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GESTA ROMANORUM.

ALES are the learning of a rude age. In the progrefs

of letters, fpeculation .md enquiry eommence with re-

finement of manners. Literature becomes fentimental and
difcurfive, in proportion as a people is polithed : and men muft
be inflructed by facls, either real or imaginary, before they
can apprehend the f(ubtleties of argument, and the force of
refle¢tion.

Vincent of Beauvais, a learned Dominican of France, who flou-
rifhed. in the thirteenth century, obferves in his MirRor of
HrsTory, that it was a practice of the preachers of his age, to
roufe the indifference and relieve the languor of their hurers,
by queting the fables of Efop : yet, at th fame time, he re-
commends a fparing and prudur apphcatmn of thefe profane
fancies in the difcuffion of facred fubjeés*. Among the Harleian

*.Srecuy, Hisr, Lib. iif. ¢ vili. fol. 31. b. edit. Ven. 1591.

Vor, III. a manufcripts
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manufcripts in the Britith Mufeum we find a very antient colletion
of two hundred and fifteen ftories, romantic, allegorical, religious,
and legendary, which were evidently compiled by a pmfcﬂ':d
preacher, for the ufe of monaftic focieties. Some of thefe ap-
pear to have been committed to writing from the recitals of
bards and minftrels: others to have been invented and written
by troubadours and monks . In the year 1389, a grand
appeared at Paris, afterwards tranflated by
oF SapvencE, which

examples, pamblus, and
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fyftem of divinity
Caxton under the title of the CourT
abounds with a multitude of hiftorical
apologues ; and which the writer wifely fuppofes, to be much
more likely to intereft the attention and excite the devotion of
ple, than the authority of fcience, and the parade of
quence of the expediency of this mode of
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theology. In confe
of inftruétion, the Legends of the Saints were received into the
ritual, and rehearfed in the courfe of public worfhip. For
religious romances were nearly allied to fongs of chivalry ; and
the fame grofs ignorance of the people, which in the early
centuries of chriftianity created a neceflity of introducing the
vifible pomp of theatrical ceremonies into the churches, was
taught the duties of devotion, by being amufed with the achieve-
ments of {piritual knight-errantry, and imprefled with the ex-
amples of pious heroifm. In more cultivated periods, the DEca-
MERON of Boccace, and other books of that kind, ocught to be
confidered as the remnant of a fpecies of writing which was
founded on the fimplicity of mankind, and was adapted to the
exigencies of the infancy of fociety.

Many obfolete colleftions of this fort ftill remain, both
printed and manufcript, containing narratives either fictitious or
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—— Of king and heroes old,
Such as the wife Demodocus once told
In folemn fongs at king Alcinous’ feaft *.
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» M55, Hartr, 463, membran, fol, ¢ Milton, AT a4 VacaTion Exercise, &c,
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GESTA ROMANORUM. 1ii

But among the antient ftory-books of this charater, a Latin
compilation entitled GesTa RoMAaNoruM feems to have been
the favorite.

This piece has been before incidentally noticed: but as it
operated powerfully on the general body of our old poetry,
affording a variety of inventions not only to Chaucer, Gower,
and Lydgate, but to their diftant fucceflors, 1 have judged it of
fufficient importance to be examined at large in a feparate differ-
tation : which has been defignedly referved for this place, for
the purpofe both of recapitulation and illuftration, and of giving
the reader a more commodious opportunity of furveying at
leifure, from this intermediate pr_ni:lt of view, and under one
comprehenfive detail, a conneted difplay of the materials and
original {ubjects of many of our paft and future poets.

Indeed, in the times with which we are now about to be con-
cerned, it feems to have been growing more into efteem. At
the commencement of typography, Wynkyn de Worde pub-
lithed this book in Englith. This tranflation wasre printed, by
one Robinfon, in 1577. And afterwards, of the fame tranfla-
tion there were fix impreffions before the year 1601 *. There is
an edition in black letter fo late as the year 168g. About the
year 1596, an Englith verfion appeared of ¢ Epitomes des cent
“ HisToires TRAGIQUES, partic extraictes des ACTES DES
“ Romains et autres, &c.” From the popularity, or rather
familiarity, of this work in the reign of queen Elifabeth, the
title of GesTa Gravorum was affixed to the hiftory of the
atts of the Chriftmas Prince at Grays-inn, in 1594 ° In Sir
Gires Goosecar, an anonymous comedy, prefented by the
Children of the Chapel in the year 1606, we have, ¢ Then
¢ for your lul‘dﬂlip'ﬁ quips and quick jefts, why GesTa Ro-
“ maNorum were nothing to them .” And in George Chap-
man’s MAay-pay, a comedy, printed at London in 1611, 2
man of the higheft literary tafte for the pieces in vogue is cha-

4 See fupr. vol. ii. p. 18. feq. * Lond. Printed for John Windet, 1606,

¢ Printed, or reprinted, in 1688. fto. 4ta, :

@z ratterifed,




iy A DISSERTATION ON-THE

ratefifed, ¢ One that has read Marcos Aurelius, GesTA Ro-
“ manoruM, the Mirrour of Magiftrates, &c.—to be led by
¢ the nofe like a blind beare that has read nothing®!” The
critics' and collectors in black-letter, T believe, could produce
many other proofs.

The Gesta Romanorum were firft printed without date,
but as it is fupp[)ﬁ:d before or about the year 1473, in folio,
with this title, Incipiunt HisTorie NoTABILES collelte ex
GEsT1S RoMaNoruM et quibufdam alis libris cum ap pplicationibus
eorundem”. This edition has one hundred and fifty-two chapters,
or GEsTs, and one hundred and feventeen leaves '. It is in the
Gothic letter, and in two columns. The firft chapter is of
king Pompey, and the laft of prince, or king, Cleonicus. The
initials are written in red and blue ink. This edition, flightly
mutilated, is among bithop Tanner’s printed books in the Bod-
leian library.. The reverend and learned doftor Farmer, mafter
of Emanuel college in Cambridge, has the fecond edition, as it
feems, printed at Louvain, in quarto, the fame or the fubfe-
quent year, by John de Weftfalia, under the title, Ex crsTis
Romanorum Hrstorie NoTABILES de wicis virtutibufgue
tractantes cum applicationibus moralifatis et myfticis. And with
this colophon, (JL‘-T;‘!. RomaNorRUM cum gmf)fjd:m aliis His-
TORI1S effdem annexis ad MORALITATES dilucide redaila bic
finem babent. RQue, diligenter correflis aliorum wictis, impreffit
Yoannes de Weflfalia in alma Vniverfitate Louvaniénfi. It has one
hundred and eighty-one chapters *. That is, twenty-nine more
than are contained in the former edition : the firft of the addi-
tional chapters being the ftory of Antiochus, or the fubftance of
the romance of Arorronius of Tyre. ‘The initials are in-
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£ AR iH. pag. 39 fanc: Bibl. Maxvsor, tom. i, pag. 17
B Much Num. i72.
nuf i Without initials, paging, fignatures,
or catch-words.
k The firft is of |-'::.ng T'-::r'.".pr':.'. as be-
fore. The laft is entitled De Apur-
TERIO,
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GESTA ROMANORU M. v

ferted in red ink . Arnother followed foon afterwards, in quarto,
Ex GrsTis RoMmANoRUM Hiflorie notabiles moralizate, per Gi-
ardum Lienw, Gounm, 1480. The next edition, -with the ufe
of which I have been pontc!y favoured by George Mafon
efquire, of Aldenham-Lodge in Hertfordthire, was printed in
folio, and in the year 1488, with this title, Gesta Ruoma~
NORUM curm Applicationibus moralifatis et mifiicis. 'The colophon

» Ex GesTis RoManorRuM cum pluribus applicatis Hj, r‘?r:m de
\,J..H..’irr; et vicus myflice ad intelleitum f.»:?hf:.mf'u Recollebtori
Jinis.  Anno nre falutis MCCCCLXXX viij kalendas wvero februarii
xviij. A general, and alphabetical, table, are fubjoined. The
book, which is printed in two columns, and in the Gothic cha-
rater, abounding with abbreviations, contains ninety-three
leaves. The 51‘.t:;11~ are written or flourithed in red and blue,
and all the capitals in the body of the text are miniated with a
pen. There were many. other later editions™ I’ mufl add,
that the GesTa RomaNorum were tranflated into Dutch, fo
early as the year 1484. There is an old French verfion in the
Britith Mufeum.

This work is compiled from the obfolete Latin chronicles of
the 1‘Lr:r Roman or rather German ﬁor}, heightened by roman-
from Legends of the Saints, oriental apologues,

tic my rentlons,
=

and

ny of the fhorter fictitious narratives which c¢ame into

Europe with the Arabian literature, and were familiar in the
ages of ignorance and imagination. The claflics are fometimes
cited for anthorities ; but thefe are of the lower order, {uch as
Valerius Maximus, Macrobius, Aulus Gallius, Seneca, Pliny,
and Boethius. To every tale a MorALISATION is {ubjoined,
reducing it into a chriftian or moral leffon.

Moft of the oriental apologues are taken from the CLErICA-
L1s DiscipLina, or a latin Dialogue between an Arabian Philo-

ratures to K k. = For which fee fupr. wol, il. p. 1¢.
I p+ 15
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fopher and Edric® his fon, never printed °, written by Peter Al-
phonfus, a baptized Jew, at the beginning of the twelfth cen=
tury, and colleGed from Arabian fables, apothegms, and ex-
amples”. Some are al{o borrowed from an old Latin tranflation
of the Carriam v Damnan, a celebrated fett of eaftern
fables, to which Alphonfus was indebted.

On the whole, this is the colle@ion in which a curious
enquirer might expeé to find the original of Chaucer's Cam-

SISISISGISISIELS

bufcan :
Or,—if aught elfe great bards befide
In fage and folemn tunes have fung,
Of turneys and of trophies hung,
Of forefts and inchantments drear,
Where more is meant than meets the ear %

IS1S151S1SISSIST5SS
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Our author frequently eites GEsTA RoMANORUM, the title
of his own work. By which I underftand no particular book
of that name, but the Roman Hiftory in general. Thus in
the title of the SainT Arsans CuroniciLe, printed by
Caxton, Titus Livyus de GEsTIS RoMANORUM is recited.
In the year 1544, Lucius Florus was printed at Paris under the
fame title *. In the Britith Mufeum we find ¢ Les Fars pE
« Romains jufques a la fin de I'empire Domician, felon
¢« Qrofe, Juftin, Lucan, &c.” A plain hiftorical deduction ".
The RomurLeon, an old manufeript hiftory of Rome from the
foundation of the city to Conftantine the Great, is alfo called
de GrsTis Romanorum, This manufeript occurs both in
Latin and French: and a French copy, among the royal ma-

=7 = L5y 2y LS L

¢ Romaunz o Peres Aunfonr coment M
| g Jeu J.-';,-'J- ement,t [See u
te many fabulous compof Hp. and Apn. at [,;f_::_ 103.]
lot, in V. Lydgate’s CHorLE and THE P See Tyrwhitt’s Cuavcer, vol. iv,
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Bikp, mentioned above, is taken from the p. 325. leq,

Crenicaris Discipeina of Alphonfus. 9 Milton's Ir Pexssroso.
o )5S, Harr. 3861. And in many ¢ Apud Valcofan. 4to.

othier libraries. It occurs in old French + MS5. Rec. 20 C .

verle, MSS. Digs. 86. membran, * Le
nuferipts,




GESTA ROMANORU M. vii

nuferipts, has the title, RomureoN, ou des Fals DE Ro-
“ mains L. Among the manufcript books written by Lapus

Caftellione, a l]uru]ll]\e unh n, who flourifhed :-bulli the
year 5o, there is one, De Origine URBIS Rom.E ef de GESTI18
Romanorum ™ Go ver, in the CoNFESsio AMANTIS, often
introduces Roman ftories with the Latin preamble, Hic fecundum
GesTa. Where he certainly n

1s the Roman Hiftory, which

b*.' ]"FLL" had .ILOLH]:,d ii!'}“ the pu” ition of GEsTA.

l[unﬂn Korner, in his CuRoNICA ?\ciu LLA, written about
the year 14385, refers for his vouchers to I;Luu, Orofius, Vale-
rius Maximus, Jofephus, Eufebius, and the Chronicon et GESTA
Romanorum. Moft probably, to fay no more, by the curo-
micon he means the later writers of the Roman affairs, {uch as
Ifidore and the monkifh compilers ; and by GesTa the antient
Roman hiftory, as related by Livy and the more eftablifhed
Latin hiftorians.

Neither is it poffible that this work could have been brought
as a proof or authority, by any ferious annalift, for the Roman
ftory.

For though it bears the title of GesTa RomaNoruM, yet
this title by no means properly correfponds with the contents of
the colleion : which, as has been already hinted, comprehends
a multitude of narratives, either not hifterical ; or, in another
refpect, fuch as are E.tht.. totally unconnected with the Roman
people, or perhaps the moft prepofterous mifreprefentations of
ihu. hiftory. To cover this deviation from the promifed
plan, which, by introducing a more ample varicty of matter,
has contributed to encreafe the reader’s entertainment, our ¢ol-
lector has taken care to preface almoft every ftory with the name
or reign of a Roman emperor; who, at the fame time, is often
4 monarch that never exifted, and who feldom, whether real or
fuppofitious, has any concern with the circumftances of the
narrative.

t MS, 10 E. v. * See fupr, yol. ii, p. 19.

But
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But I haften to exhibit a compendious analyfis of the chap-
ters which form this very fingular compilation : intermixing
occafional illuftrations arifing from the fubjeét, and fhortening
or lengthening my abridgement of the ftories, in proportion as I

judge they are likely to intereft the reader.. Where, for that

reafon, T have been very concife, I have yet faid enough to dire&
the critical antiquarian to this colle@ion, in cafle he fhould find
a fimnilar tale occurring in any of our old poets. I have omitted
the mention of a very few chapters, which were beneath notice.
Sometimes, where common authors are quoted, I have only
mentioned the author’s name, without fpecifying the fubftance
of the quotation. For it was neceffary that the. reader- fhould
be made acquainted with our colle@or’s track of reading, and
the books which he ufed. In the mean time, this review will
ferve as a full notification of the edition of 1488, which is
more comprehenfive and complete than fome others of later
publication, and to which all the reft, as to a general criterion,
may be now comparatively referred.

Cuap. i. Of a daughter of king Pompey, whofe chamber
was guarded by five armed knights and a dog. Being permitted
to be prefent at a public thew, fhe is feduced by a duke, who
is afterwards killed by the champion of her father’s court. She
is reconciled to her father, and betrothed to a nobleman: on
which occafion, fhe receives from her father an embroidered
robe and a crown of 'gold, from the champion a gold ring, ano-
ther from the wife man who pacified the king's anger, another
from the king’s fon, another from her coufin, and from her
fpoufe a feal of gold. All thefe prefents are infcribed with pro-
verbial fentences, fuitable to the circumftances of the princefs.

The latter part of this ftory is evidently oriental. The feudal
manners, in a book which profeffes to record the achievements
of the Roman people, are remarkable in the introduttory cir-
cumftances. But of this mixture we fhall fee many ‘ftriking
inftances.

Cuar, i, Of a youth taken captive by pirates. The king’s

daughter
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daughter falls in love with him; and having procured his efcape,
accompanies him to his own country, where they are married.

Cuap. vi. An emperor is married to a beautiful young prin-
cefs. In cafe of death, they mutnally agree not to furvive one
other. To try the truth of his wife, the emperor going into a
diftant country, orders a report of his death to be circulated.
In remembrance of her vow, and in imitation of the wives of
India, fhe prepares to throw herfelf headlong from a high pre-
cipice. She is prevented by her father ; who interpofes his pa-
ternal authority, as predominating over a rafth and unlawful
promife.

Cuap. vii. Under the reign of Dioclefian, a noble knight
had two fons, the youngeft of which marries a harlot.

This ftory, but with a difference of circumfitances, ends like
the beautiful apologue of the Prodigal Son.

Cuap. viii. The emperor Leo commands three female fta-
tues to be made. One has a gold ring on a finger pointing for-
ward, another a beard of gold, and the third a golden cloak and
purple tunic. Whoever fteals any of thefe ornaments, is to be
punifhed with an ignominious death.

This ftory is copitd by Gower, in the ConrFEssto AMAN-
Tis: but he has altered fome of the circumitances. He fup-
pofes a ftatue of Apollo.

Of plate of golde a berde he hadde,
The wiche his breft all ovir {pradde:
Of golde alfo, without fayle,

His mantell was, of large entayle,
Befette with perrey all aboute :

Forth ryght he ftraught his fynger oute,
Upon the whiche he had a rynge,

To feen it was a ryche thynge,

A fyne carbuncle for the nones

Mofte precious of all ftones ".

% Lib. v. fol. 122, bs
Vo, III. b in
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In the fequel, Gower follows the {ubitance of our author.

Cuar, x. Vefpafian marries a wife in a diftant country, who
refufes to return home with him, and yet declares the will kill
herfelf if he goes. The emperor ordered two rings to be made,
of a wonderous efficacy ; one of which, in the ftone, has the
image of Oblivion, the other the image of Memory : the ring
of Oblivion he gave to the emprefs, and returned home with
the ring of Memory.

Cuap. xi. The queen of the fouth fends her daughter to
king Alexandes, to be his concubine. She was exceedingly
beautiful, but had been nourifhed with poifon from her birth.
Alexander’s mafter, Ariftotle, whefe fagacity nothing could
efcape, knowing this, entreated, that before fhe was admitted
to the king’s bed, a malefador condemned to death might be
fent for, who fhould give her a kifs in the prefence of the king.
The malefadtor, on kiffing her, inftantly dropped down dead.
Ariftotle, having explained his reafons for what he had done,
was loaded with honours by the king, and the princefs was
difmifled to her mother.

This ftory is founded on the twenty-eighth chapter of Arif-
totle’s SEcRETUM SecRETORUM : in which, a queen of India
is faid to have treacheroufly fent to Alexander, among other
coftly prefents, the pretended teftimonies of her friendfhip, a
girl of exquifite beauty, who having been fed with ferpents
from her infancy, partook of their nature”. If I recolle&
right, in Pliny there are accounts of nations whofe natural food
was poifon. Mithridates, king of Pontus, the land of venomous
herbs, and the country of the forcerefs Medea, was fuppofed to

15
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¥ [See fupr. vol. i. p. 132,] This I  becaule the Arabic copies were fcarce, he
now cite from a Latin tranflation, without  tranflated it into Latin.

te, but evi ly printed before 1500, This printed copy does not e
It 1z de ted to Guido Vere de Valen- correfpond with MS. Bootr. 4g5.
cia bithop of Tripoly, by his moft humble = 4to. In the laft, Alexander’s miracu
Clerk; Philippus: who hat he found  horn is mentioned at fol. 45. b, In the
thiz tr Arabic at Antioch, gus  former, in-ch. lxxit. ‘The dedication is
carebant Latini, and that therefore, and the fame in both.
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eat poifon. Sir John Maundeville’s Travels, I believe, will afford
other inflances,

Crapr. xil, A profligate prieft, in the'reign of the emperor
Otto, or Otho, walking in the fields, and negle&ting to fay
mafs, is reformed by a vifion of a comely old man.

Cuap. xiii. An emprefs having loft her hufband, becomes fo
doatingly fond of her only fon, then three years of age, as not
to bear his abfence for a moment. They fleep together every
night, and when he was eighteen years of age, fhe proves with
child by him. She murthers the infant, and her left hand is
immediately marked with four circles of blood. Her repentance
is related, in confequence of a vifion of the holy virgin.

This ftory is in the SpEcurLum Historiare of Vincent of
Beauvais, who wrote about the year 1250,

Cuap. xiv. Under the reign of the emperor Dorotheus, a
remarkable example of the filial piety of a young man, who
redeems his father, a knight, from captivity.

Cuaapr. xv. Eufemian, a nobleman in the court of the em-
peror of Rome, is attended by three thoufand fervants girt with
golden belts, and cloathed in filken veftments. His houfe was
crouded with pilgrims, orphans, and widows, for whom three
tables were kept every day. He has a fon, Allexius; who
quits his father’s palace, and lives unknown feventeen years in a
monaftery in Syria. He then returns, and lives feventeen years
undifcovered as a pilgrim in his father’s family, where he fuf-
fers many indignities from the fervants.

Allexius, or Alexis, was canonifed. This ftory is taken from
his Legend *. 1In the metrical Lives of the Saints, his life is
told in a fort of meafure different from that of the reft, and not
very common in the earlier ftages of our poetry. It begins thus.

Lefteneth alle and herkeneth me,

Zonge and olde, bonde and fre,
__® Lib. vil. cap. 93, feq. f. 86. b, edit. ® See Caxton, Goup. Lec, f, ccclxin,
Vem. b.

bz And
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And ich zow telle fone,
How a zought man, gent and fre,
By gan this worldis wele to fle,

Y barn he was in Rome.

SISISISISISI5151515 1514

3

In Rome was a dozty man

That was y cleped Eufemian,
Man of moche myzte ;

@old and feluer he hadde ynouz,

Hall and boures, oxfe and plouz,
And fwith wel it dyzte,

1SS 1SISTSISTS S

When Alexius returns home in difguife, and afks his father
about his fon, the father’s feelings are thus defcribed.

So fone fo he {pake of his fone,
The guode man, as was his wone,
Gan to fike fore * ;
His herte fel © {o colde fo fton,
The teres felle to his ton %,
On her berd hore.

TISISIESISTS

At his burial, many miracles are wrought on the fick.

With mochel izt ¢, and mochel fong,
That holy cors, hem alle among,
Bifchoppis to cherche bere.

=
~
N

Amyddes rizt the heze firete’,
So moche folke hym gone mete
That they reften a ftonde,
All the fike # that to him come,
I heled wer fwithe fone
Of fet" and eke of honde:

b Sigh.  Pelt. ¥ High-ftreet. i
¢ Feet, * Sighs. £ They fighed. * Feet.

el La L] L= ha] B
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The blinde come to hare ! fizt,
The croked gonne fone rizt ",
The lame for to go :
That dombe wer fonge ' {peeche,
Thez herede * god the fothe leche ?,
And that halwe ° alio.

The day zede and drouz to nyzt,

No lenger dwelle® they ne myzt,
To cherche they mofte wende ;

The bellen they gonne to rynge,

The clerkes heze * to {ynge,
Everich in his ende ",

Tho the corfe to cherche com
Glad they wer everichen
That there ycure wer,
The pope and the emperour
By fore an auter of feynt Savour
Ther fette they the bere.

Aboute the bere was moche lizt
With proude palle was bedizt,
I beten al with golde .

The hiftory of Saint Alexius is told entirely in the fame
words in the Gesta RomaNoRum, and in the Leicenpa
AUuREA of Jacobus de Voragine, tranflated, through a French
medium, by Caxton. This work of Jacobus does not confift

! Their. * At his feat in the choir.

E Strait. * MSS. Coll. Trin, Oxon, Cod. 57.
! Found. fupr. citat.

™ The troe phyfician, f Hystor, Ixxxix. £ clviii. edit. 1479.
b Heried. Bleffed. fol. And in\Vincent of Beauvais, who
® Hallowed, quotes Gesta Avtexn, Seecur. Hist,
* Tarry, Lib, xviii, cap. 43 feg, £ 241. b

* High,

folely
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folely of the legends of the faints, but is interfperfed with
multis -alits pulcherrimis et peregrinis bifforiis, with many other
moft beautiful and {trange hiftories "

Cravr. xvi. A Roman emperor in digging for the foundation
of a new palace, finds a golden farcophagus, or coffin, infcribed
with myfterious words and fentences:. Which being explained,
prove to be fo many moral leffons of inftruction for the em-
perer’s future condudt.

CuaAP. xvii. A poor man named Guido, engages to ferve an
emperor of Rome in fix feveral capacities, or employments.
One of thefe fervices is, to fhew the beit way to the holy land.
Acquitting himfelf in all with fingular addrefs and fidelity,
he is made a knight, and loaded with riches.

Crar. xviii. A knight named Julian is hunting a ftag, who
turns and fays, * you will kill your father and mother.” On
this he went into a diftant country, where he married a rich
Lady of a caftle. Julian's father and mother travelled into va-
rious lands to find their fon, and at length accidentally came to
this caftle, in his abfence ; where telling their ftory to the lady,
who had heard it from her hufband, fhe difcovered who they
were, and gave them her own bed to fleep in. Early in the
morning, while fhe was at mafs in the chapel, her hufband Julian
unexpeétedly returned ; and entering his wife's chamber, perceived
two perfons in the bed, whom he immediately flew with his
fword, haftily fuppofing them to be his wife and her adulterer.
At leaving the chamber, he met his wife coming from the cha-
pel ; and with great aftonifhment afked her, who the perfons
were fleeping in her bed ? She anfwered,  They are your
¢ parents, who have been feeking you fo long, and whom I
¢ have honoured with a place in our own bed.” Afterwards
they founded a fumptuous hofpital for the accommodation of
travellers, on the banks of a dangerous river,

This ftory is told in Caxton’s GoLpeEN LEGENDE"®, and in

¢ In the Colophon. * Fol. go. edit, 1493,
the
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the metrical Lives of the Saints *. Hence Julian, or Saint Julian,
was called Aofprtator, or the gode berberjour ; and the
Nofter became famous, which he ufed to fay for the fouls of

his father and mother whom he had thus unfortunati Iy killed =
The peculiar excellencies of this prayer are difplayed by Boc-
cace’, Chaucer fpeaking of the hofpitable difpofition of his
FrRANKELEIN, fays,

Saint Julian he was in his own countre °.

This hiftory is, like the laft, related by our compiler, in the
words of Julian’s Legend, as it ftands in Jacobus de Voragine
Bollandus has inferted Antoninus’s account of this faint, which
appears alfo to be literally the fame®. It is told, yet not exaétly
in the fame words, by Vincent of Beauvais °.

I take this opportunity of obferving, that the Legends of the
the Saints, fo frcqucilil_s-‘ referred to in the GesTa Roma-
NORUM, often contain high ftrokes of fancy, both in the
tructure and decorations of the ftory. That they fhould abound
in extravagant conceptions, may be partly accounted for, from
the fuperftitious and vifionary caft of the writer: but the truth is,
they derive this complexion from the eaft. Some were originally
forged by monks of the Greek church, to whom the oriental
ficttions and mode of fabling were familiar. The more early of
the Latin lives were carried over to Conftantinople, where they
were tranflated into Greek with new embellithments of eaftern
tmagination. Thefe being returned into Europe, were tranflated
into Latin, where they naturally fuperfeded the old Latin arche-
types.  Others of the Latin lives contraded this tinéture, from
being written after the Arabian literature became common
in Europe. The following ideas in the Life of Saint Pelagian

* MSS. Boor, 1596. f 4. & Hystor, xxxii, f. Ixn a.

* Ibid b AcT. SancToOR. tom. ii. JaNuaAR.

¥ 1= D0 45 N2, P. 974. Antv. 1643,

* Prov. v. 342. See fupr. vol, i. Secr. ¢ Sexcvr. Hast, Iib, iz e 115, £
Zvil, p. 433 115, Venet. 15g1.

evidently
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evidently betray their original. << As the bysthop fange mafle
¢ in the cyte of Ufanance, he faw thre dropes ryghte clere all
¢ of one gratenefle whiche were upon the aulter, and al thre
¢ ranne to gyder in to a precyous gemme : and whan they had
¢ fet thys gemme in a crofle of golde, al the other precyous
¢¢ ftones that were there, fyllen out, and thys gemme was clere
¢t to them that were clene out of fynne, and it was obfcure and
¢¢ darke to fynners*, &e.” The peculiar caft of romantic inven-
tion was admirably fuited to ferve the purpofes of fuperftition.
Poffevin, a learned Jefuit, who wrote about the clofe of the
{ixteenth century, complains, that for the laft five hundred years
the courts of all the princes in Europe had been infatuated by
reading romances : and that, in his time, it was a mark of in-
elegance, not to be familiarly acquainted with Lancelot du Lake,
Perceforeft, Triftan, Giron the Courteous, Amadis de Gaul,
Primaleon, Boccace’s Decameron, and Ariofto. He even goes fo
far as to fay, that the devil inftigated Luther to procure a tranfla-
tion of Amadis from Spanifh into French, for the purpofe of
facilitating his grand fcheme of overthrowing the catholic reli-
gion. The popularity of this book, he adds, warped the minds
of the French nation from their antient notions and ftudies ;
introduced a negle& of the feriptures, and propagated a love for
aftrology, and other fantaftic arts’. But with the leave of
this zealous catholic I would obferve, that this fort of reading
was likely to produce, if any, an effeét quite contrary. The
genius of romance and of popery was the fame; and both were
ftrengthened by the reciprocation of a fimilar fpirit of cre-
dulity. The dragons and the caftles of the one, were of
a piece with the vifions and pretended miracles of the other.
The ridiculous theories of falfe and unfolid fcience, which,
by the way, had been familiarifed to the French by other ro-
mances, long before the tranflation of Amadis, were furely more
likely to be advanced under the influence of a religion founded on

f BisrtoTh. Sereer. Lib. i. cap. 2.
o. Lec. f, ccclxxxxviii, p. 113, edit. 1593,

deception,
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deception, than in confequence of Luther’s reformed fyftem,
which aimed at purity and truth, and which was to gain its
preflion of antient prejudices.

end by the fug

Many of the abfurdities of the catholic worfhip were per-
haps, as I have hinted, in fome degree neceflary in the early

ages of the church, on account-of the ignorance of the people ;

at leaft, under fuch circumiftances they were natural, and there-
¥ o
But when the world became wifer, thofe mum-

meries {hould have been abolithed, for the fame reafon that th
preachers left ::ﬂirhquoring Efop’s fables in their fermons, and the
ftage ceafed to inftrud the people in the feripture-hiftory by tl

reprefentation of the MysTeries. The advocates of the pa-

p.ll communion do not confider, that in a cultivated age, abound-
ing with every fpecies of knowledge, they continue to retain

thofe fooleries which were calculated only for chriftians in a con-
dition of barbarifm, and of which the ufe now no longer fubfiits

Cuapr. xix. When Julius Cefar was preparing to pafs the
Rubicon, a gigantic {peétre appeared from the middle of the
river, tlll'caltuni]:g to interrupt his paffage, if he came not to
eftablith the peace of Rome. Our author cites the GesTA
Romanorum for this flory.

It was impoffible that the Roman hiftory could pafs through
the dark ages, without being infected with many romantic cor-
ruptions. Indeed, the Roman was almoft the only antient
hiftory, which the readers of thofe ages knew : and what re-
lated even to pagan Rome, the parent of the more modern
papal metropolis of chriftianity, was regarded with a fuperfti-
tious veneration, and often magnified with miraculous additions.

Cuapr. xx. The birth of the emperor Henry, fon of earl
Leopold, and his wonderful prefervation from the ftratagems of
the emperor Conrade, till his acceffién 'tp the imperial throne.

This ftory is told by Caxton in the GorpeENn LEGENDE,
under the life of Pelagian the pope, entitled, Here folowweth
the bf of Saynt Pelag yen the pope, with many ather byfioryes and

7

Vor. III. c geflys
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geflys of the Lombardes, and of Machomete, with other cronycles®.
The Grsta LoncosarporumM are fertile in legendary matter,
and furnithed Jacobus de Voragine; Caxton’s original, with
many marvellots hiftories®. Caxton, from the gefles of zhe
Lombardis, gives a wonderful account of a peftilence in Italy,
under the reign of king Gilbert .

There is 2 Lecenpa SancTorum; five HisToria Lom-
BARDIGA, printed in 1483. This very uncommon book is
not mentioned by Maittaite. It has this colophon, ¢ Expli-
“ ciunt quorundam Sanctorum Legende adjunéte poft Lom-
« bardicam hifteriam:. Impreffa Argentine, M.ccce.Lxxx111".”
That is, the latter part of the beok contains a few Saints not in
the hiftory of the Lombards, which forms the firft part. I
have neither time nor inclination to examine whether this is
Jacobus’s LEcENDA : but I believe it to be the fame. I think
I have feen an older edition of the work, at Cologne 1470 .

I have obferved that Caxton’s Gorpen LEGenDE is taken
from Jacobus de Voragine. This perhaps is not precifely true.
Caxton informs us in his firft prefice to the firft edition of
148 that he had in his poffeflion a Legend in French, ano=
ther in Latin, and a third in Englith, which varied from the
other two in many places: and that MANY HISTORIES were
contained in the Englith colle@ion, which did not occur in the
French and Latin. Therefore, fays he, I have wryton ONE
«« pure of the fayd three bookes: which I have orderyd other-
«« wyfe than in the fayd Englysfbe Legende, which was fo to
¢t fore made.” Caxton’s Englifh original might have been the
old MeTrRIcAL LIVES OF THE SAINTS.

Cuar. xxi. A ftory from Juftin, concerning a confpiracy of
the Spartans againft their king.
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¢ Fol, ceclxxxxvii. b. “gue et Lomsarpica diciter,” Lagd.
is LeceExp. Aur, fol, coexv, 1509. fol.

Thi fupr. £, Ixxvi. = Fol, at Weftminfter. This is ong of
the fineft of Caxton’s publications.

See alfo ¥ Legenda Sandlorum

Cuar.
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Crar. xxii. How the Egyptians deified Ifis and Ofiris.
From faint Auftin.  As is the following chapter.

Cuapr. xxiv. Of a magician and his delicious garden, which
he thews only to fools and to his enemies.

CHAP. xxv. Of a lady who keeps the ftaff and ferip of a
ftranger, who refcued her from the opprefiions of a tyrant : but
being afterwards courted by three kings, fhe deftroys thofe
memorials of her greateft benefadtor.

CHAP. xxvi. An emperor, vifiting the holy la

d, commits
his daughter and his favorite dog, who is very fierce, to the
cuftody of five knights, under the fuperintendance of his fene-
fhall. The fenefhall neglects his charge : the  knights are
obliged to guit their poit for want of neceflaries ; and the dog,
being fed with the provifions a

ied to the knights, grows
fiercer, breaks his three chains, and kills the lady who was per-
mitted to wander at large in her father’s hall. When the em-
peror returns, the fenefhall is thrown into a burning furnace.

Cuap, xxviii. The old woman and her little dog.

CraPp., xxx. The three honours and three dithonours, decreed
by a certain king to every conqueror returning from war.

Cuap. xxxi. The fpeeches of the philofophers on feeing
king Alexander’s golden fepulchre,

CHAP. xxxiil, A man had three trees in his garden, op
which his three wives fucceflively hanged themfelves. Another
begs an offset from each of the trees, to be planted in the
gardens of his married neighbours. From Valerius Maximus,
who is cited,

Cuap, xxxiv, Ariftotle’s feven rules to his pupil Alexander.

This, I think, is from the SECRETA SECRETORUM. Arif-
totle, for two reafons, was a popular charalter in the dark ages.
He was the father of their philofophy: and had been the pre-
ceptor of Alexander the Great, one of the principal heroes of
romance. Nor was Ariftotle himfelf without his romantic
hiftory 3 in which he falls in love with a queen of Greece, who
quickly confutes his fubtleft fyllogifms.

c 2 Cuar,
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CuAar. xxxv. The GesTa Romanorum cited, for the cuf-
tom among the antient Romans of killing a lamb for pacifying
- - 4 (s
quarrels.
Cuar. xxxvi. Of a king who defires to know the nature of
nan. Solinus, de MiraBIL18us Munpi, is here quoted.
Cuar. xxxvii. Pliny’s account of the flone which the eagle

places in her nefl, to avoid the poifon of a ferpent.

Cuap. xxxix. Julius Cefar’s mediation between two brothers.
From the GeEsTA RoMANORUM.

We muft not forget, that there was the Romance of Jurius
Cesar. And I believe Antony and Cleopatra werc more
known charaders in the dark ages, than is commonly fuppofed.
Shakefpeare is thought to have formed his play on this ftory
from North’s <tranflation of Amyot’s unauthentic French Plu-
tarch, publifhed at London in 1579. Montfaucon, among the
manufcripts of monfieur Lancelot, recites an old piece written
about the year 1500, ¢ LA viE T FAlIs DE MARC ANTOINE
¢t le triumvir et de i mie CLEOPATRA, tranflate de 1" hiftorien
« Plutarque pour tres illuftre haute et puififante dame Madame
« Frangoife de Fouez Dame de Chiteaubriand *.” I know
not whether this piece was ever printed. At leaft it thews, that
the ftory was familiar at a more early period than is imagined ;
and leads us to fufped, that there might have been other mate-
rials ufed by Shakefpeare on this fubject, than thofe hitherto
pointed out by his commentators.

That Amyot's French verfion of Plutarch - thould contain
corruptions and innovations, will eafily be conceived, when it is
remembered that he probably tranflated from an old Italian
verfion®. A new exhibition in Englith of the French carica-

3
g

ITe-

n Bibl, Manvsce. tom. ii. p. 166g.  rewarded with an abbacy for tra
col. 2. the THEAGEN d CHaRICLEA
© See Bisr. Fr. dela Croix, &c. tom.i.  liodorus : for writing which, the author
p. 388. Amyot was a great wanflator of . wis deprived of a bifhoy rick: He died
Greek books; but I fear, not ye from  about 1580,
the Greek. Itis remarkable, that he was
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s moft valuable biog

pher by North, muft have ftill

more widely extended the deviation from the o
Cuapr, xl. The infidelity of a wife proved by feeling her
. ; 5

pulfe in converfation. From Macrobius.

Cuap. xlii, Valerius Maximus is cited, concerning a column

1111

at Rome infcribed with four letters four times written.

Cuar. xliv. Tiberius orders a maker of duétile glafs, which
could not be broken, to be beheaded, left it fhould become
more valuable than filver and gold.

This piece of hiftory, which appears alfo in Cornelius
Aggrippa DE VANITATE ScienTiarum Y, is taken from
Pliny, or rather from his tranfcriber Ifi

ore *. Pliny, in relating
this ftory, fays, that the temperature of glafs, {o as to render it
flexible, was difcovered under the reign of Tiberius.

In the fame chapter Pliny obferves, that glafs is fufceptible

of all colours. * Fit et album, et murrhinum, aut hyacinthos

¢ fapphirofque imitatum, et omnibus aliis coloribus. Nec eft
* alia nunc materia fequacior, aut etiam PICTURAE ACCOMMO~-
* pATIOR. DMaximus tamen honor in candido®.” But the

Romans, as the laft fentence partly proves, .probably never ufed
any coloured glafs for windows. The firft notice of windows
irch made of coloured glafs occurs in chronicles quoted

doz, a pope built a church at Rome;

and, ¢ fenefiras ex vitro diverfis coloribus conclufit atque deco-
(41

A

ravit*.” And in 856, he produces < feneftras vero vitreis
*¢ coloribus, &c*.” This however was a fort of mofaic in glafs.
To exprefs ficures in gl

A L= L=

s, or what we now call the art of
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painting in glafs, was a very different work : and, I believe, I
can fhew it was brought from Conftantinople to Rome before
the tenth century, with other ornamental arts. Guiccardini,
who wrote about 1560, in his Deferittione de futts Paefi Bafl,
alcribes the invention of baking colours in glafs for church-
windows to the Netherlanders*: but he does not mention the
period, and I think he muft be miftaken. It is certain that
this art owed much to the laborious and mechanical genius of
the Germans ; and, in particular, their deep refearches and ex-
periments in chemiftry, which they cultivated in the dark ages
with the moft indefatigable affiduity, muft have greatly affifted
its operations. I could give very early anecdotes of this art in
England, But, with the carelefs hafte of a lover, I am antici-
pating what I have to fay of it in my HisTory orF GoTHic
ARCHITECTURE IN ENGLAND.

Cuar. xlv. A king leaves four fons by his wife, only one
which is lawfully begotten. They have a conteft for the throne.
The difpute is referred to the deceafed king's fecretary, who
orders the body to be taken from the tomb; and decrees, that
the fon who can fhoot an arrow deepeft into it fhall be king,
The firft wounds the king’s right hand : the fecond his mouth ;
the third his heart, The laft wound is fuppofed to be the fuc-
cefsful one, At length the fourth, approaching the body, cried
out with a lamentable voice, ¢ Far be it from me to wound my
¢ father’s body!” In confequence of this {peech, he is pro-
nounced by the nobles and people prefent to be the true heir,
and placed on the throne.

Cuap, xlviii, Dionyfius is quated for the ftory of Perillus's
brafen bull,

Gower in the Conprssro AmanTis has this ftory ; which
he prefaces by faying that he found it in a Cronike™. In Caxton’s
Golden Legende, Macrobius is called a chronicle. * Macrobius
¢ fayth in a cronike *." Chronicles are naturally the firit efforts

¥ Antw. Plantin. 1580, i:ai. ¥ Fal.lxid, b,

¥ Lib. vii, f, 161. b cals 1,

of
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of the literature of a barbarous age. The writers, if any, of thofe
periods are feldom equal to any thing more than a bare narration
of falts: and fuch fort of matter is fuitable to the tafte and capa-
city of their cotemporary readers. A further proof of the prin-
ciples advanced in the beginning of this Diflertation,

Cuap. xlix. The duchefs Rofmilla falls in love with Conan,
king of Hungary, whom fhe fees from the walls of the city
of Foro-]Juli, which he is befieging. She has four fons and
two daughters. She betrays the city to Conan, on condition
that he will marry her the next day. Conan, a barbarian, exe-
cuted the contra@ ; but on the third day expofed her to his
whole army, faying, * fuch a wife deferves fuch a hufband.”

Paulus, that is, Paulus Diaconus, the biforian of the Longo-
bards is quoted. He was chancellor of Defiderius, the laft
king of the Lombards ; with whom he was taken captive by
Charlemagne. The hiftory here referred to is entitled GesTa
LoNGOoBARDORUM Y.

Curar. 1. From Valerius Maximus.

Cuar. li. From Jofephus.

Cuar. lii. From Valerius Maximus.

Crapr. liii. From the fame.

Cuap. liv. The emperor Frederick’s marble portico near
Capua.

I wonder there are not more romances extant on the lives of
the Roman emperors of Germany ; many of whom, to fay no
more, were famous in the crufades. There is a romance in old
German rhyme, called TEvERDANEK, on Maximilian the firft,
written by Melchior Pfinzing his chaplain. Printed at Nurems~
berg in 1517%,

¥ See Lib. iv. cap. xxviii.
ratorii Scwiptor, IT 1. |
Mediolan. 17235. Where | 1 Fol. on vellom. It is not printed
milda. The king is Cacan, or Cacanus, with moveable types: but every page is
a king of the Huns. There are fome fine graved in wood or brafs, With wooden

cuts, It is a molt beaugiful bock.

circumftances of diftrefls in Paolos’s de-
fcription of this fiege.

CHuaP.
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Cuar. lv. Of a king who has one fon exceedingly beautiful,
and four daughters, named Juftice, Truth, Mercy, and Peace.

Cuap. lvi. A nobleman invited a merchant to his caitle,
whom he met accordingly upon the road. At entering the
caftle, the merchant was aftonithed at the magnificence of the
chambers, which were overlaid with gold. At fupper, the
nobleman placed the merchant next .to his wife, who imme=
diately fhewed evident tokens of being much ftruck with her
beauty. The table was covered with the richeft dainties; but
while all were ferved in golden difhes, a pittance of meat was
placed before the lady in a difh made out of a human fcull.
The merchant was furprifed and terrified at this firange fpec-
tacle. At length he was conducted to bed in a fair chamber ;
where, when left alone, he obferved a glimmering lamp in a
nook or corner of the room, by which he difcovered two dead
bodies hung up by the arms. He was now filled with the moit
horrible apprehenfions, and could not fleep all the night. When
he rofe in the morning, he was aflked by the nobleman how he
liked his entertainment? He anfwered, There is plenty of
< eyery thing ; but the fcull prevented me from eating at {up-
« per, and the two dead bodies which I faw in my chamber
« from fleeping. With your leave therefore I will depart.”
The nobleman anfwered, ¢ My friend, you obferved the beauty
<« of my wife. The fcull which you faw placed before her at
¢ fupper, was the head of a duke, whom I detefted in her
¢« embraces, and which I cut off with my own fword. Asa
«¢ memorial of her crime, and to teach her modeft behaviour,
¢¢ her adulterer’s fcull is made to ferve for her difh. The bodies
¢ of the two young men hanging in the chamber are my two
¢ kinfmen, who were murthered by the fon of the duke. To
« keep up my {enfe of revenge for their blood, I vifit their

A
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s« dead bodies every day. Go in peace, and remember to judge

¢ nothing without knowing the truth.”
Caxton has the hiftory of Albione, 2 king of the Lombards,
who having conquered another king, ¢ lade awaye wyth hym
« Rofamounde

Y1 L2 L) L

S5




GESTA ROMANORUM.

XXv

¢ Rofamounde his wyf in captyvyte, but after he took hyr to
¢ hys wyf, and he dyde do make a cuppe of the fkulle of that
¢ kynge and clofed in fyne golde and fylver, and dranke out
«“ of it*.” This, by the way, is the ftory of the old Italian
tragedy of Meffer Giovanni Rucellai planned on the model of
the antients, and acted in the Rucellai gardens at Florence, be-
fore Leo the tenth and his court, in the year 1516 *. Davenant
has alfo a tragedy on the fame fubjeét, called ALBovINE Aing
of the Lombards bis Tragedy.

A moft fanguinary fcene in Shakefpeare’s TiTus ApRroNI-
cus, an incident in Dryden’s, or Boccace's, TAnNcrRED and
SicisMoNDA, and the cataftrophe of the beautiful metrical
romance of the Lapy of Facuer, are founded on the fame
horrid ideas of inhuman retaliation and favage revenge : but in
the two laft pieces, the circumftances are fo ingenioufly ima-
gined, as to lofe a confiderable degree of their atrocity, and to
be productive of the moft pathetic and interefling fituations.

Cuap. lii. The enchanter Virgil places a magical image in
the middle of Rome *, which communicates to the emperor
Titus all the fecret offences committed every day in the city .

This ftory is in the old black-lettered hiftory of the necro-
mancer Virgil, in Mr. Garrick’s collection.

Vincent of Beauvais relates many wonderful things, mirabiliter
attitata, done by the poet Virgil, whom he reprefents as a ma-
gician. Among others, he fays, that Virgil fabricated thofe
brazen ftatues at Rome, called Salfvacio Rome, which were the
gods of the Provinces conquered by the Romans. Every one
of thefe ftatues held in its hand a bell framed by magic; and

-

3 GorLpex Lee. f. ceclxxxxvii. . edit,
1493. The compilers of the SancTiLocE
probably took this ftory from Paulus Dia-
conus, GEsT. Longosarp. ut fupr, Lib,
il. cap, xxviii. p, 435, feq. It has been
adopted, as a romantic tale, into the His-
ToirEs Traciques of Belleforell, p. 2g7.
edit. 1580. The Englith reader may find
itin Heylin®s CosmocraruIg, B, i. col.i,

Vor. III.

p- 57. And in Machiavel's HisTory oF
Froxgwxce, in Englifh, Lond. 1680, B. i.
P- 5. feq. See alfo Lydgate’s Bocuas,
B. ix. ch. xxvii,

b See fupr. vol. ii. p. 411, -

¢ For the necromancer Virgil, fee fupr.
vol. ii. p. 22g.

4 In the Cexto NOVELLE ANTICHE,
Noy, vii,

d when
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when any province was meditating a revolt, the ftatue, or idol,
of that country ftruck his bell °,  This fiction is mentioned by
the old anonymous author of the MirasILia RoM.E, written
in the thirteenth century, and printed by Montfaucon . It
occurs in Lydgate’s Bocnas. He is {peaking of the Pantheon.

Whyche was a temple of old foundacion,
Ful of ydols, up fet on hye ftages ;

There throughe the worlde of every nacion
Were of theyr goddes fet up great ymages,
To every kingdom diret were their vifages,
As poetes and Fulgens * by hys live

In bokes olde plainly doth dyfcrive,

-
-
N
=
u
=
~
)

Every ymage had in his hande a bell,

As apperteyneth to every nacion,

Which, by craft fome token fhould tell
Whan any kingdom fil in rebellion, &c 2

ISIS1SIE

This fiction is not in Boccace, Lydgate’s original. Tt is in the
above-cited Gothic hiftory of Virgil. Gower’s Virgit, 1 think,
belongs to the fame romance.

1E1S1E

And eke Virgil of acqueintance

I figh, where he the maiden prayd,
Which was the doughter, as men fayd,
Of the emperour whilom of Rome ',

Cuavr. lviii. King Afimodeus pardons every malefactor con-
demned to death, who can tell three indifputable truths or
maxims.

¢ Srecur, Histor, Lib. iv. cap. 61,  Traye. MSS, Cotton. Cavie, A. z.4cl. B1,

- f. 66. a. £ Fulgentius.

< F Diar. ITaL. cap. xx, p. 288, edit. ® Tragedies of Bocnas, B. ix. ch, i,
iy 1702. M;u:}' wonders are alfo related of {t. 4. C(}mp:lTE :ill-'gh'. vol. 1 p. Gg.

I I'{ura".'.‘, in an old metrical romance called i CoNFESS. AMANT. Lo wiil. Foel¥xniz.

TaE Stacyons or Rome, in which
mulus 15 faid to be born of the o

Ro-  a. ol 2.

Cil:’\?,

Vi
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Citar. lix. The emperor Jovinian’s hiftory.

On this there is an antient French MorArLiTe, entitled,
L' Orgueil et prefomption de I'Emperenr Jovinran *.  This is
alfo the ftory of RoserT king of Sicily, an old Englifh poem,
or romanee, from which T have given copious extralls .

Cuar. Ix. A king has a daughter named Rofimund, aged
ten years; exceedingly beautiful, and {o-fwift of foot, that her
father promifes her in marriage to any man who can overcome
her in running. But thofe who fail in the attempt are to lofe
their heads. After many trials, in which the was always victo-
rious, fthe lofes the race with a poor man, who throws in her
way a filken girdle, a garland of rofes, and a filken purfe in-
clofing a golden ball, infcribed, ¢ whofo plays with me will
“* never be fatiated with play.” She marries the poor man,
who inherits her father’s kingdom.

This is evidently a Gothic innovation of the claflical tale of
Atalanta. But it is not impoflible that an oriental apologue
might have given rife to the Grecian fable.

Cuavr. Ixi. The emperor Claudius marries ‘his daughter to
the philofopher Socrates.

Cuap.-Ixii. Florentina’s picture.

Cuar. Ixiii. Vefpafian’s daughter’s garden. All her lovers
are obliged to enter this garden before they can obtain her love,
but'none return alive. The garden is haunted by a lion; and
has only one entrance, which divides into fo many windings, that
it never can be found again. At length, the furnifhes a knight
with a ball or clue of threéad, and teaches him how to foil the
lion. Having achieved this adventure, he marries the lady.

Here feems to be an allufion to Medea’s hiftory.

Cuar. Ixiv. A virgin is married to a king, becaufe the makes
him a fhirt of a piece of cloth three fingers long and broad.

Cuar. Ixv, A crofs with four infcriptions.

¥ See’Emexb, and Abp,y to vol. 4. at L Vol. i, p. 184.
P 197

dz Cuar.
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Cuar. Ixvi. A knight offers to recover a lady’s inheritance,
which had been feized by a tyrant; on condition, that if he is
Qain, fhe fhall always keep his bloody armour hanging in her
chamber. He regains her property, although he dies in the
attempt; and as often as fhe was afterwards fued for in marriage,
before fhe gave an anfwer, {he returned to her chamber, and
contemplating with tears her deliverer’s bloody armour, refolutely
rejected every follicitation.

Cu AP, lxvii. The wife and foolifh knight.

CHaAP. Ixviii. A woman underftands the language of birds.
The three cocks.

Cuar. Ixix. A mother gives to a man who marries her
daughter a fhirt, which can never be torn, nor will ever need
wathing, while they continue faithful to each other.

Cuar. Ixx. The king’s daughter who requires three impoffi--
ble things of her lovers.

Cuap. lxxii. The king who refigns his crown to his fon.

Cuar. Ixxiv. The golden apple.

Cuapr. Ixxv. A king’s three daughters marry three dukes, who
all die the fame year.

Cuar. Ixxvi. The two phyficians.

Cuap. Ixxix. The fable of the familiar afs.

Cuap. Ixxx. A devout hermit lived in a cave, near which a
thepherd folded his flock. Many of the fheep being itolen,
the fhepherd was unjuftly killed by his mafter as being con=
cerned in the theft. The hermit feeing an innocent man put
to death, began to fufpect the exiftence of a divine Providence ;
and refolved no longer to perplex himfelf with the ufelefs feve-

ties of religion, but to mix in the world. In travelling from
his retirement, he was met by an angel in the figure of a man ;
who faid, “ 1 am an angel, and am fent by God to be your
¢ companion on the road.” They entered a city; and begged
for lodging at the houfe of a knight, who entertained them at
a fplendid fupper. In the night, the angel rofe from his bed,

and ftrangled the knight's only child who was afleep in the
z cradle,
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cradle. The hermit was aftonifthed at this barbarous return for
fo much hofpitality, but was afraid to make any remonftrance
to his companion. Next morning they went to another city.
Here they were liberally received in the houfe of an opulent
citizen; but in the night the angel rofe, and ftole a golden cup
of ineftimable value. The hermit now concluded, that his
companion was a Bad Angel. In travelling forward the next
morning, they paﬂ'ed over a bridge ; about the middle of which
they met a poor man, of whom the angel afked the way to the
next city. Having received the defired information, the angel
pufhed the poor man into the water, where he was immediately
drowned. In the evening they arrived at the houfe of a rich
man; and begging for a lodging, were ordered to fleep in
a fhed with the cattle. In the morning the angel gave the
rich man the cup which he had ftolen, The hermit, amazed
that the cup which was ftolen from their friend and bene-
factor fhould be given to one who refufed them a lodging,
began to be now convinced that his companion was the devil ;
and begged to go on alone. But the angel faid, ¢ Hear me,
¢ and depart. When you lived in your hermitage a fhepherd
¢ was killed by his mafter. He was innocent of the fuppofed
¢ offence : but had he not been then killed, he would have
‘¢ committed crimes in which he would have died impenitent.
¢ His mafter endeavours to atone for the murther, by dedicating
“ the remainder of his days to alms and deeds of charity. I
« ftrangled the child of the knight. But know, that the father
* was fo intent on heaping up riches for this child, as to ne-
« gledt thofe aéls of public munificence for which he was be-
“ fore fo diftinguithed, and to which he has now returned. I
‘¢ ftole the golden cup of the hofpitable citizen. ~But know,
# that from a life of the ftricteft temperance, he became, in
‘¢ confequence of poffeffing this cup, a perpetual drunkard ;
¢ and is now the moft abftemious of men. I threw the poor
¢ man into the water. He was then honeft and religious. But
4 know, had he walked one half of a mile further, he would

#“ have
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¢t have murthered a man in a flate of mortal fin.” I gave the
< golden cup to the rich man who refufed to take us within his
¢« rogof. He has therefore received:his reward in this world;
< and in the next, will fuffer the pains of hell for his inhofpi-
« tality.” The hermit fell proftrate at the angel’s feet; and re-
quefling forgivenefs, returned to his hermitage, fully convinced
of the wifdom and juftice of God’s government.

This is the fable of Parnell’'s Hermrr, which that elegant
yet original writer has heightened with many mafterly’ touches
of poetical colouring, and a happier arrangement of cifcam-
ftances. Among other proofs which might be mentioned of
Parnell’s genius and'addrefs in treating this {ubjeét, by referving
the difcovery of the angel to a critical period at the clofe of the
fable, he has found means to introduce a beautiful defeription,
and an interefting furprife. In this poem, the laft inftance of
the angel’s: feeming injuftice, is that of pufhing the guide ‘from
the bridge into the river. At this, the hermit is unable to
fupprefs his indignation.

SIS ISISISIESS 151545k
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Wild fparkling rage inflames the Father's eyes,
He burfts the bonds of fear; and madly cries,

¢ Detefted wretch |"—DBut fcarce his: fpeech began,
When the ftrange partner feem’d no longer man :
His youthful face grew more ferencly {weet,

His robe turn’d white, and flow’d upon his feet ;
Fair rounds of radiant points inveft his hair ;
Celeftial odours fill the purple air :

And wings, whofe colours glitter'd on the day,
Wide at his back their gradual plumes difplay.
The form ethereal burfts upon his fight,

And moves in all the majefty of light.

1S55I
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The fame apologne occurs, with fome flight additions and
variations for the worfe, in Howell’s LETTERs ; who profeffes

to have taken it from the fpecw/ative fir Philip Herbert’s Con--
CEPTIONS

1515 S S1S1S
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C€EPTIONS to his Son, a book which-I have never feen ", Thefe
Letters were publifhed about the year 16350, It is alfo found in
the Divine Diatbcues of doSor Henry More®, who has
illuftrated its important moral with the I"uilowing fine reflections,

¢ The affairs of this world are like 2 curious, but intricately
“ contrived Comedy; and we cannot judge of the tendency of
(11

what is paft, or acting at prefent, before the entrance of the
¢ lalt A&, which fhall bring in Righteoufivefs in trinmph :
¢ who, though fhe hath abided many a brunt, and has been very
‘¢ cruelly and defpightfully: ufed hitherto in the world, yét at
& Jait, according to our defires, we fhall fee the J\-nfght over-
““ come the giant. For what is the reafon we are fo much
¢ pleafed with the reading romances and the fitions of the
poets, but that here, as Ariftotle fays, things are fet down as
¢ they fhould be; but in the true hiftory hitherto of the world,
things are recorded indeed ‘as they are, but it is but a tefti
mony, that they have not been as they fhould be? Where-
fore, in the upfhot of all, when we fhall {ee that come to pafs,
that fo mightily pleafes us in the reading the moft ingenious
“ plays and heroick' poems, ‘that long afflicted vertue at Iaft
“ comes to the crown, the mouth of all unbelievers muft be
* for ever flopped. And for my own. part, I doubt not but

~
-

“ that it will fo come to pafs in the clofeof the world, But
“ impatiently to call for vengeance upon every enormity before
Eq

that time, is rudely to overturn the ftage before the entrance
‘¢ into the fifth a&, out of ignorance of the plot of the comedy;
and to prevent the folemnity of the general judgement by
more paltry and particular executions ®,”

Parnell feems to have chiefly followed the ftory as it is told
by this Platonic theologift, who had not lefs imagination - than
learning, Pope ufed to fay, that it was originally written in
= ¥ol. dv. Lew: iv. p.og. edit, 1655, colletion of Latin Apologues, quoted a-
Bvo bove, MSS. Harr. 463. fol. 8.8, The
™ ParT i p. 321, DAL, §i. edit: Lond.. rubric is; Do Angels gui duxis Hiremstam ad

1668, 12mo, T muft mot forget that it diverfz Hopiria,
occars, as told in our Gista, among a 2 Ibid. poggse

Spanifh.
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gpanifh. ‘This I do not believe : but from the early connetion
between the Spaniards and Arabians, this affertion tends to con-
firm the fufpicion, that it was an oriental tale.

Cuar. lxxxi. A king violates his fiter. The child is ex-
pofed in a cheft in the fea; is chriftened Gregory by an abbot
who takes him up, and after various adventures he is promoted
to the popedom. In their old age his father and mother go 2
pilgrimage to Rome, in order to confefs to this pope, not know=
ing he was their fon, and he being equally ignorant that they are
his parents : when in the courfe of the confeflion, a difcovery is

: made on both fides.
: Cuapr. Ixxxix. The three rings.

This ftory is'in the Decameroxn?, and in the CEnTo
NoverLe ANTICHE %; and perhaps in Swift's TALE oF A
Tus.

Cuap. xcv. The tyrant Maxentius. From the GesTa Ro-

MmANorRUM, which are cited.
I think there is the romance of MAXENCE, Conftantine’s

A La L Ly L S i I L L 5 Ly (LS (S5 LS
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antagonift.
Cuap. xcvi. King Alexander places a burning candle in his

hall ; and makes proclamation, that he will abfolve all thofe
who owe him forfeitures of life and land, if they will appear
before the candle is confumed.

Cuap. xcvii. Prodigies before the death of Julius Cefar, who
is placed in the twenty-fecond year of the city. From the
CRroNICA, as they are called.

Cuap. xcix. A knight faves a ferpent who is fighting in a
foreft with a toad’, but is afterwards bit by the toad. The
knight languithes many days: and when he is at the point of
death, the fame ferpent, which he remembers, enters his cham=
ber, and fucks the poifon from the wound.

IS1SIS1IS15"
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attack begins, and of the ferpent fighting
with and being killed by the fpider, ori-
ginate from Fliny, Nat. HisT. % 84.
XX 13

P 1. 3.

1 Nov. lxxi.

t The flories, perhaps fabulous, of the
ferpent fighting with his inveterate ene-
my the weazel, who eats rue before the

LSS S SRS S
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Cuar. ci. Of Ganterus, who for his prowefs in war being
elected a king of a certain country, is on the night of his coro-
nation conducted to a2 chamber, where at the head of the bed is
a fierce lion, at the feet a dragon, and on either fide a bear,
toads, and ferpents. He immediately quitted his new kingdom ;
and was quickly eleCted king of another country. Going to
reft the- firft J'Iight, he was led into a chamber furnithed with a
bed richly embroidered, but ftuck all over with fharp razors.
This kingdom he alfo. relinquithes. At length he meets a
hermit, who gives him a ftaff, with which he is directed to
knock at the gate of a magnificent palace, feated on a lofty
mountain. Here he gains admittance, and finds every fort of
happinefs unembittered with the laeft degree of pain.

The king means every man advanced to riches and honour,
and who thinks to enjoy thefe advantages without interruption
and alloy. The hermit is religion, the ftaff penitence, and the
palace heaven.

In a more confined fenfe, the firft part of this apologue may
be feparately interpreted to fignify, that a king, when he enters
on his important charge, ought not to fuppofe himfelf to fucceed
to the privilege of an exemption from care, and to be put into
immediate pofleflion of the higheft pleafures, conveniencies, and
felicities of life; but to be fenfible, that from that moment,
he begins to encounter the greateft dangers and difficulties.

Cuap. cii. Of the lady of a knight who went to the holy
land. She commits adultery with a clerk fkilled in ne-
cromancy. Another magician difcovers her intrigues to the
abfent knight by means of a polithed mirror, and his image
in wax.

In Adam Davie's GesT or romance of Arexaxprr, Nec-
tabanus, a king and magician, difcovers the machinations of
his enemies by embattelling them in figures of wax, This is
the moft extenfive necromantic operation of the kind that I
remember, and muit have formed a puppet-fhew equal to the
mofit I_}“-lt!!clid pantmnimc.

Yor. III. e Barounes
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Barounes weore whilom wys and gode,
That this ars * wel undurftode :
Ac on ther was Neptanamous
Wis*® in this ars and malicious ¢
Whan kyng other eorl * cam on him to weorre ¥
Quyk he loked in the fteorre *;
Of wax made him popetts 7,
And made heom fyzhte with battes:
And fo he learned, je wous dy,
Ay to aquelle * hys enemye,
With charms and with conjurifons :
Thus he afaied the regiouns,
"That him cam for to afaile,
In puyr * manyr of bataile®;
By cler candel in the nyzt,
He mad uchon © with: othir to f}f?.t,
Of alle manere nacyouns,
That comen by {chip or dromouns
At the lafte, of mony londe
Kynges therof haden gret onde’,
Well thritty y gadred beoth °,
And by fpekith al his deth “.
Kyng Philipp ® of grete thede
Maifter was of that fede®:
He was a mon of myzty hond,
With hem brouzte, of divers lond,
Nyne and twenty ryche kynges,
To make on hym bataylynges

SISISIS1SIS1IS1IS5S
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il * Art. Necromancy. ¥ See Mr. Tyrwhitt’s Chaucer’s Caxr.
g e y

n t Wife, T. ver. 1281,

= " Or earl. ¢ Rach one.

= ¥ War, ¢ Had great jealoufy or anger.

J * Stars, e Near thirty were gathered, or confe-
k " Puppets. derated. :

f * Congquer. f Al refolved to d y him,

o \t:'}'_ Real, B |‘.‘|.i,|1'p of Maced
b Felde, Field, Army.

Neptanamous
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Neptanamous hyt underftod ;
Ychaunged was al his mod ;

He was aferde fore of harme :
Anon he deede ! cafte his charme :
His ymage he madde anon,

And of his barounes everychon,
And afterward of his fone * ;

He dude hem to gedere to gon '
In a bafyn al by charme :

He fazh on him = fel theo harme ;
He feyz flye " of his barounes

Of al his lond diftinéticuns,

He lokid, and kneow in the fterre,
Of al this kynges theo grete werre ?, &c.?

Afterwards he frames an image of the queen Olympias, or
Olympia, while fleeping, whom he violates in the {hape of a
dragon.

Theo lady lyzt on 9 hire bedde,

Yheoled * wel with filken webbe,

In a chayfel * fmok fcheo lay,

And yn a mantell of doway :

Of theo bryztnes of hire face

Al about {chone the place *.

I He did, k Enemies.

P MSS. (Bod. Bibl.
Laid.

Lo, Cod. Reg. Par. 7191,
Un chemis de chaifil
De fil, et d'@vre moult foutil,
¢ Perhapsin S¥n La UNFAL, the [ame
fituation is move elegantly touched, MSS.
Cotion, Caria, A, 2, ful, 35. 8
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Herbes he tok in an herber,
And ftamped them in a morter,
And wrong * hit in a box :
After he tok virgyn wox
And made a popet after the quene,
His ars-table ¥ he can unwrene ;
The quenes name in the wax he wrot;
Whil hit was fumdel hot :
In a bed he hit dyzt
Al aboute with candel lyzt,
And f{preynd * theron of the herbus :
Thus charmed Neptanabus.
The lady in hir bed lay
Abouzt mydnyzt, ar the day *,
Whiles he made conjuryng,
Scheo® fawe fle®, in her metyng *,
Hire thought, a dragoun lyzt,
T'o hire chaumbre he made his flyzt,
In he cam to her bour
And crept undur hir covertour,
Mony fithes ® he hire kuft*
And faft in his armes pruft,
And went away, fo dragon wyld,
And grete he left hire with child =

IS5 IS1I51S1515 4]0
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* Wrung, er's Conress. Amaxt, Lib, vi. ok
¥ 'This is defcribed above, f. 55, cxxxviii. a, col. 1. feq.

And through the crafte of artemage;
Of waxe he forged an ymage, &c.

Gaower's dragon, inapproaching the queen,

L

Of gold he made a table
Al ful of fleorron [flars ] m—

An altrolabe is ingended.

£l = Sprinkled. i5 conrters and defonarre.

- i Bp s Aasr

= b EILZW 2 With al the chere that he'maie,

= ¢ FIs ’1‘t_Jwardc the bedde ther as flie laie,

= & Drcam. Till he came ta hir the beddes fide

=l t Tire. Jﬂ:nd fhe !:uc fll, and norh:,‘_n_g cride 3

! Kified her. For he did all hys thynges faire,

gt And was curteis and debonaire,

il

£ Fal. g7. The text is here given from
15S. Bopr. ut fupr. Compared with
MSS. Hoserr, Lincory. 150, See Gow-

Ibid. col. z. I canld not refilt the temp-
tation of tranfcribing this gallantry of a
dragon,

ST
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Theocritus, Virgil, and Hoerace, have left inftances of incan-
tations conducted by figures in wax. In the beginning of the
laft century, many witches were executed for attempting the
lives of perfons, by fabricating reprefentations of them in wax
and clay. King James the firft, in his DagmoNoLoc1E, (peaks
of this practice as very common ; the eflicacy of which he pe-
remptortily afcribes to the power of the devil®. His majelly’s
arguments, intended to prove how the magician’s image ope-
rated on the perfon reprefented, are drawn from the depths of
moral, theological, phyfical, and metaphyfical f;n-:)r.'.-'!cdgc. The
Arabian magic abounded with thefe infatuations, which were
partly founded on the do€trine of fympathy.

But to return to the Gesta Romanorum. In this flory
one of the magicians is ftyled Magifler peritus, and fometimes
fimply Magifier. That is, a cuanning-man. The title Magifler
in our univerfities has its origin from the ufe of this word in
the middle ages. With what propriety it is now continued I
will not fay. Myflery, antiently ufed for a particular art’, or
{kill in general, is a fpecious and eafy corruption of Maiffery
or Maflery, the Englith of the Latin MAGisTERIUM, Or Ar
Jicium 5 in French Maiftrife, Meftier, Mefirie, and in Ttalian 3
giflerio, with the fame fenfe . In the French romance of Crro-
MEDES, & phyfician is called fimply Maitre '.

1=

Lie font de chou qu'il n'y a
Peril et que bien garira :
Car il li MaisTrE ainfi dit leur ont.

dragon, Gower's whole defcription of this
interview, as will appear on comparifon,
feems 1o be taken from Beauvais, * Neéta-
“ banus {etransformat inillom draconis fe-
" duttiorem trattum, triclini mgue pene-
" trat reptabundus, {pecie {peSabilis, tum
ajeltate totius corporis, tum etiam fi-
um acumine adeo terribilis, ut pa-
rietes etiam ac fundamenta domus quati
viderentar, &c¢.* Hist, Srrcve. fol.
41.b. utfepr, See Aul, Gell, Nocr, ArT.

¥ik. I.

&

b Edit. 1603. 4to. B. ii. ch. iv. p. 44.
j—L'q,

¥ For mnftance, ** the Art and Myfery of
* Printing; ”’

kE In a ftatute of Henry the eighth, in.
flead of the words in the laft note, we
have ** The Sciswce and '.'_:r'.a‘;.‘ of Print-
“ ing."” Ann.reg. 25. A. D. 1533. For
many re 4']'_{'._';2'(.{"': a.nl'\.tr_':ing to the
Latin Myferinm, never could have been
Or::_g;rm”y upp]'n:d in thefe cafes.

£ MSS, Cad, Reg. Paril. 7539,

And
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And the medical art is ftyled Meffrie. < Quant il (the furgeon)
s apercut que c’cftoit maladie non mie curable par nature et par
« MzesTRIE, et par medicine, &c ™" Maifirife is ufed for art
or workmanthip, in the CuronicoN of Saint Denis, ¢ Entre
« Jes autres prefens, li envoia une horologe de laton, ouvrez par
“ marveilleufe MarsTrise®” That the Latin MAGISTERIUM
has precifely the fame fenfe appears from an account of the con-
tra& for building the conventual church of Cafino in Italy, in
the year 1349. = The architects agree to build the church in the
form of the Lateran at Rome. ¢ Et in cafu fi aliquis [defectus]
¢ in eorum MAGISTERIO appareret, promii‘ctunr refarcire *."
Chaucer, in the RomaunT oF THE Rose, ufes MAISTRISE
for artifice and workmanthip.

Was made a toure of orete maifirife;
4 d
A fairer faugh no man with fight,
Large, and wide, and of grete might, &c’.

And, in the fame poem, in defcribing the (hoes of MirTH.

=1

And (hode he was, with grf:l'c maiflrie,
With thone decopid and with lace %

MaysTRYE occurs in the defeription of a lady’s faddle, in Syr
LLAUNFAL'S romance.

Her fadell was femely fett,
The fambus " were grene felvett,

Thus ex
#aLEs Frawci
“¢ ginm ex aurichale
“ fice compafitum,”
° Hisr. K. tom. ii.
col. ii. Chart. ann. 1340,
S o B
9 Ibid. v, B4z.
* I know not what ernament or imple-

vidently v
tiam, in the be

ance of Gar
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I paynted with ymagerye ;
The bordure was of belles *
Of ryche golde and nothynge elles

That any man myzt afpie :

In the arfounis* before and behynde
Were twey ftones of Ynde

Gay for the

The paytrell © of her palfraye
Was worth an earldom, &c.

 In the faddle-bow were two jewels

(13 T
b flower
¢ dle was worth a
““and a richer &z
The French word ever, 15 p §
written Sambue, and is not uncommon in
old French v be rolls, where it ap-
pears-to be A fema cloth, or hou-
fing. Soin Le Ro pE LA Rosg,

¢ ont which the

NEVEr was

Comme royne fult veftue,
it chevauchall 3 grand Samzve.

|1|;I'_- cum

R S

But Vincent’s

Wrilicn

Idle-cloth, ih which
filver, or pearls, &¢, CowstI-
cap. gz. Queen Olympias, in Da-
Gest of Alexander, has = Sambuye
fol. 54, [Swpr. vol. i, zz1,]

XXXIX
yfirye.
of India, very beautiful

A mule al
With fadel

e

3 old{myth wor
that fam was [awen

» that maid a mellod s noyie,
. Cork. ad eale. to

fmall
»

ullnefs of tale.

h a boterflie,
ifport ne game

» dan Piers by yo

Swiche
Fo

Th

L wort

=
=

me,

¢ you hertely tell us
rl e el
Thar &t ¥ f
B.\' heven
I thoulde or ¢k
Although

1at for us alle dide,
llen down for flepe,
"

lough had been never fo

¢ Saddle-bow. See fupr. vol. §.p. 165,
® Brealt-plate.
113 to
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e to be feen, in confequence of the great ar¢ with which they
Chaucer calls his Monke,

x1

¢« were wrought =L

. fayre for the Maifirie,
An outrider, that lovid venery”.

Fayre for the Maiftrie means, {killed in the Maiflrie of the game,
La Maifirife du Venerie, or the fcience of hunting, then fo
much a favorite, as fimply and familiarly to be called the maj, Prie.
From many other inftances which I could produce, I will only
add, that the fearch of the Philofopher’s Stone is called in
the Latin Geber, InveEsTIiGATIO MAGISTERILI.

Cuap. ciii. The merchant who fells three wile maxims to
the wife of Domitian.

Crap. civ. A knight in hunting meets a lion, from whofe
foot he extraéts a thorn. Afterwards he becomes an outlaw ;
and being feized by the king, is condemned to be thrown into a
deep pit to be devoured by a hungry lion. The lion fawns on the
knight, whom he perceives to be the fame that drew the thorn
from his paw. Then faid the king, * I will learn forbearance
« from the beafts. As the lion has fpared your life, when it was
“ in his power to take it, I therefore grant you a free pardon.
« Depart, and be admonifhed hence to live virtuoufly.”

The learned reader muft immediately recolleé a fimilar ftory
of one Androclus, who being expofed to fight with wild beafts
in the Roman amphitheatre, is recognifed and unattacked by 2
moft favage lion, whom he had formerly healed cxadtly in the
fame manner. But I believe the whole is nothing mor¢ than an
oriental apologue on gratitude, written much earlier ; and that
it here exifts in its original ftate. Androclus’s ftory is related
by Aulus Gellius, on the authority of a Greek writer, one Ap-
pion, called Pliftonices, who flourithed under Tiberius. The cha-
radter of Appion, with which Gellius prefaccs this tale, in {fome
mealure invalidates his credit; notwithftanding he pretends to

x MS. fol. 40, a, ¥ Pror, v, 1635,
; e
nave
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have been an eye witnefs of this extraordinary fac. ¢ Ejus libri,
¢ fays Gellius, non incelebres feruntur; quibus, smnium ferme que
“ mirifica in Egypto vifuntur audiunturque, hiftoria comprehen-
‘¢ ditur, Sed in his quae audivifle et legiffe fefe dicit, fortafle a
¢ vitio ftudioque offentationis fit loguacior, 8c*” Had our
compiler of the GestA taken this ftory from Gellius, it is
probable he would have told it with fome of the fame circum-
ftances : efpecially as Gellius is a writer whom he frequently
follows, and even quotes; and to whom, on this occafion, he
might have been obliged for a few more firokes of the marvel-
lous. But the two writers agree only in the general fubjeét.
Our compiler’s narrative has much more fimplicity than that of
Gellius ; and contains marks of eaftern manners and life, Let
me add, that the oriental fabulifts are fond of illuftrating and
enforcing the duty of gratitude, by feigning inftances of the
gratitude of beafts towards men. And of this the prefent
compilation, which is ftrongly tinctured with orientalifm, affords
feveral other proofs.

Cuar,. cv, Theodofius the blind emperor ordained, that the
caufe of every injured perfon fhould be heard, on ringing a bell
placed in a public part of his palace. A ferpent had a neft near
the {pot where the bell-rope fell. In the abfence of the ferpent,
a toad took pofleffion of her neft. The ferpent twifting herfelf
round the rope, rang the bell for juftice; and by the emperor’s
{pecial command the toad was killed. A few days afterwards,
as the king was repofing on his couch, the ferpent entered the
chamber, bearing a precious ftone in her mouth, The ferpent
creeping up to the emperor’s face, laid the precious ftone on his
eyes, and glided out of the apartment. Immediately the em-
peror was reftored to his fight.

This circumiftance of the Bell of Juftice occurs in the real
hiftory of fome eaftern monarch, whofe name I have forgot.

* Nocr, Arric. Lib. v. cap.xiv. See  wasan eyé wimefs, ihid. L. vii. cap. viii.
another fabulous flory, of which Appion It is of a boy beloved by a dolphin

You. HI, f In
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In the Arabian philofophy, ferpents, either from the bright-
nefs of their eyes, or becaufe they inhabit the cavities of the
earth, were confidered as having a natural, or occult, conneétion
with precious ftones. In Alphonfus’s CLericaris Disci-
PLINA, a fnake is mentiened, whofe eyes were real jacinths.
In Alexander’s romantic hiftory, he is faid to have found fer-
pents in the vale of Jordian, with collars of huge emeralds
growing on their necks®. The toad, under a vulgar indifcri-
minating idea, is ranked with the reptile race : and Shakefpeare
has a beautiful cemparifon on the traditionary notion, that the
toad has a rich gem inclofed within its head. Milton gives his
ferpent eyes of carbuncle ®.

Cuap. cvi. The three fellow-travellers, who have only one
loaf of bread.

This apologue is in Alphonfus.

Cuapr. cvii. There was an image in the city of Rome, which
firetched forth its right hand, on the middle finger of which
was written sTRIKE HERE. For a long time none could un-
derftand the meaning of this myfterious infeription. At length
a certain fubtle Clerk, who came to fee this famous image, ob-
ferved, as the {un fthone againit it, the thadow of the inferibed
finger on the ground at fome diftance. He immediately took a
fpade, and began to dig exaltly on that fpot. He came at
length to a flight of fteps which defcended far under ground,
and led him to a ftately palace. Here he entered a hall, where
he faw a%king and queen fitting at table, with their nobles and a
multitude of people, all clothed in rich garments. But no per-

fon fpake a word, He looked towards one corner, where he faw
a polithed carbunele, which illuminated the whole room*. In

* Vincent Beauvais, Seecuvr., Hisr. And whan he come to the foreft on hys,
Lab, 1v. ¢, 58. fol, 42. a, A pa\'}'.’.{)un y teld he i'}-x;

* Parap. L, ix. soo. The pavylounwas wrouth forfothe ywys

¢ &ee fupr. vol. ii. p. z2g. So in the All of werk of Bar(ynys *,
romance,orLay, of s¥r Launrar. MSS. The pomells * of eryftall.—
LCotton, Caric. A, z. fol. 3¢, a.

3 gy et L2 On the top was a beaft,
2 Saracen-work, 2 Balls. Pinnacles.

Of
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the oppofite corner he perceived the figure of a man ftanding,
!munfr a bended bow with an arrow in hls hand, as prepared to

thoot.

On his forehead was written, I am, who am.

No-

“ thing can efcape my ftroke, not even yonder carbunele which

¢ fhines fo bright.”
and entering a chambc:
at the lomn m purple *

The Clerk beheld all with amazement ;
faw the moft beautiful ladies working
But all was filence.
a ftable full of the moft excellent horfes and affe

He then entered
s : he touched

fome of them, and they were inftantly turned into ftone. He
next furveyed all the apartments of the palace, which abounded

OFf bournedde 'J-lee, ryche and good,
Ifloryfched with ryche amall 7 ;
His n° wer carbonkeles bryzt,
As the mon* ¢ they fchon anyzr,
Thag ipn teth out ovir all :
mndre the conguerour,

e kyng Artour yn hys moft hend
Ne hadde non i'uxuh. quell,
He found yn the pavyloun,
The ky hges douzter of Olyroun,
Dame Triamour that hyete,
Her fadyr was kyng of Fayre.

And in the alliterative romance, ealled
the Sece or Jerusanem. MSS. Cote
Carrc. A. 2. fol, 122. b,

Tytus tarriedde nozte ¥ for that, but to
the tempul rode,

That was rayled in the roofe with rabyes
ryche,

With perles and with perytotes® all the
pJacc {crtc,

That g nyumu_ as coles in-the fyre, on the
golde ryche ;

The dores with dy.:mbm.c; dryven were

thykke,

And made alfo marveyloofl y with margery
p"‘":d_1

That ever lemede the ] yzt, and-as a lampe
fhewed :

The clerkes had none other lyzte,—

rimas
¥

4 The original is,  mulier T p
*in purpura et pallo operantes 7

TENTL,
3 Enamel, & Moan,
& jewel called Parerer,

5 Nought,
MopasT,

Axce

f2

ich 1 never {aw L‘L“(" in  barbarovs
ity : but which tallies with the old
Englith rxgrcﬂum purpgle and pafl,  This
is fometimes written purple pall, As in
Syr Lavwrar, ut fupr. fol

The lady wasclad yn parpure palle.

Antiently Pallium, as did Purpara, fignified
in general any rich cloth, Thus there
were faddles, de pallis et met. a bed,
de palliv ; a cnfc de
Duln_ ne; LT,
Pervuss, its crr.-q
to cover a hall with tapeftry was «¢:
paller.  So'in Sy Lavne -.L, ut fupr.
fol. 40, 1.
Thyn halle agyrde, and hele [cover] the
walles
With clodes: [clothes], and wyth ryche
Jpialler,
A zens [againft] my Lady Tryamour.

Which alfo illuftrates the former meaning.
In A. Davie's GesT of Alexander we
have,

Her bed was made forfothe

With pallis and with riche clothe,

The chambre was hangid with clothe of

13 7 s
gold. fol. 5

& On the fnger of ]"m-” w
ia G4 7 Marg

with
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with all that his withes could defire. He again vifited the hall,
and now began to reflect how he fhould return; ¢ but, fays he,
¢« my report of all thefe wonders will not be believed, unlefs 1
¢ carry fomething back with me.” He therefore took from
the principal table a golden cup and a golden Knife, and placed
them in his bofom. When, the man who ftood in the corner
with the bow, immediately fhot at the carbuncle, which he
{hattered into a thoufand pieces. At that moment the hall be-
came dark as night. In this darknefs not being able to find his
ray, he remained in the fubterrancous palace, and foon died a

SIS 1SS TSTS1E

miferable death.

In the MorRALISATION of this flory, the fleps by which the
Clerk defcends into the earth are fuppofed to be the Paffions.
The palace, fo richly ftored, is the world with all its vanities
and temptations. The figure with the bow bent is Death, and
the carbuncle is Human Life. He fuffers for his avarice in
coveting and feizing what was not his own ; and no fooner has
he taken the golden knife and cup, that is, enriched himfelf
with the goods of this world, than he is delivered up to the
gloom and horrors of the grave.

Spenfer in the FAER1E QUEENE, feems to have diftantly re-
membered this fable, where 2 fiend expeéling fir Guyon will
be tempted to fnatch fome of the treafures of the fubterranecous
House oF Ricursse, which are difplayed in his view, is
prepared to faften upon him.

:
i

1Ll L5 LG L

ik

Thereat the fiend his gnathing teeth did grate,
And griev'd fo long to lack his greedie pray ;
For well he weened that fo glorious bayte
Would tempt his gueit to take thereof aflay :
Had he fo doen, he had him {natcht away
More light than culver in the faucon’s fift “.

[ ¥ [
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This ftory was originally invented of pope Gerbert, or Syl-

« B, ii, C.vili & 34

LN

velter

 1E ST




GESTA ROMANORUM. xlv

vefter the fecond, who died in the year 1003. He was emi-
nently learned in the mathematical fciences, and on' that ac-
count was ftyled a magician. - William of Malmefbury is, I
believe, the: firft writer now extant by whom it is recorded :
and he produces it partly to fhew, that Gerbert was not always
fuccefsful in thofe attempts which he fo frequently practifed to
difcover treafures hid in the earth, by the application of the ne-
eromantic arts. I will tranflate Malmefbury’s narration of this
fable, as it varies in fome of the circumitances, and has {fome
heightenings of the fiction. “ At Rome there was a brazen
“ ftatue, extending the forefinger of the right hand ; and on its
¢¢ forehead was written Strike bere. Being fufpected to conceal
¢ a treafure, it had received many bruifes from the credulous
¢¢ and ignorant, in their endeavours to open it. At length Gerbert
¢ unriddled the myftery. At noon-day obferving the refle&tion of
¢ the forefinger on the ground, he marked the fpot. At night
¢ he came to the place, with a page carrying a lamp. There by
“ a magical operation he opened a wide paffage in the earth;
“¢ through which they both defcended, and came to a wvaft
¢« palace. The walls, the beams, and the whole ftrufture, were
“ of gold: they faw golden images of knights playing at chefs,
¢« with a king and queen of gold at a banquet, with numerous
¢ attendants in gold, and cups of immenfe fize and value. In
¢ a recefs was a ecarbuncle, whofe luftre illuminated the whole
¢ palace : oppofite to which ftcod a figure with a bended bow.
¢ As they attempted to touch fome of the rich furniture, all
¢t the golden images feemed to rufh upon them. Gerbert was
“ too wile to attempt this a fecond time: but the page was
¢ bold enough to fnatch from the table a golden knife of ex-
¢ quifite workmanthip. At that moment, all the golden images
“ rofe up with a dreadful noife; the figure with the bow fhot at
¢ the carbunele; and a total darknefs enfued. The page then

placed the knife, otherwife, they both would have fuffered
a cruel death.,” Malmefbury afterwards mentions a brazen
bridge, framed by the enchantments of Gerbert, beyond which

were

-~

et
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xlvi A DISSERTATION ON THE

were golden horfes of a gigantic fize, with riders: of gold
richly illuminated by the moft ferene meridian fun. A large
company attempt to pafs the bridge, with a defign of ftealing
fome pieces of the gold. Immediately the bridge rofe from its
foundations, and ftood perpendicular on one end : a brazen man
appeared from beneath it, who ftruck the water with a mace of
brafs, and the fky was overfpread with the moft horrible gloom.
Gerbert, like fome other learned necromancers of the Gothic
ages, was fuppofed to have fabricated a brazen head under the
influence of certain planets, which an{wered queftions. But I
forbear to fuggeft any more hints for a future colletion of Ara-
bian tales. I fhall only add Malmefbury’s account of the educa-
tion of Gerbert, which is a curieus illuftration of what has
been often inculcated in thefe volumes, concerning the: introduc-
tion of romantic fition into Europe . ¢ Gerbert, a native of
¢ France, went into Spain for the purpofe of learning aftrology,
¢ and other f{ciences of that caft, of the Saracens; who, to
¢ this day, occupy the upper regions of Spain. They are feated
¢ in the metropolis of Seville; where, according to the cuf-
¢« tomary practice of their country, they ftudy the arts of divi=
¢ nation and enchantment, Here Gerbert foon exceeded
¢ Ptolemy in the aftrolabe, Alchind in: aftronomy, and Julius
¢ Firmicus in fatality. Here he learned the meaning of the
« flight and language of birds, and was taught how to raife
¢ {pectres from hell. Here he acquired whatever human cu-
“ riofity has difcovered for the deftruétion or convenience of
< mankind. I fay nothing of his knowledge in arithmetic,
¢« mufic, and geometry; which: he fo fully underftood as to
¢ think them: beneath his genius, and which he yet with great
¢ induftry introduced. into France, where they had been long
« forgotten. He certainly was the firft who brought the
“ algorithm from. the Saracens, and who illuftrated it with

f Sce Diss.i. And vol. i, 400, feg.
¢ fuch
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¢¢ fuch rules as the moft ftudious in that fcience cannot explain,
“ He lodged with a philofopher of that fect B &l

I conclude this chapter with a quotation from the old me-
trical romance of Syr Lispaux Drasconios, where the
knight, in his attempt to difenchant the Lady of Sinadone,
after entering the hall of the cafle of the Necromancers, is
almott in fimilar circumftances with our fubterraneous adven-
turers. The paffage is rich in Gothic imageries ; and the moft
ftriking part of the poem, which is mentioned by Chaucer as a
popular romance.

Syr Lybeaus, knyzt corteys *,
Rode ynto the palys,

And atte the halle alyzte  ;
Trompes, fhalmufes*,

He feyz, be fore the heyz deys *,
Stonde in hys fyzte,

A mydde the halle flore,

A fere, fterke and ftore ™,

Was lyzt, and brende bryzt ".
Ner the dor he zede o

And ladde® yn hys ftede

That wont was help hym in fyzt.
Lybeaus inner * gan pace

To fe eche a place ',

& De GesT. Rec. Ancz, Iib. i, cap.  foire Literaire de Frame, by the Benedic-
10. p. 36, 2. b. 37 a. b. edit. Savil. Lond. tines, tom, vi. ad calc,

1506, fol,  Afterwards Malmefbory men- b Coarteons,

tions his horologe, which was not of the ! Alighted.

nature of the modern clock : but which k& Inftruments of mufic,

yet is recorded as a wonderful invention ! He faw at the high table,

by his cotemporary Ditmar, Crrox, Lih, ® A Fire, large and ftrong. Store is
vi fol. 83. edit. 1580. Vincent of Beau. Slour.

vais has tranferibed all thar William of ® Lighted, and burned bright.
Malmefbury has here faid about Gerbert, “ Yede. Went into the door of the hall,
Sescvr. Histor, Lib. xxiv, . 98, feq.  with his horfe,

. 344.2. Compare Platina, Vir. Pox- P Led.

T1F, fol. 122, edit, 1485, See alfo L’ Hi/- 2 Farther in.

f To fee, to view, every place or thing.

The
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The hales® in the halle,
Of mayne mor ne lafle
Ne fawe he body ne face ',
But meneftrelles yelothen yn palle, &cc.
So much melodye
Was never with ynne walle..
Before ech menftrell ftode
A torche fer ¥ and gode,
Brennynge fayre and bryzt.
Inner more he zede,
To wyte, with egre mode
Who fcholde * with hym fyzt:
He zede ynto the corneres,
And loked on the pileres,
That felcouth wer of fyzt,
Of jafper and of fyn cryftall, &c.
The dores wer of bras;
The windowes wer of glas
Ffloryfled with imagerye " :
The halle ypaynted was
No rycher never ther was
That he hadde feye with eye*".
He fette hym on the hye deys ®,
The mynftrelles were yn pes*s
That were fo gode and trye °
The torches that brende bryzt®
Quenched anon ryzt';
The menftrelles were awaye ® :

s Perhaps, Holer, i. ¢, corners. ¢ Were {uddenly filent.

t He faw no man. & Tried. Excellent. Chaucer, Risr,

v Clothed in rich attire.

» A torcl d g - - -

iy i nd good. oy With finger that is #rie.
T'o know, in angry mood what knight

L |
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Sir Tuor, p. 146. Urr. v, 3361,

would, &c. e Burned fo bright,
¥ Painted glafs. f Were inftantly quenched, or extin
= The walls were painted with hiftories,
2 Had feen. :
* He fate down in the principal feat,
Dores,

i L IS I B e L 1y (=L

gui fhed.

& Vanifhed away,
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Dores, and wyndowes alle,

Beten yn the halle

As hyt wer voys of thunder, &c.,—

As he fate tho difmayde,

And helde hymfelfe betrayde,

Steedes herde he naye, &c ®.

This caftle is called, ¢ A paleys queynt of gynne,” and, ¢ by
¢ negremancye ymaketh of fayrye'.”

Cuap, cviili. The mutual fidelity of two thieves.

Cuapr. cix. The cheft and the three pafties.

A like ftory is in Boccace’s DEcamMEeron ¥, in the CEnTO
NoveELrLE ANTicHE', and in Gower’'s ConFEssIo AMANTIS™

The ftory, however, as it ftands in Goewer, feems to be co-
pied from one which is told by the hermit Barlaam to king
Avenamore, in the fpiritual romance, written originally in
Greek about the year 8co, by Joannes Damafcenus a Greek
monk ", and tranflated into Latin before the thirteenth century,
entitled, BArRraam and JosaruaT®, But Gower's imme-
diate author, if not Boccace, was perhaps Vincent of Beauvais,
who wrote about the year 1290, and who has incorporated
Damafcenus’s hiftory of Barlaam and Jofaphat ?, who were
canonifed, Historiare . As Bar-
laam's fable is probably the remote but original fource of
Shakefpeare’s CaskeTTs in the MercuanT oF VEeNiCE,
I will give the reader a tranflation of the paffage in which
1t occurs, from the Greek original, never yet printed. *¢ The
“ king commanded four chefts to be made: two of which
“ were covered with gold, and fecured by golden locks, but

into his Srrcurum

And ibid.

b MSS. Cotton. Carie, A. 2. fol 5z ® See fupr. wol. ii. p. 17,
b. fe Em. and AppiT. to pag, 342.
¢ Ibid. f. 52. b x P It is extant in Surius, and other col-
1 Now, lxv leétions,
® Lib. v 6. a % De Rece Avemur, &c. Lib. xiv.

Lo o da
* See Joan. Damafceni OpErA nonnul.
Hieror, ad cale. pap. 12, Bafil. 1548,
tol. ‘The chells 3 1 Areeli
fol. The chefts are here called Areeliie,

Vor. III.

f. 196. Ven. 1591. It containg fixry-four
- 2d
C!'li:i‘-i'l}f.‘.

g  filled
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e« filled with the rotten bones of human carcaffes: The other

€

L3

¢ two were overlaid with pitch, and bound with rough cords ;
¢ but replenithed with pretious ftones and the moft exquilite
¢ gems, and with ointments of the richeft odour. He called his
¢ nobles together; and placing thefe chefts before them, afked
¢ which they thought the moft valuable. They pronounced
¢ thofe with the golden coverings to be the meft pretious, fup-
¢ pofing they wete made to contain the crowns and girdles of
¢ the king . The two chefls covered with pitch they viewed
¢ with contempt. Then faid the king, I prefumed what would

“ be your determination: for ye loock with the eyes of fenfe.
¢« But to difcern bafene(s or value, which are hid within, we
« muft look with the eyes of the mind. He then ordered the

¢ golden chefts to be opened, which exhaled an intolerable
{tench, and filled the beholders with horror®.” In the Mg-
TRICAL LivEs oF THE SAINTS, written about the year 1300,
thefe chefts are called four fafes, that is, four wats or veflels ™

I make no apology for giving the reader a tranflation from the
fame Greek original, which is now before me, of the ftory of
the Boy told in the DecamERroN. ¢ A king had an only {on.
“ As foon as he was born, the phyficians declared, that if he
¢ was allowed to fee the fun, or any fire, before he arrived at
¢ the age of twelve years, he would be blind. The king com-
¢ manded an apartment to be hewed within a rock, into which
‘¢ no light could enter ; and here he thut up the boy, totally in
¢ the dark, yet with proper attendants, for twelve years. At the
¢ end of which time, he brought him abroad from his gloomy
¢ chamber, and placed in his view, men, women, gold, pre-

"
m

-

¢ tious ftones, rich garments, chariots of exquifite workmanthip
* In doftor Johnfon's abridgement of a * MSS; Lawn. C. 72, Bibl. Bodl. Com-
tale like this from Boccace, which he fup-  pare Caxton’s Gorpen Lesewpe, fol,

pofes to-have been Shakefpeare's original, ccclxxxxiii. b. And Surins, ViT, Sanc-
the king fays, that in one of the Cafkets Tor. Newewdr. 27. Ann. 383. pag. 560,
was ‘¢ contained his crown, fceptre and  Colon. Agrippin. 1618,

“ jewels, &c.” See Steevens's SwakE- ¥ MSS. Boot. 779. I 2g2. b.
SPEARE, Vo, il p. 255. edit. 1779,

s¢ drawn



GESTA ROMANORU M, i
¢ drawn by horfes with golden bridles, heaps of purple tapefiry,
¢ armed knights on horfeback, oxen and fheep. . Thefe were
all diftinétly pointed out to the youth: but being moit pleafed
with the women, he defired to know by what name they
were called. An efquire of the king jocofely told him, that
they were devils who catch men. Being brought to the
king, he was afked which he liked beft of all the fine things
* he had feen. He replied, #be devils awbo catch men, &c.”
I need not enlarge on Boccace's improvements °.

This romantic -legend of Barlaam and Jofaphat, which is a
hiftory of confiderable length, is undoubtedly the compofition
of one who had an intercourfe with the eaft: and from the

(11

L 13

L1

(11
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ftrong traces which it contains of the oriental mode of mora-
lifing, appears plainly to have been written, if not by the monk
whofe name it bears, at leaft by fome devout and learned afcetic
of the Greek church, and probably before the tenth century.

Leland mentions Danmascenvs pE GesTis BARLAAM ET
JosapuAT, as one of the manufcripts which he faw in Nettley-
abbey near Southampton *.

Cuap, cx. The life of the knight Placidus, or Placidas *,
afterwards called Euftacius,

It occurs in Caxton's GorpeN LEGENDE '
Cotton manufcripts there is a metrical legend or romance on
this ftory =.

Cuap.cxi. The claflical ftory of Argus and Mercury, with
fome romantic additions. Mercury comes to Argus in the cha-
racter of a minfirel, -and lulls him to fleep by telling him tales
and finging, sncepit more biffrionico fabulas dicere, et plerumque
cantare.

A -~
Among the

¥ This fable ocours in an old Collec-
tion of Apologues above.cited, MSS,
Harn. 463. fol. 2. 2.
* CorrzeTan. tom. iil. ps 149. edit,
70.
* Sir Placidas is the name of a knight in
the Fagriz Queens,

7

¥: Fol. ccexxiitob. See vol. i
And MeTric. Lives 8. M5S. B
£, 164, 2. ;

2 Cacvta. A2, folo1zs, b, This is
a tranflation from the French, MSS. Reg.
Parif, Cod, 3031.

2 Ciar,




lii A DISSERTATION ON THE

Cuap. cxii. The fon of king Gorgonius is beloved by his
ftep-mother. He is therefore fent to feek his fortune in a
foreign country, where he fludies phyfic; and returning, heals
his father of a dangerous difeafe, who recovers at the fight of
him.  The ftep-mother, hearing of his return, falls -fick, and
dies at fecing him.

Cuar. cxiii. The tournaments of the rich king Adonias.
A party of knights arrive the firft day, who lay their fhields
afide, in one place. The fame number arrives the {fecond day,
each of whom chufes his antagonift by touching with his {pear
the fhield of one of the firfk day’s party, not knowing the
wher.

The moft curious anecdote of chivalry, now on record, oc-
curs in the ecclefiaftical hiftory of Spain. Alphonfus the ninth,
about the year 1214, having expelled the Moors from Toledo,
endeavoured to eftablifh the Roman miffal in the place of faint
Ifidore’s. This alarming innovation was obftinately oppofed by
the people of Toledo; and the king found that his project
would be attended with almoft infuperable difficulties. The
conteft at length between the two miffals grew fo ferious, that
it was mutually refolved to decide the controverfy, not by a
theological difputation, but by fingle combat; in which the
champion of the Toletan miffal proved victorious *,

Many entertaining paffages relating to trials by fingle combat
may be feen in the old Imperial and Lombard laws. In Caxton’s
Boke of THE FAYTTES oF ARMEs AND oF CHIVALRYE,
printed at Weftminfter in the year 1489, and tranflated from
the French of Chriftine of Pifa, many of the chapters towards
the end are compiled from that fingular monument of Gothic
legiflation.

Cuap. cxv. An intractable elephant is lulled afleep in a foreft
by the fongs and blandithments of two naked virgins. One of
them cuts off his head, the other carries a bowl of his blood to
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2 See the Mozarases, or Miflal of command of Cardinal Ximenes; A. Ds
faint Ifidore, printed at Toledo, by the 15ce, fol.
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GESTA ROMANORUM, liii

the king. Rex wero gavifus eff walde, et flatim fecit fieri pur-
PURAM, ef multa alia, de eodem fanguine.

In this wild tale, there are circumitances enough of general
analogy, if not of peculiar parallelifm, to recall to my memory
the following beautiful defcription, in the manufcript romance
of Syr LaunraL, of two damfels, whom the knight unex-
pectedly meets in a defolate foreft.

As he fate in forowe and fore,

He fawe come out of holtes hore
Gentyll maydenes two ;

Thar kertelles were of Inde fandel ®

I laffed © fmalle, jolyf and wel ;
Thar myzt ¢ noon gayer go.

Thar manteles were of grene felwette ©
Ybordured with golde ryzte welle yfette,
I pelured " with gris and gro %

Har heddys* wer dyzt well withall,
Everych hadde on a jolyf coronall,
With fixty gemmys and mo.
Har faces was whyte as fnowe on downe,
Har rode® was red, har eyn were broune,
I fawe never none {wyche '.
The oon bar of gold a bafyn,
That other a towayle whyt and fyn,
Of f{ylk that was goode and ryche.
Har kercheves wer well fchyre ™
Arayd with ryche gold wyre, &c. ®

CHaAP. cxvi, The queen of Pepin king of France died in
childbed, leaving a fon. He married a fecond wife, who bore

® Indian filk. Cendal. Fr. See Dufrefne, £ Grisis fur. Grir and gray 33 common
Lar. Gu. V. Cenparvum. in the metrical romances,

¢ Laced. b Their heads.

L There might. i More.

¢ Velvet. k Ruddinefs.

¥ Furred,  Pefura. Pellis. ! Such, B Cut,

& MSS; Cotton, Car1e. A, 2, fol. 35.a.
a fon
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liv A DISSERTATION ON THE

a fon within 2 year. Thefe children were fent abroad to be
nurfed. The furviving queen, anxious to fee her child, defired
that both the boys might be brought home. They were {o
exceedingly alike, that the one could not be diftinguifhed from
the other, except by the king. The mother begged the king to
point out her own fon. ‘This he refufed to do, till they were
both grown up ; left fhe thould fpeil him by too fond a partia-
lity. Thus they were both properly treated with uniform aftec-
tion, and without excefs of indulgence.

A favorite old romance is founded on the indiftiné&ible like-
nefs of two of Charlemagne’s knights, Amys and Amelion; ori-
ginally celebrated by Turpin, and placed by Vincent of Beauvals
under the reign of Pepin .

Cuap. cxvil. The law of the emperor Frederick, that who-
ever refcued a virgin from a rape might claim her for his wife.

Cuapr. cxviii. A knight being in Egypt, recovers a thoufand
talents which he had entrufted to a faithlefs friend, by the
artifice of an old woman.

This tale is in Alphonfus. And in the CenTo NOVELLE
ANTICHE .

Cuap. cxix. A king had an opprefiive Senefhall, who pafling
through a foreft, fell into a deep pit, in which were a lion, an
ape, and a ferpent. A poor man who gathered fticks in’ the
foreft hearing his cries, drew him up: together with the lion,
the ape, and the ferpent. The Senefhall returned home, pro-
mifing to reward the poor tman with great riches. Soon after-
wards the poor man went to the palace to claim the promifed
reward s but was ordered to be cruelly beaten by the fenefhall.
fn the mean time, the lion drove ten affes laden with gold to
the poor man’s cottage: the ferpent brought him a pretious
fione of three colours : and the ape, when he came to the foreft
on his daily bufinefs, laid him heaps of wood. The poor man,
in confequence of the virtues of the ferpents pretious ftone,

* Specut, HisT. 2xi, ¢, 162, f. 329. b ¢ Nov, Ixziv.

which
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which he fold, atrived to the dignity of knighthood, and ac-
quired ample poficflions. Bat afterwards he found the pretious
ftone in his cheft, which he prefented to the king. The king
having heard the whele ftory, ordered the fenefhall to be put to
death for his ingratitude, and preferred the poor man to his
office.

This flory oceurs in Symeon Seth’s tranflation of the cele-
brated Arabian fable-book called Cariran v Dumwanm @ It
is recited by Matthew Paris, under the year 119g, as a parable
which king Richard the firft, after his return from the eaft, was
often accuftomed to repeat, by way of reproving thofe ungrate-
ful princes who refufed to engage in the crufade’. It is verfified
by Gower, who omits the lion, as Matthew Paris-does the ape,
in the fifth book of the Conressio AmMaNnTis'. He thus
defcribes the fervices of the ape and ferpent to the poor man,
who gained his livelihood by gathering fticks in a foreft,

He gan his ape anone behold,
Which had gadred al aboute,

Of ftickes here and there a route,
And leyde hem redy to his honde,
Whereof he made his truffe and bond
From daie to daie, — — —

Upon a time and as he drough
Towarde the woodde, he figh befide
The great gaftly ferpent glide,

Till that the came in his prefence,
And in hir kynde a reverence

She hath hym do, and forthwith all
A ftone more bright than a chriftall
Out of hir mouth to fore his waye
She lett down fall. — — —

* P. 444. This work was tranflated  with woodden cuts, 4to. But Doni’ was
into Englifh under the title of ** Donies  the Italian tranflator.

* MORALL PHMILOSOPHIE, tranflated from * Hist. Maj. p. 179. Edit. Wats.
“* the Indian tongue, 1570.” Black Letter * fol, 110. b.

In
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Ivi A DISSERTATION ON THE

In Gower alfo, as often as the poor man fells the pretious ftone,
on returning home, he finds it again among the money in his
purfe.

The acquifition of riches, and the multiplication of treafure,
by invifible agency, is a frequent and fayorite fition of the
Arabian romance. Thus, among the prefents given fo Sir
Launfal by the Lady Triamore, daughter of the king of Faeric.

I will the zeve * an Alver °,
I mad of fylver and gold cler,
With fayre ymages thre :
As ofte thou putteft thy honde ther ynne,
A marke of golde thou fhalt wynne ",
In wat place fhalt thou be*,

Cuapr. xx. King Darius's legacy to his three fons. To the
eldeft he bequeathes all his paternal inheritance : to the fecond,
all that he had acquired by conqueft: and to the third, a ring
and necklace, both of gold, and a rich cloth. All the three
laft gifts were endued with magical virtues. Whoever wore the
ring on his finger, gained the love or favour of all whom he
defired to pleafe. Whoever hung the necklace over his breaft,
obtained all his heart could defire. 'Whoever fate down on the
cloth, could be inftantly tranfported to any part of the world
which he chofe.

From this beautiful tale, of which the opening only is here
oiven, Occleve, commonly called Chaucer’s difciple, framed a
poem in the o&tave ftanza, which was printed in the year 1614,
by William Browne, in his fet of Eclogues called the SmEP- "'
npARDs Pipe.  Occleve has literally followed the book before
us, and has even tranflated into Englifh profe the MoRALISA-
rron annexed . He has given no fort of embellifhment to his

s

1. Where is

printed by
. MSh,

® Give thee. ¥ Viz. MSS.
- Pnrh.t};:. Aimer, or Almersy & cabinet a r-.ﬂ.!!vg:m of
chelt, w Get, Browne. St
AURFAL. M3S, Cott, Catie, Lavp, K. 78

or

114
x

original
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original, and by no means deferves the praifes which Browne in
the following clegant paftoral lyrics has beftowed on his per-
formance, and which more juftly belong to the genuine Gothic,
or rather Arabian, inventor.

Well I wot, the man that firft

Sung this lay, did quenche his thirft
Deeply as did ever one

In the Mufes Helicon.

Many times he hath been feene

With the faeries on the greene,

And to them his pipe did found

As they danced in a round ;

Mickle folace would they make him,
And at midnight often wake him,
And convey him from his roome

To a ficlde of yellow broome,

Or into the medowes where

Mints perfume the gentle aire,

And where Flora fpreads her treafure
There they would beginn their meafure.
If it chancd night's fable throwds
Muftled Cynthia up in clowds,

Safely home they then would fee him,
And from brakes and quagmires free him.
There are few fuch {waines as he
Now a dayes for harmonie *,

The hiftory of Darius, who gave this legacy to his three fons,
is incorporated with that of Alexander, which has been deco-
rated with innumerable fiGions by the Arabian writers. There
is alfo a ﬂ-:p;lratc romance on Darius. And on Philip of
Macedon *,

| 3 Bibl Rec. Parifl. MSS. Cod. 3031.

Vou. III. h Cuar,
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Crapr. cxxiv. Of the knights who intercede for their friend
with a king, by coming to his court, each half on horfe back
and half on foot.

This is the laft novel in the CENTo NovELLE ANTICHE.

Cuap. cxxvi. Macrobius is cited for the addrefs and humour
of an ingenuous boy namied Papirius.

This is one of the moft lively ftories in Macrebius *,

Cuar. cxxviil. The ﬁjrgcd teftament of the wicked I{night,
under the reign of Maximian.

CHuaP, cxxix. A young prince is fent on his travels. His
three friends.

Cuapr. cxxxii. The four phyficians.

Cnar. cxxxiii. The king and his two greyhounds.

Cuar. cxxxiv, A ftory from Seneca.

Cuar. cxxxv. The ftory of Lucretia, from faint Auftin’s
City or Gob,

A more claffical authority for this flory, had it been at hand,
would have been flighted for faint Auftin’s City or Gob,
which was the favorite fpiritual romance; and which, as the
tranfition from religion to gallantry was antiently very eafy, gave
rife to the famous old French romance called the CiTy oF
Labpizs.

Cuap. cxxxvil. The Roman emperor who is banifhed for
his impartial diftribution of juftice. From the Cronica of
Eufebius.

CrAP. cxxxviil. King Medro.

Cuar. cxxxix. King Alexander, by means of a mirrour, kills
a cockatrice, whofe look had deftroyed the greateft part of
his army.

Aclian, in his Various HisToRy, mentions a ferpent
which appearing from the mouth of a cavern, flopped the
march of Alexander’s army through a fpacious defert. The
wild beafts, ferpents, and birds, which Alexander encountered
in marching through India, were moft extravagantly imagined
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by the oriental fabulifts, and forimn the &hief wonders of that
monarch’s romance °.

Cuap. exl. The empéror Eraclius reconcileés two knights.

This flory is told by Seneca of Cneius Pifo®. It occurs in
Chaucer’s SompPrNouRr’s TALE, as taken from Semec, or Seneca ®.

Crap. cxli. A knight who had diffipated all his fubftance in
frequenting tourmaments, under the reign of Fulgentius, is re=
duced to extreme poverty. A ferpent haunted a chamber of his
houfe ; who being conftantly fed with milk by the knight, in
return made his benefactor rich. The knight's ingratitude and
imprudence in killing the ferpent, who was fuppofed to guard
a treafure concealed in his chamber.

Medea’s dragon guarding the golden fleece is founded on the
oriental idea of treafure being guarded by ferpents. We arc
told in Vincent of Beauvais, that there are mountains of folid
gold in India guarded by dragons and griffins °.

Cuap. cxliii. A certain king ordained a law, that if any man
was {uddenly to be put to death, at fun-rifing a trumpet fhould
be founded before his gate. The king made a great feaft for all
his nobles, at which the moft fkilful muficians were prefent ‘.
But amidft the general feftivity, the king was fad and filent.
All the guefts were furprifed and perplexed at the king’s melan-
choly ; but at length his brother ventured to afk him the caufe.

b In' Vincent of Beadvais, there is a
long fabulous Hiftory of Alexander, tran-
feribed partly from Simeon Seth. Srkc.
Hisr. Lib.av. ¢ i, £ 410 2. feq. edit
Ven. 15g1. fol.

De Iga. Lib. i. c. 8.

Ver. 7600. Tyrwh.

Specuor, Hist. Lib. i. ¢.64. fol. g. b,
Tn the days of chivalry, a concert of
a variety of inftruments of mufic conftant-
:_y made a part of the folemnity of a
plendid feaft. OF this many inflances
have been given. T will here add another,
from the unprinted metrical romance of
Emans. MSS. Qotr, Caric, A, z. fol

- a8 N

-8 a:

h

Syre Ladore latte m
That was f;
With
Ther wa
Trompus it
Both harpe, and fydy
The lady was gentyll
In kurtell alone ferved in hall
By fore that nobuoll kynge ;
The cloth upon her {chone fo bryzth,
When fhe was ther yn d}'?,ﬂ't.
She feméd non erdly thynge, &c.

And in Chaucer, Jan, anp May, v. 1234.

Att everie cours came the loud min-
ftralfic,

2 The
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Ix A DISSERTATION ON THE

The king replied, ¢ Go home, and you fhall hear my anfwer
“ to morrow.” The king ordered his trumpeters to found
early the next morning before his brother’s gate, and to bring
him with them to judgement. The brother, on hearing this
unexpected dreadful fummons, was feized with horror, and
came before the king in a black robe. The king commanded a
deep pit to be made, and a chair compofed of the moft frail
materials, and fupported by four flight legs, to be placed in-
clining over the edge of the pit. In this the brother, being ftrip-
ped naked, was feated. Over his head a fharp fword was hung by
a fmall thread of filk, Around him four men were ftationed
with fwords exceedingly fharp, who were to wait for the king’s
word, and then to kill him. In the mean time, a table co-
vered with the moft coftly difhes was {pread before him, ac-
companied with all forts of mufic. Then faid the king, * My
¢ brother, why are you fo fad? Can you be de¢jected, in the midft
¢ of this delicious mufic, and with all thefe choice dainties?”
He anfwered, ¢ How can I be glad, when I have this morning
¢« heard the trumpet of death at my doors, and while I am
¢ feated in this tottering chair? If I make the fmalleft mo-
¢ tion, it will break, and I fhall fall into the pit, from which
¢« I fhall never arife again. If I lift my head, the fufpended
¢« fword will penetrate my brain ; while thefe four tormentors
¢ only wait your command to put me to death.” The king
replied, ¢ Now 1 will anfwer your queftion, why I was fad
¢ yefterday. I am exaétly in your fituation. I am feated, like
¢ you, in a frail and perithable chair, ready to tumble to
¢« pieces every moment, and to throw me into the infernal
¢« pit. Divine judgement, like this fharp fword, hangs over my
¢ head: and I am furrounded, like you, with four executioners.
¢« That before me is Death, whofe coming I cannot tell ; that
¢ hehind me, my Sins, which are prepared to accufe me before
“¢ the tribunal of God; that on the right, the Devil, who is
¢ ever watching for his prey; and that on the left, the Worm,
¢ who is now hungcring after my fleth, Go in peace, my

¢ deareft

-
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¢ deareft brother: and never afk me again why I am fad at
¢ g feaft.”

Gower, in the Conressto AMANTIS, may perhaps have co-
pied the circumftance of the morning trumpet from this apo-
logue. His king is a king of Hungary.

It fo befell, that on a dawe

There was ordeined by the lawe

A Trompe with a fterne breathe,
Which was cleped the Trompe of deathe:
And in the court where the kyng was,
A certaine man, this trompe of brafie
Hath in kepyng, and therof ferveth,
That when a lorde his deathe deferveth,
He fhall this dredfull trompe blowe

To fore his gate, to make it knowe,
Howe that the jugement is yeve

Of deathe, whiche fhall not be f foryeve.
The kyng whan it was night anone,
This man affent, and b"ld him gone,
To trompen at his brothers gate ;

And he, whiche mote done algate,
Goth foorth, and doth the kyng's hefte.
This lorde whiche herde of this tempeit
That he tofore his gate blewe,

Tho wift he by thc lawe, and knewe
That he was {churly deade, &c®.

But Gower has connefed with this circumftance a different
ftory, and of an inferior caft, both in point of moral and ima-
gination. The truth is, Gower feems to have altogether fol-
lowed this ftory as it appeared in the SPEcuLuM fliS’l ORIALE
of Vincent of Beauvais®, who took it from Damafcenus’s ro-
mance of BARLAAM AND JosapmaT ', Part of it is thus

£ Lib. i. fol. xix, b, col, i i ! Oep. ut fupr. pag. iz,
* Ubi fupr, p, xlix,

told




Ixii A DISSERTATION ON THE

gold in Caxton’s tranflation of that legend®. < And the kynge
¢¢ hadde fuche a cuftome, that whan one tholde be delyvered to
« deth, the kynge fholde fende hys eryar wyth hys trompe that
¢ was ordeyned therto. And on the enén he fente the cryar
¢ wyth the trompe tofore hys brother’s gate, and made to foune
¢ the trompe. And whan the kynges brother herde this, he
¢ was in defpayr of fauynge of his lyf, and coude not flepe of
alle the nyght, and made his teftament. And on the morne
erly, he cladde hym in blacke ; and came with wepyng with
hys wyf and chyldren to the kynges paleys. And the kynge
made hym to com tofore hym, and fayd to hym, 2 fooll
that thou art, that thou haft herde the meflager of thy bro-
ther, to whom thou knoweft well thou haft not trefpaced
¢ and doubteft fo mooche, howe oughte not I then ne doubte
« the meflageres of our lorde, agaynfte whom I haue foo ofte
« fynned, which fignefyed unto me more clerely the deth then
¢« the trompe

Cuar. cxlv. The philofopher Socrates {hews the caufe of
the infalubrity of a paffage between two mountains in Armenia,
by means of a polithed mirrour of fteel. Albertus is cited ; an
abbot of Stade, and the author of a Chronicle from Adam
to 12;56.

Crap. cxlvi. Seint Auftin’s City oF Gob is quoted for an
anfwer of Diomedes the pirate to king Alexander.

Cuap. cxlviii. Aulius Gellius is cited.
Aulus Gellius is here quoted, for the ftory of Arion’, throw-
ing himfelf into the fea, and carried on the back of a dolphin
to king Periander at Corinth *. Gellius relates this ftory from
Herodotus, in whom it is now extant "

Cuavr. cliii. The hiftory of Apollonius of Tyre.

This ftory, the longeft in the book before us, and the ground-
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GESTA ROMANORUM. Ixiii
work of a favorite old romance, is known to have exifted bef: ore
the year 11g0.

In the Prologue. to the Englith romance on this fubjec, called
KyNGE APoLYNE oF TuYRE, and printed by Wynkyn de
Worde in 1510, we are told. « My worfhypfull mayfter Wyn-
“ kyn de Worde, havynge a lytell boke of an auncyent hyftory
“of a kynge fomtyme reygnyne in’ the countree of Thyre
called Appolyn, concernynge his malfortunes and peryllous
“¢ adventures right efpouventables, bryefly compyled and pyteous
¢ for to here; the which boke, I Robert Coplande® have me
‘¢ applyed for to tranflate out of the Frensfhe language into our

“ maternal Englysthe tongue, at the exhortacyon of my for-
‘¢ fayd mayfter, accordynge dyre@ly to myn auctor: gladly fol-
(11

lowynge the trace of my mayfter Caxton, begynnynge with
“ {mall floryes and pamfletes and fo to other.” The inglith
romance, or the French, which is the fame thing, exactly cor=
refponds in many paflages with the text of the GesTa. I
will inftance in the .fb]Eowiug one only, in which the complica~
tion of the fable commences. King Appolyn dines in difguife
in the hall of king Antiochus.—* Came in the kynges daugh-
¢ ter, accompanyed with many ladyes and damoyfelles,
iplendente beaute were too long to endyte,
coloure was medled with grete favour.
¢ fader, and to all the lordes, and to all them that had ben at
‘“ the play of the Shelde®, And as (he behelde here and there,
fhe efpyed kynge Appolyn, and then fhe fayd unto her fader,
Syr, what is he that fytteth fo hye as by you, it femeth by
hym that he is angry or {orrowfull ? The kynge fayd, I never
fawe {o nimble and pleafaunt a player at the theide, and ther-

whofe
for her rofacyate
She dranke unto hir

L1
i
T

® The printer of that name. He alfo I AUNFAL, MISS,

Cort, Cavis. A 3.

tranflated from the French, at the defire
of Edward duke of Bucki am, the ro-
mance of the Knycut or Tue SwAxsE,
Hee his Prorocue,

? The tournament, To tourney is often
called fimply to play.  As thus jn Svs

fol 37,
Hym thozte he brente bryzte
But he myate with Launfal Pleye
In the felde be tweene ham twey
To jully or ta fyzte,
And in wany other plages.
“ fore
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Ixiv A DISSERTATION ON THE

¢ fore have T made hym to come and foupe with my knyghtes.
¢« And yf ye wyll knowe what he is, demaunde hym ; for per-
« adventure he wyll tell you fooner than me. Methynke that
¢ he is departed from fome good place, and I thinke in my
¢t mynde that fomethynge is befallen hym for which he is
« forry. This fayd, the noble dameyfell wente unto Appolyn
s« and faid, ¢ Fayre Syr, ‘graunt me a boone. And he graunted
s« her with goode herte. And fhe fayd unto hym, albeyt that
«¢ your vyfage be tryft and hevy, your behavour fheweth noblefle
and facundyte, and therefore I pray you to tell me of your
« affayre and eftate. Appolyn anfwered, Yf ye demaunde of
my rychefles, I have loft them in the fea. The damoyfell
fayd, I pray you that you tell me of your adventures ®.” But
in the GEsTa, the princefs at entering the royal hall kiffes all
the knights and lords prefent, except the ftranger”. Voffius
fays, that about the year 1520, one Alamanus Rinucinus a
Florentine, tranflated into Latin this fabulous hiftory ; and that
the tranflation was corrected by Beroaldus. Voffius certainly
cannot mean, that he tranflated it from the Greek original *.

Cuapr. cliv. A flory from Gervafe of Tilbury, an Englifh~
man, who wrote about the year 1200, concerning a miraculous
ftatue of Chrift in the city of Edefla.

Cuap. clv. The adventures of an Englith knight named
Albert in a fubterrancous paflage, within the bifhoprick of Ely.

This flory is faid to have been told in the winter after fup-
per, in a caitle, cum famuia drvitis ad focum, ut Potentibus moris efl,
RECENSENDIS ANT1Qu1s GEsTIs gperam daref, when the fa-
mily of a rich man, as is the cuftom with the Great, was
fitting round the fire, and telling ANTIENT GEsTs. Here isa
traite of the private life of our anceftors, who wanted the diver-
fions and engagements of modern times to relieve a tedious even-
ing. Hence we learn, that when a company was affembled, if a

¢

-

&

ey

1 Cap. xi. * Hisr. Lar. Lib. iii. ¢. 8. pag.552.
F Fol, Ixxii. b. col. 2. edit, 1627. 410,

jug]ar
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jugler or a minfirel were not prefent, it was their cuftom to en-
tertain themielves by relating or hearing a feries of adventures.
Thus the general plan of the CanTerBURY TALES, which at
firft fight feems to be merely an ingenious invention of the poet
to ferve a particular occafion, is in great meafure founded on a
fathion of antient life: and Chaucer, in {uppofing each of the
pilgrims to tell a tale as they are travelling to Becket’s fhrine,
only makes them adopt a mode of amufement which was com-
mon to the converfations of his age. I do not deny, that Chaucer
has fhewn his addrefs in the ufe and application of this practice.

So habitual was this amufement in the dark ages, that the
graver fort thought it unfafe for ecclefiaftics, if the fubjeéts ad-
mitted any degree of levity. The following curious injunction
was deemed neceffary, in a code of ftatutes affigned to a college
at Oxford in the year 1292. I give it in Englith. ¢ Cu. xx.—
“ The fellows fhall all live honeftly, as becomes Clerks,—
“ They fhall not rehearfe, fing, nor willingly hear, saLLADS or
“ TaLEs of LoveRs, which tend to lafcivioufnefs and idle-
“ nefs“.” Yet the libraries of our monafteries, as I have before
obferved, were filled with romances. In that of Croyland-abbey
we find even archbifhop Turpin’s romance, placed on the fame
fhelf with Robert Tumbeley on the Canticles, Roger Dymock
againft Wickliffe, and Thomas Waleys on the Plalter. But their
apology muit be, that they thought this a true hiftory : at leaft
that an archbifhop could write nothing but truth. Not to men-
tion that the general {ubje@ of thofe books were the triumphs
of chriftianity over paganifm °.

Cuar. clvi. Ovid, in his TrRojan WAR, is cited for the
ftory of Achilles difguifed in female apparel.

Gower has this hiftory more at large in the Conressio
AmanTIS : but he refers to a Croniks, which feems to be the
BOKE oF TRo1E, mentioned at the end of the chapter *.

P CANTILENAS VEL FARULAS DE AMA- ® Leland. Covv. 3ii. p. 30.
s11s, &c. MS. Regiftr. Univ. Oxon. D, » Lib. v, fol. gg. b, col. 2, See fol.
b. f. 76. Sce fupr. val, i. 92. 1oy, 4. col, 1. 2

Vai, III. i Cuapr.
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Ixvi A DISESRTATION ON THE

Cuap. clvii. The porter of a gate at Rome, who taxes all
deformed perfons entering the city. This tale is in Alphonfus.
And in the CEnTo NOVELLE ANTICHE ",

Cuar. clviii. The difcovery of the gigantic body of Pallas,
fon of Evander, at Rome, which exceeded in height the walls
of the city, was uncorrupted, and accompanied with a burning
lamp, two thoufand two hundred and forty years after the
deftrucion of Troy. His wound was freth, which was four
fect and a half in length.

It is curious to obferve, the romantic exaggerations of the
claffical ftory.

Cuapr. clix. Jofephus, in his book e C.ezrg';'r rerum naturalium,
is quoted, for Noah's difcovery of wine.

I know not any book of Jofephus on this fubject. The firlk
editor of the Latin Jofephus was Ludovicus Cendrata of Verona,
who was ignorant that he was publifhing a modern tranflation.
In the Dedication he complains, that the manufcript was
brought to him from Bononia fo ill-written, that it was often
impoflible even to guefs at Fofepbus's qords. And inm another
place he fays, Jofephus firft wrote the ANT1QUITATES in He-
brew, and that he afterwards tranflated them from Hebrew into
Greek, and from Greek into Latin *.

The fubftance of this chapter is founded on a Rabbinical tra-
dition, related by Fabricius®, When Noah planted the vine,
Satan attended, and facrificed a fheep, a lion, an ape, and a
fow. Thefe animals were to fymbolife the gradations of ebriety.
When a man begins to drink, he is meek and ignorant as the
lamb, then becomes bold as the lion, his courage is foon tran{-
formed into the foolifhnefs of the ape, and at laft he wallows in
the mire like the fow. Chaucer hence fays in the ManciPLES
ProLOGUE, as the paffage is juftly corrected by Mr. Tyrwhitt,

* Nov. go. coftly book, printed on vellum in folio.
¥ At Verona. 1480. By Peter Mauffer = Cop. Psevpericr, VeT, TeEsTAM,
a Frenchman. It is a moft beautifol and  wol i p. 275,
I trowe
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I trowe that ye have dronken wine of ape,
And that is when men plaien at a ftrawe *.

In the old KALENDRIER DES BERGERS, as Mr. Tyrwhitt has
remarked, Vin de finge, vin de mouton, vin de lyon, and wvin de
porceau, are mentioned, in their refpeive operations on the four
temperaments of the human body.

Cuar. clxi. Of a hill in a foreft of England, where if a
hunter fate after the chace, he was refrethed by a miraculous
perfon of a mild afpedt, bearing a capacious horn, adorned with
gems and gold ®, and filled with the moft delicious liquor. This
perfon inftantly difappeared after adminiftering the draught ;
which was of fo wonderful a nature, as to difpel the moft op-
preflive laflitude, and to make the body more vigorous than
before. At length, a hunter having drank of this horn, un-
gratefully refufed to return it to the friendly apparition ; and
his mafter, the lord of the foreft, left he fhould appear to
countenance fo atrocious a theft, gave it to king Henry the
elder ©.

This ftory, which feems imperfec, I fuppofe, is from Ger=
vafe of Tilbury.

Cuapr. clxii. The fame author is cited for an account of a
hill in Catftile, on which was a palace of demons.

Whenever our compiler quotes Gervale of Tilbury, the re-
ference is to his OTia IMPER1ALIA : which is addrefled to
the emperor Otho the fourth, and contains his Commentarius de
regnis Imperatorum Romanorum, his Mundi Deferiptis, and his
Trailatus de Mirabilibus Mundi. All thefe four have been im-
properly fuppofed to be feparate works.

CHaAP, clxiii, King Alexander’s fon Celeftinus.

Cravr. clxvii. The archer and the nightingale.

This fable is told in the Greek legend of BARLAAM AND

2 Ver. 169g93. Tyrwh. ¢ That is, Henry .the Firfl, king of
" The text fays, * Such a one as is  England.
" vled at this day.”

iz JosarHAT,
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JosaPuAT, written by Johannes Damafcenus®. And in Caxton's
GorpeN Lrcenpe®. It is alfo found in the CrLeriCALIS
Discierina of Alphonfus.

Cuap. clxviii. Barlaam is cited for the ftory of a man, who,
flying from a unicorn, and falling into a deep and noifom pit,
hung on the boughs of a lofty tree which grew from the
bottom. On looking downward, he faw a huge dragon twifted
round the trunk, and gaping to devour him. He alfo obferved

wo mice gnawing at the roots of the tree, which began to
totter. Four white vipers impregnated the air of the pit with
their poifonous breath. Looking about him, he difcovered a
ftream of hony diftilling from one of the branches of the tree,
which he began eagerly to devour, without regarding his dan-
gerous fituation. The tree foon fell : he found himfelf ftrug-
gling in a loathfome quagmire, and was inftantly {wallowed by
the dragon.

This is another of Barlaam’s apologues in Damafcenus’s ro-
mance of BArRraaM AND JosapuaT: and which has been
adopted into the Lives of the Saints by Surius and others'. A
MoraLISATION is fubjoined, exaétly agreeing with that in
the GeEsTA °.

Cuap. clxix. Trogus Pompeius is cited, for the wife legifla-
tion of Ligurius, a noble knight.

Our compiler here means Juftin’s abridgement of Trogus;
which, to the irreparable injury of literature, foon deftroyed its
original.  An early epitome of Livy would have been attended
with the fame unhappy confequences.

Cuar. clsxx, The dice player and faint Bernard.

This is from faint Bernard’s legend ".

Cuav. clxxi. The two knights of Egypt and Baldach.

This is the ftory of Boccace’s popular novel of T1To AND

4 Opp. ut fupr. p. 22. See allo Surius, £ See Damafcenus, ut fupr. pag. 3I.
ut fupr. Novembr, 27. pag. 565. And Merricar Lives or Saints, MSS.

¢ Fol. ecclxxxxii. b. Boowv. 779. f. 2g3. b.

f See Caxton’s Gonpen Lecexp, fol. b See Caxton’s Govp, Lzc. £ cxxix. b,

cecelxxxxiiii, a,
Gi151PP0O,
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Gisipro, and of Lydgate’s Tal of two Marchants of Egypt and
of Baldad, a manufcript poem in the Britith Mufeum, and lately
in the library of doctor Afkew . Peter Alphonfus is quoted for
this ftory ; and it makes the fecond Fable of his CLericaL1s
DisciPLINA.

I take the liberty of introducing 2 {fmall digreffion here, which
refers to two pieces of the poet lalt-mentioned, never enuine-
rated among his works. In the year 1483, Caxton printed at
Weltminfter, * The PYLGREMAGE oF THE SowLE franflated
¢ aute of Frensfhe into Englisfbe.  Full of devout maters touching
 the fowle, and many queflyons affoyled to caufe @ man to lyve the
¢ better, &c. Emprinted at Weflminfler by William Caxton the Jirft
¢ yere of kynge Edward V. 1483.”" The French book, which
1s a vifion, and has fome degree of imagination, is probably the
PeLerIN DE L’AME, of Guillaume prior of Chaulis*. This
tranflation was made from the French, svith additions, in the
year 1413. For in the colophon are thefe words. ¢ Here
¢ endeth the dreme of the PyvrLGrREMAGE oF THE SowLE
¢ tranflated out of Frenfche into Englisthe, with fomwhat of
¢ Addicions, the yere of our lorde m.cccc. and thyrteen, and
‘¢ endethe in the vigyle of feint Bartholomew.” The tranflator
of this book, at leaft the author of the Addicions, which altoge-
ther confift of poetry in feven-lined ftanzas, I believe to be
Lydgate. Not to infift on the correfpondence of time and fiyle,
I obferve, that the thirty-fourth chapter of Lydgate’s metrical
Lire or THE Vircin MaRry is literally repeated in the thirty-
fourth chapter of this Tranflation. This chapter is a digreffion
of five or fix ftanzas in praife of Chaucer; in which the writer
feelingly laments the recent death of his maiffer Chaucer, poete of
Britaine, who ufed to amende and correcte the wronge traces of my
rude penne. No writer befides, in Lydgate’s own life-time, can
be fuppofed, with any fort of grace or propriety, to have men-
tioned thofe perfonal affiftances of Chaucer, in Lydgate’s own

* R, Edwards has a play on this ftory, 158z, k Sce fupr. vol, ii, p. 120,
words,
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words, And if we fuppofe that the Tranflation, or its Addicions,
were written by Lydgate before he wrote his LiFE oF THE
Vircin, the proof will be the fame *.

Another piece probably written by Lydgate, yet never {up-
pofed or acknowledged to be of his compofition, is a poem in
the oQave ftanza, containing thirty-feven leaves in folio, and
entitled LABERoUS AND MARVEYLOUS WORKE OF SAPIENCE.
After a long debate between Mercy and TRuTH, and JusTICE
and Peace, all the produés of nature and of human know-
ledge are defcribed, as they ftand arranged in the palace and do-
minions of Wispom, It is generally allowed to have been
printed by Caxton : it has not the name of the printer, nor any
date. Had it been written by Caxton, as I once haftily {ufpected,
or by any of his cotemporaries, the name of Lydgate would
have appeared in conjunétion with thofe of Gower and Chaucer,
who are highly celebrated in the Prologue as ertbely gods expert
in pogfie: for thefe three writers were conftantly joined in pane-
gyric, at leaft for a century, by their fucceflors, as the diftin-
guifhed triumvirate of Englifh poetry. In the fame Prologue,
the author fays he was commanded to write this poem by the
king. No poct cotemporary with Caxton was of confequence
enough to receive fuch a command : and we know that Lydgate
compiled many of his works by the direction, or under the pa-
tronage, of king Henry the fifth. Lydgate was born in Suffolk :
and our author from the circumftance of having lived in a part of
England not of a very polifhed dialect, apologifes for the rude-
nefs of his language, fo that he cannot delycately endyte. It is
much in the ftyle and manner of Lydgate: and I believe it to
have been one of his early performances ‘.

Cuapr. clxxii. A king of England has two knights, name

E Stowe mentions Lydgate’s * Pin-
& oF THE WorLD by the com-

" gRIMA
e maundement of the earle of Salifbarie,
¢ 1426." Bur this muft be a differer

work. Ad cale. Opp. Chauc, fol. 376.
col. 1.

! Sce fupr. vol. ii. p. 194. T know not
if this is the poem recited by Stowe and
called, * The Courte of Sapience in hea-
““ yen for redemption of mankind.” Ubi
fupr, col. 1.

Guido
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Guido and Tirius. Guido having achieved many fplendid ex-
ploits for the love of a beautiful lady, at length married her.
Three days after his marriage he faw a vifion, which fummoned
him to engage in the holy war. At parting fhe gave him a
ring; faying, * as often as you look on this ring, remember
¢ me.” Soon after his departure the had a fon. After various
adventures, in which his friend Tirius has a fhare, at the end
of feven years he returned to England in the habit of a pilgrim.
Coming to his caftle, he faw at the gate his lady fitting, and
diftributing alms to a croud of poor people; ordering them all
to pray for the return of her lord Guido from the holy land.
She was on that day accompanied by her fon a little boy, very
beautiful, and richly apparelled ; and who hearing his mother,
as fhe was diftributing her alms, perpetually recommending
Guido to their prayers, afked, if that was his father ? Among
others, fhe gave alms to her hufband Guido, not knowing him
in the pilgrim’s difguife. Guido, feeing the little boy, took
him in his arms, and kiffed him: faying, * O my fweet fon, may
¢ God give you grace to pleafe him I” For this boldnefs he was
reproved by the attendants.  But the lady, finding him deftitute
and a ftranger, affigned him a cottage in a ncigiﬂmuring foreft,
Soon afterwards falling fick, he faid to his fervant, < Carry this
“ ring to your lady, and tell her, if fhe defires ever to fee me
““ again, to come hither without delay.” The fervant conveyed
the ring ; but before fhe arrived, he was dead. She threw her-
felf on his body, and exclaimed with tears, * Where are now
¢ my alms which I daily gave for my lord? I faw you receive
“ thofc alms, but I knew you not.—You- beheld, embraced,
“ and kiffed your own fon, but did not difcover yourfelf to
‘ him nor to me. What have I done, that I fhall fee you no
“ more " She then interred him magnificently.

The reader perceives this is the ftory of Guido, or Guy, earl
of Warwick ; and probably this is the early outline of the life
and death of that renowned champion.

Many romances were at firft little more than legends of de-

votion,
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votion, containing the pilgrimage of an old warrior. At length, as
chivalry came more into vogue, and the ftores of invention were
increafed, the youthful and a&ive part of the pilgrim’s life was
alfo written, and a long feries of imaginary martial adventures
was added, in which his religious was eclipfed. by his heroic
characer, and the penitent was loft in the knight-errant. That
which was the principal fubje@ of the fhort and fimple legend,
became only the remote cataftrophe of the voluminous romance.
And hence by degrees it was almoft an eftablithed rule of every
romance, for the knight to end his days in a hermitage. Cer-
vantes has ridiculed this circumftance with great pleafantry,
where Don Quixote holds a grave debate with Sancho, whether
he fhall turn faint or archbifhop.

So reciprocal, or rather fo convertible, was the pious and the
military charaCler, that even fome of the apoftles had their ro-
mance. In the ninth century, the chivalrous and fabling f{pirit
of the Spaniards transformed faint James into a knight. They
pretended that he appeared and fought with irrefiftible fury,
completely armed, and mounted on a ftately white horfe, in
moft of their engagements with the Moors; and becaufe, by
his fuperior prowefs in thefe bloody conflicts, he was fuppofed
to have freed the Spaniards from paying the annual tribute of a
hundred’ chriftian virgins to their infidel enemies, they repre-
fented him as a profefled and powerful champion of diftrefled
damfels. This apotheofis of chivalry in the perfon of their
own apoftle, muft have ever afterwards contributed to exaggerate
the characteriftical romantic heroifm of the Spaniards, by which
it was occafioned ; and to propagate through fucceeding ages, a
ftronger veneration for that fpecies of military enthufiaim, to
which they were naturally devoted. It is certain, that in con-
fequence of thefe illuftrious achievements in the Moorith wars,
{aint James was conftituted patron of Spain; and became the
founder of one of the moft magnificent fhrines, and of the meoft
opulent order of knighthood, now exifting in chriftendom.

The
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The Legend of this invincible apoftle is inferted in the Mofa-
rabic liturgy.

Cuap. clxxiii. A king goes to a fair, carrying in his train, a
mafter with one of his fcholars, who expofe fix bundles, con-
taining a fyftem of ethics, to fale *

Among the revenues accruing to the crown of England from
the Fair of faint Botolph at Bofton in Lincolnthire, within the
Honour of RicumonD, mention is made of the royal pavi-
lion, or booth, which ftood in the fair, about the year 1280.
This fair was regularly frequented by merchants from the moft
capital trading towns of Normandy, Germany, Flanders, and
other countries. ¢ Ibidem [in fc:ria] funt quaedam domus qua
¢ dicuntur BoTH® REGIE, qua valent per annum xxviii, 1.
¢ xiii, §. iiil,d. Ibidem funt quedam domus quas MERCA-
““ TOREs DE YPRE tenent, qua valent per annum, xx,l. Et
“ quedam domus quas MercaTores pe CaApomo' ET
* OsToGANIO" tenent, xi,1. Et quadam domus quas MEeRr-
¢ CATORES DE ANAco " tenent, xiii,l. vi,s. viii,d. Et que-
* dam domus quas MErcaTorES DE CoLoNIA tenent, xxv, L
¢ xog il S he high rent of thefe lodges, is a proof that they
were confiderable edifices in point of fize and accommodation.

Cuapr. clxxiv. The fable of a ferpent cherithed in a man’s
bofom -.

About the year 1470, a colle@ion of Latin fables, in fix
books, diftinguithed by the name of Efop, was publifhed in
Germany. The three firft books confift of the fixty anonymous
elegiac fables, printed in Nevelet's collettion, under the title of
Anonymi Fabule Zfipice, and tranflated in 1503, by Wynkyn de
Worde, with a few variations : under each is a fable in profe
on the fame fubje¢t from Romurus, or the old profe LaTin

* Compare Matth, Parif. edit, Watts.” is Rochelle, a famous port and mart.
P- 927, 40.—And p. 751. 10, * Jiugil'{r. Hoxoris pe Ricumonb.
¢ Caen in Normandy, Lond, 1722. fol. WNum. viil. ArPEND.

= l’i'l'ha]li, Oftend.
¥ Perhaps Le Pais d* dunis, between the
Provinces of Poiftou and Santone, where

Vor. III.
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Esop, which was probably fabricated in the twelfth century.
The fourth book has the remaining fables of Romulus in profe
only. The fifth, containing one or two fables only which were
never called Efop's, is taken from Alphonfus, the Gesra Ro-
mAaNorRuM, the Carrca u. DAMNAH, and -other obfcure
fources. The fixth and laft book has {feventeen fables ex fran-
fatione Rinucii, that is Rinucius, who tranflated Planudes’s life
of Efop, and fixty-nine of his fables, from Greek into Latin, in
the fifteenth century. This collection foon afterwards was cir=
colated in a French wverfion, which Caxton tranflated into
Englith. -

In an antient general Chronicle, printed at Lubec in 1475, and
entitled RupimenTUM NoviTiorum?, a fhort life of Efop
is introduced, together with twenty-nine of his fables. The
writer {ays, *¢ Efopus adelphus claruit tempore Cyri regis Per-

¢ farum.—Vir ingeniofus et prudens, qui confinxit fabulas ele-
¢ gantes, Quas Romulus poftmodum de greco tranftulit in la-
< tinum, et filio fuo Tibertino direxit, &c %.” The whole of
this paflz bout Efop is tranfcribed from Vincent of Beauvais®,

CHAP. clxxvii. The fe 1afuerus and Efther.

I have mentioned a metrical romance on this fubje& ®. And
I have before obferved, that Thomas of Elmham, a chronicler,
calls the coronation-feaft of king Henry the fixth, a fecond feaft
of Ahafuerus®. Hence alfo Chaucer’s allufion at the marriage
of January and May, while they are at the folemnity of th
wedding-dinner, which is very fplendid.

c
Quene Efther loked ner with foch an eye
On Affuere, fo meke a loke hath fhe*.

Froiffart, an hiftorian, who fhares the merit with Philip de
Comines of deferibing every thing, gives this idea of the fo-

by Tho

lemnity
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lemnity of a dinner on Chriftmas-day, at which he was prefent,
in ‘the hall of the caftle of Gafton earl of Foiz at Ortez in
Bevern, under the year 1388. At the upper or firit table, he
fays, fate four bifhops, then' the earl, three vifcounts, and an
Englifh knight belonging to the duke of Lancafter. At another
table, five abbots, and two knights of Arragon. At another,
many barons and knights of Gafcony and Bigorre. At another,
a great number of knights of Bevern. Four knights were the
chief ftewards of the hall, and the two baftard brothers of the
earl ferved at the high table. ¢ The erles two fonnes, fir Yvan
« of Lefchell was fewer, and fir Gracyen bare his cuppe *
““ And there were many mynftrelles, as well of his owne as of
¢ ftraungers, and eche of them dyde their devoyre in their fa-
* culties. The fame day the erle of Foiz gave to harauldes

¢ and mynftrelles, the fomme of fyve hundred frankes: and

¢ gave to the duke of Touraynes mynftrelles, gownes of clothe

o

: 1 T
In the old romance,

Wf On goddys b

the The ¢l

;Illl 1 ﬂ' i
Emare’s fon ferving
the ];5[:5 aof Galicia:

Te gy

J T '
king "difcovers the boy to be his fon,

feqoence fir

in co
w 1 he h

out his queen

af alfo points ©
flice. MSS. Cotr. C

Emare fays to the young

In a kurtyll of ryche palle
Byfore thys nobull kynge;
Loke, fone®, fo curtoi 1 be
That no man fynde ch:
In nt manere
When the k:,'n:__."'c is ferved
Knele thou downe hail A
And take hys hond yn thyne;
And when thou haft fo done, C
Take the kuppe of golde, fone, T
And ferve hym o
And what that he fj
Cuom anon and tell

vs, without | fynge,

1e teres out of hys yen ® pan wryng,
In herte he was foll woo:
Neverthelefe, he lette be,

And loked on the chylde fo fre %,

e of want of cou

g Lag

gL
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Ixxvi A DISSERTATION ON THE

¢ of golde furred with ermyns, valued at two hundred frankes.
¢ This dinner endured four houres *.” Froiffart, who was en-
tertained in this caftle for twelve weeks, thus defcribes the
earl’s ordinary mode of fupping. < In this eftate the erle of
¢ Foiz lyved. And at mydnyght whan he came out of his
¢¢ chambre into the halle to fupper, he had ever before hym
twelve torches brennyng, berne by twelve varlettes [v:11ctsj
¢ ftandyng before his table all fupper®: they gave a grete
light, and the hall ever full of knightes and fquyers; and
¢ many other tables drefled to fuppe who wolde. Ther was
¢« none fhulde fpeke to hym at his table, but if he were called.
¢« His meate was lightlye wylde foule.—He had great plefure
in armony of inftrumentes, he could do it right well hym-
¢¢ {elfe: he wolde have fonges fonge before hym. He wolde
¢ gladlye {e confeytes [conceits] and fantafies at his table. And
¢¢ when he had fene it, then he wolde fend it to the other
¢¢ tables.—There was fene in his hall, chambre, and court,
¢ knyghtes and {quyers of honour goyng up and downe, and
¢ talkyng of armes and of amours, &c?®.” After fupper, Froif-
fart was admitted to an audience with this magnificent earl;
and ufed to read to him a book of fonnets, rondeaus, and
virelays, written by a gentyll duke of Luxemburgh °,

-

And mykell * he loved hem thoo ®.— ® It appears that candles were borne by
Then the lordes that wer grete 1 and not placed on the table, at
\‘.—'he-;ﬂmfn azeyn? % nete . ; in ]"I'-‘LHCL': Gregory

And then com fpycerye I of favage mer-

¥

¢ chyld, that was of chere {wete, riment praétifed by a feudal lord at fup-
©n hys kne downe he fete %, per, on one of his walers de chandelle, in
And ferved hem curteyilye. confequence of this caftom. Greg. Turon,
"he kynge called the borgeys hym tyll,  Hisv, Lib, v, ¢, iii. fol. 34. b. edir.
And fayde, Syr, yf hyt be thy wyll, 1522, It is probable that our proverbial
Zyf me this lytyll body '°; fcoff, You are mor fil Id a candle to bim,

I fhall hym make lorde of town and  took its rife from' this on. See Ray’s

towre, Prov, C. p. 4. edit. 167
Of hye halles, and of bowre,
I love hym {pecyally, &c.

4
0. And Shakefp.
RomEeo adp JuLieT, i 4.
I'll be a Candle-bolder, and look on.
% Crox. vol. it. fol. xxxvi. a. Tranfl.

P Ihid. fol. xxx. a, col. 2
Bern. 1523. i SRt S LR
2553 % Ibid. col. 1.
5 Greatly, 6 Then, 7 Walked apain, § o Spiced Wine, g Bowed his knee,

10 Give me this bo
In

e~
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In this-age of curiofity, diftinguifhed for its love of hiftorical
anecdotes and the inveftigation of antient manners, it is extraor-
dinary that a new tranflation fhould not be made of Froiffart
from a collated and correfted original of the French, Froifart
is commonly ranked with romances: but it ought to be remem-
bered, that he is the hiftorian of a romantic age, when thole
manners which form the fantaftic books of chivalry were aGtually
practifed. As he received his multifarious intelligence from fuch
a variety of vouchers, and of different nations, and almoft al-
ways collected his knowledge of events from report, rather than
from written or recorded evidence, his notices of perfons and
places are frequently confufed and unexac. Many of thefe petty
incorreétnefles are not, however, to be imputed to Froiffart: and it
may feem i‘urpriﬁng, that there are not more inaccuracies of this
kind in a voluminous chronicle, treating of the affairs of England,
and abounding in Englith appellations, compofed by a French-
man, and printed in France. Whoever will take the pains to
compare this author with the coeval records in Rymer, will
find numerous inftances of his truth and integrity, in relating
the more public and important tranfacions of his own times.
Why he fhould not have been honoured with a modern edition
at the Louvre, it is eafy to conceive: the French have a national
prejudice againft a writer, who has been fo much more com-
plaifant to England, than to their own country. Upon the
whole, if Froiffart fhould be neglected by the hiftorical reader
for his want of precifion and authenticity, he will at leaft be
alued by the philofopher for his ftriking picures of life, drawn
without referve or affe@ation from real nature with a faithful and
free pencil, and by one who had the beft opportunities of obfer~
vation, who was welcome alike to the feudal caftle or the royal
palace, and who mingled in the buftle and bufinefs of the
world, at that very curious period of fociety, when manners
are very far refined, and yet retain a confiderable tinéture of bar-
barifm. But I cannot better exprefs my fentiments on this {ub-
Ject, than in the words of Montaigne. ¢ J'ayme les Hiftoriens

 on
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Ixxvii A DISSERTATION ON THE

¢ ou fort fimples ou excellens. Les fimples qui n’ont peint de
« quoy y mefler quelque chofe du leur, et qui n’y apportent que
¢ le foin et la diligence de ramafler tout ce qui vient a leur
< notice, et d’enregiftrer a la bonne foy toutes chofes fans chois
s et fans triage, nous laiffent le jugement entier pour la conoif-
¢ fance de la verité. Tel eft entre autres pour example le bon
¢« Froiffard, qui a marché en fon enterprife d'une fi franche
¢ naifueté, quayant fait une faute il ne craint aucunement de
¢ la reconnoiftre et corriger en I'endreit, ou il en a efte adverty:
¢ et qui nous reprefente la diverfité mefme des bruits qui cou-
¢ roient, et les differens rapports qu'on luy faifot. Cleft la
¢ matiere de I'Hiftoire nui et informe; chacun en peut faire
« fon proffit autant qu'il a d'entendement ".”

CuaP. clxxviii. A king is defirous to know how to rule
himfelf and his kingdom. One of his wife men prefents an alle~
gorical piture on the wall ; from which, after much ftudy, he

-

acquires the defired inftruction.

In the original eaftern apologue, perhaps this was a piece of
tapeftry. From the cultivation of the textorial arts among the
orientals, came Darius’s wonderful cloth abovementioned” ; and
the idea of the robe richly embroidered and embofied with
ftories of romance and other imageries, in the unprinted ro-
mance of EmMare, which forms of one the fineft deferiptions of
the kind that I have feen in Gothic poetry, and which I fhall
therefore not feruple to give at large.

Soon after, yn a whyle,
The ryche kynge of Cefyle*
To the Emperour gan wende® ;
A ryche prefent wyth hym he browght,
A clothe that was wordylye " wroght,
He weleomed h:,'m as the hende .

w15, Libr il ch. x. p. 409, edit, £ Went to.
8. 8vo. : b Worthily.
CHAP; XX, Cour ¥e Bat, I believe ‘there 13
 sicily. a flight corruption,



An illufion, a piece of ench
P JeEwEL was |

Che daughter of the Amerayle of
ges was the governor, or prince, of a  for the title of the

¢, from the Arabic Emin, Lord. In  and that from the ]
» AMRAYL is ufed by Robert of  was propagated over Europe,

GESTA ROMANORI M. Igxix

Syr Tergaunte, that nobyll knyzt,

He prefented the €HIperour ryzt,
And fette hym on hys kne®,

Wyth that cloth rychyly dyght;

Full of ftones thar hyt was pyght,
\s thykke -

as hyt my
Off topaze and of rubyes,

And other {
That femely wer to fe;
Of crapoutes and nakette,
As thykhe as they fette,
For fothe as y fay the .
The cloth was dyfplayed fone :
The emperour loked thar upone
And myght hyt ™ not fe ;
For glyfterynge of the ryche ftone,
Redy fyght had he non,
And fayde, how may this be ?
The emperour fayde on hygh,
Sertes ", thysisa fayry °,
Or ellys a vanyte.
The kyng of Cyfyle anfwered than,
So ryche a jewell ? ys ther non
In all cryftyante.
The amerayles dowzter of hethenes *
Made thys cloth, withouten lees *,

tones of myche prys,

Amirar in the e

lan-  confequence of 1ts gencral &

editerranean
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And wrozte hyt all wyth pryde ;
And portreyed hyt wyth grete honour,
With ryche golde and afour’,

And ftones on ylka * fyde.

And as the ftory telles yn honde,
The ftones that on this cloth ftonde

Sowzt*® they wer full wyde:
Seven wynter hyt was yn makynge,
Or hyt was browght to endynge,

In hert ys not to hyde.

In that on korner made was
YpovNE and AMaDAS ™.

Wiyth love that was fo trewe;
For they loveden hem * wyth honour,
Portreyed they wer wyth trewe love flour

Of ftones bryght of hewe.
Wyth carbunkull, and fafere?,
Kalfydonys, and onyx fo clere,

Sette in golde newe ;
Deamondes and rubyes,

And othyr ftones of mychyll pryfe,
And menftrellys wyth her gle ®.
In that othyr korner was dyght
TrysTRAM and IsowpEe fo bryzt?,
That femely wer to fe;
And for they loved hem ryght,
As full of ftones ar they dyght,
As thykke as they may be.—
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x Loved each other.

: ¥ Sapphire,
* Scaght. = Figures o
* On one corner, or fide, was embroi- fic, or I

dered the hiftory of Idonia and Amadas, Sir

For their Romance, {ee fopr. vol. ii. p. 24.  in king AT
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In the thrydde® korner wyth grete honour
Was FLorys and BLAUNCHEFLOUR ©
As love was hem betwene,
For they loved wyth honour,
Portrayed they wer with trewe loveflour,
With ftones bryzht and {hene.—
In the fourth korner was oon
Of Babylone the fowdans fonn,
The amerayles dowzter hym by :
For hys fake the cloth was wrowght,
She loved hym in hert and thowght,
As teltymoyneth thys ftorye.
The fayr mayden her byforn,
Woas portrayed an unikorn,
Wyth hys horn {o hye ;
Flowres and bryddes on ylka {yde,
Wyth ftones that wer fowght wyde,
Stuffed wyth ymagerye.
When the cloth to ende was wrowght,
To the Sowdan fone? hyt was browzt,
That femely was of f{yzte;
My fadyr was a nobyll man,
Of the Sowdan he hyt wan
Wyth mayftrye and wyth myzte®,

Chaucer fays in the RomauNT oF THE Rosk, that Ri-
CHEsSSE wore a robe of purple, which,

Ful wele
With orfraies laid was everie dele,

b Third, mentioned as illuftrious lovers by Maifres
¢ See'what T have faid of their romance Eymegan de Bextrr, a bard of Languedoc,
above, vol, i. P- 351. A m;muﬁ:;ip: copy in his BreEviari D'AMOR, 1 In the
of it in French ‘metre was deftroved in year 1235, MSS. Rec, 19 C. i, fol.1
the fire which happened in the Cptton See Tyrwhitt’s Craucir, vol.iv. p. 169,

Librasy. Boccace has the adventures of 4 Soldan’s fon. ;
Frorio and Brawcorronrz, in his Pui- = MSS. Cott. (ut fupr.) Carte. A, 2,
Locoro. Froris and Brawcarpvor are  fol. 6g. ver. Be. feg.

Vor. III. 1 And
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T

And purtraied in the ribaninges
Of Dukis sTor1Es and of KiNGESs

And, in the original,

Portraites y furent d'orfroys
Hyftoryes d’'empereurs et roys*.

1S5S I5151SIS151IS 15151515155

Cuap. clxxix. Cefarius, faint Bafil, the Gofpel, Boethius,
and Ovid, are quoted to fhew the deteftable guilt of gluttony
and ebriety,

Cefarius, I fuppofe, is a Ciftercian monk of the thirteenth
century ; who, befide voluminous Lives, Chronicles, and Ho-
milies, wrote twelve Books on the Miracles, Vifions, and Ex-
amples, of his own age. But there is another and an older
monkifh writer of the fame name. In the Britith Mufeum,
there is a narrative taken from ‘Cefarius, in old northern Englifh,
of a lady deceived by the fiends, or the devil, through the pride
of rich clothing *.

Cuap. clxxx. Paul, the hiftorian of the Longebards, is
cited, for the fidelity of the knight Onulphus.

Cuap. clxxxi. The fagacity of a lion.

This is the laft chapter in the edition of 1488.

Manufcript copies of the GesTa RomanNoRuUM are very
numerous’, A proof of ithe popularity of the work. There
are two in the Britith Mufeum ; which, I think, contain, each
one hundred and two chapters *. But although the printed
copies have one hundred and eighty-one ftories or chapters,
there are many in the manuferipts which do not appear in the
editions. The fory of the CaskerTs, one of the principal
incidents in Shakefpeare’s MERCHANT OF VENICE, is in one of
the manufcripts of the Mufeum . This ftory, however, is in

NS1IS15151515]15]151:
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1 Vig, Crar, xcix. fol. #8. b. MSS.
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¥ Ver. 1076.
r Ver. 1068. HarL.2z70. gicaris Dis-
b M55, HanL, 1022. 4. CIPLINA O 13, there is 4 narra-

y kept A FABULATOR,
ler, to lull him to fleep every
nights

i See fupr. vol, ii. p. 14, tive of a
& MSS, Harr, 2270. And 5250 or flory
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GESTA ROMANORUM. Ixxxiii
an old Englifh tranflation printed by Wynkyn de Worde, with-
out date; from which, or more probably from another editicn
printed in 1577, and entitled A Recorp orF AncrenT Hys-
ToRYEs #m Latin GEsTa RoMaNoORUM, correlled and bettered,
Shakefpeare borrowed it. The ftory of the Boxp in the fame
play, which Shakefpeare perhaps took from a tranflation of the
Pecorone of Ser Florentino Giovanni ®, makes the forty-
cighth chapter of the laft-mentioned manufeript *. Giovanni
flourifhed about the year 1378°. The tale of Gower’s FLo-
RENT *, which refembles Chaucer's Wire or Batw, occurs
in fome of the manufcripts of this work. The fame may be
faid of a tale by Occleve, never printed ; concerning the chafte
confort of the emperor Gerelaus, who is abufed by his fteward,
in his abfence. This is the firft ftanza. A larger fpecimen fhall
appear in its place.

In Roman Adis writen is thus,

Somtime an emperour in the citee

Of Rome regned, clept Gerelaus,

Wich his noble aftate and his dignite

Governed wifely, and weddid had he

The douztir of the kyng of Vngrye,

A faire lady to every mannes ye.
At the end is the MorALISATION in profe %

night. The king on fome occafion being  of the dark ages, for fhe purpofe of hor-
feized with an unufual difguictude of rowing money, with which they fupplied
mind, ordered his ranu: to tell the exigencies of the ftate, and of mer-
him longer ftories, for he  chants, or others, on the moft lucrative
could not fall afleep. ufurioua contracts,

begins a longer it " Fol. 43, a. In this ftory Macister

TOR

T he

falls afleep himf
feen this tale in fome mannferipe of the
GesTa RoMmanorum,

™. Giory. iv. Nov. . In Vincent of
Beagvais, there is a ftory of a bond be-
tween & Chriftian and a Jew ; in which
the former ufes a deception which occa-
fions the converfion of the latter, HisT.
Srecur. fol. 181, a. edit, ut fupr. Jews,
yet under heavy reftriftions, were origi-
nally tolerated in the Chriftian kingdoms

Virginiws, or Virpil ¢
- ¥ -
confulted.

v man, is

5 and Steevens’s Smaxe-
» 1. p. 247. edit. ole. And Tyr-
CHAUCER, 1V, P, 332,334+
s5. AManT, Lib.d. f. xv. b,
. wol. 3. pa. 3ls
9 MSS. Serp. Sup, 53 Bibl. Bodl. De
puadant beng ot adidi Toperatrice, It is in-
troduced with * A Tale the w h Iin
* the Reman dedis, &c.” Viz. M55, Lavn.
Iz ibid.
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Ixxxivv A DISSERTATION ON THE

I could poiat out other ftories, befide thofe T have mentioned,
for which Gower, Lydgate, Occle and the author of the DE-

CAMERON, and of the CenTo NovELLE ANTICH

indebted to this admired :‘a-pu:‘tmr',' . Chaucer, as I have before

el

arked, has taken one of his Canterbury tales from this col-

lection ; and it has been fuppofed that he alludes to it in the

fo I:z':\‘.'i[‘l:._; Cf.ui[‘:]:'."[,

And RomMain GEsTIs makin remembrance
Of many a veray trewe wife alfo ',

he plot alfo of the knight ngalnﬂ Conftance, who having

killed Hermegild, puts the bloody knife into the hand of Con-
ftance while afleep, and her adventure with the fteward, in the
Man ofF Lawes TALE, are alfo taken from that manufcript
chapter of this work, which I have juft mentioned to have been
verfified by Occleve. The former of thefe incidents is thus treated
by Occleve.

She with this zonge childe in the chambre lay

Every nizt where lay the earle and the countefie’,

Bitween whofe beddis brente a lampe alway.

Bk F R R R K K B K R K R KB K KR

See alfo MSS. Dice. 185, invention, He tells us himfel
in the firlt line of the poem, we Genearocia Deorun, th
] iofiys writen is this.” was a hitle boy
in ather m pts of Cecleve. :
is in the GesTa Romanonum,
. 2270, chap. 1o1. fol. 8o. a.

i

o]
e neman

arcHAnT's TarEe, ver. 101585,
edit. Tyrw. This may fill be doubted,
as from what has been faid above, the
rere the Roman hiftory

¢ the antient praéhice
in great families, of one
bed.chamber ferving for

F‘{

Much of the humour in Chancer’s TroM-
Mirrer f rom this cir-
See v of Syr

. And Gower, Coxr. Aw, ik

And
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And he efpied, by the lampes lizt,

The bedde where that lay this emprice

With erlis douztur ', and as blyve rizt,

This feendly man his purpofe and malice
Thouzte * for to fulfille and accomplice ;

And fo he dide, a longe knife out he drouze ¥,
And ther with alle the maiden childe he flouze *.

Hir throte with the knyfe on two he kutte

And as this emprice lay fleeping ;

Into her honde this bloody knyfe he putte,

Ffor men fhoulde have noon othir deemyng”

But {he had gilty ben of this murdring :

And whanne that he had wrouzte this curfidnefie,
Anoone oute of the chambre he gan hem dreffe =.

The countefs after hir flepe awakid

And to the empereffe bedde gan cafte hir look
And {y* the bloody knyfe in hir hande nakid,
And, for the feare fhe tremblid and quook.—

® Ok Bk R R B K B % K R R K K %k kK %
She awakens the earl, who awakens the emprefs.

And hir awook, and thus to hir he cried,

¢ Woman, what is that, that in thin hand I fee ?

¢« What haft thou doon, woman, for him that diede,
¢ What wickid fpirit hath trayaylid the ¢

And as fone as that adawed was fhe,

The knyfe fel oute of hir hand in the bedde,

And fhe bihilde the cloothis al forbledde,

t Earl's daughter, ¥ Opinion,

° Thought. * He hafltened, &=.
% Drew, * Saw.

& Slew,

And
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Ixxxyi A DISSERTATION ON THE

And the childe dead, ¢ Allas, the cried, allas,

¢ How may this be, god woot alle I note howe,

¢« T am not privy to hir hevy caas,

¢« The gilte is not myne, I the childe not flowe L
To which fpake the countefle, ¢ What faift thou?
¢ Excufe the not, thou maiit not faie nay,

¢ The knyfe all bloody in thin hand I fay°.” ¢

This ftory, but with fome variation of circumftances, is told
in the Historicar Mirrour of Vincent of Beauvais®.

But I haften to point out the writer of the GEsTA Roma-
Norum, who has hitherto remained unknown to the moft dili-
gent enquirers in Gothic literature. He is Petrus Berchorius,
or Pierre Bercheur, a native of Poitou, and who died Prior of
the Benediétine convent of faint Eloi at Paris, in the year 1362.

For the knowledge of this very curious circumitance, I am
obliged to Salomon Glaflius, a celebrated theologift of Saxe-
Gotha, in his Puirorocia SAcra f, written about the year
1623%. In his chapter DE ALLEGORIIS FABULARUM, he
cenfures thofe writers who affe@ to interpret allegorically, not
only texts of fcripture, but al{o poetical fables and profane hifto-
ries, which they arbitrarily apply to the explication or confir-
mation of the myfleries of chriftianity. He adds, ¢ Hoc in
“ ftudio excelluit quidam Petrus Berchorius, PiGtavien(is, ordinis
¢ divi Benedicti : qui, peculiars libro, GEsTA RoMANORUM,
¢ necnon Legendas Patrum, aliafque aniles fabulas, allegorice ac
¢ myftice expofuit®.” That is, * In this art excelled one
¢ Peter Berchorius, a Beneditine ; who, in a certain peculiar

=

b Slew. © Baw. tur, Libri quingde, &c. edit. tert. Francof,

4 Ut fupr. viz, MS. SeLp. sur. 45, et Hamb: 1653,
Qu. iiii. £ From the date of the Dedication.
¢ Specwr. Histor. Lib, vii. ¢ go. For his other works, which are very nu-
fol. 86, a. merous, fee the Diarivm Brocrapui-
f Puinorocre Sacr®, qua totias fa- cuM of H. Witte, fub Ann. 1665. Ge-

crofante veteris et novi teltamenti {fcrip-  dani, 1688, 4to,
tum ftylus et literatura, tum fenius B Lia. fi, Part. i, Tracrart.ii. Sedt.

et o
B

enuin® imterpretationss ratio expendi-  ill. Artic. viil. pag 312,

« book,
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¢ book, has expounded, myftically and allegorically, the Roman
““ GesTs, legends of faints, and other idle tales'.” He then
quotes for an example, the whole one hundred and feventieth
chapter of the GesTa Romanorum, containing the ftory of
faint Berpard and the Dice-player, together with its moralifation.

Berchorius was one of the moft learned divines of his country,
and a voluminous writer. His three grand printed works are,
I. RepucToriuMm MoRALE Jfuper totam Bibliam, in twenty-
four bocks. II. RepErRToRIUM [or Redutorium] MoRALE,
in fourteen books *. I1II. DicTtioNnarivMm MoraLE. Who-
ever fhall have the patience or the curiofity to turn over a
few pages of this immenfe treafure of multifarious erudition,
will foon fee this affertion of Glaffius abundantly verified ; and
will be convinced beyond a doubt, from a general coincidence
of plan, manner, method, and execution, that the author of
thefe volumes, and of the GesTa Romanorum, muit be one
and the fame. The ReEpucrorium suPErR Bisriam' con-
tains all the ftories and incidents in the Bible, reduced into alle-
gories™. The RepErToRIUM MoRALE is a dictionary of things,
perfons, and places ; all which are {fuppofed to be myftical, and
which are therefore explained in their moral or practical fenfe.
The DicrronariuM MoRALE is in two parts, and feems
principally defigned to be a moral repertory for ftudents in:
theology.

b Salmeron, a Pﬂ_‘hri:l.'l'l(l f'c]mz\.'!.cii'.linc,
who flour i about 1560, cenfures the
le liberty of the Gesra Reo-
MANORUM, In ﬁcc-rm:‘n:*a'.:nin; hiftories
and fables to Chrift and the church.
Comm. in Evancer. HisT. i. p
Pror. xix. Can. xxi.—Colon. Ag:
1hoz. fol.

k T-ufe a folio editi
works, in three volumes, printed at Ve-
nice in 1583, ‘Thele pieces were all
printed very carly.

VF'This was firft ]’-:’i.llt::d. :ﬁrgeutc;::li,
¥373. fol, There was a very curious
book in lord Oxford's library, I am not
fure whether the fame, entitled MoRaLI-

1£0.

zariones Biss i, Ulma 1474, fol, With
this colophon in the laft page, JInfwira
dei elementia. F ¢ gff diter Wloralizatio-
nom Bibliarom derm dauden et gloriam
compilatus. Aep fuwmn Joannem Zel-
ner de Reutl i priz ma-
giftrum mow pen s charalleribus
in oppido Ul ter effigiatus.
Aune [pcarnar

0 feftua

mini wmiligfone quadrin-
pentel) pruage arty Apriles  peme.
This book is not mentioned by Maittare.

= To this work Alanus de Ly
Carmelite of Lynne in Norfolk, w
Index or Tabula, about the year 1240

is. in MSS. ReG, 3 D, 3.1,

o
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Ixxxviii. A DISSERTATION ON THE

The moralifation, or moral explanation, which is added to
every article, is commonly prefaced, as in the GesTa, with
the introducory addrefs of Carrssimi. In the colophon, the
GesTa is called Ex geffic Romanorim LECTORIUM: 2
word much of a piece with his other titles of ReE3
and RepuvcTorium. Four of the flories occurring in the
GesTa, The Difeovery of the gigantic fﬂ"sfaf H' Pallas*, The /#m.'r-

f"j..'rc'f f tlace®, The ad: f

ERTORIUM

VERLHTes Of L;rfr’fjl knight in the
ly?, and The miraculous born®, are rclt.tr_.ﬁ in the
fourteenth book of the RepERTor1uM Morarr. For the two
laft of thefe he quotes Gervafe of Tilbury, as in his GesTa’
As a further pmuf of his allegorifing genius I muft add, that he
moralifed all the ftories in Owvid’s ’\aletamorpimﬁs, in a work
entitled, Commentarius MORALIS, five ALLEGORILE 0 Libros
gf(f’)’(ﬁ'(';?ff Owvidii ’L'ﬂ'.frzssfafjpf:rﬁr;r: , and now remaining in manu-
{cript in the library of the monaftery of faint Germains®. He
{eems to have been ftrongly imprefled with whatever rda:cd to
the Roman affairs, and to have thought their hiftory more in-
terefting than that of any other people. This appears from
the following pafiage, which I tranflate from the article Roma,
in his DictioNariuMm Morare, and which will alfo contri-
bute to throw fome other lights on this fubject. ¢ How many
¢ remarkable fa&ts might be here celleéted concerning the vir-
«¢ tues and vices of the Romans, did my defign permit me to
«¢ drop Moralities, and to enter upon an hiftorical detail ! For

* ¥
f--‘,':-';'.s‘,f.' "; "F

noCar. xlne £G4z, T].,l] otes CHRD- 7 Fol. 61o. ut fupr. [GesT: Rowu.
HICA, A 5 his happened in  c. lxi
v

the mu. o MORALISATION 13 joined to thefe
ftories, with the
SIMI.

I See what
tarem, REPERTOR

. bot

intrododion of Camis-

a, eol."a.) |1 T.
Ao his author 15 G
1 ! t|1 i1

€ quotes pq :"

See Ori1a I.ll"r[ L
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¢ that moft excellent hiftorian Livy, unequalled for the dignity,
brevity, and dificulty of his ftyle, (whofe eloquence is fo highly
¢¢ extolled by faint Jerome, and whom I, however unworthy,
¢ have tranflated from Latin into French with great labour ',
¢ at the requeft of John the moft famous king of France,)
“¢ records fo many wonderful things of the prudence, fortitude,
¢ fidelity, and friendfhip, of the Roman people; as alfo of
¢ their quarrels, envy, pride, avarice, and. other vices, which
¢¢ are indeed allied to virtues, and are fuch, to fay the truth,
¢ as I never remember to have heard of in any nation befides.
‘¢ But becaufe' I do not mean to treat of hiftorical affairs in
¢¢ the prefent work, the matter of which is entirely moral, I
¢ refer. the hiftorical reader to Livy himfelf, to Trogus Pom-
“ peius, Juftin, Florus, and Orofius, who have all written hif-
¢ tories of Rome; as alfo to Innocent, who in his book on the
“ Miferies of buman nature®, {peaks largely of the vices of the
¢¢ Romans™.,” In the mean time we muft remember, that at
this particular period, the Roman hiftory had become the grand
object of the public tafte in France. The king himfelf, as we
have juft feen, recommended a tranflation of Livy. French
tranflations alfo of Salluft, Cefar, and Lucan, were now circu-
lated. A Latin hiftorical cmnpil;}tiun called RoMmurron was
now juft publithed by a gentleman of France, which was foon
afterwards tranflated into French. A colle&ion of the GesTa
Romanorum was therefore a popular fubject, at leaft it pro-
duced a popular title, and was dictated by the fathion of the
times.

I have here mentioned all Berchorius’s works, except his
Comment on a Profody called Doélrinale metricum, which was

-
"

® I have mentioned this work before, year 1200, wrote three Books De Conrempin

vol. ii. p. 114, It is remarkable, thaca frve De Miferia bumaxae Cenditionis,
copy of this manufcript in the Britith Mu- pr d, Colon. 1496.

feum 35 entitled, *“Titus Livivs Des ¥ Dicriox. Moran. P, iii. vaol. i, £
“ Fats pes Romarws tranflate par Pierre  294. col. 2. edit, 1583, — See fupr. vol.
“ Bertheure,” MS55. Reg. 1¢D, vi. ii. pe 114,

e e i -
“ Pope Innocent the third, about the

Vor. III. m ufec

s
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x¢ A DISSERTATION ON THE

ufed as a fchool-book in France, till Defpauterius’s manual on
that fubje® appeared *. Some biographers mention his Troro-
LoGia, his CosmocrRAPHIA; and his BREviariuM. But the
TroroLOGIA ¥ is nothing more than his RepucToriuM on
the Bible ; and probably the BrEviagium is the fame®. The
CosMmoGrAPHIA feems to be the fourteenth book of his Re-
PERToRIUM MoRALE ; which treats of the wonders of various
countries, and is chiefly taken from Solinus and Gervafe of Til-
bury*. He is faid by the biographers to have written other
fmaller pieces, which they have not named or defcribed.
Among thefe pcrhﬂ.pﬁ 15 r;umpr::hcndcd the GesTa : which we
may conceive to have been thus undiftinguifhed, either as
having been neglected or prolcribed by graver writers, or rather
as having been probably difclaimed by its author, who faw it at
length in the light of a juvenile performance, abounding in
fantaftic and unedifying narrations, which he judged unfuitable
to his character, ftudies, and ftation®. Bafilius Jchannes Herol-
dus, however, mentions Berchorius as the author of a cHRONI-
coN, a word which may imply, though not with exat pro-
priety, his GesTa Romanorum, It isin the Epiftle dedica-
tory of his edition of the Chronicles of Marianus Scotus, and
Martinus Polonus, addrefled to our queen Elifabeth; in which
he promifes to publith many Latin curonica, that is, thofe of
Godfrey of Viterbo, Hugo Floriacenfis, Conrade Engelhus,
Hermannus Edituns, Lanfranc, Ivo, Robert of Saint Viétor,
Perer BerRcuoR1vs, and-of many others, gui d¢ TEMPORI-
BUs Jiripferunt, who have written of times*. Paulus Langius,

x Oud'll‘-, ubi f'llpr_ Oudin, abi fupr. * I:Q:cﬁlts aptem a2 Pro-
¥ I ‘have feen a very ofld black-letter ' tawis et grammaticis Berct

“ Tropologiarum  * mum Soripiorizvs applicuit, &c.”

rgs, amnl-

edition with the title

€ I1'|}'JH1'.'ﬂIIJI‘.Ilj:iC f.':l:’.T]':.I:i(‘I'I'.J:Iﬂ, & b Gelper 5, rL-(hi;ng his works, that
Without date. he wrote ** multa.” EriTom. BieL

*"But 1 Sangerm. Cod. MS, flig7. b. " 1556 T
687. And G ilil. ViT. ScrIPTOR. mius, ** parvos fed m I I

part. z. pag. 44. Alfo ILrusTr, Bewen. Lib. i

Bisric, tom, v !
1559, Edit, Bafil, Oporin. Ne

Poflevin. Arrarar. Sacr. 1. p. 241. ¢ Dat,
Colon. t6o8. Date. fol.
* This is in fome meafure hinted by

who
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who wrote about the year 1400, in his enumeration of Bercho-
rius’s writings, fays nothing of this compilation *.

Had other authentic evidences been wanting, we are fure of
the age in which Berchorius flourifhed, from the circumftance
of his being employed to tranflate Livy by John king of France,
who: acceded to the throne in the year 1350, and died in the
year 1364. That Berchorius died, and probably an old man,
in the year 1362, we learn from his epitaph in the monaftery
of faint Eloy at Paris, which is recited by Sweertius, and on
other accounts deferves a place here.

Hic JACET VENERABILIS MAGNJ/E PRO-
FUNDJ/EQUE SCIENTLE,
ADMIRABILIS ET SUBTILIS ELOQUENTIZE,
F. Perrus BErRcoTH %,

Prior HUJUs Pr1ORATUS.

UI FUIT ORIUNDUS DE VILLA 5. PETRI
DE ITiNERE S
In EriscoraTu MAILLIZANCENSL® IN
PicTavia.

QUi TEMPORE §U0 FECIT OPERA SUA
SOLEMNIA, SCILICET
DicrroNArRIuM, REDUCTORIUM,
BreviaTorivM, DESCRIPTIONEM
Munp1®, TRANSLATIONEM CUJUSDAM
Lasrr veTuTissiMi' DE LATINO IN
GALLICUM, AD PRECEPTUM EXCEL-
LENTISS.

Joannis ReGcis FRANCORUM.

QUi OBIIT ANNO M, CCC.LXII ™

¢ Curox. Crriz. f. 841. Apud Pif- £ Of Maillezais. 7
terii. Irivste. Vit. Scrieror. &, b TheCosmocrarH1Aabovementioned.
Francof. 1583, fol. Compare the Cyron, I Of Livy. ; y
of Philippus Bergom, ad ann. 1355, k Sweertii EriTArnia Joco-feria. edit.
® Read Bercueur. Colon. 1645. p. 158 It muft not be dil-

T That is, of the village of fajnt Pierre  fembled, that in _th(: MIDR.-\II-IE-\TJG-‘ of
ds Chemine Three leagues from Poiftiers.  the hundred and forty-fifth chapter, a E"‘ci_‘
m a verb




ik

LA L

xcii A DISSERTATION ON THE

L=

Berchorius was conftituted grammatical preceptor to the no-
vices of the Benedi¢tine Congregation, or monaftery, at Clugni,
in the year 1340 '. At which time he drew up his Notes on the
Profody, and his Commentary on Ovid, for the ufe of his fcho-
lars. . About the fame time, and with a view of rendering
their exercifes in Latinity more agreecable and eafy by an enter-
taining Latin ftory-book, yet refoluble into leffons of religion,
he probably compiled the GesTa : perpetually addrefling the
application of every tale to his young andience, by the paternal
and affectionate appellation of Carissimi®,  There was there-
fore time enough for the GesTa to become a fathionable book
of tales, before Boccace publithed his DEcaMeRroNn. The aétion
of the DEcamERroN being fuppofed in 1348, the year of the
great peftilence, we may fafely conjeture, that Boccace did not
begin his work till after that period. An exat and ingenious
critic has proved, that it was not finithed till the year 1358 .

I have juft obferved, that Berchorius probably compiled this
work for the ufe of his grammatical pupils. Were there not
many good reafons for that fuppefition, I fhould be induced to
think, that it might have been intended as a book of ftories for
the purpofe of preachers. I have already given inftances, that
it was antiently fathionable for preachers to enforce the feveral
moral duties by applying fables, or exemplary narratives : and,
in the prefent cafe, the perpetual recurrence of the addrefs of
Carissimt might be brought in favour of this hypothefis. But
I will here fuggeft an additional reafon. Soon after the age of
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verb is explained, wulpariter, in the Ger-
man language. Fol. 6g. a. col. 2. And
in the hundred and forty-third chapter, a
hunter has eight dogs who have German
names. Fol. 67. a. col. 1. feq. 1 fol-
pedt, nor is it improbable, that thofe
German words were introduced by a Ger-
man editor or printer. Mr. Tyrwhite
fuppuﬂ:.—:, that we may n:il'rula!'.:}' EHJ“:-{!C-
ture one of our countrymen to have been
the compiler, becanfe three conplets of
Englith verfes and fome Englifh names,

appear in many of the manufcripts.  But
thefe are not to be found in any of the
Editions ; and there is no anfwering for
the licentious innovations of tranfcribers,
Canr. T, vol. 1

! Qudin. ubi fupr. p. 1063,

m This, b}' habit, and otherwife with
no impropriety, he feems to have retained
in his later and larger works.

8 See Tyrwhitt's Cravcer, iv. 115.

E'r.;,

Berchorius,
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Berchorius, a fimilar colletion of ftories, of the fame caft, was
compiled, though not exa@ly in the fame form, profefledly de-
figned for fermon writers, and by one who was himfelf an emi-
nent preacher: for, rather before the year 1480, a Latin volume
was printed in Germany, written by John Herolt a2 Dominican
friar of Bafil, better known by the adopted and humble appella-
tion of Discirurus, and who flourithed about the year 1418.
It confifts of three parts. The firft is entitled < Incipiunt Ser-
** 'mones pernotabiles Discipurr de Sanétis per anni circu-
* lum.” That is; afet of Sermons on the Saints of the whole
year. The fecond part, and with which I am now chiefly con-
cerned, is a PRoMPTUARY, or ample repofitory, of examples for
compofing fermons : and in the Prologue to this part the author
fays, that faint Dominic always abundabat exemplis in his dif=
courfes, and that he conftantly practiced this popular mode of
edification. This part contains a variety of little hiftories.
Among others, are the following. Chaucer’s Friar’s tale. Arif-
totle falling in love with a queen, who compels him to permit
her to ride upon his back °.  The boy who was kept in a dark
cave till he was twelve years of age; and who being carried
abroad, and prefented with many ftriking obje&s, preferred a
woman to all he had feen?. A boy educated in a defert is
brought into a city, where he fees a woman whom he is taught
to call a fine bird, under the name of a goofe : and on his re-
turn into the defert, defires his {piritual father to kill him a
goofe for his dinner ?, Thefe two laft ftories Boccace has
worked into one. The old woman and her little dog®. This,
as we have feen, is in the GesTa Romanorum®, The fon
whe will not fhoot at his father’s dead body . I give
thefe as fpecimens of the colle®ion. The third part contains

* Exsmpr, lxvii. Sub litera, M, © De % Ibid, Exempr. xxiii. [See fupr. p. 1]
“ regina qua equitavit Ariftotelem.” He ' Exempr, xii. Sub, lir, V.
cites Jacobus de Vitriaco. [See fupr. p. * CH. xxviii,
xix.] * This is alfo in the Gesza, cH. xlv.
? Exempr, xxiv. Sub Litera, L. —Exempr, viii. Lit. B

ftories

-
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ftories for fermon writers, confifting only of felett miracles of
the Virgin Mary. The firft of thefe is the tale of the chafte
Roman emprefs, occurring in the Harleian manufcripts of the
GesTa, and verfified by Occleve; yet with fome variation.
This third part is clofed with thefe-words; which alfo end the
volume. ¢ Explicit tabula Exemplorum in: tractatulo de Ex-
«« emplis gloriofe Virginis Marie contentorum.” I quote from
the firft edition, which is a clumfy folio in a rude Gothic letter,
in two volumes ; and without pagings, fignatures, or initials.
The place and year are alfo- wanting 5 but it was certainly
printed before 1480 ", and probably at Nuremburgh, The {fame
author alfb wrote a fet of fermons called Sermones de tempore ™.
In thefe I find * Alphonfus’s ftory, which in the Gesta Ro-
MANORUM is the tale of the two knights of Egypt and Bal-
dach”; and, in Bocecace’s DecAMERON, the hiftory of TrTe
and Gesipro : Parnell’s HErMrr *: and the apologue of the
king's brother who had heard the trumpet of Death*: both
which lait are alfo in the GesTA®.  Such are the revolutions
of tafte, and fo capricious the modes of compofition, that a
Latin homily-book of a German monk in the fifteenth century,
{hould exhibit outlines of the talesof Boccace,Chaucer, and Parnell |

It may not be thought impertinent to clofe this difcourfe
with a remark on the MorALTsATIONS, fubjoined to the ftories
of the Gesta Romanorum. This was an age of vifion and
myftery : and every work was believed to contain a double, or

t See fupr. p. dxxxiii. « feripfi et collegi.” 1have feen alfoearly
= Far the fecond édition is at Nurem- impreflions of his SreMmonNES QUADRA-
burgh, 148z, fol. Others followed, be- GEsiMALES, and of other pieces of the
fore 1c0Q, fame fort. All his works were publifhed

The only edition T have feen, with  together il three volumes, Mogunt. 1612.
the addition of the SERMONES DE SARc=  4to, . The Exampres appearcd fcparate-
| the Promproarium E ly, Daventr, 1481, Colon. r485.

ris {311
B Ukt ementioned, was pri y M.  torat. 14089, 1490, Hagen. 1512, 1519,
Fiiccius, Argentin. 14gg. fol. But there  fol.

or edition. At the elofe of the T Serwm. cxxi, col. ii, Signat, C5.
Ca. clxxi.
Serm. liii.
. Cly.

15 an ¢
laft Sermon, he tells us \V]’l}" he chofe to
be fiyled Drscirvius. Becaufe, ** non
* fybtilia per modum:MacisTr1, feddfim- & 53
“ plicia per modum Discirvii, con- b Ca. lxxx, cxliii,

g

fecondary,
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fecondary, meaning. ' Nothing efeaped this eccentric fpirit of
refinement and abftraction : and, together with the bible, as we
have feen, not only the general hiftory of antient times was ex-
plained allegorically, but even the poetical fitions of the claffics
were made to fignify the great truths of religion, with a degree
of boldnefs, and a want of a difcrimination, which in another
age would have acquired the charaGer of the moft profane
levity, if not of abfolute impiety, and can only be defended
from the fimplicity of the ftate of knowledge which then
prevailed.

Thus, God creating man of clay, animated with the wvital
principle of refpiration, was the ftory of Prometheus, who
formed a man of fimilar materials, to which he communicated
life by fire fiolen from heaven. Chrift twice born, of his
father God and of 'his mother Mary, was prefigured by Bac-
chus, who was firft born of Semele, and afterwards of Jupiter.
And as Minerva {prung from the brain of Jupiter, fo Chrift
proceeded from God without a mother. Chrift born of the
Virgin Mary was expreffed in the fable of Danae fhut within a
tower, through the covering of which Jupiter defcended in a
fhower of 'gold, and begot Perfens.  Aéteon, killed by his own
hounds, was a type of the perfecution and death of our Saviour.
The poet L}{‘O}Jhr(ul relates, that Hercules in returning from
the adwenture of the Golden Fleece was thipwrecked ; 3nd that
being devoured by a monftrous fith, he was difgorged alive on
the ﬂ;or:.. after three days. Here was an obvious fymbol of
Chrift’s refurrettion. John Waleys, an Englith Francifcan of
the thirteenth century, in his moral expofition of Ovid’s Me-
tamorphofes®, affords many other inftances equally ridiculous ;
and who forgot that he was deferibing a more heterrogeneous
chaos, than that which makes fo confpicuous a ﬁ;:ure in his
author’s exordium, and which combines, amid the monftrous and
indigefted aggregate of its unnatural affociations,

Sine pondere habentia pondus*.
© 1 have before mentioned Berchorins’s Ovio MoraLisED, & Mzram. L, i. 20.

At




xcvi A DISSERTATION ON THE

At length, compofitions profefledly allegorical, with which
that age abounded, were refolved into allegories for which they
were never intended. In the famous RomavunT oF THE Rosg,
written about the year 1310, the poet couches the difficulties of
an ardent lover in attaining the objeét of his paffion, under the
allegory of a Rofe, which is gathered in a delicious but almoft
inaccefiible garden. The theologifts proved this rofe to be the
white rofe of Jericho, the new Jerufalem, a ftate of grace, di-
vipe wifdom, the holy Virgin, or eternal beatitude, at none of
which obftinate heretics can ever arrive. The chemifts pre-
tended, that it was the philuii}pher‘s {tone ; the civilians, that
it was the moft confummate point of equitable decifion ; and
the phyficians, that it was an infallible panacea. Ina word,
other profeffions, in the moft elaborate commentaries, explained
away the lover’s rofe into the myfteries of their own refpettive
fcience. In conformity to this pracice, Taflo allegorifed his
own poem : and a flimfy ftructure of morality was raifed on the
chimerical conceptions of Ariofto’s OrrLANDo. In the year
1577, a tranflation of a part of Amadis de Gaule appeared in
France ; with a learned preface, developing the valuable ftores of
profound inftruction, concealed under the naked letter of the
old romances, which were difcernible only to the intelligent,
and totally unperceived by common readers ; who, inftead of
plucking the fruit, were obliged to reft contented with & fmple
FLEUR de la Ledture litterale.  Even Spenfer, at a later period,
could not indulge his native impulfe to defcriptions of chivalry,
without framing fuch a flory, as conveyed, under the dark con-
ceit of ideal champions, a fet of hiftoric tranfactions, and an
exemplification of the nature of the twelve moral virtues. He
prefents his fantaftic queen with a rich romantic mirrour, which
{hewed the wonderous achievements of her magnificent anceftry.
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And thou, O fairéft princefs under fky,
In this fayre mirrour maift behold thy face,
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GESTA ROMANORTU M. xcvil

And thine own realmes in Lond of Faery,
And in this antique image thy great anceftry *.

It was not, however, folely from an unmeaning and a wanton
fpirit of refinement, that the fathion of refolving every thing
into allegory fo univerfally prevailed. The {fame apology may be
offered for the cabaliftical interpreters, both of the claffics and
of the old romances. The former not willing that thofe books
fhould be quite exploded which contained the antient mythology,
laboured to reconcile the apparent abfurdities of the pagan
fyftem to the chriftian myfteries, by demonftrating a figurative
refemblance. The latter, as true learning began to dawn, with
a view of {upporting for a while the expiring credit of giants
and magicians, were compelled to palliate thofe monftrous incre-
dibilities, by a bold attempt to unravel the myftic web which
had been wove by fairy hands, and by thewing that truth was
hid under the gorgeous veil of Gothic invention.

¢ B. 1. InTroD, St. vi.

Vor. III. n
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