiently that thefe genea-
logies areextra&s, wherein every genera-
tion in the courfe of defcent is not menti-

oned. I have red fomewhere, perhaps in

the works of St, Jerome , that this father

juflifies the opinion of thofe vvho think it
impoffible to fix any certain chronology
on that of thebible : and this opinion will
be jufiifyed ftill better, to theundenftand-
ing of every man that coniiders how grofly
the Jews blunder whenever they meddle
with chronology ; for this piain reafon,
becaufe their fcripturcs are imperfedl: in this
refpecl, and becaufe they rely on their
oral, to rectify and fupply their written,
traditions. That is, they rely on traditi-
ons compiled long after the canon of their
fcriptures, but deemed by them of eoLual
antiquity and authority. Thus f*r inftance;
Daniel and Simon the juft , aceording to
them, were members at the fame time of

\he great fynagogue which began and
' H 4 finifhed
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finifhed the canon of the old teftament,
underthe prefidency of Esdras . This
Esdbas was the prophet Malachi . Da^
Riusthe fon of Hystaspes was Artax-
erxesLongimanus ; he wasAh asuerus,
and he was the fame Darius whorn
Alexander conquered. This may ferve
asa fample of Jewifh chronology, formed
on their fcriptures which afFord infbfficient
lights, and on their traditions which afFord
falfe lights. We are indeed more correft,
and come nearer to the truth in thefe in-
ftances, perhaps in fome others, becaufe
we make ufe of profane chronology to help
us. But profane chronology is itfelf fo
modern, fo broken, and fo precarious,

•that this help does not reach tp the greateft
part of that time to which facred chrono¬
logy extends; that when it begins to help,
it begins to perplex us tooj and finally, that
even witlj this help we fhould not have
had fo much as the appearance of a com-,
plete chronological fyftem, and the fame
may be faid of Univerfal hiftory, jf learned

. ' men,

«
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men had not proceeded very wifely, 011
one uniform maxim, from the firft ages
of chriftianity, whenacuftom of fandtify»
ing prophane learning, as well as prophane
rites, which the Jews had imprudently
]aid afide, was taken up by the Chriftians.
The maxim I mean is this, that prophane
authority be admitted without fcruple or
doubt, whenever it fays, or whenever it
can be made to fay, if not totidem verbis,
yet totidem fyllabis, or totidem literis
at leaft, or whenever it can be made by
any Interpretation to mean, what confirms,
or fupplies in a confiftent manner, the holy
writ ; and that the fame authority be re-r
jecled, when nothing of this kind can be
done, but the contradiäion or inconfift-
ency remains irreconcileable. Such a liber-
ty as this would not be allowed in any other
cafe; becaufe it fuppofes the very thing
that is to be proved. But we fee it taken,
very properly to be fure, in favour of fa-
cred and infallible writings, when they are
compargd with others..

In
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In order to perceive with the utmoft
evidence, that the fcope and defign of the
author or authors of the pentateuch, and
of the other books of the old teftament,
anfwer as little the purpofe of antiquaries,
in hiftory, as in chronology, it will be
fufficient briefly to call to mind the fum of
what they relate, from the creation of the
world to the eftablifhment of the Perfian
empire. If the antediluvian world con-
tinued one thoufand fix hundred and fifty
fix years, and if the vocation of Abraham
is to be placed four hundred and twenty fix
years below the de'luge, thefe twenty cen-
turies make almofttwo thirds of the period
mentioned : and the whole hiftory of them
is comprized in eleven fhprt chapters of
Genefis; whichis certainly the rnoft com-
pendious extrad: that ever was made. If
we examine the Contents of thefe chapters,
do we find any thing like an univerfal
hiftory, or fo much as an abridgment of
it ? Adam and Eve were created, they
broke the commandment of God , they

were
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were driven out of the garden of Eden,
one of their fons killed his brother, buü

their race foon multiplyed and peopled the
earth. What geogräphy now have we,
vvhat hiftory of this antediluvian world ?
Why none. The fons of God, it is faid,
}ay with the daughters of men, and begot
giants, and God drowned all the inhabi-
tantsof the earth, except one family. After
this v/e read that the earth was repeopled;
but thefechildrenof one family weredivided'
into feveral languages, even whilfl: they
lived together, fpoke the fame language,
änd were employed in the fame work.
Out of one of the countries into which

they difperfed themfelves, Chaldaea, God
called Abraham fome time afterwards,
with magnificent promifes, and conducled
him to a couhtry called Chanaan. Did
this author, my lord, intend an univerfal
hiftory ? Certainly not. The tenth chap-
ter of Genefis names indeed fome of the

generations defcending from the fons of
Noah , fome of the cities founded, and

fome
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fome of the countries planted by them.
But what are bare names, naked of cir-
cumftances, without defcriptions of coun¬
tries, or relations of events? They furnifh.
matter only for guefs and difputej and
even the fimilitude of them, which is often
ufed as a clue to lead us to the difcovery of
hiftorical truth , has notorioufly contributed
to propagate error, and to encreafe the
perplexity of ancient tradition. Thefe
imperfe£t and dark accounts have not fur-
nifhed matter for guefs and difpute alone,
but a much worfe ufe has been made of
them by Jewifli rabbies, Chriftian fathers,
and Mahometan dodlors, in their prophane
extenfions of this partof the Mofaic hiftory.
The creation of the firft man js defcribed
by fome, as if, Preadamites, they had
affifted at it. They talk of his beauty as
if they had feen him , of his gigantic fize
as if they had meafured him, and of his
prodigious knowledge as if they had con-
verfed with him. They point out the
yery fpot where Eve laid her head them
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firft time he enjoyed her. They have •
minutes of the whole converfation between
this mother of mankind, who damned
her children before fhe bore them, and
the ferpent. Some are pofitive that Cain
quarrelled with Abel about a point of
doclrine, and others affirm that the difpute
arofe about a girl. A great deal of fuch
ftuff may be eafily collecled about Enoch,
about Noah , and about the fons of No-
ah ; but I wave any farther mention of
fuch impertinencies as Bonzes or Tala?
poins would almoft blufh to relate. Up-
on the whole matter, if we may guefs at
the defign of an author by the Contents of
his book ; the defign of Moses, or of the
author of the hiftory afcribed to him in
this part of it, was to inform the people of
Ifrael of their defcent from Noah by Sem,
and of Noah 's from Adam by Seth ; to
illuftrate their original} to eftablifh their
claim to the land of Chanaan, and to juftify
all the cruekies committed by Joshua in
the conqueft of the Chanaanites, in whom,

föys
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fays Bochart , " theprophecy of Noah
" was com'pleted, when they were fub-
" dued by the Ifraelites, who had been fo
" long flaves to the Egyptians."

Allow me to make, as I gö along, a
{hört renedtion or two on this prophecy,
and the completion of it, as they ftand
^ecorded in the pentateuch, out of many
that might be made. The terms of the
prophecy then are not very clear : and the
curfe pronounced in it contradids all our
notions of order and of juftice. One is
tempted to think , that the patriarch was
Äill drunk ; and that no man in his fenfes
could hold fuch language, or pafs fuch a
fentence. Certain it is, that no writer but
a Jew could impute to the oeconomy of
divine providence the accomplifhment of
fuch a predidion , nor make the fupreme
Being the executor of fuch a curfe.

Ham alone offended: Chanaan was
innocentj for the Hebrew and other doc-

3 tors,
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tors, who Would make the fon an accom-
plice with his farher, affirm not only with-
oat, but againft, the exprefs authority of
the text. Chanaan was however alone

curfed : and he became, according to his
grandfather's prophecy, " a ferVant of
<e fervants, " that is, the vileft and worft
of flaves(for I take thefe vvords in a fenfe^
if not the moft natural, the moft favour-
able to the prophecy;, and the leaft ab-
furd) to Sem, tho not to Japhet , when
the Ifraelites conquered Palefüne; to one
of his undles, not to his brethreh . Will
it be faid—it has beenfaid— thät where we
read Chanaan , we are to underfland
Ham , whofe brethren Sem and Japhet
were? At this rate, we fhall never know
what we read: as thefe critics never care

what they fay. Will it be faid— this has
been faid too—-that Ham was punifhed in
hispofterity , when Chan aan was curfed,
änd his defcendants were exterminated.
But who döes not fee that the eurfe, and
the punifhment, in this cafe, feil on Cha¬

naan
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naan and his pofterity, exclufively of thc
reft of the pofterity of Ham ; and were
therefore the curfe and purtifhment of the
fon, not of the father, properly ? The de-
fcendants of Mesraim , another of his
fons, were the Egyptians: and they were
fo far from being fervants of fervants to
their coufins the Semites, that thefe were
fervants of fervants to them, during more
than fourfcore years. Why the pofterity
of Chanaan Was to be deemed an ac-
curfed race> it is eafy to account j and I
have mentioned it juft now. But it is not
fo eafy to account, why the pofterity of
the righteous Sem, that great example of
filial reverence, became flaves to another
branch of the family of Ham.

It would not be worth while to length-
en this tedious letter, by fetting down any
more of the Contents of the hiftory of the
bible. Your lordfhip may pleafe to call
the fubftance of it to your mind, and your
native candor and love of truth will oblige

you
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you then to confefs, that thefe facred books
do not aim in any part of them at any thing
like univerfal chronology and hiftory.
They contain a very imperfed: account of
the Ifraelites themfelves; of their fettle-
ment in die land of promife, of which,
by the way, they never had entire, and
learce ever peaceable poßeffion; of their
divifions, apoftalies, repentances, relapfes,
triumphs, and defeats, under the occaft-
onal governmentof their judges, and un¬
der that of their kings ; of the Galilean
and Samaritan captivities, into which they
were carried by the kings of Aflyria, and
of that which was brought on the remnant
of this people when the kingdom of Judah
wasdeftroyedbythofe princes who govern-
ed the empire founded on the union of Ni-
niveh and Babylon. Thefe things are all re¬
lated, your lordfhip knows, in a very fum-
mary and confufed manner: and we learn
fo little of other nations by thefe accounts,
that if we did not borrow fome light from,
fche traditions of other nations, we fhould

Vol . I. I fcarce
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fcarce underftand them . One particular
obfervation, and but one, I will make, ta
fhow whät knowledge in the hiftory of
mankind, and in the computation of time,
niay be expedted-from thefe books. The
Aflyrians were their neighbours, powerful
neighbourSj with whom they had much
and long to do. Of this empire therefore,
if of any thing, we might hope to find
Ihme latisfactory accounts. What do we
find ? The fcripture takes no notice of any
Äflyrian kingdom, tili juft before the time
when prophane hiftory makes that empire
to end. Then we hear of Phul , of Teg-
i.ath -PmalasseRj who was perhaps the
fame perfon, and of Salmanaser , who
took Samaria in the twelfth of the aera of
Nabon asser , that is3 twelve years after
the Äflyrian empire was no more. Sena-
cherib fucceeds to him, and Asserhad -»
don to Senacherib . What fhall we fay
to this apparent eontrariety? If the filence
of the bible creates a ftrong prefumption
againft the ftrft, may not the filence of pro¬

phane,
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phane authörity create fome againft tha
fecond Aflyrian monarchs? The pains thät
are taken to perfuade, thät there is roörri.
enougfrbetween SardanApalus and Cy-
Rtrs for the fecond, will not refolve the
difficulty. Something müch ölöre plaüfi-
ble may be faid, but even this will be hy-
potheticäl, and liable to great contradiclion.
So tbat upon the whöle matter, the fcrip-
tureS"äffe4 fö' fäf fforn glvirig us HghTinto
general hiftory* thät they encreaie the ob-
fcurity even of thofe parts to whieh they
have the neareft relation. We have there-
fore neither in prophäne nor in facred au-
thors fuch authentic, clear, diftincl:, and
füll accounts of the Originals of antient na-
tions, and of the great events of thofe ages
that are commonly called the firft ages, as
deferve to gö by the name of hiilory, or as
afford fufficient materials for chronology
and hiftory.

I might now proceed to obferve to
your lordfhip how this has happened, not

I 2 only
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only by the necefläry confequences of hu¬
man nature, and the ordinary courfe of
human affairs, but by the policy, artifice,
corruption and folly of mankind. But this
would be to heap digreffion upon digreffi-
on, and to prefume too much on your
patience. I mall therefore content myfelf
to apply thefe refledtions on the ftate of an-
tient hiftory to the ftudy of hiftory, and to
the method to be obferved in it ; asfoon as
your lordfhip has refted yourfelf a little
after reading, and I after writing fo long a
letter.

O F
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Study of History.

LETTER IV.

I . That there is in hiftory fufficient autheo-
ticity to render it ufeful, notwithflanding
all objedtions to the contrary.

II . Of the method and due reftri&ions to

be obferved in the ftudy of it.

WHETHER the letter I now be-

gin to write will be long or fhort,
I know not : but I find my memory is re-
freflied, my imagination warmed, and mat¬
ter flows in fo faft upon me, that I have
not time to prefs it clofe. Since therefore
you have provoked me to write, you muft
be content to take what follows.

I have obferved already thatwe are apt
naturally to apply to our felves what ha?

I 3 happened
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happened to other men, and that examples
taketheir force from hence; as well thofe
which hiftory, as thofe which experience,
öfters to pur reflexion. What we do not
believe to have happened therefore, we
fhall not thusapply : and for want of the
fame application, fuch examples will not
have the fame effe£t Antient hiftory, fuch
antient hiftory as I have defcribed, is quite
unfit therefore in this refpe6l to anfwer the
ends that every reafonable man fhould prp-
pofe to himfelf in this ftudy ; becaufe fuch
antient hiftory will never gain fufücient
credit wich any reafonable man. A tale
well told, or a comedy or a tragedy well
wrought up, may have a niomentary eftedt
lipon the rnind, by heating the irnagina-
tion , furprizing the judgment , and afted-
ing ftrongly the paftlons. The Atheni-
ans are faid to have been tranfported into
a kind of ma,rtial phrenzy by the reprefen-
tation of a tragedy of Aeschylus , and to
have marched under this influence from
the theatre to the plains of Marathon,
Thefe momentary impreffions might be

managed
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managed, for aught I know, in fuch man¬
ner as to contribute a little, by frequent re-
petitions of them , towards maintaining a
kind of habitual contempt of folly, detef-
tation of vice, and admiration of virtue in
well-policed common-wealths. But then
thefe impreffions cannot be made, nor this
little effect be wrought , unlefs the fables
bear an appearance of truth . When they
bear this appearance, reafon connives at
the innocent fraud of imagination ; rea¬
fon difpenfes, in favour of probability,
with thofe fcricl: rules of criticifm that fhe

has eftablimed to try the truth of fadl: bat
after all, fhe receives thefe fables as fables;
and as fuch only fhe permits imagination
to make the moft of them . If they pre-
tended to be hiftory, they would be foon
fubje&ed to another and more fevere ex-
amination. What may have happened,
is the matter of an ingenious fable : what
has happened, is that of an authentic hi¬
ftory : the impreffions which one or the
other makes are in proportion. When
Imagination grows lawlefs and wild, ram-

I 4 bk&
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bles out of the precin&s of nature, ahd
teils of heroes and giants, fairies and en-
chanters, of events and of phaenomena re-
pugnant to univerfal experience, to our
cleareft and mofl: diftind: ideas, and to all
the known laws of nature, reafon does
not connive a moment .; but far from re-
ceiving fuch narrations as hiftorical, fhc
rejefts them as unworthy to be placed
even among the fabulous. Such narrati¬
ons therefore cannot make the flighteft
momentary impreffions, on a mind fraught
with knowledge, and void of fuperfütion.
Impofed by authority, and afiifted by arti-
fice, the delufion hardly prevalls over com¬
mon fenfe; blind ignorance almoft fees,
and rafh fuperftition hefitates : nothing
lefsthan enthufiafm and phrenzy can give
credit to fuch hiftories, or apply fuch ex-
amples. Don Qu ixote believedj but even
Sancho doubted.

What I have faid will not be much con-
troverted by any man who has read Ama-
Dis of Gaul, or has examined our antient

tradi-
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traditions without prepoffemon. The truth
is, the principal difference between them
feems to be this. In Amadis of Gaul, we
have a thread of abfurdities that are in-
vented without any regard to probability,
and that lay no claim to belief: antient
traditions are an heap of fables, under
which fome particular truths, infcrutable,
and therefore ufelefs to mankind, may lie
concealed; which have a juft pretence to
nothing more, and yet impofe themfelves
upon us, and become under the venerable
name of antient hiftory the foundations
of modern fables; the materials with
which fo many fyftems of fancy have been
erected.

But now, as men are apt to carry thelr
judgments into extremes, there are fome
that will be ready to infift that all hiftory
is fabulous, and that the very beft is no¬
thing better than a probable tale, artfully
contrived, and plaunbly told, wherein
truth and falfhood are indiftinguilhably
blended together. All the inftanceSj and

all
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all the common-place arguments, that
Ba yle and others have employed to eftab-
lilh this fort of Pyrrhonifm, will be quoted:
and from thence it will be concluded, that
if the pretended hiitöries of the firft ages,
and of the Originals of nations, be too im¬
probable and too ill vouched to procure
any degree of belief, thofe hiftories that
have been writ later, that carry a greater
air of probability and that boaft even co-
temporary authority» are at leaft infumci-
ent to gain that degree of firm belief,
which is neceffary to render the ftudy of
them ufeful to mankind. But here that
happens which often happens: the premifes
are true, and the conclufion is falfej becaufe
a general axiom is eflablifhed precarioufly
on a certain number of partial obfervations.
This matter is of confequence; for it tends
to afcertain the degrees of affent that we
may give to hiftory.

I agree then that hiftory has been
purpofely and fyftematically falfified in all
ages, and that partiality and prejudice have

occaüoned,



Ofthe Study ofHiSTORY. 123

©ccafioned both voluntary and involuntary
grrors even in the beft. Let me fay with-
out ofFence, my lord, fince I may fay it
with truth and am able to prove it, that
ecclefiaftical authority has led the way
to this corruption in all ages, and all re-
ligions. ,How monftrous were the abfur-
dities that the prieffchood impofed on the
ignorance and fuperftition of mankind in
the Pagan world, concerning the Originals
pf religions and governments, their infti-
tutions and rites, their lavvs and cuftoms ?
What opportunities had they for fuch im-
pofitions, vvhilft the keeping the records
and colledting the traditions, was in fo ma-
ny nations the peculiar office of this order
of men ? A cuftom highly extolled by
Josephus , but plainly liable to the groff-
eft frauds, and even a temptation to them.
}f the foandations of Judaifm and Chrifti-
anity have been laid in truth , yet what
numberlefs fables have been invented to
raife, to embelliih and to fupport thefe
ftrudures , according to the intereft and
talle of the feveral architecls? That the

Jews,



224 LETTER IV.

Jews have been guilty of this will be allow-
ed : and to the flhame of Chriftians, if not
of Chriftianity, the fathers of one church
have no right to throw the firft ftone at the
fathers of the other. Deliberate fyftema-̂
tical lying has been practifed and encöu-
raged from age to age; and among all
the pious frauds that have been employed
to maintain a reverence and zeal for their
Religion in the minds of men, this abufe
of hiftory has been one of the principal
and raoft fuccefsful: an evident and ex-
perimental proof, by the way, of what I
have infifted upon fo much , the aptitude
and natural tendency of hiftory to form
our opinions, and to fettle our habits. This
righteous expedient was in fo much ufe
and repute in the Greek church , that one
Metaphrastus wrote a treatife ön the
art of compofing holy romances: the fad,
if I remember right , is cited by Bail-
let in his book of the lives of the faints.
He , and other learned men of the Roman
Church, have thought it of fervice to their
caufe, fince the refurreäion of letters, to

dcteft
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detedt fome impoftures, and to depofe, or
to un-niche according to the French ex-
preßion, now and then a reputed faint;
but they feem indoing this to mean no more
than a fort of compofition: they give up
fome fables that they may defend others
with greater advantage, and they make
truthferve as a ftalking-horfe to error. The
fame fpirit, that prevailed in the Eaftern
church , prevailed in the Wettern , and pre-
vails ftill. A ftrong proof of it appeared
lately in the country where I am. A fud-
den fury of devotion feized the people of
Paris for a little prieft *, undiftingniftied
during his life, and dubbed a faint by the
Janfenifts after his death. Had the firft
Minifter been a Janfenift, the faint had
been a faint ftill. All France had kept his
feftival: and, fmce there are thöufands of
eye-witneffes ready to atteft the truth of all
themiraclesfuppofed to have been wrougbt
at his tomb, notwithftanding the difcou-
ragementwhichthefezealots have metwith

* The abbe Paris,

from
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from the government; we may alFure out
felves, that thefe filly impoftures would
have been tranfmitted in all the folemn
pomp of hiftory, from the knaves of this
age to the fools of the next.

This lying fpirit has gone fofth from
ecclefiaftical to other hiftorians: and I
might fill many pages with inftances of
extravagant fables that have been invented
in feveral nations, to celebrate their anti-
quity, to ennoble their original̂ and tö
make them appear illuftrious in the arts of
peace and the triumphs of war, When
the brakris well heated, and devotion or
vanity, the femblanee of virtue or real vice^
and, aböveall , difputes and contefts, have
infpired that complieation of paflions we
term zeal, the' eftefts are much the fame,
and hiftory becomes very often a lying pa-
negyric or a lying faure ; för different na«
tions, or different parties in the fame nati-
orlj belie one another without any refpecl:
for truth , as they murder one another
without any regärd to right or fenfe of

i humanity,
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humanity. Religious zeal may boaft this
horrid advantage over civil zeal, that the
effeäs of it have been more fanguinary,
and the malice more unrelenting. In
another refpecT: they are more alike, and
keep a nearer proportion : difFerent religi-
ons have not been quite fo barbarous to
one another as fe£ts of the fame religion;
and in like manner nation has had better
quarter from nation, than party from party.
But, in all thefe controverfies, men have
puflied their rage beyond their own and
their adverfaries lives: they have endea-
voured to intereft pofterity in their quar-
reis, and by rendering hiftory fubfervient
to this wicked purpofe, they have done
their utmoft to perpetuate fcandal, and to
immortalize their animofity. The Hea-
then taxed the Jews even with idolatry; the
Jews joined with the Heathen to rendcr
Chriftianity odious: but the church, who
beat them at their own weapons during
thefe contefts, has had this further triumph
over them, as well as over the feveral fecls
that have arifen within her own pale; the

works
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works of thofe who have writ agalnft her
have been deftroyed; and whatever fhe
advanced, to juftify her felf and to defame
her adverfaries, is preferved in hejr annalss
and the writings of her dodtors.

The charge of corrupting hiftory, in the
caufe of religion, has been always com-
mitted to the moft famous champions, and
greatefi: faints of each church ; and if I
was not more afraid of tiring, than of fcan-
dalizing your lordfhip, I could quote to
you examples of modern churchmen who
have endeavoured to juftify foul language
by the new teftament, and cruelty by the
old : nay, what is execrable beyond ima-
gination, and what ftrikes horror into every
mind that entertains due fentiments of th«
Supreme Being, God himfelf has been
cited for rallying and infulting Adam after
his fall. In other cafes, this charge be-
longs to the pedants of every nation, and
the tools of every party. What accufati-
ons of idolatry and fuperftition have not
been bcought, and aggravated againft the

■5 Mahometans?
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Mahometans? Thofe wretched Chiiftians
who returned from thofe wars, fo impro-
perly called the holy wars, rumoured thefe
ftories about the weft : and you may find,In fome of the old chroniclers and ro-
mance writers, as well as Poets, the Sara-
cens called Paynims; tho furely they were
much furthet off from any fufpicion of
polytheifm, than thofe who called them
by that name. When Mahomet the fe-
cond took Conftantinople in the fifteenth
Century, the Mahometans began to be a• •"
little better, and but a little better known,
than they häd been before, to thefe parts
of the world. But their religion, as well
as their cuftoms and manners, was ftrange-
ly mifreprefented. by the Greek refugees
thatfled from the Türks : and the terror and
hatced which this people had infpired by
the rapidity of their conquefts, and by their
ferocity, made all thefe mifreprefentations
univerfally pafs for truths . AI any fuch
inftances may be.colle&ed from -Morac-
cio 's refutation of the koran, and Re-
landus has publimed avery valuable trea-

Vol . I . K tife
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tife on purpofe to refute thefe ealumnies,
and to juftify the Mahometans. Does not
this example incline your lordfhip to think,
that theHeathens , and the Ariansand other
heretics, would not appear quite fo abfurd
in their opinions, nor fo abominable in their
pradlice, as the orthodox Chriftians have
reprefented them ; if fome Relandus
could arife, with the materials, neceffary
to their juftifkation3 in his hands? He who
reflec~ts on the circumftances that attended
letters, fromthe timewhenCoNSTANTiN£ ,
inftead of uniting the charaäers of emper-
or and fovereign pontifF in himfelf when he
became Chriftian, as they were united
in him and all the other emperors in the
Pagan lyftem of government, gave fo
much independent wealth and power to the
clergy, andthemeans of acquiring fo much
more : he who carries thefe refledtions on
through all the latter empire, and through
thofe ages of ignorance and fuperftition,
wherein it was hard to fay which was great-
eft, the tyranny of the clergy, or the fer-
vility of the laity : he who confiders the

extreme
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extreme feverity, for inftance, of the laws
madebyTHEODosiusinorder to ftifle every
Writing that the orthodox clergy, that is
the clergy then in fafhion, difliked; or the
character and influence of füch a prieft as
Gregory calledthegreat , whoproclaimed
war to all heathen learning in order to pro-
mote Chriftian verity; and flatteredBRUNE-
Hault , and abetted Phocas : he who
confiders all thefe things, I fay, will not
be at a lofs to find the reafons, why hiftory,
both that which was writ before, and a.
great part of that which has been writ fince
the Chriftian aera, is come to us fo imper-
fecT; and fo corrupt.

When the imperfeftion is due to a total
want of memorials, either becaüfe none
were originally written, or becaufe they
have been loft by devaftations of coun-
tries, extirpations of people, and other
accidents in a long courfe of time ; or be¬
caufe zeal, malice, and policy have join-
ed their endeavours to deftroy them pur-
pofely; wemuft be content to remain in

K 2 pur
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our ignorance, and there is no great harm
in that . Secure from being deceived, I can
fubmit to be uninformed. But when there
is not a total want of memorials, when
fome have been loft or deftroyed, and
others have been preferved and propagated,
then we are in danger of being deceived:
and therefore he muft be very implicit in-
deed vvho receives for true the hiftory of
any religion or nation, and much more that
of any fect or party, without having the
means of confronting it with fome other
hiftory. A reafonable man will not be
thus implicit. He will not eftablifh the
truth of hiftory on fingle, but on concur-
rent teftimonv." If there be none fuch, heJ .

will doubt abfolutely: if there be a little
fuch, he will proportion his affent or dif-
fent accordingly. A fmall gleam of light,
borrowed from foreign anecdotes, ferves
often to difcover a whole fyftem of falf-
hood : and even they, who corrupt hiflory,
frequently betray themfelves by their igno¬
rance or inadvertency. " Examples where-
of I could eafily produce. Upon the

whole
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whole matter , in all tbefe cafes, we can-
not be deceivedeffentially, unlefs we pleafe:
and therefore there is no realbn to eftab-

lifh Pyrrhonifm, that we may avoid the
ridicule of credulity.

In all other cafes, there is lefs reafon ftill
to do fo; for when hiftories and hiftorical
memorials abound, even thofe that are falfe
ferve to the difcovery of the truth . Infpired
by different paffions, and contrived for op-
pofite purpofes, they contradiclj and, con-
tradicling, they convicl one another. Cri-
ticifm feparates the ore from the drofs, and
extradfs fromvariousauthors a feries of true

•hiftory, which could not have been found
entire in any one of them, and will com-
mand our affent, when it is formed with
judgment , and reprefented with candor.
If this may b@done, as it has been done
fometimes, with the help of authors who
writ on purpofe to deceive; how much
more eafily, and more erFedually, may it
be done with the help of thofe who paid a
greater regard to truth ? In a multitude of

K 3 writers
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writers there will be always fome, either
incapable of grofs prevarication from the
fear of being difcovered, and of acquiring
infamy whilft they feek for fame; or elfe
attached to truth upon a nobler and furer
principle. It is certain that thefe, even the
laft of them, are fallible. Bribed by fome
paflion orother , the former may venture
flow and then to propagate a falfhood, or
to difguife a truth ; like the painter that
drew in profile, as Lucian fays, the pio
Iure of a prince that had but one eye.
Montagne objedts to the memorials of
'Du Bellay , that thq the grofs of the
fadts be truly related, yet thefe authors
turned every thing they mentioned to the
advantage of their mafter, and mentioned
nothing which could not be fq turned . The
old fellow's words are worth quoting.— :—
" De contourner lejugementdes evenemens
" fouvent contre raifona. notre avantage, &
ci d' obmettre tout ce qu 'il y a de chafou-
" illenx en la vie de leur maitre, ils en
s< font meftier." Thefe , and fuch as thefe,
(Eteyiate occafionally and voluntarily from

truth j



\

Of the Study of History . 135

truth ; but even they, who are attached to
it the moft religioufly, may Aide fometimes
into involuntary error. In matters of hi-
ftory we prefer very juftly cotemporary
authority ; and yet cotemporary authors
are the moft liable to be warped from the
ftrait rule of truth , in writing on fubjedls
which have affected them ftrongly, " &
" quorum pars magna fuerunt." I am fo
perfuaded of this, from what I have feit
in my felf, and obferved in others, that if
life and health enough fall to my fhare,
and I am able to finifh what I meditate, a
kind of hiftory, from the late queen's ac-
ceffionto the throne , tothepeace of Utrecht,
there will be no materials that i fhall ex-

amine more fcrupuloufly and feverely, than
thofe of the time when the events to be

fpoken of were in tranfa&ion. But thq
the writers of thefe two forts, both of
whom pay as much regard to truth as the
various infirmities of our nature admit,
are fallible ; yet this fallibility will not be
fufficient tö give color to Pyrrhonifm.
Where their fincerity as to fad is doubtful,
we ftrike out truth by the confrontation

K 4
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of diffcrent accounts: as we ftrike out fparks
of fire by the collifion of flints and fteel.
Where their judgments are fufpicious of
partiality, we mayjudge for our felves; or
adopt their judgments, after weighing them
with certain grains of allowance. A little
natural fagacity will proportion thefe grains,
acccrding to the particular circumftances of
the authors, or their general charaders ;
for even thefe influence. Thus Mon-
tagne pretends, but he exaggerates a
little, that Gu icc ;ardin no where afcribes
any oneaclion to a virtuous, but every one
to a vicious principle. Somethinglike this
hasbeenreproached toTACiTus : and not-
withftanding all the fprightly loofe obfer-
vations of Montagne in one of his elfays
where he labours to prove the contrary,
readPLUTARCH'scomparifons in what lan-
guage you pleaie, I am of Bodin 's mind,
you will perceive that they were made by
a Greek . In fhort, my lord, the favour-
able opportunities of corrupting hiftory
have been often interrupted, and are now
over in fo many countries, that truth pe-

petrate§
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netrates even into thofe where lying con-
tinues ftill to be part of the policy ecclefi-
aftical and civil; or where , to fay the beft
we can fay, truth is never fuffered to ap-
pear, tili (he has paffed through hands, out
of which fhe feldom returns entire and un-
defiled.

But it is time I ihould conclude this
head, under which I have touched fome of
thofe reafons that fhew the folly of endea-
vouring to eftablifh univerfal Pyrrhonifm
in matters of hiftory, becaufe there are few
hiftories without fome lies, and nonewith-
out fome miftakesj and that prove the bo-
dy of hiftory which we poflefs, fince an-
tient memorials have been fo critically ex-
amined, and modern memorials have been
fo multiplied, to contain in it fuch a pro¬
bable feries of events, eafily diftinguifh-
able from the improbable, as forcethe affent
pf every man who is in his fenfes, and are
therefore fufficient to anfwer all tbe pur-
pofes of the ftudy of hiftory. I might have
appeaied perhaps, without entering into

the
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the argument at all, to any man of candor,
whether his doubts concerning the truth
of hiftory have hindered him from apply-
ing the examples he has met with in it,
and from judging of the prefent, and fome-
times of the future by the paft? whether
he has not been touched with reverence and
admiration, at the virtue and wifdom of
fome men, and of fome ages; and whether
he has not feit indignation and contempt
for others? whether Epaminondas , or
Phocion , for inftance, the Decii , or
the Scipios , have not raifed in his mind a
fiame of public fpirit, and private virtue?
and whether he has not muddered with
horrorat the profcriptions of Marius and
Sylla , at the treachery of Theodotus
and Achillas , and at the confummate
crueltyof an infantking ? " Quis non contra
" Marii arma,& contra Syllae profcrip-
" tionem concitatur ? Quis non Theodo-
' * To, & Achillae , & ipfi puero, non
tc puerile aufo facinus, infeftuseft ?" If all
this be a digreffion therefore, your lordfhip
will be fo good as to excufe it.

II . Wh at
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II . What has been faid concerning the
multiplicity of hiftories, and of hiftorical
memorials, wherewith our libraries abound
fince the refurredtion of letters happened,
and the art of printing began, puts me in
mind of another general rule, that ought
to be obferved by every man who intends
to make a real improvement, and to be-
come wifer as well as better, by the ftudy
of hiftory. I hinted at this rule in a for¬
mer letter, where I faid that we fhould
neither grope in the dark nor wander in
the light. Hiftory müft have a certain de-
gree of probability and authenticity, or the
examples we find in it will not carry a force
fufHcient to make due impreffitons on our
minds, nor to illuftrate nor to ftrengthen
the precepts of philofophy and the rules of
good policy. But befides, when hiftories
have this necefiary authenticity and proba¬
bility, there is much difcernment to be
employed in the choice and the ufe we
make of them . Some are to be red, fome
are to be ftudied; and fome may be neg-
Jeded entirely3 not only without detriment,

but
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but with advantage. Some are the proper
objedls of one man's curiofity, fome of
others, and fome of all men's; but all hi-
ftory is not an objecT: of curiofity for any
man. He who improperly, wantonly, and
abfurdly makes it fo, indulges a fort of ca-
nine appetite: the curiofity of one, l ĉe the
hunger of the other, devours ravenoufly and
without diftinction whatever falls in it's
way : but neither of tbem digefts. They
heap crudity upon crudity , and nourilh and
improve nothing but their diftemper. Some
fuch charadters I have known, tho it is not
the moft common extreme into which
men are apt to fall. One of them I knew
in this country. He joined, to a more than
athletic ftrength of body, a prodigious
memory ; and to both a prodigious induftry.
He had red almoft conftantly twelve or
fourteen hours a day, for five and twenty
or thirty years; and had heaped together
as much learning as could be crouded into
an head. In the courfe of my acquaint-
ance with him, I confulted him once or
twice, not oftener/ for I found this mafs

of
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of learning of as little ufe to me as to the
owner. The man was coramunicative

enough, but nothing was diftinct in his
miiid. How could it be otherwife? he

had never fpared time to think , all was era-
ployed in reading. His reafcn had not the
merit of common mechaniim. When you
prefs a watch or pull a clock, they anfweir
your queftion with precifion; for they re-
peat exa&ly the hour of the day, and teil
you neither more nor lefs than you defire
to know. But when you afked this man
a queftion, he overwhelmed you by pour-
ing forth all that the feveral terms or words
of your queftion recalled to his memory:
and if he omitted any thing , it was that
very thing to which the fenfe of thewhole
queftion fhould have led him and confined
him . To afk him a queftion, was to
wind upa fpring in his memory, that rattled
on with vaft rapidity, and confufed noife,
tili the force of it was fpent: and you went
away with all the noife in your ears,
ftunned and un-inform'd. I never left

him that I was not ready to fay to him,
* <c Dieu
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" Dieu vous fafie la grace de devenir irtoins
a fcavant!" a wim that La Mothe le
Vayer mentions upon fome occafion or
other, and that he would have done well
to have applyed to himfelf upon many.

He who reads with difcernment and
choice, will acquire lefs learning, but rrtore
knowledge: and as fhis knowledge is col-
lefted with defign, and cultivated with art
and method, it will be at all times of im-
mediate andready ufeto himfelf and others*

Thus ufeful arms in magazines we place,
All rang'd in order; and difpos'dwith grace:
Nor thus alone thecurious eye to pleafe;
But to be found, when need requiresj with eafe.

You remember the verfes, my lord, in
cur friend's eflay on criticifm, which was
the work of his childhood almoftj but
is fuch a monument of good fenfe and po-
etry as no other that I know has raifed in
his riper years.

He who reads without this difcernment
and choice, and, HkeBoDiN'spupil, refolves

4 to
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to read all, will not have tirne, no nor ca-

pacity neither, tp do any thing eife. Hc
will not be able to think , without which it

is impertinent to read5 nor to a&, without
which it is impertinent to think . He will
aflemble materials with much pains, and

purchafe them at much expence, and have
neither leifure nor fkill to frame them into

proper fcantlings, or to prepare them for
ufe. To what purpofe fhould be hufband
his time, or learn architeclure ? he has no

defign to build. But then to what purpofe
all thefe quarries of {tone, all thefe moun-
tains of fand and lime, all thefe forefts of

oak and deal? ct Magrlo impendio tem-

" porum, magna alienarum aurium molef-
<c tia , laudatio haec conftat, O hominem
" litteratum ! Simus hoc titulo rufticiore

" contenti, O virum bonum !" We mäy

add, and Seneca might have added in his

own ftile, and according to the manners
and charadters of his own age, another
title asruftic, and as little in fafhion, tc O

" virum fapientiä fua fimplicem, & fim-
" plicitate fua fapientem! O virum utilem

Gbig
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" fibi, fuis, reipublicae, & humano ge-
" neri !" I have faid perhaps already, but
no matter, it cannot be repeated too often,
that the drift of all philofophy, and of all
political fpeculations, ought to be the
making us better men, and better Citizens,
Thofe ftudies, which have no intention
towards fmproving our moral chara&ers,
have no pretence to be ftiled philofophi-
cal. " Quis eft enim," fays Tülly in
his offices, " qui nullis officii praeceptis
" tradendis, philofophumfeaudeatdicere ?"
Whatever political fpeculation, inftead of
preparing us to be ufeful to fociety and to
promote the happinefs of mankind, are
only fyftems for gratifying private arhbiti-
on , and promoting private interefts at the
public expence; allfuch , I fay, deferveto
be burnt , and the authors of them to
ftarve, like Machiavel , in a jail.

LETTER



[ H5 3

LETTER V.

I . The great ufe of hiftory, properly ß
called, as dißinguißedfrom the writings
ofmere annalifts and antiquaries.

II . Greek and Roman hißoriam.
III . Some idea of a complete hißory.

IV . Further cautions to be obfervedi?zthis
ßudy , and the regulation of it according
to the different profeffions, and fitüa-
tions of men: above all, the ufe to be
made of it (i ) by divines, and (2 ) by
thofe who are called to the fervke of their
country.

IRemember my laft letter ended ab-
ruptly , and a long interval has fince

paffed: fo that the thread I had then fpun
has flipt from me. I will try to recover
it, and to purfue the talk your lordfhip
has obliged me to continue. Befides the
pleafure of obeying your orders, it is"like-

L wife
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i of fome advantage to myfelf, to re-

y thoughts , and refume a ftudy
was conveffant formerly. For

>thing can je more true than that fay-
Ing of Solon reported by Plato , tho
. .liiured by him impertinently enough
in one of his wild books of laws— Aßdue
addijcens; ad feriiüm -venio. The truth
is, the moft knowing man in the courfe
of the longeft life, will have always much
to learn, and the wifeft and beft much to
improve . This rule will hold in the
knowledge and improvement to be ac¬
quired by the ftudy. of hiftory : and there-
fore even he who has gone to this fchool
in bis youth , mould not neglect it in his
age. " I read in Livy , faysMontaigne,
" what another man does not : and Flu-
tc tarch red there what I do not." Jufl
fo the fame man may read at fifty what
he did not read in the fame book at five

and. twcnty : at leaft I have found it fo,
by my own experience ou many occar-
fions.

By
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By comparing, in this ftudy, the ex-
perience of other men and other ages
with our own , we improve both : we
analyfe, as it were, philofophy. We re-
duce all the abftradt fpeculations of ethics,
and all the general rules of human po-
licy, to their firft principles. With thefe
advantages every man may, tho few men-
do, advance daily towards thofe ideas,
thofe increated elfences a Platonift would
fay, which no human creature can reach
in pradtice, but in the neareft approaches
to which the perfeclion of our nature
confifts : becaufe every approach of this
kind renders a man better , and wifer, for
himfelf , for his family, for the little Com¬
munity of his own country , and for the
great Community of the world. Be not
furprized, my Lord , at the order in which
I place thefe objefts . Whatever order
divines and moralifts, who contemplate
the duties belonging to thefe objecfs, may
place them in, this is the order they hold

L 2 in
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in nature : and I have always thought
that we might lead ourfelves and others
to private virtue, more effeftually by a
due obfervation of this order, than by

any of thofe fublime refinements that
pervert it.

Sclf-Love but ferves the virtuous mind to wake,

As the fmall pebble ftirs the peaceful lake :
The centre mov'd, a circle ftrait fucceeds,

- Anothcr ftill, and ftill another fpreads;
Friend, parent, lieighbour, firft it will embrace,
His country next, and next all human race.

So fings our friend Pope , my lord, and
fo I believe. So I mall prove too, if I
miftake not, in an epiftle I am about to
write to him , in order to complete a fet
that vvere writ fome years ago.

A man of my age, who returns to the
-ftudy of hiftory , has no time to lofe, be-
caufe he has little to live : a man of your

Lordfhip 's age has no time to lofe, be-
caufe he has much to do. For dirferent
reafons therefore the fame rules will fuit

US.
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us. Neither of us -muft grope in the
dark, neither of us muft wander in the
light . I have done the firft formerly a
good deal j ne verba mihi darentur ; ne
aliquid eße in hac. recdndita antiquitatis
fcientia magni ac fecreti boni judicaremus.
If you take my word, you will throw
none of your time away in the fame
mann er : and I fhall have the lefs regret
for that which I have mifpent, if I per-
fuade you to haften down from the broken
traditions of antiquity, to the more entire
as well as more authentic hiftories of ages
more modern . In the ftudy of thefe
we mall find many a complete feries of
events, preceded by a deduction of their
immediate and remote caufes, related in
their füll extent, and accompanied with
fuch a detail of circumftances, and cha-
radters, as may tranfpo'rt the attentive
reader back to the very time, make him
a party to the Councils, and an ador in
the whole fcene of affairs. Such draughts
as thefe, either found in hiftory or ex-

L 3 traded
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tra&ed by our own application from it,
and fuch alone, are truly ufeful. Thus
hiftory becomes what flie ought to be,
änd what £he has been fometimes called,
magifira vitae, the miftrefs, like philofo?
phy , of human life. If fhc is not this,
ihe is at beft nuntia vetußatis, the ga^
zette of antiquity, or a dry regifter of
ufelefs anecdotes. Suetonius fays that
Tiberius ufed to enquire of the gram-
marians, quae mater Hecnbae, quod Achik
Iis nomen inter eüirgi?ies fuiff 'et, quid ßre -*
nes cantare fint folitae ? Seneca men-
tions certain Greek authors , who exar
mined very accurately, whether Ana-
creon loved wine or women beft, whe¬
ther Sapeho was a common whore,
with other points of equal importance:
and I make no-doubt but that a man, bet¬
ter acquainted than I have the honor to
be with the. learned perfons of our own
country , might find fome who have dif-
covcred feveral anecdotes concerning the
giant Albion , concerning Samqthe»

thq

t
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die fon or Brito the grandfon of Ja-
fhet , and concerning Brutus who led
a colony into our ifland after the fiege of
Troy , as the others re-peopled it after
the deluge. But ten millions of fuch
anecdotes as thefe, tho tkey were true;
and complete authentic vohames of Egyp-
tian or Chaldean, of Greek or Latin , of
Gallic or Britifh, of French or Saxon re-
cords, would be of no value in my fenfer
becaufe of no ufe towards our improve-
ment in wifdom and virtue ; if they con-
tained nothing more than dynafties and
genealogieŝ and a bare mentioa of re-
naarkabte -events in the order of time,
like journals, chronological tables, or diy
and meagre annals,

I say the fame of all thofe modern
compofltions in which we find rather the
heads of hiftory, than any thing that de-
ferves to be called hiftory . Their au-
thors are either abridgers or Compilers.
fThe krft do neither honor to themfelves

L 4 nor
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nor good to mankind ; for furely the
abridger is in a form below the tranfla-
tor : and the book, at leaft the hiftory,
that wants to be abridged, does not de-
ferve to be red. They have done anci-
ently a great deal of hurt by fubftituting
many a bad book in the place of a good
one ; and by giving occafion to men,
vvho contented themfelves with extracts

and abridgments, to neglect, and through
their negledt to lofe the invaluable Origi¬
nals : for which reafon I curfe Con-
STANTINE PoRPHYROGENETES as hear-

tilyas I do Gregory . The fecond are
of fome ufe, as far as they contribute to
preferve public a£ts, and dates, and the
memory of great events. But they who
are thus employed have feldom the means
of knowing thofe private paifages on
which all public tranfadions depend,
and as feldom the fkill andethe talents

neceflary to put what they do know well
together : they cannot fee the working of
the mine, but their induftry collecls the

matter
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mattet thät is thrown out. It is the bu-
finefs, ör it mould be fo, of others to Se¬
parate the pure ore from the drofs, to
ftamp it into coin, and to enrich not cn-
cumber mankind . When there are none
fufficient to this tafk, there may be anti-
quaries, and there may be journalifts or ,
annalifts, but there are no hiftorians.

It is worth while to obferve the pro-
grefs that the Romans and the Greeks
made towards hiftory . The Romans had
journalifts or annalifts from the very be-
ginning of their ftate. In the fixth Cen¬
tury , or verynearitat fooneft, they .be-
gan to have antiquaries, and fome at-
tempts were made towards writing of
hiftory . I call thefe firft hiftorical pro-
ductions attempts only or effays: and they
were no more, neither among the Ro¬
mans nor among the Greeks . Graeci ipfi
ßic initio fcriptitarunt , ut nofier Cato, ut
Piöfor, ut Piß . It is Anthony , not the
triumvir , my lord, but his grandfather

the



Z54 LETTER V.
the famous orator, who fays this in the fe-
cond book of Tully de oratore : he adds
afterwards, Itaque qualis apud Graecos
Pherecydes, Hellanicus, Acußlaus, aliique
permulti , talis noßer Cato, & PiBor , ö"
Pifo . I know that Anthony fpeaks
itere ftricHy of defedt of ftile and want of
oratory. They were tantummodo narra-
tores, non exornatores, as he expreffes
himfelf : but as they wanted ftile and ikill
to write in fuch a manner as might an -̂
fwer all the ends of hiftory, fo they
wanted materials. Pherecydes writ

fomething about Iphigenia , and the
feftivals of Bacchus . Hellanicus was
a poetica-1hiftorian, and Acusilaus grav-
ed genealogies on plates of brafs. Pic-
tor , who is called by Livy fcriptorum
antiquij/imus, publimed I think fome fhort
annals of Iiis own time. Neither he nor
Piso could have fufficient materials for
the hiftory of Rome j nor Cato , I pre-
fume, even for the antiquities of Italy.
The Romans, with the other people of

that
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that country, were then juft rifing out of
barbarity, and growing acquainted with
letters ; for thofe that the Greeian colo-
nies might bring into Sicily, and the-
fouthern parts of Italy, fpread little, or
lafted little, and made in the whole no
iigure. And whatever learning might
have flouriftied among the ancient Etru-
rians, which was perhaps at moft nothing
better than augury and divination and fu-
perftitious rites, which were admired and
cultivated in ignorant ages, even that was
almoft entirely worn out of memory. Pe-
dants who would impofe all the traditions
of the four firft ages of Rome , for au-
thentic hiftory, have infifted much on
certain annals, of which mention is made
in the very place I have juft now quoted.
Ab initio rerum Romanarum, fays the
fame interlocutor, ufque ad P . Mucium
fontißcem maximum, res omnes ßngulorum
annorum mandabat Iltens pontifex maxi-
mus, efferebatque in album, & proponebaf
iabulam domi, poteßas ut ejfet populo cog-

nofcendix
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nafcendi, iidemque etiam nunc-, annales
maximi nomhiantiir. But, my lord, be
pleafed to take notice, that the very di-
ftinclion I make is made here between a
bare annalift and an hiftorian : Erat hi-

ficria nihil aliud, in thefe early days, iiifi
annalium confeSiio. Take notice likewife,
by the way, that Livy , whofe particular
appiication it had been to fearch into this
matter , aflirms pofitively that the greateft
part of all public and private monuments,
among which he fpecifies thefe very an-
nals, had been deftroyed in the fack of
Rome by the Gauls : and Plutarch
cites Clodius for the fame aflertion, in
the life of Numa -Pompilius . Take no¬

tice in the laft place of that which is
more immediately to our prefent pur-
pofe. Thefe annals could contain nothing
more than fhort minutes or memoran-

dums hung up in a table at the pontifFs
houfe, like the rules of the game in a
billiard-room, and much fuch hiftory as
we have in the epitomies prefixed to the

books



Of the Study of History . 157
books of Livy or of any other hiftorian,
in lapidary infcriptions, or in forne mo¬
dern almanacs. Materials for hiftory they
were no doubt, bat fcanty and infuffici-
ent ; fuch as thofe ages could produce
when writing and reading were accom-
plimments fo uncommon , that the prae¬
tor was di-re&ed by law, clavum pangere,
to drive a nail into the door of a temple,
that -the-number of years might be rec-
koned by the number of nails. Such in
fhort as we have in monkifh annalifts,
and other ancient chroniclers of nations
now in being : but not fuch as can entitle
the authors öf them to be called hifto-
rians, nor can enable others to write hif¬
tory in that fulnefs in which it muft be
written to become a leffon of ethics and
politics. The truth is, nations like men
have their Infancy : and the few paffages
of that time, which they retain, are not
fuch as deferved moft to be remembered;
but fuch as, being moft proportioned to
that age, made the ftrongeft impreffions

on
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on thelr minds. In thofe nations that
preferve their dominion long, and grow
up to manhood, the elegant as well as the
neceflary arts and feiences are improved to
fome degree of perfedtion : and hiftory,
that was at firft intended only to record
the names or perhaps the general charac-
ters of fome famous men , and to tranfmit
in grofs the remarkable events of every
age to pofterity, is raifed to anfwer an-
other , and a nobler end,

II . Thus it happened among the
Greeks , but much more among the Ro¬
mans, notwithftanding the prejudices in
favour of the former , even among the
latter . I have fometimes thought that
Virgil might have juftly afcribed to his
country -men the praife of writing hiftory
better , as well as that of affording the
nobleft fubjedts for it, in thofe famous
verfes, * where the different excellencies

of
* Excudent alii fpirantia mollius aera,

Credo equidem, vivos ducent de marmore voltus;
Orabunt

z .
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©f tbe two nations are fo finely touched:
but he would have weakened perhaps
by lengthening , and have flattened the
climax. Open Herobotus , you are
entertained by an agreeable ftory-teller,
who meant to entertain, and nothing
more. Read Thucydides or Xeno-
phon , you are taught indeed as well as
entertained : and the ftatefman or the
general, the philofopher or the .orator,
fpeaks to you in every page. They wrote
on fubjedts on which they wer©well in-
formedj. and they treated them fully:
they maintained the dignity of hiftory,
and thought it beneath them to vamp
up old traditions, like the writers of their
age and country, and to be the trumpe-
ters of a lying antiquity . The Cyro-
paedia of Xenophon may be objedted
perhaps ; but if he gave it for a romance

not
Orabunt caufas melius, caelique meatus
Defcribent radio, et furgentia fidera dicent:
Tu regere imperio populos, Romane , memento^
Hae tibi erunt artes, pacique imponere morern j
Parcere £ubjeä;is, et debellare fuperbos.
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not an hiftory, as he might for aught we
can teil, it is out of the cafe : and if he
gave it for an hiftory not a romance, I
fhould prefer his authority to 'that of
Herodotus or any other of his country-
men. But however this might be, and
whatever merk we may juftly afcribe to
thefe two writers , who were almoft rin¬
gle in their kind , and who treated but
Imail portions of hiftory 3 certain it is in
general , that the levity as well as loqua-
city of the Greeks made them incapable
of keeping up to the true ftandard of
hiftory : and even Polybius and Dio¬
nysius of Halicarnaffus muft bow to the
great Roman authors , Many principal
men of that Commonwealth wrote me-
morials of their own aöions and their
own times : Sylla , Caesar , Labie-
nus , Pollio , Augustus , and others.
What writprs of memorials, what Com¬
pilers of the materia hißorica were thefe ?
What genius was necefTary to finifh
up the pidlures that luch mailers had

2 iketched P
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flcetched? Rome afforded men that were
equal to the tafk. Let the remains, the
precious remains, of Salust , of Livy,
and of Tacitus , witnefs this truth.
When Tacitus wrote, even the ap-
pearances of virtue had been long pro-
fcribed, and tafte was grown eorrupt as
well as manners. Yet hiftory preferved
her integrity and her luftre . She pre¬
ferved them in the writings of fome
whom Tacitus mentions, in none per-
haps more than his own ; every line of
which out-weighs whole pages of fuch a
rhetor as Famianus Strada . I fingle
him out among the moderns, becaufe he
had the foölifh prefumption to cenfure
Tacitus , and to write hiftory himfelf:
and your lordfhip will forgive this fhort
excurfion in honor of a favourite au-
thor.

Wh at a fchool of private and public
virtue had been opened to' us at the re-
furrection of letters, if the latter hifto-
- 1

M • rians



162 LETTER V.

rian's of the Roman Commonwealth, and
the firft of the fucceeding monarchy,
had come down-to us entire ? The few
that are come down, tho broken and
imperfecl:, compofe the bell: body of hi¬
ftory that we have, nay the only body
of ancient hiftory that deferves to be an
objedt of ftudy. It fails us indeed raoft at
that remarkable and fatal period, where
our reafonable curiofity is raifed the
higheft . Livy employed five and forty
books to bring his hiftory down to the
end of the iixth Century, ajid the break-
ing out of the third Punic war : but he
employed ninety-five to bring it down
from thence to the death of Drusus ;
that is, through the courfe of one hun¬
dred and twenty or thirty years. Ap-
pian , Dion Cassius , and others, nay
even Plutarch included, make us but

poor amends for what is loft of Livy.
Among all the adventitious helps by
which we endeavour to fupply this lofs
in fome degree, the beft are tliofe that

i we
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We find fcattered up and down in the
works of Tully . His orations parti-
Cularly and his letters contain many cu-
rious anecdotes änd inftruftive rerledtions,
concerning the intrigues and machina-
tions that were carried on againft liberty,
from Catiline 's confpiracy to Cae¬
sar ^. The ftate of the government,
the conftitution and temper of the fe-
veral parties, and the charadlers of the
principal perfons who figured at that
time on the public ftage, are to be feen
there in a ftronger and truer light than
they would have appeared perhaps if he
had writ purpofely on this fubjecl, and
even in thofe memorials which he fome-
where promifes Atticus to write . Ex-
aidam aliquod Heraclidium opus, quod la-
teat in thefauris tuis. He would hardly
have unmafked in fuch a work , as freely
as in familiär occafional letters, Pom-
pey , Cato , Brutos , nay himfelf ; the
four men of Rome, on whofe praifes hc
dwelt with the greateft complacency.

M 2 The
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The age in which Livy flourifhecf
abounded with fuch materials as thefe :
they were frefh, they wcre authentic ; it
was eafy to procure them , it was fafe to
employ them . How he did employ
them in*executing the fecond part of his
defign, we may judgs by his execution
©f the firft : and I own to your lordfhip
I fhould be glad to exchange, if it were
pofiible, what we have of this hiftory
for what we have not . Would you not
be glad, my lord, to*fee in one ftupen-
dous draught the whole progrefs of that
government from Hberty to fervitude ?
the whole feries of caufes and efFecls,.
apparent and real, public and private ?
thofe which all men faw, and all good
men lamented and oppofed at the time j,
and thofe which were fo difguifed to the
prejudices, to the partialities of a divi«
ded people, and even to the corruptiort
of mankind , that many did not, and that
many could pretend they did not, difcern
them , tili it was too late to renft them t

l
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I am forry to fay it, this part of the Ro¬
man ftory would be not only more cu-
rious and more authentic than the for¬
mer , but of more immediate and ,more
important application to th-e preient ftate
of ßritain . But it is \&&: the lofs is ir¬
reparable, and your lordffiip will not
£>lanie me for deploring it.

III . They who fet up for fcepticifm
cnay not regret the lofs of fuch an hi-
«ftory: but this I will be bold to afTerttq>
them , that an hiftory muft be writ on
this plan , and muü . aim at leaft at thefe
perfe£tions, or it will anfwer fufficiently
none of the intentiens of hiftory . That
it will not anfwer fufficiently the inten-
•tionI have infiiled upon in thefe letters.,
that of inftrucling pofterity by the exam-
^ks of former ages, is manifeft : and I
think it is as manifeft that an hiftory canr
not be faid even to relate faithfully , and
inform us truly, that does not relate fully,
and inform us of all that is neceflary to

M 3 ipake
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roake a true judgment concerning the
matters contained in it. Naked fadts,
without the cäüfes that produced them
and the circumftances that accompanied
them , are not fufHcient to charadterize
adtions or counfels. The nice degrees
of wifdom and of folly, of virtue and of
vice, will not only be undifcoverable in
them ; but we mufl be very often unable
to dctermine under which of thefe cha-
radters they fall in general . The fceptics
I am fpeaking of are therefore guilty of
this abfurdity : the nearer an hiftory
cornes to the true idea of hiftory, the
better it informs and the more it in-
ftruös us, the more worthy to be re-
jedted it appears to them . I have faid
and allowed enough to content any rea-
fonable man about the uncertainty of
hiftory . I have owned that the beft are
defektive, and I will add in this place an
obfervation which did not, I think , oc->
cur to me before. Conjedlure is not al-
ways diftinguiühed perhaps as it ought to

bei
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be 5fo thatan ingenious weiter may fome-
times do very innocently, what a malicious
writer does very criminaliy as often as
he dares, and as his malice requires it:
he may aecount for events after tbey have
happened, by a fyftem of caufes and con-
du£t that did not really produce them,
tho it might pombly or eyen probably
have produced them . But this obferva-
tion, like feveral others, becomes a rea-
fon for examining and comparing autho-
rities, and for preferring fome, not for
rejefting all. Davila , a noble hiftorian
furely, and one whom I fhould not fcruple
to confefs equal in many refpe&s to Livy,
as I fhould not fcruple to prefer his coun-
tryman Guicciardin to Thucydides
in every refpedt ; Davila ^ my lord,
was aceufed from the firft publication of
his hiftory, or at leaft was fufpedled, of
too much refinement and fubtilty ; in de-
veloping the fecret motives of a£tions, in.
laying the caufes of events too deep, and
deducing them often through a feries of

M 4 pro-
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progreffion too complicated, and too ar-
tiftly wrought . But yet the fufpicious
perfon who fhould rejecl: this hiftorian
upon fuch general inducements as thefe,
would have no grace to oppofe his fufpi-
cions to the authority of the firft duke of
Epernon , who had been an acl:or, and a
principal aftor too, in many of the fcenes
that Davila recites. Girard , fecre-
tary to this duke and .no contemptible
biographer , relates, that this hiftory came
down to the place where the öld man
refided in Gafcony, a little before his
death ; that he red it to him , that the
duke confirmed the truth of the narra-
tions in it3 and fepmed only furprized by
what mesns the author could be fo well
informed of the moll fecret Councils and
meafures of thofe times ?

IV . I have faid enqugh on this head?
and your lordihip may be induccd per-
liaps, by what I have faid, tp think vvith
nie, that fuch hiüories as thefe, whether

äncient
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ancient or modern, deferve alone to be
ftudied. Let us ieave the credulous
learned to write hiftory without mate-
rials, or to ftudy thofe who do fo ; to
wrangle about ancient traditions, and to
ring different changes on the fame fett
of bells. Let us leave the fceptics, in mo¬
dern as well as ancient hiftory, to tri-
umph in the notable difcovery of the ides
of one month miftaken for the calends
of another , or in the various dates and
contradidlory circumftances which they
find in weekly gazettes and monthly
mercuries. Whilft they are thus em-
ployed, your lordfhip and I will pro-
ceed, if you pleafe, to confider more
clofely than we have yet done, the rule
mentioned above ; that I mean of ufing
difcernment and choice in the ftudy of
the moft authentic hiftory, that of not
Wandering in the light , which is as ne-
ceftary as that of not groping in the
dark.

Man
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Man is the fubjeö of every hiftory;
and to know him well, we fnuft fee him
and confider him, as hiftory alone can
prefent him to us, in every age, in every
country , in every ftate, in life and in
death . Hiftory therefore of all kinds,
of civilized and uncivilized, of ancient
and modern nations, in fhort all hiftory,
that defcends to a fufticient detail of hu¬
man aclions and charadlers, is ufeful to
bring us acquainted with our fpecies, nay
with ourfeives. To teach and to incul-
«ate the general principles of virtue, and
the general rules of wifdom and good
policy, which refult from fuch details of
adtions and characters, comes for the
moft part, and always fhould come, ex-
prefsly and directly into the defign of
thofe who are capable of giving fuch
details : and therefore whilft they nar-
rate as hiftorians, they hint often as phi-
lofophers j they put into our hands, as
it were , on every proper occafion, the

end
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end of a clue, that ferves to remind us
of fearching, and to guide us in the
fearch of that truth which the examplc
before us either eftablifh.es or illuftrates.
If a writer negledts this part, we are able
however to fupply Iiis negleft by our
own attention and induftry : and when
he gives us a good hiftory of Peruvians
or Mexicans, of Chinefe or Tartars , of
Mufcovites or Negroes , we may blamc
him , but we muft blame ourfelves much
more, if we do not make it a good leftbn
of philofophy. This being the general
pfe of hiftory, it is not to be negledted.
Every one may make it, who is able to
read and to refledt on what he reads:
and every one who makes it will find,
in his degree, the benefit that arifes from
an early acquaintance contradted in this
manner with mankind . We are not

only paflengers or fojourners in this
World, but we are abfolute ftrangers at
the firft fteps we make in it. Our guides
3re often Ignorant, often unfaithful . By

this
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this map of the country which hiflory
fpreads before us, we may learn, if we
pleafe, to guide ourfelves. In our jour-
ney through it, we are befet on every
fide. We are beßeged fometimes even
in our ftrongeft holds. Terrors and temp-
tations, condudted by the paflions of
other men, afiault us : and our own
paflions, that corrcfpond with thefe, be-
tray us. Hiftory is a colleftion of the
Journals of thofe who have travelled
through the farne country , and been
expofed to the fame accidents : and their
good and their ill fuccefs are equally
inöru &ive. In this purfuit of know-
ledge an immenfe field is fpread to us;
general hiftories, facred and prophane ;
the hiflories of particular countries, par-
ticular events, particular orders, parti¬
cular men ; memorials, anecdotes, tra-
vels. But we mufl not ramble in this
field without difcernment or choice, nor
even with thefe muft we ramble too
Jöng.

A$
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As to the choice of authors, who have
writ on all thefe various fubjedls, fa
much has been faid by learned men con-
cerning all thofe that deferve attention,
and their feveral charafters are fo well
eftablifhed, that it would be a fort of
pedantic affectation to lead your lordfhip-
through fo voluminous, and at the fame
time fo eafy, a detail. I pafs it over
therefore in order to obferve, that as
foon as we have taken this generai view
©f mankind , and of the courfe of human
affairs in different ages and different
parts of the world > we ought to apply,
and the fhortnefs of human life confi-
dered, to confine ourfelves almoft en-
tirely in our fludy of hiftory, to fueh
hiftories as have an immediate relation
to our profeffions, or to our rank and
fituation in the fociety to which we be-
long. Let me inftance in the profeffion
of divinity, as the nobleft and the mofl
important,

(i)
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(i ) I HA ve faid fo much concerning
fhe ffiäre which divines of all religionS
have taken in the corfüption of hiftory,
that I fhould have anathemas pronounced
againi't me, no doubt, in the eaft and
the weit , bv the dairo, the mufti, and
the pope, if thefe letters were fubmitted
to ecclefiaitical cenfure ; for furely, my
Iord, the clergy have a better title than
the fons of Apollo to be called genus ir*
ritablle vatu?n> What would it be, if f
went about to fliew, how many of the
chriftian clergy abufe by mif -reprefenta-
tion and falfe quotation, the hiftory they
can no longer corrüpt ? and yet this
tafk would not be, even to me, an hard
one. But as I mean to fpeak in this
place of chriftian divines alone, fo I mean
to fpeak of fuch of them particulärly as
may be called divines without any fneer :
of fuch of them , for fome fuch I think
there are, as believe themfelves, and
would have mankind believe ; not for

temporal
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temporal but fpiritual intereft, not for
the fake of the clergy, but for the fake
of mankind . Now it ' has been long
matter of aftonifliment to me, how fuch
perfons as thefe could täke: fo rnuch filly
pains to eftabliüi myftery on metaphy-
lics, revelation on philofophy, and mat¬
ters of fact on abftracT: reafoning ? A re-
ligion founded on the authority of a di-
vine mimon, confirmed by prophecies
and miracles, appeals to fadls : and the
facls muft be proved as all other fadls
that pafs for authentic are ,proved ; for
faith, fo reafonable after this proof , is
abfurd before it. If they are thus pro¬
ved, the religion will prevail without
the afliftance of fo much profound reafon¬
ing : if they are not thus proved, the
authority of it will link in the world
even with this affiftance. The divines
objecl: in their difputes with atheifts, and
they objedt very juftly , that thefe men.
require improper proofs ; proofs that
are not fuited to the nature of the fub-

jetfr,



176 LETTER V.
ject, .and then cavil that fuch proofs are
not furnimed . But what then do they
mean, to fall into the fame abfurdity
themfelves in their difputes with the-
ifts, and to din improper proofs in ears
that are open to proper proofs ? The
matter is of great moment , my lord,
and I make no excufe for the zeal whieh
obliges me to dwell a little on if. A
ferious and honeft appiication to the
ftudy of eccleftaftical hiftory , and every
part of prophane hiftory and ehronology
relative to it, is incumbent on fuch re-*
vercnd perfons as are here fpoken of, on
a double account : becaufe hiftory alone
can furnifh the proper proofs, that the
religion they teach is of God ; and be-
eaufe the unfair manner , in which thef®
proofs have been and are daily furnifhed,
creates prejudices, and gives advantages
againft chriftianity that require ' to be re-
moved. No fchoiar will dare to deny,
that falfe hiftory, as well as (harn mira-
clcs, has been employed to propagate

3 chriftianity
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thriftianity formerly : and whoever exa-
mines the Writcrs of oür own age will
find the fame äbufe of hiftory continued.
Many and many inftänces of this abufe
might be produced. It is grown intö
cuftonl, writers copy one another , and
the miftake that was committedj or the
falfhood that was invented by one, is
adopted by hundreds.

AbbaBiE fays in his famous book,
that «the gofpel of St. Matthew is cited
by ClemeHs bifhöp of Rome , a difciple
of the apoftles; that Barnabas cites it
in his epiftle ; that Ignatius änd Po-
lycarpe receive it j and that the fame
fathers, that give teftimony for Mat¬
thew , give it likewife for Mark . Nay
your lordmip will find, I believe, that
the prefent bimop of London in his third
paftoral letter fpeaks to the fame effedt.
I will not trouble you nor myfelf with
any more inftänces of the fame kind.
Let this which occurred to me as I was

Vo l , I . N writing
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g fuffice. It may well fuffice; fof
I prefüme the fadl advanced by the mi-
nifter and the bifhop is a miftake. If
the fathers of the firft Century do men-
tion fome pafiages that are agreeable to
what we read in our evangelifts, will it
follow that thefe fathers had the fame

"gofpels before them ? To fay fo is a raa-
nifeft abufe of hiftory3 and quite inexcu-
fable in writers that knew, or fhould
have known , that thefe fathers roade ufe

of other gofpels, wherein fuch pälfages
rriight be contained, or they might be
preferved in unwritten tradition. Befidcs
which I coüld alrnofl: venture to affirm

that thefe fathers of the firft Century do
not expreflly name the gofpels we have
of Matthew , Mark , Luke , and

John . To the two reafons that have
been given why thofe who make divi-
nity their profeffion fhould ftudy hiftory,
particularly eccleiiaftical hiftory, with an
honeft and ferious application; in ordcr
to fupport chriftianity againft the attacks

of
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©f unbelievers, and to remove the doubts
and prejudices that the unfair proceed-
ings of men of their own order have rai-
fed in minds candid but not implicit,
willins to be informed but curious to ex-o

amine ; to thefe I fay we may add ano-
ther confideration that feems to me of
no fmall importance. Writers of the.
Roman religion have attempted to fhew,
that the text of the holy writ is on many
accounts infufficient to be the fole crite-
rion of orthodoxy : I apprehend too that
they have fhewn it. Sure I am that ex-
perience, from the firft Promulgation of
chriftianity to this hour , fhews abun-
dantly with how much eafe and fuccefs
the moft oppofite, the moft extravagant,
nay the moft impious opinions, and the
moft contradictory faiths, may be founded
on the fame text j and plaufibly defended
by the fame authority . Writers of the
reformed religion have erecled their bat-
teries againft tradition ; and the only
difficulty they had to encounter in this

N 2 enterprize
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enterprize lay in levelling and pointing
their cannon fo as to avoid demoliming,
in one common ruin, thc traditions they
retain, and thofe they rejedt. Each fide
has been employed to weaken the caufe
and explode the fyftem of his adverfary :
and whilft they have been fo employed,
they have jointly laid their axes to the
root of chriftianity : for thus men will be
apt to reafon upon what they have ad-
vanced, " If the text has not that authen-

" ticity, clearnefs, and precifion which
" are neceffary to eftablifh it as a dfvinc
" and a certain rule of faith and prac-
" tice ; and if the tradition of the churchj,
,c from the firft ages of it tili the days
i£ of Luther and Calvin , has been

" corrupted itfelf, and has ferved to cor-
" rupt the faith and pradlice of chri-
" ftians ; there remains at this time no
" ftandard at all of chriftianity . By con-
" fequence either this religion was not
" originally of divine inftitution, or elfe
" God has not provided effe&ually for

" pre-
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" preferving the genuine purity of it,
*' and the gates of hell have adtually pre-
" vailed, in contradiclion to his promife,
e< againft the church ." The beft effeft
of this reafoning that can be hoped for,
is that men ftiould fall into theifm, and
fubfcribe to the firft propofition : he muft
be worfe than an atheift who can affirm
the laft.. The dilemma is terrible, my
lord. Party zeal and private intereft have
formed it : the common intereft of chri-
ftianity is deeply concerned to folve it.
Now I prefume it can never be folved
without a more accurate examination,
not only of the chriftian but of the jewifh
fyftem, than learned %nenhave been hi-
therto impartial gnough and fagacious
enough to take, or honeft enough to
communicate, Whilft the authenticity
and fenfe of the (ext of the bible remain
as difputable, and whilft the tradition of
the church remains as problematical, to
fay no worfe, as the immenfe labours of
the chriftian divines in feyeral commu-

N 3 nions
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nions have made them appear to be $
chriftianity may lean on the civil and ec-
clefiaftical power, and be fupported by
the forcible influence of education : but

the proper force of religion, that force
which fubdues the mind and awes the
confcience by convidtion, will be want-
ing.

I hAd reafon thereiore to produce di-
vinity, as one inftance of thofe profef-
fions that require a particular application
to the ftudy of fome particular parts of
Jaiftory: and lince I have faid fo much on
the fubjedt in my zeal for chriftianity, I
will add this further . The refurrection of
letters was a fatal period : the chriftian
fyftem has been attacked and wounded
too very feverely fince that time. The
defence has been better made indeed by
modern divines, thari it had been by an-
tient fathers and apologifts. The mo-
derns have invented new methods of de¬
fence, and have abandoned fome pofts

that
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that were not tenable : but ftill there are
others, in defending which they lie un^
der great difadvantages. Such are various
facäs, pioufly beiieved in former times,
but on which the truth of chriftianity has
been refted very imprudently in more en-
lightened ages ; becaufe the falfity of
fome, and the grofs improbability of
others are fo evident, that inftead of
anfwering the purpofe for which they
were inyented, they have rendered the
whole tenor of exclefiaftical hiftory and
tradition precarious, ever ßnce a ftridt
but juft application of the rules of criti-
cifm has been made to them . I touch

thefe things lightly ; but if your lord-
fhip refledls upon them , you will find
reafon perhaps to think as I do, that it
is high time the clergy in all chrifiian
communions fliould join their forces, and
cftablim thofe hiftorical fafts, which are
the foundations of the whole fyftem, on
clear and unqueftionable hiftorical au-
?h°rity, fuch as they require in all cafes

N 4 .. of
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of moment from others ; reje£t candidly
what cannot be thus eftablifhed j and
purfue their enquiries in the fame fpirit
pf truth through all the ages of the
church ; without any regard to hifto*
rianSj fathers, or Councils, more than
they are ftridtly entituled to on the face
of what they have tranfmitted to us, on
their own confiftency, and on the con-r
currence of other authority . Our paf-
tors would be thus, I prefume, rnuch
better employed than they generally are.
Thofe of the clergy who make religion
merely a trade, who regard nothing more
than tbe fubfiftence it afFords them , or
in higher life the wealth and power they
enjoy by the means of it, may fay to
themfelves that it will laft their time, or
that policy and reafon of {täte will pre^
ferve the form of a church when the
fpirit of religion is extin£t. But thofe
whom I mentioned above, thofe who
a<3: for fpiritual not temporal ends, and
gre deürous that men fhould believe and

praftife



Of the Study of History . 1Ü5
pradtife the do&rines of chriftianity as
well as go to church and pay tithes, will
feel and own the weight of fuch confi-
derations as thefe %and agree that how-
ever the people have been and may be
ftill amufed, yet chriftianity has been in
decay ever fince the refurreclion of let¬
ters : and that it cannot be fupported as
jt was fupported before that aera, nor by
any other way than that which I pro-
pofe, and which a due application to the
ftudy of hiftory, chronology, and criti-
cifm, would enable our divines to purfue,
no doubtj with fuccefs,

I might inftance, in other profeffions,
the Obligation men lie under of applying
themfelves to certain parts of hiftory , and
I can hardly forbear doing it in that of
the law ; in its nature the nobleft and
moft beneficial to mankind , in its abufe
and debafement the moft fordid and the
moft pernicious. A lawyer now is no¬
thing more, I fpeak of ninety-nine in an

hundred
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hundred at leaft, to ufe fome of Tully 's
words, nifi leguleius qiädam, cautus & acu¬
tus, praeco aBionum, cantor formularum,
auceps fyllabarum. But there have been
lawyers that were orators, philofophers,
hiftorians : there have been Bacons and
Clarendons , my lord. There will be
none fuch any more, tili in fome better
age, true ambition or the love of fame
preyails over avarice : and tili men find
leifure and encouragement to prepare
themfelves for the exercife of this pro-
feffion, by climbing up to the <vantage
grcund, fo my lord Bacon calls it, of
fcience ; inftead of groveling all their
lives below, in a mean but gainful appli-
cation to all the little arts of chicane. Till
this happen, the profeflion of the law
will fcarce deferve to be ranked among
the learned profeffions : and whenever it
happens, one of the vantage grounds, to
which men muft climb, is metaphyfical,
and the other hiftorical knowledge. They
muft pry into the fecret receffes of the

3 - hwmaa
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human heart, and become well acquainted
with the whole moral World, that they

may difcover the abftrad reafon of all
laws : and they muft trace the laws of
particular ftates, efpecially of their own,
from the firft rough iketches to the more
perfedt draughts ; from the firft caufes
or occafions that produced them , through
all the effedts good and bad that they
produced. But I am running infenfibly
into a fubjedt, which would detain me
tob long from one that relates more im-
mediately to your lordftiip, and with
which I intend to conclude this long
letter,

(2 ) I pafs from the confideration ©f
thofe profeffions to which particular parts
or kinds of hiftory feem to belong : and
I com&to fpeak of the ftudy of hiftory,
as a neceflary mean to prepare men for
the difcharge of that duty which they
owe to their country, and which is com¬
mon to all the members of every fociety

that

•
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that is conftituted according to the rules
of right reafon, and with a due regard
to the common good, I have met in
St. Real 's works, or fome ©fher French
book, with a ridicule call: on private men
who make hiftory a political ftudy, or
who apply themfelves in any manner to
affairs of flate, But the reflecfion is too
general. In governments fo arbitrary by
their conftitution, that the will of the
prince is not only the fupreme but the
fole law, it is fo far from being a duty,
that it may be dangerous, and muri be
impertinent in men, who are not called
by the prince to the adminiftration of
public affairs, to concern themfelves about
it, or to fit themfelves for it, The fole
vocation there is the favour of the courtj
and whatever defignation God makes by
the talents he beftows, tho it may ferve,
which it feldom ever does, to direct the
choice of the prince, yet I prefume that
it cannot become a reafon to particular
men, or create a duty on them , to devote

themfelves

t ■
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themfelves to the public fervice. Look,
on the Turkim government . See a fel-
low taken, from rowing in a common
paflage-boat, by the caprice of the prince :
fee him invefted next day with all the
power the foldans took under the caliphs,
or the mayors of the palace under the
fucceflors of Clovis : fee a whole em-

pire governed by the ignorance, inexpe-
riencej and arbitrary will of this tyrant,
and a few other fubordinate tyrants, as
ignorant and unexperienced as himfelf.
In France indeed, tho an abfolute go¬
vernment , things go a little better . Arts
and fciences are encouraged , and here
and there an example may be found of
a man who has rifen by fome extraordi-
nary talents, amidft innumerable exam-
ples of men who have arrived at the
greateft honors and higheft pofts by no
other merit than that of affiduous fawn-

ing, attendance, or of fkill in fome de-
fpicable puerile amufementj in training

wafps3 for inftance, to take regulär flights
like
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like hawks, and ftoop at flies. The no-
bility of France , like the children of tri-
bute among the ancient Saracens and
modern Türks , are fet apart for wars.
They are bred to make love, to mint,
and to fight : and if any of them fliould
acquire knowledge fuperior to this/ they
would acquire that which might be pre-
judicial to themfelves, but could not be-
come beneficial to their cöuntry. The
affairs of flate are trufted to other hands,
Some have rifen to them by drudging
long in bufinefs : fome have been made
minifters almoft in the cradle : and the
whole power of the government has been
abandoned to others in the dotage of life.
There is a monarchy, an abfolute mo-
narchy too, I mean that of China, where-
in the adminiftration of the government
is carried on, under the direftion of the
prince, ever fince the dominion of the
Tartars has been eftablifhed, by feveral
clafles of Mandarins , and aecording to
the deliberation and advice of feveral Or¬

ders
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ders of Councils: the adraiffion to which

claffes and orders depends on the abilities
of the candidates, as their rife in them
depends on the behaviour they hold, and
the improvements they make afterwards.
Uhder fuch a government, it is neither
inipertinent nor ridiculous, in any of the
fubjedts who are invited by their circum-
ftances, or pufhed to it by their talents,
to make the hiftory of their own and of
other countries a political ftudy, and to
fit themfelves by this and all other ways
for the fervice of the public. It is not
dangerous neither ; or an honor that out-
weighs the danger attends it : fince pri¬
vate men have a right by the ancient con-
ftitution of this government , as well as
Councils of ftate, to reprefent to the prince
the abufes of his adminiftration. But ftill
men have not there the fame occafion to
concern themfelves in the affairs of the

ftate, as the nature of a free government
gives to the members of it. In our own
country, for in our own the forms of a

free
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free government at leaft are hitherto pre»
ferved, men are not only defigned for
the public fervice by the circumftances
of their fituation, and their talents, all
which may happen in others : but they
are defigned to it by their birth in many
cafes, and in all cafes they may dedicate
themfelves to this fervice, and take in
difFerent degrees fbme fhare in it, whe-
ther they are called to it by the prince
or no. In abfolute governments, all pub¬
lic fervice is to the prince, and he nomi-
nates all thofe that ferve the public. In
free governments , there is a diftinet and
a principal fervice due to the ftate. Even
the king, of fuch a limited monarchy as
ours, is but the firft fervant of the peo-
ple . Among his fubjedts, fome are ap-
pointed by the conftitution, and others
are ele<äed by the people, to carry on the
exereife of the legiilative power jointly
with him , and to controul the executive
power independently on him . Thus
your lordihip is born a member of that

order
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Order of men, in whom a third part of
the fupreme power of the government
refides: and your right to the exercife
<?f the power belonging to this order not
being yet opened, you äre chofen into
another body öf men who haVe difFerent
power änd a difFerent conftitution, but
who pofFefs another third part of the fu¬
preme legiilative authorityj for as long ä
time as the corhmimon or traft delegated
to them by the people lafts. Free-men.
who are neither born to the firft, nor
elected to the laft, have a right how^
ever to complain, to reprefent, tö petU
tion, and I ädd even to do more in cafes
of the utmoft extremity. For fure there
cannot be a greater abfurdity, than to
affirm that the people have a remedy in
refiftance, when their prince attempts to
enflave them j but that they have none,
when their reprefentatives feil themfelves
and them-.

O The



i 94 LETTER V.

The fum of what I have been faying
fe, that in free governments, the public
fervice is not confined to tbofe whorr*
tbe prince appoints to different poits in
tbe adminiftration under him ; that tbere
tbe care of the ftate is tbe care of multi-
tudes ; that many are called to it in a par-
ticular manner by their rank, and by
other circumftances of their fituation ;
and that even thofe whom the prince ap¬
points are not only anfwerable to himj,
but like him,. and before him, to the na-
tion, for their behaviour in their feveral
pofts. It can never be impertinent not*
ridiculous therefore in fuch a oountry,
Whatever it might be in the abbot of St»
Real 's, which was SavoyI think ; or in
Peru , under the Incas , where Garci-
lasso de ea Vega fays k was lawful for
rione but the nobilky to ftudy—for men of
all degrees to inftrudt themfelves in thofe
affairs wherein they may be aftors, or
judges of thofe thatadt ; or controwlers of

thofe
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thofe that judge . On the contrary, it is
incumbent ön eVcry man to inftrucl: him-*
-felf, as well as the means and opportu-
nities he has permit , concerning the nä-
ture and interefts of the government, and
thofe rights and duties that belong to
him, or to his fuperiors, or to his infe-
riors. This in general ; but in particular,
it is certain that the obligations uhder
which we lie to ferve our country in-
creafe, in proportion to the ranks we
hold, and the other circumftances of
birth , fortune* and ütuation that call us
to this fervice ; and above all to the ta-
lents which God has given us to per¬
form itk

It is in this View, that I mall äddrefs
to yaur lordfhip whatever I have further
to fäy on the ftudy of hiftory»

O 2 L E T-
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LETTER VI.

Front lahat period modern hißory is pecu~
liarly ufeful to the fervice of our coun?
try, 'viz.

From the end of the fifteenth Century to
the prefent.

The divißon of this into three particular
periods:

In order to ajketch of the hiftory (ind ftate
of Europe from that time.

SIN C E then you are? my lord, by
your birth , by the nature of our

goyernment, and by the talents God has
given you, ättached for Hfe to the Xervicp
of your country ; fince genius älone can-
not enable you to go through this feryice
with honor to yourfelf and advantage to
your country, whether you fupport or
whether you oppofe the adminiftrations
that arife ; fince a great ftock of know-
ledge , acquired betimes and continually

O 3 in>
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improved, is necefläry to this end ; and
fince one part of this ftock muft be col-
Jected from the ftudy of hiflory, as the
other part is to be gained by obfervation
and experience, I come now to fpeak to
your lordmip of fuch hiftory as has an
immediate relation to the great duty and
bufinefs of your life, and of the method
to be obferved in this ftudy. The notes
I have by me, which were of fome little
ufe thus far, ferve me no farther , and I
have no books to coniult . No matter $
I fhall be able to explain my thoughts
without their affiftance, and lefs liable to
be tedious. I hope to be as füll and as
exad on memory alone, as the manner
in which I fliall treat the fubjecl; requires
me to be,

I say then , that however clofely af-
fairs are linked together in the progref-
fion of governments, and how much fo-
ever events that fqllow are dependant oi\
ihofe that precede, the whole connexion

dimi--
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diminifhes to fight as thc chain length-
ens ; tili at laft it feems to be broken,
and the Knks that are continue'd from

that point bear no proportion nor any
fimilitude to the former. I would not be

underftood to fpeak only of thofe great
changes, that are wrought by a coneur-
rence of extraordinary events; for inflance
the expulfion of one nation, the deftrue-
tion of one governrnent, and the efta-
blimment of another : but even of thofe

that are wrought in the fame govern-
ments and among the fame people, flowly
and almoft imperceptibly, by the necef-
fary effects of time, and flux condition of
human arfairs. When fuch changes as
thefe happen in feveral ftates about the
fame time, and confequentiy affecT: other
ftates by their vicinity, and by many dif-
ferent relations which they frequently
bear to one another ; then is one of thofe
periods formed, at which the chain fpoken
of is fo broken as to have little or no real
m vjfible connexion with that which we

Q 4 fee
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fee continue. A new fituation, different
from the former, begets new interefts in
the fame proportion of difference; not
in this or that particular ftate alone, but
in all tlpfe that are concerned by vicinity
or other relations, as I faid juft now, in
one general fyftem of policy. New in¬
terefts beget new maxims of govern-
ment , and new methods of condudl.
Thefe , in their turns , beget new man¬
ners, new habits, new cuftoms. The
langer this new conftitution of affairs
continues, the more will this difference
increafe : and altho fome analogy may
remain long between what preceded and
what fucceeds fuch a period, yet will
this analogy foon become an objedt of
mere curiofity, not of profitable enquiry.
Such a period therefore is, in the true
fenfe of the words, an epocha or an aera,
a point of tinje at which you ftop, or
from which you reckon forward. I fay
forward ; becaufe we äre not to ftudy in
the prefent cafe, as chronoiogers com-,

pute,
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pute, backward . Should we perfift to
carry our refearches much higher , and
to pufh them cven to fome other period
of the fame kind, we fhould mifemploy
our time : the caufes then laid having
fpent themfelves, the feries of erfects de-
rived from them being over, and our
concern in both confequently at an end.
But a new fyftem of caufes and effects,
that fubfifts in our time, and whereof
our conducl is to be a part, anfing at the
läft period, and all that paffes in our time
being dependant on what has paffed fince
that period, or being immediately rela¬
tive to it, we are extremely concerned to
be well informed about all thofe palfages.
To be entirely ignorant about the ages
that precede this aera would be fhame-
ful . Nay fome indulgence may be had
to a temperate curiofity in the review of
them . But to be learned about them is
a ridiculous affeöation in any man who
means to be ufeful to the prefent age.
Pown tp this aera let us read hiftory :

from
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from this aera, and down to our own
timej let us ftudy it.

The end of the fifteenth Century feems
to be juft Tuch a period as I have been
defcribing, for thofe who liye in thc
eighteenth , and who inhabit the weitem
parts of Europe . A little before, or a
little after this point of time, all thofe
events happened, and all thofe revolutions
began,that have produced fo vaft a change
in the manners, cuftoms, and interefls of
particular nations, and in the whole po-
licy ecclefiaflical and civil of thefe parts
of the world. I muft defcend here into
fome detail, not of hifiories, colledtions,
or memorials ; for all thefe are welj
enough known : and tho the contents
are in the heads of few, the books are
in the hands of many. But inflead of
fliewing your lordibip where to look, l
fliall contribute more to your entertain-
ment and inftruftion , by marking out, as
svell as my memory will ferve mc to da

1%
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lt, what you are to look for, and by fur-
nifhing a kind of clue to your fludies. I
#iall give, according to cuftom, the firft
place to religion.
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A view of the ecclefiaftical govern-?
ment of Europe from the begin-
ning of the fixteenth Century.

Observe then , my lord, that the de-
molition of the papal throne was not at~
tempted with fuccefs tili the beginning
©f the fixteenth Century. If you are eu-
rious to caft your eyes back, you will
find Berenger in the eleventh, who
was fbon filenced3Arnoldus in the fame,
who was foon hanged ; Valdo in the
twelfth , and our Wickliff in the four-?
teenth, as well as others perhaps whom
I do not recolledt. Sometimes the doc-
trines of the church were alone attacked,
and fometimes the dodtrine, the difci-
pline, and the ufurpations ©f the pope.
But little fires, kindled in corners of a
dark world, were foon ftifled by that great
abettor of chriftian unity, the hang-man.
When they fpred and blazed out, as in
the cafe of the Albigeois and of the

HufTiteSj,
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Huffites, armies were raifed to extinguifo
them by torrents of blood ; and fuch
faints as Dominic , with the crucifix in
their hands, inftigated the troops to the
utmoft barbarity. Your lordffiip will
find that the church of Rome was main-
tained by fuch charitable and falutary
means, among others, tili the period
fp'oken of : and you will be curious, I
am füre, to enquire how this period came
to be more fatal to her than any former
conjuncture ? A multitude of circum-
ftances, which you will eafily trace in
the hiftories of the fifteenth and fixteenth
centuries, to go no further back, con-
curred to bring about this great event:
and a multitude of others, as eafy to be
traced, concurred to hinder the demoli-
tion from becoming total, and to prop
the tottering fabric. Among thefe cir-
cumftances, there is one lefs complicated
and more obvious thän others, which
was of principal and univerfal influence.
The art of prioting had been invented

3 about
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about forty or fifty years before the pe-
riod we fix : from that time, the fefur~
redtion of letters haftened on a-päce ; and
at this period they had made great pro-
grefs, and were cultivated with great apr
plication. Mahomet the fecond dfove
them out of the eaft into the weft j and
the popes proved worfe politicians thän
the mufties in this refpedr. Nicholas
the fifth encouraged learning and learned
men . Sixtus the foürth was, if I mif-
take not, a great colledtor of books at
leaft : and Leo the tenth was the patron
of every art and fcience. The magicians
themfelves broke the charm by which
fhey had bound mankind for fo many
ages : and the adventure of that knight-
errant , who, thinking himfelf happy in
the arms of a celeftial nymph , found
that he was the miferable flave of an in¬
fernal hag, was in fome fort renewed*
As foon as the means of acquiring and
fpreöding information grew common, it
is no woüder that a fyftem was unra-

velled,
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velled, which could not have beert wo-
ven with fuccefs in any ages, but thofe
of grofs ignorance and credulous fuper-
ftition. I might poirtt out to your lord-
fhip many other immediate caufes, fome
general like this that I have mentioned,
and fome particular. The great fchifm,
fbr inftance, that ended in the beginning
of the fifteenth Century, and in the Coun¬
cil of Conftance, had occafioned prodi-
gious fcandal. Two or three vicars of
Christ , twoor three infallible heads of
the chureh roaming about the world at
a time, furnifhed matter of ridicule as
well as fcandal : and whilft they appealed,
for fo they did in effect, to the laity,
and reptoached and excommunicated one
another, they taught the world what to
think of the inititution as well as exercife

of the papal authority . The fame leffön
was taught by the Council of Pifa that
preceded, and by that of Balle that fol-
lowed the Council of Conftance. The
horrid crimes of Alexander the fixth,

3 the
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the fawcy ambition of Julius the fe*
Gond, the immenfe profufion and fcan-
dalous exadtions of Leo the tenth j all
thefe events and characlers, following in
a continued feries from the beginning of
one Century, prepared the way for the
revolution that happened in the begin¬
ning of the next . The flate of Ger-
many, the ftate of England, and that of
the North , were pafticular caufes, in
thefe feveral countfies, of this revolution«
Such were many remarkable events that
happened about the fame time, and a
little before it, in thefe and in other na-
tions ; and fuch were likewife the cha-
racters of many of the princes of that
age, fome of whom favoured the refor-
mation like the eleclror of Saxony, on
a principle of confcience, and moft of
whom favoured it, juft as others oppofed
it, on a principle of intereft. This your
lordfhip will difcover manifeftly to have
been the cafe ; and the fole difference
you will find between Henry the eighth

and
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änd Francis the firft, one of whom fe-
parated from the pope as the other ad-
hered to him, is thk : Henry the eighth
divided, with the fecular clergy and his
people, the fpoil of the pope, and his fa-
tellites, the mönks : Francis the firft
divided, with the pope, the fpoil of his
clergy, fecular and regulär, and of his
people» With the fäme impartial eye that
your lordfhip furveys the abufes of reli-
gion, änd the corruptions of the church
äs well as court of Rome, which brought
on the reformation at this period ; you
will obferve the charadters and conduä:
of thöfe who began, who propagated,
and who favoured the reformation : and
from your obfervation of thefej äs well
äs of the unfyftematical manner in which
it was carried on at the fäme time in va-
rious places, and of the want of concert,
nay even of charity, among the reformers,
you will learn what to think of the fe-
veral religions that unite in their oppofi-
tion to the Roman , and yet hate one

Vol . I , P another
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another moft heartily ; what to think of
the feveral fec~ts that have fprouted, like
i'iickers, from' the fame great roots j and
Vvh'at the true prineiples are of proteftant
e'cclefiaflical policy. This policy had no
beins: tili Luther made his eftablifh-o

iTient in Germany ; tili Zwinglius be-
gan another in SwhTerland, whieh Cal¬
vin earried on and, like Americus Ves-
putius who followed Christopher
Columbus , robbed the fir-ft adventur-er
of his honor ; and tili the reformation in

our country was perfected under Ed¬
ward the fixth and Elizabeth . Even

popifh ecclefiaftical policy is no longer
the fame fince that aera. His holinefs

is no longer at the head of the whole
weftern church : and to keep the part
that adheres to him, he is obliged to
loofen their chains, and to lighten his
yoke. The fpirit and pretenfions of his
court are the fame, but not the power.
He governs by expedient and manage-
mcnt more, and by authority lefs- His

3 decrees
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ebcrees and his briefs are in danger of
being refufed, explained away, or evaded,
unlefs he negociates their acceptance be-
fore he gives them , governs in concert
with his flock, and feeds his fheep ac-
cording to their humor and intereft . In
fhort, his excommunications, that made
the greateft emperors tremble , are de-
fpiied by the loweft members of his own
communion ; and the remaining attach¬
ment to him has been, from this aera,
rather a political expedient to preferve an
appearance of unity, than a principle of
of confcience; whatever fome bigotted
princes may have thought , whatever am-
bitious prelates and hireling fcriblers may
have taught , and whatever a people
worked up to enthufiafm by fanatical
preachers may have afted . Proofs of
this would be eafy to draw, not only
from the conduc~t of fuch princes as
Ferdinand the firft and Maximilian
the fecond, who could fcarce be efteemed
papifts tho they continued in the pope's

P 2 com-
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communion ; but even from that of prin-

ces who perfecuted their proteftant fub-

iecfts with great violence, Enough has

been faid, I think , to fliew your lordfhip

how little need there is of going up

higher than the beginn ing of the fix-

teenth Century in the ftudy of hiftory, to

acquire all the knowledge neceffary at

this time in ecclefiafhical policy, or in

civil policy as far as it is relative to this.
Hiftorical monuments of this fort are in

.every man's hand, the facts are fufficiently
verified, and the entire fcenes lie open tö
our obfervation : even that fcene of fo-

lemn refined banter exhibited in the

Council of Trent , impofes on no man

who reads Paolo , as well as Palla«

vicini , and the letters of Vargas.

Ä
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Ä vievv of the civil government of
Europe in the beginning of the
{ixteenth Century.

I, In France.

A very little higher need we go, to
obferve thofe great changes in the civil
conftitutions of the principal nations of
Europe, in the partition of power among
them, and by confequence in the whole
fyftem of European policy, which have
operated fo ftrongly for mpre than two
centuries, and which operate ftill. I will
not aifront the meraory of our Henry
the feventh fo much as to compare him
to Lewis the eleventh : and yet J per-
ceive fome refemblance between them ;
which would perhaps appear greater , if
Philip of Commines had wrote the hi-

ftory of Henry as well as that of Lewis ;
pr if my lord Bacon had wrote that of
Lewis as well as that of Henry . This

P 3 prince
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prince came to thc crown of England a
little before the clofe of the fifteenth
Century : and Lewis began his reign in
France about twenty years fooner. Thefe
reigns make remarkable periods in the
hiftories of both nations. To reduce the
power , privileges, and pofTeffions of the
nobility, and to increafe the wealth and
authority of the crown, was the princi-
pal objeä : of both . In this their fuccefs
was fo great, that the conftitutions of the
two governments have had, fince that
time, more refemblance, in name and in,
form than in reality, to the conftitutions
that prevailed before. Lewis the ele-
venth was the firft, fay the French , qui
mit ks roh hors de page. The indepen-
dency of the nobility had rendered the
ftate of his predeceffors very dependant,
and their power precarious. They were
the fovereigns of great vailals; but thefe
vaffals were fo powerful, that one of them
was fometimes able, and two or three of
them alwaySj to gtve law to the fove-

reign.,
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reign. Before Lewis came to the crown^
the Englifh had been driven out of their
pofleffions in France , by the poor cha-
radier of Henry the fixth, the dornende
troubles of his reign, and the defe&ion
of the houfe of Burgundy from his alli-
.ancQ, much more than by the ability of
Charles the feventh, who feems to have
been neither a greater hero nor a greater
politician than Henry the fixth ; and
even than iby the vigour and union of the
French nobility in his fervice, After
Lewjs came to the crown, Edward the
fourth made a ihew of carrying the war
again into France ; bat he foon returned
home, and your lordfhip will not be at
a lofs to find much better reafons for his
doing fo, in the fituation of his affairg and
•the eharafters of his allies, than thofe
which Philip of Commines draws from
the artifice of Lewis , from bis good
cheer and his penfions. Now from this
time our pretenfions on France were in
*ffe<ä given up : and Charles ths beM,

P 4 the
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the laft prince of the houfe of Burgundy,
being killed, Lewis had no vaflal able
to moleft him . He re-united the dutchy
of Burgundy and Artois to his crown, he
acquired Provence by gift, and his fori
Britany by marriage : and thus France
grew in the courfe of a few years into that
great and compact body which we be¬
hold at this time. The hiftory of France,
before this period, is like that of Germany,
a complicated hiftory of feveral ftates and
feveral interefts ; fometimes concurring
like members of the fame monarchy, and
fometimes warring on one another . Since
this period, the hiftory of France is the
hiftory of one ftate under a more uniform
and orderly government ; the hiftory of
a monarchy wherein the prince is pofief-
for of fome, as well as lprd of all the
great fieffes: and, the authority of many
tyrants centring in one, tho the people
are not become more free, yet the whole
fyftem of domeftic policy is entirejy
£hanged. Peace at home is better fe-

cured;
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cured, and the nation grown fitter to
carry war abroad. The governors of
great provinces and of ftrong fortreffes
have oppofed their king, and taken arms
againft his authority and commiffion fince
that time : but yet there is no more re-
femblance bctween the authority and pre-
tenfions of thefe governors, or the nature
and occafions of thefe difputes, and the
authority and pretenfions of the vaffals of
the crown in former days, or the nature
and occafions of their difputes with the
prince and with one another , than there
is between the antient and the prefent
peers of France . In a Word, the confti-
tution is fo altered, that any knowledge
we can acquire about it , in the hiftory
that precedes this period, will ferve to
little purpofe in our ftudy of the hiftory
that follows it, änd to lefs purpofe ftill in
aflifting us to judge of what paffes in the
prefent age. The kings of France fince
that time, more mafters at home, have
foeen able tp exert themfelves more a-

broad:
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abroad : and they began to do fo imme-
diatplyj for Charles the eighth , fon
and fucceflbr of Lewis the eleventh,
formed great dengns of foreign con-
quefts, tho tHey were difappointed by
bis inability, by the levity of the nation,
and by other caufes. Lewis the twelfth
and Francis the firft, but efpecially
Francis , meddled deep in the affairs of
Europe : and tho the fuperior genius of
Ferdinand called the catholic, and the
ftar of Charles the fifth prevailed againft
them , yet the efForts they made fhew fuf-
ficiently how the ftrength and impor-
tance of this monarchy were increafed in
their time . From whence we jnay date
likewife the rivallhip of the houfe of
France , for we may reckon that of Valoäs
and that of Bourbon as one upon this
occafion, and the houfe of Auftria ; that
continues at this day, and that has coftJ

fo much blood and fo much treafure in
|,he courfe of it.

II
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II . In England.

Tho the power and influence of the
nobility "funk in the great change that
began under Henry the feventh in Eng¬
land, as they did in that which began
under Lewis the eleventh in France;
yet the new conftitutions that thefe chan-
ges produced were very different . In
France the lords alone loft, the king
alone gained ; the clergy held their pof-
feffions and their immunities, and the
people remained in a ftate of mitigated
flavery. But in England the people
gained as well as the crown. The com-
mons had already a fhare in the legifla-
ture ; fo that the power and influence of
the lords being broke by Henry the
feventh, and the property of the com-
mons increafing by the fale that his fon
made of church -lands, the power of the
latter increafed of courfe by this change
in a conftitutipn, the forms whereof

were
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were favourable to them . The union of

the rofes put an end to die civil wars of
York and Lancafter, that had fucceeded
thofe we commonly call the barons wars:
and the humor of warring in France,
that had lafted near four hundred years
under the Normans and Plantagenets, for
plunder as well as conqueft, was fpent
Our temple of J anus was fhut by Henry
the feventh, We neither laid walle our

own nor other countries any lpnger : and
wife laws and a wife government changed
infenfibly the manners, and gave a new
turn to the fpirit, of our people. We
were no longer the free-booters we had
been. Our nation maintained her repu-
tation in arms whenever the public inte-
reft or the public authority required it j
but war ceafed to be, what it had been,

/ • ■

our principal and almoft our fole profef-
fion. The arts of peace prevailed among
us. We became hufbandmen , manufac-
turers , and merchants , and we emulated

j neigh-
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neighbouring nations in literature . It is
from this time that we ought to ftudy

the hiftory of our country , my lord, with
the utmoft application. We äre not much
concerned to know with critical accuraey
what were the ancient forms of our

parliatnents, concerning which however
there is little room for difpute from the

reign of Henry the third at leaft j nor
in fliort the whole fyftem of our civü
conftitution before Henry the fevenths
änd of our eeclefiaftical conftitution be¬

fore Henry the eighth . But he who
has not fludied and acquired a thorough
knowledge of fhem both , from thefe

periods down to the prefent time, in all
the variety of events by which they hav@
been afFefted, will be very unfit to judge
or to take care of either . Juft as little
are we concerned to know, in any nice
detail, what the condudl of our princeSj
relatively to their neighbours on the con-

tinent , was before this period, and at a
time when the partitiön of power and a

mul-
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mültitude of other circumftances ren*
dered the whöle political fyftem of Eu-
rope fo vaftly different from that which
has exifted fince. But he who has not
traced this conduö from the period we
fix, down to the prefent age, wants a
principal part of the knowledge that
every Englifh minifter of ftate fhould
have. Ignorance in the refpecfs here
fpoken of is the lefs pardonable, becaufe
we have more and more authentic means
of information concerning this, than con-
cerning any other period. Anecdotes
enow to : glut the curiofity of fome per-
fons> and to filence all the captious cavils
of others, will never be furnifhed by any
portion of hiftory nor indeed can they
according to the nature and courfe of
human affairs : but he who is content
to-read and obferve, like a fenator and a
ftatefman, will find in our own and in
foreign hiftorians as much information aa
he wants, concerning the affairs of our
ifland, her fortune at home and her con-

dü<ä
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dudt abroad, from the fiftecnth Century
to the eighteenth . I refer to foreign
hiftorians, as well "as to our own, for
this feries of our own hiftory ; not only
becaufe it is reafonable to fee in what
manner the hiftorians of other countries
have related the tranfadtions wherein we
have been concerned, and what judg-
ment they have made of our condudt
domeftic and foreign, but for another
reafon likewife. Our nation bas fuf-

nifhed as ample and as important matter,
good and bad, fo.r hiftory, as any nation
ünder the fun : and yet we muft yield
the palm in writing hiftory moft certainly
to the Italians and to the French , and 1
fear even to the Germans . The only
two pieces of hiftory we have, in any re-
fpedt to be compared with the antient,
are, the reign of Henry the feventh by
my lord Bacon , and the hiftory of our
civil wars in the laft Century by your no¬
ble anceftor my lord chancellor Claren¬
don . But we have no general hiftory

to
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to be compared with fome of other Cöüii-
tries : neither have we, whieh I lament

tjauch more, particular hiftories, except
the two I have mentioned, nor writers
of memorials, nor colledtors of monu-
inents and anecdotes, to vie in number
er in merk with thofe that foreign na-
tions can boaft $ from Commines , Guic-
ciardin,DüBellaY , Paolo , Davilaj
Thuanus , and a multitude of others,
down through the whole period that I
propofe to your lordfhip* But altho this
be true to our fhame ; yet it is true like-
wife that we want no neeefläry means
of informatiön. They lie open to our
induftry and our difcernment . Foreign
writers are för the rhoft part fcarce worth
reading when they fpeak of our dornende
affairs5 nor are our Englifh writers for
the raoft part of greater value when they
fpeak of foreign affairs. In this mutual
defect the writers of other countries are,
I think , more excufable than ours : for
the nature of our gpvernment, the poli-

tical
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tieal principles in which we äre bred,
our diftincl: interefts äs iflanders, and the
complicated various interefts and humors
of our parties, all thefe are fo peculiar to
ourfelves, and fo dirferent from the no-
tions, manners, and habits of other na*
tions, that it is not wonderful they fliould
be puzzled or fliould fall into error , when
they undertake to give relations of events
that refult from all thefe, of to päfs any
judgment upon thenu But as thefe hi-
ftorians are mutually defe£tive, fo they
mutually fupply each others defefts . We
muri compare them therefore , make ufe
of our difcernment, and.draw our con-
clufions from both . If \tfe proceed in
this manner, we häve an ample fund of
hiftory in our power, from whence to
collect- fufEcient äuthentic Information ;
and we rauft proceed in this manner,
even with our own hiftorians of different
religions, fefts, and parties, or run the
rifque of being mifled by domeftic igno-
rance and prejudice in this cafe, as well

Vol . I. as
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as by Foreign ignorance and prejudice in
the otbeis

Iii . In Spain and the Emplre>

Spain figured little in Europe tili the
latter part of the fifteenth Century; tili
Caftile and Arragon were united by the
marriage of Ferdinand an r̂ Isabella ;
tili the total expulfion of the Moors, and
tili the difcovery of -the Weft -Indies. Af¬
ter this, not oöly Spain took a new form,
and grew into immenfe power ; but, the
heir of Ferdinand and Isabella , be-

ing heir likewife of the houfes of Bur-
gundy and Aultria , fuch an extent of
dominion accrued to him by all thefe
fucceffions, and fuch an addition of rank
and author-ity by his ele&ion to the em-
pire, as no prince had been mafter. of in
Europe from the days of Charles the
great . It is proper to.obferve, here how
the policy of the 'Germans altered.in the
choice of,an emperor ,;,becaufe the.effl&s

safc' £iö ' .: ; of
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of this alteration have been great. When
Rodolphus o£ Hapfburg was chofe in
the year one thoufand two hundred and
ieventy, or about that time, the poverty
and the low eftate of this prinpe, who had
been marfhal of the eourt to a king of
Bohemia, was an inducement to eleci
him . Tfhe diforderly and lawlefs ftate
of the Empire made the princes of it in
thofe days unwiiling to have a more pow-
erful head. But a contrary maxim took
place at this aera : Charles the fifth
and Francis the firft, the two moft
powerful princes of Europe , were the
fole candidatesj for the eleftor of Saxony,
who is faid to have declined, was rather
unable to ftand in competition with them:
and Charles was chofen by the ünani-
mous fuffrages of the eleftoral College,
if I miftake not. Another Charles,
Charles the fourth , who was made em-
peror illegally enough on the depofitioa
of Lewis of Bavaria, and about one hun-
dred and fifty years before, feems to me

Q^ 2 tO



2l-2-8 L E T T E R m

So have contributed doubly to ercablnTr
this maxini > by the wife conftitutions
that he procured to pafs,, that united the

empire in a more orderly form-and bet¬

ter fyftem of gövernmentj and by alie-

nating the imperial revenues to fuch a

degree, that they were no longer fuffi-
cient to füpport an emperor who had not

great revenues of Iiis own. The fame
maxim and other circumftances have con-

curred to keep the empire in this family
ever fince,, as it had been often before -T

änd this family having large dominions-
in the empire and larger pretenfrons as
well as dominions out of it, the other

ftates of Europe , France,'.Spain and Eng¬

land particularly, have been- more con-
cerned fince this period in- the alfairs

of Germany than they were before it :

and by confequence the hulory of Ger¬

many, from the beginning of the fixteentb
Century, is of importance, and a neceüary

part of that knowledge whieh your lord-
Ihip defires to acquire. Th,k
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The Dutch Commonwealth was not

formed tili near a Century later. But as
foon as k was formed , nay even whilft it
was forming, thefe provinces that were
loft to obfervation, among the many that
compofed the dominions of Burgundy
and Auftria, became fo coniideräbie a

part of the political fyftem of Europe,
that their Hftory muft bje ftudied by
£very man who would inform himfelf
•of this fyftem.

Soon after this ftate had taken benign
others of a more ancient original began
to mingle in thofe difputes and wars.,
thofe Councils, negociations and treatieSj
that are to be the principal objedts of
your lordiliip's appHcation in the ftudy
of hiftory. That of the northern crowns
deferves your attention little, before the
laft Century. Till the ekction of Fre-
©ERic the firft to the crown of Dcn-
mark , and tili that wonderftil revolution

Q, 3 which
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which the firfl Gustavus brought about
in Sweden, it is nothing more than a
confufed rhapfody of events, in which
the great kingdoms and ftates of Europe
neither had any concern, nor took any
part . From the time I have mentioned,
the riörthern crowns häve turned their
counfels arid their arms often fouthwards,
and Sweden particularly with prodigious
efledt.

To what purpofe fhould I trouble your
lordfhip with the mention of hiflories of
other nations ? They are either fuch as
have no relation tp the knqwledge you
would acquire, like that of the Poles,
the Mufcovites, or the Türks ; or they
are fuch as, having an occaüonal or a fe-
condary relation to it, fall of courfe into
your fcheme 5 like the hiftory of Italy
fot inflance, which is fometiraes a part
of that of France , fometimes of that of
Spain, and fometimes of that of Ger-
ijiany. The thread of hiftory, that you

ar§
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&pe to keep, is that of the nations who
are and muft always be concerned in the
&me fcenes of adtion with your own.
Thefe are the principal nations of the
werl . Things that have no immediate
relation to your own country, or to them,
are either too remote, or too minute , to

employ much of your time : and their
hiftory and your own is, for all your

purpofes, the whole hiftory of Europe.

The two great powers, that of France
and that of Auftria, being formed, and

a rivahhip eftablifhed by confequence be-
tween them 5 it began to be the intereft
,j&f their neighbours to oppofe the ftrongeft
and moft enterprizing of the two, and
to be the ally and friend of the weakeft.
From hence arofe the notion of a bal-

lance of power in Europe , on the equal
poize of which the fafcty and tranquil-
lity of all muft depend. To deftroy the
equality of this ballance has been the
ßm of each of thefe rivals in hjs turn :

Ĉ j . and
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and to hinder it from being deftroyed,
by preventing too much power from fahr
ing intq one fcale, has been the principle
pf all the wife Councils of Europe , rela-
tively to France and to the houfe of Au-
ftria, through the whole period that be-
gan at the aera we have fijfed, and fub-
lifts at this hour . To make a cafeful
and jujfl obfervation, therefore , of the rife
and decline of thefe powers, in the two
lait centuries and in the prefent, of the
projects- which their ambition formed,
pf the rneans they employed to carry
thefe projects pn WJth fuccefs, of the
pieans employed by others to defeat them,
pf the ifTue of all thefe endeavours iq
war and in negociation, and particularly
to bring your obfervations home to your-
pwn country and your own ufe ; of the
conducl; that England held, to her honor.
pr difhonor, to her advantage or dilad-
vantage, in every one of the numerous
and important coniunctures that hap-
pened—ought to be the principal fubjeifc

pf
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of your lordfhip's attention in reading
and refleöing on this part of modern hi- ,
ftory.

Now to this purpofe you will find it
of great ufe, my lord, when you have a
general plan of the hiflory in your mind,
to go over the whole again in another
method , which I propofe to be this.
Divide the entire period into fuch parti-
cular periods as the general courfe of af-
fairs will mark, out fo you fufficiently, by
the rife of new conjunctures, of different
fchemes of conduof, and of different thea-
tres of action. Examine this period of
hiftory as you would examine a tragedy
or a comedy ; that is, take firft the idea
or a general notion of the whole , and
after that examine every adl and every
fcene apart. Confider them in them-
felves, and confider them relatively to
one another . Read this hiflory as you
would that of any ancient period ; but
ftüdy it afterwards, as it would not

be
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fee worth your while to ftudy the other $
nay as vgu could not have in your power
the means of ftudying the other , if the
ftudy was really worth your while . The
former part of this period abounds in
great hiftorians : and the latter part is fo
modern , that even tradition is authentic
enough to fupply the want of good hif-
tory ; if we are eurious to enquire , and
if we hearken to the living with the fame
impartiality and freedom of judgment as
we read the dead : and he that döes one

will do the other . The whole period
abounds in memorials, in colledHons of
public adls and monuments , of private
letters, and of treaties. All thefe muft
come into your plan of fludy, my lord :
many not to be red through , but all to
be confulted and compared. They muft
not lead you, I think , to your enquiries,
but your enquiries muft lead you to them.
By joining hiftory and that which we
call the materia hiftorica together in this
mannerj and by drawing your Informa¬

tion:
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tion from both , your lordfhip will acquire
not only that knowledge which many
have in fome degree, of the great tranf-
adlions that have paffed, and the great
events that have happened in Europe du-
nng this period, and of their immediate
and obvious caufes and confequences;
but your lordfhip will acquire a much
fuperior knowledge , and fuch a one as
yery few rnen poffefs almoft in any de¬
gree, a knowledge of the true political
fyftem of Europe during this time. You
will fee it in it?s primitive principles, in
the conftitutions of governments, the ü-
tuations of countries, their national and
true interefts, the charadters and the re-
ligion of people, and other permanent
circumftances . You will trace it through
all its flud:uations, and obferve how the
objects vary feldom, but the means per-
petually, according to the difFerent cha-
rafters of princes and of thofe who go-
¥ern j the difFerent abilities of thofe who
fbrvej the courfe of accidents, and a

multitude
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multitude of other irregulär and cpntin-
gent circurnftances.

The particular periods iiito which the
whole period fhould be divided, in my
opinion, are thefe. i . From the fifteenth
to the end of the fixteenth Century.
2 . From thence to the Pyrenean treaty.
3. From. thence down to the prefent
time.

Your lordfhip will find this diyifion as
apt and as proper, relatively to the parti¬
cular hiftories of England , France, Spain,
and Germany , the principal nations con-
cerned , as it is relatively to the generai
hiftory of Europe.

The death of queen Elizabeth , and
Che accemon of king James the firrl,
niade a vaft alteration in the government
of our nation at home, and in her con-
«lucl: abroad, about the end of the firll

of thefe periods. The wars that religioa
pccafipned¥
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cccafioned, and ambition fomented, iß
France, through the reigns of Francis
the fecond, Charles the ninth , Henry
the third , and a part of Henry the fourth,
ended : and the furies of the league were
crufhed by this great prince, about the
fame time. Philip the fecond of Spaia
marks this period likewife by his death,
and by the exhaufted condkion in which
he left the monarchy he governed : which
took the Iead no longer in difturbing the
peace of mankind , but aeted a fecond part
in abetting the bigctry and ambition of
Ferdinand the fecond and the third.

The thirty years war that devafted Ger-
many did not begin tili the eighteenth
year of the feventeenth Century, but the
feeds of it were fowing fome time before,
and even at the end of the fixteenth,
Ferdinand the hrft and Maximilian

had fhewn much lenity and moderation
in the difputes and troubles that arofe ort
account of religion. Under Rodolphus
and Matthias , as the fucceffion of

3 their
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their coufi-n Ferdinand approached»
the fires that were covered began to
finoak and to fparkle : and if the war
did not begin with this Century, the pre-
paration for it, and the expe&ation of it
did.

The fecond period ends in one thou-
fänd fix hundred and fixty, the year of
the reftoration of Charles the fecond
to the throne of England j when our
civil wars and all the diforders whieh
Cromwell 's ufurpation had produced
were over : and therefore a remarkable
point of time, with refpect to our coun^
try . It is no lefs remarkable with re-
fpecl: to Germany , Spain, and France*.

As to Germany ; the ambitious projedls
of the German branch of Auftria had
been entirely defeated, the peace of the
empire had been reftored, and almoft a
new conftitution formed, or an old one
revived, by the treaties of Weftphalia;

nay
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nay the imperial eagle was not only fallen5
but her wings were clipped.

As to Spainj the Spanifh branch was
fallen as low twelve years afterwards, that
is in the year one thoufand fix hundred
and fixty. Philip the fecond left his
fucceflbrs a ruined monarchy . He left
them fomething worfe ; he left them his
example and his principles of govern-
ment , founded in ambition, in pride, in
ignorance, in bigotry, and all the pe-
dantry of flate. I have red fomewhere
or other, that the war of the Low Coun-
tries alone coft him, by his own confef-
fion, five hundred and fixty-four millions,'
a prodigious fum in what fpecies foever
he reckoned. Philip the third and
Philip the fourth followed his example
and his principles of government, at home
and abroad. At home, there was much
form, but no good order, no economy
nor wifdom of policy in the ftate. The
.churehcontinued to devour the flate, and

that
1 ■
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that-monfter the inquifition to difpeople
the cöuntry, even more than perpetual
war, and all the numcrous colonies that
Spain had fent to the Weft -Indies : for
your lördfhip will find that Philip the
third drove more than nine hundred thou-

fand Morifcoes out of his dommions by
one edict, with fuch circumftances' of in-

humanity in the execution of it, as Spa-
niards alone could exereife, and that tri-
bunal, who had provoked ' this unhappy
race to reVolt, could alone approve. A-
broad , the conduet of thefe princes was
diredted by the fame wild fpirit of ambi-
tion : rafh in undertaking tho flow to ex-
ecute, and obflinate in purfuing tho un-
able to fueeeed, they opened a new fluice
to let out the little life and vis;our that re-O

mained in their monarehy . Philip the
fecond is faid to have been piqued againft
his uncle Ferdinand , for refufing to
yield the empire to him on the abdica-
tion of Charles the fifth. Certain it is,
that as much as he loved to difturb the

peacc
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peace of mankind, and to meddle in every
■quarrel thafhad the appearance of fup-
porting the Roman , and opprefiing every
other church , he meddled little in the
•affairs of Germany. But Ferdinand
and Maximilian dead, and the ofF-
fpring of Maximilian extincl, the kings
of Spain efpoufed the interefts of the
other branch of their family, entertained
remote views of ambition in favour of
their own branch , even on that fide, and
made all the enterprizes of Ferdinand
•of Gratz , both before and after his eleva-
tion to the empire, the common caufe of
the hoüfe of Auftria . What completed
their ruin was this : they knew not how
to lofe, nor when to yield. They ac-
knowledged the independency of the
Dutch Commonwealth, and became the
allies of their antient fubjedls at the treaty
of Munfter : but they would not forego
their ufurped claim on Portugal , and they
perfifted to carry on fingly the war againft
France . Thus they were reduced to fuch

Vol . LR a
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a lownefs of power as can hardly be pa-
rallelled in any other cafe : and Philip
the fourth was obliged at laft to conclude
a peace, on terms repugnant to his incli-
nation, to that of his people, to the in-
tereft of Spain, and to that of all Europe,
in the Pyrenean treaty.

As to France ; this aera of the entire

fall of the Spanifli power is likewife that
from which we may reckon that France
grew as formidable as we have feen her
to her neighbours in power and preten-
lions. Henry the fourth meditated great
defigns, and prepared to a£t a great part
in Europe in the very beginning of this
period, when Ravaillac ftabbed him.
His defigns died with him, and are rather
guelfed at than known j for furely thofe
which his hiftorian Perefixe and the

Compilers of Sülly 's memorMs afcribe
to him, of a chriftian Commonwealth,
divided into fifteen ftates, and of a fenate
to decide all difFerences, and to maintain

this
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this new conftitution of Europe, are too
chimerical to have been really his : but
his general deßgn of abafing the houfc
of Auftria, and eftablifhing the fuperior
power in that of Bourbon, was taken up
about twenty years after his death by
Richelieu , and was purfued by him,
and by Mazarin with fo much abi-
lity and fuccefs, that it was effedxed en-
tirely by the treaties of Weftphalia and
by the Pyrenean treaty \ that is, at the
end of the fecond of thofe periods I have
prefumed to propofe to your lordfhip.

When the third , in which we now
are, will end, and what circumftances
will mark the end of it, I know not:
but this I know, that the great events
and revolutions, which have happened in
the courfe of it, intereft us ftill more
nearly than thofe of the two precedent
periods. I intended to have drawn up
an elenchus or fummary of the three,
but I doubted on further reflectionj whe¬

ll 2 ther
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ther my memory would enable nie to dö
it with exaÄnefs enough : and I faw that
if I was äble to do it, the dedu&ion
would be immeafurably long. Some-
thing of this kind however it may be
reafonable to attempt, in fpeaking of the
laft period : which may hereafter occa-
fion a further trouble to your lordfhip.

But to give you fome breathing-timc,
I will poftpone it at prefent, and am in
the mean while,
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LETTER VII.

A fietch of the ftate and hiftory of Eu-
rope from the Pyrenean treaty in one
thoufand fix hundred and ffty -nine, to
the year one thoufand fix hundred and
eighty-eight.

t a \ H E firft pbfervation I fhall make
,§ on this third period of modern hi-

ftory is, that as the ambition of Charles
the fifth, who united the whole formi-
dable power of Auftria in himfelf , and
the reftlefs temper , the cruelty and bi-
gotry of Philip the fecond, were prin-
cipally pbjeds of the attention and folici-
tude of the Councils of Europe , in the
firft of thefe periods ; and as the ambi¬
tion of Ferdinand the fecond, and the
thir.d, who aimed at nothing lefs than
extirpating the proteftant intereft, and
under that pretence fubduing the Uber-,
ties of Germany, were objedts of the fame

R 3 kind
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kind in the fecond : fo an oppofition to
the growing power of France, or to fpeak
more properly to the exorbitant arnbition
of the houfe of Bourbon, has been the,
principal affair of Europe, during the
greateft part of the prefent period. The
defign of afpiring to univerfal monarchy
was imputed to Charles the fifth, as
foon as he began to give proofs of his
ambition and capacity. The fame defign
was imputed to Lewis the fourteenth,
as foon as he began to feel his own
ftrength , and the weaknefs of his neigh-
bours. Neither of thefe princes was in-
duced, I believe, by the fiattery of his
courtiers, or the apprehenfions of his ad-
verfaries, to entertain fo chimerical a de¬
fign as this would have been, even in
that falfe fenfe wherein the word univer¬
fal is fo often underftood : and I miftake
very much if either of them was of a
character , or in circumftances, to.under-
take it. Both of them had ftrong defires
to raife their families higher , and. tp ex-

tend
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tend their dominions farther ; but nekher
qf them had that bold and adventurous
ambition which makes a conqueror and
an hero . Thefe apprehenfions however
were given wifely, and taken ufefully.
They cannot be given nor taken too foon
when fuch powers as tbefe arife ; be-
caufe when fuch powers as thefe are be-
fieged as it were early, by the common
policy and watchfulnefs of their neigh-
bours, each of them may in his turn
of ftrength fally forth, and gain a little
ground ; but none of them will be able
to pufh their conquefts far, and much
lefs to confummate the entire proje&s of'
their ' ambition. Befides the occafional

oppofition that was given to Charles
the fifth by our Henry the eighth , ac-
cording to the different moods of humor
he was in ; by the popes, according to
the feveral turns of their private interefl;;
and by the princes «f Germany , accord¬
ing to the occafions or pretences that re-
ligion or civil liberty furnifhed ; he had

R 4 from
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from his firft fetting out a rival and an
enemy in Francis the firft, who d'vä
not maintain his caufe in forma pauperis,
if I may ufe fuch an expreflion : as we
have feen the houfe of Auftria fue, in our
daySj for dominion at the gate of every
palace in Europe . Francis the firft was
the principal in his own quarreis, paid
his own armtes, fought his own battles 5
and tho his valour alone did not hinder
Charles the fifth from fubduing all Eu¬
rope, as Bayle , a better philologer than
politician, fomewhere afierts, but a mul-
titude of other circumftances eafily to be
traced in hiftory ; yet he contributed by
his vidrories, and even by his defeats, to
warte the ftrength and check the courfe
of that growing power. Le wis the four-
teenth had no rival of this kind in the
houfe of Auftria, nor indeed any enemy
of this importance to combat, tili the
prince of Orange became king of Great-
Britain : and he had great advantages in
many other refpects, which it is neceffary

' tft
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to confider in order to mäke a true judg-
ment on the afFairs of Europe from the
year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty;
You will difcover the firft of thefe ad-

vantages, and fuch as were produktive
of all the reft, in the condudt of Riche¬
lieu and of Mazarin . Richelieu

formed the great defign, and laid the
foundations : Mazarin purfued the de¬
fign, and raifed the fuperftrudture . If I
do not deceive myfelf extremely, there
are few paffages in hiftory that deferve
your lordfhip's attention more than the
condudt that the firft and greateft of thefe
minifters held, in laying the foundations
I fpeak of. You will obferve how he
helped to embroil afFairs on every fide,
and to keep the houfe of Auftria at bay
as it were ; how he entered into the quar-
rels of Italy againft Spam, into that con-
cerning the Valteline, and that concern-
ing the fucceflion of Mantua j without
engaging fo deep as to divert him frorri
^nother great objedt of his policy, fubdu-

ing
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ing Rochelle and difarming the Hugue-
nots. You will obferve how he turned
himfelf, after this was done, to ftop the
progrefs of Ferdinand in Germany.
Whilft Spain fomented difcontents at the
court and diforders in the kingdom of
France , by all pomble means, even by
taking engagements with the duke of
Rohan , and for fupporting the prote-
flants ; Richelieu abetted the fame in-
tereft in Germany againft Ferdinand ;
and in the Low Countries againft Spain.
The emperor was become almofi: the
mafter in Germany . Christian the
fourth , king of Denmark , had been at
the head of a league, wherein the United
Provinces, Sweden, and lower Saxony en¬
tered to oppofe his progrefs : but Chri¬
stian had been defeated byTiLLY and
Valstein , and obliged to conclude a
treaty at Lubec , where Ferdinand gave
him the law. It was then tha'c Gusta-
vus Adolphus , with whom Richelieu
made an alliance3 entered ' into thrs war

and
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and foon turned the fortune of it. The
French minifter had not yet engaged his
mafter openly in the war j but when the
Dutch grew impatient and threatned to
renew their truce with Spain, unlefs
France declared ; when the king of Swe-
den was killed and the battle of Nord-
lingen loftj when Saxony had turned
again to the fide of the emperor , and
Brandenburg and fo many others had
followed this example, that Helfe almoft
alone perfifted in the Swedifli alliance:
then Richelieu engaged his mafter, and
profited of every circuraftance which the
conjuncture alforded, to engage him with
advantage. For firft he had a double
advantage by engaging fo late : that of
Coming frefh into the quarrel againfl a
wearied and almoft exhaufted enemy;
and that of yielding to the impatience of
his friends, who preifed by their neceffi-
ties and by the want they had of France,
gave this minifter an opportunity of lay-
ing thofe claims and eftablifjiing thofe

preten-
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pretenfions, in all his treaties with Hol¬
land, Sweden, and the princes and ftates
of the empire, oh wliich he had projefted
the future aggraridifement'of France. The
mahfter in which he engaged, and the an*
that he gave to his ehgagement, were ad-
vantages öf the fecond fort, advantages of
reputation and credit ; yet were thefe of
no fmall moment in the courfe of the
war, and operated ftrongly in favour of
France he defigned they fhould, even
after his death,and at and after the trea¬
ties of Weflphalia . ile varnifhed ambi-
tion with the moft plaufible and populär
pretences. The elccf or of Treves had put
himfelf linder the protection of France :
and, if I rememher right , he made this
ftep when the emperor could not proteft
him againft the Swedes, whom he had
reafon to apprehend . No matter, , the
governor of Luxemburg was ordered to
furprize Treves and to feize the eledlor.
He executed his Orders with fuccefs, and
carried this prince prifoner into Brabant

Richelieu
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Richelieu feized the lucky circum-
ftance ; he reclaimed the eieftor : and,
on the refufal of the cardinal Infant , the
war was declared. France , you fee, ap-
peared the common friend of Hberty,
the defender of it in the Low Countries
againft the king of Spain, and in Ger-
many againft the emperor, as well as the
protector of the princes of the empire,
many of whofe ftates had been illegajly
invaded, and whofe perfons were no
longer fafe from violence even in their
own palaces. All thefe appearances werc
kept up in the negotiations at Munfter,
where Mazarin reaped what Riche¬
lieu had fowed. The demands that
France made for herfelf were very great j
but the conjuncture was favourable, and
fhe improved it to the utmoft. No figure
could be more flattering than her 's, at
the head of thefe negotiations ; nor more
mortifying than the emperor 's through
the whole courfe of the treaty . The
princes and ftates of the empire had been

treated
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treated as vafials by the emperor : Frahce
determined them to treat with him bn
this occafion as fovereigns, and fupported
them in this determinatiön. Whilft Swe-
den feemed concerned for the proteftant
mtereft alone, and fhewed nö other re-
gard as fhe had no other alliance; France
afFedted to be impartial alike to the pro-
teftant and to the papift, and to have no
Intereft at heart but the common intereft
of the Germanic body. Her demands
were exceflive, but they were to be fa-
tisfied principally out of the emperor's
patrimonial dominions. It had been the
art of her minifters to eftablifh this ge-
neral maxim onfhäny particulär experi-
ence's, that the grändeur of France was
a real, and wöüld be a confiant fecurity
to the rights and liberties of the empire
againli the emperor : and if is no wonder
thcrefore , this maxim prevailing, inju-
ries, refentments and jeatoufies being frefh
on one fide, and fervices, obligations and
confidence on the other , that the Ger¬

mans
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rnans were not unwilling France fhould
extend her empire on this fide of the
Rhine , whilft Sweden did the fame oii
this fide of the Baltic. Thefe treaties,
and the immenfe credit and influence that
France had acquired by them in the em¬
pire, put it out of the power of one
branch of the houfe of Auftria to return
the obligations of affiftance to the other,
in the war that continued between France

and Spam, tili the Pyrenean treaty. By
this treaty the fuperiority of the houfe of
Bourbon over the houfe of Auftria was
not only completed and confirmed, but
the great defign of uniting the Spanifti
and the French monarchies under the
former was laid.

The third period therefore begins by
a great change of the balance of power
in Europe, and by the profped: of one
much greater and more fatal. Before I
defcend into the particulars I intend t®
rnention, of the courfe of affairs, and of

2 the
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the political condudl of the great powers
of Europe in this third periöd j give me
leave to caft my eyes once more back on
the fecond. The reflection I am going
to make feems to me important,- and
leads to all that is to followi

The Dutch niäde their peace feparate-
ly at Munfber with Spain, who acknow-
ledged then the fovereignty and indepen-
dency of their commonwealthi The
French , who had been, äfter our Eli¬
zabeth , their principal fupport, re~
proached them feverely for this breach
q{ faith. They excufed themfelves in
the beft manner , and by the beft reafons,
they could. All this your lordfhip will
find in the monuments of that time.

Butlthink it not improbable thät they
had a motive you will not find thergj
and which it was not proper to give as a
reafon or oxcufe to the French . Might
not the wife men amongfl them confider
even then, befides the immediate advan-

tages
I
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täges that accrued by this treaty to their
Commonwealth, that the imperial power
was fallen ; that the power of Spain was
vaftly reduced j that the houfe of Auftria
was nothing more than the madow of a
great name, and that the houfe of Bour-
bon was advancing, by large ftrides, to a
degree of power as exorbitant, and as for-
midable as that of the other family had
been in the hands of Charles the fifth,
of Philip the fecond, and lately of the
two Ferdinands ? Might they not fore-
fee even then what happened in the
courfe of very few years, when they
were obliged for their own fecurity to
aflift their old enemies the Spaniards
againft their old friends the French ? I
think they miglit . Our Charles the
firft was no great politician, and yet he
feemed to difcern that the balance o£

0
power was turning in favour of France,
fome years before the treaties of Weft-
phalia. He refufed to be neuter, and
threatned to take part with Spain, if the

Vol . I . S French
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French purfaed the defign of befiegiiig
Dunkirk and Graveline, according to ä
concert taken betweeh them and the

Dutch , and in purfuance of a treaty
for dividing the Spanifh Low Coun-
tries, which Richelieu had negotiäted.
Cromwell either did not difcern this

turn of the bälance of power, long after-
■ward's when it ' wäs much more vifible;

or, difcerning it, he was induced by rea-
fons of private intereft to aft againft the
ge'neral intereft of Europe . Cromwell
joined with France againft ' Spain, and
tho he got Jamaica änd Dunkirk , he
drove the Spaniards into a neceflity of
makiiig a peace with France , tliat hias
difturbed the peace of the World almoft
fourfcore years, and the confequences of
which have well-nigh beggared in our
times the nation he enflaved in his. There

•
is .a tradition, I have heard it from per-t
fons":whalived in thofe days, and I believe
k came. from Thurlo , ihat Cromwell

was in treaty .with Spain, and ready to
. ; i . turn



and State of EuRop.e . 259
turn Iiis arms againft France when he
died. If this facf was certain, as little
as I honor his memory , I fhould have
fome regret that he died fo foon. But
whatever his intentions were, we muffc
charge the Pyrenean treaty, and the fatal
confequences of it, in great meafure to
his account. The Spaniards abhorred
the thought of marrying their Infanta to
Lewis the fourteenth . It was on this
point that they broke the negotiation-
Lionne had begun : and your lordfhip
will perceive, that if they refumed it äf-
terwards, and ofFered the marriage they
had before rejedted, Cromwell 's league
with France was a principal inducement
to this alteration of their refolutions.

The precife point at which the fcales
of power turn , like that of the folfticä
in either tropic, is imperceptible to com¬
mon obfervation : and, in one cafe as in
the other, fome progrefs muft be made
in the new diredtion, before the change

S 2 is
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is perceived. They who are in the fini -*
ing fcale, for in the political balance of
power , unlike to all others,.the fcale that
is empty links,, and that whieh is füll
rifes ; they who are in the finking fcale
do not eafily come off fror» the habitual
prejudices of fuperior wealth or power*
©r fkill or courage, nor from the con-
fidence that thefe prejudices infpire.,
They who are in the rifing fcale do not
i'mmediately feel their ßrength , nor a£-
&une that confidence in it which fuccefs*

ful experience gives them afterwards.
They who are the raoft concerned to
watch the variatioas of this balance, mif-
judge often in the fame manner, and
from the ferne prejudices.- They conti-
nue to dread a power no longer able to*
hurt them ;, or they continue to have no
apprehenfions of a power thatgrows daily
inore formidable. Spain verified the firffc
obfervation at the end of the fecond pe-
l'iod, when proud and poor, and enter-
prifing and feeble, flie ftill thought her-m
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telf a match for France . France verifie4
the fecond obfervation at the beginning
of the third period, wfren the triple alli-
ance ftopped the progrefs ©f her arms,
whieh alliances much more confiderable
were not able to efFect afterwards. The

other principal powers ofEurope , in their
turns , have verified the third obferva¬
tion in both its parte, through tljp whole
courfe of this period.

When Lewis the fovtrteenth took the
ädrniniftration of afFairs into his owa
hands, about the year ©ne tboufand fix
hundred and fixty, he was in the prime
of his age, and had what princes feldom.
have, the advantages of youth and thofe
of experience together . Their educa-
tion is generally bad ; for which reafon
royal birth, that gives a right to the
throne among ©ther people, gave an ab-
folute exclufion from it among the Ma-
malukes. His was in all refpe&s, except
one, as bad as that of other princes. He

S 3 jefted
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jefted fometimes-on his own ignorance,
and there were other defedts in bis cha-'
racTrer owing to his education, which he
did not fee. But Mazarin had initia-

ted him betimes in the myfteries of his
policy. He had feen.a great part of thofe
foundations laidj on which he was to
raife the. fabric of his future grandeur:
änd as Mazarin finifhed the work that
Richelieu began, he had the leflbns of
one, and the examples of both , to in-
ftrucl: him . He had acquired habits of
fccrecy and method , in buftnefs; of re-
ferve, difcretion, decency and dignity, in
behavioür. If he was not the gteatefl
king , he was the bert actor bf mäjefty at
leaft that ever filled a throne . He by no
rrleans wanted that courage which is'
comrhonly called bravery, tho the want*
of it was imputed to him in the midfl of
his greateft triumphs : nor that other
courage, lefs oftentatious and more rarely
found, calm, fteady, perfevering refolu-
tion ; which feems to arife lefs from the-

temper.
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temper of the body, and is ther'eföre called
courage of the mind. He had them both
moft certainly, and I could produce un--
queftionable aneedotes in proof- He was
in one word much fuperior to any prince
with whom he had to do, when he be-

gan to govern. He was furrounded with
great captains bred in former wars, and
with great minifters bred in the fame
fchool as himfelf. They who had worked
under Mazarin , worked on the fame
plan under him ; and as they had the
advantages of genius and experience over
moft of the minifters of other countries,

fo they had another advantage over thofe
who were equal or fuperior to them : the
advantage of ferving a mafter whofe ab-
folüte power was eftabliflied; and the
advantage of a fituation wherein thev

O - J

might exert their whole capacity withdut
contradidtion j over that , for inftance,
wherein your lordfliip's great grand-fa-
ther was placed, at the fame tiroe in
England, and John de Wit in HoUanef.

S 4 Among
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Among thefe tninifters, Colbbrt muft
be mentioned particularly upon this oc-
cafion; becaufe it was he who improved
the weaith, and confequently the power
of France extremely, by the order he
put into the finances, and by the encou-
ragement he gave to trade and manufac-
tures. The foil, the climate, the fitua-
tion of France , the ingenuity, the indu-
ftry, the vivacity of her inhabitants are
fuch j fhe has fo little want of the pror-
dudl: of other countries, and other coun-
tri.es have fo many real or imaginary
wants to be fupplied by her ; that when
fhe is not at war with all her neighbours,
when her domeftic quiet is preferved
and any tolerable adminiftratiqn pf go-
vernment prevails, fhe muft grow rieh
at the expence of thofe who trade, and
even of thofe who do not open a trade,
with her . Her bawbles, her modes, the
fpllies and extravagancies of her luxury,
coft England , about the time we are
fpeaking of, little lefs than eight hundred

thoufand
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thoufand pouads fterling a year, and
other nations in their proportions. Col-
bert made the raoft of all thcfe advan-
tageous circumftances, and whilft he filled
the national fpunge, he taught his fuc-
ceflbrs how to fqueeze it j a fecret that
he repented having difcovered, they fay,
when he faw the immenfe fums that
were necefläry to fupply the growing
magnificence of his marler,

This was the charader of Lewis the
fourteenth , and this was the ftate of his
kingdom at the beginning of the prefent
period. If his power was great, his pre-
tenlions were ftill greater. He had re-
nounced, and the infanta with his con-
fent had renounced, all right to the fuo
jeeflion of Spain, in the ftrongeft terms
that the precaution of the Councils of
Madrid could contrive. No matter ; he
confented to thefe renunciations5 but your
lordfliip will find by the letters of Ma-
ZARIN and by other memorials, that he

3 acted
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acted on the contrary principle, frorn the
iirft, which he avowed foon afterwards.
Such a power, and fuch pretenfions,
fhould have given, one would think, an
immediate alarm to the reft of .Europe.
Philip the fourth was broken and de- ,

cayed, like the monarchy he governed.
One of his fons died, as I remember , du¬
ring the negotiations that preceded the
year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty:
and the furvivor, who was Charles the
fecond, rather languiilied than lived from
the cradle to the grave. So dangerour
a contingency, therefore , as the union
ef the two monarchies of France and-

Spain being in view forty years together;
one would imagine, that the principal
powers of Europe had the means öf pre-
venting it conftantly in view during the
fame time. But it was otherwife. France

adled very fyftematically from the year
one thoufand fix hundred and fixty, to
the death of king Charles the fecond
©f Spain,. She never loft fight of her

great
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great objedt, the fucceffion to the whole
Spanifh monarchy ; and ftie accepted the
will of the king of Spain in favour of the
duke of Anjou. As fhe never loft fight
of her great objedt during this time, fo.
Ihe loft no opportunity of increafing her
power, while fhe waited for that of fud-
eeeding in her pretenfions. The two
branches öf Auftria were in no condition

of making a confiderable oppofition to

her defigns and attempts. Holland , who
of all other powers was the moft con-
cerned to oppofe them , was at that time
under two influences that hindered her

from purfuing her true intereft . Her
true intereft was to have ufed her utmoft

endeavours to unite clofely and intimately
with England dn the reftoration of king
Charles . . 5he did the very contrary.
John de Wit , at the head of the Louve-
ftein faclion, governed. The intereft of
his party was to keep the houfe of Orange
down : he courted therefore the friend- ,

fhip of France ^ and negledled that of
England,
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England . The alliance between our na»
tion and the Dutch was renewed, I think,
in one thoufand fix hundred and fixty»*
two j but the latter had made a defenfive
league with France a little before, on the
fuppofition prineipally of a war with Eng¬
land. The war became inevitable very
foon. Cromwell had chaftifed them
for their ufurpations in trade and the out-
rages and cruelties they had committed;
but he had not cured them . The fame
fpirit continued in the Dutch , the fame
refentments in the Englifh : and the pique
of merchants became the pique of nations.
France entered into the war on the fide
of Holland ; but the little affiftance fhe
gave the Dutch fhewed piain enough that
her intention was to make thefe two

powers walle their ftrength againft one
another , whilft fhe extended her con-
quefts in the Spanifh Low Countries,
Her invafion of thefe provinces obliged
De Wit to change his condu£i Hi-
therto he had been attached to France in

the
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ehe clofeft manner, had led his republie
to ferve all the purpofes of France , and
had renewed with the marmal D 'Estra-

des a project of dividing the Spanifli Ne¬
therlands between France and Holland»

that had been taken up formerly, whert
Richelieu made ufe of it toflatter their

ambition, and to engage them to prolong
the war againft Spain. A project not un-
like to that which was held out to therri

by the famous prelirainaries, and the ex¬
travagant barrier -treaty, in one thoufand
feven hundred and nine ; and which en-

gaged them to continue a war on the
principle of ambition, into which they
had entered with more reafonable and
more moderate views.

As the private interefts of the two Ds
Wits hindered that common-wealth

from being on her guard, as early as-
fhe ought to have been againft France*
fo the miftaken policy of the court of
England , and the fliort views, and the

profufe
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profufe temper of the prince who gö*>
verned, gave great advantages to Lewis
the fourteenth in the purfuit of his de-
figns. He bought Dunkirk : arid your
lordmip knows how great a elamour was
raifed on that occafion againft your noble
anceflor • as if he alone had been anfwer-
äble for the meafure, and his intereft had
been cöncerned in it. I have heard our
late friend Mr . George Clark quote ä
witnefs, who was quite unexceptionable,
but I canribt recal his name at prefentj
who many years after all thefe tranfac-
tions, änd the death of my lord Cla-
rendoNj affirmed, that the earl of Sand¬
wich had owned to him, that he himfelf
gave his opinion 'among many others,
ofhcers, and minifters, for felling Dun¬
kirk . Thcir reafons could not be good,
I prefume to fay ; but feveral that might
be plaufible at that time are eafily guef.
Ted. A Prince like King Charles , who
would have made as many bad bargains

2 " as
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as any young fpendthrift for money, find-
ing himfelf thus bäcked, we may uffurc
ourfelves was peremptorily determined to
feil : and whatever your great grand-fa-
ther 's opinion was, this I am able to pro-
nounce upon my own experience, that
his treaty for the fale is no proof he was
of opinion to feil. When the refolution
of felling was once taken, to whom could
the fale be made ? to the Dtftch ? No.
This meafure would have been at leafl as

impolitic, and in that moment perhaps
more odious than the other . To the

Spaniards ? They were unable to buy:
and as low as their power was funk, the
principle of oppofing it ftill prevailed. I
have fometimes thought that the Spa.-
niards, who were forced to make peace
with Portugal and to renounce all claim
to that crown, four or five years after-
wards, might have been induced to take
this refolution then ; if the regaining
Dunkirk without any expence had been
a condition propofed to them : and that

the
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the Portuguefe, who notwithftandirig
their alliance with England and the indi¬
rekt fuccours that France afforded them,
were little able, after the treaty efpeci-
ally, to fupport a war againft Spain,
might have been induced to pay the price
of Dunkirki for fo great an advantage as
immediate peace with Spain, and the ex-
tincÜon of all foreign pretences on their
crown . But this fpeculation, concern-
ing events fo long ago pafTed, is not
much to the purpofe here . I proceed
therefore to obferve that notwithftanding
the fale of Dunkirk , and the fecret lean*
Ings of our court to that of France, yet
England was firfl: to take the älarm, when
Lewis the fourteenth invaded the Spa-
jiifh Netherlands in one thoufand fix hun¬
dred and lixty feven : and the triple al-
liance was the work of an Englifh Mini-
ßer . It was time to take this alarm ; for
from the moment that the king of France
claimed a right to the county of Burgun-
dy, the dutchy of Brabant, and other

pörtiöhs
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pörtions of the low courttries, äs devol-
Ved on I is queen by the death of her fa-
ther Philip the fourth-, he pulled off the
mafk entirely. Vokimes were writ to ef-
tablifh, and to refute this fuppofed right.
Your lordfhip no doubt will look into a
eontroverfy that has employed To many
pens and fö many fwords ; and I believe
you will think it was fufficiently hold in
the French , to argue from cuftoms, that
regulated the courfe of private fucceffions
in certain provinees, to a right of fueeeed-
ing to the fovereignty of thofe provinees :
and to affert the divifibility of the Spanifh
monarchy, with the fame breath with
which they afferted the indivifibility of
their own ; altho the proofs in one cafe
were juft as good äs the proofs in the
other> and the fundamental law of indi¬
vifibility was at leaft as good a law in
Spain, as either this or the falique law
was in France . But however proper it
might be for the French and Auftrian
pens to enter into long difeuffions, and

Vol . l T to
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to appeal on this great occafion to the refl
of Europe ; the refl: of Europe had a
ihort objeclion to make to the plea of
France, which no fophifms, no quirks of
law could evade. Spain accepted the re-
nunciations as a real fecurity : France
gave them as fuch to Spain, and in effecl
,to the refl of Europe. If they had not
been thus given and thus taken, the Spa-
niards would not have married their In-

fanta to the king of France, whatever
iiirtrefs they might have endured by the
Prolongation of the war. Thefe renun-
ciations were renanciations of all rights
whatfoever to the whole Spanifh monar-
ehy, and to every part of it. The pro-
yinces claimed by France at this time
were parts of it. To claim them, was
therefore to claim the whole ; for if the
renunciations were no bar to the rights
accruing to Mary Ther esa on the death
of her father Philip the fourth , neither
could they be any to the rights that would
acerufi to her and her children, on the

3 death
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deäth of her brother Charles the fe~

cond : an unhealthful youth, and whc*
at this irrftant was in immediate danger
©f dying ; for to all the complicated di-
■ftempers he brought into the world with
him , the fmall-pox was added. Your
lordlhip fees how the fatal contingency
of uniting the two monarchies of France
and Spain ftared mankind in the face;
and yet nothing that I can remember was
done to prevent it : not fo much as a gua-
ranty given, or a declaration made, ta
affert the validity of thefe renunciations,
and for fecuring the efFeä: of them.
The triple alliance indeed ftopped the
progrefs of the French arms, and pro-
duced the treaty of Aix la Chapelie. But
England , Sweden, and Kolland, the con¬
tracting powers in this alliance, feemed
to look, and probably did look, no farther.
France kept a great and important part
of what fhe had furprized, or ravifhed,
er puröhafed ; for we cannot fay with any
propriety that £he conquered : and the

T 2 Spa-
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Spaniards were obliged to fet all the"y
faved to the account of gain. The Ger*
man branch of Auftria had been reduced
very low in power and in credit under
Ferdinand the third, by the treaties
of Weftphalia, as I have faid already.
Lewis the fourteenth maintained, during
many years, the influence thefe treaties
had given him among the princes and
fcates of the empire. The famous capi-
tulation made at Frankfort on the elec-
tion of Leopold , who fucceeded Fer¬
dinand about the year one thoufand fix
hundred and fifty-feven, was encouraged
by the intrigues of France : and the
power of France was looked upon as the
ible power that could ratify and fecure
crFedlually the obfervation of the condi-
tions then made. The league of the
Rhine was not renewed I believe after
the year one thoufand fix hundred and
iixty-fix ; but tho this league was not
renewed, yet fome of thefe princes and
ilatcs continucd in their oid engagements

with
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with France : whilft others took new
engagements on particular occafions, ac-
cording as private and fometimes very
paultry interefts, and the emiflaries of
France in all their little courts, difpofed
them . In fhort the princes of Germany
fhewed no alarm at the growing ambi-
tion and power of Lewis the fourteenth,
but contributed to encouräge one, and tö
confirm the other . In fuch a ftate of
things the German branch was little able
to affift the Spanifh branch againft France,
either in the war that ended by the Py-
renean treaty, or in that we are fpeaking
of here, the fhort war that began in one
thoufand fix hundred and fixty-feven, and
was ended by the treaty of Aix la Cha-̂
pelle, in one thoufand fix hundred and
fixty-eight. But it was not this alone
that difabled the Emperor from adting
with vigour in the caufe of his family
then, nor that has rendered the houfe of
Auftria a dead weight upon all her allies
ever fince. Bigotry, and its infeparable

T 3 com-
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cömpanion, cruelty, as well as the tyranny
and avarice of the eourl of Vienna, created
in thofe days, and has maintained in ours,
almoft a perpetual diverfion of the impe^
rial arms from all effectual oppoütion to
France . I mean to fpeak of the traubles
in Hungary . Whatever they became in
their progrefs, they were caufed origi-
nally by the ufurpations and perfecutions
of the emperor : apd when the Hunga>-
rians were called rebels firft, they were
called fo for no other reafon than this,
that they would not be flaves. The do-
minion of the emperor bcing lefs {up-
portable than that pf the Türks , this un-
happy people opened a door to the latter
to infeft the empire, inftead of making
their country what it had been before,
a barrier againft the Ottoman power,
France became a fure, tho fecret ally of
the Türks , as well as the Hungarians,
and has found her account in it, by keep-
ing the emperor in perpetual alarms on
fhat fide, whiie fhe ha§ ravaged the em-

pire
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pire and the Low Countries on the other-.

Thus we faw, thirty-two years ago, the
arms of France and Bavaria in pofleffion
of Pafiau, and the malcontents of Hun-

gary in the fuburbs of Vienna. In a
word , when Lewis the fourteenth made

the firft eflay of his power, by the war
of one thoufand fix hundred and fixty-
feven, and founded as it were the Coun¬

cils of Europe concerning his pretenfiona
on the Spanifh fuceeffion, he found his

power to be great beyond what his neigh-
bours or even he perhaps thought it:

great by the wealth, and greater by the
tmited fpirit of his people ; greater fiilt

by the ill policy, and divided interefts
that governed thofe who had a fuperior
common intereft to oppofe him. He
found that the members of the triple

alliance did not fee, or feeing did not

think proper to own that they faw, the
injuftice, and the confequence of bis

pretenfions. They contented themfelves
to give to Späin an a<ä of guaranty for

T 4 fecuring
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fecuring the execution of the treaty of
Aix la Chapelle. He knew even then
how ill the guaranty would be obferved'
by two of them at leaft, by England and
by Sweden. The treaty itfelf was no-?
thing more than a compofition between
the bully and the bullied. Tournay , and
Lifle, and Doway, and other places that
I have forgot, were yielded to him : and
he reftored the county of Burgundy, ao
eording to the Option that Spain made,
againft: the intereft and the expedtation
too of the Dutch , when an Option was
forced upon her . The king of Spain
compounded for his pofieflion: but the
emperor compounded at the fame time
for his fucceffion, by a private eventual
treaty of partition, which the Commander
of Gremonville, and the count of Averf-
berg figned at Vienna. The fame Leo¬
pold , who exclaimed fo loudly in one
thoufand fix hundred and ninety eighfc

' againft any partition of the Spanifli mo-
narchy, and refufed tp fobmit to that

which
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which England and Holland had then
made, made one himfelf in one thoufand
fix hundred and fixty eight, with fo lit-
tle regard to thefe two powers, that the
whole ten provinces were thrown into
the lot of France.

There is no room to wonder if fuch

experience as Lewis the fourteenth had
upon this occafion, and fuch a face of af-
fairs in Europe, raifing his hopes, raifed
his ambition : and if, in making Peace at
Aix la Chapelle, he meditated a new
war, the war of one thoufand fix hun¬
dred and feventy two ; the preparations
he made for it by negotiations in all
parts, by alliances wherever he found in-
greflion, and by the increafe of his for-
ces, were equally proofs of ability, in-
duftry and power. I {hall not defcend
into thefe particulars : your lördfhip will
find them pretty well detailed in the me-
morials of that time. But one of the ak
liances he made I muH mention, tho I

mention
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mention it with the utmoft regret and
indignation. England was fatally en-
gaged to a& a part in this confpiracy a-
gainft the peace and the liberty of Eu-
rope : nay, againft her own peace and
her own liberty ; for a bubble's part it
was, equally wicked and impolitic. For^
give the terms I ufe, my lord : none can
be too ftrong. The *principles of the
triple alliance, juft and wife, and worthy
of a king of England, were laid afide.
Then , the progrefs of the French arms
was to be checked, the ten provinces
were to be faved, and by faving them
the barrier of Holland was to be prefer-
ved. Now we joincd our Councils and
our arms to thofe of France, in a projedl
that could not be carried on at all, as it
was eafy to forefee and as the event
fhewed, unlefs it was carried on againft
Spain, the emperor, and moft of the
princes of Germany, as well as the Dutch;
and which could not be carried on fuc-

cefsfully, without leaving the ten pro¬
vinces
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vinces entirely at the mercy of France, and
giving her pretence and opportunity of
ravaging the empire, and extending her
jconquefls on the Rhine . The medal of
Van Beuninghen , and other pretence«
that France took for attacking the ftates
of the low countries, were ridiculous.
They impofed on no one : and the true
öbjecl: of Lewis the fourteenth was ma«
nifeft to all. But what could a king of
England mean ? Charles the fecond had
reafons of refentment againft the Dutch,
and jufl ones too no doubt. Among the
reft, it was not eafy for him to forget the
affront he had fuffered and the lofs he

had fuftained, when , depending on the
peace that was ready to be figned, and
that was figned at Breda in July , he ne-
gleäed to fit out Iiis fleet: and when that
of Holland, commanded by Ruyter,
with Cornelius De Wit on board as

deputy or commiflioner of the ftates,
burnt his fhips at Chatham in June , The
famous perpetual edid , as it was called

but
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but diel not prove in the event , againft the
election of a ftate -holder , whkh John
De Wit promoted , carried , and obliged
the prince of Orange to fwear to maintain
a very few days after the conclufion of
the peace at Breda , might be another
motive in the breaft of king Charles the
fecond i as it was certainly a pretence of
revenge on the Duich , or at leaft on the
De . Wits and the Loaveflein fadlion

that ruled almoft defpotically in that com-
mon -wealth . But it is piain that neither
thefe reafons , nor others of a more antient
date , determined him to this alliance
with France ; fince he contracled the tri-
ple alliance within four or five months
after the two events , I have mentioned,
happened . What then did he mean r
Did he mean to acquire one of the feven
provinces , and divide them , as the Dutch
had twice treated for the divißon of the

ten , with France ? I believe not ; but this
I believe , that his inclinations were fa?-

vourable to the popifh interefl in genera ],
and
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and that he meant to jnake himfelf more
.abiblute at hörne j that he thought it ne-
ceilaty to this end to humble the Dutch,
to reduce their power, and perhaps to
ehange the form of their government ; to
deprive his fubjecls of the correfpondence
with a neighbouring proteftant and free
itate, and of all hope of fuccour and fup-
port from thence in their oppofition to
him j in a word to abett the defigns of
France on the continentj that France
might abett his defigns on his own king-
dom. This I fay I believe, *änd this I
fhould venture to affirm; if I had in my
hands to produce, and was at liberty to
quote, the private relations I have red
formerly, drawn up by thofe who werc
no enemies to fuch defigns, and on the
authority of thofe who were parties to
them . But whatever king Charles the
fecond meant, certain it is, that his eon-
duet ellablifhed the fuperiority of France
in Europe.

But
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But this charge however muft not be
confined to him alone. Thofe who were
nearer the danger, thofe who were ex-
pofed to the immediate attacks of France,
and even thofe who were her rivals for
the fame fucceßion, having either affifted
her , or engaged to remain neuters. Ä
ftrange fatality prevailed, and produced
fuch a conjundture as can hardly be pa-
rallelled in hiftory. Your lordfhip will
obferve with aftonifhment, even in the
beginningtof the year one thoufand fix
hundred and feventy two, all the neigh-
bours of France acting as if they had no¬
thing to fear from her, and fome as if
they had much to hope, by helping her
to opprefs the Dutch and fharing with
her the fpoils of that common-wealth.
Delenda effc Carthago, was the cry in
England , and feemed too a maxim on
the continent.

In
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In the courfe of the fame year, you
will obferve that all thefe powers took the
alarm, and began to unite in oppofition to
France . Even England thought it time to
interpofe in favour of the Dutch . The
confequences of this alarm, of this fud-
den turn in the policy ©f Europe , and of
that which happened by the maffacre of
the De Wits , and the elevation of the
prince of Orange in the government of
the feven provinces, faved thefe provin¬
ces, and ftopped the rapid progrefs of the
arms of France . Lewis the fourteenth
indeed furprifed the feven provinces in
this war, as he had furprifed the ten in.
that of one thoufand fix hundred and fixty
feven, and ravaged defencelefs countries
with armies fufficient to conquer them , if
they had been prepared to refift. In the
war of one thoufand fix hundred and fe-

venty two, he had little lefs than one
hundred and fifty thoufand men on foot,
befides the bodies of Englifh, Swifs, Ita-

lians^
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lians, and Swedes, that amounted to thif*
ty of forty thoufand more. With this
rnighty force he took forty pläces in forty
days, impofed extravagant conditions öf
peace, played the monarch ä little while
at Utrecht j and äs foon as the Dutch re^
covered fröm their confternation, and, a-
nimated by the example of the prince of
Orange and the höpes of fuccour, refufed
thefe conditions, he went back to Ver-

failles, and left his generals to carry on
his enterprize : which they did with fo
little fuccefs, that Grave and Maeftricht
alone remained to him of all the boafted

conquefts he had made ; and even thefe
he offered two years afterwards to reflore,
if by that conceffion he could have pre-
Vailed on the Dutch at that time to makö

peace with him . But they were not yet
difpofed to abandon their allies ; for allies
now they had. The emperof and the
king of Spain had engaged in the quar-
rel againft France , and many of the
princes of the ernplre had done the fame.

Not

I
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Not all. The Bavarian continued öbfti-
nate in his neutrality, and, to mention no
more, the Swedes made a great divjerfion
in favour of France in the erapire ; where
the duke of Hanover abetted their de-
figns as much as he could, for he was a
zealous partifan of France , tho the other
princes of his houfe actcd for the com¬
mon caufe. I defcend into no more par-
ticuiars. The war that Lewis the four-
teenth kindled by attacking in fo violent
a manner the Dutch Commonwealth, and
by making fq arbitrary an ufe of his firft
fuccefs, became general, in the Low
Countries, in Spain, in Sicily, on the
Upper and lower Rhine , in Denmark,
in Sweden, and in the provinces of Ger-
many belonging to thefe two crowns, on
the Mediterranean, the Ocean, and the
Baltic. France fupported this war with
advantage on every fide : and when your
lordfhip confiders in what manner it was
carried on againft her, you will not be
furprifed that fhe did fo. Spain had fpirit,

Vol . I. U but
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but too little ftrength to maintain her
power in Sicily, where Meffina had re-
volted ; to defend her frontier on that
fide of the Pyrenees, and to refift the
great erForts of the French in the Low
Countries. The empire was dividedj
and, even among the princes who acled
againil France , there was neither union
in their Councils, nor concert in their
projedts, nor order in preparations, nor
vigour in execution : and, to fay the truth,
there was not, in the whole confederacy,
a man whofe abilitie&could make him a

match for the prince of Conde or the
marfhal of Turennenor many who
were in any degree equal to Luxem¬
burg , Crequi , Schömberg , and other
generals of inferior note, who commanded
the armies of France . The emperor took
this very time to make new invafions on
the liberties of Hungary , and to opprefs
bis proteflant fubjefts. The prince of
Orange alone acted with invincible firm-
nefs, like a patriot, and a hero » Neither

the
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ttte fedudtions of Franee nor thofe of Eng¬
land, neither the temptations of ambitioti
nor thofe of private intereft, could make-
him fwerve from the true intereft of his
country-j nor from the common intereft
öf Europe ; He had raifed more fieges,
änd loft more battlesj it was faid, than
äny general of his age had done. Be it
fo. But his defeäts were manifeftly due
in great meafure to circumftänces inde-
pendent on him : and that fpirit, which.
even thefe defeats could not deprefs, was
all his owm He had diftlculfees in his
own Commonwealth; the governors of the
Spanifh Low Countries crofted his meä-.
fures fometimes ; the German allies dif-
appointed and baoke them often : and it
is not improbable that he was frequently
betrayed. He was fo perhaps even by
Souches , the imperial general ; aFrench-
man according to Bayle , and a penlioner
of Louvois according to common report,
and very ftrong appearances. He had
not yet credit and authority fufficient to

U 2 make
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make him a centre of union to a whole

confederacy, the foul that animated anxi
diredted fo great a body. He came to be
fuch afterwardsj but at the time fpoken
of he could not take fo great a part upon
him . No other prince •or general was
equal to k : and the confequences of this.
defedt appeared almoft in every Operation.
France was furrounded by a multitude
of enemies, all intent to demolim her

power . Bat, like the builders of Babel,
they fpoke dirferent languages : and as
thofe could not build, thefe could not
demolifli, for want of underftanding one
another . France improved this advan-
tage by her arms, and more by her ne-
gotiations. Nimeghen was, after Cologn,
the fcene of thefe. England was the me-
diating power , and I know not whether
our Charles the fecond did not ferve her

purpofes more ufefully in the. latter, and
under the charader of mediator, than
he did or could have done by joining
bis arms to her 's, and acling as her ally,

The
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The Dutch were induced to fign a treaty
with him, that broke the confederacy,
and gave great advantage to France : for
the purport of it was to oblige France
and Spain to make peace 011a plan to be
propofed to them , and no mention was
made in it of the other älliesthat I remem-

ber . The Dutch were glad to get out
of an expenfive war. France promifed
to reftore Maeftricht to them , and Maef-
tricht was the only place that remained
unrecovered of all they had loft. They
dropped Spain at Nimeghen as they had
dropped France at Munfter ; but many
circumftances concurred to give a much
worfe grace to their abandoning of Spain,
than to their abandoning of France . I
need not fpecify them : this only I would
obferve. When they made a feparate
peace at Munfter , they left an ally who
was in condition to carry on the war a-
Jone with advantage, and they prefumed
fco impofe no terms upon him : when
they made a feparate peace at Nime-

U 3 ghenr
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ghen , they abandoned an ally who was
in no condition to carry on the war alone,
and who was reduced to accept whatever
terms the common enemy prefcribed.
In their great diflrefs in one thpufand fix
hundred and feventy three , they enga-
ged to reftore Maeftricht to the Spani-
ards as foon as it fhould be retaken : it
was not retaken, and they accepted it for
themfelves as the price of the feparate
peace they made with France . The
Dutch had engaged farther , to make nei-
ther peace nor truce with the king of
France , tili that prince confented to re-
ftore to Spain all he had concruered fince
the Pyrenean treaty. But far from keep-
ing this promife in any tolerable dcgree,
Lewis the fourteenth acquired by the
plan impofed on Spain at Nimeghen , be-
fides the county of Burgundy, fo many
pther countries and towns on the fide of
the ten Spanifh provinces, that thefe,
jädded to the places he kept of thofe
sv-hich \izd been yielded to liim by the

treaty
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treaty of Aix la Chapelle (for fome of
little confequence he reftored) put into
his hands the principal flrength of that
barrier, againfl which we goaded our-
felves almofl to death in the laft great
war ; and made good the faying of the
marfhal of Schömberg , that to attack

this barrier was to take the beafl by his
horns. I know very well what may be
faid to excufe the Dutch . The emperor
was more intent to tyrannize his fubjedls
on one fide than to defend them on the

other . He attempted little againfl France,
and the little he did attempt was ill or-
dered , and worfe executed. The aflifl-
ance of the princes of Germany was
often uncertain, and always expenfive.
Spain was already indebted to .Holland
for great fums ; greater (tili mufl be ad-
vanced to her if the war continued : and

experience fhewed that France was able,
and would continue, to prevail againfl her
prefent enemies. The triple league had
Äopped her progrefs and obliged her to

U 4 abandon
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abandon the county of Burgundy ; but
Sweden was now engaged in the war on
the fide of France, as England had been
in the beginning of it : and England was
now privately favourable to her interefls,
as Sweden had been in the beginning of
it. The whole ten provinces would have
been fubdued in the courfe of a few cam-
paigns more : and' it was better for Spain
and the Dutch too, that part ßiould be
faved by accepting a fort of compofition,
than the whole be rifqued by refuling it.
This might be alledged to excufe the
conduct of the States General, in impo-
fing hard terms on Spain; in making
none for their other allies, and in figning
alone : by which fteps they gave France
an oppoi'tunity that fhe improved with
great dexterity of managementj the op-
portunity. of treating with the confede-
rates one by one, and of beating them
by detail in the cabinet, if I may fo fay,
as,fhe had often done in the field. I fliall
not compare thefe reafons, which were

but
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but too well founded in fact, and muft'
appear plaulible at leaft, with other con-
fiderations that might be, and were at
the time, infifted upon. I confine myfelf
to a few obfervations, which every know-
ing and impartial man muft admit. Your
lordfhip will obferve firft that the fatal
principle of compounding with Lewis
the fourteenth , from the time that his
pretenfionSj his power, and the ufe he
made of it, began to threaten Europe,
prevailed ftill more at Nimeghen tĥ n it
had prevailed at Aix : fo that altho he
did not obtain to the füll all he attempted,
yet the dominions of France were by com¬
mon confent, on every treaty, more and
more extended ; her barriers on all fides
were more and more ftrengthened ; thofe
of her neighbours were more and more
weakened ; and that powef, which was
to affert one day, againft the reft of Eu¬
rope the pretended rights of the houfe of
Bourbon to the Spanifh monarchy, was
more and more eftablifhed, and rendered

. 3 • trwl7
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truly formidable in fuch hands at leaft,
during the courfe of the firft eighteen
years of the period. Your lordfhip will
pleafe to obferve, in the fecond place, that
the extreme weaknefs of one branch of
Auftria, and the miferable conduct of
both ; the poverty of fome of the princes
of the empire, and the difunion, and, to
fpeak plainly, the mercenary policy of all
of them ; in fhort , the confined views}
the falfe notions, and , to fpeak as plainly
of my own as of other nations, the ini-
quity of the Councils of England , not
only hindred the growth of this power
from being ftopped in time, but nurfed
it up into ftrength almoft infuperable by
any future confederacy. A third obfer-
vation is this . If the excufes made for
the condudt of the Dutch at Nimeghen
are not fuflicient, they too muft come in
for their fhare in this condemnation even
alter the death of the De Wits j as they
were to be condemned moft juftly , du-
wng that adaii :ü:lration , for abetting and

fayouring



and State of Europe . 299.
favouring France . If thefe excufes,ground-
ed on their inability to purfue any longer
a war, the principal prolit of which was
to accrue to their confederates, for that
was the cafe after the year one thoufandfix
hundred and feventy-three , or one thou-
fand fix hundred and feventy-four, and the
principal bürden of which was thrown
on .them by their confederates j if thefe
are fufficient, they fhould not have adted,
for decency's fake as well as out of good
policy, the part they did aö: in one thou-
fand feven hundred and eleven and one
jhoufand feven hundred and twelve, to-
wards the late queen, who had com-
plaints of the fame kind, in a much higher
degree and with circumftances much
more aggravating, to make of them , of
the emperor , and of all the princes of
Germany ; and who was far from treat-
ing them and their other allies at that
$ime, as they treated Spain and their
pther allies in one thoufand fix hundred
and feventy-eight . Immediately after the

Dutch
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Dutch had made their peace, thät of
Spain was figned with France . The em-
peror 's treaty with this crown and that
of SwedSn was concluded in the follow-
ing year : and Lewis the fourteenth be-
ing now at liberty to affin: his ally, whilil
he had tied up the powers with whom
he had treated frorn affifting theirs, he
.foon forced the läng of Denmark and
the elector of Brandenburg to reflore all
they had taken frorn the Swedes, and to
conclude the peace of the north . In all
thefe treaties he gave the law, and he
was now at the higheft point of his gran-
deur . He continued at this point for fe-
veral years, and in this height of his
power he pf epared thofe alliances againft
it, under the weight of which he was at

> iaft well-nigh opprefTed; and might have
been reduced as low as the general inte-
reft of Europe required, if fome of the
caufes which worked now had not conti¬
nued to work in his favour, and if his
cnernies had not proved, in their turn of

fortune4
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fortu,ne, as infatiable as profperity had
rendered him.

After he had made peace wlth all
the powers with whom he had been in
war, he continued to vex böth Spain and
the empire, and to 'extend his conquefts
in the Low Countries, and on the Rhine,
both by the pe!T~arn4-4ke_4ward .__He e-
recled the Chambers of Metz and of Bri-

fach, where his own fubjefts were pro-
fecutors, witneffes, and judges all at once.
Upon the decifions of thefe tribunals, he
feized into his own hands, under the no-
tion of dependencies and the pretence of
reunions, whatever towns or diftridls of
country tempted his arabition, or fuit-
ed his conveniency : and added by thefe
and by other means, in the midrl of
peace, more territories to thofe the late
treaties had yielded to him, than he could
have got by continuing the War . He
afted afterwards in the fupport of all
this, without any bounds or limits. His-

glorv
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glory was a reafon for attäcking Holland
in one thoufand fix hundred and feventy~
two,and his conveniencya reafon formany
of the attacks he made on others after^
wards. He took Luxemburg by forces
he ftole Strafburg, he bought Cafäl, and
whilft he waited the opportunity of ac-
quiring to his family the crown of Spain,
he was not without thoughts nor hopes
perhaps of bringing into it the imperial
crown likewife. Some of the cruelties
he exercifed in the empire may be afcrib-
ed to his difappointment in this view : I
fay fome of them , becaufe in the war
that ended by the treaty of Nimeghen,
he had already exercifed many, Tho the
French writers endeavour to Aide over
them , to palliate them , and to impute
them particularly to the Englifh that
were in their fervice; for even this one of
their writers has- the front to advance :
yet thefe cruelties, unheard .of among ci-
vilized nations, muft be granted to have
been ordered by the Councils, and exet

i euted
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cuted by the arms of France, in the Pa-
latinate, and in other parts.

If Lewis the fourteenth couldhave
contented himfelf with the acquifitions
that were confirmed to him by the treaties
of one thoufand fix hundred and feventy-
eight , and one thoufand fix hundred and
fevemy-nine , ârtd-woth the aut hority and
reputation which he then gained ; it is
piain that he would have prevented the
alliances that were afterwards formed a-

gainft him ; and that he might have re-
gained his credit amongft the princes of
the empire, where he had one family-al-
liance by the marriage of his brother
to the daughter of, the eleäror Palatine,
and another by that of his fon to the
lifter of the eledtor of Bavaria, where
Sweden was clofely attached to him, and
where-the fame principles of private inte-
reft would have foon attached others as

clofely. He might have remained not
only the principal, but the diredting pow¬

er
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er of Europe , and have held this rank
with all the glory imaginable, tili the
death of the king of Spain, or fome other
objecl of great ambition, had determL-
ned him to ad another part. But in-
ftead of this, he continued to vex and
provoke all thofe who were, unhappily
for them, his neighbours, and that in
nfäriy iniranccs for trifles. An example
of this kind occurs to nie. On the death
of the duke of Deux Fonts, he feized
that little inconfiderable dutchy, without
any regard to the indifputable right of
the kings of Sweden, to the fervices that
crown had rendered him, or to the want
he might have of that alliance hereafter.
The conTequence was, that Sweden en¬
tered with the emperor , the king of
Spain, the eleäor of Bavaria, and the
States General, into the alliance of gua-
ranty, as it was called, about the year
one thoufand fix hundred and eighty
three , and into the famous league of

Auiburg,
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Aufburg, in one thoüfand fix hundred
and eighty-fix.

Since I have mentioned this Ieâ ue,
■■̂ ? r' . . ■ ,. . Ö - *

and fince we may date from it a more
general, and more concerted oppofition
to France than there had been before ;
give me leave to recal fome of the re-
fledtions that have prefented themfelves
to my mind, in confidering what I have
red, and what I have heard related, con-
cerning the paflages of that time. They
Will be of ufe to form our judgment
concerning later pafTages. If the king
of France became an objecl of averfioa
on account of any invafions he made, any
deviätiöns from public faith, any barba-
rities exercifed where his arms prevailed,
or the perfecution of his proteftant fub-
je&sj the emperor deferved to be fuch
an objecT:, at leaft as much as he, on the
fame accounts. The emperor was ib
too, but with this difference relatively
to the political fyftem of the wert. The

Vol . I . X Au-
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Auftrian ambitiön and bigotry exerted
themfelves in diftant countries, whofe
interefts were not confidered as a part of
this fyftem ; for otherwife there would
have been as much reafon for affifting
the people öf Hungary and of Tranfylva-
nia againft the emperor, as there had
been formerly for affifting the people of
the feven united provinces againft Spain,
or as there had been lately for affifting
them againft France : but the ambition
and bigotry of Lewis the fourteenth
were exerted in the Low Countries, on
the Rhine , in Italy, and in Spain, in the
very midft of this fyftem, if I may fay fo,
and with fuccefs that could not fail to
fubvert it in time. The power of the
houfe of Auftria , that had been feared
too long, was feared no longer : and that
of the houfe of Bourbon, byhaving been
feared too late, was now grown terrible.
The emperor was fo intent on the efta-
blifhment of his abfolute power in Hun¬
gary, that he expofed the empire doubly

to
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to defolation and ruin for the fake of it.
He left the frontier almoft quite defence-
lefs on the fide of the Rhine , againfr. the
inroads and ravages of France, and by
fhewing no mercy to the Hungarians nor
keeping any faith with them, he forced
that miferable people into alliänces with
the Türk , who invaded the empire änd
befieged Vienna. Even this event had
no effect upon him . Your lordfhip will
find, that Sobieski king of Poland, who
had forced the Türks to raife the fiege,
and had fixed the imperial crown that
tottered on Iiis head, could not preväil
on him to take thofe meafures by which
alone it was poffible to cover the empire,
to fecure the king of Spain, and to re-
duce that power who was probably one
day to difpute with him, this prince's
fucceffion. Tekeli and the malcontents
made fuch demands as none but a ty-
rant could refufe, the prefervation of
their antient privileges, liberty of confci-
ence, the convocation of a free diet or

X 2 parliamentj
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parliament, and others of lefs impor-*
tance. All was in vain. The war con-

tinued with them , änd with the Türks,

and France was left at liberty to pufh

her enterprizes almoft without oppofi-*

tion, againft Germany and the Low
Countries. The diftrefs in both was fo

great, that the ftates general faw no

other expedient for ftopping the pro-

grefs of the French arms, than a cefla-
tion of hoftilities, or a truce of twenty

years j which they negotiated, and which

was accepted by the emperor and the

king of Spain, on the terms that Lewis

the fourteenth thought fit to offer. By
thefe terms he was to remain in füll and

quiet poffeffion of all he had acquired

fince the years one thoufand fix hundred

and feventy-eight, and one thoufand fix

hundred and feventy-nine ; among which

acqüifitions that of Luxemburg and that

of Strasburg were comprehendedi The
conditions of this truce were fo advanta-

geous to France , that all her intrigues
were
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were employed to obtain a definitive

treaty of peace upon the fame conditions.
But this was neither the intereft nor the

intention of the other contracting pow-

ers. The imperial arms had been very

fuccefsful againft the Türks . This fuc-
cefs, as well as the troubles that followed

upon it in the Ottoman armies, and at

the Porte , gave reafonable expedtation
of concluding a peace on that fide : and,

this peace concluded, the emperor and

the empire and the king of Spain would
have been in a much better pofture to
treat with France . With thefe views

that were wife and juft , the league of

Aufburg was made between the empe¬

ror , the kings of Spain and Sweden as

princes of the empire, and the other
circles and princes. This league was

purely defenfive. An exprefs article de-
clared it to be fo : and as it had no other

regard , it was not only conformable to
the laws and conftitutions of the em¬

pire, and to the praäice of all nations,
X 3 but
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but even to the terms of the ac~t of truce
fo lately concluded. Thispretence there-
fore for breaking the truce, feizing the
eleäorate of Cologne, invading the Pala-
tinate, befieging Philipfturg , and carry-
ing unexpected and undeclared war into
the empire, could not be fupported : nor
is it poffible to read the reafons publifhed
by France at this time, and drawn from
her fears of the imperial power, with-
out laughter . As little pretence was
there to complain, that the emperor re-
fufed to convert at once the triice into
a definitive treaty ; fince if he had done
fo, he would have confirmed in a lump,
and without any difcuffion, all the arbi-
trary decrees of thofe Chambers, or courts,
that France had erecled to cover her
ufufpations ; and would have given up al-
moft a fixth part of the provinces of the
empire, that France one way or other
had poiTeiTed herfelf of. The pretenfions
of the dutchefs of Orleans on the fuccef-
iipn of her father, and her brother , which

were
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were difputed by the then eledtor Pala-
tine and were to be determined by the
3aws and cuftoms of the empire, af-
forded as little pretence for beginning this
war, as any of the former allegations.
The exclufion of the cardinal of Furften-

berg, who had been elecled to the arch-
bifhopric of Cologne, was capable of be-
ing aggravated : but even in this cafe Iiis
moft chriftian majefly oppofed his judg-
ment and his authority againft thejudg-
ment and authority of that holy father,
whofe eldeffc fon he was proud to be
called. In fhort, the true reafon why
Lewis the fourteenth began that cruel
war with the empire, two years after he
had coneluded a cefTation of hoftilities for

twenty, was this : he refolved to keep
what he had got ; and therefore he re¬
folved to encourage the Türks to conti-
nue the war. He did this erfedually , by
invading Germany at the very inftant
when the Sultan was fuing for peace.
Notwithftanding this, the Türks were in

X 4 treaty
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treaty again the föllowing year : and good
policy fhould have obliged the emperor,
iince he could not hope to carry on this,
war and that againft France at the fame
time , with vigour and effeft, to conclude
a peace with the leaft dangerous enemy of
the two. The decifion of his difputes
with France could not be deferred, his
defigns againft the Hungarians were in.
part accomplifhed, for his fon was de-
clared king, and the fettlement of that
crown in his family was made, and the
reft of thefe as well as thofe that he

formed againft the Türks might be de¬
ferred . But the Councils of Vienna judg-
ed differently, and infifted even at this
critical moment on the moft exorbitant
terms ; on fome of fuch a n?\ture, that
the Türks fhewed more humanity and a
better fenfe of religion in refufing> than
they in afking them . Thus the war
went on in Hungary , and proved a con-
ftant diverlion in favour of France, during
the whole courfe of that which Lewis

the



and State of EtROPE. 31$

the fourteenth began at this time ; for

the treaty of Carlowitz was pofterior to

that of Ryfwic. The Empire ^ Spain,
England , and Holland engaged in the
War with Frärice : and on them the em-

peror left the bürden of it. In the fhort
war of one thoufand fix hundred and

fixty-feven, he was not fo much as a

party, and inftead of afiifting the king
of Spain, which it rauft be owned he was

in no good condition of doing, he bar-

gäined for dividing that prince's fuccef-
fion, as I have obferved above. In the
War of one thoufand fix hundred and fe-*

venty-two he made fome feeble efforts.
In this of one thoufand fix hundred and

eighty-eight he did ftill lefs s and in the
war which broke out at the beginning

of the prefent Century he did nothing,
at leaft after the firft campaign in Italy,

and after the engagements that England
and Holland took by the grand alliance.
In a word, from the time that an oppo-
fition to France became a common caufe

I in
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in Europe , the houfe of Auftria has been
a clog upon it in many inftances, and of
confiderable affiftance to it in none. The
acceflion of England to this caufe, which
was brought about by the revolution of
one thoufand fix hundred and eighty-
eight, might have made amends, and more
than amends one would think , for this
defecl:, and have thrown fuperiority of
power and of fuccefs on the fide of the
confederates, with whom me took part
againft France . This I fay might be
imagined, without over-rating the power
of England , or undervaluing that of
France ; and it was imagined at that time.
How it proved otherwife in the event;
how France came triumphant out of the
war that ended by the treaty of Ryfwic,
and tho fhe gave up a great deal, yet
preferved the greateft and the beft part
of her conquefts and acquifitions made
fince the treaties of Weftphaiia , and the
Pyrenees ; how fhe acquired by the gift
©f Spain that whole monarchy for one

S of
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of her princes, tho fhe had no reafon to
expecl the Ieaft part of it without a war ät
one time, nor the great lot of it «ven by
a war at any time ; in fhort, how fhe
wound up advantageoufly the ambitious
fyftem fhe had been fifty yeärs in weav-
ing ; how fhe concluded a war in which
die was defeated on every fide, andwholly
exhaufted, with little diminution of the
provinces and barriers acquired to France,
and with the quiet poffeffion of Spain
and the Indies to a prince öf the houfe of
Bourbon : all this, my lord, will be the
fubjecl; of your refearches, when you
come down to the latter part of the laft
period of modern hiftory. ■- ...1

End of the First Volume,
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