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StTuby of HisToRry,

W g B S D R &

Chantglou in Touraine, Nov. 6, 1715,
; 2 7-7)

My Lorbp,

H A v e confidered formerly, with a

good deal of attention, the fubje& on

which you command me to communi-
cate my thoughts to you: and I practifed
in thofe days, as much as bufinefs and
pleafure allowed me time to do, the
rules that feemed to me neceflary to be
obferved in the ftudy of hiftory. They
were very different from thofe which
writers on the fame fubje¢t have recom-
mended, and which are commonly prac-

Yor. I. B ticed.
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ticed. But I confefs to your lordfhip
that this neither gave me then, nor has
given me fince, any diftruft of them, I
do not affeét fingularity. ~ On the contrary
I think that a due deference is to be paid
to received opinions, and that a due com-
pliance with received cuftoms is to be
held; tho both the one and the other
fhould be, what they often are, abfurd or
ridiculous, But this fervitude is outward
only, and abridges in no fort the liberty
of private judgment. The obligations of
fubmitting to it likewifey even outwardly,
extend no further, than to thofe opinions
and cuftoms which cannot be oppofed;
or from which we cannot deviate with-
outdoing hurt, or giving offence, to fociety.
In all thefe cafes, our fpeculations ought
to be free: in all other cafes, our practice
may be fo. Without any regard therefore
to the opinion and practice even of the

..
b
o8

X
8

learned world, I am very willing to tell
you mine. But as it is hard to recover a
thread of thought long ago laid afide,

and
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Of the Stupy of HisTory, 2

and impoffible to prove fome things and
explain others, without the affiftance of
many books which I have not here;
your lordfhip muft be content with fuch
an imperfe& fketch, ‘as I am able to fend
you at prefent in this letter.

THE motives that carry men to the {tudy
of hiftory are different. Some intend, if
fuch as they may be faid to ftudy, nothing
more than amufement, and read the life of
AR1sTIDESOr PHOCION, Of EP A MINONDAS
OF SCIPi0, ALEXANDER Of CAFSAR, juft
as they play a game at cards, or as they
wouldread the ftory of the feven cham pions.

Others there are, whofe motive to this
ftudy is nothing better, and who have
the further difadvantage of becoming a
nufance very often to fociety, in propor-
tion to the progrefs they make. The
former do not improve their reading to
any good purpofe: the latter pervert it
to a very bad one, and grow in imper-

B 2 tinence




R

-
4
T,.

4 LETTER T

tinence as they encreafe in learning. I
think I have known moft of the firft
kind in England, and moft of the laft in
France. The perfons I mean dre thofe
who read to talk, to fhine in converfa-
tion, and to impofe in company: who,
having few 1deas to vend of their own
growth, ftore their minds with crude
tin-ruminated fa&s and fentences; and
hope to {upply, by bare memory, the want
of imagination and judgment.

Bur thefe areinithe twoloweft forms.
The next I fhall mention are in one a little
higher; in the form of thofe who grow
neither wifer hor better by ftudy them-
felves, but who enable others to ftudy
with greater eafe, and to purpofes more
uleful: who make fair copies of foul
manufcripts, give the fignification of hard
words, and take a great deal of other gram-
matical pains. The obligation to thefe men
would be great indeed, if they were in
general able to do any thing better, and

fubmitted
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fubmitted to this drudgery for the fake of
the public; as fome of them, it muft be
owned with gratitude, have done, but not
later, I think, than about the time of the
refurre€tion of letters. When works of
importance are prefling, generals them-
felves may take up the pick-axe and the
fpade ; but in the ordinary courfe of things,
when that preffing neceffity is over, fuch
tools are left in the hands deflined ta ufe
them, the hands of common foldiers and
peafants. I approve therefore very much
the devotion of a ftudious man at Chrift-
Church, who was over-heard in his oratory
entering into a detail with Gobp, asdevout
perfons are apt to do, and, amongft other
particular  thank(givings, acknowledging
the divine goodnefs in furnifhing the world
with makers of Di&ionaries! Thefe men
eourt fame, as well as their betters, by
fuch means as Gop has given them to ac-
quire it : and LiTTLETON exerted all the
genius he had, when he made a diQianary,
too SterHENs did not. They deferve

B 3 €ncouragg=

[*
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encouragement however, whilft they con-
tinue to compile, and neither affect wit,
nor prefume to reafon.

THERE is a fourth clafs, of much lefs
ule than thefe, but of much greater name,
Men of the firft rank in learning, and to
whom the whole tribe of fcholars bow
with reverence, A man muft be as indif-
ferent as I am to common cenfiire or ap-
probation, to avow a thorough contempt
for the whole bufinefs of thefe learned lives;
for all the refearches inte antiquity, for all
the {yftems of chronology and hiftory, that
we owe to the immenfe labours of a Sca-
LIGER, a BocuArT, a PeETAvVIUS, an
UsHER, andeven a Marsnam. The fame
materials are common to them all; but
thefe materials are few, and there is a moral
impoflibility that they fhould ever have
more. They have combined thefe into
every form that can be given to them:
they have fuppofed, they have guefled,
they have joined disjointed paffages of dif-

feren
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ferent authors, and broken traditions of
uncertain originals, of various people, and
of centuries remote from one another ag
wcll as from ours. 1In fhort, that they
ight leave mmwcrtvuntﬂken even a wild

r:u

fﬂn:.;“..:f-.i(::-.l fimilitude of founds has ferved to
prop up a fyftem. = As the materials they
have are few,  {o are the very beft and fuch
as pafs for authentic extreamly precarious;
as fome of thefe learned perfons themfelves

confefs,

Jurius Arrrcanus, Eusesius; and
Georce the monk, opened the principal
{ources of allthis {cience; but EL ycorrupt-
ed the waters, Their point of view was to
make profanc hiftory :md ci'armicali_ng}f agree
with facred; tho the latter chronology is
very far from being cftablithed, with the
clearnefs and certainty nci:f:iTﬂr}-' to make it
a rule. For this purpofe, the ancient
montments, that thefe writers convey-
ed to pofterity, were digefted by: them
according to the fyftem they were to

B s maintain:
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maintain: and none of thefe monuments
weredelivered down, in their original form,
and genuine purity, The Dynaftics of
ManzeTHO, for inftance, are broken to
pieces by Evsezius, and fuch fragments
of them as fuited his defign are ftuck into
his wark. We have, we know, nomore
of them, The Codex Alexandrinus we
owe to GEORGE the monk., - We have no
other authority for it: and one cannot fee
without amazement fuch a man as Sir
Joun Marsuam undervaluing this au-
thority in one page, and building his {yftem
upon it in the next. He feems even by
the lightne(s of his expreflions, if I re-
member well, for itis long fince I looked
into his canon, not to be much concerned
what foundation his fyftem had, fo he
thewed his {kill in forming one, and in re-
ducing the immenfe antiquity of the
Egyptians within the limits of the Hebraic
calculation, In thort, my lord, all thefe
{yftems are o many enchanted caftles,
they appear to be fomething, they are

' nething
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nothing but appearances: like them too,
diffolve. the charm, and they vanith from
the fight. To diffolve the charm, we muft
bggin at the beginning of them: the ex-
preffion may be odd, butit is fignificant.
We muft examine {crupuloufly and indif-
ferently the foundationson which they lean:
and when we find thefe either faintly pro-
bable, or grofly improbable, it would be
foolith ta expet any thing better in the
fuper-ftru@ure. This fcience is one of
thofe that are a limine falutandae, To
do thus much may be neceffary, that grave
authority may not impofe on our igno-
rance: to do more, would be to affift
this very authority in impofing falfe fcience
upon us. I had rather take the Dar1us
whom ALEXANDER conquered for the fon
of HysTAspEs, and make as many ana-
chronifms as a Jewith chronologer, than
{facrifice half my life to colle&t all the
learned lumber that fills the head of an
antiquary,

LET-
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Concerning the true ufe and advantages
(=] =]
of it,

E T me fay fomething of hiftory in
E__J general, before T del cend into the
i1riuatron of particular parts of it, or of
]e various methods of ftudy, or of the
different views of thofe that "1pply them-

felves to it, as I had begun to do in my
former letter.

Tue love of hiftory feems infeparable
from human nature, becaufe it feems infe-

parablc
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parable from felf-love. The fame princi-
Ple in this inftance carries us forward and
backward, to future and to paft ages.
We imagine that the things, which affe@
us, muft affe&t pofierity : this fentiment
runs through mankind, from Cassag
down to the parith clerk in Popp’s mifcel-
lany, We are fond of prefcrving, as far
as it is in our frajl power, the memory
o(our own adventures, of thofe of our
own time, apd of thofe that preceded it,
Rude heaps of ftenes have been raifed,
and ruder hymns have beeq compofed, for
this purpofe, by nations who had not yet
the ufe of arts and letters, Ta g0 no
further hack, the triumphs of Opin were
celebrated in runic fongs, and the feats
of our Britifh anceftors were recorded in
thofe of their bards, The favages of
America have the fame cuftom at this day:
and long hiftorical ballads of their hunt-
ings and their wars are fung at all their
feftivals.  There is no need of faying how
this pafiion grows among civilized nations,

3 n
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in proportion to the means of gratifying
it: but let us obferve that the fame princi~
pleof naturediretsusasftrongly, and more
generally as well as more early, to indulge
our own curiofity, inftead of preparing to
gratify that of others. 'The child harkens
with delight to the tales of his nurfe, he
learns to read, and hedevours with eager-
nefs fabulous legends and novels. In riper
years he applies himfelf to hiftory, or to
that which he takes for hiftory, to autho-
rized romance: and even in age, the defire,
of knowing whathashappened toother men,
yields to the defire alone, of relating what
has happened to ourfelves. Thus hiftory,
true or falfe, {peaks to our paffions always.
What pity is it, my lord, that even the beft
{thould fpeak to our underftandings fo fel-
dom? That it does fo, we have none to
blame but eur felves. Nature has done her
part. Shehasopenedthisftudy toevery man
who can read and think: and what the has
madethe moftagreeable, reafoncanmakethe
moftufeful, application of ourminds, Butif

we
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we confult ourreafon. we thall be far from
following the examples of our fellow-crea.
tures, in this as in moft other cafes, who
are fo proud of being rational.  'We fhall
neither read to {foothe ouir indelence, nor to
gratify our vanity : as little fhall we con-
tent ourfelves to drudge Iike grammarians
and critics, that others may be able to ftu-
dy, with greater eafe and profit, like philo-
fophers and flatefmen : as little fhall we
affe& the flender merit of becoming great
{cholars at the expence of groping all ous
lives in the dark mazes.of antiquity. Al
thefe miftake the true drift of ftudy, and
the true ufe of hiftory. Nature gave us
curiofity to excite the induftry of our
minds; but fhe never intended it thould be
| made the principal, much lefs the fole, ob-
| ject of their application. The true and
| proper object of this application, is a cop-
ftant improvement in private and in pub-
lic virtue. An application to any ftady,
that tends neither direétly nor ind irectly to
make us better men and better citizens, -

2 15
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is at beft but a fpecious and ingenious fort
of idlenefs to ufe an expreflion of TirLOT-
son: and the knowledge we acquire by it
is a creditable kind of ignorance, nothing
more. This creditable kind of ignorance
1§, in my opinion, the whole benefit which
the generality of men, even of the moft
learned, reap from the ftudy of hiftory: and
yet the ftudy of hiftory feems to me, of
all other, the moft proper to train us up to
private and public virtue.

Your lordfhip may very well be ready
by this time, ‘and after fo much bold cen-
fure on my part, to afk me what then is
the true ufe of hiftory ? in what refpeéts
it may ferve to make us better and wifer ?
and what method is to be purfued in the
ftudy of it, for attaining thefe great ends?
I will anfwer you by quoting what I have
read fome where or other, in Dionvysius
Harrcarn. Ithink, that hiftory is philo-
fophy teaching by examples. We need but
to caft our eyes on the world, and we fhall

{ee




16 LETT-T-E R4

fee the daily force of example: we’ need
but to turn them inward, and we fhall
foon difcover why example has this force;
““ Pauci prudentid,” fays T'acrrus, < hoa
““ nefta ab deterioribus, utilia ab noxiis difs
“ cernunt: plures aliorum eventis do-
¢ centur.” Such is the imperfe@ion of
human underftanding, fuch the frail tem-
per of our minds; that abftra& or general
propofitions, tho never fo true, appear ob=
fcure or doubtful to us very often; - till they
are explained by examples; and that the
wifeft leflons in favour of iviktue go but a
little way to convince the Judgment, and
determinethe will, unlefs they areenforced
by the famemeans, and weare obliged toap-
ply toourfelves what we fee happen to other
men. Inftructions by precept have the fur-
ther difadvantage of coming on the autho~
rity of others, and frequently require a long
deductionofreafoning. < Hominesamplits
“ oculis quam auribus credunt : longum
“ iter eft per praccepta, breve & efficax
“ perexempla,” The reafon of this judg-

ment,
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ment, which I quote from one of Sexgca’s

les in confirmation 1‘“,' OWn o '\.1[11 n,
refts It EL}L{. on this; Lhat when exan “:i.1e-3
are pointed out to us, there isa krru f ap-
peal, with w hich we ‘1 ed, made to

|

our {enfes, as well as our ’-.11“_--:-.61'1’1.:5551{1insrs.
Lo

.--rﬂ't
p ol

1¢ initruction comes then u
authority : we i"r:unc the precept after our
own f:::-:i.,;,- ience, and yiceld to fact when we
refilt {peculation, Bm this is not the only
aa'.’;:lt:tzge of inftruction by example; for
example appeals hot to our underftanding

alone buttoonrrma@inne Llearrils s
uEJI.'\, UL LOOUT Palllons IKCWHe, xam ')C
1 "- t3 ~ 1P e -I":'“:“r- « {ate ‘
E'Lu‘v"\"u("f..‘f 11 Ci€, Or animates them ; lets Dal-
P B i | n"-‘;n-'{ SPRe - e SSS T
fion on the fide of jadement, and makes the
o o st s
— S SRSE N e e ¥ G LM T .
‘L'\-h(.)l'[.' man F)J. I{p‘-C\,C, W 11ICH 15 noi .-t::?;.“ t ic
IOllg LL J-lr}g ana (MBLef G mt S S \.‘t}r..'_-lltj'fl‘

ftration can do: and thus forming habits

g = ey o

]1"}’ 1C1 afit ‘J gxampie L.,-.ﬁj\;a the ob-
T S5 by e e AR

fervance of thofe Dreacm& which example

mfinuated. Is it not PLiny, my lord,
whofays, that the gentleft, he fhould have
added " the moft effeGtual, way of com-
manding, is by example? < Mititis jubetur

Yor. 1. & “ exemplo.
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« exemplo.” The hartheft orders are foft-
ened byexample, and tyranny itfelf becomes
perfwalive. What pity it is that fo few
princes have learned this way of command-
ing ? But again; the force of examples is
not confined to thofe alone that pafs im-
mediately under our fight : the examples
that memory fuggefts have the fame effect
in their degree, and an habit of recalling
them will foon produce the habit of imi-
tating them. In the fame epiftle, from
whence I cited a paflage juft now, SENECA
fays that CLeanTaES had never becomefo
petfeé a copy of Zzno; if he had not paf-
{ed his life with him ; that PraTo, Ar1s-
ToTLE, and the other philofophers of that
{chool, profited more by the example,
than by the difcourfe of SocraTEs. [But
here by the way SENECA miftook ; for So-
crRATES died two years according to fome,
and four years according to others, before
the birthof ArrsToTLE: and his miftake
might come from the inaccuracy of thofe
who colleGted for him ; as ERasmus ob-

{erves
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ferves, after QUINTILIAN, in his judgment
on SENECA. | But be this, which was{carce
worth a parenthefis, as it will; headds that
MEeTRroDORUS, HerRMAcHUS,  and Po-
LY AENUS, men of great note, were formed
by living under the fame roof with Errcu-
RUs; not by frequenting his fchool. Thefe
are inftances of the force of immediate ex-
ample. But your lordfhip knews that the
citizens of Rome placed the images of
their anceftors in the veftibules of their
houfes; fo that whenever they went in or
out, thefe venerable buftoes met their eyes,
and recalled the glorious actions of the
dead, to fire the living, to excite them to
imitate and even to emulate their great
forefathers. The fuccefs anfwered the de-
fign. The virtue of one generation was
transfufed by the magic of example into
feveral: and a fpirit of heroifm was main-
tained through many ages of that common-
wealth. - Now thefe are fo many inftances
of the force of remote example, and from

C 2 all
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all thefe inftances we may - conclude that
exﬂmples of both kinds are neceﬁ?u‘y.

The fchool of example, my lord,
the world: and the mafters of this {fchool
arc hiftory and experience. Iam far from
contending that the former is preferable to
the latter. T think upon the whole other-
wife : but this I fay, that the former is ab-
{clutely neceffary to prepare us for the lat-
ter, and to accompany us whilft we are
under the difcipline of the latter, that is,
through the wholescourfe of our lives,
No doubt fome few men may be quoted,
to whom nature gave what art and in-
duftry can give to no man. But fuch ex-
amples \‘»IH prove nothing againft me, be-

caufe I admit that the {tudy of hiftory
without experience “is miu{nuw but af-
{ert that experience itfelf is fo without
genius. - Genius is preferable to the other
two, but I would with to find the three

i‘t_?g'f;:.fhf,’l" for how great {oever 4 f,emu.‘
may E."-‘:, LLI]d now 13111;;?1 f{*,.u er }ln 1118.} 1C=

C‘.U.ll'-ff?
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quire new light and heat as be proceeds in
his rapid Courﬁ. certain it is that he will
never thine with the full luftre, nor fthed
the full influence he is capable of, unlefs
to his own experience he adds the  experi-

nce of other men and other ages. Gc~
nius, without the improvement at leaft of
experience, is-what - comets once were
thought to be, a blazing meteor, irregular
inhiscourfe, and dangerousin his approach;
of no ufe'to any fyftem, and able to de-
ftroy ‘any.  Mere fons of earth, if they
l‘m,c. experience without any knowledge of
the hiftory of the world, are but half
{cholars in the fcience of m:m]:.ind. And
if -they are converfant in hiftory without
experience, they are worfe than ignorant ;
they are pedants, always incapable, {fome-
times- meddling and prefuming. The man,
who has all three, is an honor to his
country, and a public blefling: and fuch
I truft your lordfhip will be in this centu-
ry, as your great-grand-father * was in
the laft,

* Farl of CrarEnDON,

B8 i

~
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I have infifted a little the longer on this
head, and have made thefe diftin&ions the
rather, becaufe tho ¥ attribute a great
deal more, than many will be ready to al-
low, to the ftudy of hiftory ; yet 1 would
not willingly even feem to fall into the ridi-
culeofafcribing toit fuchextravaganteffes,
as feveral have done, from Tuvrry down
to CasavroN, LA Morue LE VAVER,

,

and other modern pedants. When TuLry

informs us in the fecond beok of his Tufcu-

landifputations, that the firft Scip10AFR 1~

¢ aNus had always inhis hands the works of
XENoPHON, he advances nothing but what
15 probable and reafonable. To fay nothing
of the retreat of the ten thoufand, nor
of other parts of X £ noPHON'S writings; the
images of virtue, reprefented in that admi-
rable picture the Cyropaedia, were proper
to entertain a foul that was fraught with
virtue, and CyRrus was worthy to be imi-
tated by Scrr1o. So SErim emulatedCag-
sAR,wholecommentaries were tranflated for

e cultoms of the Furks:

e
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Of the Stupy of HisTorYy. 23

fo CAEsar emulated ALEXANDER, and
ALEXANDER AcuHILrLEs. There is no-
thing ridiculous here, except the ufe that
is made of this paflage by thofe who quote
it. - But what the fame TuLLY fays in the
fourth book of his academical difputations,
concerning LucuLrus, {feems to me very
extraordinary. ¢ In Afiam factus impera-
« tor venit; cum eflet Roma profectus rei
¢« militaris rudis;” (one would be ready to
afcribe {fo {udden a change, and fo vaft an
improvement, to nothing lefs than know-
ledge infufed by infpiration, ifwe were not
affured in the fame place that they were ef-
fected by very natural means, by fuch as it
is inevery man’s power toemploy) ¢ partim
«“ percontando 4 peritis, partim in rebus
cc geftis legendis.” LucurLrus, according
to this account, verified the reproach on the
Roman nobility, which SArwsT puts into
the mouth of Marius. But as I difcover
the paffion of MaRr1us, and his prejudices
to the Patricians in one cale; fo I difcover,
methinks, the cunning of TuLLy, and his

C a partiality
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partiality to himfelf in the other, Lucur-
1

Lus, after he had been chofen conful,~ob-

tained by intrigue’ the government of Cili=

wxiik Kimafald fne: f e R o o
LJLL, and fo put mmielf into a fitnation of

ommanding the Romamarmy againt M-

THRIDATES: TULLY had the { uune-?rovem-
ment afterwards, and tho he had no Mi-

3

THRIDATES DOT any otier E‘E'iifi’]'l’y' (':f COn-

P T B YN i1 =
icquence oppoied {'L} nun, tho a 1. iJI "]'l[l[*

tary featsconfifted infurpriz ing “['L']l“t laging
a parcel of ‘highlanders and wild Cilict: s,
yet he aflumed the. airs of a congueror,
and defcribed his.a&ions in pompous 2
ﬁile, that the account becomes burlefgue.

e laughs indeed in one of his letters to
.-'i rrIcusat his generalfhip; but if we turn
to thofe he writ to Corrius Rurus and to
CaTouponthiseccafion, ortothofe wherein
he exprefles to ArTrcus his refentment
againft CaTo, for not propofing in his fa-
vour the honors ufually decreed to conquer-
ors we may {ee how vanity turned his head,
and how impudently he infifted on obtaine
ing a triumph. Is it any ftrain now to fup-

pofe,
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pofe, that he meant to infinuate in th
paffage I have quoted about LucuLirus,
that the difference between him and the
former governor of Cilicia, even in military

(.3

merit, arofe from the different conjunGure
alone? and that Lucurrus could not have
done in Cilicia at that time more than he
himfelf did? Cicero had red and quefli-
oned at leaft as much as Lucvrrus, and
would therefore have appeared as great a
rince as

t the truth
15, that LucurLrus was Tn'l-" €a g at cap-
tain by theory or the ftudy of hiftory alone

el LAIC s

captain, if he had had as greata
MITHRIDATES to éncounter. Bu

i
[
4
'.
5

no more than FErpinanD oF ‘w" in and
Avrpuonsus of Naples were cured of def-
perate diftempers by reading Livy and
Quintus CurTIUS; 2 fillj,f tale -which
BopiN, AMyoT, and others have picked
up-and propagated. Lwcurrus had ferved
in his youth againit the Marfi, probably in
other wars, and Svria took early notice
of him: he went into the eaft with this
general, and had a great thare in his con-

i;l_l.( [1CE.
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fidence. He commanded in feveral expe-
ditions; It was he who reftored the Co-
lophonians to their liberty, and who pu-
nifhed the revolt of the people of Myte-
lene. Thus wefee that Lucurrus was
formed by experience as well as ftudy,
and by an experience gained in thofe very
countries, where he gathered fo many lau-
rels afterwards in fighting againft the fame
enemy. The late duke of MaRrRLBOROUGH

never red XeENoPHON moft certainly, nor

the relation perhaps of any modern wars;
but he ferved in his youth under monfieur
de TureNNE,and Thave heard that he was
taken notice of in thofe early days by that
great man. Heafterwards commanded in
an expedition to Ireland, ferved a campaign
or two, if I miftake not, under king WiL-
L1Aamin Flanders: and, befides thefe oc-
cafions, had none of gaining experience in
war, till he came to the head of our ar.
mies in one thoufand feven hundred and
two, and triumphed, not over Afiatic
troops, but over the veteran armies of

France,
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¥rance. The Roman had on his fide genius
and experience cultivated by ftudy : the
Briton had genius improved by experience,
and no more. The ficlt therefore is notan
example of what ftudy can do alone ; but
the latter is an example of what genius and
experience can do without ftudy. They
can do much to be fure, when the firft is
given in a {uperior degree. But fuch ex-
amples are very rare: and when they hap-
pen, it will be ftill true, that they would
have had fewer blemithes, and would
have come nearer to the perfection of pri-
vate and public virtue, in all the arts of
peace and atchievements of war; if the
views of fuch men had been enlarged, and
their {entiments ennobled, by acquiring
that caft of thought and that temper of
mind, which will grow up and become
habitual in every man who applies himfelf
carly to the ftudy of hiftory as the ftudy of
philofophy, with the intention of being
wifer and - better, without the affeGation
of being more learned.

The
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THE temper of the mind is formed,
and a certain turn eiven to our vays of
thinking ; in a word, the feeds of that
moral chara&er which cannot wholly alter
the natural chara@er, but may correct the
evil and improve the good that is in it, or
do the very contrary, or fow betimes,
much fooner than is commot ily fappofed.
¥ 1s equally certain, that we fhall gather
of not gather experience, be the better
or the worfe for this experience, when
we come into the world and mingle
amongft mankind; according to the tem-
per of mind, and the turn of thought,
tlmt we lnve acquired beforehand, and
bring along with us, They will tin@ure
all our future acquifitions, fo that the very
fame c*{puxemu which fecures the judg-
ment of one man or excites him to vir-
tue; fhall lead another into error, or plunge
him into vice. From hence it foll lows,
that the ftudy of hiftory has in this refpe&
. double advantage, If experience alone
can make us perfeét in our parts, experi-

ence
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ence cannot begin to teach them till we
are actually ‘on the ftage: whereas by 3
previous application to this ftudy, we conn
them over at leaft before we appear there:
we are not quite unprépared, we learn our
parts {ooner, and we learn them better,

LeT me explain whatT mean by an ex-
ample. There is fcarce any foii}? or vice
more epidemical among the fons of men,
than that ridiculous and hurtful vanity, by
which the people of each country are apt
to prefer themfelves to thofe of every o-
ther; and to make their own cuftoms
and manners and opinions the ftandards
of right and wrong, of true and falfe.
The Chinefe mandarians were firangely
furprifed, and almoft incredulous, when
the Jefuits thewed them how {mall 2 fi-
gure theirempire made in the general map
of theworld, The Samojedes wondered
much at the Czar of Mufcovy for not liv-
ing among them: and the Hottentott,
who returned from Europe, ftripped him-
felf naked as foon as he came home, put on

his
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his. bracelets of guts and garbage, and
grew ftinking and lowfy as faft as he
could. - Now nothin g can contribute more
to prevent us from being tainted with this
vanity, than to accuftom ourfelves early
to contemplate the different nations of the
earth in that vaft map which hiftory
fpreads before us, in their rife and their
fall, in their barbarous and civilized
flates, in the likenefs and unlikenefs of
them all to one another, and of each to
itfelf. By frequently renewing this pro-
{pect to the mind, the Mexican with his
cap and coat of feathers, facrificing a
human victim to his god, will not ap-
pear more favage to our eyes, than the
Spaniard with an hat on his head, and
a gonilla round his neck, ﬂtcriﬁcing
whole nations to his ambition, his ava-
rice, and even the wantonnefs of his cru-
elty. Imight thew, by a multitude of
other examples, how hiftory prepares us
for experience, and guides us in it: and
many of thefe would be both curious and

important,
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important. I might likewife bring feveral
other inftances, wherein hiftory ferves to
purge the mind of thofe national partiali-
ties and prejudices that we are apt to con-
tra® in our education, -and that experi-
ence for the moft part rather confirms
than removes; becaufe itis for the moft
part confined, like our education. But
I apprehend growing too prolix, and
{hall therefore conclude this head by ob-
ferving, that tho an early and proper ap-
plication to the ftudy of hiftory will con-
tribute extremely to keep. our minds free
from a ridiculous partiality in favour of
our own country, and a vicious prejudice
againft others; yet the fame ftudy will
create in us a preference of affetion to
our own country. ‘There is a ftory told
of Ascarus. He brought feveral beafts
taken in different places to Rome, they fay,
and let them loofe before AuGusTUus: e-
very beaft ran immediately to that partof
the Circus,. where a parcel of earth taken

1 from




from his native foil had been laid. ~ « Cres
dat Judaeus Apella’’. This tale might pafs
on Joseruus; for in him I believe I red
it: but furely the love of our country is
a lefion “of reafon,, not an inftitution of
nature. - Edueation and habit, obliga-
tion and intereft, attach us to it, not in-
ftin@. It is however fo necefiary to be
cultivated, and the profperity of all focie-
ties, as well as the erandeur of fome, de-
pends upon it fo much, that orators - by
their eloquence, and poets by their en-
thufiafm, have endeavoured ito work up
this precept of morality-into a principle of
paffion.  But the examples which we
find in hiftory, improved by the lively
defcriptions and the juft applaufes or cen-
fures of hiftorians, will have a much bets
ter and more permanent effe@t than de-
clamation, or fong, or the dry ethics of
mete philofophy. In  fine, to converfe
with hiftorians is to keep good company':
many of them were excellent men, and
thofe who were not fuch have taken care
however to appear {uch in their writings,

..-:[ It
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It muft be therefore of great ufe to pre-
pare our felves by this converfation for that
of the world ; and to receive our firft im-
preflions, and to acquire our firft habits, in
a fcene where images of virtue and vice are
continually reprefented to us in the colors
that belong properly to them, before we
enter on another fcene, ‘where virtue and
vice are too often confounded, and what
elongs to one is afcribed to the other.

Brsipzs the advantage of beginning our
acquaintance with mankind fooner, and
of bringing with us into the world, and
the bufinefs of it, fuch a caft of thought
and fuch a temper of mind, as will ena-
ble us to make a better ufe of our experi-
ence ; there is this farther advantage in
the ftudy of hiftory, that the improve-
ment we make by it extends to more ob-
jeéts, and is made at the expence of other
men: whereas that improvement, which
is the effe@® of our own ex nerience, Is
confined to fewer objeéts, and is madeat

Yor. I. P our




34 I#E- T T-E-R-

our own expence. To ftate the account
fairly therefore between thefe two im-
provements; tho the latter be the more
valuable, yet allowance being made on
one fide for the much greater number of
examples that hiftory prefents to us, and
deduction being made on the other of the
price we often pay for our experience,
the value of the former will rife in pro-
portion. I have recorded thefe things,
{fays PoLysi1us, after giving an account of
the defeat of REcurus ¢ that they who

[ 4

read thefe commentaries may be render-

¢ _ed better by them; for all men have two
¢ ways of improvement, one arifing from
“ their own experience, and one from the
“ experience of others,” ¢ Evidentior
€C
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¢ is attended by no evil circumftance,

every one ought to take for grant-
“ ed, that the ftudy of hiftory is the

113

111

beft fchool where-he can learn how to
« condu@ himfelf in all the fituations of
« life.” Recurus had feen at Rome
many examples of magnanimity, of fru-
gality, of the contempt of riches and
of other virtues; and thefe virtues he
practifed. But he had not learned, nor
had opportunity of learning another leflon,
which the examples recorded in hiftory
inculcate frequently, the lefion of mode-
ration, An infatiable thirft of military
fame, an unconfined ambition of extend-
ing their empire, an extravagant con-
fidence in their own courage and force,
an infolent contempt of their enemies, and
an impetuous . over-bearing fpirit with
which they purfued all their enterprizes,
compofed in his days the diftinguifhing
chara&ter of a Roman. Whatever the
fenate and people refolved, appeared to
the members of that commonwealth both

D=2 practi-
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practicable and juft. Neither difficulties
nor dangers could check them ; and their
fages had not yet difcovered, that virtues
in excefs degenerate into vices, Not-
withftanding the beautiful rant which
Horace puts into his mouth, T make
no doubt thatRecurus learned at Carthage

thofe leflons of moderation which he had
not learned at Rome : but he learned them
by experience, and the fruits of this ex-
perience came too late, and coft too dear;
for they coft the total defeat of the Roman
army, the prolongation of a calamitous
war which might have been finithed by
a glorious peace, the lofs of liberty to
thoufands of Roman citizens, and to Rg-
GcuLus himfelf the lofs of life in the midit
of torments, if we are entirely to credit
what is perhaps exaggeration in the Ro-
man authors,

THERE is another advan tage wor my
our obfervation that be ongs to the ftudy
of hiftory ; and that I thall mention here,

ot

i
i
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not only becaufe of the importance of
it, but becaufe it leads me immediately
to {fpeak of the nature of the improve-
ment we ought to have in our view, and
of the method in which it feems to me
that this improvement ought to be pur-
fued: two particulars from which your
lordthip may think perhaps that I digrefs
too long, ‘The advantage I mean con-
{its in this, that the examples which
hiftory prefents to us, both of men and
of events, are gencrally complete: the
whole example is before us, “and confe-
quently the whole leflon, or fometimes
the various leflons which philofophy pro-
pofes to teach us by this example. For
firft, as to men; we fee them at their
whole length in hiftory, and we {ee
them generally there through a medium
lefs partial at leaft than that of experi
ence: for I imagine, that a whig ora
tory, whilft thofe parties {ubfifted, would
have condemned in SaTurni%us the {pirit
of faction which he applauded in his own

1B tribunes,
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tribunes, and would have applauded in
Drysus the fpirit of moderation which
he defpifed in thofe of the contrary party,
and which he fufpeted and hated in
thofe of his own party. - The villainp who
has impofed on mankind by his power or
cunning, and whom experience could
not unmafk for a time, is unmafked at
length: and the honeft man, who has
been mifunderflood or defamed, is jufti-
fied before his ftory ends.  Or if this
does-not happen, if the villain djes with
his matk on, in_the midft of applaufe
and henor and wealth and power, and
if the honeft man dies under the fame
load of calumny and difgrace under which
he lived, driven perbaps into exile and
expofed ‘to want ; yet we fee hiftorical
juftice executed, the name of one brand-
ed with infamy, and that of the other
celebrated with panygeric ' to fucceeding
ages. “ Praccipuum munyg
e

annalium
reor, nesvirtutes fileantur > utque pra-
15, .

f - visdie e A - .
Vis dicts a’aa-ﬁtll-itk CX poitcritate et 1n-
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¢« famid metus fit.” Thus according to
TaciTus, and according to truth, from
which his judgments feldom deviate, the
principal duty of . hiftory is to eret a tri-
bunal, " like that among the Egyptians,
mentioned by Dioporus SicuLus, where
men and ‘princes themfelves were tried,
and condemned or acquitted, after their
deaths : where thofe who had not been
punifthed for their crimes, and thofe who
had not been honored for their virtues,
received ‘a- juft retribution. ~The fen-
tence is pronounced in one cafe, as it was
in the other, too: late to corre& or re-
compence; butitis pronounced in time to
renderthefe examples of general inftruction
to mankind. Thus Cicero, thatI may
quote one inftance out of thoufands, and
that Imay do juftice to the general charadter
of that great man whofe particular failing I
have cenfured fo freely; Cicero, I fay,
was abandoned by OQcravius, and maffa-
cred by ANTHONY. - But let any man read
this fragment of Arervius Fuscus, and

D4 chufz
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! | chufe which he would with to have been,
{ the orator, or the triumvir? Quoad
“ humanum genus - incolume manferit,
“ quamdiu ufus litteris, honor fummae
“ cloquentiae pretiumeerit, quamdiu rerum
* natura aut fortuna fteterit, aut memoria
¢t duraverit, admirabile pofteris vigebis in-
““ genium, et uno proferiptus feculo, pro~
¢ {eribes Antonium omnibus,”

T'nys again as to events that ftand re-
corded in hiftory: we fee them all, we
fee them as they followed.one another, or

as they produced one' another, caufes of

effects, immediate or remote, We are

caft back, as it were, into former ages:
| we live with the men who lived before us,
i and we inhabit countries that we never
i faw. Place is enlarged, and time pro-
longed, in this manner; fo that the man
who applies himfglf early to the ftudy of
hiftory, may acquire in a few years, and
before he fets his foot abroad in the world,
not only a more extended knowledge of

mankind,
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mankind, but the experience of more
centuries than any of the patriarchs faw.
The events we are witnefles of, in the
coutfe of the longeft life; appear to us
very -often original, unprepared, fingle,
and un-relative, if I may ufe {fuch an. ex-
preffion for want of a better in Englifh ;
in French I would fay ifoléz : they appear
fuch very often; are called accidents,
and looked upon as the effects of chance;
a word, by the way, which is in conftant
ufe, and has no determinate meaning.
We get over the prefent difficulty, we
improve: the momentary advantage, as
well as we can, and we look no farther.
Experience can carry us no farther ;- for
experience can go a very little way back
in difcovering caufes: and eftéts are not
the objeéts of experience till they happen.
From hence many errors in judgment,
and by confequence in condudt; necef-
farily arife.  And here too lyes the differ-
ence we are {peaking of between hiftory
and experience. 'The advantage on the
| fide
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fide of the former is double; In ancient
hiftory, as we have faid already, the'ex-
amples are complete, which are incom-
plete in the courfe of experience. - The
beginning, the progreflion, and the end
appear, not -of particular reigns, -much

lefs of particular enterprizes, or fyftems
[ of policy alone, but of governments, of
| nations, of empires, and of all the various
{yftems that have fucceeded one another
in the courfe of their duration.  In mo-
dern hiftory, the examples may be, and
fometimes are, incomplete; ~but they have
thisadvantage when they are fo, that they
ferve to render complete the examples of
our own time. ~ Experience is doubly
defeCtive; we are born too late to fee
the beginning, and we die too foon to fee
the end of many things, Hiftory {up-
plies both thefe defects,. Modern hiftory
fhews the caufes, when experience pre-
fents the effe@s alone: and ancient hif.
tory enables us to guefs at the effe@s, when
experience prefents the canfes alone.: Lt

me
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me explain my meaning by two examples
of thefe kinds ; one paft, the other actu-
ally prefent,

Waen the revolution of one thoufand
fix hundred eighty eight happened,” few
men then alive, I fuppofe, went farther
in their fearch after the caufes of it, than
the extravagant attempt of king JAMEs
againft the religion and liberty of  his peo-
ple. His former conduct and the paffages
of king CrarLES II’s reign might rankle
ftill at the hearts of fome men, but could
not be fet to account among the caufes of
his depofition; fince he had fucceeded, not-
withftanding them, peaceably to the throne,
and the nation in general, even many of
thofe who would have excluded him from
it, were defirous, or at leaft willing, thathe
fhould continue in it.  Now this example
thus ftated affords, no doubt, much good
inftruction to the kings, and people of Bri-
tain, But this inftruction is not entire; be-
caufe the example thus ftated, and confined

- £Q
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to the experience of that age, 1s imperfc&,
King - JamEes’s mal-adminiftration ren-
dered a revolution neceflary and practica-
ble; but his mal-adminiftration, as well
as all his preceding condud, was caufed
by his bigot attachment to popery, and
to the principles of arbitrary government,
from which no warnin g could divert him,
His bigot attachment to thefe was caufed
by the exile of  the royal family; this ex-
ile was caufed by the ufurpation of Crom-
WEL: and CroMwEL’s ufurpation was
the effed of a former sebellion, begun not
without reafon on account of liberty,
but without any valid pretence on account
of religion. During this exile, our princes
caught the taint of popery and foreign po-
litics. “We made them unfit to govern
us, and after that were forced to recal them
that they might refcue us out of anarchy,
It was neceflary therefore, your lordfhip
fees, at therevolution, and it is more fo
now, to go back in hiftory, at leaft as
far as I have mentioned, and perhaps far-

______
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ther, even to the beginning of king JaMEs
the firft's reign; to render this event a com-
plete example, and to develope all the wife,
honeft, and falutary precepts, with which it
is pregnant, both to king and fubject.

TuE other example fhall be taken from
what has fucceeded the revolution. Few
men at that time looked forward enough,
to forefee the neceflary confequences of the
new conftitution of the revenue that was
{oon afterwards formed, nor of the method
of funding that immediately took place;

which, abfurd as they are, have continued

ever fince, till it is become fcarce poffible
to alter them. Few people, I fay, fore-
faw how the creation of funds; and the
multiplication of taxes, would encreafe
yearly the power of the crown, and bring
our liberties, by a natural ‘and neceflary
progreffion, into more real, tho lefs appa-
rent danger, than they were in before the
revolution. The exceffive ill hufbandry
practifed from the very beginning of king

4 WiLLIAM'S
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WiLLram’s reign, and which laid the
foundations of all we feel and all we fear,
was not the effect of ignorance, miftake,
or what we call chance, but of defign and
fcheme in thofe who had the {way at that
time. I am not {o uncharitable however
as to believe that they intended to bring
upon their country all the mifchiefs that
we, who came after them, experience,
and apprehend. No, they faw the meafures
they took fingly, and unrelatively, or re-
latively alone to fome immediate object.
The notion of attaching men to the new
government, by tempting them to embark
their fortunes on the fame bottom, was a
reafon of flate to fome: the notion of
creating a new, that is, a monied intereft,
in oppofition to the landed intereft or as
a balance to it, and of acquiring a fupe-
rior influence in the city of London at leaft
by the eftablithment of great corporations,
was a reafon of party to others: and I
make no doubt that the opportunity of
amaffing immenfe eftates by the manage-

1 ment
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ment of funds, by trafficking in paper,
and by all the arts of jobbing, was a rea-
fon of private intereft to thofe who fup-
ported and improved this {cheme of ini-
quity, if not to thofe who devifed it. They
looked no farther. Nay we who came
after them, and have long tafted the bit-
ter fruits of the corruption they plant-
ed, were far from taking fuch an alarm
at our diftrefs, and our danger, as they
deferved ; till the moft remote and fatal
effe of caufes, laid by the laft gene-
ration, was very near becoming an object
of experience in this. = Your lordfhip, 1
am {ure, fees at once how much a due re-
fleCtion on the paffages of former times, as
they fland recorded in the hiftory of our
own, and of other countries, would have de-
terred a free people from trufting the fole
management of {o greata revenue, and the
fole nomination of thofe legions of officers
employed in it, to their chief magiftrate.
‘There remained indeed no pretence for do-
ing {o, when once a falary was fettled on

the
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the prince, and the public revenue was no
longer in any fenfe his revenue, nor the
public expence his expence. Give me
leave to add, that it would have been;
and would be ftill, more decent with re-
gard to the prince, and lefs tepugnant if
not more conformable to the principles
and practice too of our government, to
take this power and influence from the
prince, or to fhare it with him ; than to
exclude men from the privilege of repre-
fenting their fellow fubje@s who would
chufe them in parliament, purely becaufe
they are employed and trufted by the
prince.

Your lordfhip fees not only, how much
a due reflection upon the experience of
other ages and countries would have
pointed out national corruption as the na-
tural and neceffary confequence of inveft-
ing the crown with the management of

fo greata revenue, but alfo the lofs of

Liberty
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liberty as the natural and neceflary con-
{fequenceof national corruption.

Thele two examples explain {ufficiently
what they are intended to explain. It only
remains therefore upon this head, to obferve
the difference between the two manners
in.which hiftory fupplies the defeéts of
our own experience. It fhews us caufes
as in fact they were laid, with their im-
mediate effes: and it enables us to guefs
at future events. It can do no more in
the nature of things. My lord Bacon,
in his fecond book of the advancement
of learning, having in his mind I fuppofe
what Pa1ro and Josepuus afferted of Mo-
ses, affirms divine hiftory to have this
prerogative, that the narration may be
before the fact as well as after. But fince
the ages of prophecy, as well as miracles,
are palt, we muft content ourfelves to
guels at what will be, by what has been :
we have no other means -in our power,
and hiftory furnifhes us with thefe, How

Voi, I, E
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we are toimprove, and apply thefe means,
as well as how we are to acquire them,
fhall be deduced more particularly in ano-
ther letter,

O F



- i S S T
— it R 3 8 2 aifae . & e
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Stupy of HisToRY,

LET T ER~1L

1. An objeGion againft the utility of
hiftory removed. 2. The falfe and true
aims of thofe who ftudy it. 3. Ofthe
hiftory of the firft ages, with reflec-
tions on the ftate of ancient hiftory
prophane and facred.

ERE thefe letters to fall into
the hands of fome ingenious
perfons who adorn the age we live in,
your lordfhip’s correfpondent would be
Joked upon for his project of improving

22 mer
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: men in virtue and wifdom by the ftudy of
hiftory.  The general charatters of men,
i | it would be faid, are determined by their

| natural conftitutions, as their particular
Al actions are by immediate objects. Many
| very converfant in hiftory would be cited,
who have proved ill men, or bad poh-
ticians ;- and a Jong roll u-‘ould be pro-
duced L:-f others who have arrived at a
] great pitch of private, and public virtue,
il without-any affiftance of this kind. Some-

g has been faid already to anticipate
this objeftion; but fince ‘I have heard

everal perfons affirm fuch propofitions

I with great confidence; a. loud | laugh, or
a filent fneer at the pedants who pre-
i fumed to think othe f\”‘? s 1 will ;pcnrl a
few paragraphs, with your lord l{hip’s leave,
to thew that fuch affirmations (for to
affirm amongft thefe fine men is to reafon)
either prove too much, or prove nothing,

Ir our general charaders were deter-
ninea ablolutely, as they are cmtmnl}r

1‘;7_.—.-
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fluenced, by our conftitutions, and if
our® particular a&ions were fo by imme-
diate  obje&ts ; all inftruction by pre-
cept as well as example, and all en-
deavours to form the moral character
by education, would be unneceflary. E-
ven the little care that is taken, and
furely it is impoffible to take lefs, in
the training up our youth, would be too
much.  But the truth is widely different
from this reprefentation of it; for what
is vice, and what is virtue ? I fpeak of
them in alarge and philofophical fenfe.
The former is, I think, nomore than the
excefs, abufe, and mifapplication of ap-
petites, defires, and paffions, natural and
innocent, nay ufeful and neceffary. The
latter confifts in the moderation and go-
vernment, in the ufe and application of
thefe appetites, defires, and paffions, ac-
cording to the rules of reafon, and there-
fore often in oppofition to their own blind
impulfe.

What

(¥
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What now is education? that part,
that principal and moft neglected part of
it, I mean, which tends to form the mo-
ral characer? It is, I think, an inftitus
tion defigned to lead men from their
tender years, by precept and example, by
argument and authority, to the pradtice
and to the habit of practifing thefe rules.
The ftronger our appetites, defires, and
paflions are, the harder indeed is the tafk
of education: but when the efforts of
cducation are propartioned to this ftrength,
altho our keeneft appetites and defires,
and our ruling paffions cannot be reduced
to a2 quict and uniform f{ubmiffion, yet
are not their ezicefles affwaged? are not
their abufes and mifapplications, in fome
degree, diverted or checked? Tho the
pilot cannot lay the ftorm, cannot he
carry the fhip by his art better through
it, and often prevent the wreck that would
always happen without him? If ALexAN-
pER, who loved wine, and was natarally
choleric, had been bred under the feverity

of
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6f Roman difcipline, it is probable he
would neither have made a bonefire of
Perfepolis for his whore, nor have killed
his friend. If Scipio, who was naturally
given to women, for which anecdote
we have, if I miftake not, the authority
of Porveius, as well as fome verfes of
Nacevius preferved by A. GELLIus, had
been educated by OrLyMp1ae at the court
of PriLip, it is improbable that he would
‘have reftored the beautiful Spaniard. In
fhort, if the renowned SocrATESs had not
correted nature by art, this firft apoftle
of the gentiles had been a very profligate
fellow by his own confeffion ; for he was
inclined to all the vices ZoPyYRUs imputed
to him, as they fay, on the obfervation of
his phyfiognomy:.

With him therefore, who denies the ef-
fe&ts of education, it would be in vain to
difpute; and with him who admits thgm,
there can be no difpute, concerning that
{hare which I afcribe to the ftudy of hif-

E 4 tQry,
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tory, in forming our moral chara@ers, and
making us better men. The very perfons
who p t_f_cna_‘l that inclinations cannot be re-
firained, nor habits corre@ed, againft out
natural bent, would be the fir{t perhaps to
prove in:certain cafes the contrary. A for-
tune at court, . or the favours of a lady,
have prevailed on many to conceal, and
they could not conceal without 1;111.1111111rr

which Is one ucp towards correctir ng, the
23 they were by nature adc ufkd to the

g

vi
mioft. Shall we imagine now, that the beau-
ty of virtue and the deformity of wvice, the
charms~of a bright and lafting reputati-
on, the terror of being delivered over as
criminals to all pofterity, the real benefit
arifing from a confcientious difcharge of
the duty we owe to others, which bene-
fit fortune can neither hinder nor take

away, and the reafonablenefs of con-
forming ourfelves to the defigns of Gop
manifefted in the conftitution of the human

natare ; fhall we imagine, I fay, that all
tEn':'l-.- are not able to acquire the {fame power

Over
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over thofe who are continually called upon
to a contemplation of them, and they who
apply themfelves to the ftudy of  hiftory
are fo called upon, as other motives, mean
and fordid in comparifon of thefe, can
ufurp on other men?

2. Tuart the ftudy of hiftory, far from
making us wifer, and more ufeful citi-
zens, as well as better men, may be of
no advantage whatfoever ; that it may
{ferve to render us mere antiquaries and
{cholars, or that it may help'to make wus
forward coxcombs, and prating pedants,
I have already allowed. But this is not
the fault of hiftory: and to convince us
that it is not, we need only contraft the
true ufe of hifltory with the ufe that is
made of it by fuch men as thefe. We
ought always to keep in mind, that hif-
tory is philofophy teaching by examples
how to condu& ourfelves in all the fitua-
tions of private and public life ; that there-
fore we muft apply ourfelves to it in 2
hil!"}*

|
il |
| 1[
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philofophical {pirit and manner; that ws
mutft rife from particular to'general knows
ledge, and that we muft fit ourfelves for
the fociety and bufinefs of mankind by
accuftoming our minds to refled and
meditate; on the charaGers we find de-
feribed, and the coutfé of events we
find related there. Particular examples
may be of ufe fometimes in particular
cafes; but the application of them is dan-
gerous. It muft be dore with the utmoit
cireum{pection, or it will be feldom done
with fuccefs; And yet .one would think
that this was the principal ufe of the ftudy
of hiftory by what has been written
on the i‘lib_}utjf. I know not whether
MAcuraver himfelf is quite free from
defe on this account : he feems to carry
the ufe and application of particular ex=
amples fometimes too far. MARIUS and
CaTuLrus pafled the Alpes, met, and de-=
feated the Cimbri beyond the frontiers of
Italy. Ts it fafe to conclude from henee,
that whenever one people is invaded by
another,
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another, the invaded ought to meet and
fight the invaders at a diftance from their
frontiers? M A CHIA VEL’s countryman,
GuIlccIARDIN, was aware of the danger
that might arife from fuch an application of
examples. PeTER of Medicis had involved

. -

himfelf in great difficulties, when thofe
wars and calamities began which Lewis
SrorzA, firft drew and entailed on Italy;
by. flattering the ambition of CHARLEs the
eigth in order to oratify his own, and
calling the French into that couatry.
PeTzr owed his diftrefs to his tolly in de-
parting from the general tenor of condudt
his father Laurenck had held, and hoped
to relieve himfelf by imitating his father’s
example in one patticular inftance. At a
time when the wars with the pope and
king of Naples had reduced ILAURENCE
to circamitances of great danger, he took
the refolution of going to FErDINAND,
and of treating in perfon with that prince.
Therefolution appearsin hiftory im prudent
and almoft defperate: were we informed

iy
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of the fecret reafons on which this great
man alted, it would appear very poffibly
a wife and fafe meafure., It fucceeded,
and LaureNcE brought back with him
public peace, and private fecurity, As
{oon as the French troops entered the do-
minions of Florence, PETER was fruck
with a panic terror, went to CraArLzs
the eigth, put the ,port of Leghorn, the
fortrefles of Pifa, and all the keys of the
country into this prince’s hands; whereby
he difarmed the Florentine common=
wealth, and ruined himflfs e was de-
prived of his authority, and driven out of
the city, by the juft indignation of the
magi(irates, and people: and in the trea-

-
{
4

ty which they made afterwards with the
king of France it was ftipulated, that
PereRr fhould not remain within an hun-
dred miles of the ftate, nor his brothers
within the fame diftance of the city of
Florence. On this occafion G UICCIARDIN
obferves, how dangerous it is to govern
ourfelves by particular examples; fince, to

have
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have the fame fuccefs, we muft have the
fame prudence, and the fame fortune;
and fince the example muft not only an-
(wer the cafe before us in general, but in
every minute circamftance. This is the
{enfe of that admirable hiftorian, and thefe
are’ his words------ «« ¢ fenza dubio molto
< pericolofo il governarfi con gl efempi,
«« {e non’ concorono, non {olo in generale,
s<rpma in tutti 1 particulari, le medefime
«¢ragioni; e le.cofe non fono regolate con
¢« la medefima prudenza, & {e oltre a tutti
¢ {ialtri fondamenti, non v’hala partefua
¢ Ja medefima fortuna.” An obfervation
that Borrz Av makes, and a rule he lays
down in {peaking of tranflations, will pro-
perly find their place here, and ferve to
“explain ftill better what I would eftablifh.
¢ To tranflate fervilely into modern lan-
¢ guageanancientauthor phrafe by phrafe,
¢« and word by word, is prepofterous:
nothing can be more unlike the origi-
nal than fuch a copy. It is not to
thew, it isto difguife the author: and he

s« who
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. “ who has known him only in this drefs,
¢ would not know him in hisown. A good
1 “ writer, inftead of taking this inglorious
L “ and unprofitable tafk upon him, will
I| ; < joufter contre l'original, rather imitate
¢ than tranflate, and rather emulate
< than imitate: he will transfufe the
¢ fenfe and {pirit of the original into his
“ own work, and will endeavour to
-. ““ write as the angient author would have
il “ wrote, had he writ in the fame lan-
€ guage,” Now, to improve by exam-
ples is to improve by imitation.  'We muit
catch'the fpirit, if we can, and conform
purfelves to the reafon of them; but we
muft not affe® to tranflate fervilely in-
to our condud, if your lordthip will
allow me the exprefiion, the particular
| conduct of thofe good and great men,
whofe images hiftory fets before us.  Co-
pRrUs and the Decri devoted themifelves to
death: one, becaufe an oracle had foretold
that the army whofe general was killed
would be viGtorious; the others in com.-
pliance




Of the STupy of HisTerv., 63

pliance with a fuperftition that bore great
analogy to a ceremony practifed in the
old Egyptian church, and added after-
watds, as many others of the fame origin
were, to the ritual of the Hraelites.
Thefe are examples of great magnani-
mity to be fure, and of magnanimity
employed in the moft worthy caufe. In
the early days of the Athenian and Roman
government, when the credit of ora-
cles and all kinds of fuperftition prevailed,
when heaven was pioufly thought to de-
light in blood, and even human blood
was fhed under wild notions of* atone-
ment, propitiation, purgation, expiation,
and fatisfaGtion; they who fet fuch exam-
ples asthefe a&ed an heroical and a rational
part too. But if a general fhould aét the
fame part now, and, in order to fecure his
vitory, getkilled asfaftas hecould; he might
pafs for an hero, but I am fure he would
pafs for 'a madman. Even thefe examples
however are of ufe: they excite us at leaft
to venture our lives freely in the ferviceof

oL
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our country; by propofing to our imitation
men who devoted themfelves to certain
death in the fervice of theirs. They thew
us what a turn of imagination can operate;
and how the greateft trifle, nay the greateft
abfurdity, drefled up in the folemn airs of
religion, can carry ardor and confidence,
or the contrary fentiments, into the breafts
of thoufands,

THERE are certain  general principles,

and rules of life and condu&, which al-
ways muit  be :trué, becaufe they are
conformable to the invariable nature of
things. He who fludies hiftory as he
would ftudy philofophy will foon dif-

1
1

tinguith and colle& them, and by doing
{o will {foon form to himfelf a general fyf-
tem of ethics and politics on the fureft
foundations, on the trial of thefe prin-

ciples and rules in 4ll ages, “and on
{

ne confirmation of them hy univerfal ex-

perience. I faid he will diftinguifh themr;
for onee more I muftfay, that as to par-

. :
b g L
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ticular modes of aGions, - and meafures of

conduét, which the cuftoms of diil
countries, the manner :%rnﬁ"d"ﬂ"ﬂremn res, and
the circum{tances of different corinéu

J't..-L. _U.\,d}

have appropriated, as it were, i-: 5 ;iiv.n.j,'s;
ridiculous, or imprudent and langerous, to
mp}](‘} them. But this 15 not all. ,H'f
contemplating the vaft v: wriety of part icular

chara&ers ’m.i events; by examining the
ftrange combinations of caufes, diffe; ent,

remote, and feemingly oppofite, that

1ILE, L orten

Concur in pmducmg one effect; and the {ur-

~

prifing fertility of one fingle and uni iform
L,?LL.IL 111 ﬁlx.. P IOuL!Lul“ Lu. a multitude Or

effets as different, as remote, and {eem-
ingly as oppofite ; by tracing car.dfully, as

o

areﬁlﬂy as if the iuh ect he confiders were

of perfonal and immediate concern to him,
all the minute and fometimes fcarce-per-
cetvable circumftances, either in the ¢l
racters of actors, or in the courfe of a

L M sG]S

2
that hiftory enables him to tra e, and ac-
cording to which the fucce(s of affairs, even

thegreatelt, is moftly determined; by thefe,
4
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and fuch methods as thefe, for I might de-
fcend intoa much greater detail, a man of
parts may improve the ftudy of hiftory to
it's proper and principal ufe; he may tharp-
en the penetration, fix the attention of his
mind, and firengthen his judgment; he may
acquire the faculty and the habit of difcern-
ing_quicker, and looking farther ; and of
exerting that flexibility, and fteadinefs,
which are neceffary to be joined in the con-
duct of all affairs that depend on. the con-
currence or oppofition of other men.

Mr. Locke, I think, recommends the
ftudy 6f geometry even to thofe who have
no defign of being geometricians: and he
gives a reafon for it, that may be applied
to theprefent cafe. Such perfons may
forget every problem that has been pro-
poled, and every folution that they or others
have given; but the habit of purfuing long
trains of ideas will remain with them, and
they will pierce through the mazes of {o-
phifm and difcover a latent truth, where

pet-

W
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perfons who have not this habit will never
find it,

Ix this mannet the ftudy of hiﬁory wilt
prepare us for action and obfervation. Hi-
ftory is theancient author: experience is the
modern language.  'We form our tafte on

the firft; we tranflate the fenfe and reafon,
we transfufc the fpirit and force: but we
imitate only ‘the particular graces of the
original; we imitate them according to the
idiom of ‘our own tongue, that is we {ubfti-
tute often equivalents in the licu of them,

and are far from affeéti ing to copy them fer-

vilely. To conclude, as experien
verfant about the l‘::ci’%ut, ;111{1' the L‘wl,n'
enables us to guefs at the future; {o hittory
is converfant about the paft, and by know-
ing the things that have been, we become

. _ Fe it e 7 G i :
.-.'Jx."t:.t.:s Llun, to _}mig‘v of ‘Cllt; t;‘lli}é’.‘_js that are.
Tuis ufe, my lord, w

i T=_ 1. .1
which I make the

ﬂol};, s not infifted on by thofe who have
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writ concerning the method to be followed
in this ftudy: and fince we In:;m_m, differ-
ent ends, we mufl of courfe take different
ways. . Few of their trc—ntff'b:; have fallen
into my hands: one, the method of Bopin,
a man famousin his time, I remember to
have red. Itook i up with much expec-
tation many yearsago; I went through it,
and remained ex tremely difappointed. He
might have '?;?.*ccn almeoft any ‘other title to
his book as properly as that which ftands
' There are not many pages in it

that relate any more to his, {ubjeét thania
tedious fifth 1 chapter, wherein he accounts

il 23
for the chara&ers of nations accoru;r;g to
Gt

their pofitions on the globe, ‘and accordinrr

-'h{: influence of the ftars; and affures
reader. that nothing can be more necef-
fary than fuch a 2 difquifition, *c ad univer-
“ fam hiftoriarum cowntlont‘m, & incor-
1uru mm earum judicium.” In his me-
thod, we are to take firft a general view
of uniy u*“l hiftory, and chronology, in
thort abftra&s, and then to ftudy all par-
2 ticular
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ticular hiftories and fyftems. SexEca
{peaks of men who {pend their whole lives
in learning how to a& in life, “ dum vitae
< inftrumenta Conauirunt." I doubt that
this method of Bopin would conduét us
the fame, or'as bad a way; would leave
us no time for a&ion, or would make us
unfit for it. A huge common-place book,
wherein all the remarkable fayings and fats
that we find in hiftory are to be regiftred,
may enable a man to talk or write like
Bopin, but will never make him a better
man, nor enable him to promote, like an
ufeful citizen, the fecurity, the ‘-I“.L’;lCC, the
welfare, or the grandeur of the c M Mmunity
to which he belonm I (hall proceed there-
fore to {peak of a mdhod that leads to fuch
purpofes as thefe directly and L'crmi:ﬁy,
without any regard to the methods that

have been per..L:ELl by others.

I Taink then we muitbe on our guard
again{t this veryafteCtation of 1 eatning, and
this very wantonnefs of curiofity, which

e the
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the examples and precepts we commonly

neet with are calculated to flatter and in-
dulge. We muft neither dwell too long
in the dark, nor wander about till we lofe
our way in thelight. 'We are too apt to
carry {fyftems of philofophy beyond all pur

ideas, and {yftems of hiftory beyond  all

our memorials. The p!momp wer begins
with reafon, and ends with Imagination,
The hiftorian inverts this order: he begins

without memorials and ne fometimes ends

I
with them. Th E:_ ﬁ‘h-’ cultom is fo pre-
valent among men of letters who apply
themfelves to the ftudy of hiftor y, and has
{o much pr Ljndng and fo much authority
on the fide of it, that your lordfhip muft
give me leave to {peak a little more par-
ticularly and plainly than I have done, in

favour of common fenfe, againft an abfur-
dity which is almoft fané&ifyed.

REFLECTIONS
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REFEEREC TIONS
On the ftate of ancient HisTory.

Tue nature of man, and the conftant
courfe of human affairs, render it impofii-
ble that the firft ages of any new nation
which forms itfelf thould afford authentic
materials for hiftory. 'We have none {uch
concerning the originals of any of thofe na-
tions that actually {ubfift. ~Shall we expect
to find them concerning the originals of
nations difperfed, or extinguifhed, two or
three thoufand years ago? If a thread of
dark and uncertain traditions, therefore,
is made, as it commonly is, the introduc-
tion to hiftory, we fhould touch it lightly,
and run {wiftly over it, far from infifting
on it either as authors or readers.” Such in-
troductionsare at beft no more than fancifol
preludes, that try the inftruments, and
precede the concert. He muft be void of
judgment, and tafte, one would think,
who can take the firft for true hiftory, or
the laft for true harmony. And yet fo it

¥z has
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has been and fo it is. not in Germany and
Holland alone; butin Italy, in France and

% e S ‘here eenius has abannded

11 dAgZiand, WIEre genius nas dbounded,

ana taiie has bee 1 1oNe reined. Qui {_-_lk_:lf.
z

fcholars have dealt and deal in fables : 1t leaft

[ 4
as much as our poets, with this difference

to the difadvantage of the former, to whom

L

=l 1 R e e e s 18 B e,
I'mayapply the remark-as juftly as Sexeca
1 L] E¢ S T
applyea it to the diale&icians—--- ““ triftias

“ ineptifunt. Il ex profefio lafciviunt;
¢ hi agere fr::;p:us aliquid  exiftimant.”
Learned men, in learned and im.‘iujiiti‘:c
ages, who pofiefled many admntages that
i s
we haye not, and among others that of
bein }MWL {o many . centurics nearer the
wrf'-jiij;:.‘. truths that are the obje&s of o

11| dDOIIOLS .f_i..;'.t_;], uL'-;-.;l-.t;il of find-
i

] S TY7T Y P ‘-..\. '

l, and gave jair '.».41:,-1“5 to poi-

polterity would have taken it.

OZTAPICES, - 45 Pry FARCH

Fo T b ‘el RS S 2 mor s i SO i |
1: 1t HESEUS, wienthevy laid
down.1n their maps the little extent of fea

and land that was k wown to them, left

=1 T 4=

t {paces void,  Infome of thefe {paces

they
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they wrote, here are fandy defarts, in
others, here are impaflible marthes, here is
a chain of inhofpitable mountains, or here
isa frozen ocean. Juft fo both he and other
hiftorians, when they related fabulous
originals, were not wanting to fet out the
bounds beyond which there was neither
hiftory nor chronology. Censorinus has
preferved the diftinction of three aeras
eftablithed by Varro. 'This learned Ro-
man antiquary did not determine whether
the firft period had any beginning, but fixed
the end of it at the firft, that is, according
to him, the Ogygian, deluge ; which he
placed I think fome centuries backwarder
than Jurivs Arricanus thought fit to
place it afterwards. To thisaera of abfo-
lute darknefs he {uppofed that a kind of
twilight {fucceeded, from the Ogygian de-
luge to the Olympic aera, and this he called
the fabulous age. From this vulgar aera
when Cor A EBUS was crowned vi&or, and
long after the true aera when thefe games
were inftituted by IpmrTus, the Greeks

pretend
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pretend to be able to digeft their hiftory
with fome order, clearnefs, and certainty:
V ARRo therefore looked on it as the break
of day, or the beginning of the hiftorical
age. He might do fo the rather perhaps,
becaufe he included by it the date he like-
wife fixed, ‘or, upon recolle@ion, that the
elder CaTo had fixed, of the foundation
of Rome within the period from which he
{uppofed that hiftorical truth was to be
found. But yet moft certain it is, that the
hiftory and chronology of the ages that
follow are as confufed and uncertain, as
the hiftory and chronology of thofe which
smmediately precede this aera,

1. The ftate of ancient profane hiﬂory]

TuE Greeks did not begin to write
in profe till PuErRECIDES of Syros intro-
duced the cuftom: and Capmus MiLEs-
sius was their firft hiftorian. Now thefe
men flourithed long after the true, or
even-the vulgar Olympic aera; for Jose-

PHUS
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puvus affirms, and in'this he has great pro-
bability on his fide, that Capmus MiLE-
s1us, and AcusiLAus ARGIVUS, ina word
the oldeft hiftorians in Greece, were very
little more ancient than the expedition of
the Perfians againft the Greeks. As feveral
centuries paffed between the Olympic aera
and thefe ficft hiftorians, there pafled like-
wife feveral more between thefe and the
firft Greek chronologers. TiMoEUs about
the time of ProrLomy PHILADELPHUS,
and Er ATosTHENES about that of PToro-
my EvercreTes, feem firlt to have di-
gefted the events recorded by them ac-
cording to the olympiads, Precedent
writers mentioned fometimes the olym-
piade; but this rule of reckoning was
not brought into eftablifhed ufe {ooner.
The rule could not ferve to rendes hiftory
more clear and certain till it was followed:
it was not followed till about five hundred
years after the Olympic acra. There re-
mains therefore no pretence to place the
beginning of the hiftorical age fo high
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as VARRo placed it, by five hundred
years.

r.lfJ

Herranicus indeed and others pre-
tended to give the originals of cities and
governments, and to deduce their narra-
tions from great antiquity. Their works
are loft, but we can judge how inconfi-
derable the lofs is, by the writings of that
age which remain, and by the report of
thofe who had feen the others. For in-
ftance, HEeRrRopoTus was cotemporary
with Herzanicus,, HeropoTUus was in-
quifitive enough in all confcience, and pro-
poied to publifth all he could learn of the
antiquities of the Ionians, Lydians, Phry-
gians, Egyptians, Babylonians, Medes, and

o

m
B
Perfians; that is of ahuaf’t all the nations
who were known in his time to exift, If
he wrote Aflyriacs, we have them not ; but
we are {ure that this word was ufed pro-
verbially to fignify fabulous legends, foon
after his time, and when the mode of

pub-
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publifhing fuch. relations and hiftories pre-
vailed among the Greeks.

In the nine books we have, he goes back
indeed almoft to the Olympic aera;, with-
out taking notice of it however; but he
aoes back only to tell an.old woman’s tale

f a king who loft his crown for {] {thewing
}‘iIa wife naked. to. his favourite, and from
CanpavLesand GyeEes he haftens, orra-
ther he takes a great leap, down to Cyrus.

5{')_‘-.-IETIIII\"G like a thread of hiftory of

e Medes and then of the Perfians; to the
ﬂigh of XerxEs, which happened in his
own time, 1s carried on. 'The events of
his own time are telated with an air of
hiftory. But all accounts of thé Greeks
as well as the Perfians, which precedc
thefe, and all the accountswhich he gives
occafionally of other nations, were drawn
up moft manifeftly on broken, perplexed,
and doubtful feraps of tradition. He had

neither original records, nor any authen-

o
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tic:memorials to guide him, and yet thefs
are the fole foundations of true hiftory.
HzropoTus flourithed, I think, little
more than half a century, and Xenorron
little more than a whole century, after the
death of Cyrus: and yet how various
and repugnant are the relations made by
thefe two hiftorians, of the birth, life, and
death of this prince? If more hiftories had
come down from thefe ages to ours, the
uncertainty and inutility of them all would
be but the more manifet. We fhould
find that Acvusiz A us rejeéted the traditions
of Hgrsiop, that HELLANIGUS contra-
dicted A(“USIL;’HT’% that Eprorus accufed
Herranicus, that Twmnus accufed E-
PHORUS, and ='11 e IOI‘\-‘«"l‘itEI‘“ TiMAEUS,
This 1s Lhc 1-“’;;-:-1*‘: f Josepuus. Butin
order to thew the ignorance and falfhood of
:-1].1 thofe writers t:*mlzgn whom the tradi-
tions of profane antiquity came to the
Greeks, 1 will quote to your lonmlp, a
much better authority than that of Jose=
puvUs; the authority of one who had fo
pre-
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prejudice to byafs him, no particular caufe
to defend, nor fyftem of ancient hiftory to
eftablith, and all the helps as well as ta-
lents neceffary to make him a competent
judge. Theman I meanis STRABO,

SpeakING of the Maflagetae in his
eleventh book, he writes to thiseffect: that
noauthor had given a true account of them,
tho feveral had writ of the war that Cy-
rRUs waged againft them ; and that hifto-
rians had found as little credit in what they
had related concerning the affairs of the
Perfians, Medes, and Syrians. That this

bie
thofe who wrote fables profeffedly were
held in efteem, thefe men imagined they
fhould render their writings more agree-

was due to their folly : for obferving that

able, if under the appearance and pre-
tence of true hiftory they related what
they had neither feen nor heard from per-
fons able to give them true informations
and that accordingly their only aim had
been to drefs up pleafing and marvellous

L rela-
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relations : that oneé may better give credit
fo Hestop and HomMmrr, when they talk
of their heroés, nay even to dramatic
poets, “than' to' CrEesias, Hr RODOTUS,
Hervanrcus, and their followers: that
it is not fafe to give credit even to the
greateft part of the hiftorians, who writ
concerning ALEXANDER ; fince they too,
encouragéd by the greater reputation of
this conqueror, by the diftance to which
he carried his arms, and by the difficulty
of difproving what they faid of a&ions
performed in regions o remote, were apt to
deceive : thatindeed when the Roman em-
pire’on one fide, and the Parthiah on the
other, came'to extend themfelves, the truth
of things came to be better known.

You fee, my lord, not only how late
profane hiftory began to be writ by the
Greeks, but how much later it began to
be'writ with any regard to truth: and con-
fequently what wretched materials the
learned” men who arofe, after the age of

ALEX-
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ALEXANDER, had to employ, when they
attempted to form {yftéms of dncient hi-
‘ftory and chronology. We have fome re-
mains of that laborious compiler Dropo-
RUs SicuLts, but do we find in him any
thread of ancient hiftory, I mean that
which pafied for ancient in his time ? what
complaints on the contrary does he not
make of former hillorians ? how frankly
does he confefs the little and uncertain light
He had to follow in his refearches? Yet
Dioporus, as well 4s PLUTARCH and
others, Had not only the older Greek hifto-
rians, but the more modern antiquaries,
who pretended to have fearched into the
records and regifters of nations, even at
that time renowned for their antiquity.
BEeRrosus for infiance and MAN ETHO, one
a Babylonian and the other an Eg}rptian
prieft, had publithed the antiquities of their
counfries in the time of the Proromys,
BrRosuUs pretended to give the hiftory of
four hundred eighty years.  Priny, if I
remember right, for I fay thison memory,
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fpeaks to this effect in the fixth book of his
natural hiftory: and if it was fo, thefe
years were probably yearsof NABoNASSAR.
ManEeTHO began his hiftory, Gop knows
when, from the progrefs of Isis, or fome
other as well alcertained period.” He fol-
lowed the Egyptian traditions of dynafties

‘of Gods and Demi-Gods ; and derived his

anccdotes from the firlk MErcury, who had
infcribed them in facred characters, on an-
tedeluvian pillars, antediluvian at leaft ac-
cording to our received chronology, from
whichthe {fecond Megrcury had tranfcribed
them, and inferted them into his works.
We have not thefe antiquities; for the
monk of Viterbo was {oon deteéted : and
if we had them, they would either add to
our uncertainty,. and encreafe the chaos of
learning, or tell us nothing worth our
knowledge. Feor thus I1reafon. Had they
given particular and hiftorical accounts con-
formable to the fcriptures of the Jews;
Josserrus, Jurius Arricanus, and Eu-
sEB1Us would have made quite other ex-

2 tracts
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tra&ts from their writings, and would have
altered and contradited them lefs.. The
accounts they gave therefore were repug-
nant to facred writ, or they were defective:
they would have eftablithed Pyrrhonifm,
or have baulked our curiofity.

2. Of facred hiftory.

WHAT memorials therefore remain to
give us light into the originals of ancient
nations, and the hiftory of thofe ages, we
commonly call the firft ages? The Bible
it will be faid; that is the hiftorical part
of it in the old teftament, But, my lotd,
even thefe divine books muft be reputed
nfufficient to the purpofe, by every can-
did and impartial man, who confiders
either their authority as hiftories, or the
matter they contain.  For what are they ?
and how came they to us? At the time
when ALExaNDER carried his arms into
Adia, a people of Syria, till then unknown,
became known to the Greeks : this people

G 2 had
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had been flaves to the Egyptians, Aflyrians,
Medes, and Perfians, as thefe feveral em-
pires prevailed: ten parts in twelve of
them had been tranfplanted by ancient con-
querors, and melted down and loft in the
caft, feveral ages before the eftablifhment
of the empire that ALEXANDER deftroyed:
the other two parts had been carried captive
to Babylon a little before the fame aera.
This captivity was not indeed perpetual like
the other : but it lafted o long, and fuch
circumitances, whatever they were, accom-
panied it, that the captives forgot their
country, and even their language, the He-
brew dialect at leaft and chara&er: anda
few of them only could be wrought upon,
by the zeal of fome particular men, to re-
turn home, when the _indulgence of the
Perfian monarchs gave them leave to re-
build their city and torepeople their ancient
patrimony. Even this remnant of the na-
tion did not continue long entire. Another
great tranimigration followed, and  the
Jews that fettled under the protection of

the
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the Proromys forgot their language in
Egypt, as the forefathers of thefe Jews had
forgot theirs in Chaldea. More attached
however to their religion in Egypt, for
reafons eafy to be deduced from the new
inftitutions that prevailed after the captivity
among them, than their anceftors had been
in Chaldea, a verfion of their facred writ-
ings was made into Greek at Alexandria,
not long after the canan of thefe fcriptures
had been finithed at Jerufalem ; for many
years could not intervene between the death
of Simon the juft, by whom this canon
was finifhed, if he died during the reign
of ProLoMmy SoTER, and the beginning
of this famous tranflation under Proronmy
ParLAperpuus.  The Hellenift Jews re-
ported as many marvellous things to autho-
rize, and even to fan&ify this tranflation,
as the other Jews had reported about Es-
DRASs who began, and Simon the juft whe
timithed, the canon of their feriptures.
Thefe holy romances flid into tradition, and
tradition became hiftory: the fathers of

G 3 our
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our chriftian church did not difdain to em=
ploy them. St. Jerome, for inftance;
laughed at the ftory of the feventy two
elders, whofe tranflations were found to be;
upon comparifon, werd for word the fame,
tho made feparately and by men who had
no communication with one another. But
the fame St. JeromE, in the fame place,
quotes ARISTEAS, onc of the guard of
ProLomy PHILADELPHUS as a real per-

{onage.

Tue account pretended to be writ by
this ArisTEAs of all that pafled relating to
the tranflation, was enough for his purpofe.
This he retained, and he rejected only the
more improbable circumftances, which had
been added to the tale, and which laid it
open to moft fufpicion. In this he thew-
ed great prudence, and better judgment,
than that zealous but weak apologift Jus-
T1N, who believed the whole ftory him-
{elf, and endeavoused to impofe it on man-
kind,

THus
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Trus you fee, my lord, that when we
confider thefe books barely as hiftories,
delivered to us on the faith of a {uperftiti-
ous people, among whom the cuftom and
art of pious lying prevailed remarkably,
we may be allowed to doubt whether
greater credit is to be given to what they
tell us concerning the original, compiled
in their own country.and as it were out of
the fight of the reft of the world; than we
know, with fuch a certainty as no {cholar
prefumes to deny, that we ought to give to
what they tell us concerning the copy ¢
Tue Hellenit Jews were extremely
pleafed, no doubt, to have their fcriptures
in a language they underftood, and that
might {pread the fame of their antiquity,
and do honour to their nation among their
mafters the Greeks. But yet we do not
find that the authority of thefle books pre-
vailed, or thateven they were much known
among the Pagan world. 'The reafon of
this cannot be, that the Greeks admired no-

G 1 thing




8% EBT T ERoHk

thing that was not of their own: growth;
‘ {ua tantum mirantur:” for on the con-
trary they were inquifitive and credulous
in the higheft degree, and they colleted
and publifhed at leaft as many idle traditi-
ons of other nations, as they propagated of
their own. Josepnus pretended that Turo-
POMPUS, a difciple of JsocrATES, being
about to infert in his hiftory fo methings
he had taken out of holy writ, the poer
man became troubled in mind for feveral
days; and that having prayed to God, during
an mtermiffion of his illnefs, to reveal to
him the caufe of it, helearned in his fleep
thatthisattemptwasthecaufe ; upon which
he quitted the defign and was cured. If
Jos erHUS had been a little more confiftent
than he is very often, fuch a ftory as this
would not have been told, y one who was
fond, as Jews and Chriftians in general
have been, to create an opinion that the
Gentiles took not their hiftory alone, but
their ‘philofophy and all their valuable
knowledge, from the Jews. Notwith-

ﬂanding
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ftanding this ftory therefore which is told
in the fifteenth book of the Jewifh anti-
quities, and means nothing, or means tg
fthew that the divine providence would net
fuffer anecdotes of facred to be mingled
with profane hiftory; the practice of Jo-
sepHUs himfelf; and of all thofe who have
had the fame defign in view, has been to
confirm the former by the latter, and at
any rate to fuppofe an appearance at leaft
of conformity between them. We are
told HEcaTAEUS ABDERITA, for there
were two of that name, writ a hiftory fa-
vourable to the Jews: and not to multiply
inftances though I might eafily do it, even
ALExANDER PoryHnisTor is called in.
He isquoted by Josernus, and praifed by
Eusenivs as a man of parts and great va-
riety of learning. His teftimony, about the
deluge and tower of Babel, is produced by
St.Cyrir in his firft book againft Jurian;
and JusTin the apologift and martyr; in
his exhortation to the Greeks, makes ufe
ef the fame authority,  among thofe” that

; mention
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mention Mosgsas a leader and prince of the
Jews. Tho this PoryuisTor, if Tremem-
ber right what I think I have met with in
Surpas, fpoke onlyof a woman he called
Moso, ¢ cujus fcriptum fit lex hebraeo-
“ rum.” Had the Greek hiftorians been
conformable to the facred, I cannot fee that
their authority, which was not cotempo-
rary, would have been of any weight.
They might have copied Moszs, and fo
they did Cresras.  But even this was not
the cafe: whatever ufe a particalar writer
here and there might make occafionally of
the fcriptures, certain it is that the Jews
continued to be as much defpifed and their
hiftory to be as generally negléected, nay al-
moft as generally unknown, for a long
time at leaft after the verfion was made at
Alexandria, as they had been before. * Ari-
oN an Egyptian, a man of much erudition,
appeared in the world fome centuries after-
wards, He wrote, among other antiqui-
ties, thofe of his own country: and as he
was obliged to fpeak very often of the Jews;
| he
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he fpoke of them in a manner neither
much to their honor nor to that of their
hiftories. He wrote pupofely againft them :
and Josepuus attempted afterwards, but
Apion was then dead, to refute him.
Arion pafied, 1 know, for a vain and
noify pedant; but he pafied likewife for a
cnrious, a laborious, and a learned anti-
quary, If he was cabaliftical or {uperftiti-
ous, JosepHuUs was at leaft as much fo as
he: andif he flattered CariGuLA, Jose-
puvUs introduced himfelf to the court of
Nero and the favour of PoPPAEA, by no
very honorable means, under the protecti-
on of ALITURUs a player, and a Jew;
to fay nothing of his applying to Vespa-
staN the prophefies concerning the Mef-
fiah, nor of his accompanying T1TUS to
the fiege of Jerufalem.

In fhort, my lord, the Jewith hiftory
never obtained any credit in the world, till
chriftianity was eftablithed. = The founda-
tions of this fyftem being laid partly in

thefe
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thefe hiftorics, and in the prophecies joir-
ed to them or inferted in them, chriftianity
has refleted back upon them an authority
which they had not before, and this au-
thority has prevailed wherever chriftianity
has {pred.  Both Jews and Chriftians hold
the {fame books in great veneration, whilfl
each condemns the other for not undet-
ftanding, or for abufing them. But I ap-
prehend that the zeal of both has done
much hurt, by endeavouring to extend
their authority much farther than isnecef-
fary for the fupport perhapsof Judaifm, but
to be {ure of chriftianity. T explain myfelf
that T may offend no pious ear.

Simon, in the preface to his critical hi-
ftory of the old teftament, cites a diying of
the faculty of Paris, who held that the in-
{pirations of the authors of thofe books,
which the church receives as the word of
Gop, fhould be extended no farther than
to matters purely of do@rine, or to fuch
as have a near and neceflary relation to

thefe ;
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thefe; and that whenever thefe authors
writ on other fubjects, fuch as Egyptian,
Aflyrian, or other hiftory, they had no
more of the divine affiftance than any other

-perfons of piety. This notion of infpira-
tions that came occafionally, that illumi-

nated the minds and guided the hands of
the facred pen-men while they were writ-
ing one page, and reflrained their influence
while the fame authors were writing ano-
ther, may be cavilled againft: and what
1s there that may not? But furely it deferves
to be treated with refpe&, fince it tendsito
eftablith a diftinGtion between the legal,
doétrinal, or prophetical parts of the bible,
and the hiftorical: without which diftinc-

-tion: it is ‘impoflible to eftablith the firft,

as evidently and as {olidly as the interefts
of religion require: at leaft it appears
impofiible to me, after having examined
and confidered, as well as I am able, ail
the trials of this kind that have been made
by fubtile as' well. as learned men. The
old is faid to be the foundation of the new,

and
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and fo it is in one fenfe: the yflem of re-
ligion contained in the latter refers to the
{yftem of religion contained in-the former,
and {uppofes the truth of it. But the au-
thority on which we receive the books of
thenew teftament isfo far frombeing found-
ed on the authority of the old teftament,
that it is quite independent on it: the new
being proved, gives authority totheold, but
borrows none from it; and gives this au-
thority to the particular parts only. Chrift
came to fulfill the prophecies; but not to
confecrate all the written, any mere than
the oral, traditions of the Jews. We muft
believe thefe traditions as far as they relate
to chriftianity, as far as chriftianity refers
to them, or {fuppofes them neceflary; but
we can be under no obligation to believe
themany farther, fince without chriftianity
we {hould be under no obligation to believe
them at all.

It has been faid by Aspapir, and o-
thers,  That the accidents which have
¢ happened
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¢ happened to-alter the texts of the bible,
« and to disfigure, if I may fay fo, the
«« fcriptures in many refpects, could not
¢« have been prevented without a perpe-
« tyal ftanding miracle, and that a perpe-
<« tual ftanding miracle is not in the order
“ of providence.” Now I can by no
means fubferibe to this opinion. It {feems
evident to my reafon that the very contrary
muft be true ; if we fuppofe that Gop aéts
towards men according to the moral fitnefs
of things : and if we fuppofe that he adls
arbitrarily, we can form no opinion at all.
I think that thefe accidents would not have
happened, ot that the feriptures would have
been preferved entitely in their genuine pu-

rity notwithftanding thefe accidents, if

they had been entirely dictated by the Holy
Ghoft : and the proof of this probable pro-
pofition, according to our cleareft and molit
diftin& ideas of wildom and moral fitnefs,
is obvious and eafy. But thefe {Criptures
are not {orcome down tous : they arc come
down broken and confufed, full of addi-

tions,
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| | tions, interpolations, and tranfpofitions,

| made we neither know when, nor by
| whoni; and fuch, in fHort; 4s never ap-
il peared on the face of any other book, on
n l whole authority men have agreed to rely.
il

Tr1s being o, my lord, what hypothe-
_ fis thall we follow ? Shall we adhere to
i L fome fuch diftin&ion as I have mentioned?

| Shall we fay, for inftance, that the ferip-
tures were written originally by the authors
to whom ; they are vulgarly afcribed, but
that thefc authors writ nothing by infpira-
! i tion, except the legal, the do&rindl, and
the prophetical parts, and that in every
other refpect their authority is purely hu-
man, and therefore fallible ? Or fhall we
fay that thefe hiftories are nothing more

than compilations of old traditions, and

| abridgments of old records, made in later
| times, as they appear to every one who
reads them - without prepoffeflion, and
1 with attention ? Shall weadd, that which
| ever of thefe probabilities be trie, we may
il 3 believe
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believe, confiftently with either, notwith-
ftanding the decifion of any divines, who
know no-more than you or I, or any other
man, of the order of providence, thatall
thofe parts and paffages of the old tefta-
ment, which contain prophecies or mat-
ters of law or do&rine, and which were
from the firlt of fuch importance in the
defigns of providence to all future genera-
tions and even to the whole race of man-
kind, have been from the firft the peculiar
care of providence? Shall we infift that
fuch particular parts and paffages, which
are plainly marked out and fufficiently con-
firmed by the {fyftem of the Chriftian re-
velation, and by the completion of the
prophecies, have been preferved from cor-
ruption by ways impenetrable to us, amidft
all the changes and chances to which the
books wherein they are recorded have been
expofed ? And that neither original writers,
nor later compilers, have been fuffered to
makeanyeflential alterations, fuchas wounld
have falfifyed the law of Gop and the
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principles of the Jewifh and Chriftian. re-
ligionsy inany o ft 1efe divine fundamental

1

truths: ‘{_E'J:;_-,g[; {uch hypothefes, we may
affert without fcruple, that the gene-

ooies and hiftories of the old teftament
are in no refpet fufhicient foundations
for a chronclogy from the beginning
of tir—}:, nor for Univerfal hiftory. But
then the fame h-‘noth{:!“ca will fecure the
Hinl'tuﬁ ty of fcripture authority as far as
religion 1s cc,-nceizwﬁ.. Faith and reafon
may be reconciled a little better than they
commonly are. I may deny that the old
teftament is tranfmitted to us under all the
conditions of an authentic hiftory, and yet
be at liberty to maintain that the paffages
in it which eftablifh original fin, which
{eemn favourable to the doétrine of the Tri=
nity, which foretell the coming of the
Mefliah; and all others of fimilar kind,
are come down to us as they were original=
ly di&kated by the Holy Ghott.
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In attributing the whole credibility of
the old teftament to the authority of the
new, and in limiting the authenticity of
the Jewifh feriptures to thofe parts alone

that concern law, do&rins and prophecy,

by which their chronology and the far

oreateft part of their hiftor y are excluded,

v

4
i wi iventure to affure your lordfhip that
T do not affume, {o much as is affumed in
the divine
feal of infpiration to the whole canon; that

every hypothefis, that affixes

refts the whole proof on Jewith veracity,
and that pretends to account par tlcuhuly
and paﬁtivc'a'f for the defcent of thefe an-

ent writings in their prefent {ate,

AxoTurr reafon, for which I have in-

ed the rather on the diftin@ion o often
mentioned, is this. I think we may find
very good foundation for it even in the

fifke

4

bible : and tho this be a point very lit-
tle attended to, and much difguifed, it
would not be hard to thew, u upon great in-
ducements of probability, that thf:law and
H 2 : the
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the hiltory were far from being blended
together as they now ftand in the penta-
teach, even from the timé of Mosts down
to that of Espras, But the principal and
decifive reafon for feparating in {fuch man-
ner the legal, doctrinal and prophetical
parts, from the hiftorical, is the neceflity
of having fome rule to go by: and I pro-
teft I know of none that is yet agreed up-
on. I content m}fi'ulf therefore to fix my
opinion concerning the authority of the old
tcftamc-n!: in this manner, and carry. it thus
far only, We muft do fo, or we muit
enter into that labyrinth of difpute and
contradition, wherein even the moft or-
thodox Jews and Chriftians have wander-
ed fo many ages, and {till wander. It is
{:'_:_'ri_]}g(f but 1t 1s true ; not ot I;V the _fcwa
differ from the Chriflians, but Jews and
Chriftians both differ among themfclves,
concerning almoft every point that is ne-
celfary to be certainly known and agreed
upon, 1n ordcr to eftablifh the authority
of books which both have received already

b
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a5 authentic and facred.  So that who-
ever takes the pains to read what learned
men have writ on this fubje@ will find that
they leave the matter as doubtful as they
took it up. Who were the authors of
thefe {criptures, when they were pub-
lithed, how they were compofed and pre-
ferved, or renewed, to ufe a remarkable
expreflion of the famous HueT in his de-
montftration; in fine, how they were loft
during the captivity, and how they were
retrieved after it, areall matters of contro-
verfy to this day.

IT would be eafy for me to delcend
into a greater detail, and to convince your
lordfhip of what I have been faying in ge-
neral by an indution of particulars, even
without any other help than that of a few
notes which I took when I applyed myfelf
tothis examination, and which now lye be-
fore me. But fuch a digreflion would
carry me too far: and I fear that you will
think I have faid already more than enough

H 3 upon
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upon this part of my fubje&. T go on
therefore to obferve to your lumﬂllp, that
if the hiftory of the old teftament was as
exact and as authentic, as the ignorance
and impudence of fome rabbies Imvc made
them affert that it is: if we could believe
with them that Moszes wrote every {yllable
in the pentateuch as it now ftands, ‘or that
all the pfalms were written by DAvib

nay, if we could believe, WELL Puiroand
JoserrusS, that I‘a-fos £s wrote the account
of his own death and 1w“’lwrc, and made
a fort of a ,'11:1{:1'3.] panegyric on himfelf,
as we find them in the laft chapter of
Deuteronomy; yet ftill would 1 venture

to aflert, that he ‘who expe&s to find a

s e e el e £ 1.
fyftem of chronology, or a thread of hln
) = ’ ' 1 1 .
itory, or iutficient materials for either, mn

cver t‘}u\ wCere, never intended. 1 NEV

are extra&s of  eenealo gies, not genealo-
&

o
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s o tradts of hiftorie , -Not hiftories
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gles to be very imperfec, and produce
examples of omiffions and errors in them,
which denote fufficiently that thefe genea-
logies are extracts, wherein every genera-
tion in the courfe of defcentis not menti-
oned. I have red fomewhere, perhaps in
the works of St. JerRoME, that this father
juftifies the opinion of thofe who think it
impoffible to fix any certain chronology
on that of the bible: and this opinion will
be juftifyed flill better, to the underftand-
ing of every man that confiders how grofly
the Jews blunder vhenever théy meddle
with chronology; for this plain reafon,
becaufe their feripturcs are imperfect in this
re{pect, and becaufe they rely on their
oral, to redify and fupply their written,
traditions. 'Thatis, they rely on traditi-
ons compiled long after the canon of their
fcriptures, but deemed by them of equal
antiquity and authority. Thus fer inftance;
Danrer and Simox the juft, according to

them, were members at the fame time of

the oreat f{ynacocue which began and
1 o 4 o o =)

H 4 finithed
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finithed the canon of the old teftament,
under the prefidency of Espras. . ‘This
EsbrAs was the prophet MAarLacur. Da-
R1US the fon of HysTAsPEs was AR T AxX=
ErxEsLoNcIMANUS; he was Anasy ERUS,
and he was the fame Darius whom
ALEXANDER conquered. - This may ferve
asa fample of Jewifth chronology, formed
on their {criptures which afford infufficient
ights, and on their traditions which afford

s

o,
i a

alle lights. We are indeed more corre@,
ne nearer to the truth in thefe in-
ftances, perhaps in {fome others, becaufe
we make ufe of profane chronology to hel p
us. But profane chronology. is itfelf fo
modern, {o broken, and fo precarious,

b
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*that this help does not reach to the greateft
part of that time to which facred chrono-
logy extends; that when it begins to help,
1t begins to perplex us too; and finally, that
even with this help we ihould not have
had fo much as the appearance of a COm-
plete chronological {yftem, and the fame
may be faid of Univerfal hiftory, iflearned

men
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men had not proceeded very wilely, on
one uniform maxim, from the firft ages
of chriftianity, whena cuftom of {anctify-
ing prophane learning, as well as prophane
rites, which the Jews had imprudently
Jaid afide, was taken up by the Chriftians.
The maxim I mean is this, that prophane
authority be admitted without {cruple or
doubt, whenever it fays, or whenever it
can be ‘made to fay, if not totidem verbis,
yet totidem fyllabis, or totidem literis
at leaft, or whenever it can be made by
any interpretation to mean, what confirms,
or {upplicsin a confiftent manner, the holy
writ; and that the fame authority be re-
je&ed, when nothing of this kind can be
done, but the contradi&ion or inconfift-
ency remains irreconcileable. Such a liber-
ty as this would not be allowed in any cther
cafe; becaufe it fuppofes the very thing
that is to be proved. But we fee it taken,
yery properly to be fure, 1n favour of fa-
cred and infallible writings, when they are
compared with others,

Iv
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IN order to perceive with the utmofk
¢vidence, that the fcope and defign of the
author or authors of the pentateuch, and
of the other books of the old teftament,
anfwer as little the purpofe of antiquaries,
in hiftory, as in chronology, it will be
{ufficient briefly to call to mind the fum of
what they relate, from the creation of the
world to the eftablithment of the Perfian
empire. If the antediluvian world con-
tinued one thoufand fix hundred and fifty
fix years, and if the vocation of Agr AHAM
is to be placed four hundred and twenty fix
years below thedeluge, thefe twenty cen-
turies make almoft two thirds of the period
mentioned : and the whole hiftory of them
15 comprized in eleven fthort chapters of
Genefis; which is certainly the moft com-
pendious extrad that ever was made. If
we examine the contents of thefe chapters,
do we find any thing like an univerfal
hiftory, or fo much as an abridgment of
it? Apam and Eve were created, they
broke the commandment of Gop, they

L

were
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swere driven out of the garden of Eden,
one of their fons killed his brother, but
their race foon multlplyed and peopled the
carth,  What geography now have we,
what hiftory of this antediluvian world?
Why none. The fons of God, it is faid,
lay with the daughters of men, and begot
giants, and GoD drowned all the in abl_
tantsof the earth, except one family. After
this we read that the earth was repeopled;
but thefe childrenof one family weredivided
into feveral languages, even whilft they
lived together, fpoke the fame language,
and were employed in the fame work.
Out of one of the countries into which
the; difperfed themfelves, Chaldaea, Gop
called AsranaM fome time afterwards,
with magnificent promifes; and conducted
him to a country called Chanaan. Did
this author, my lord, intend an univerfal
hiftory? Certainly not. The tenth chap-
ter of Genefis names indeed fome of the
generations defcending from the fons of
Noan, fome of the cities founded, and
5 ' {fome
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fome of the countries planted by them.
But what are bare names, naked of cir-
cumftances, without defcriptions of coun-
tries, or relations of events? They furnifh
matter only for guefs and difpute; and
even the fimilitude of them, which 1s often
ufed as a clue to lead us to the difcovery of
hiftorical truth, has notorioufly contributed
to propagate error, and to encreafe the
perplexity of ancient tradition. Thefe
imperfe&t and dark accounts have not fur-
nithed matter for guefs and difpute alone,
but a much worfe ufe has been made of
them by Jewith rabbies, Chriftian fathers,
and Mahometan do&ors, in their prophane
extenfions of this partof'the Mofaic hiftory.
The creation of the firft man 1s defcribed
by fome, as if, Preadamites, they had
affifted at it. 'They talk of his beauty as
if they had feen him, of his gigantic fize
as if they had meafured him, and of his
prodigious knowledge as if they had con-
verfed with him. They point out the
very fpot where Eve laid her head the

firlt
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firft time he enjoyed her. They have
minutes of the whole converfation between
this mother of mankind, who damned
her children before fhe bore them, and
the ferpent.  Some are pofitive that CAIN
quarrelled with ABEL about a point of
do&rine, and others affirm that the difpute
arofe about a girl. . A great deal of fuch
ftuff may be eafily collected about EnocH,
about Noan, and about the fons of No-
AH; but I wave any farther mention of
fuch impertinencies as Bonzes or Tar A~
poins would almoft blufh to relate.  Up-
on the whole matter, if we may guefs at
the defign of an author by the contents of
his book ; the defign of Mosks, or of the
author of the hiftory afcribed to him in
this part of it, was to inform the people of
Ifrael of their defcent from Noan by Sem,
and of Noawu’s from ApaM by SETH; to
illuftrate their original; to eftablifh their
claim to the land of Chanaan, and to juftify
all the cruelties committed by joszuva in
the conqueft of the Chanaanites, in whom,

ﬂ‘. }':‘-
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fays BocHART, * the prophecy of Noai
“ was completed, when they were fub-
¢ dued by the Ifraelites, who had been fo
‘« Jong flaves to the Egyptians.”

ALLow me to make, as I go along, a
fhort reflection or two on this prophecy,
and the completion of it, as they ftand
recorded in the pentateuch, out of many
that might be made. The terms of the
propheey then are not very clear: and the
curfe pronounced in it contradiGs all our
notions of order and of juftice. ~One is
tempted to think, that the patriarch was
ftill drunk; and that no man in his fenfes
could hold fuch language, or pafs fuch a
fentence. Certain it is, that no writer but
a Jew could impute to the oeconomy of
divine providence the accomplithment of
fuch a prediction, nor make the fupreme
Being the executor of fuch a curfe.

Hawm alone offended: Cuanaanx was
innocent; for the Hebrew and other doc-
3 tl:}!'i’?;

.
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tors, who would make the fon an accom-
plice with his father, affirm not only with-
out, butagainft, the exprefs authority of
the text.  CmanaAN was however alone
curfed: and he became, according to his
grandfather’s prophecy, ¢ a fervant of
¢« fervants,” that is, the vileft and worlt
of flaves (for I take thefe words in a {enfe;
if not the moft natural, the moft favour-
able to the prophecy, and the leaft ab-
furd) to Sem, tho not to JarurT, when
the Ifraelites conquered Paleftine; to one
of his uncles, not to his brethren. = Will
it be faid-—-it has been faid---that where we
read CHANAAN, we are to underftand
Hawm, whofe brethren Spm and JAPHE
were? At this rate, we fhall never know
what we read: as thefe critics never care
what they fay. Will 1t be faid---this has
been faid too---that Flam was punifhed in
his pofterity, when CuaNAAN was curfed,
and his defcendants were exterminated.
But who does not fee that the curfe, and
the punifhment, in this cafe; fell on €na-~
NAAN

i.
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NAAN and his pofterity, exclufively of the
reft of the pofterity of Ham; and were
therefore the curfe and punifhment of the
fon, notof the father, properly? The de-
fcendants of MgesraiM,  another of  his
fons, were the Egyptians: and they were
fo far from being fervants of fervants to
their coufins the Semites, that thefe were
fervants of fervants to them, during more
than fourfcore years. Why the pofterity
of CHANAAN was to be deemed an ac-
curfed race, it is eafy to account; and.I
have mentioned it juft now.  But it isnot
fo ealy-to account, why the pofterity of
the righteous SEM, that great example of
filial reverence, became flaves to another
branch of the family of Hawm,

IT would not be worth while to length-
en this tedious letter, by f&ting down any
more of the contents of the hiftory of the
bible. Your lordthip may pleafe to call
the fubftance of it to your mind, and your
native candor and love of truth will oblige

you
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you then to confefs, that thefe facred books
do notaim in any partof them at any thing
like univerfal chronology and hiftory.
They contain a very imperfect account of
the Ifraclites themfelves; of their fettle-
ment in the land of promife, of which,
by the way, they never had entire, and
{carce ever peaceable pofieflion; of their
divifions, apoftafies, repentances, relapfes,
triumphs, and'defeats, under the occafi-
onal government of their judges, and un-
der that of their kings ; of the Galilean
and Samaritan captivities, into which they
were carried by the kings of Affyria, and
of that which was brought on the remnant
of this people when the kingdom of Judah
wasdeftroyed by thofe princes who govern-
ed the empire founded on the union of Ni-
niveh and Babylon. Thefe things are all re-
lated, your lordfhip knows, in a very fum-
mary and confufed manner: and we learn
{o little of other nations by thefe accounts,
that if we did not borrow fome light from
the traditions of other nations, we fhould

Vor. 1. I fcarce
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fearce underftand them. One particular
obfervation, and but one, I will make, to
fhow what knowledge in the hiftory of
mankind, and in the computation of time,
may be expetted from thefe books. The
Affyrians were their neighbonrs, powerful
neighbours, with whom they had much
and fong to do. Of this empire-therefore,
Fany thing, we might hope to find
fome fatisfactory accounts.  What do we
find? The feripture ta 11_.:, no-notice of any

11

Aflyrian kingdom, til] JL before the time
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when prophane hi
toend. Then we
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flo ory makes thnt empzrc
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hear of P:

UL, O‘:Tl G-
LATH-PHALASSER, who was pfh]'lpb the
fame perfon, and of SALMTAN ASE R, who
took Samaria in the f?;c!.f’:?; of the aera of
NaBoxasser, thatis, twelve years after
the Ffé}'z'ia,‘: €MpIre Was N0 more. SENA-
CHERIB fucceeds to him, and ASSERIAD=
DON to SENACHERIB. What fhall we {ay

to this apparent contrariety: If the filence
of thé Bible: orentes = (L tef

Ol ¢ DIble creates a itreng pre ,-Lupl*rtxon
AT {'!,L-_.-;:..;'l 1My nok fhedlla

sl WUCIRL, INAY.Not the'lllenge L‘J PIO“

phdne



Of the StupY of HisTorRY. 1 18

phane authority create fome againft the
fecond Affyrian monarchs? The pdins that
are taken to perfuade, that there is room
enouglt between SARDANAP AL Us and Cy-
RUs for the fecond, will not relolve the
difﬁculty. Something much more plaufi-
ble may be faid, but even this will be hy-
pothetical, and liable to areat contradiction,
8o that upon the whole miatter, tlie ferip-
tores are fo far from giving us light into
general hiftory, that they encreale the ob-
feurity even of thofe parts to which they
have the neareft relation. We have there-
fore neither in prophane nor in facred au-
thors fuch authentic, clear, diftinét, and
full accounts of the originals of antient na-
tions, and of the great events of thofe ages
that are commonly called the firft ages, as
deferve to go by the name of hiftory, oras
afford fufficient materials for chronology

and hiftory,

I MIGHT now proceed to obferve to
your Jordfhip how this has happened, not
I 2 only

.
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only by the neceflary confequences of hu-
man nature, and the ordinary courfe of
human affairs, but by the policy, artifice,
corruption and folly of mankind. But this
would be to heap digreflion upon digreffi-
on, and to prefume too much on your
patience. I 1{hall therefore content myfelf
to apply thefe reflections on the ftate of an-
tient hiftory to the ftudy of hiftory, and to
the method to be obferved in it ; as{oon as
your lordfhip has refted yourfelf a little
after reading, and I after writing {o longa
letter,

OF
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1. That there is in hiftory fufficient authen-
ticity ta render it ufeful, notwithftanding
all objections to the contrary.

II. Of the method and due reftriCtions te
be obferved in the ftudy of it.

W HETHER the letter I now be-

gin to write will be long or {hort,
Iknow not: butI find my memory is re-
frefhed, my imagination warmed, and mat-
ter flows in fo faft upon me, that I have
not time to prefs it clofe. ~ Since therefore
you have provoked me to write, you muft
be content to take what follows.

I uavE obferved already that we are apt
naturally to apply to our felves what haj
Iy happened
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happened to other men, and that examples
take their force from hence; as well thofe
which hiftory, as thofe which eXperience,
offers to our reflexion. What we do not
believe to have happened therefore, we
{hall not thus apply: and for want of the
{fame application, fuch examples will not
have the fame effe@. Antient hiftory, fuch
antient hiftory as I have defcribed, is quite
unfit therefore in this refpet to anfwer the
ends that every reafonable man fhould pro-
pofe to himfelf in thig ftudy ; becaufe fuch
antient - hiftory will never gain_ {ufficient
credit with any reafonable man. A tale
well told, or a comedy or a tragedy well
wrought-up, may have 2 momen tary effe&;
uporn the mind, by heating the Imagina-
tion, {urprizing the judgment, and affe@-
ing ftrongly the paffions. . The. Atheni-
ans are faid to have been tran{ported into
a kind of martial phrenzy by the reprefen-
tation of a tragedy of Aescnyrus, and to
have marched under this influence from
the theatre to the plains of MARATHON,
Thefe momentary impreflions might be

el e |
managed

W
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managed, for aught I know, in fuch man-
ner as to contribute a little, by frequent re-
petitions of them, towards maintaining 2
kind of habitual contempt of folly, detel-
tation of vice, and admiration of virtue in
well-policed common-wealths. Butthen
thefe impreflions cannot be made, nor this
little effect be wrought, unlefs the fables
bear an appearance of truth. When they
bear this - appearance, reafon connives . at
the innocent fraud .of imagination’; rea=
fon difpenfes, in favour of probability,
with thofe firi& rules of criticifm that fhe
has eftablifbed to try the truth of fact: but
after all, fhe receives thefe fablesas fables;
and as fuch only fhe permits imagination
to make the moit of them. If they pre-
tended to be hiftory, they would be foon
{fubjetted to another and more fevere ex-
amination. What may have happened,
is the matter of an ingenious fable: what
has happened, is that of an authentic hi-
ftory + the impreffions which oneor the
other makes are in proportion.  When
imagination grows lawlefs and wild, rams

1% bleg
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bles out of the precinéts of nature, and
tells of heroes and giants, fairies and en-
chanters, of events and of phaenomena re-
pugnant to univerfal experience, to our
cleareft and moft diftin& ideas, and to all
the known laws of nature, reafon does
not connive a2 moment; but far from re-
cewing fuch narrations as hiftorical, fhe
rejelts them as unworthy to be placed
even among the fabulous. Such narrati-
ons therefore cannot make the flighteft
momentary impreffions, on a2 mind ﬁ'aught
with I;nowlcdgc, and void of {uperftition.
Impofed by authority, and affifted by arti-
fice, the delufion hardly prevails over com-
mon fenfe ; blind ignorance almoft fees,
and rafh fuperftition hefitates : nothing
lefs than enthufiafm and phrenzy can give
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credit to fuch hiftories, or apply fuch ex-

amples. Don QuixoTk believed; buteven
SANcHOo doubted,

WraT I have faid will not be much con-
troverted by any man who has read AMa-
p1s of Gaul, or has examined our antient

tradi-
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traditions without prepofleffion. The truth
is, the principal difference between them
feems to be this. In AmADI1s of Gaul, we
have a thread of abfurdities that are in-
vented without any regard to probability,
and that lay no claim to belief: antient
traditions are an heap of fables, under
which fome particular truths, infcrutable,
and therefore ufelefs to mankind, may lie
concealed ; which have a juft pretence to
nothing more, and yet impofe themfelves
upon us, and become under the venerable
name of antient hiftory the foundations
of modern fables; the materials with

which fo many fyftems of fancy have been
erected.

BuT now, as men are apt to carry thelt
judgments into extremes, there are fome
that will be ready to infift that all hiftory
1s fabulous, and that the very beft is no-
thing better than a probable tale, artfully
contrived,” and plaufibly told, wherein
truth and falfhood are indiftinguifhably

Blended together, ~ All' the inftances, and
111
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all the -common-place arguments, - that
Bavwie and others have employed to eftab-
lifh this fort of Pyrrhonifm, will be quoted :
and from thence it will be concluded, that
if the pretended hiftories of the firft ages,
and of the originals of nations, be too im-
probable and too. ill vouched to procure
any degree of belief, thofe hiftories that
have been writ later, that carry a greater
air of probability and that boaft even co-
temporary authority, are at leaft infuffici-
ent to gain that degree of firm belief,
which is neceflary to render the ftudy of
them ufeful to mankind. But here that
happens which often happens: the premifes
are true, and the conclufion is falfe ; becaufe
a general axiom is eftablithed precarioufly
on a certain number of partial pbfervations.
This matter is of confequence; for it tends
to afcertain the degrees of affent that we
may give to hiftory.

I Acree then that hiftory has been
purpofely and fyftematically falfified in all
ages, and that partiality and prejudice have

occafioned
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pccafioned both voluntary and involuntary
grrors even in the beft. - Letme fay with-
out offence, my lord, fince I may fay it
with truth and am able to prove it, that
gecclefiaftical authority has ‘led the way
to this corruption in all ages, and all re=
ligions:. ,How monftrous were the abfurs
dities that the priefthood impofed on the
ignorance and f{uperftition of mankind in
the Pagan world, coneerning the originals
of religions and governments, their infti-
tutions and rites, their laws and cuftoms 2
W hat opportunities had they for fach im-
pofitions, whilft the keeping the records
and cohufhalg the traditions, was in fo ma-
ny nations the peculiar office of this order
of men? A cuftom highly -extolled. by
JosepHus, but plainly liable to-the grofl-
eft frauds, and even a temptation to- them,
If the foundations of ‘Judaifm and Chrifti-
anity have been laid in truth, yet what
numberlefs fables have been invented to
raife, “to embellith and to fupport thefe
ftrutures, according to the intereft and
tafte of the feveral archite@s? That the

Jews
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Jews have been guilty of this will be allow-
ed': ‘and to the thame of Chriftians, ifnot
of Chriftianity, the fathers of one church
have no right to throw the firft tone at the
fathers of the other.. Deliberate fyftemas
tical lying has been practifed and encou-
raged from age to 4ge; and among all
the pious frauds that have been employed
to maintain a reverence and zeal for their
Religion in the minds of men, this abufe
of hiftory has been one of the principal
and moft fuccefsful: an evident and ex-
perimental proof, by the way, of what 1
have infifted upon {o much, the aptitude
and natural tendency of hiftory to form
our opinions, and to fettle our habits. This
righteous expedient was in fo much ufe
and repute in the Greek church, that one
METAPHRASTUS wrote a treatife on the
art of compofing holy romances: the fact,
if T remember right, is cited by Bair-
reT in his book of the lives of the faints.
He, and other learned men of the Roman
Church, have thought it of fervice to their
caufe, fince the refurrection of letters, to

dete&t
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dete@® fome impoftures, and to depofe, or
to un-niche according to the French ex-
preflion, now and then a-reputed faint;
but they feem indoing this to mean no more
. than a fort of compofition: they : give up
fome fables that they may defend others
with greater advantage, and they make
truthferve as a ftalking-horfe to error. The
fame {pirit; - that prevailed in the Eaftern
church, prevailed in the Weftern, and pre-
vails ftill. . A ftrong proof of it appeared
lately in the country where I am. A {ud-
den fury of devotion feized the people of
Paris for a little prieft*, undiftinguithed
during his life, and dubbed a faint by the
Janfenifts after his death. Had the firft
Minifter been a Janfenift, the faint had
beena faint ftill.  All France had kept his
feftival: and, fince there are thoufands of
eye-witnefies ready to atteft the truth of all
themiracles{uppofed to have been wrought
at his tomb, notwithftanding the difcou-
ragementwhich thefe zealots have met with

* 'The abbé Pasis,

from
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- ;
from' the govérnment; we niay affure ouf
felves, that thefe filly impoftures would
have been tranfmitted in-all the folemn
pompof hiftory, from the knaves  of thié
age'to the fools'of the next.

Tais lying {pirit has gane forth from
ecclefiaftical to other - hiftorians: and I
might fill many pages with. inftances of
extravagant fables that have been invented
in fever &.l nations, to celebrate their anti=
quity, to ennoble their originals; and to
make them appear i lluﬁrmus in.the arts of
peace and- the triumphs of war. When
the brain-is well heated, and devetion of
vanity, the femblance of virtue or real vice;
and, aboveall, difputesand contefts; have
infpired that complication of paflfions we
term zeal, the effe@s are much the: {fame;
and hiftory becomes very often-a lying pa-

negyric or a lying fatire;. for different na=
tions, -or different parties in the fame nati-
on; belie one another’ without any refpeck
for truth, as they murder one another
without any regard to right or fenfe of

1 humanity,
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humanity. Religious zeal may boaft this
horrid advantage over civil zeal, that the
effets of it have been .more' fanguinary,
and' the malice ‘more unrelenting.  In
another refpect they are more alike, and
keep a nearer proportion : different religi-
ons have not been quite fo barbarous to
one another as fets of the fame religion ;
and in like manner nation has had better
quarter from nation, than party from party.
But, in all thefe controverfies, men have
pufhed their rage beyond their own and
their adverfaries lives: they have endea-
voured to intereft pofterity in their quar=
rels, and by rendering hiffory fubfervient
to: this wicked purpofe, they have done
theirutmoft to perpetuate fcandal, and to
unmortalize theit animofity. * The Hea-
then taxed the Jews even with idolatry; the
Jews joined with the Heathen to render
Chriftianity odious: but the church, who
beat them at- their own weapons® during
. thefe contefts, has had this further trig

mph
i 4
over them, as well'as over the fev

eral fects
that have arifen within her own pale;the

works
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works of thofe who have writ againft her
have been deftroyed; and whatever fhe
advanced, to juftify her felf and to defame
her adverfaries, is preferved in her annals,
and the writings of her docors.

THuE charge of corrupting hiftory, inthe
caufe of religion,” has been always com-
mitted to the moft famous champions, and
greateft faints of each church; and if 1
was not more afraid of tiring, than of {can-
dalizing your lordfhip, I could quote to
you examples of modern churchmen who
have endeavoured to juflify foul language
by the new . teftament, and cruelty by the
old : nay, what is execrable beyond ima-
gination, and what ftrikes horror into every
mind that entertains due {fentiments of the
Supreme Being, Gop himfelf has been
cited for rallying and infulting ApAm after
his fall. In other cafes, this charge be-
longs to the pedants of every nation, and
the tools of every party. What accufati-
ons of idolatry and fuperftition have not
been brought, and aggravated againft the

2 Mahometans?
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Mahometans? Thofe wretched Chriftians
who returned from thofe wars, fo impro-
perly called the holy wars, rumoured thefe
ftories about the weft: and you may find,
in fome of the old chroniclers and ro-
mance writers, as well as Poets, the Sara-
cens called Paynims; tho fure y they were
much furthet off from any fufpicion of
polytheifm, “than thofe. who called them
by that name:: When MaroMmeT the fe-
cond took Conftantinople in the fifteenth
century,- the Mahomefans began to be a
little better, . and but a little better known

than they had been before, to thefe parts
of the world. . But their religion, as well
as their cuftoms and manners, was

3

{trange-
ly mifreprefented, by the Greek refugees
thatfled from the Turks: and the terrorand
hatred which this people had infpired by
the rapidity of their conquefls
ferocity, made all “thefe mif;
univerfally pafs. for: truths,
inftances may be collected from ‘Mor ac-
Clo’s refutation of the koran, and Rg-

LANDUS has publifhed a very valuable trea-
Vor. L. K

» and by-their
eprefentations
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tife on purpofe to refute thefe calumnies,
and to juftify the Mahometans. Does not
this example incline your lordthip to think,
that the Heathens, and the Ariansand other
heretics, would not appear quite fo abfurd
in their opinions, nor {fo abominable in their
practice, as the orthodox Chriftians have
reprefented: them; if fome REeranpus
could arife, with the materials, neceffary
to their juftification, in his hands? He who
reflets on the circumftances that attended
letters, from the time when CoNsTANTINE,
mftead of uniting the characters of emper-
or and fovereign pontiff in himfelf when he
became Chriftian, as they were united
in him and all the other emperors in the
Pagan fyflem of government, gave fo
much independent wealthand power to the
clergy, andthe means of acquiring fo much
more: he who carries thefe reflections on
through all the latter empire, and through
thofe ages of ignorance and fuperftition,
wherein it was hard to fay which was great-
eft, the tyranny of the clergy, or the fer-
vility of the laity : he who confiders the

extreme
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extreme feverity, for inftance, of the laws
made by TrEoDOs1Us In order to ftifle every
writing that the orthodox clergy, that is
the clergy then in fafhion, difliked; or the
character and inflaence of {uch a prieft as
GRrEGoRY called thegreat, who proclaimed
war to all heathen learning in order to pro-
mote Chriftian verity; and flattered BRUNE-
HAULT, and abetted Puocas: he who
confiders all thefe things, I fay, will not
be ata lofs to find the reafons, why hiftory,

both that which was writ before, and a

great part of that which has been writ fince
the Chriftian aera, is come to us {o imper-
fect and fo corrupt.

WHEN the imperfection is due to a’ total
want of memorials, either becaufe none
were originally written, or becaufe they
have been loft by devaftations of coun-
tries, extirpations of people,  and’ other
accidents in along courfe of time; or be-
caufe zeal, malice, and policy have join-
ed their er_ldeavours to deftroy them pur-
pofely; we muft be content to'remain in

K 2 Qus
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our ignorance, and there is no great harm
in that, Secure from being deceived, I can
fubmit to be uninformed. But when there
is not a total want of memorials, when
fome have been loft or deftroyed, and
others have been preferved and propagated,
then we are in danger of being deceived :
and therefore he muft be very implicit in-
deed who receives for true the hiftory of
any religion or nation, and much more that
of any fet or party, without having the
means of confronting it with fome other
hiftory. A reafonable man will not be
thus implicit. He will not eftablith the
truth of hiftory on fingle, but on concur-
rent teffimony. If there be none fuch, he
will doubt abfolutely: if there be a little
fuch, he will proportion his aflent or dif-
fent accordingly. A fmall gleam of light,
borrowed from foreign anecdotes, ferves
often to difcover a whole fyftem of falf-
hood: and even they, who corrupt hiftery,
frequently betray themfelves by their igno-
rance or inadvertency. ~ Examples where-
of T could eafily produce. Upon the

whole
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whole matter, in all thee cafes, we can-
not be deceived effentially, unlefs we pleafe:
and therefore there is no reafon to eftab-
lith Pyrrhonifm, that we may avoid the
ridicule of credulity.

In all other cafes, there is lefs reafon ftill
to do fo; for when hiftories and hiftorical
memorials abound, even thofe that are falfe
{erve to the difcovery of the truth. Infpired
by different paflions, and contrived for op-
pofite purpofes, they contradict; and, con-
tradi&ting, they convict one another. Cri-
ticifm feparates the ore from the drofs, and
extracts from variousauthors a feries of true
‘hiftory, which could not have been found
entire in any one of them, and will com-
mand our affent, when it 1s formed with
judgment,- and reprefented with candor.
If this may be done, as it has been done
fometimes, with the help of authors who
writ on purpofe to deceive; how much
more eafily, and more effeGtually, may it
be done with the help of thofe who paid a
greater regard to truth? Ina multitude of

K= writers
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writers there will be always fome, either
incapable of grofs prevarication from the
fear of being difcovered, and of acquiring
infamy whilft they feek for fame; or elfe
attached to truth upon a nobler and furer
principle. Itiscertain that thefe, even the
laft of them, are fallible. Bribed by fome
paftion or-other, the former may venture
now and then to propagate a falfhood, or
to difguife a truth; like the painter that
drew in profile, as Lucian fays, the pic-
ture of a prince that had but one eye.
MoNTAGNE objects to the memorials of
Du Berray, that tho the grofs of the
fas be truly related, yet thefe anthors
turned, every thing they mentioned to the
advantage of their mafter, and mentioned
nothing which could not be {g turned. The
old fell
¢ Decontournerlejugementdes evenemens
“ {ouvent contre raifon 3 notre avantage, &
¢ .d’ obmettre tout ce qu ‘il y a de chatou-
“ illeux en la vie de leur maitre, ils en
font meftier,” Thefe, and fuch as thefe,
deviate occafionally and voluntarily from
. truth ;

fellow’s words are worth QUOLING = wia e
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¢ruth; but even they, who are attached to
it the moft religioufly, may flide fometimes
into involuntary error. In matters of hi-
ftory we prefer very juftly cotemporary
authority; and yet cotemporary authors
are the moft liable to be warped from the
{trait rule of truth, in writing on fubjects
which have affeCted them ftrongly, ¢ &
¢ quorum pars magna fuerunt.” Iam fo
perfuaded of this, from what I have felt
in my felf, and obferved in others, that if
life and health enough fall to my fhare,
and I am able to finith what I meditate, 2
kind of hiftory, from the late queen’s ac-
cefliontothethrone, tothepeace of Utrechs,
there will be no materials that I thall ex-
amine more fcrupuloufly and feverely, than
thofe of the time when the events to be
{poken of were in tranfattion. But tho
the writers of thefe two forts, both of
whom pay as much regard to truth as the
various infirmities of our nature admit,
are fallible ; yet this fallibility will not be
fufficient to give color to Pyrrhonifm.
Where their fincerity as ta fact is doubtful,
we ftrike out truth by the confrontation

K 4 ol
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of different accounts: as we firike out {parks
of fire by the collifion of flints and ‘feel.
Where their judgments “are {fufpicious of
partiality, we may judge for our felves s or
adopt their judgments, after weighing them
with certain grains of allowance. - A little
naturalfagacity will proportion thefe grains,
according to the particular circumflances of
the authors, or their general chara&ers ;
for even thefe influence.. Thus Mon-
TAGNE  pretends, but he exaggerates a
little, that Guiccrarpinno where afcribes
any one action to a virtuous, but every one
to a vicious principle. Something like this
hasbeen reproached to Tacrtus: and not-
withftanding all the {prightly loofe obfer-
vations of MoNTAGNE in one of his effays
where he labours to prove the contrary,
read PLuTaRrcr’s comparifons in what lan-
guage you pieafe, ‘"I am of Bopin’s mind,
you will perceive that they were made by
a Greek. In fhort, my lord, the favour-
able “ opportunities of corrupting hiftory
have been often interrupted, and are now
over in {o many countries, that truth pe-

' netrates
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netrates even into thofe where lying con-
tinues ftill to be part of the policy ecclefi-
aftical and civil ; or where, tofay the beft
we can fay, trath is never {uffered to ap-
pear, till {he has pafied through hands, oat

of which the feldom returnsentire and un-
defiled.

Bur it is time I fhould conclude this
head, under which I have touched fome of
thofe reafons that thew the folly of endea-
vouring to eftablifh univerfal Pyrrhonifim
in matters of hiftory, becaufe there are few
hiftories without fome lies, and none with-
out fome miftakes; andthat prove the bo-
dy of hiftory which we pofiefs, fince an-
tient memorials have been fo critically ex-
amined, and modern memorials have been
{o multiplied, to containin it fuch a pro-
bable feries of events, eafily diftinguifh-
able from the improbable, as force the affent
of every man who 15 in his fenfes, and are
therefore fufficient to anfwer all the pur-
pofes of the ftudy of hiftory. I mighthave
appea.l,ed _pcrhaps, without entering into

the
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the argument at all, to-any man of candor,
whether his doubts concerning the truth
of hiftery have hindered him from apply~
ing the examples he has met with in it,
and from judging of the prefent, and fome-
times of the future by the paft? whether
he has not been touched with reverence and
admiration, at the virtue and wifdom of
{fome men, and of fome ages; and whether
he has not felt indignation and contempt
for others? whether EramiNoNDAs, or
Puocion, for inftance, the Decrr, or
the Scipios, have not raifed in his mind a
flame of public {pirit, and private virtue?
and whether he has not thuddered with
horror at the profcriptions of Marivs and
Svira, at the treachery of THEopOTUS
and AcuiLras, and at the confummate
crueltyof an infantking? * Quis non contra
“ MARI11arma, & contraSyLLAE profcrip-
“ tionem concitatur ! Quis non THEODO-
“ To, & AcHILLAE, & 1pfi puero, non
‘¢ puerile aufo facinus, infeftus eft ?” Ifall
this be a digreflion therefore, your lordfhip

will be fo good as to excufe it.
II. Waar
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- II. WaaT hasbeen faid concerning the
multiplicity of hiftories, and of hiftorical
memorials, wherewith our libraries abound
fince the refurreCtion of letters happened,
and the art of printing began, puts me n
mind of another general rule, that ought
to be obferved by every man who intends
to make a real improvement, and to be-
come wifer as well as better, by the ftudy
of hiftory. T hinted at this rule in a for-
mer letter, where I faid that we tfhould
neither grope in the dark nor wander in
the light. Hiftory muft have a certain de-
gree of probability and authenticity, or the
examples we find in it will not carry a force
fufficient to make due impreflions on our
minds, nor to illuftrate nor to f{trengthen
the precepts of philofophy and the rules of
good policy. But befides, when hiftories
have this neceflary authenticity and proba-
bility, there is much difcernment to be
employed in the choice and the ufe we
make of them., Some are to be red, fome
are to be ftudied; and fome may be neg-
lected entirely, not only without detriment,

but
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but with advantage. Some are the proper
objects of one man’s curiofity, fome of
others, and {ome of all men'’s; but all hi-
ftory is not an object of curiofity for any
man. He who improperly, wantonly, and
abfurdly makes it fo, indulges a fort of ca-
nine appetite: the curiofity of one, like the
hunger of the other, devours ravenoufly and
without diftinGion whatever falls in it’s
way: but neither of them digefts. They
heap cradity upon crudity, and nourith and
improve nothing but their diftemper. Some
fuch characters I have known, tho it is not
the moft common extreme into which
men are apt to fall.  One of them I knew
in this country. He joined. to a more than
athletic ftrength of body, a prodigious
memory; and to both a prodigious induftry,
He had red almoft conftantly twelve or
fourteen hours a day, for five and twenty
or thirty years; and had heaped together
as much learning as could be ‘crouded into
an head. In the courfe of my acquaing-
ance with him, I confulted him: once or
twice, not oftener; for I found this mafs

of
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of learning of as little ufe to me as to the
owner. The man was communicative
enough, but nothing was diftin& in his
mind. How could it be otherwife? he
had never {pared time to think, all was em-
ployed in reading. His reafon had not the
merit of common mechanifm: When you
prefs a watch or pell a clock, they anfwer
your queftion with precifion; for they re-
peat exa@ly the hour of the day, and tell
you neither more nor lefs than you defire
to know. - But when you afked this man
a queftion; he overwhelmed you by pour-
ing forth all that the feveral terms or words
of your queftion recalled to his memory:
and if he omitted any thing, it was that
very thing to which the fenfe of the whole
queftion fhould have led him and confined
him. To afk him a queftion, was to
wind upa {pring in hismemory, that rattled
on with vaft rapidity, and confufed noife,
till the force of it was {pent: and you went
away with all the noife 1n your ears,

{tunned and un-infoerm’d. I never  left

him that I was not ready to fay to him,

* <« Dieu
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¢¢ Dieu vous faffe 1a gtace de devenir moins
“ fcavant!” a with that La Morag LE
VAYER mentions upon fome’ occafion of
other, and that he would have done well
to have applyed to himfelf upon many.

He who reads with difcernment and
choice, will acquire lefs learning, but more
knowledge: and as this knowledge is col=
feGted with defign, and cultivated with art
and methed, it will be at all times of jm-
mediate and ready ufe to himfelf and others;

Thus ufeful arms in magazines we place,

All rang’d in order; and difpos’d with grace:
Nor thus alone the curious eye to pleafe;

But to be found, when need requires, with eafe.

You remember the verfes, my lord, in
our friend’s effay on critici{m, which was
the work of his childhood almoft; but
1s fuch a monument of good fenfe and po-
etry as no-other that T know has raifed in
his riper years.

He who reads without this difcernment
and choice, and, like Bon1y’s pupil, refolves

4. to
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to read all, will nothave time, 16 nor ca-
pacity neither, to do any thing eife. He
will not be able to think, without which it
is impertinent to read; nor to act, without
which it is impertinent to think. He will
affemble materials with much pains, and
purchafe them at much expence, and have
neither leifure nor {kill to frame them inte
proper fcantlings, or to prepare them for
ufe.  To what purpofe fhould he hufband
his time, or learn architecture? he hasno
defign to build. Butthen to what purpofe
all thefe quarries of ftone, all thefe moun-
tains of fand and lime, all thefe forefts of
oak and deal? ¢ Magto impendio tem-
¢ porum, magna alienarum aurium molef-
¢ ti4, laudatio haec conftat, O hominem
« litteratum! Simus hoc titulo rufticiore
« contenti, O virum bonum !” We may
add, and SenEca might have added in his
own flile, and according to the manners
and charaers of his own age, another
title as ruftic, and as little in fafhion, O
¢ virum {apientid fua fimplicem, & fim-
«« plicitate fua fapientem! O virum utilem

fibi,




I e PP A T e T e e

== =
= S v e e By Py T RPNl )
- e ——
T e T Ay

T

144 EETTCT ER IV,

< fibi, fuis, reipublicae, & humano ge-
< peri!” T have faid perhaps already, but
no matter, it cannot be repeated too often,
that the drift of all philofophy, and of all
political  {peculations, ought to be the
making us better men, and better citizens.
Thofe ftudies, which have no intention
towards improving our moral characters,
have no pretence to be ftiled philofophi-
cal. « Quis eft enim,” fays TuLLyY in
his offices, “ qui nullis officii praeceptis
«¢ tradendis, philofophum fe audeatdicere?”
Whatever political {peculation, inftead of
preparing us to be ufeful to fociety and to
promote the happinefs of mankind, are
only fyftems for gratifying private ambiti-
on, and promoting private interefts at the
public expence; allfuch, I fay, deferveto
be burnt, and the authors of them to
ftarve, like MacHIAVEL, in a jail,

LETTER
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1. The great ufe of hiftory, properly fo
called, as diffinguifbed from the writings
of mere annalifts and antiquaries.

1I. Greek and Roman biflorzans.

111. Some idea of @ complete biffory.

IV. Further cautions to be obferved 1n this

udy, and the regulation of it according
budy, and the regulat t ling
fo the different profeflions, and fitua-
tions of men: above all, the ufe fo be
made of 1t (1) by divines, and (2) by
thofe who are called to the {ervice of their
country.

REMEMBER my laft letter ended ab-
ruptly, and a long interval has fince
paffed : {o that the thread I had then {pun
has flipt from me. I will try to recover
it, and to purfue the tafk your lordfhip
has obliged me to continue. Befides the
pleafure of obeying your orders, it is like-
5 wile




146 BT Rl

¢ of fome advantage to myfelf, to re-

~7 thoughts, and refume a ftudy

was converfant formerly. For
be more true than that fay-

-~

f Soron reported by Praro, tho

enfured by him impertinently enough
in one of his wild books of laws—./fidue
addifcenss- ad_fenium venio. . The truth
is, the moft knowing man in the courfe

of the longeft life, will have always much

to learn, and the wifeft and beft much to
improve. This rule will hold in the
knowledge and improvement to be. ac-

e e L e

quired by the ftudy of hiftory : and there-

fore even he who has gone to this {chool
in his youth," thould not neglect it in_his
age. “Iread in Livy, {ays MONTAIGNE,
¢« what another man does not : and Pru-
<« = arcH red there what I do not.”  Juit

at

{fo the fame man may read at fifty what
he did not read in the fame book at five
and. twenty : at leaft I have found it {o,

e
et -2

Sy e

by my own experience on. many :occas
fions.

By
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By comparing, in this ftudy, the ex-
perience of other men and other ages
with our own, we improve both: we
analyfe, as it were, philofophy. We re-
duce all the abftra& {peculations of ethics,
and all the general rules of human po-
licy, to their firft principles. With thefe
advantages every man may, tho few men.
do, advance daily towards thofe ideas,
thofe increated effences a Platonift would
fay, ‘which no human creature can reach
in practice, but in the neareft approaches
to which the perfeQion of our nature
confifts : becaufe every approach of this
kind renders a man better, and wifer, for
himfelf, for his family, for the little com-
munity of his own country, and for the
great community of the world. Be not
furprized, my Lord, at the order in which
I place thefe obje@ts. Whatever order
divines and moralifts, who contemplate
the duties belonging to thefe objeéts, may
place them in, this is the order they hold

;- n
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So fings our Ir iend PorE, my lord, and

LA

fo I believe.  So I fhall prove too, if 1
miftake not, in an epiftle I am about to
write to him, in order to complete a fet

that were Wit AIme Ve ¢
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A maN of my age, who returns fo the
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ftudy of hiftory, has no time to loiee, be-

.;diu he has little to live : a man of [ your

‘Lm&, age hzls no time to lofe, be-
caufe he has much to do. For different
rcnj?..n;e therefore th fame rules will {fuit
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dark, neither of us muit wander in the
.I 2 1

light.: -1 have done. the firft formerly 2

good deal ;e werba mibi darentur ;5 ne
aliquid effe in bac ;';‘c:c»;:;‘(;-"ff{? antiquitatis
[eientia magni ac fecreti boni judicaremius.
If you take my word, }“--(J'-J. \'-.";H throw
none of your time away in the fame
manner : -and I fhall have the lefs regret
for that which I have mifpent, if 1 per-
fuade you to haften down from the broken
traditions of antiquity, to the more entire
as well as more authentic hiftories of ages
more modern. In the ftudy of thefe
we fhall find many a complete feries of
events, preceded by a deduction of their
immediate and remote caufes, related in
their full extent, and accompanied with
{fuch a detail of Cil(.,..hﬂn&lﬁ;::;', and cha-
racters, as may tranfport the attentive
reader back to the very time, make him
a party to the councils, and an ator in
the whole fcene of affairs. Such drau ghts
as thefe, either found in hiftory or ex-
] tracted
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trated by our own application from it,
and fuch alone, are truly ufeful. Thus
hiftory becomes ‘what fhe ought to be,
and what fhe has been {fometimes called,
magifira vitae, the miftrefs, like philofo-
phy, of human life. If fhe is not this,
the is at beft nuntia vetuflatis, the ga-
zette of antiquity, or a dry regifter of
ufelefs anecdotes. SurTontus fays that
Tieertus ufed to enquire of the gram-
marians, guae mater Hecubae, quod Achils
l1s nomen. inter virgines fuiffet, quid fire
nes. cantare fint [olitae?. SENECA men=
tions certain Greek authors, who exa<
mined very accurately, whether Ana-
creoN loved wine or women beft, 'whe=
ther Sapemo was a common whore,
with other points of equal importance :
and I make no.doubt but that a man, bet-
ter acquainted than I have the honor to
be with the learned perfons of our own
country, might find fome who have dif~
covered feveral anecdotes concerning the
glant ALBION, concerning SAMOTHES

the
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the fon or Brito the grandfon of Ja-
PHET, and concerning BruTus who led
a colony into our ifland after the fiege of
Troy, as the others re-peopled it after
the deluge. But ten millions of fuch
anecdotes as thefe, tho they were trues
and complete authentic volumes of Lgyp-
tian or Chaldean, of Greek or Latin, of
Gallic or Britith, of French or Saxon re-
cords; would be of no value in my fenfe,
becaufe of no ufe towards our improve-=
ment in wifdom and virtue ; if they con-
tained nothing more than dynafties and
gencalogies, and a bare mention of re-
mmarkable events im the order of time
like journals, chronological tables, or dry
and meagre annals,

I say the fame of all thofe modern
compofitions in which we find rather the
heads of hiftory, than any thing that de~-
ferves to be called hiftory. - Their au-
thors are either abridgers or compilers.
‘The firft do neither honor to themielves

L 4 nor
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nor good to mankind; for {urely the

abridger Is in a form below the tranfla-
tor: and the book, at leaft the hiftory,
that wants to be abridged, does not de-
ferve to be red. 'They have done anci-
ently a great deal of hurt by fubftituting
many 2 bad book in the place of a good

one; and by giving occafion fo men,

who contented themfelves with extracts
and abridgments, to neglec, and through
their neglet to lofe the invaluable origi-
nals: for which reafon I curfe CoN=-

STANTINE PORPHYROGENETES as hear-

tily as: I do GREGORY; The fecond are
of fome ufe, as far as they contribute to
preferve public adts, and dates, and the

memory of great events. But they who
are thus employed have feldom the means
of knowing thofe private paflagesion
which all public tranfactions depend,
and as feldom the fkill and,the talents
neceflary to put what they er know well
together: they cannot fee the working of

1

'in mine, but their induftry collects the

mattet
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mattet that is thrown out. . It is the bu=
{inefs, or it thould be fo, of others to {e-
parate the pure ore from the drofs, to
ftamp- it into coin, and to enrich not en-
cumber mankind.  When there are none
{fufficient to this talk, there may be anti-
quaries, and there may be journalifts or

annalifts, but there are no hiftorians.

It is worth while to obferve the pro-
grefs that the Romans and the Greeks
made towards hiftery.  The Romans had
journalifts or annalifts from the very be-
ginning of their ftate. In the fixth cen-
tury, or very near it at {fooneft, they be-
gan to have :‘1:1tiquﬂi'ics, and {fome at-
tempts were made towards writing of
hiftory.- I call thefe firft hiftorical pro-
ductions attempts only er eflays: and they
were no more, neither among the Ro-
mans nor-among the Greeks. Graecs 1pfs
Sieinitio feriptitarunt, ut nofter Cato, ut
Piétor, ur Pifo. Itis ANTHONY,, notithe
triumviry ‘my lord, but his grandfather

the
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the famous orator, who fays this in the fe-
cond book of Tully de oratore : he adds
afterwards, Itaque qualis apud Graecos
Pherecydes, Hellanicus, Acufilaus, aliique
permultiy talis noffer Cato, & Piétor, &
Pifo. 1 know that AnTHONY {peaks
here ftrictly of defect of ftile and want of
oratory.  They were tantummodo narra-
fores, non exornatores, as he exprefles
himfelf: but as they wanted {tile and 1kill
to write in fuch a manner as might an=
{wer all the ends of hiftory, fo they
wanted materials. PHERECYDEs writ
fomething about IpmicENIA, and the
feftivals of Baccuus. HEerLrLanicus was
a poetical hiftorian, and AcusiL Aus grav-
ed genealogies on plates of brafs. Pic-
ToR, who is called by Lavy fereprorum
antiquiffimus, publifhed I think fome {hort
annals of his own time. Neither he nor
Piso could. have fufficient materials for
the hiftory of Rome; nor CaTo, Ipre-
fume, even for the antiquities of Italy:
he Romans, with the other people of
that
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that country, were then juft rifing out of
barbarity, and growing acquainted with
letters 3 for thofe that the Grecian colo-
nies might bring into Sicily, and the
{fouthern parts of Italy, fpread little; or
lafted little, and made in the whole no
figure. . And whatever learning might
have flourifhed among the ancient Etru-
vians, which was perhaps at moft nothing
better than augury and divination and fu-
perftitious rites, which were admired and
cultivated in ignorant ages, even that was
almoft entirely worn out of memory. Pe=
dants who would impofe all the traditions
of the four firft ages of Rome, for au-
thentic hiftory, have infifted much on
certain annals, of which mention is made
in the very place I have juft now quoted.
Ab initio rerum Romanarum, fays the
fame interlocutor, zfgue ad P. Mucium
pontificem maximum, res omnes fingulorsim
annorum mandabat literis pontifex maxi-
s, efferebatgue in album, & proponchat
‘abulam domii, potefias yt effet populo cog-

nofcends,
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nofcends, jidemque. etiam - nune- -annales
maximi nominantur. - But, my lord, be

pleafed to take ‘notice, that the very di-

uuuuu

1-.m“m n I.make 1s made here between a’

bare. annalift and an hiftorian 3 Erar -
floria nibil aliud; in thele early days; u/i
annalium confectio.. Take notice likewiie,
by the way, that Livy, whofe p'lrticular

pmlwmu it had been to fearch into this
matter, aflirms pofitively that the greateft
part of all public-and primtc monuments,
among which he {pecifies thefe very an-
nals, had been u«,ﬂm}rcd in the fdck of
Rome by the Gauls® and ProTARrcH
cites Cropius for the fame aflertion, In
the life of Numa Pompirivs. Take no-
tice in the laft- place of that which is
more immediately to our prefent pur-
pofe. Thefe annals could contain nothing
more than fhort minutes or memoran-
dums hung up in a table at the pontiff’s
houfe, like the rules of the game In a

billiard-room, and much fuch hiftory as
we have in the epitomies prsﬁ,\cd to. the

"
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books of Livy or of -any other hiftorian,
in lapidary-infcriptions, ot in {fome mo-
df:.m almanacs. Materials for hiftory they
were no doubt; “but feanty and infuflici-
ént’; fuch as thofe agés could produce
when writing and reading were accom-
plithments {o uncommon, that the pi'ae—
tor was dire¢ted by law, clavum pangere,
to drive a nail into the door of a tcmplc,
that the number of  years might be rec-
koned by the numberof nails. -Such in
{hort as we have in monkith annalifts,
and other ancient chroniclers of nations

fiow in beine: but not fuch as can entitle

U’f

1

the authors of them to6 be called hiifto-
rians, nor can enable others to write hif-
tory “in that fulnefs in which. it muft be
written to become a leflon of ethics “and
politics. ~ The truth is; mations like men
have their Infancy: ‘and the few paflages
of that time, which they retain, are not
fuch as deferved moft to be:remembered;
but fuch as, being moft proportioned to
that age, made the ftrongeft impreflions
on
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on their minds. In thofe nations that
preferve their dominion long, and grow
up to manhood, the elegant as well as the
neceflary arts and {ciences are improved to
fome degree of perfe@ion : and hiftory,
that was at firft intended only te record
the names or perhaps the general charac-
ters of fome famous men, and to tran{mit
in grofs the remarkable events of every
age to pofterity, is raifed to anfwer an-
other, and a nobler end.

II. Thus it happened among the
Greeks, but much more among the Ro-
mans, notwithftanding the prejudices in
favour of the former, even among the
latter. I have fometimes thought that
Vircir might have juftly afcribed to his
country-men the praife of writing hiftory
better, as well as that of affording the
nobleft fubjects for it, in thofe famous
verfes, * where the different excellencies

of

# Excudent alii fpirantia mollius aera,
Credo equidem; vivos ducent de marmore voltus ;
Orabunt

2
vd
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of the two nations are fo finely touched =
but he would have weakened perhaps
by Iengthening, and have flattened the
climax. .~ Open HzroboTus, you are
entertained by an agreeable ftory-teller,
who meant to entertain, and . nothing
more. . Read THucypipes or XENO-
PHON, you are taught indeed as well as
entertained : and the flatefman or the
general, the philofopher or the .orator,
{peaks to you in every page. They wrote
on fubjeéts on which they were well in-
formed, and they treated them fully:
they maintained the dignity of hiftory,
and thought it beneath them to vamp
up old traditions, like the writers of their
age and country, and to be the trumpe-
ters of a lying antiquity. The Cyro-
PAEDIA of XENoPHON may be objected
perhaps ; but if he gave it for a romance
not
Orabunt caufas melius, caelique meatus
Deferibent radio, et furgentia fidera dicent :
“T'u regere imperio populos, Romane, mementos
Hae tibi erunt artes, pacique imponere morem
Parcere {ubjectis, et debellare fuperbos.
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not an hiftory, as he might for aught we
can tell, it is out of the cafe: and if he
gave it for an hiftory not a romance, 1
fhould prefer his authority to that of
HERODOTUS Of any other of his country-
nen. But hoewever this might be, and
whatever merit we may juftly afcribe to
thele two writers, who were almoft fin=
cle in their kind, and who' treated but
{mall portions of hiftory; certain it is in
general, that ‘the levity as well as loqua-
city of the Greeks made them incapable
of keeping up to the true ftandard of
hiftory : and even Porvysius and Dro-
nysius of Halicarnaflus muft bow to the
oreat Roman authors. "~ Many principal

1
I

ITICN (Jf ﬂli‘;t commonwealtn wrote me-

morials of their own a&ions and their
own times: SyLLA, CAESAR, LABIE-
NUS, PorLrio, AvucGustus, and others.
What writers of memorials, what com-
pilers of the materia hiflorica were thefe ?
What genius was neceflary to finith
up the pitures that fuch mafters had

2 fketched ?

e
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{ketched ? Rome afforded men that were
equal to the tafk. Let the remains, the
precious remains, of SarLust, of Livy,
and of TaAciTus, witnefs this truth,
When TaciTus wrote, even the ap-
pearances of virtue had been long pro-
fcribed, and tafte was grown corrupt as
well as manners.  Yet hiftory preferved
her integrity and her luftre, She pre-
ferved them in the writings of fome
whom TAciTus mentions, in none per-
haps more than his own; every line of
which out-weighs whole pages of fuch a
rhetor as FaAMianus Strapa. I fingle
him out among the moderns, becaufe he
had the foolifh prefumption to cenfure
TaciTus, and to write hiftory himfelf:
and your lordfhip will forgive this fhort
excurfion in honor of a favourite au-
thor.

WHAT a {choo! of private and public
virtue had been opened to' us at the re-
i‘qrre&ion of letters, if the latter hifto-

: M - rians
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riams of the Roman commonwealth, and
the firft of the fucceeding monarchy,
had come down to us entire? The few
that are come down, tho broken and
imperfet, compofe the beft body of hi-
ftory that we have, nay the only body
of ancient hiftory that deferves to be an
obje&t of ftudy. It fails us indeed moft at
that remarkable and fatal period, where
our reafonable curiofity is: raifed the
higheft. - Livy employed five and forty
books to bring his hiftory down to the
end of the fixth century, and the break-
ing out of the third Punic war : but he
employed ninety-five to bring it down
from thence to the death of Drusus;
that is, through the courfe of one hun-
dred and twenty or thirty years. Ap-
p1aN, Dron Cassius, and others, nay
even PruTAarcH included, make us but
poor amends for what 1s loft of Livy,
Among all the adventitions helps by
which we endeavour to fupply this lofs
in fome degree, the beft are thofe that

I WG
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we find {cattered up and down in the
works of Turry. His orations parti-
cularly and his letters contain many cu-
rious anecdotesand inftru&ive refle@ions,
concerning the intrigues and machina-
tions that were carried on againft liberty,
from CATILINE’s confpiracy to Cak-
sar’s. The ftate of the government,
the conftitution and temper of the fe-
veral parties, and the chara@ers of the
principal perfons who figured at that
time on the public ftage, are to be feen
there in a ftronger and truer light than
they would have appeared perhaps if he
had writ purpofely on this fubje&, and
even in thofe memorials which he fome-
where promifes ArTicus to write, Ex-
cudam aliquod Heraclidium opus, quod lo-
teat in thefauris tuis. - He would hardly
have unmafked in fuch a work; as freely
as in familiar occafional letters, Pom-
rEY, CATo, BrUTUS, nay himfelf; the
four men of Rome, on whofe praifes he
dwelt with the greatet complacency.

M 2 The
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The age in which Livy flourifhed
abounded with {fuch materials as thefe :
they were frefh, they were authentic ; it
was eafy to procure them, it was fafe to;
employ them. How he did employ
them: in: executing the fecond part of his
defign, we may judge by his execution
of the firfk : and I own to your lordfhip
I fhould be glad to exchange, if it were
poffible, what we have of this hiftory
for what we have not. Would you not
be glad, my lord, to fee in one {tupen-
dous draught the whole progrefs of that
government. from Hhberty to fervitude ?
the whole feries of caufes and effets,
apparent and real, public and private ?
thofe which all’ men faw, and all good
men lamented and oppofed at the time;
and thofe which were fo difguifed to the
prejudices, to the partialities of a divi-
ded people, and even to: the corruption
of mankind, that many did not, and that
many could pretend they did not, difcern:

them, till it was too late to refift them
I
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1 am forry to fay it, this part of the Ro-
man ftory would be not only more cu-~
rious and more authentic than the for-
imer, but of more immediate and mote
amportant application to the prefent ftate
of Britain. But it.is loft: the lofs is ir-
reparable, and your lordfhip will not
blame me for deploring it.

III. Tuey who fet up for fcepticiim
aay not regret the lofs of fuch an hi-
ftory : but this I will be bold to aflert to
them, that an hiftery mult be writ on
this plan, and muft aim at leaft at thefe
perfections, or it will anfwer {ufficiently
none of the intentiens of hiftory. That
it will not anfwer fufficiently the inten-
t¢ion I have infifted upon in thefe letters,
that of inftructing pofterity by the exam-
ples of former ages, is manifeft: and I
think it is as manifeft that an hiftory can-
not be faid even to relate faithfully, and
inform us truly, that does not relate fully,
and inform us of all that is neceflary to

Mz make
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make a true judgment concerning the
matters contained in it. Naked faéts,
without the caufes that produced them
and the circumftances that accompanied
them, are not {uflicient to chara&erize
aétions or counfels. The nice degrees
of wifdom and of folly, of virtue and of
vice, will not only be undifcoverable in
them ; but we muft be very often unable
to determine under which of thefe cha-
racters they fall in general. The fceptics
T am fpeaking of are therefore guilty of
this abfurdity : the nearer an hiftory
comes to the true idea of hiftory, the
better it informs and the more it in-
ftru&ts us, the more worthy to be re-
jected it appears to them. I have faid
and allowed enough to content any rea-
fonable man about the uncertainty of
hiftory. I have owned that the beft are
defeltive, and I will add in this place an
obfervation which did not, I think, oc-
cur to me before. ConjeCture is not al-
ways diftinguifhed perhaps as it ought to
\ be ;

i d
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be ; {o thatan ingenious writer may fome-
times do very innocently, what a malicious
writer does very criminally as often as
he dares, and as his malice requires it:
he may account for events after they have
happened, by a {yftem of caufes and con-
du& that did not really produce them,
the it might poflibly or even probably
have produced them. But this obferva-
tion, like feveral others, becomes a rea-
fon for examining and comparing autho-
rities, and for preferring fome, not for
reje@ing all. Dawira, a noble hiftorian
furely, and one whom I {hould not {cruple
to confefs equal in many refpects to L1vy,
as I thould not {cruple to prefer his coun-
tryman GUicCIARDIN to THUCYDIDES
in every refpect; Davica; my lord,
was accufed from the firft publication of
his hiftory, or at leaft was fufpected, of
too much refinement and fubtilty ; in de=
veloping the fecret motives of attions, in
laying the caufes of events too deep, and
deducing them often through a feries of

M 4 pro-
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) :;’. progreffion too complicated, and too ar-

i tiftly wrought. But yet the fufpicious
L perfon who fhould reje@ this hiftorian
upon {uch general inducements as thefe,
would have no grace to oppofe his fufpi-
cions to the authority of the firft duke of
Epernon, who had been an a&or, and a
principal actor too, in many of the feenes
that DAviLA recites. GIrRARD, fecre-
tary to this duke and no contemptible
piographer, relates, that this hif tory came
down to the place where the old tan
refided in Galcony, a little before his
death ; that he red it to him, that the
duke confirmed the truth of the narra-
tions in it, ‘md fecmed only furprized by
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what means the author could ke fo well
informed of the moft fecret councils.and
meafures of thofe times?

IV. I wave faid engugh on this head,
and your lordfhip-may be induced per=
haps, by what I have f2id, to think with
me, that fuch hiftories as thefe, whether

E.T.Llfflig
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ancient or modern, deferve alone to be
ftudied. Let us leave the credulous
learned to write hiftory without mate-
tials, or to ftudy thofe who do fo; to
wrangle about ancient traditions, and to
ring different changes on the fame fett
of bells. Let us leave the {ceptics, in mo-
dern as well as ancient hiftory, to tri-
umph in the notable difcovery of the ides
of one month miftaken for the calends
of another, or in the various dates and
contradiCtory circumftances which they
find in weekly gazettes and monthly
mercuries, Whilft they are thus em-
ployed, your lordfhip and I will pro-
ceed, if you pleafe, to confider more
clofely than we have yet done, the rule
mentioned above ; that I mean of ufing
difcernment and choice in the ftudy of
the moft authentic hiftory, that of not
wandering in the light, which is as ne-
ceflary as that of not groping in the
dark.

Man
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Max is the fubje& of every hiftory;
and to know him well, we muft {ee him
and confider him, as hiftory alone can
prefent him to us, in every age, in every
country, in every ftate, in life 'and in
death. Hiftory therefore of all- kinds,
of civilized and uncivilized, of ancient
and modern nations, in fhort all hiftory,
that defcends to a fufficient detail of hu-
man actions and chara&ers, is ufeful to
bring us acquainted with our {pecies, nay
with ourfelves. = To teach and to incul=
eate the general principles of virtue, and
the general rules of wifdom and good
policy, which refult from fuch details of
actions and charaéters, comes for the
moft part, and always thould come, ex-
prefsly and diretly into the defign of
thefe who are capable of giving {uch
details: and therefore whilit they nar-
rate as hiftorians, they hint often as phi-
lofophers ; they put into our hands, as
it were, on every proper occafion, the

end
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end of a clue, that ferves to remind us
of fearching, and to guide us in the
fearch of that truth which the example
hefore us either eftablifhes or illuftrates.
If a writer neglets this part, we are able
however to fupply his neglet by our
own attention and induftry: and when
he gives us a good hiftory of Peruvians
or Mexicans; of Chinefe or Tartars, of
Mufcovites or Negroes, we may blame
him, but we muilt blame ourfelves much
more, if we do not make it a good lefion
of philofophy. = This being the general
ufe of hiftory, it is not to be neglected.
Every one may make it, who is able to
read and to refle& on what he reads:
and every one who makes it will find,
in his degree, the benefit that arifes from
an early acquaintance contracted in this
manner with mankind. We are not
only paflengers or {ojourners in this
world, but we are abfolute ftrangers at
the firft fteps we make in it. Our guides

are often ignorant, often unfaithful. By
this
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this map of the country which hiftory
fpreads before us, we may learn, if we
pleafe, to guide ourfelves. In our jour-
ney through it, we are befet on every
fide. We are befieged fometimes even
in our {trongeft holds. Terrors and temp-
tations, conduted by the paffions of
other men, affault us: and our own
paffions, that correfpond with thefe, be-
tray us. Hiftory is a colle@ion of the
journals of thofe who have travelled
through the famé country, and been
expofed to the fame accidents : and their
good and their ill fuccefs are equally
inftru&ive. In this purfuit of know-
ledge an immenfe field is {pread to us;
general hiftories, facred and prophane ;
the hiftories of particular countries, par-
ticular events, particular orders, parti-
cular men; memorials, anecdotes, tra-
vels. But we muft not ramble in this
field without difcernment or choice, nor
even with thefe muft we ramble tog
long,

&

g
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As to the choice of authors, who have
writ on all thefe various fubjetts, fo
much has been faid by learned men con-
eerning all thofe that deferve attention,
and their feveral charaters are fo well
eftablithed, that it would be a fort of
pedantic affectation to lead your lordfhip
through {o voluminous, and at the {ame
time fo eafy, a detail.: I pafs it over
therefore mn order to obferve, that as
foon as we have taken this general view
ef mankind, and of the courfe of human
affairs in different ages and different
parts of the world; we ought te apply,
and the fhortnefs of human life confi-
dered, to confine ourfelves almoft en-
tirely m our ftudy of hiftory, to fuch
hiftories as-have an immediate relation
to our profeffions, or to our rank and
fituation in the fociety to which we be-
long, Let me inftance in the profeflion
of dvinity, as the nobleft and the moft
important.

(1)
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(1) T'maveiaid fo much concerning
the fhare which divines of all religions
have taken in the corruption of hiftory,
that I thould have anathemas pronounced
againit me, no doubt, in the eaft and
the ‘weft; by the dairo, the mufti, and
the pope, if thefe letters were fubmitted
to- ecclefiaftical cenfure ; for furely, my
lord, the clergy have a better title than
the {ons of Apollo to be called genus 77«
ritabile vatum. What would it be, if I
went about to fhew, how many of the
chriftian clergy abufe by mif-reprefenta-
tion and falfe quotation, the hiftory they
can no longer corrupt? and vet this
taflk would not be, even to me, an hard
one.. But as I mean to {peak in this
place of chriftian divines alone; fol mean
to{peak of fuch of them particularly as
may be called divines without any fheer :
of fuch of them, for fome {uch I think
there are, as believe themfelves, and
would have mankind believe ; not for

temporal
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temporal ‘but fpiritual intereft, not for
the fake «of the clergy, but for the fake
of mankind. Now it has been,  long
matter of aftonifthment to me, how fuch
perfons as thefe could take’{fo much filly
pains to ‘eftablith myftery on metaphy-
fics, revelation on philofophy, and mat-
ters of fact on abftralt reafoning ? A re=
ligion founded on the authority of a di-
vine miffion, confirmed by ' prophecies
and miracles, appeals to faéts: and the
fa&s muft be proved as all other fadts
that pafs for authentic are  proved; for
faith, fo reafonable after this proof, is
abfurd before it. If they are thus pro-
ved, the religion will prevail without
the affiftance of fo much profound reafon-
ing: if they are not thus proved, the
authority of it will fink in the world
even with this affiftance. 'The divines
object in their difputes with atheifts, and
they objeét very juftly, that thefe men
require improper proofs ; proofs that
are not fuited to the nature of the fub-:

jedt,
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jeét, and then cavil that fuch proofs are
not furnifhed. But what then do they
mean, to fall into the fame abfurdity
themfelves in their difputes with the-
ifts, and to din improper proofs in ears
that are open to proper proofs? 'The
matter is of great moment, my lord,
and I make no excufe for the zeal which
ebliges me to'dwell 2 little on 'it. A
ferious and honeft application to the
fludy of ecclefiaftical hiftory, and every
part of prophane hiftery and chrenology
relative to it, is: mcombent on fuch re-
verend perfons as are here fpoken of, on
a double account i: becaufe hiitory alone
can furnifh the proper proofs, that the
religion "they teach is of God; and be-
eaufe. the unfair manner, in which thefe
proofs have been and are daily furnifhed,
creates prejudices, and gives advantages
againft chriftianity that require’ to be re-
moved. - No {cholar will dare to deny,
that falfe hiftory, as well as fham mira-
cles, has been employed to propagate

chriftianity
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chriﬁianity formerly : and whoever exa-
mines the writers of our own age will
find the fame abufe of hiftory continued.
Many and many inftances of this abufe
might be produced: It is grown into
cuftom, writers copy one another, and
the miiftake that was committed, or the
falfhood that was invented by one, is
adopted by hundreds.

Apgapik fays in his famous book,
that ¢he gofpel of St. MATTHEW is cited
by CLeMEeNs bithop of Rome, a difciple -
of the apoftles; that BArRNaBAS cites it
in his epiftle; that IenaTIus and Po-
LYCARPE receive it 3 and that the fame
fathers, that give teftimony for MaT-
THEW, give it likewife for MARrxk. Nay
your lordfhip will find, I believe, that
the prefent bifhop of London in his third
paftoral letter {peaks to the fame effe&.
I will not trouble you nor myfelf with
any more inftances of the fame kind.
Let this which occurred to me as I was

Yoy, 1, N writing
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fuffice. It may well fuffice ; for

writing i
T prefume the fact advanced by the mi-
nifter and the bifhop is a miftake. If
the fathers of the firft century do mien-
tion fome paffages that are agreeable to
what we read in our evanwchﬁs, will 1t
follow ‘that thefe fathers had the {ame
gofpels | before them ? To fay {o 1s 2 ma-
nifeft abufe of hiftory, and quite inexcu-
{able in writers that knew, or fhoul d
hefe fathers made u

herein fuch P’lﬁd“ﬁ‘ S

have known, that tl
of other gofpels, w

might be corlt.m‘lcd or they might be
preiuved in unwritten tradition. Befides

which I conld almoft vénture to affirm

that thefe fathers of the firft century do
not cxprcﬂly name the gofpcls we have
of MarTHEW, MARK, LUKE, and

Joun. To the two reafons that have

been given why thofe who make divi-

nity. their profefiion fhould ftudy hiftory,
particularly ecclefiaftical hiftory, with an
honeft and ﬁ..ll’““:: application ; in ofder
to {upport chrif tianity againft the attacks

£
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of unbelievers, and to remove the doubts
and prejudices that the unfair proceed-
ings of men of their own order have rai-
{fed in minds candid but not implicit,
willing to be informed but curious to ex-
amine ; to thefe I fay we may add ano-
ther confideration that feems to me of
no {mall importance. Writers of the
Roman religion have attempted to thew,
that the text of the holy writ is on many
accounts infufficient to be the fole crite-
rion of orthodoxy: T apprehend too that
they have thewn it Sure I am that ex-~
perience, from the firft promulgation of
chriftianity to this hour, fhews abun-
dantly with how much eafe and fuccefs
the moft oppofite, the moft extravagant,
nay the moft impious opinions, and the
moft contradictory faiths, may be founded
on the fame text ; and plaufibly defended
by the fame authority. Writers of the
reformed religion have erected their bat-
teries againft tradition ; and the only
difficulty they had to encounter in this

N2 enterprize
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enterprize lay in levelling ‘and pointing
their cannon fo as to avoid demolithing,
in one common ruin, the traditions they
retain, and thofe they reject. Each fide
has been employed to weaken the caufe
and explode the fyftem of his adverfary :
and whilft they have been fo employed,
they have jointly laid their axes to the
root of chriftianity : for thus men will be
apt to reafon upon what they have ad-
vanced, < If the text has not that authen-
ce ticity, clearnefs, and precifion which
< are neceffary to eftablifh it as a divine
¢« and 2 certain rule of faith and prac-
«¢ tice ; and if the tradition of the church,
« from the firft ages of it till the days
« of LutuerR and CarLvin, has been
¢ corrupted itfelf, and has ferved to cor-
« rupt the faith and practice of chri-
¢ {tians; there remains at this time no
¢ ftandard at all of chriftianity. By con-
« fequence either this religion was not
« originally of divine inflitution, or elfe
¢« God has not provided effeGually for

¢« pre-
£
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preferving the genuine purity of i,
« and the gates of hell have actually pre-
vailed, in contradiction to his promife,
« againft the church.” The beft effect
of this reafoning that.can be hoped for,
is that ' men thould fall into theifm, and
{fubfcribe to the firft propofition : he muit
be worfe than an atheift who can affirm
the laft. The dilemma is terrible, my
lord, Partyzeal and private intereft have
formed it : the common intereft of chri-
ftianity is deeply concerned to folve it.
Now I prefume it can neyer be folved
without 2 more accurate examination,
not only of the chriftian but of the jewith
{yftem, than learned men have been hi-
therto impartial enonugh and fagacious
enough to take, or honeft enough to
communicate, - Whilft the authenticity
and fenfe of the text of the bible remain
as difputable, and whilft the tradition of
the church remains as problematical, to
{ay no worfe, as the immenfe labours of
the chriftian divines in feveral commu-

N 2 niors
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nions have made them appear to be;
chriftianity may lean on the civil and ec-
clefiaftical power, and be fupported by
the forcible influence of education: but
the proper force of religion, that force
which fubdues the mind and awes the
confcience by conviction, will be want-

'ing.

182

f‘“

I HAD reafon therefore to produce di-
vinity, as one inftance of thofe profef-
fions that require a particular application
to the ﬁudy'of fome particular parts of
hiftory : and fince I have faid {fo much on
the fubje@ in my zeal for chriftianity, I
will add this further. The refurreftion of
letters was a fatal period: the chriftian
fyftem has been attacked and wounded
too very feverely fince that time. The
defence has been better made indeed by
modern divines, than it had been by an-
tient fathers and apologifts. The mo-
derns have invented new methods of de-
fence, and have abandoned fome pofts

| that
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that were not tenable : but ftill there are
others, in defending which they lie un-
der great difadvantages. Such are various
facts, pioufly believed in former times,
but on which the truth of chriftianity has
been refted very imprudently in more en-
lightened ages; becaufe the falfity of
fome, and the grofs improbability of
others are fo evident, that inftead of
anfwering the purpofe for which they
were invented, they have rendered the
whole tenor of exclefiaftical hiftory and
tradition precarious, ever fince d firict
but juft application of the rules of criti-
cifm has been made to them. I touch
thefe things lightly ; but if your lord-
fhip reflets upon them, you will find
reafon perhaps to think as I do, that it
is high time the clergy in all chriftian
communions fhould join their forces, and
eftablith thofe hiftorical fa&ts, which are
the foundations of the whale fyftem, on
clear and unqueftionable hiftorical au-
thority, fuch as they require in all cafes

N 4 ~of
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of moment from others; rejeét candidly
what cannot be thus eftablifhed ; and
purfue their enquiries in the fame {pirit
of truth through all the ages of the
church ; without any regard -to hifto-
rians, fathers, or councils, more than
they are ftrictly entituled to on the face
of what they have tranfmitted to us, on
their own confiftency, and on the con-
currence of other authority, Qur paf=
tors would be thus, I prefume, much
better employed than they generally are,
Thofe of the clergy wha make religion
merely a trade, who regard nothing more
than the fubfiftence it affords them, or
in higher life the wealth and power they
enjoy by the means of it, may fay to
themfelves that it will laft their time, or
that policy and reafon of ftate will pre-
ferve the form of a church when the
fpirit of religion is extin®. But thofe
whom I mentioned above, thofe who
alt for fpiritual not temporal ends, and
are defirous that men fhould believe and
practife
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pracdtife the doctrines of chriftianity as
well as go to church and pay tithes, will
feel and own the weight of fuch confi-
derations as thefe ; and agree that how-
ever the people have been and may be
flill amufed, yet chriftianity has been in
decay ever fince the refurrection of let-
ters : and that it- cannot be fupported as
it was fupported before that aera, nor by
any other way than that which T pro-
pofe, and which a due application to the
{tudy of hiftory, chronology, and eriti-
cifm, would enable our divines to purfue,
no doubt, with fuccefs,

I m1GHT inftance, in other profeffions,
the obligation men lie under of applying
themfelves to certain parts of hiftory, and
I can hardly forbear doing it in that of
the law ; 1n its nature the nobleft and
moft beneficial to mankind, in its abufe
and debafement the moft fordid and the
moft pernicious. A lawyer now is no-
thing more, Ifpeak of ninety-nine in an

' hundred
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hundred at leaft, to ufe fome of TuLrLy's
words, 77/i leguleius quidam, cautus S acu-
fus, praeco altionum, cantor jformularum,
auceps [yllabarum. But there have been
lawyers that were orators, philofophers,
hiftorians: there have been Bacons and
CLARENDONs, my lord. = There will be
none {uch any more, till in fome better
age, true ambition or the love of fame
prevails over avarice: and till men find
leifure and encouragement to prepare
themfelves for the exercif¢ of this pro-
feflion, by climbing up to the vantage
ground, {o my lord Bacon calls it, of
fcience ; inftead ‘of groveling all their

lives below, in a mean but gainful appli-
cation to all the little arts of chicane. Till
this happen, the profeflion of the law
will {carce deferve to be ranked among
the learned profeflions : and whenever it
happens, one of the vantage gro_unds, to
which men muft climb, is metaphyfical,
and the other hiftorical knowledge. They
muft pry into the fecret recefles of the

3 : humag
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human heart, and become well acquainted
with the whole moral world, that they
may difcover the abftract reafon of all
laws : and they muft trace the laws of
particular {tates, efpecially of their own,
from the firft rough fketches to the more
perfe& draughts; from the firft caufes
or occafions that produced them, through
all the effeGs good and bad that they
produced. But I am running infenfibly
into a fubje&, which would detain me
too long from one that relates more im-
mediately to your lordfhip, and with
which 1 intend to conclude this long
letter.

(2) I pafs from the confideration of
thofe profeffions to which particular parts
or kinds of hiftory feem to belong : and
I come to {peak of the ftudy of hiftory,
as a neceflary mean to prepare men for
the difcharge of that duty which they
owe to their country, and which is com-
mon to all the members of every {ociety

that
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that 1 conftituted according to the rules
of right reafon, and with a due regard
to the common good. I have met in
St. REaL’s works, or fome éther French
book, with a ridicule caft on private men
who make hiftory a political ftudy, or
who apply themfelves in any manner to

affairs of ftate, But the reflection is too

general. In governments fo arbitrary by
their conflitution, that the will of the
prince is not only the fupreme but the
fole law, it is {o far from being a duty,
that it may be dangerous, and muit be
impertinent in men, who are not called
by the-prince to the adminiftration of
public affairs, to concern themfielves about
it, or to fit themfelves for it, The fole
vocation there is the favour of the court;
and whatever defignation God makes by
the talents he beftows, tho it may ferve,
which it feldom ever does, to direct the
choice of the prince, yet I prefume that
it cannot become a reafon to particular
men, or create a duty on them, to devote

themfelves
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themfelves to the public fervice. Look
on the Turkifh government. See a fel-
low taken, from rowing in a common
paffage-boat, by the caprice of the prince
{ee him invefted next day with all the
power the foldans took under the caliphs,
or the mayors of the palace under the
fucceflors of Crovis : fee a whole em-
pire governed by the ignorance, inexpe-
rience, and arbitrary will of this tyrant,
and a few other fubordinate tyrants, as
ignorant and unexperienced as him{elf.
In France indeed, tho an abfolute go-
yernment, things go a little better. Arts
and f{ciences are encouraged, and  here
and there an example may be found of
a man who has rifen by fome extraordi-
nary talents, amidft innumerable exam-
ples of men who have arrived at the
greateft honors and higheft pofts by no
other merit than that of affiduous fawn-
ing, attendance, or of fkill in fome de-
{picable puerile amufement; in training

wafps, for inftance, to take regular flights
like
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like hawks, and ftoop at flies. ‘The no-

bility of France, like the children of tri-

bute among the ancient Saracens and

modern Turks, are fet apart for wars.
They are bred to make love, to hunt,

and to fight: and if any of them fhould

acquire knowledge fuperior to this, they

would acquire that-which might be pre-
judicial to themfelves, but could not be-
come beneficial to their country. ~ The

affairs of flate are trufted to other hands.

‘Some have rifen to thern by drudging
long in bufinefs : fome have been made
minifters almoft in the cradle : and the

‘whole power of the government has been
abandoned to others in the dotage of life,

There is a2 monarchy, an abfolute mo-

narchy too, I mean that of China, where-

in the adminiftration of the government

is carried on, under the direétion of the

prince, ever fince the dominion of the

Tartars has been eftablithed, by feveral

claffes of Mandarins, and according to

the deliberation and advice of feveral or-

ders
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ders of councils’s the admiffion to which
¢laffes and orders depends on the abilities
of the candidates, ‘as their rife in them
depends on the behaviour they hold, and
the improvements they make afterwards.
Under {uch a government, it is neither
impertinent nor ridiculous, in any of the
{ubjelts who are invited by their circum-
ftances, or pufhed to it by their talents,
to make the hiftory of their own and of
other countries ‘a political ftudy, and to
fit themfelves by this and all other ways
for the fervice of the public. It is not
dangerous neither ; or-an honor that out-

“weighs the danger attends it * fince pri-

yvate men have a ri ght by the ancient con-

“ftitution of this government, as well as

councils of ftate, to reprefent to the prince
the abufes of his adminiftration. But {till
men have not there the {fame occafion to
concern themfelves in the affairs of the
ftate, as the nature of a free government
gives to the members of it. In our ewn
country, for in our own the forms of a

free
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free government at leaft are hitherto pre-
ferved, men are not only defigned for
the public fervice by the circumftances
of their fituation, and their talents, all
which may happen in others: but they
are defigned to it by their birth in many
cafes, and in all cafes they may dedicate
themfelves to this fervice, and take in
different degrees fome fhare in it, whe-
ther they are called to it by the prince
orno. In abfolute governments, all pub-
lic fervice is to the prince, and he nomi-
nates all thofe that ferve the public. In
free governments, there is a diftin¢t and
a principal fervice due to the ftate. Even
the king, of fuch a limited monarchy as
ours, is but the firft fervant of the peo-
ple. -Among his fubjedls, fome are ap-
pointed by the -conftitution, and others
are ele@ed by the people, to carry on the
exercife of the legiilative power jointly
with him, and to controul the executive
power independently on him. Thus
your lordfhip is born 2 member of that

order
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order of men, in whom a third part of
the fupreme power of the government
refides: and your right to the exercife
of the power belonging to this order not
being yet opened, you dre chofen into
another body of men who have different
power and a different conftitution, but
who poflefs another third part of the f{u-
preme legiflative authority; for as long a
time as the commiifiion or truft delegated
to them by the people lafts. Free-men
who are neither born to the firft, nor
ele@ed to the laft, have a right how=
ever to complain, to reprefent; to peti=
tion, and I add even to do more in cafes
of the utmoft extremity. For fure there
cannot be a greater abfurdity, than to
affirm that the people have a remedy in
refiftance, when their prince attempts. to
enflave them ; but that they have none,
when their reprefentatives {ell themfelves
and them:

O THE
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Tue fam of what I have been faying
i, that in free governments, the. publie
fervice is not confined to thofe whona
the prince appoints to different poits in
the adminiftration under him that there
the care of the ftate is the care of multi-
tudes ; that many are called to it in a par-
ticular manner by their rank, and by
other circumitances of their fituation s
and that even thofe whom the prince ap-
points are not only anfwerable to him,
but like him, and before him, to the na-
tion, for their behaviour in their feveral
pofts. It can never be impertinent nor
ridiculous therefore in fuch a country,
whatever it might be in the abbot of ‘ST.
REeAL’s, which was Savoy I think ; of in
Peru, under the Incas, where GAreI-
1ASso DE LA VEGA fays it was lawful for
rione but the nobility to ftudy~—for men of
all degrees to inftruét themfelves in thofe
affairs wherein they may be actors, or
judges of thofe that.a&; or controwlers of

thofe
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thofe that judge. On the contrary, it is
incumbent on every man to inftruct him-
{elf, as well as the means and opportu-
nities he has permit, concerning the na-
ture and interefts of the government; and
thofe rights and duties that belong to
him, or to his fuperiors, or to his infe=
riors. ‘This in general ; but in particular,
it is certain that the obligations under
which we lie to ferve our country in«
creafe, in proportion to the ranks we
hold, and the other circumftances of
birth, fortune, and fituation that call us
to this {ervice ; and above all to the ta-
lents which God has given us to per-
form it

IT is in this view, that I thall addrefs

to yeur lordthip whatever I have further
to {ay on the ftudy of hiftory.

02 LiEP-
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From what period modern biftory is pecu-
linrly ufeful to the fervice of our coun-
try, viz.

From the end of the fifteenth century fo
the prefent.

The divifion of this into three particular
periods :

In order to a fketch of the hiftory and flate
of Europe from that time.

INCE then you are, my lord, by
your birth, by the nature of our
government, and by the talents God has
given you, attached for life to the fervice
of your country; fince genius alone can-
not enable you to go through this fervice
with honor to yourfelf and advantage to
your country, whether you fupport or
‘whether you oppofe the adminiftrations
that arife ; fince a great ftock of know-
ledge, acquired betimes and-continually
Bz . O 3 1ms
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improved, is neceflary to this end; and
fince one.part of this ftock muft be col-
lected from the ftudy of hiftory, as the
other part s to be gained by obfervation
and experience, I come new tg {peak to
your lordfhip of fuch hiftory as has an
immediate relation tq the great duty and
bufinefs of your life, and of the method
to be obferved in this ftudy. The notes
I have by me, which were of fome little
ufe thus far, ferve me no farther, and I
have no books to confult, No matter;
I fhall be able to explain my thoughts
without their affiftance, and lefs liable ta
be tedious. I hope to be as full and as

exaét on memory alone, as the manner

in which I fhall treat the fubjet requires
ne to be,

I say then, that however clofely af-
fairs are linked together in the progref-
fion of governments, and how much fos
ever events that follow are dependant on
thofe that precede, the whole connexion

: [
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diminithes to fight as the chain length-
ens; till at laft it feems to be broken,
and the links that are continued from
that peint bear no proportion. nor any
Gmilitude to the former. I would not be
underftood to {peak only of thofe great
changes, that are wrought by a concurs
rence of extraordinary events; for inftance
the expulfion of one nation, the deftruc-
tion of one government, and the efta-
blithment of another: but even of thofe
that are wrought in the fame govern-
ments and among the fame people, flowly
and almoft imperceptibly, by the necef-
fary effe@s of time, and flux condition of
human affairs,. 'When fuch changes as
thefe happen in feveral ftates about the
fame time, and confequently affect other
flates by their vicinity, and by many dif-
ferent relations which they frequently
bear to one another ; then is one of thofe
periods formed, at which the chain {poken
of 1s fo broken as to have little or no real
er vifible connexion with that which we

O4 fee
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fee continue.. A new fituation, different
from the former, begets new interefts in
the fame proportion of difference; not
in this or that particular ftate alone, but
in all thofe that are concerned by vicinity
or other relations, as I faid juft now, in
one general {yftem of policy. New in-
terefts beget new maxims of govera=
ment, and new methods of conduét
: Thefe, in their turns, beget new man-
ners, new habits, new cuftoms. The
longer this new conflitution of affairs
continues, the more will this difference
increafe : . and altho fome analogy may
remain long between what preceded and
what fucceeds fuch a period, yet will
this analogy faon become an obje&t of

Such a period therefore is; in the true
{enfe of the words, an epocha or an aera,
a point of time at which you ftop, or
from which you reckon forward. 1 fay
forward 5 becaufe we are not to fiudy in
the -prefent cafe; as chronologers coms

_put?;r..
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pute, backward. Should we perfift to
carry our refearches much higher, and
to pufh them even to fome other period
of the fame kind, we fhould mifemploy
our time: the caufes then laid having
fpent themfelves, the feries of effects de-
rived from them being over, and our
concern in both confequently at an end.
But 2 new {yftem of caufes and effects,
that {ubfifts in our time, and whereof
our conduct is to be a part, arifing at the
laft period, and all that paffes in our time
being dependant on what has pafied fince
that period, or being immediately rela-
tive to it, we are extremely concerned to
be well informed about all thofe paflages.
To be entirely ignorant about the ages
that precede this aera would be fhame=
ful. Nay fome indulgence may be had
to a temperate curiofity in the review of
them. But to be learned about them is
a ridiculous: affetation in any man who
means to be' ufeful to the prefent age.
Down to this aera let us read: hiftary*

from
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from this aera, and down to our awn
time, let us ftudy it.

'THuE end of the fifteenth century feems
to be juft fuch a period as I have been
defcribing, for thofe who live in the
eighteenth, and who inhabit the weftern
parts ‘of Europe. A little before, or a
little after this point of time, all thofe
events happened, and all thofe revolutions
began, that have produced fo vaft a change
in the manners, cuftoms, and interefts of
particular nations, and in the whole po-
licy ecclefiaftical and civil of thefe parts
of the world. I muft defcend here into
fome detail, not of hiftories, . colletions,
or memorials; for all thefe are well
enough known: and tho the contents
are in the heads of few, the books are
in the hands of many. But inftead of
fhewing your lordfhip where to look, I
fhall contribute more to your entertain-
ment and-inftraction, by marking out, as
well as tiny- memory will ferve me to da

it
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it, what you are to look for, and by fur-
nithing 2 kind of clue to your ftudies, 1
fhall give, according to cuftom, the firft
place to religion,
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A view of the ecclefiaftical govern-
ment of Europe from the bcgin-
ning of the fixteenth century.

OsservE then, my lord, that the de-
molition of the papal throne was not at-
tempted with fuccefs till the beginning
of the fixteenth century. If you are'cu-
rious to caft your eyes back, you will
find Berenxcrr in the eleventh, who
was foon filenced; ArRNoLDUSs in the fame,
who was foon hanged ; Varpo in the
twelfth, and our WickLirF in the four-
teenth, as well as others perhaps whom
I do not recolle®t. Sometimes the doc-
trines of the church were alone attacked,
and {ometimes the de&rine, the difci-
pline, and the ufurpations of the pope.
But little fires, kindled in corners of a
dark world, were foon {tifled by that great
abettor of chriftian unity, the hang-man.
When they {pred and blazed out, asin
the cafc of the Albigeois and of the

Huflites,
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Huflites, armies were raifed to extinguifh
them by torrents of blood ; and fuch
{aints as Dominic, with the crucifix in
their hands, inftigated the troops to the
utmoft barbarity. Your lordfhip will
find that the church of Rome was main-
tained by fuch charitable and falutary
means, among others, till the period
fpoken of: and you will be curious, 1
am fure, to enquire how this period came
to be more fatal to her than any former
conjunéture ¥ A multitude of circum-
ftances, which you will eafily trace in
the hiftories of the fifteenth and fixteenth
centurtes, to go no further back, con-
curred to bring about this great event:
and a multitude of others, as eafy to be
traced; concurred to hinder the demoli-
tion from becoming total, and to prop
the tottering fabric. Among thefe cir-
cumftances, there is one lefs complicated
and more obvious than others, which
was of principal and univerfal influence,
The art of printing had been invented
' 2 about

|
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gbout forty or fifty years before the pe-
tiod we fix: from that time, the refurs
rection of letters haftened on a-pace 5 and
at this period they had made great pro-
grefs, and were cultivated with great ap-
plication.  ManoMET the fecond drove
them out of the eaft into the weft 3 and
the popes proved worfe politicians than
the mufties in this refpe®. NicHorLas
the fifth encouraged learning and learned
men. SixTus the fourth was, if I mif-
take not, a great colleGtor of books at
leaft : and LEo the tenth was the patron
of every art and fcience. The magicians
them{clves broke the charm by which
they had beund mankind for {fo many
ages: and the adventure of that knight-
errafit, who, thinking himfelf happyin
the arms of a celeftial nymph, found
that he was the miferable {lave of an in-
fernal hag, was in fome fort renewed.
As foon as the means of acquiring and
fpreading information grew common, it
is no wonder that a {yftem was unra-

velled,




Of the Stupy of HisTory. 207

velled, which could not have been wo-
ven with fuccefs in any ages, but thofe
of grofs ignorance and credulous fuper-
ftition. I might point out to your lord-
fhip many other immediate caufes, fome
general like this that I have mentioned,
and fome particular. - ‘The great {chifm,
for inftance, that ended in the beginning
of the fifteenth century, and in the coun-
cil of Conftance, had occafioned prodi-
gious {candal. - Two or three vicars of
CurisT, two or three infallible heads of
the church roaming about the werld at
a time, furnithed matter of ridicule as
well as feandal ¢ and whilft they appealed,
for {o they did in effeét, to the laity,
and reproached and excommunicated one
another, they taught the world what to
~think of the inftitution as wellas exercife
of the papal authority. “The fame lefion
was taught by the council of Pifa that
preceded, and by that of Bafle that fol-
lowed the council of Conftance. The
hotrid crimes of ALExANDER the fixth;
: 3 the
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the fawcy ambition of Jurius the fe=
cond, the immenfe profufion and fcan=
dalous exa&ions of Lgeo the tenth ; all
thefe events and characters, following in
a continued feries from the beginning of
one century, prepared the way for the
revolution  that happened in the begin-
ning -of the next.  The flate of Ger-
many, the ftate of England, and that of
the North, were particular caufes, in
thefe feveral countfies, of this revolution.
Such were many remarkable events that
happened about the fame time, and a
little before it, in thefe and in other na-
tions ; and fuch were likewife the cha-
racters of many of the princes of that
age, fome of whom favoured the refor-
mation like the eletor of Saxony, on
a principle of confcience, and moft of
whom favoured it, juft as others oppofed
it, -on a principle of intereft,. This your
lordthip will difcover manifeftly to have
been the cafe; and the fole difference

you will find between HENRY the eighth
) —
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and Francis the firft, one of whom fe-
parated from the pope as the other ad-
hered to him, is this: HenRrY the eighth
divided, with the fecular clergy and his
people, the {poil of the pope, and his fa-
tellites; the monks: Francis the firft
divided, with the pope, the {poil of his
clergy, fecular and regular, and of his
people. With the fame impartial eye that
your lordfhip furveys the abufes of reli-
gion, and the cortuptions of the church
as well as court of Rome, which brought
on the reformation at this period; you
will obferve the charalters and conduct
of thofe who began, who propagated,
and who favoured the reformation : and
from your obfervation of thefe; as well
as of the unfyftematical manner in which
it was carried on at the {ame time in va-
rious places, and of the want of concert,
nay even of charity, among the reformers,
you will learn what to think of the fe-
veral religions-that unite in their oppofi-
tion to the Roeman, and yet hate one

Vor,l. ;o another
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another moft heartily ; what to think of
the feveral fe@s that have {prouted, like
fuckers, from the fame great roots; and
what the true priné;iplca are of proteftant
écclefiaftical policy. "This policy had no-
being till LvTHER made his eftablith-
ment in Germany; till ZWINGLIUS be-
gan another in Swifferland, which Car-
vix carried on and, like AMERICUS VES-
poTivs who- followed CHRISTOPHER
CoruMBus, robbed the fitft adventurer
of his honor ; and till the reformation in
our country was perfected under Ep-
waARrD the fixth and Ev1zaseTn. Even
popifh ecclefiaftical policy is. no longer
the fame fince that aera. His: holinefs
is no longer at the head of the whole
weftern church: and to keep the part
that adheres to him, he is obliged to
loofen their chains, and to lighten his
yoke. - The fpirit and pretenfions of his
_court are, the fame; but not the power.
He governs by expedient and manage-
ment more, and by authority. lefs.; His
2 decrecs
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decrees and his briefs are in danger of
being refufed, explained away, or evaded,
unlefs he negociates their acceptance be-
fore he gives them, governs in concert
with his flock, and feeds his fheep ac-
cording to their humor and intereft. In
{hort, his excommunications, that made
the greateft emperors tremble, are de-
{piled by the loweft members.of his own
communion ; and the remaining attach-
ment to him has been, from this aera,
rather a political expedient to preferve an
appearance of unity, than a principle of
of confcience ; whatever fome bigotted
princes may have thought, whatever am-
bitious prelates and hireling fcriblers may
have taught, and whatever a people
worked up to enthufiafm by fanatical

preachers may have aéted.  Proofs of

this would be eafy to draw, not only
from the condu@ of fuch princes as
FERDINAND the firft and MAXIMILIAN
the fecond, who could fcarce be efteemed
papifts tho they continued in the pope’s

P2 com-=
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communion ; but even from that of prin-
ces who pcrfecuted their proteftant fub~
jeCts with great violence. Enough' has
been faid, I think, to fhew your lordfhip
how little need there is of gong up
higher than the beginning of the fix-
teenth century in the ftudy of hiftory, to
acquire all the knowledge neceflary at
this time in ecclefiaftical policy, or in
civil policy as far as it is relative to this.
Hiftorical monuments of this fort are in
every man’s hand, the facts are fufficiently
verified, and the entire {cenes lie open to
our obfervation : even that fcene of {o-
lemn refined banter exhibited in the
council of Trent, impofes on 1o man

who reads PaorLo, as well as PALLA-

vicINI, and the letters of VARGAS.
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A view of the civil government of
Europe in the bﬁgmmng of the
fixteenth century.

I, In France.

A yery little higher need we go, to
abferve thofe great changes in the civil
conftitutions of the principal nations of
Europe, in the partition of power among
them, and by confequence in the whole
{yftem of European policy, which have
operated fo ftrongly for more than two
centuries, and which operate ftill. I will
not affront the memory of our HENRY
the feventh fo much as to compare him
to LEw1s the eleventh: and yet I per-
ceive fome refemblance between them ;
which would perhaps appear greater, if
Puirie of Commines had wrote the hi-
ftory of HENRY as well as that of LEw1s;
or if my lord Bacon had wrote that of
Lewis as well as that of Henry. This

P3 prince
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prince came to the crown of England a
little before the clofe of the fifteenth
century: and Lewrs began his reign in
France about twenty years {fooner. Thefe
reigns make remarkable periods in the
hiftories of both nations., ~To reduce the
power, privileges, and pofiefiions of the
nobility, and to increafe the wealth and
authority of the crown, was the princi-
pal object of both. In this their fuccefs
was fo great, that the conftitutions of the
two governments have had, fince that
time, more refemblance, in name and in
form than in reality, fo the conftitutions
that prevailed before. Lewis the ele-
venth was the firft, fay the French, quz
mit les rois hors de page. The indepen-
dency of the nobility had rendered the
ftate of his predeceflors very dependant,
and their power precarious. They were
the fovereigns of great vaffals; but thefe
vafials were {o powerful, that one of them
was fometimes able, and two or three of
them always, to give law to the fove-

retgil,
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zeign. -Before LEWIs came to the crown,
the Englifh had been driven out of their
pofleflions in France, by the poor cha-
racter of Henry the fixth, the domeftic
troubles of his reign, and the defection
of the houfe of Burgundy {rom his alli-
ance, much more than by the ability of
Caarses the feventh, who feems to have
been neither 2 greater hero nor a greater
politician than Hexry the fixth; and
even than by the vigour and union of the
French nobility in his fervice. After
Lewis came to the crown, EDWARD the
fourth -made a fhew of carrying the war
again into France; but he {oon returned
home, and your lordfhip will net be at
a lofs to find much better reafons for his
doing {o, in the fituation of his affairs and
the charatters of his allies, than thofe
which Puitip of Commines draws from
the artifice of LeEwis, from his good
cheer and his penfions. Now from this
fime our pretenfions on France were in
cffect given up: and CuarLEs the beld,

P 4 the
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the Jaft prince'of the houfe of Burgundy,
being killed, Lew1s had no vaffal able
to moleft him. He re-united the dutchy
of Burgundy and Artois to his crown, he
acquired Provence by gift, and his fon
Britany by marriage : and thus France
grew in the courfe of a few yearsinto that
great- and -compact body which we be-
hold at this time. The hiftory of France,
before this period, is like that of Germany,
a complicated hiftory of feveral ftates and
{everal interefts; fometimes concurring
like members of the fame monarchy, and
fdmetimes warrin g on one another. Sincg
this period, the hiftory of France is the
hiftory of one ftate under a more uniform
and orderly government; the hiftory of
a monarchy wherein the prince is pofief-
for of fome, as well as lord of all the
great fieffes : and, the authority of many
tyrants centring in one, tho the people
are not become more free, yet the whole
.{yftcm of domeftic policy is entirely
changed. Peace at home is better fe-

cured,
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cured, and the nation grown fitter to
carry Wwar abroad. The governors of
great provinces and of ftrong fortrefles
have oppofed their king, and taken arms
againft his authority and commiffion fince
that time : but yet there is no more re-
femblance between the authority and pre-
tenfions of thefe governors, ar the nature
and oceafions of thefe difputes, and the
authority and pretenfions of the vaffals of
the crown in former days, or the nature
and occafions’ of their difputes’ with the
prince and with one another, than there
is' between the antient and the prefent
peers of France. In a word, the confti-
tution is {o altered, that any knowledge
e can acquire about it, in the hiftory
that precedes this period, will ferve to
little purpofe in our ftudy of the hiftory
that follows it, and to lefs purpofe ftill in
affifting us to judge of what pafles in the
prefent age. The kings of France fince
that time, more mafters at home, have
been able to exert themfelves more a-

broad :
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abroad : and they began to do fo imme-
diately; for Cuarrrs the eighth, fon
and fuccefior of Lrwis the eleventh,
formed great defigns of foreign con=-
queﬁs, tho they were difappointed by
his inability, by the levity of the nation,
and by other caufes. LEewisthe twelfth
and Francis the firft; but elpecially
Francis, meddled deep in the affairs of
Europe : and tho the fuperior genius of
FerpinanD called the catholic, and the
ftar of CHARLES the fifth prevailed againft
them, yet the efforts they made thew fuf-
ficiently how the ftrength and impor-
tance of this monarchy were increafed. in
their time. From whence we may date
likewife the rivalfhip of. the houfe of
France, for we may reckon that of Valeis
and that of Bourbon as one upen this
occafion, and the houfe of Auftria; that
continues at this day, ‘and that has coft
{fo much blood and fo much treafure in
the courfe of it,

11,
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II. In England.

Tuo the power and influence of the
nobility funk in the great change that
began under Hexry the feventh in Eng-
land, as they did in that which began
under Lewis the eleventh in France;
yet the new conftitutions that thefe chan-
ges produced were very different. In
France the lords alone loft, the king
alone gained ; the clergy held their pof-
{fefions and their immunities, and the
people remained in a ftate of mitigated
flavery. - But in England the people
gained as well as the crown., The com-
mons had already a fhare in the legifla-
ture; fo that the power and influence of
the lords being broke by Hexry the
feventh, and the ‘property of the com-
mons increafing by the fale that his fon
made of church-lands, the power of the
latter increafed of courfe by this change
in a copftitution, the forms whereof

WCEIC
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were favourable to them. Theunion of
the rofes put an end to the civil wars of
York and Lancafter, that had fucceeded
thofe we commonly call the barons wars:
and the humor of warring in France,
that had lafted near four hundred years
under the Normans and Plantagenets, for

‘plunder as well as conqueft, was fpent,

Our temple of Janus was thut by HENRY
the feventh, We neither laid wafte our
own nor other countries any longer : ‘and
wife laws and a wife government changed
infenfibly the manners, and gave a new
turn to the {pirit, of our people, We
were no longer the free-booters we had
been. Our nation maintained her repu-
tation in arms whenever the public inte-
reft or the public autharity required it;
but war ceafed to be, what it had been,
our principal and almoft our fole profef-
fion. 'The arts of peace prevailed among
us. We became hufbandmen, manufac-
turers, and merchants, and we emulated

I neigh-




Of the Stupy of HisTorY. 221
neighbouring nations. in literature. It is
from this time that we ought to {tudy
the hiftory of our country, my lord, with
the utmoft application. ‘We are not much
concerned to know with critical accuracy
what were the ancient forms of our
parliaments, concerning which however
¢here is little room for difpute from the
reign - of HENRY the third at leaft; nor
sn {hort the whole fyftem of our civil
conftitution before Hexry the feventh,
and of our ecclefiaftical conftitution be-
fore Henry the eighth. But he who
has not ftudied and acquired a thorough
knowledge of them beth, from thefe
periods down fo the prefent time, in all
the variety of events by which they have
been affe@ted, will be very unfit to judge
or to take care of either, Juft as little
are we concerned to know, in any nice
detail, what the condu& of our princes;
relatively to their neighbours on the con-
tinent, was before this period, and at a
time when the partition of power and 2

mul-
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mtiltitude of other circuniftances rens
dered the whole political {yftem of Eu-
rope fo vaftly different from that which
has exifted fince. But he who has not
traced this conduc from the period we
fix, down to the prefent age, wants a
principal -part of the knowledge that
every Englith minifter of ftate fhould
have. ~ Ignorance in the refpects here
{poken of is the lefs pardonable, becaufe
we have more and more authentic means
of information concerning this, than con-
cerning any other -period.  Anecdotes
enow to glut the curiofity of fome per-
fons, and to filence all the captious cavils
of others, will never be furnithed by any
portion of hiftory; nor indeed can they
according to the nature and courfe of
human affairs: but he who is content
to. read and obferve, like a fenator and a
ftatefman, will find in our own and in
foreign hiftorians as much information as
he wants, concerning the affairs of our
ifland, her fortune at home and her con-

duct
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duc abroad, from the fifteenth century
to the eighteenth. I refer to foreign
hiftorians, as well as to our own, for
this feries of -our own hiftory; not only
becaufe it is reafonable to fee in what
manner the hifterians of other countries:
have related the tranfactions wherein we
have been concerned, and what judg-
ment they- have- made of our condutt
domeftic ‘and foreign, “but for -another
reafon likewife. Our nation has fur-
nithed as ample and as important matter,
good and bad, far hiftory, as any nation
under ‘the fun: and yet we muft yield
the palm in writing hiftory molt certainly
to the Italians and to the French, and I
fear even to the Germans, ‘The only
two pieces of hiftory we have, 1N any re-
{pect to be compared with the antient;
are; the reign of HENRY ‘the feventh: by
my lord Bacon, and the hiftory of our
civil warsin the laft century by your no=
ble anceftor my lord chancellor CLAREN-
poN. But we have no general hiftory

to
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to be compared with fome of other ¢ouiii=
tries : neither have we, which I lament
much moere, particular hiftories, except
the two I have mentioned, nor writers
of memorials, nor colletors of monu-
ments and anecdotes, to vie .in number
or in merit with thofe that foreign na-
tions can boaft ; from ComMmINES, Guics
c1arDIN,DuBrrraY, Paoro,DaviLa;
Tiuanus, and a multitude of others,
down through the whole period that 1
propofe to your lordfhip. But altho this
be true to our fhame ; yet it is true like=
wife that we want no neceflary means
of information, They lie open to our
induftry and our difcernment. Foreign
writers are for the moft part fcarce worth
reading when they fpeak of our domedtic
affairs 5 nor are our Englith writers for
the moft part of greater value when they
fpeak of foreign affaifs: In this mutual
defeét the writers of other countries are,
I think, more excufable than ours: for
the nature of our government, the poli-
tical
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tigal principles in which we are bred,
our diftin& interefts as iflanders, and the
complicated various interefts and humors
of our parties, all thefe'are {o peculiar to
ourfelves, and fo different from the no-
tions, manners, and habits of other na-
tions, that it is not wonderful they fhould
be puzzled or fhould fall into error, when
they undertake to give relations of events
that refult from all thefe, or to pafs any
judgment upon them. But as thefe hi-
ftorians are mutually defeétive, fo they
mutually fupply each others defe&s. We -
muft compare them therefore, make ufe
of our difcernment, and.draw our con-
clufions from both. If we proceed in
this manner, we have an ample fund of
hiftory in our power, from whence to
colle& fufficient authentic information=
and we muft proceed in this manner,
even with our own hiftorians of different
religions, fects, and partics, or run the
rifque of being mifled by domeftic igno=
rance and prejudice in this cafe, as well

"_." L, I; (L’ as
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as by foreign ignorance and prejudice in
the other-

il In Spain and the Empire.

Spain figured little in Europe till the
latter part of the fifteenth century ; till
Caftile and Arragon were united by the
marriage of FERDINAND an®IsABELLA ;
till the total expulfion of the Moors, and
till the difcovery of the Weft-Indies. Af-
ter this, not only Spain took a new form,
and grew into immenfe power ; but, the
heir of FerpiNanD and IsABELLA, be-
ing heir likewife of the houfes of Bur-
gundy and -Auftria, foch an extent of
dominion accrued to him by all thefe
{ucceflions, and fuch an addition of rank
and authority by his eleétiop to the em-
pire, ‘as no prince had been mafter of in
Europe from the days of CuHarLES the
oreat. It s proper to obferve here how
the policy of the Germans altered. in' the
choice of an emperor ; becaule the effects

L&) t
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of thisalteration have been great. When
Roporprrus of Hapfburg was chofe in
the year one thoufand two hundred and
feventy, or about that time, the poverty
and the low eftate of this prince, who had
been marfhal of the court to a king of
Bohemia, was an inducement to elect
him. The diforder]y and lawlefs ftate
of the Empire made: the princes of it in
thofe days unwilling to have a more pow-
erful head. But a contrary maxim took
place at this aera: Cuarirs the fifth
and Francrs the firft, the two moft
powerful princes of Europe, were the
fole candidates ; for the ele@or of Saxony,
who is faid to have declined, was rather
unable to ftand in competition with them
and CHARLES was chofen by the unani-
mous fuffrages of the electoral college,
if I miftake not. Another CuArLEs,
Cuarres the fourth, who was made em-
peror illegally enough on the depofition
of Lewis of Bavatia, and about ene hun-
dred and fifty years before, feems to me

Q 2 to
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¢o have contributed doubly to eftabli{fx
this maxim; by the wife conftitutions
that he procured to pafs, that united the
empire in 2. more orderly form and bet=
ter fyftem of government; and by alie-
mating the imperial revenues to fuch =
degree, that they were no longer fuffi-
cient to {upport an emperor who had not
great revenues of his own. "Fhe fame
maxim and other circumitances hdve con-
cutred to keep the empire 1in this family
ever fince, as it had been often before 5
and this family having large dominions
in the empire and larger pretcnﬁons as
well as dominions out of it, the othes
ftates of Europe, France, Spain and Eng-
land particulm'iy, have been: more con-
cerned fince this peried in. the affairs
of Germany than they were before it:
and by confequence the hiftory of Ger-
many, from the beginning of the fixteenth:
century, is of importance, and a neceffary
part of that knowledge which your lord-

fhip defires to acquire.

THE
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Taz Dutch commenwealth was not
formed till near acentury later. But as
{oon as it was formed, nay even whilft it
was forming, thefe provinces that were
loft to obfervation, among the many that
compofed the dominions of Burgundy
and Auftria, became fo confiderable a
part of the political fyftem of Eucope,
that their hiftory muft be ftudied by
every man who would inform himfelf
of this fyftem.

Sooxt after this ftate had taken bemg,
others of 2 more ancient original began
to mingle in thofe difputes and wars,
thofe councils, negociations and treaties,
that are to be the principal ebjects of
your lordfhip’s application in the ftudy
of hiftory. That of the northern crowns
deferves your attention little, before the
laft century. Till the eleCtion of FRrE-
peric the firft to the crown of Den-
mark, and till that wonderftl revolution

Q'3 which
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which the firft GusT Avus brought about
in Sweden, it is nothing more than a
confufed rhapfody of events, in which
the great kingdoms and ftates of Europe
neither had any concern, not took any
part. From the time I have mentioned,
the northern crowns have turned their
counfels and their arms often fouthwards,
and Sweden particularly with prodigious
effect, :

T'o what purpofe fhould I trouble your
lordfhip with the mention of hiftories of
other nations? They are either fuch as
have no relation to the knqw]e_:dgc you
would ‘acquire, like that of the Poles,
the Mufcovites, or the Turks; or they
are fuch as, having gn occafional ot a fe-
condary relation to it, fall of coutfe into
your fcheme ; like the hiftory of Italy
for inftance, which is fometimes a part
of that of France, fometimes of that of
Spain, and fometimes of that of Ger-
many. The thread of hiftory, that you

arg
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are to keep, is that of the nations who
are and muft-always be concerned in the
fime fcenes. of aion with yeur own.
Thefe are the principal nations of the
weft. Things that have no immediate
relation te your own country, orto them,
are either too remote, or too minute, to
employ much of your time : and their
hiftory and your own is, for all your
purpofes, the whole hiftory of Europe.

THE two great powers, that of France
and that of Auftria, being formed, and
a rivalfhip eftablifhed by confequence be-
tween them; it began to be the intereft
of their neighbours to oppofe the ftrongeft
and moft enterprizing of the two, and
to be the ally and friend of the weakeft.
From hence arofe the notion of a bal-
ance of power in Europe, on the equal
poize of which the fafety and tranquil-
lity of all muft depend. To deftroy the
equality of this ballance has been the
aim of each of thefe rivals in his tirn :

Q 4 and
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and to hinder it from being deftroyed,
by preventing too much power from fall-
ing into one {cale, has been the principle
of all the wife councils of Europe, rela-
tively to France and to the houfe of Au-
ftria, through the whole period that be-
gan at the aera we have fixed, and fub-
filts gt this hour. Ta make a careful
and juft obfervation, therefore, of the rife
and decline of thefe powers, in the two
laft centuries and in the prefent, of the
projects- which  their ambitien formed,
of the means they employed to carry
thefe projects en with fuccefs, of the
means employed by others to defeat them,,
of the iflue of all thefe endeavours in
war and In negociation, and particularly
to bring your obfervations home to yous
own country and your own ufe ; of the
conduct that England held; to her honor
er difhonor, to her advantage or difad-
vantage, in every one of the numerous
and important conjunctures that hap-
pened—ought to be the principal {ubjeét-

QF




Of the Stupy of HisTory. 233
of your lord(hip’s attention in reading
and refleCting-on this part of modern hi-

ftory.

Now to this purpofe you will find it
of great ufe, my lord, when you have a
general plan of the hiftory in your mind,
t0 go over, the whole again in another
method, which I propofe to be this.
Divide the entire period into fuch partis
cular periods as the general courfe of af-
fairs will mark out to you {ufficiently, by
the rife of new conjunctures, of different
{chemes of condu&, and of difterent thea-
tres of action, Examine this period of
hiftory as you would examine a tragedy
or a comedy; that is, take firft the idea
or a general notion of the whole, and
after that examine every a& and every
{cene apart. Confider them in them-
felves, and confider them relatively to
one another. -Read this hiftory as -you
would that of any ancient period ;. but
ftudy it- afterwards, as it would not

be
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be worth your while to ftudy the other s
nay as you could not have in your power
the means of ftudying the other, if the
ftudy was really worth your while. The
former part of this period abounds in
great hiftorians : and the latter part is fo
modern, that even tradition is authentic
enough to fupply the want of good hif-
tory; if we are curious to enquire, and
if we hearken to the living with the fame
impartiality and freedom of judgment as
we read the dead : and he that ddes one
will do the other. The whole period
abounds in' memorials, in collections of
public aéts and monuments, of private
letters, and of treaties. ~All thefe muft
come into your plan of ftudy, my lord :
many not to be red through, but all to
be confulted and compared. * They muft
not lead you, 1 think, to your enquiries,
but your enquiries muft lead you to them.
By joining hiftory and that which we
call the materia hiftorica together in this
manner, and by drawing your informa-
flon
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tion from both, your lordfhip will acquire
not only that knowledge which many
have in fome degtee, of the great tran{-
actions that have pafled, and the great
events that have happened in Europe du<
ring this period, and of their immediate
and obvious caufes and confequences ;
but your lordthip will acquire a much
fuperiar knowledge, and fuch a one as
very few men poﬂ‘efs' almoft in any de-
gree, a knowledge of the true political
{yftem of Europe during this time.”* You
will fee it in it’s primitive principles, in
the conftitutions of governments, the fi-
tuations of countries, their national and
true interefts, the charalters and the re-
ligion of people, and other permanent
circumfitances. You will trace it through
all its fluGuations, and obferve how the
objects vary feldom, but the means per-
petually, according to the different cha-
racters of princes and of thofe who go-
vern ;- the different abilities of thofe who
ferve ; the courfe of accidents, and a
multitude
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gnultitude of other irregular and contin-
gent circumfitances.

Tue particular periods into which the
whole period fhould be divided, in my
opinion, are thefe. 1. From the fifteenth
to the end of the fixteenth - century.
2. From thence to the Pyrenean treaty.
3. From thence down to the - prefent

tune,

Your lordfhip will find this divifion as
apt and as proper, relatively to the parti-
cular hiftories of England, France, Spain,
and Germany; the principal nations con=
cerned, as it is relatively to the general

hiftory of Europe,

T'uk death of queen EL1ZABETH, and
the aceefiion of king James the firft,
made 2 yaft alteration-in the government
of our nation-at home; and in her con-
du& abroad, about the end of the firft
of thefe periods. - The wars:that religion

occafioned,
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occafionéd, and ambition fomented, in
France, through the reigns of FRANCIS
¢the feeond, Crarires the ninth, HENRY
the third, and a part of Hexry the fourth,
ended : and the furies of the league were
crufhed by this great prince, about the
fame time. Pnirip the fecond of Spain
marks this period likewife by his death,
and by the exhaufted condition in which
tie left the monarchy he governed: which
ook the lead no longer in difturbing’ the
peace of mankind; butadted a {fecond part
in abetting the bigotry and ambition ef
Ferpinanp the fecond and the third.
The thirty years war that devafted Ger-
many did not begin till the eighteenth
year of the feventeenth century, but the
feeds of it were fowing fome time before,
and even at the end of the fixteenth.
Frrpinand the firft and MAXITMILIAN
had fhewn much lenity and moderation
in the difputes and troubles that arofe on
account of religion. Under Ropoipaus
and MartTuias, as the fucceflion of

3 their
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their coufin FERDINAND appmachefi,
the fires that were covered began 'to
{fmoak and to f{parkle: and if the war
did not begin with this century, the pre-
paration for it; and the expeétation of it
did.,

Tue fecond period eads in one thou-
fand fix hundred and fixty, the year of
the reftoration of CuarrLes the fecond
to the throne of England; when our
civil wars and all the diforders which
Cromwerr’s ufurpation had produced
were over: and therefore a remarkable
point of time, with refpect to our coun=
try. It is no lefs remarkable with re=
fpett to Germany, Spain, and France.

As to Germany ; the ambitious pz_'oje&s
of the German branch of Auftria had
been entirely defeated, the peace of the
empire had been reftored, and almoft a
new conftitution formed, or an old one
revived, by the treaties of _\V ci’cphalia;

nay
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nay the imperial eagle wasnot only fallen,
but her wings were clipped.

As to Spain; the Spanifh branch was
fallen as low twelve years afterwards, that
is in the year one thoufand fix hundred
and fixty. PuirLip the fecond left his
fucceflfors a ruined monarchy. He left
them fomething worfe ; he left them his
example and his principles of govern-
ment, founded in ambition, in pride, in
ignorance, in bigotry, and all the pe-
dantry of ftate. I have red fomewhere
or other, that the war of the Low Coun-
tries alone coft him, by his own confef-
fion, five hundred and fixty-four millions,
a prodigious- fum in what f{pecies foever
he reckoned., Puirip the third and
Puivie the fourth followed his example
and his principles of government, at home
'a_nd abroad. At home, there was much
form, but no good order, no economy
nor wifdom of policy in the ftate, 'The
chureh continued to devour the ftate, and

that
A
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that monfter the inquifition to difpeople
the country, even more than perpetual
war, and all the numerous colonies that
Spain had fent to the Weft-Indies: for
your lordthip will find that Pripte the
third drove more than nine hundred thou-
fand Morifcoes out of his dommions by
one ¢di@, with fuch circumftances of in-
humanity in the execution of it, as Spa-
niards alone could exercife, and that tri-
bunal, who had provoked' this unhappy
race to revolt, could alene approve. A~
broad, the condu& of thefe princes was
dire€ted by the fame wild {pirit of ambi-
tion : rafh in undertaking tho flow to ex~
ecute, and obftinate in purfuing tho un-
able to fucceed, they opened a new fluice
to fet out the little life and vigour that re-
mained in their monarchy. Pmirip the
fecond is faid to have been piqued againit
his uncle Ferpinaxp, for refufing to
vield the empire to him on the abdica-
tion of CaarLEes the fifth, Certain 1t 15,
that as much as he loved to difturb the

peace
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peace of mankind, and to meddle in every
quarrel that'had the appearance of fup-
porting the Roman, and opprefling every
other church, he meddled little in the

-affairs of Germany. But FerRDINAND

and MaximirLiaN dead, and the off-
{pring of MaximILraN extinét, the kings
of Spain,efpoufed the interefts of the
other branch of their family, entertained
remote views of ambition in favour of
their own branch, even on that fide, and
made all the enterprizes of FerpiNAND
of Gratz, both before and after his eleva-
tion to the empire, the common caufe of
the houfe of Auftria. What completed
their ruin was this: they knew not how
to lofe, nor when to yield. They ac-
knowledged the independency of the
Dutch commonwealth, and became the
allies of their antient {ubjets at the treaty
of Munfter : but they would not forego
their ufurped claim on Portugal, and they
perfifted to carry on fingly the war againft
F¥rance. Thus they were reduced to fuch

Votr. I R )
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a lownefs of power as can hardly be pa-
rallelled in any other cafe: and Puirip
the fourth was obliged at laft to conclude
a peace, on terms repugnant to his incli-
nation, to that of his people, to the in-
tereft of Spain, and to that of all Europe,
in the Pyrenean tteaty.

As to France; this aera of the entire
fall of the Spanith power is likewife that
from which we may reckon that France
arew as formidable as we have feen her
to her neighbours in power and preten-
fions.  Hexry the fourth meditated great
defigns, and prepared to act a great part
in Europe in the very beginning of this
period, when RAvAILLAC ftabbed him.
His defigns died with him, and are rather
guefled at than known ; for furely thofe
which his hiftorian PErerixe and the
compilers of SuLry’s memoridls afcribe
to him, of a chriftian’ commonwealth,
divided into fifteen ftates, and of a fenate
s0.decide all differences, and to maintain

this
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this new conftitution of Europe, are too
chimerical to have been really his :* but
his general defign of abafing the houfe
of Auftria, and eftablithing the fuperior.
power in that of Bourbon, was taken up
about twenty years after his death by
Ricuerieu, and was purfued by him
and by Mazarin with fo much abi-
lity and fuccefs, that it was effe@ted en-
tircly by the treaties of Weftphalia and
by the Pyrenean treaty; that is, at the
end of the fecond of thofé periods I have
prefumed to propofe to your lordfhip.

WaeN the third, in which we now
are, will end, and what circumftances
will mark the end of it, I know not:
but this I know, that the great events
and revolutions, which have happened in
the courfe of it, intereft us ftill more
nearly than thofe of the two precedent
periods. I intended to have drawn up
an elenchus or fummary of the three,
but I doubted on further refletion, whe-

R z ther
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ther my memory would enable me to do
it with exacinefs enough : and I {aw that
if T was able to do it, the deduction
would be immeafurably long. Some-
thing of this kind however it may be
reafonable to attempt, in {peaking of the
laft period: which may hereafter occa-
fion a further trouble to your lordfhip.

BuT to give you fome breathing-time,
I will poftpone it at prefent, and am in

the mean while,
My LoRuD,

Your, &e.

LET-
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A feetch of the fate and hiftory of Eu-
rope from the Pyrencan treaty zn one
thoufand fix bundred -and fifty-nine, to
the year one thoufand fix bundred and
eighty-eight.

HE firft obfervation 1 fhall make

on this third period of modern hi-
{tory is, that as the ambition of CuaARLES
the fifth, who united the whole formi-~
dable power of Auftria in himfelf; and
the reftlefs temper, the cruelty and bi-
gotry of Puirip the fecond, were prin-
cipally objg&s of phe attention and . {olici-
tude of the councils of Europe, in the
firft. of thefe periods; and as the ambi-
tion of FERDINAND the fecond, and the
third, who gimed at nothing lefs than
extirpating the proteftant intereft, and
under that pretence {fubduing the liber-
ties of Germany, were obje@s of the fame

R 3 kind
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kind in the fecond: fo an oppofition to
the growing power of France, or to {peak
more properly to the exorbitant ammbition
of the houfe of Bourbon, has been the
principal affair of Europe, during the
greateft part of the prefent period.” The
defign of afpiring to univerfal monarchy
was imputed to Cuarres the fifth, as
foon as he began to give proofs of his
ambition and capacity. The fame defign
was imputed to Lewrs the fourteenth,
as foon as he began to feel his. own
ftrength, and the weaknefs of his neigh-
bours. Neither of thefe princes was in-
duced, T believe, by the flattery of his
courtiers, or the apprehenfions of his ad-
verfaries; to entertain fo chimerical a de-
fien as this would have been, even in
that falfe fenfe wherein the word univer=
fal is 10 often underftood : and I miftake
very much if either of them was of a
charadter, or in circumftances, to under-
take it;  Both of them had ftrong defires
to raife their familics higher, and to ex-

tend
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tend their dominions farther ; but neither
of them had that bold and adventurous
ambition which makes a eonqueror and
an hero. Thefe apprehenfions however
were given wifely, and taken ufefully.
They cannot be given nor taken too {foon
when fuch powers as thefe arife; be-
caufe when fuch powers as thefe are be-
fieged as it were early, by the common
policy and watchfulne(s of their neigh-
bours, each of them may in his tumn
of ftrength fally forth, and gain a little
ground ; but none of them will be able
to pufh their conquefts far, and much
lefs to confummate the entire projects of
their ambition. ~ Befides the occafional
oppofition that was given to CHARLES
the fifth by our HEnrY the eighth, ac-
cording to the different moods of humor
he was in; by the popes, according to
the feveral turns of their private intereft ;
and by the princes of Germany, accord-
ing to the occafions or pretences that re-
ligion or civil liberty furnifhed ; he had

R 4 from
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from his firft fetting out a rival and an
enemy in Francis the firft, who ‘did
not maintain his caufe in forma pauperis,
if I may ufe fuch an expreffion: as we
have {een the hounfe of Auftria {ue, in our
days, for dominion at the gate of every
pahce in Europe. Francrs the firft was
the principal in his own quarrels, paid
his own armies, fought his own battlesy
and tho his valour alone did not hinder
Cuarvzs the fifth from fubduing all Eu-
rope, as BAYLE, a better philologer than
politician, fomewhere afferts, but a mul-
titude of other circumftances eafily to be
traced _in ‘hiftory ; yet he contributed by
his victories, -and even by his defeats, to
wafte the firength and check the courfe
of that growing power. LEewis the four-
teenth had no rival of this kind in the
houfe of Auftria, nor indeed any enemy
of this importance to combat, till the
prince of Or ANGE became king of Great-
Britain: and he had great advantages in
many other refpects, which it is neceflary

tQ
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to confider in order to mikea true judg=
ment on the affairs of El.iro’pf.: from' the
year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty-
You will difcover the firft of thefe ad-
vantages, and fuch as were produdtive
of all the reft, in the condué& of RicHE=
p1ru and of MazARIN.  RICHELIEU
formed the great defign, and laid the
foundations: Mazarin purfued the de-
fign, and raifed the fuperftructure. X
do not deceive myfelf extremely, there
are few paflages in hiftory that deferve
your lordfhip’s attention more than the
conduét that the firft and greateft of thefe
minifters held, in laying the foundations
I fpeak of. You will obferve how he
helped to embroil affairs on every fide,
and to keep the houfe of Auftria at baj
as it were ; how he entered into the quar-
rels of Italy againft Spain, into that con-
cerning the Valteline, and that concern-
ing the fucceffion of Mantua ; without
engaging fo deep as to divert him from

another great obje@ of his policy, fubdu-
ing
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ing Rochelle and difarming the Hugue-
nots.  You will obferve how he turned
himfelf, after this was done, to ftop the
progrefs of FERDINAND in Germany:
Whilft Spain fomented difcontents at the
court and diforders in the kingdom of
France, byall poffible means, even by
taking engagements with the duke of
Rﬂhah, and for fupporting the prote=
ftants; RicueLIEu abetted the fame in-
tereft in Germany againft FERDINAND ;
and in the Low Countries againft Spain.
The emperor was become almoft the
mafter in Germany. CHRISTIAN the
fourth, king of Denmark, had been at
the head of a league, wherein the United
Provinces, Sweden, and lower Saxony en-
tered to oppofe his progrefs : but CHRI-
sT1AN had been defeated by TiLLy and
VarsTeiN, and obliged to conclude a
treaty at Lubec, where FERDINAND gave
him.the law. It was then that GusTa-
vus ApoLrpHuS, with whom RICHELIEU

made an alliance, entered into this war
and
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and foon turned the fortune of it.. The
French minifter had not yet engaged his
mafter openly in the war; but'when the
Dutch grew impatient and threatned to
renew their truce with Spain, - unlefs
France declared ; when the king of Swe-
den was killed and the battle of Nord-
lingen loft; when Saxony had turned
again, to the fide of the emperor, and
Brandenburg and fo many others had
followed this example, that Heffe almoft
alone perfifted in the Swedith alliance:
then RicHELIEU engaged his mafter, and
profited of every circumitance which the
conjuncture afforded, to-engage him with
advantage. For firft he had a double
advantage by engaging fo late: that of
coming frefh. into the quarrel againft a
wearied and almoft exhaufted enemy;
and that of yielding to the impatience of
his friends, who préfTed by their necefli-
ties;and by the want they had of France,
gave this minifter an opportunity of lay-
ing thofe claims and eftablithing thofe

preten-
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pretenfions, in all his treaties with Hol-
land, Sweien, and the princes and {tates
of the empire, on*which he had projected
the future ﬂggmndifément of France. " The
manner in which he engaged, and the air
thiat he'give to his engagement, were ad-
vantages of the {econd fort, advantages of
eputation and erédits-yet were'thefe-of
no Tmall moment- in” the courfe of the
wat, and operated ftrongly in favour of
France a5 he defigned they thould, even
after his dea!.h,-and at and after the trea-
tics of Weftphala. - He varnifhed ambi-
tion with the moft plaufible and popular
pretences. - Theelector of Treves had put
him{elf under the protection of France :
and; if T remeémber right, he made this
ttep when the emperor could not protect
him' againft the Swedes, whom he had
reafon’ to apprehend..  No -matter,. the
governor of Luxemburg was ordered to
jurprize Treves and to feize the elector.
He executed his orders with fuccefs, and
carried this prince prifoner into Brabant,
RiICHELIEU
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RicuerLieu feized the lucky circum-
ftance ; -he reclaimed the elector = and,
on the refufal of the cardinal Infant, the
war was declared. = France, you fee, ap-
peared the common friend of hberty,
the defender of it in the Low. Countries
againft the king of Spain, and in Ger-
many againft the emperor, as well as the
protetor of the princes—of the empire,
many of whofe ftates had been illegally
invaded, and whofe . perfons were- no
longer fafe from violence even in their
own palaces, = All thefe appearances were
kept up .in the negotiations at Munfter,
where MAazArIN reaped what RicHE-
r1icu had fowed. The demands that
France made for herfelf were very great ;
but the conjunéure was favourable, and
fhe improved it to the utmoft. No figure
could be more flattering than her’s, at
the head of thefe negotiations; nor more
mortifying than the emperor’s through
the whole courfe of the treaty. . The
princes and ftates of the empire had been

treated
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treated as vaflals by the emperor : Frahce
determined them to treat with him on
this occafion as fovereigns, and fupported
them in this determination. Whilft Swe-
den feemed concerned for the proteftant
intereft alone, and fthewed 1o other re-
gard as the had no other alliance ; France
affected to be impartial alike to the pro-
teftant and to the papift, and to have no
intereft at hedrt but the common intereft
of ‘the Germanic - body. Her demands
were exceflive, but they were fo be fa-
tisfied principally out of the emperor’s
patrimonial dominions. It had been the
att of her minifters fo eftablifh this ge-
neral maxim on thany particular experi-
ences, that the grandeur of France was
a real, and would be a conflant fecurity
to the' rights' and liberties of the empire
agaiﬁﬂ: the émperor : and if is no wonder
therefore, this maxim prevailing, inju-
ries, refentments and jedloufies being frefh
on one fide, and fervices, obligations and
confidence on the other, that the Ger-

mans
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mans were not unwilling France thould
extend her empire on this fide of the
Rhine, whilft Sweden did the fame on
this fide of the Baltic. Thefe treatiés,
and the immenfe credit and influence that
France had acquired by them in the em-~
pire, put it out of the power of one
branch of the houfe of Auflria to return
the obligations of ‘afliftance-to-the other,
in the war that continuéd betweén France
and Spain, till the Pyrenean treaty. By
this treaty the fuperiority of the houfe of
Bourbon over the houfe of :Auftria-was
not only completed and confirmed, but
the great defign of wuniting the Spanifh
and the French monarchies under the
former was laid.

Tae third period therefore begins by

a great change of the balance-of power
in Europe, and by the profpe& of one
much greater and more fatal. Before 1
defcend into the particulars I intend.te
mention, of the courfe of affairs, and of
2 the
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the political conduét of the great powers
of Europe in this third pericdj give me
deave to caft my eyes once moré back on
the fecond. he refle@tion I am going
to make feems to me important; and
Ieads to all that is to follow:

Tue Dutch made their peace feparate-
Iy ‘at Muniter with Spain, who acknow-
ledged then the fovereignty and indepen-
dency ‘of - their commonwealth:  The
French, who had been, after our Er1-
ZABETH, their principal” {upport, re-
proached them feverely for this breach
of faith. . They excufed themfelves in
the beft manner, and by the beft reafons,
they could. All this your lordthip will
find in the monuments of that time.
Bt I think-it not improbable that they
had a motive you will not find there,
and which it was not proper to give as a
reafon or excufe to the French. Might
not the wife men amo'ngﬂ; them confider

even then, befides the immediate:advan=
tﬂges

=
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gages that accrued by this treaty to their
commonwealth, that the imperial power
was fallen ; that the power of Spain was
valtly reduced ; that the houfe of Auftria
was nething more than the fhadow of a
great name, and that the houfe of Bour-
bon was advancing, by large ftrides, to a
degree of power as exorbitant, and as for-
midable as that of the other family had
been in the hands of CuarLEs the fifth,
of Puirip the fecond, and lately of the
two FErRDINANDS ! Might they not fore-
fee even then what happened in the
courfe of very few years, when they
were obliged for their own fecurity to
affift their old enemies the Spaniards
againft their old friends the French? I
think they might. Our CuArLEs the
firft was no great politician, and yet he
feemed to difcern that the_balance of
power was turning in favour of France,
fome years before the treaties of Weft-
phalia. He refufed to be neuter, and
threatned to take part with $pain, if the

Vor. L S French
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French purfaed the defign of befieging
Dunkirk and Graveline,: according to 4
concert taken between them and ‘the
Dutch, and in purfuance of a treaty
for- dividing the Spanifh Low Coun-
tries, which Rrcurrizu had negotiated.
Croviwrir either did ‘not difcern this
turn-of the balance of power, long after-
wards when it was much more vifible;
or, difcerning it, he was induced by rea-
fons of private intereft to-act againft the
oeneral intereft of Europe. CROMWELL
joined  with France againft’ Spain, and
tho' he got- Jamaica and Dunkirk, he
diove ‘the- Spaniards into a necefiity of
making 2 peace’ with' France, that has
difturbed the peace of the world almoft
fourfcore years, and the confequences of
which have well-nigh: beggared in ‘ouf
times theniation he enflaved in his. There
is -2 tradition, I have heard.it-from per«
{ons swho lived in: thofe days, and I beheve
it ramefrom TrurLo, that CROMWELL
was in treaty.with Spain, and ready-to
tarn



and State: of EvuRorE, 250

turn  his: arms. againft France when he
died. If this fa& was certain, as little
as I honor his memory, 1 fhould have
fome: regret that he died fo {foon. “But
whatever his intentions were, we muft
charge the Pyrenean treaty, and the fatal
confequences of 'it, in great meafure to
his account. . The Spaniards abhorred
the thought of marrying their Infanta to
Lewis ‘the fourteenth. It was on this
point- that they broke the negotiation
Lionng had begun: and your lordthip
will perceive, that if they refumed it af-
terwards, and offered the marriage they
had before rejected, CromwEeLL’s league
with France was a principal inducement
to this alteration of their refolutions.

TrE precife point at which the fcalés
of power turn, like that of the folftice
in either tropic, is imperceptible to com--
mon obfervation : and, in one cafe as in’
the other, fome progrefs muft be made
in the new direction, before the change

S 2 is
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is perceived. ~ They who arein the fink~
ing fcale, for in the political balance of
power, unlike to all others, the fcale that
is empty finks, and: that which is fulk
rifes ; they who are in the finking feale
do not eafily come off from the habitual
prejudices of {uperior wealth or power,
or ikill or courage, nor from the con-
fidence® that thefe prejudices infpire.
They who-are in the rifing {cale do not
immediately feel their firength, nor af-
fume that confidence in it which fuccefss
ful experience gives them afterwards.
They who are the moft concerned to
watch the variations of this-balance, mif-
judge often in the {ame manner, and
from the fame prejudices.. They confi-
nue to dread a power no longer able to
hurt them; or they continue to have no
apprehenfions of a power that grows daily
more formidable. Spaia verified the firfk
obfervation at the end of the fecond pe-
tiod, when proud and poor, and enter=
prifing and fecble, the ftill thought her-
{elf
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gelf a match for France. France verified
the fecond obfervation at the beginning
of the third period, witen the triple alli-
ance {topped the progrefs of her arms,
which alliances much meore confiderable
swere not able to effe& afterwards. The
other principal powers of Europe, in their
turns, have werified the third obferva-
gion in both its parts, through the whole
courfe of this period.

Wauen LeEwis the fourteenth took the
adminiftration of affairs into his own
hands, about the year ene thoufand fix
hundred and fixty, he was in the prime
of his age, and had what princes feldom
have, the advantages of youth and thofe
of experience together. Their- educa-
tion is generally bad; for which reafon
royal birth, that gives a right to the
throne among ether people, gave an ab-
folute exclufion from it among the Ma-
malukes. His was in all refpects, except
one, as bad as that of other princes. He

S 3 jefted
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jefted fometimes- on his own ignorance,
and thete were other defe&ts in his cha-
raéter owing to his education, which he
did not fee.’ But MAazAriN had initia=
ted him betimes in the myfteries of his
policy.. He had feen a great part of thofe
foundations ‘laid; on which he was to
raife -the fabric of his future grandeur:
and as MAzarin finithed the work that

RicueL1EU began, he had the leflons of

one, and the examples of both, to in-
fira@ him. He had acquired habits of
fecrecy and method, in bufinefs; of ‘re=
ferve,” difcretion, decency and dignity, in
behaviour.  If he was not the greateft
king, he was the beft actor 'of majefty at
teaft that ever filled a throne., He by no
means wanted that courage’ ‘which is
commonly called bravery, tho the want"

of it was imputed to him in the midft of
his greateft triumphs: nor that other
courage, lefs oftentatious and more rarely
found, calm, fteady, perfevering. refolu=
tion ; which feems to arife lefs from the.
tempcer
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temper of the body;and is t herefore called
courage of the mind. He had them both
moft: certainly, and I could _producc un-
qucfhonable anecdotes in proof. He was
in one word much fuperior to any prince
with whom he had to do, when he be-
gan to govern. He was furrounded with
great captains bred in former wars, and
with - great minifters bred .in the {fame
{chool as himfelf. They who had worked
under MazariN, worked on the fame
plan under him; and as they had the
advantages of genius and experience over
moft of the minifters of other countries,
fo they had another advantage over thole
who were equal or fuperior to them : the
advantage of ferving a mafter whofe ab-
folute power was cftablithed; and the
advantage of a fituation wherein they
might exert their whole capacity without
contradi@ion ; over that, for inllance,
wherein your lordfhip’s great grand-fa-
ther was placed, at-the fame tume in
England, and Joun pe Wit in Holland,

Ok ; Among
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Among thefe minifters, CoLBBRT muft
be mentioned particularly upon this oc-
_cafion; becaufe it was he who improved
the wealth, and confequently the power
of France extremely, by the order he
put into the finances, and by the encou-
ragement he gave to trade and manufac-
tures. - The foil, the climate, the fitua-
tion of France, the ingenuity, the indu-
ftry, the vivagity of her inhabitants are
fuch; fhe has fo little want of the pro-
duc of other countries, and other coun-
trics have fo many real or imaginary
wants to be fupplied by her; that when
the is not at war with all her neighbours,
when her domeftic quiet is' preferved
and any tolerable adminiftration of go-
vernment prevails, the muft grow rich
at the expence of thofe who trade, and
even of thofe who do not open a trade,
with her. Her bawbles, her modes, the
follies and extravagancies of her luxury,
coft England, about the time we are
fpeaking of, little lefs than eight hundred

thoufand
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thoufand poumnds fterling a year, and
other nations in their proportions. CorL-
serRT made the moft of all thefe advan-
tageous circumftances, and whilit he filled
the national {punge, he taught his fuc-
ceflors how to fqueeze it ; a fecret that
he repented having difcovered, they fay,
when he faw the immenfe fums that
were neceflary to fupply the growing
magnificence of his mafter.

Tuis was the charaGer of LEwis the
fourteenth, and this was the fiate of his
kingdom at the beginning of the prefent
period. If his power was great, his pre-
tenfions were ftill greater. He had re-
nounced, and the infanta with his con-
{ent had renounced; all right to the fuc-
ceflion of Spain, in the ftrongeft terms
that the precaution of the councils of
Madrid could contrive, No matter ; he
confented to thefe renunciations, but your
lordfhip will find by the letters of Ma=
zARIN and by other memorials, that he

3 acted
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aéted on the contrary principle, from the
firft, 'which he avowed {oon afterwards.
Such a2 power, and fuch pretenfions;
fhould have given, one would think, an
immediate alarm:-to the reft of Europe.
Prrrip the fourth was broken and de-.
cayed, like the monarchy he-governed.
One of his fonsdied, as T remember, du~
ring the negotiations that preceded the
year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty :
and the furvivor, who was CuarLES the
fecond, rather languithed than lived from
the cradle to the grave. So dangerous-
a contingency, therefore, as the union
of the two monarchies of France and:
Spain-being in view forty years together ;
one ‘would imagine, that the principal
powers of Europe had the means of pre-
venting it conftantly in view during the
fame time. But it was otherwife. ‘France
a&ed very fyftematically from the year
one thoufand fix hundred and fixty, to
the death of king Cuarres the fecond

of Spain.. She never loft fight of her
great
-
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great objec, the fucceffion to the whole
Spanifh monarchy ; -and fhe accepted the
will of the king of Spain in favour of the
duke of Anjou. As fhe never loft fight
of her great objeé during this time, fo
the loft no opportunity of increafing her
power, while the waited for that of fuc-
cceding in her pretenfions. The two
branches of Auftria were in no:condition
of making a confiderable oppofition to
her defigns and attempts. Holland, who
of all ‘other powers was the moft con-
cerned to oppofe them, was at that time
under: two influences that hindered her
from purfuing her true intereft. - Her
true intereft was to have ufed her utmoft
endeavours to unite clofely and intimately
with England on the reftoration of king
CuarvrEs. . She did the very. contrary.
Jouxn pe Wi, at the head of the Louve-
ftein faGion, governed. The intereft of
Liis party was'to keep the houfe of Orange
down: he courted therefore the friend-

fhip of France, and neglected that of
England.
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England. The alliance between our na-
tion and the Dutch was renewed, I think,
in one thoufand fix hundred and fixty=
two ; but the latter had made a defenfive
league with France a little before, on the
{uppofition principally of a war with Eng-
land.  The war became inevitable very
foon. CromwerL had chaftifed them
for their ufurpations in trade and the out-
rages and cruelties they had committed
but he had not cured them., The fame
fpirit continued in the Dutch, the fame
refentments in the Englifh : and the pique
of merchants became the pique of nations.
France entered into the war en the fide
of Holland ; but the little affiftance fhe
gave the Dutch thewed plain enough that
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her intention was to make thefe twa
powers wafte their ftrength againft one
another, whilft fhe extended her con-
quefts in the Spanith Low Countries,
Her invafion of thefe provinces obliged
De Wit to change his conduét.. Hi-
therto he had been attached to Francein

the
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¢he clofeft manner, had led his republic
to ferve all-the purpofes of France, and
had renewed with the marfhal D’EsTR A<
pEs a projedt of dividing the Spanifh Ne-
therlands between France and Holland,
that had been taken up formerly, when
Ricueriev made ufe of it to flatter their
ambition, and to enzage them to prolong
the war againft Spain,” A project not un-
fike to that which was held out to them
by the famous preliminaries, and the ex-
travagant barrier-treaty, in one thoufand
feven hundred and nine ; and which en~
gaged them to continue 2 war on the
principle of ambition, into which they
had entered with more reafonable and
more moderate views.

As the private interefts of the two D=
Wits hindered that common-wealth
from being on her guard, as early as
fhe ought to have been againft France;
fo the miftaken policy of the court of
England, and the fhort views, and the

profufe




270 A Sketch of the HisTory
profufe - temper’ of the prince who go-
verned, gave great advantages to LEwis
the fourteenth in" the purfuit of his de-
figns.. He bought Dunkirk: and your
lordfhip knows how great a clamour was
raifed on that occafion againft your noble
anceftor; asif he alone had been.anfwer-
able for the meafare, and his intereft had
been concerned in it. I have heard our
late friend Mr. GEeRGE CLARK quote 2
witnefs, who was quite unexceptionable,
but T canriot recal his name at prefent,
who many years after all thefe tranfac-
tions, and the death of my lord Cra-
RENDON, affirmed, that the earl of Sand-
wich had owned to him, that he himfelf
gave his opinion among many others,
officers, and minifters, for felling Dun-
kirk. Thci_r ‘reafons could not be gobd,
I prefume to fay ; but feveral that might
be plaufible at that time are eafily guef-
fed. A Prince like King CuaRLES, who
would have made as many bad bargains
2 as
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s ANy young i’pcndthrift for money, find-~
ing himfelf - thus backed, we may ufiure
ourfelves was peremptorily determined to
{cll: and whatever- your great grand-fa-
ther’s opinion was, this I am able to pro=
nounce upon my OWn experience, that
his treaty for the fale is no proof he was
‘of opinion to fell. " When the refolution
of felling was once taken, to whom could
the fale be made ? to the Dutch ? No,
This meafure would have been at leaft as
impolitic, and in that moment perhap:,
more odious than the other. ‘To the
Spaniards? They were unable to buy:
and as low as their power was funk, the
pimupla of oppofing it ftill PlLVJ.llL,d 1
have fometimes thought that the -Spa-
niards, who were forced to make peace
with Portugal and to renounce all claim
to that crown, four or five years after-
wards, might have been induced to take
this ‘refolution then; if the rcgaining
Dunkirk without any expence had been
a condition propofed to them: and that
the
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the Portuguefe, who notwithftanding
their alliance with England and the indi-
rect fuccours that France afforded them,
were little able, after the treaty efpecia
ally, to fupport a war againft Spain,
might have been induced to pay the price
of Dunkirk; for fo great an advantage as
immediate peace with Spain, and the ex-
tinction of all foreign pretences on their

crown. But this fpeculation, concern-
ing events fo long ago pafied, is not
much to the purpofe here. I proceed
therefore to obferve that notwithftanding
the fale of Dunkirk, and the fecret lean=
ings of our court to that of France, yet
England was firflt to take the alarm, when
L.ewis the fourteenth invaded the Spa-
nifh Netherlands in one thoufand fix hun-
dred and fixty feven: and the triple al-
liance was the work of an Englith Mini-
fter. It was time to take this alarm ; for
from the moment that the king of France
claimed a right to the county of Burgun-
dy, the dutchy of Brabant, and other

portione
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portions of the low countries, as devol-
ved on lis queen by the death of her fa-
ther Puicre the fourth, he pulled off the
mafk entirely. - Volumes were writ to-ef-
tablith, and to refute this fuppofed right.
Your lordfhip no doubt will look into a
controverfy that has employed To many
pens and {o many {words; and I believe
you will think it-was f{ufficiently bold in
the French, to argue {rom cuftoms, that
regulated the courfe of private fucceffions
in certain provinces, to a right of fucceed-
ing to the fovereignty of thofe provinces:
and to affert the divifibility of the Spanifh
monarchy, with the fame breath with
which they afferted the indivifibility of
their own ; altho the proofs in one cafe
were juft as good as the proofs in the
other, and the fundamental law of indi-
vifibility was at -leaft as good a law in
Spain, as cither this or the falique law
was in France. But however proper it
might be for the French and Aufirian
pens. to enter into Jong difcuflions, and

Yor. L 3 to
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to appeal on this great occafion to the reft
of Europe; the reft of Europe had a
dhort objeGtion to make to the plea of
France, which no fophifms, no quirks of
law could evade. Spain accepted the re-
nunciations as a real fecurity : France
gave them as fuch to Spain, and in efteck
to the reft of Europe. If they had not
been thus given and thus taken, the Spa-
niards would not have married their In-
fanta to the king of France, whatever
diftrefs they might have endured by the
prolongation of the war. Thefe renun-
clations were repunciations of all rights
what{oever to the whole Spanifh monar-
¢hy, and-to every part of it. The pro-’
vinces claimed by France at this time
were parts of it. To claim them, was
therefore to claim the whole; for if the
renunciations were no bar to the rights
accruing to MARY THER ESA on the death
of her father Puirip the fourth, neither
could they be any to the rights that would
sccrne to her and her children, on'the

3 death
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dedth of her brother CHARLES the fe-
cond : an unhealthful youth, and who
at ‘this inftant was in immediate danger
of dying; for to all the complicated di=
ftempers he brought into the world with
him, the f{mall-pox was added. Your
lordfhip fees how the fatal contingency
of uniting the two monarchies of France
and Spain ftared ‘mankind in the face;
and yet nothing that I can remember was
done to prevent it : not fo much asa gua=
ranty given, or a declaration made, ta
affert the validity of thefe renunciations,
and for fecuring the effeé of them.
The triple alliance indeed ftopped the
progrefs of the French arms, and pro-
duced the treaty of Aix la Chapelle. But
England, Sweden, and Bolland, the con-
tradting powers in this alliance, feemed
to look, and probably did look, no farther.
France kept a great and important part
of what the had furprized, or ravifhed,
or purshafed; for we cannot fay with any
propriety that fhe conquered: and the

5 B Spa-
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Spaniards were obliged to fet all they
{faved to the account of gain. The Ger~
man branch of Auftria had been reduced
very low in power and in credit under
FerpiNnanD the third, by the treaties
of Weftphalia, as I have faid already.
Lrw s the fourteenth maintained, during
many years, the influence thefe treatics
had given him among the princes and
{lates of the empire. The famous capi-
tulation made at Frankfort on the elec-
tion of LEoroLD, who fucceeded FERr-
pINAND about the year one thoufand fix
hundred and fifty-feven, was encouraged
by the intrigues of France: and the
power of France was looked upon as the
iole power that could ratify and fecure
cifectually the obfervation of the condi-
uons then made. The league of the
Rhine was not renewed 1 believe afier
the year one thoufand fix hurdred and
fixty-fix ; but tho this league was not
renewed, yet fome of thefe princes and
fiates continued mn their-old engazements

vith
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with France: whillt others took new
engagements on particular occafions, ac-
cording as private and fometimes very
paultry interefts, and the emiffaries of
France in all their little courts, difpofed
them. In fhort the princes of Germany
thewed no alarm at the grewing ambi-
tion and power of LEwis the fourteenth,
but contributed to encourdge one, and to
confirm the other. In fuch a ftate of
things the German branch was little able
to affift the Spanifh branch againft France,
cither in the war that ended by the Py-
renean treaty, or in that we are {peaking
of here, the fhort war that began in one
thoufand fix hundred and fixty-feven, and
was ended by the treaty of Aix la Cha-
pelle, in one thoufand fix hundred and
fixty-cight, But it was not this alone
that difabled the Emperor from acting
with vigour in the caufe of his family
then, nor that has rendered the houfe of
Auftria a dead weight upon all her allies
ever fince, Bigotry, and its infeparable

T3 com-
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companion, cruelty, as well as the tyranny
and avarice of the court of Vienna, created
in thofe days, and has maintained in ours,
almoft a perpetual diverfion of the impe-
vial arms from all effeGual oppofition to
France. T mean to fpeak of the traubles
in Hungary. Whatever they became in
their progrefs, they were caufed origi-
nally by the ufurpations and perfecutions
of the emperor : and when the Hunga-
rians were called rebels firft, they were
called fo for no other reafon than this;
that they would not be flaves. The do-
minion of the emperar being lefs {up-
portable than that of the Tuiks, this un-
happy people opened a door to the latter
to infeft the empire, inftead of making
their country what it had been before,
a barrier againft the Ottoman power,
France became a fure, tho fecret ally of
the Turks, as well as the Hungarians,
and has found her account in it, by keep-
ing the emperor in perpetual alarms.on
ghat fide, while fhe has ravaged the em~
pits
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pire-and the Low Countries on the other.
Thus we faw, thirty-two years ago, the
arms of France and Bavaria in poflefiion
of Paffau, and the malcontents of Hun-
gary in the {uburbs of Vienna. In-.a
word, when Lewis the fourteenth made
the firft effay of his power, by the war
of one thoufand fix hundred and fixty-
feven, and founded as it were the coun-
cils of Europe concerning his pretenfions
on the Spanifth {uceeflion, he found his
power to be great beyond what his neigh-
bours or even he perhaps thought it :
great by the wealth, and greater by the
wnited {pirit of his people ; greater frilk
by the ill policy, and divided interefts
that governed thofe who: had a fuperiot
common inteceft to oppofe him. He
found that the members of the triple
alliance did not fee, or feeing did not
think proper to bwn that they faw, the
injuftice, and the confequence of his
pretenfions. They contented themfelves
to give to Spain-an act of guaranty for
| T 4 fecuring
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fecuring the execution of the treaty of
Aix la Chapelle. He knew even then
how ill the guaranty would be obferved:
by two of them at leaft, by England and
by Sweden. - The treaty itfelf was no=
thing more than a compofition between
the bully and the bullied. Tournay, and
Lifle, and Doway, and other places that
I have forgot, were yielded to him : and
" he reftored the county of Burgundy, ac-
cording to the option that Spain made,
againft the intereft and the expectation
too of the Dutch, when an option was
forced izpon her. 'The king ‘of Spain
compounded for his pofieffion : but the
emperor compounded at the fame time
for his fucceflion, by a private eventual
treaty of partition, which the commander
of Gremonville, and the count of Averf-
berg figned at Vienna., The fame Lro-
PoLD, who exclaimed fo loudly in one
thoufand fix hundred and ninety eight
- againft any partition of the Spanifh mo=
narchy, and refufed to fubmit to-that

' which
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which England and Holland ‘had then
made, made one himfelf in one thoufand
fix hundred and fixty eight; ‘with fo lit-
tle regard to thefe two powers, that the
whole ten provinces were thrown into
the lot of France.

TaERE is no room to wonder if {uch
experience as Lrwrs the fourteenth had

upon this occafion, and fuch aface of af=

fairs in Europe,  raifing his hopes, raifed
his ambition : and if, in making Peace at
Aix la Chapelle, he meditated 2 new
war, the war of one thoufand fix hun-
dred and feventy two; the preparations
he made for it by negotiations in all
parts, by alliances wherever he found in-
greflion, and by the increafe of his for=
ces, were: equally proofs of ability, in-
duftry and power. - I {hall not defcend
info thefe particulars : your lordfhip will
find them pretty well detailed in the me-
morials of that time. But one of theal=
liances he made I muft mention, tho 1

mention
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mention it with the utmoft regret and
indignation.- England was fatally en-
gaged to at a part in this confpiracy a-
gainft the peace and the liberty of Eu-
rope : nay, againft her own peace and
her own liberty ; for a bubble’s part it
was, equally wicked and impolitic. Fors=
give the terms I ufe, my lord : none can
be too ftrong. The principles of the
triple alliance, juft and wife, and worthy
of a king of England, were laid afide.
Then, the progrefs of the French arms
was to be checked, the ten provinces
were to be faved, and by faving them
the barrier of Holland was to be prefer-
ved. Now we joined our councils and
our arms to thofe of France, in a projedt
that could not be carried on at all, as it
was eafy to forefec and as the .event
thewed, unlefs it was carried on againit
Spain, the emperor, and moft of the
princes of Germany, as well asthe Duatch;
and which ecould not be carricd on fue=
ccfsfully, without leaving the ten pro-

vinces
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winces entirely at the mercy of France, and
giving her pretence and opportunity of
ravaging the empire, and extending her
conquefts on the Rhine. The medal of
Van BeuniNGHEN, and other pretences
that France took for attacking the ftates
of the low countries, were ridiculous:
They impofed on no one : and the true
obje of LEwIs the fourteenth:was ma-
nifeft to all.  But what could a king of
England mean? CuarLEs the {fecond had
reafons of refentment againit the Dutch,
and juft ones too no doubt. Among the
reft, it was not eafy for him to forget the
affront he had fuffered and the lofs he
had fuftained, when, depending on the
peace that was ready to be figned, and
that was figned at Breda in July, he ne-
gle@ed to fit out his fleet : and when that
of Holland, commanded by RuvTER,
with Cornerius D Wit on board as
deputy or commiffioner of the ftates,
burnt his thips at Chatham in June, The
famous perpetual edict, as 1t was called

but
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but did not prove in the event, againtt the
ele€tion of 'a ftate-holder, which Jomn
D" Wi promoted, carried, and obliged
the prince of Orange to {wear to maintain
a- very few days after: the conclufion of
the peace at Breda, might be another
motive in the breaft of king CrarLes the
fecond:i:as it was certainly a preténce‘of
revenge on the Dutch, or at leaft on the
De . Wirs and the Louveftein fa&ion
that ruled almofk defpotically in that com-
mon-wealth. But it is plain that neither
thefe reafoms, nor others of a more aritient
date, determined him to this . alliance
with France; fince he contracted the tri-
ple alliance within four or five months
after the two events, I have mentioned,
happened: 'What then did he mean?
Did he mean to acquire one of the feven
provinces, and divide them, as the Dutch
had twice treated for the divifion of the
ten, with France? I believe not; but this
I believe, that his inclinations were fa-
vourable to the popifh intereft in general;
and
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and that he meant to make himfelf more
abfolute at home ; that he thought it ne-
ceffary to this end to humble the Dutch,
to_reduce their power, and perhaps to
ehange the form of their government; to
deprive his fubjeéts of the correfpondence
with a neighbouring proteftant and free
flate, and of all hope of fuccour and fup-
port from thence in their:oppofition to
him; in a word to abett the defigns of
France on the continent, that France
might abett his defigns on his own king-
dom. This I fay I believe,*nd this I
thould venture to affirm; if I had in my
hands to produce, and was at liberty to
quote, the private relations I have red
formerly, drawn up by thofe who were
no enemies to fuch defigns, and on the
authority of thofe who were parties to
them. But whatever king CHARLES the
{econd meant, certain it is, that his con-
duct eftablithed the fuperiority of France
in Europe,

Butr
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BuT this charge however muit not be
confined to him alone. Thofe who were
nearer the danger, thofe who were ex-
pofed to the immediate attacks of France,
and even thofe who were her rivals for
the fame fucceffion, having either affifted
her, or engaged to remain neuters. A
firange fatality prevailed, and produced
fuch a conjunéture as can hardly be pa-
rallelled in hiftory.  Your lordfhip will
obferve with aftonifhment, even in the
beginningyof the year one thoufand fix
hundred and feventy two, all the neigh-
bours of France acting as if they had no-
thing to fear from her, and fome as if
they had much to hope, by helping her
to opprefs the Dutch and fharing with
her the fpoils of that common-wealth.
Delenda eft Carthago, was the ery in
England, and feemed too a maxim on
the continent.

In
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In the courfe of the fame year, -you
will obferve that all thefe powers took the
alarm, and began to unite in oppofition to
France. Even England thought it time to
interpofe in favour of the Dutch, The
confequences of this alarm, of this fud-
den turn in the policy of Europe, and of
that which bappened by the maffacre of
the DE WiTs, and the elevation of the
prince of Orange in the government of
the feven provinces, faved thefe provin-
ces, and ftopped the rapid progrefs of the
arms of France. Lewis the fourteenth
indeed f{urprifed the feven provinces in
this war, as he had furprifed the ten in
that of onec.thoufand fix hundred and fixty
feven, and ravaged defencelefs countries
with armies {ufficient to conquer them, if
they had been prepared to refift.  In the
war of one thoufand fix hundred and fe-
venty two, he had little lefs than one
hundred and fifty thoufand men on foot,
befides the bodies of Englith, Swifs, Ita-

lians,
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lians, and Swedes, that amounted to thir=
ty or forty thoufand more. With this
mighty force he took forty pldces in forty
days, impofed extravagant conditions of
peace, played the monarch a little while
at Utrecht; and 4s foon as the Dutch re-
covered from their confternation, and, a-
nimated by the example of the prince of
Orange and the hopes of fuccour, refufed
thefe conditions, he went back to Ver-
failles, and left his generals to carry on
his enterprize: which they did with fo
little fuccefs, that Grave and Maeftriche
alone remained to him of all the boafted
conquefts he had made ; and even thefe
he offered two years afterwards to reftore,
if by that conceffion he could have pf‘cm-
vailed on the Dutch at that time to make
peace with him. But they were not yet

difpofed to abandon their allies ; for allies

now they had. The emperor and the

king of Spain bhad engaged in the quar-
rel againft France, and many of the
princes of the empire had done the fame,

Not

e
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Not all. The Bavarian continued obfti-
nate in his neutrality, and, to mention no
more, the Swedes made a great diverfion
in favour of France in the empire ; where
the duke of Hanover abetted their de-
figns as much as he could, for he was
zealous p'yuﬁm of France, tho the othe
princes of his houfe acted
mon ‘caufe. I defcend intono:more par-
ticulars. The war that Lewis the four-
teenth kindled by attacking in fo violent
a manner the Dutch commonwealth, and
by making {o arbitrary an ufe of his firft
fuceefs, became general, in the Low
Countries, in Spain; in Sicily, on the
upper and lower Rhine, in Denmark
in Sweden, and in the provinces of Ger-
many belonging to thefe two crowns, on
the Mediterranean, the Ocean, and the
Baltic. France fupported this war with
advantage on every fide : and when your
lord{hlp confiders in what manner it was
carried on againft her, you will not be
furprifed that the did fo. Spain had fpirit,
VYor. 1. U but




2go A Sketch of the HisTory.

but too little ftrength to maintain her
power in Sicily, where Meflina had re-
volted ; to defend her frontier on that
fidle of the Pyrences, and to refilt the
great efforts of the French in the Low
Countries. The empire was divided;
and, even among the princes who acted
againft France, there was neither union
m their councils, nor concert in their
projects, nor order in. preparations, nor
vigour in execution : and, to fay the truth,
there was not, in the whole confederacy,
2 man whofe abilities: could make him.a
match for the prince of Condé or the
marfhal of Turenne; nor many who
were in any degree equal to LuxEMm-
BURG, CREQUI, SCHOMBERG, and other
g_cncrals of inferior note, who commanded
the armies of France. The emperor took
this very time to make new. invafions-on
the liberties of Hungary, and to opprefs
his proteftant fubjects. The prince of
Orange alone adted with invincible firm=
nefs, like 2 patriot, and a hero. Neither

the
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the fedutions of France nor thofe of Eng-
land, neither the temptations of ambition
nor thofe of private intereft, could make
him fwerve from the true intereft of hig
country; nor from the commen intfereft
of Europe:  He had raifed more fieges,
and loft more battles, it was faid, than
any general of his age had done. Be it
fo. - But his deéfeats were manifeftly due
in-great meafure to circumftances inde-
pendent on him : 4nd that {pirit, ‘'which
even thefe defeats could not deprefs, was
all ‘his own: He had difficulties in his
own commonwealth ; the governors of the
Spanifh Low Countries crofled his mea-
fures fometimes ; the German allies dif-
appointed and broke them often: and it
is not improbable that he was frequently
betrayed. He was fo perhaps even by
SoucHEs, the imperial general; a French-
man aceording to BAYLE, and a penfionet
of Liouvors according to common report,
and very ftrong appearances. He had
net yet credit’ and authority {ufficient to

Uz make
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make him a centre of union to a whole
confederacy, the foul that animated and
direGed fo greata body. He came to be
fuch afterwards; but at the time {poken
of he could not take fo great a part upon
him. - No other prince.or general was
equal to it: and the confequences of this
defeét appeared almolft in every operation.
France was furrounded by a multitude
of enemies, all intent to demolith her
power. . But, like the builders of Babel,
they fpoke different languages:: and. as
thofe could not build, thefe-could- not
demolith, for want of underftanding one
another. France improved this advan-
tage by her arms, and more by her ne-
ootiations.. Nimeghen was, after Cologn,
the fcene of thefe. England was the me-
diating power, and I know not whether
our CuarLes the fecond did not ferve her
purpofes more ufefully in the latter, and
ander the charaéter of mediator, than
he did or could have done by joining
his arms to her’s, and acting as her ally:

The
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The Dutch were induced to fign a treaty
with him, that broke the confederacy,
and gave great advantage to France: for
the purport of it was to eblige France
and Spain to make peace on a plan to be
propofed to them, and no mention was
made in it of theother alliesthat I remem-
ber. The Dutch were glad to get out
of an expenfive war. ~France promifed
to reftore Maeftricht to them, and Maef-
tricht was-the only place that remained
unrecovered of all they had loft. They
dropped Spain at Nimeghen as they had
dropped France at Munfter; but many
circumftances concurred to give a much
worfe grace to their abandoning of Spain,
than to their abandoning of France. I
need not {pecify them : this only I would
obferve. When they made a-f{eparate
peace at Munfter, they left an ally who
was in condition to carry on the war a-
Jone with advantage, and they prefumed
to impofe no terms upon him : when
they made a feparate peace at Nime-
' U3 ghen,
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ghen, they abandoned an ally who was
in no condition to carry on the war alone,
and who was reduced to accept whatever
terms the commen enemy preferibed,
In their great diftrefs in one thoufand fix
hundred and feventy three, they enga-
ged to reftore Maeftricht to the Spani-
ards as foon as it thould‘be retaken: it
was not retaken, and they accepted it for
themfelves as the price of the feparate
peace they made with France. The
Dutch had engaged farther, to make nei-
ther peace nor truce with the king of
France, till that prince confented to re-
ftore to Spain all he had conquered fince
the Pyrenean treaty. But far from keep-
ing this promife in any tolerable degree,
Lewis the fourteenth acquired by the
plan impofed on Spain at Nimeghen, be-
fides the county of Burgundy, fo many
other countries and towns on the fide of
the ten Spanith provinces, that thefe,
pdded to the places he kept of thofe
which bad been yielded to him by the

treaty
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treaty of Aix la Chapelle (for fome of
little confequence he reftored) put into
his hands the principal ftrength of that
barrier, againft which we goaded our-
{elves almoft to death in the laft great
war; and made good the faying of the
marfhal of ScHOMBERG, that to attack
this barrier was to take the beaft by his
horns. I knowwery well what may be
{aid to excufe the Dutch. The emperor
was more intent to tyrannize his {ubjects
on one fide than to defend them on the
other. He attempted little againit France,
and the little he did attempt was ill or-
dered, and worfe executed. The affift-
ance of the princes of Germany was
often uncertain, and always expeniive.
Spain was already indebted to. Holland
for great fums; greater {till muft be ad-
vanced to her if the war continued : and
experience {hewed that France was able,
and would continue, to prevail againft her
prefent enemies. The triple league had
ftopped her progrefs and obliged her to

U4 abandon
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abandon the county of Burgundy; but
Sweden was now engaged in the war on
the fide of France, as England had been
in the beginning of it : and England was
now privately favourable to her interefts,
as Sweden had been in the beginning of
it. The whole ten provinces would have
been fubdued in the courfe of a few cam-
paigns more : and it'was better for Spain
and the Dutch too, that part thould be
faved by accepting a fort of compofition,
than the whole be rifqued by refufing it.
This might be alledged to excufe the
condu&t of the States General, in impo-
fing hard terms on Spain; in making
none for their other allies, and in figning
alone : by which fteps they gave France
an opportunity that the improved with
great dexterity of management, the op-
portunity. of treating with the confede-
rates one by one, and of beating them
by detail in the cabinet, if T may fo fay,
as,fhe had often done in the field. T {hall
not campare thefe reafons, which were

but
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but too well founded in fa&, and muft’
appear plaufible at leaft, with other con-
fiderations that might be, and were at
the time, infifted upon. I confine myfelf
to a few obfervations, which every know-
ing and impartial man muft admit. Your
lordfhip will obferve firft that the fatal
principle of compounding with Lewis
the fourteenth, fromr-the time that his
pretenfions, his power, and the ufe he
made of it, began to threaten Europe,
prevailed ftill more at Nimeghen than it
had prevailed at Aix : {o that altho he
did not obtain to the full all he attempted,
yet the dominions of France were by com-
mon confent, on every treaty, more and
more extended ; her barriers on all fides
were more and more {trengthened ; thofe
of her neighbours were more and more
weakened ; and that poweg, which was
to aflert one day, againft the reft of Eu-
rope the pretended rights of the houfe of
Bourbon to the Spanifh monarchy, was
more and more eftablithed, and rendered

3 . truly




-
|

298 A Sketch of the Hisrory
Otmi}r formidable in fuch hands at leaft,
during the courfe of the firft eighteen
years of the period.  Your lordthip will
pleafe to obferve, in the fecond place, that
the extreme weaknefs of one branch of
Auftria, and the miferable condu&t of
both ; the poverty of fome of the princes
of the empire, and the difunion, and, to
{peak plainly, the mercenary policy of all
of them ; in fhort, the confined views,
the falfe notions, and, to fpeak as plainly
of my own as of other nations, the ini-
quity of the councils of England, not
only hindred the growth of this power
from being ftopped in time, but nurfed
it up into firength almoft infuperable by
any future confederacy. A third obfer-
vation 1s this. If the excufes made for
the condu@ of the Dutch at Nimeghen
are not {ufficient, they too muft come in
for their thare in this condemnation even
‘after the death of the D WiTs; as they
were to be condemned moft juftly, du-
¥ing that adminiftration, for abetting and

favouring
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favouring France, If thefe excufes, ground-
ed on their inability to purfue any longer
a war, the principal profit of which was
to accrue to their confederates, for that
was the cafe after the year one thoufand fix
hundred and feventy-three, or one thou-
fand fix hundred and {eventy-four, and the
principal_burden of which was thrown
on them by their confe erates ; if thefe
are fufficient, they thould not have acted,
for decency’s fake as well as out of good
policy, the part they did att in one thou-
{and feven hundred and eleven and one
thoufand feven hundred and twelve, to-
wards the late queen, who had com-
plaints of the fame kind, in a much higher
degree and with circumftances much
more aggravating, to make of them, of
the emperor, and of all the princes of
Germany ; and who was far from treat-
ing them and their other allies at that
time, as they treated Spain and theig
other allies in one thoufand fix hundred
and feventy-eight, Immediately after the

Dutch
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Dutch had made their peace, that of
Spain was figned with France. The em-
peror's treaty with this crown and that
of Swed®n was concluded in the follow-
ing year: and LEw1s the fourteenth be-
ing now at liberty to affift his ally, whillt
he had tied up the powers with whom
he had treated from affifting theirs, he
foon forced the king of Denmark and
the elector of Brandenburg to reftore all
they had taken from the Swedes, and to
conclude the peace of the north. 1In all
thefe treaties he gave the law, and he
was now at the higheft point of his gran-
deur. He continued at this point for fe-
veral years, and in this height of his
power he prepared thofe alliances againft
it, under the weight of which he was at
laft well-nigh opprefled ; and might have
been reduced as low as the general inte-
reft of Europe required, if fome of the
caufes which worked now had not conti-
nued to work in his favour, and if his
enemies hgd not proved, in their turn of

fortune,
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fortune, as infatiable as profperity had
rendered him.

ArTErR he had made peace with all
the powers with whom he had been in
war, he continued to vex both Spain and
the empire, and to‘extend his conquefts
in the Low Countries, and on the Rhine,
both by the pen anme-¢hefword. He e-
reGted the chambers of Metz and of Bri-
fach, where his own {ubjeéts were pro-
{ecutors, witnefles, and judges all at once.
Upon the decifions of thefe tribunals, he
feized into his own hands, under the no-
tion of dependencies and the pretence of
reunions, whatever towns or diftriéts of
country tempted his ambition, - or {uit-
ed his conveniency: and added by thefe
and by other means, in the midft of
peace, more territories to thofe the late
treaties had yielded to him, than he could
have got by.continuing the War. He.
ated afterwards in the’ {fupport of all
this, without any bounds or limits. His:

= glory
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glory was.a reafon for attacking Holland
in one thoufand fix hundred and feventy-
two, and his conveniencya reafon for many
of the attacks he made on others after-
wards. He took Luxemburg by force,
he ftole Strafburg, he bought Cafal, and
whilft he waited the opportunity of ac-
quiring to his family the crown-of Spain,
he~was not without thoughts nor hopes
perhaps of bringing into it the imperial
crown likewife. Seme of the cruelties
he exercifed in the.empire may be- aferib-
ed to. his difappointment in this view : I
fay fome of them; beeaufe inh. the war
that ended by the treaty of Nimeghen,
he had already exercifed many. Thorthe:
French “writers endeavour to flide over
them, to palliate them, and to impute
them particularly to. the Englith that
were in their fervice ; for even this one of
their writers has- the front-to advance :
yet thefe cruelties; unheardiof among ci-
vilized. natiens, muit be granted to have
been ordered-by the councils, and exe=

I cuted
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cuted by the arms of France, in the Pa-
latinate, and-in other parts.

Ir Lewis the fourteenth could have
contented himfelf with the acquifitions
that were confirmed to him by the treaties
of one thoufand fix hundred and {eventy-
eight, and one thoufand fix hundred and
{eventy=nine;andsuith the authority and
reputation which he then gained;; it is
plain that he would have prevented the
alliances that were afterwards formed a-
gainft him ; and that he might have re-
gained his credit. amongft the princes of
the empire, where he had one family-al-
liance by the marriage of his brother
to the daughter of the elector Palatine,
and another by that of his fon to the
fiter of the eletor of Bavaria, where
Sweden was clofely attached to him, and
where-the {fame principles of private inte-
reft would -have foon attached others as
clofely. He might have remained:not
only the principal, but the directing pow-

er
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er of Europe, and have held this rank
with all the glory imaginable, till the
death of the king of Spain, or fome other
obje&t of great ambition, had determi-
ned him to a& another part. But in-
ftead of this, he continued to vex and
provoke all thofe who were, unhappily
for th;m, his neighbours; ~and" that in
many inftances for trifles.  An example
of this kind occurs to me.. On the death
of the duke of Deux Ponts, he feized
that little inconfiderable dutchy, without
any regard to the indifputable right of
the kings of Sweden, to the fervices that
crown had rendered him, or to the want
he might have of that alliance hereafter.
The cbnf‘cqﬁéx{che w&s: “that Sweden en-
tered with the emperor, the ‘king of
Spain, the ele@or rof Bavaria,” and the
States General, into the alliance of gua-
ranty, as it was called, about ‘the year
one thoufand fix hundred and eighty
three; and into the ‘famous league of

Aufburg,
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Aufburg, in one thoufand fix hundred
and eighty-fix.

Since I have mentioned this league,
and fince we may datc from it a more
general, and more concerted oppofition
to France than there had been before ;
give me leaye to recal fome of the re-
fle@ions that have ptefented themiclves
to my mind, in confidering what I have
red, and what I have heard related, con-
cerning the paflages of that time.  They
will be of ufe to form our judgment
concerning later paflages, -~ If the king
of France became an objet of averfion
on account of any invafions he made, any
deviations from public-faith, any barba-
rities exercifed where his arms prevailed,

“or the perfecution of his proteftant fub-
je@ts; the emperor deferved to be fuch
an objed; at leaft as much as he, on'the
fame accounts. ‘The emperor was fo
t00, but with this difference relatively
to the palitical fyftem of the weit. The
Vor. L X Al=
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Auftrian ambition and bigotry exerted
themfelves 1n diftant countries, whofe
interefts were nét confidered as a part of
this {yftem; for otherwife there would
have been as much reafon for affifting
the people of Hungary and of ’1"'1'51111"3;1\*21—
nia againﬂ the emperor, as there had
been formerly for afli &hlg the people of
the feven united provinces againft Spain,
or as there had been lately for aflifting
them againft. France: but the ambition
and bigotry of Lewis the fourteenth
were excrted in the Low Countries, on
the Rhine, in Italy, and in Spain, in the
very mid{t of this {yftem, if I may fay fo,
and with fuccefs that could not fail to
fubvert it in time. The power of the
houfe of Auftria, that had been feared
too long, was feared no longer : and that
of the houfe of Bourbon, by having been
feared too late, was now grown terrible.
'The emperor was fo intent on the efta-
blifhment of his abfolute power in Hun-
gary, that he expofed the empire doubly

fo
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to defolation and ruin for the f{ake of it.
He left the frontier almoit quite defence-
lefs on the fide of the Rhine, againft the
inroads and ravages of France, and by
thewing no mercy to the Hungarians nor
keeping any faith with them, he forced
that miferable people into alliances with
the Turk,  who invaded the empire and
befieged Vienna. Even this event had
no effet upon him. . Your lordfhip will
find, that Sopirskr king of Poland, who
had forced the Turks to raife the fiege,
and had fixed the imperial crown that
tottered on his head, could not prevail
on bim to take thofe meafures by which
alone it was pofiible to cover the empire,
to fecure the king of Spain, and to re-
duce that power who was probably one
day to difpute with him, this prince’s
{fucceflion. Tekeli and the malcontents
made fuch demands as none but a ty-
rant could refufe, the prefervation of
their antient privileges, liberty of confei-
ence, the convocation of a free diet or
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parliament, and others of lefs impor=
tance. All was in vain. The war con=
tinued with them, and with the Turks,
and France was left at liberty to puih
her enterprizes almoft without oppofi=
tion, againft Germany and the Low
Countries. The diftrefs in both was {o
great, that the ftates general faw no
sther expedient for ftopping the pro-
grefs of the French arms, than a cefla-
tion of hoftilities, or a truce of twenty
years ; which they negotiated, and which
was accepted by the emperor and the
king of Spain, on the terms that LEwis
the fourteenth thought fit to offer. By
thefe terms he was to remain in full and
quiet pofleffion of all he had acquired
fince the years one thoufand fix hundred
and feventy-eight, and one thoufand fix
hundred and feventy-nine ; among which
acquifitions that of Luxemburg and that
of Strafburg were comprehended. The
conditions of this truce were {o advanta-
geous to France, that all her intrigues
were
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were employed to obtain a definitive
treaty of peace upon the fame conditions.
But this was neither the intereft nor the
intention of the other contradting pow-
ers, 'The imperial arms had been very
fuccefsful againft the Turks. This fuc-
cefs, as well as the troubles that followed
upon it in the Ottoman armies, and at
the Porte, gave reafonable expecltation
of concluding a peace on that fide : and,
this peace concluded, the emperor and
the empire and the king of Spain would
have been in a much better pofture to
treat with France. With thefe views

that were wife and juft, the league of

Aufburg was made between the empe-
ror, the kings of Spain and Sweden as
princes of the empire, and the other
circles and princes. This league was
purely defenfive. An exprefs article de-
clared it to be fo: and as it had no other
regard, it was not only conformable to
the laws and conftitutions of the em-

pire, and to the practice of all nations,
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but even to the terms of the a& of fruce
fo lately concluded. This pretence there-
fore for breaking the truce, {feizing the
eleCtorate of Cologne, invading the Pala-
tinate, befieging Philipfburg, and carry-
ing unexpected and undeclared war into
the empire, could not be {fupported: nor
is it poffible to read the reafons publithed
by France at this time, and drawn from
her fears of the imperial power, with-
out laughter. As little pretence was
there to complain, that the emperor re=
fufed to convert at once the truce into
a definitive treaty ; {ince if he had done
{fo, he would have confirmed in a lump,
and without any difcu{fion, all the arbi-
trary decrees of thofe chambers, or courts,
that France had erected to. cover. her
ufurpations ; and would have given up al-
moft a fixth part of the provinces of the
empire, that France one way or other
had pofiefied herfelf of. The pretenfions
of the dutchefs of Orleans on the fuccef-
fion of her father, and her brother, which

wWere
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were difputed by the then elector Pala-
tine and were to be determined by the
laws and cuftoms of the empire, af-
forded as little pretence for beginning this
war, as any of the former allegations.
The exclufion of the cardinal of Furften-
berg, who had been elected to the arch-
bithopric of Cologne, was capable of be-
ing aggravated : but even in this cafe his
moft chriftian majefty oppofed his judg-
ment and his authority againft the judg-
ment and authority of that holy father,
whofe eldeft fon he was proud to be
called. ~ In fhort, the trune reafon why
Lewrs the fourteenth began that cruel
war with the empire, two years after he
had concluded a ceflation of hoftilities for
twenty, was this: he refolved to keep
what he had got ; and therefore he re-
folved to encourage the Turks to conti-
nue the war. He did this effe¢tually, by
invading Germany at the very inftant
when the Sultan was fuing for peace.
Notwithftanding this, the Turks were in

X 4 treaty
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treaty again the following year : and good
policy fhould have obliged the emperor,
fince'he could not hope to carry on this
war and that againft France at the fame
time, with vigour and effect, to conclude
a peace with the leaft dangerous enemy of
the two. The decifion of his difputes
with France could not be deferred, his
defigns agnili{’c the Hungarians were in
part accomplithed, for his fon was de-

clared king, and the fettlement of that

crown in his family was made, and the
reft of thefe as well as thofe that he
formed againft the Turks might be de-
ferred.  But the councils of Vienna judg-
ed differently, and infifted even at this
critical moment on the moft exorbitant
terms; on fome of fuch a nature, that
the Turks thewed more humanity and a
better fenfe of religion in refufing, than
they in afking them. Thus the war
went on in Hungary, and proved a con-
ftant diverfion in favour of France, during

the whole courfe of that which Lewis
the
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the fourteenth began at this time; for
the treaty of Carlowitz was pofterior to
that of Ryfwic. The Empire;. Spain,
England, and Holland engaged in the
war with France : and on them the em-
peror left the burden of it. In the fhort
war of one thoufand fix hundred and
fixty-feven, he was not fo much as a
party, and inftead of affifting the king
of Spain, which it muft be owned he was
in no good condition of doing, he bar=
gained for dividing that prince’s fuccel=
fion, as I have obferved above. In the
war of one thoufand fix hundred and fe«
venty-two he made fome feeble efforts.
In this of one thoufand fix hundred and
cighty-eight he did ftill lefs : and in the
war which broke out at the beginning
of the prefent century he did nothing,
at Jeaft after the firft campaign in Italy,
and after the engagements that England
and Holland took by the grand- alliance.
In a word, from the time that an oppo-

Gtion to France became a commeon caufe
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in Europe, the houfe of Auftria has been
a clog upen it in many inftances, and of
confiderable affiftance to it in none. The

e — e i

acceffion of England to this caufe, which
was brought about by the revolution of

one thoufand fix hundred and cighty-
cight, might have made amends, and more
than amends one would think, for this
defect, and have thrown {uperiority of
power and of {uccefs on the fide of the
confederates, with whom (lie took part
againft France.  This I fay might be
imagined, without over-rating the power
of England, or undervaluing that of
France; and it was imagined at that time.,
How it proved otherwife in the event ;
how France came triumphant out of the
war that ended by the treaty of Ryfwic,
and tho fhe gave up a great deal, yet
preferved the greateft and the beft part
of her conquefts and acquifitions made
fince the treaties of Weftphalia, and the
Pyrenees; how fhe acquired by the gift
of Spain that whele monarchy for one

8 of
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of her princes, tho fhe had no'reafon to
expect theleaft part of i1t without a war 4t
one time, nor the great lot of it-even by
a war at any time; in fhort, how fhe
wound up advantageoufly the ambitious
{yftem fhe had been fifty years in weav-
ing ; how fhe concluded a war in which
{he was defeated on every fide, and wholly
exhaufted, with little diminution of the
provinces and barriers acquired to France,
and with the quiet pofleffion of Spain
and the Indies to a prince of the houfe of
Bourbon : all this, my lord, will be the
fubje&t of your refearches, when you
come down to the latter part of the laft

period of modern hiftory

Exp of the First VoLuME,
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