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OF THE

ROMANTIC FICTION in EUROPE

DISSERTATION I

we commonly call Romantic, was entirely unknown
to the writers of Greece and Rome. It appears to
have been imported into Europe by a people, whofe modes of
thinking, and habits of invention, are not natural to that
country. It is generally fuppofed to have been borrowed
from the Arabians. But this origin has not been hitherto
perhaps examined or afcertained with a fufficient degree of
accuracy. It is my prefent defign, by a more diftinét and
extended inquiry than has yet been applied to the fubject,
to trace the manner and the period of its introduétien into
the popular belief, the oral poetry, and the literature, of
the Europeans.
It is an eftablithed maxim of modern criticifm, that the
fictions of Arabian imagination were communicated to the
a wefltern

r'-l-—'\ HAT peculiar and arbitrary {pecies of Fittion which
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DISSERTATTION I.

weftern world by means of the crufades. Undoubtedly thofe
expeditions greatly contributed to propagate this mode of
fabling in Europe. But it is evident, although a circum-
ftance which certainly makes no material difference as to the
principles here eftablifhed, that thefe fancies were intro-
duced at a much earlier pﬁri::-] The Saracens, or Arabians,
having been for fome time feated.on the northern coafts of
4.{11(.1, entered Spain about the beginning of the eighth cen-
tury *. Of this country they foon effected a wmr:htr: con-
queft: and impofing their reli igion, language, d]l[l cuftom
upon the inhabitants, erefted a royal feat in the capital ciay'
of Cordoua.

That by means of this eftablifhment they firft revived the
fciences of Greece in E urope, will be proved at large in
another place”: and it is obvious to conclude, that at the
fame time they diffeminated thofe extravagant inventions
which were fo peculiar to their romantic and creative bc.m:a.
A manufeript cited by Du Cange acquaints us, that the
Spaniards, foon after the irruption of the Saracens, entirely
neglected the ftudy of the Latin language; and captivated
with the novelty of the oriental books imported by thefe
ftrangers; fuddr.nly adopted an unufual pomp of l’cylu, and
an affefked elevation of diftion °. The ideal tales of thefe

¥ eaftern invaders, recommended by a ]Jufll’imv of f.lt.f(,llp-
tion, a variety of imagery, and an exuberance of invention,
hi thum unknown 'md untdnhha; to the cold and hmmn
conceptions of a weftern climate, were eagerly caught up,
and univerfally diffufed. From Spain, by the communica-
tions of a conftant commercial intercourfe through the
ports of Toulon and Marfeilles, they foon paffed into 1 rance
and Itdl._}

I

rakiw, edit. Pacock. p. 72. Cang. Gloil. ‘-Tml I1r. Latinitat. tom. i,
'i = fecond Differcation. Fr.J P Vil §,
| & © Arabico cloquio /fublimari, &c. Dy
|




PISSERTATION I

In France, no ‘province, or diftrit, feems to have given
thefe fictions of the Arabians a more welcome or a more
early reception, than the inhabitants of Armorica or Baffe
Bretagne, now Britany ; for no part of France can boaft
fo great a number of antient romances . Many poems of
high antiquity, compofed by the Armorican bards, ftill re-
main ¢, and are frequently cited by father Lobineau in his
learned hiftory of Baffe Bretagne®. Thisterritory was as it
were newly peopled in the fourth century by a colony ot
army of the Welfh, who migrated thither under the con-
& of Maximus a Roman general in Britain®, and Conau

du

¢ The reafon on which this conclufion
is founded will appear hereafter.

In the is. a fet of
old French tales of chi fe, writ-
en, as it feems, by the bards of Bretagne.
MSS. Harl. g78. 107. T
C TrisTrRAM 2 WaLes” 1s mentioned, et

2

antiquity.
y 1 from- others
e country. At the

Priftram ki bien faveit Harnre1R, before us
But they are undoubt
much older, of the
end of Exipuc’s tale we have thele lin
f. 181.
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DISSERTATION L

Tord of Meiriadoc or Denbigh-land®. 'The Armoric language
now fpoken in Britany is a diale€t of the Welth: and fo
ftrong a refemblance ftill fubfifts between the two languages,
that in our late conqueft of Belleifle, fuch of our foldiers as
were natives of Wales were underftood by the peafantry.
Milton, whofe imagination was much ftruck with the old
Britith {tory, more than once alludes to the Welfh colony
planted in Armorica by Maximus and the prince of Meiriadoc,

Et tandem Armoricos Britonum {ub lege colonos ™
And in the Parapiss Lost he mentions indiferiminately

the knights of Wales and Armorica as the cuftomary
retinue of king Arthur.

What refounds
In fable or romance, of Uther's fon
Begirt with BriT1su and Armoric knights®,

This. migration of the Welfh into. Britany or Armeorica,
which during the diftractions of the empire, in confequence
of the numerous armies. of barbarians with which Rome was
farrounded on every fide, had thrown off its dependence on
the Romans, feems to have occafioned a clofe conneétion
between the two countries for many centuries.®. Nor will

foceeeding in his defigns, he was obliged
to retire with his Britilh troops to the
continent, as in.the text. He had a con-
fiderable interelt in Wales, ]:I:I.\'il::g married
Ellena thlught:'r of Endda a powerful chief-
tain of North-wales,  She was bom at
Eaernarvon, where her chapel is ftill thewn.
Mon. Antig. p. 1606. feq.

# Sec Hilt. de Bretagne, par d’Argentre,

p- 2. Powel's Wares, p. 1. 3. feq. and
p. 6. edit Lhuyd’s Etymol. p. 52.
col, 3. And Galfrid. Mon., Hisr. Brir.

Lib, v, c. 12. vii. 3. 1x. 2. Compare Borlafe,
Antiq. Cornwall, B. i. ch. 10. ps 40
b Mansus.
i Parad. L

Mewn. fur la

579. Compare Pelloutier,
angue Celt. fol. tom. i. 1

g

k This fecefion of the Wallh, at {b eri-
tical a period, was extremely nataral, into 2
neighbouring maritime country, with which
they had conflantly trafficked, and which,
like themielves, had difclaimed the Roman
yoke.. It is not related in any Greek or
Roman hiftor; But their filence is by
o means a ient warrant for us to re-
jeft the numerous teflimonies of the old
Britifh writers concerning this event, It is
mentioned, in particular, by Llywarchen,

famons bard, who lived only one hundred
hity years afterwards. Many of his

nt, in which he cele-
twenty-four fons who wore gold
] wd were all killed in battles againft
the Saxons,

it



DISSERTATION L

it prove lefs neceflary to our purpofe to obferve, that the
Cornifh Britons, whofe language was another dialet of the
antient Britifh, from the fourth or fifth century downwards,
maintained a no lefs intimate correfpondence with the natives
of Armorica: intermarrying with them, and perpetually re-
{orting thither for the education of their children, for ad-
vice, for procuring troops againft the Saxons, for the pur-
pofes of traffick, and various other occafions, This con-
neftion was fo ftrongly kept up, that an ingenious French
antiquary fuppofes, that the communications of the Armori~
cans with' the Cornith had chiefly contributed to give a
roughnefs or rather hardnefs to the romanee or French
language in fome of the provinces, towards the eleventh
eentury, which was not before difcernible’. And this inter-
courfe: will -appear more natural, if we confider, that not
only Armorica, a maritime provinee of Gaul, never much
frequented by the Romans, and now totally deferted by
them, was ftill in fome meafure a Celtic nation ; but that alfo
the inhabitants of Cornwall, together with thofe of Devonfhire
and of the adjoining parts. of Somerfetfliire, intermixing in
a very flight degree with the Romans, and having fuffered
fewer important alterations in their original conftitution and
euftoms. from. the imperial laws and police than any other
provinge of this ifland, long preferved their genuine manners
and Britifh. chara@ter : and forming a fort of feparate princi-
pality under the government of a fucceflion of powerful
chieftains, ufually denominated princes or dukes of Corn-
wall, remained partly in a ftate of independence during the
Saxon heptarchy, and were not entirely reduced till the Nor-
man conqueft. Cornwall, in pm‘ticulm‘, retained its old
Celtic dialeét till the reign of Elizabeth™

UM, I"AbbE Lebeof, Recurecurs, &g, © Tour celm des maBITANS DE L AR-
Mem. de Litt: ton. xvii: pl 718, editi 4to, *" MORIQUE AVEE v’ Awcrois; verson-
# Je penfe que cela jufgw’d ce quele zieme fecle, &c.”
¢ commerce de ces provinces avec les peo- m See Camd: Brito iv 44 edit. 1723,

< ples du Nord, et de PAllemagne, €& sUR Lhoyd’s Archi p-253:
And
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DISSERTATION I

And here T digrefs a moment to remark, that in the circam-
{tance juft mentioned about Wales, of its conneétion with Ar-
morica, we perceive the folution of a difficulty which at firft
fight appears extremely problematical: I mean, not only
that Wales fhould have been fo conftantly made the theatre
of the old Britifh chivalry, but that {fo many of the favorite
fictions which occur in the early French romances, fhould
alfo ‘be literally found in the talesand chronicles of the
élder Wellh bards®. It was owing to the perpetual com-
munication kept up between the Welfh, and the people of
Armorica who abounded in - thefe fictions, ‘and who na-
turally took occafion to interweave them into the hiftory of
their friends and allies. “'Nor are we now at a lofs to give
the reafon why Cornwall, in the fame French romances, is
made the fcene and the fubject of fo many romantic adven-
tures °.  In the meantime we :may obferve, what indeed
has been already implied, that a frié intercourfe was upheld
between Cornwall and Wales. Their languages, cuftoms,
and alliances, as I have hinted, were the fame; and they
were feparated only by a ftrait of inconfiderable breadth.
Cornwall s frequently ftyled Weft-Wales by the Britifh
writers. ~ At the invafion of the Saxons, both countrics
became indifcriminately the receptacle of the fugitive Bri-
tons. We find the Welfh and Cornifh, as one people, often
uniting themfelves as in a national caufe againft the Saxons.
They were frequently fubjec to the fame prince *

, who fome-

1 The floryof L2 covaT MasterL, or  ut fopr. p. 24 feq. But inflances are in-
the Boy awp' rue ManTLE, told by :

old French troubadour cited by M. de
Palaye, is recorded in many manufcrip
'.5‘- elfh ch 5, as I leam from t!ri'ginn] ter, anciently included in Cornw

letters of Lh molean Muleum, -haucer's RomaurT oF TaE Rose we
] - 11g. And Obf.  have * Hornpipis of Cornewaile,” smone
i P g4e 55 And from  a preat var .

of mufical inftruments: v.
i Aehais ; el it .
ty 1 am informed, that the 4250. This 15 literally from the French

the coat compofed of the original, v, 3001,
beards of the kings whom he had con- ? Who was fometimes chofen from Wales
quered, i ed mn the legends of ¢ and Cornwall, and f{ometimes: from An.

Baids of bott countr See Of

MoR1cA. Borlafe, ubi fupr. p, 403
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times refided in Wales, and fometimes in Cornwall; and
the kings or dukes of Cornwall were perpetually fung bythe
Welih bards. Llygad Gwr, a Welth bard, in his fublime
and fpirited ode to Llwellyn, fon of Grunfludd, the laft
prince of Wales of the Britifh line, has a wifh, *“ May the
« prints of the hoofs of my prince’s fteed be feen as far as
« Coarnwarr % Traditions about king Arthur, to mention
no more inftances, are as popular in Cornwall as in Wales
and ‘moft of the romantic caftles, rocks, rivers, and caves,
of both nations, are alike at this day diftinguithed by fome

chievement, at leaft by the name,; of that celebrated

-1
1nobpic

champion. But to return.

About the year rroo, Gualter, archdeacon of Oxford; a
learned. man, and a diligent collector of hiftories, travelling
through. France, procured in Armorica an antient chronicle
written in the Britifh or Armorican language, entitled, BRuT--
v-BRENHINED, ' o Trr HisTory 'oF THE Kings oF Bri-
Taix ©. This book he brought into England, and communi-
cated it to Geoffrey of Monmouth, a Welih Benediftine
monk,. an elegant writer of Latin; and admirably fkilled in-
the Britith tongue. Geoffrey, at the requelt and recommen-

dation of Gualter the archdeacon, tranflated this Britifh

a
i

chronicle into Latin *, executing the tranflation with a tole-
rable: degree of purity and great fidelity, yet not without

Welfh bard and
1470, who afcribe
1 the fon of Bro
of Powis. Tyfhli

F In the corious libra
Davies at Ll i

fome




DISEERTATION Y.

fome interpolations ', Tt was probably finifhed ~after the

year 1538 %

* Geoffrey confefles, that he took fome
part 'of his account of king' Arthur’s at-
chievements from the mouth of his friend
Guoalter, the archdeacon ; who probably
rebted to the tranflator fome of the tradi-
tionson this fubje d heard in
Armoriea, or which time might
bave been ‘popular in Hut, Brit.
G Mon. lib. x1. ¢, i. He alfo owns
that Merlin's prophecies were not in the
Armorican original. Ib. vil. 2, Compare
‘Thomplon’s Pref. ut fupr. p. xxv. xavii.
The fpeeches and letters were forged by
Geoffrey; and in the defeription of bat-
tles, our tranflator has
quent variations
ed to an in
vian in Britifh lit
Penbryn, for the fol

nious antigua-
ure, Mr. Morris of
lowing curious remarlcs
rning Geoffrey’s original and his tranf-
lation, Geoffrey’s SyLvivs, in the
¢ Britith eriginal, is Sri1ws, which in
 Latin would make Jurrws. Thisil-
luftrates and confirms Lambarde’s, Bruv-
Tus Jerrvs. Peramb. Kent, p. 12.
So alfo in the Britifh bards. And hence
Milton’s objedtion is removed. Hift.
Engl, p. 1z, Th re no Framines
OF ARCHFLAMINES in the Britith book.
See Ulher’s Primord. p. 57- Dubl, edit.
There are very few {peeches in the oni-
%il‘l.ﬂ, and thofe very fhort. Geoffrey's
‘ULGENIUS is in the Britith copy Su-
L1EN; which by analogy in Latin would
be J[urranws. See Milton’s Hift. Eng.
p- 1oo. 'Fhere is no Leis in the Bri-
tilh; that king’s name was Lizox.
Geoffrey’s Caerrisie isin the Britith
1 CarrLLEON, or Welt-Chefter. In the
Brtith, Lraw ar Cynrarcu, fhould
¢ have been tranflated L zo, which is now
¢¢ rendered LoTs. This has brought much
** confufion into the old Scotch hittary, I
 find no Brrisus in the Brtifh copy ;
the name 15 Bevs, which fhould have
¢ been in Latin Brrivs, or Br
Geoffrey’s BrEwxus in the arigir
Bran, acommon name among the
tons; as Bram ap D]‘}'r.\:'nt., Sec,

'L

&

€

di
L

&

L

&

€

13

¢ See Suidass: Byfs. It appears by the
. original, that the Britith name of Ca-
ravsivs was Caraww; hence Tre+
OARAUR, i. e Trecarow, and the
river Caravn, which gives name to
Asgrcorn. In the Bridfh there is no
“ divifion into hooks and chapters, a mark
¢ of antiquity. Thofe whom the tranf
¢ Jator calls Comzvis of Rome, when
‘ Brennus took ity are in the original
“ Twxysocion, 1. e, princes or generals,
¢ The Gwalenfes, Gwaro, or GwaL
tgre added by Geoffrey, B- %ii. <. 19,
To what is here obferved about Sivivs,
Iwill add, that abbot Whethamfted, in his
MS. Granarium, menbions Sinorus
the father of Brutus, * Quomodo Brutus
* Sivont filios ad litora Angliz venit,”
&c. Guanax. Pareoi Lie A, MSS:
Cotton. Nero, C. vi. Brit, Muf. This
gentleman has in his };n effion a very am-
tient mannicript of the original, and has
been many years preparing materials for
.giving an accurate and faithful tranflation
of it into Englith. The manufcript in
Jefus college Dibrary at Oxford, which
Wynne pretends to be the fame which
Geoffrey himfelf made uofe of, is evidently
not older than the fixteenth century. Mr.
Price, the Bodleian librarian, tb whole
friendfhip this work is much indebted, has
two copics lately given him by Mr. Banks,
much more antient and perfelt. But there
isreafon to fufped, that moft of the Britith
manufcripts of this hiftory are tranflations
from Geoffrey's Latin : for Brita

: ¥
have BeyTTagn, which in the original
woeld have been Prybaiw, Geoffrey's

tranflation, and for obvious reafons, is a
very common manafcript. Compare Lhuyd’s
Arch. p. 263.

' Thompion {ays, 1128. ubi fupr. pPs
xxx. Geoffrey’s age is afcertained beyond
& danht, even if other proofs were wanting,
from the cotemporarics whom he mentions,
Such as Robert earl of Glocefter, natural
fon of Henry the firft, and Alexander bi-
thop of Lincoln, his patrons: he mentions
alio William of Malmefbury, and Henry of

Huntington.
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It is difficult to afcertain exattly the ‘pc;"l-v'l at whzh oui
tranflator’s original romance may probably be fuppoled to
have been compiled. Yet this is a curious 1|>.c ulation, and
will illuftrate our argument. I am inclined  to think that
the work confifts of fables thrown out by c‘|'i. ent rhap-
{odifts at different times, which afterwards were collected
and digefted into an entire hiftory, and pci'h"l])*i with new
decorations of fancy added by the compiler, w ho moit pre-
bably was one of the profeffed bards, or rather a poetical
hiftorian, of Armorica or Bafle Bretagne. In this {tate, and
under this form, I fuppofe it to have fallen into the hands
of Geoffrey of Monmouth. If ' the h\'pc-tir fis hereafter ad-
vanced concerning the pqnwuhu {ch1c.~. of fiGtion on which
this narrative is iuumkd fhould be granted, it cannot, from
what I have already proved, be more antient than the eighth
century : and we may reafonably concluc le. that it Wwas
compofed much later, as fome confiderable length of time
muft have been neceflary for the propaga tion and eftabhifh-
ment of that fpecies of fition. The hmph_ {ubject of this
chronicle, divefted of its romantic embe Jlithments, 15 a de-
duction of the Welth p11ncc~. from the Trojan Brutus to
Cadwallader, who reigned in the feventh century®. It muit

Huntingdon. Wharton places Ge
death in the year 1154. 1".pi‘.'-.'. £
q06. Robert de Monte, who mni J
Sigebert’s chronicle down ¢

in the prefice to that work n:\[.

i . qui ad 1.1\1.1 u:l:L—
Al u||-:1 Bev. Annal.
hefe are Geoffrey™s

nmru.», ;mll fo T
they .w one of his ad
original. But the cur ;
ires a L::rnl\h:u: and E,I'I[-l_:l-] dnml'hn'\ of
point, may confult an original let

, preferved am
L)\cld nUM. G4
yéton from
"uq,l. the ‘\"!"l.'.’]l.
yeir ]ZH‘, arch-

Jur in-

2 *\..h\.rs , in his hn.ms't ong to-the
1, orders the pco.:lh to
{UM  Cnome- in from ing &ree lit to idle dream

£ 15
vifions, a fuf u.r.hmu which they had
com-

who came thither on
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DI $8BRPATION L

be acknowledged, that many European nations were antiently
fond of tracing their defcent from Troy. Hunnibaldus Fran-
cus, in his Latin hiftory of France, written in the fixth cen-
tury, beginning with the Trojan war, and ending with Clovis
the firft, aferibes the origin of the French nation to Francio
a fon of Priam ". 8o univerfal was this humour, and car-
ried to fuch an abfurd excefs of extravagance, that under
the reign of Juftinian, even the Greeks were ambitious of
being thought to be defcended from the Trojans, their an-
tient and notorious enemies. Unlefs we adopt the idea of
thofe antiquaries, who contend that Europe was peopled
from Phrygia, it will be hard to difcover at what period, or
from what fource, fo ftrange and improbable a notion could
take its rife, efpecially among nations unacquainted with:
hiftory, and overywhelmed in ignorance.. The moft rational
mode of accounting for it, is to fuppofe, that the revival of
Virgil's Eneid about the fixth or feventh century, whicl re-
prefented the Trojans as the founders of Rome, the capital
of the fupreme pontiff, and a city on various other accounts
1n the early ages of chriftianity highly reverenced and dif.
tinguithed, occafioned an emulation in many other European
_ nations of claiming an alliance to the fame refpectable origi-
nal, The monks and other ecclefiaftics, the only readers
and writers of the age, were likely to broach, and were in-
terefted. in propagating, fuch an opinion. As the more bar-
barous countries of Europe began to be tinétured with Ijte.
rature, there was hardly one of them but fellinto the fafthion
of deducing its original from fome of the nations moft cele-
brated in the antient books. Thofe whe: did- not alpire fo

contrafted from their belief in thedream of il Wilkins, tom. i, p. 1o6. edit, 1737,

their foander Brutus, in the temple of
Diana, concerning - his arrival’ in Britain.
The archbifhop-very fericufly advifes them
to boalt no more of their relation to the
conquered and tive Trojans, bot to glory
i the viétorious crofs of Chritt. Con-

fol. Y

* Itis among the Scrirrores Rex.
Germax. Sim. Schard. © i. p: 301.
edit. Bafil, 1574. fol. It configs of eighteen
boolks,

higlt
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kigh as king Priam, or who found that claim preoccupied,
boafted to be defcended from fome of the generals of Alexander
the Great, from Prufias king of Bithynia, from the Greeks
or the Egyptians. It it mot in the mean time quite impro-
bable, that as moft of the European nations were provincial
to the Romans, thofe who fancied themfelves to be of Trojan
extrattion might have imbibed this notion, at leaft have ac-
quired a general knowledge of the Trojan ftory, from their
conquerors : more efpecially the Britons, who continued fo
long under the yoke of Rome*. But as to the ftory of Brutus
m particular, Geoffrey's hero, it may be prefumed that his
legend was not contrived, nor the hiftory of his fucceffors
mvented, till after the ninth century: for Nennius, who
lived about the middle of that century, not only fpeaks of
Brutus with great -obfcurity and inconfiftency, but feems
totally uninformed as to every circumftance of the Britifh
affairs which preceded Cefar’s invafion. There are other
proofs that this piece could not have exifted before the ninth
century., Alfred’s Saxon tranflation of the Mercian law is
mentioned ’. Charlemagne's Twelve Peers, and by an ana-
chronifm net uncommon in romance, are faid to be prefent
at king Arthur’s magnificent coronation in the city of Caer-
leon?®. It wereealy to produce inftances, that this chronicle
was undoubtedly framed after the legend of faint Urfula,
the.ats of faint Lucius, and the hiftorical writings of the
venerable Bede, had undergone fome degree of circulation in
the world. At the fame time it contains many paffages which
incline us to determine, that fome parts of it at leaft were
written after or about the eleventh century. I will not infift
on that paffage, in which the title of legate of the apoftolic
fee is attributed to Dubricius in the charatter of primate of
Britain; as it appears for obvious reafons to have been an
artful interpolation of the tranflator, who was an ecclefiaftic.
But I will fele¢t other arguments. Canute’s foreft, or Can-
% Seeinfr. SeeT il pi ray; 128, ¥ L. il o, 19, & Liin e 2,
bz nock-
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nock-wood in Stafferdfhire occurs; and Canute died n the
year 1036 *. At the ideal coronation of king Arthur, juft
mentioned, a tournament is defcribed as exhibited in its
highet fplendor. ¢ Many knights, fays our Armoric fa-
bler, famous for feats of chivalry, were prefent, with ap-
¢ parel and arms of the fame colour and fathion.. They
formed a fpecies of diverfion, in imitation of a fight on
« horfeback, and the ladies being placed on the walls of.
“ the c: 1H]c:, darted amorous glances on the tu.mblt’lllth
None of thefe ladies efteemed any 1\111' ht w 01111\, of het
love, but fuch as had given proof of 111:. gallantry in three
« feveral encounters. ‘Thus the valour of the men encou-
raged chaftity in the women, and the attention of the wo-
men proved an incentive to the foldier’s bravery *.” Here
1s the practice of chivalry under the combined ideas of love
and ]nilitn]'\-’ Pr'u'.-'.-'uf" as thcv feem to have fubfifted after the
feudal conftitution had ﬂL(lLLh(,d gredter tichccs not only of
{tability but of fplendor and refinement *.: And although a
fpecies of tournament was exhibited in France at the recon-
ciliation of the fons of Lewis the feeble, in the clofe of  the
ninth century, and at the beginning of the tenth, the co-
ronation of the emperor Henry was folemnized with mar-
tial entertainments, in which many parties were introduced
fighting on horfeback ; yet it was long afterwards that thefe
games were accompanied with the peculiar formalities, and
ceremonious ufages, here defcribed ©, In the mean time, we

€ See infr, Szer. il p. reg. xii. p,
2 47 3T I will here prodace, f; t
® Pitts mentions an anoRymons writer un-  learned -orientalit M t
ﬁ('l‘ T]IL' name C‘i ERE.‘.'.I'!'.'l BRET.\.‘\T:‘-"L'S-_. CLII"[DL[‘ |
who fudied hiftory and aftronomy, and  which the r
5’-:‘11r1” «d about the year 720. He wrote, ples of this
a2 book In an unknown ]’ﬂguLE’{, “ BATTHALL
Sanck aly De Rege i i
Lib. i, De Men 8
18 T:Q_LL‘I'I"ISI-'i, lib. 1. See
-, X. 21. Uffer, Primord.
P14 ‘t could nothave been Df Lm |I =40, a
weated by fo early a writer. concerning r whom many mar

vellons ft ats ul
arms,
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gannot anlfwer for the innevations of 'a tranflator in fuch a
defeription. = The burial of Hengift, the Saxon chief, who i
faid to, have .been interred not after the fww fathion, as
Geoffrey renders the words of the original, but after the
manser- of the Sorpaxs, is partly an argument that our ro-
mance was compofed about the time of the crufades. It was
not till thofe memorable campaigns of miftaken devotion had
infatuated the weltern w c)_lL] that the foldans or fultans of
Babylon, of Egy pt of l..omum and other eaftern kingdoms,
became f: 1=111h ar in Europe: Not llh t Hu m:tm 1 of this piece
being written {o late as the cn in the leaft invalidates
the doétrine delivered in this difcourfe. N::-t even if we fup-
pofe that 'Geoffrey of Monmouth was its original compofer.
That notion rather tends to confirm and eftablifh my {yftem.
On the whele we¢ may. venture to al firm, that this -'._11[\-"11(1
fuppo {ed 1o contain the ideas of the Welih ..llds, Ltl"lll..a.
confiits of Arabian inventions. And, in this view, no dif-
forence 1s made whether it was compiled about the tenth
century, -at- which time, if not lhia:-n,, the Arabians from
their fettlement in Spain muft have communicated their ro-
mantic fables to other parts of Europe, efpecially to the
French ; or whether 1t firft appeared in the (-‘r'w-':: 1th cen-
i

rufades had multiplied thefe fables to an ex-

=5 as o FLEE
- AlTEr 1

ceffive degree, ai u] made them Li]l]\rﬂjld]l.\r popular. And al-
though the gener: ql caft of the inventions contained in this
romance is alone fufficient to point out the fource from

> derived, yet I chufe to prove to a dem

on-

"r";‘m" 1CC ENCY ¥
d

ﬂ 3

: here advanced, by producing and examining

Arabians and Perfians abound with ex-
wouf the gi:mt: Gog and Magog. Thefe
Magiougey and the Caucafian wall,

there is an Arabian book

Li]').' Ty at

I enfitle Scirat “al Mogiah-edir,” i.e.
o ¢ The Lm, of the moft valisnt Cham-
Bibl .b. In theyoyal * pioms. Num. 1079,

faid
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faid to be built by Alexander the Great from the Cafpian to
the Black Sea, in order to cover the frontiers of his domi-
nion, and to prevent the incurfions of the Sythians *, 1s cal-
led by the orientals the Wary of Gog and Macoc °. One of
the moft formidable giants, accarding to our Almoncan ro-

4 “n]nrl'm M, Petis de la Croix, Hif,
enghizean; 1. iv. c.g.
L H"rb[:h:l: E3~11.1|

201, 318. 438
&c. They ca l rtary the fand “of Ga-
upe and- Majiouge. This wall, fome few
fraoments of \\m(}L fHill remain, they pre-
tend to have been built with zll forts of
metals. ELL: "!h._ ). Hift. D naft. edit.
:J. =T 167 "It was

people of 'I;-- and '\r'I:L_lLol &
perpetun ally e ~r.3=:'m3111'1|" to, make a 'ﬂﬁ-wc
|nr|1 t]11-. {0..““’, ]‘IJ['...'I it [m, \r.r\uH.

See H 1 Geneal. des J.—
Bahadut Khin.
808, the caliph Al .‘!.mm having

\onuul'..] TCpOrts CONCErT

men, i t;._\.\‘ l\
¢ of WO m

a dangerox
Salam'and his pa
country, where they be I1Lh, the ;
miny cities tlcilmycd by the people of Ja-
-m.lgg. and  Mail ioupe, in fix 'l.l'l}'e more
they reached the caltles near the mountai
[\nkuv‘l or Caucafus. 'This moun
inacceflibly Beep, perpetually covered wxh
fnowsand thick clouds, and encompafles the
country of Jagiouge and ‘v‘lwmune which
isfull of cultivated figlds and u' At
an nptmng of this mountain the fortrels
appears amd travelling forwards, at the
diftance of two ftages, tIm, l'uuud another
mountain, with a ditch cut through it_one
handred and fifty cubits v and within
the Lpun.rc an iren .:t;.' cubits high;
hj‘pmtu.. by valt bt IT'L., having an Tron
bulwark crowned with iron turrets, reach-
ing to the fummit of the mountain itfelf,
which is 100 }"Ii\ll to be feen. The valves,
lintels, threfhold, bolts, lock and LL\.
are all reprefented of proportionable mag.
pitude, 'The governor of the caftle above-

mentioned, once in every we ek mounted on
herfeback with ten others on horfebadk,
comes to this gate, and fbriking it three
times with 2 hammer weighing five pounds,
and then ul;u‘ung, hEnrs |murn1=:rmg noife
from within.  This noife is fu] pofed to
proceed from the Jagiouge and Magiouge
confined there. Salam was told that they
often appeared en the batdements of the
bulwark, He returned after pafling twenty-
eight months-in thi L'{L!“wldll‘ulj u.pLd:-
tiow. - See Mod. Univ. Hift. B 1
§ 2. pag. 15.10. 17. Mm! .—‘mc. vol.
X pag. 23 lex,!’pea. ing of the F’oa'r;r
Cavcasie, mentions, ingens nature
# gpous, montibus interruptis repente, uht
¢ fores obdita ferratis trabibus,” &c. Nar,
Hift. lib. vi. e. 2. Czar Peter the firft, in
his expedition into Perfia, hitd the cariofity
to furvey the ruins of this wall : -and fome
apues within the mountain he found a
of it which feemed entire, and was
about- fifteen  feer Jagh. In fome other
parts. it is fill fix or feven feet in heighth.
I1 feems at firlk hgh: to be built of ﬁom. £
but it d..onﬁﬂ-. of petrified earth, fand, and
fhells, which mmpuﬁ. a fobftance of great
folidity, It -has been chiefly u-:.l:mv-:d by
the neighbouring inhahitants, for the fake
of its materials : and moft of the :!dj acent
tawns and \'il];lgu are built out of its
ruins. _Bentink’s Notes on Abulgazi, p,
722. Eng, edit, See Chardin's Travels.
]:! 176, And Struys's Voyage, B.ii. ¢
20, p. .320. Olunqs !"..it'nlﬁ of the
Holltein Ambaffad. E p: 403. Geo-
graph. Nubienfl vi. r_;, nJ A&, Pe-
tropolit. vol. 1. p. . By the wiy,
1h'~1 wiork ]'\ruh.\la]_', pvecu.l{d I:"Ic ome nfl
Alexander : it does not appear, from the
courfe of hiz vifteries, <that he ever came
near the C:Ll-pi.'.n gates. The firft and fa-
hiflory of the eaftern nations, will
s be found to begin with the exploits
of this Grecian liero.

mance
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mance, which oppofed the landing of Brutus in Britain, was
Goemagot. He was twelve cubits high, and would unroot
an oak as eafily as an hazel wand: but after a moft obfti-
nate encounter with Corineus, he was tumbled into the fea
from the fummit of a fteep cliff on the rocky fhores of Corn-
wall, and dafhed in pieces againft the huge crags of the de-
clivity, = The place where he fell, adds our hiftorian, taking
its name from the giant’s fall, is.called Lam-Gor MAGOT, or
Goemacor’s LEap, to thisday . - A no lefs monftrous giant,
whom king Arthur flew on Saint Michael’s Mount in Corn—
wall, is faid by this fabler to have come from Spain.  Here

the origin of thefe ftories is evident ly betrayed®. Fhe Ara-
bians, or Saracens, as 1 have hinted .above, had conquered
Spain, and were fettled there.. Arthur. ha aving killed this

redoubted ‘giant, declares, that' he had ":mhu_ul with none
of u;u“ i‘[l nfvrh and prow efs, fince he overcame the mi ighty
giant Ritho, on the mounfain Ar ibnu who had made himfelf
a robe of the beards of the kings whom he had killed,  "This
tale is in Q}}L-mcr’s Faerie Queene. A magician brought
from Spain is called to the afliftance of hdwm a prince of
\rnt!mmhm]mtl educated under bulmmm Lms_-j of fl~--
ns . In the prophecy of Merlin, deliveredto Vor
gern '11111 the battle of the (ll:‘L”L'}Il-\., forged perh: aps by the
tranflator C:wofhu., yet apparently in the {pirit and mannep
of the reft, we - have. the Arabians named, and. their fitua-
tions in Spain and Africa.’ * From Conau fhall come forth
“ a wild boar, whofe tuflks {hall deftroy the. oaks of the fo-
““ refts of France. The Arasrans and AFricaxs thall
“ dread him ; and he fhall continue his rapid courfe into
““the moft diftant parts of Spain*.” This is King Arthur.
In the fame prophecy, mention is made of the « Woods of

Armot ’.‘

ot e

I Lib.1.c. 6. ftrenply - allied to the Welfh . and
ELax.c. 3 I
k The Cumbrian and Neorthumbri b, xi1, ¢ 1, R

tons, as powerful opponents of the Saxons, . Lib. viice, 3.

Africa.”




DISSERTATION L

« Africa | In another place Gormund king of the Africans
oceurs ' In a battle which Arthar fights againit the Ro-
mans, fome of the principal leaders in the Roman army are
Alifantinam king of Spain, Pandrafus king of Egypt, Boccus
king of the Medes, Evander king of Syria, Micipfa king of
Babylon, and a duke of Phrygia™. Itis obvious to fuppofe
how thefe countries became fo familiar to the bard of our
chronicle. The old fitions about Stonehenge were: derived
from the fame inexhauftible fource of extravagant imagma-
tion. We are told in this romance, that the giants con-
veyed the ftones which compofe this miraculous monument
from the fartheft coafts of Africa. [Every onc of thefe
ftones is fuppofed to be myftical, and to contain a medicinal
virtue: an idea drawn from the medical {kill of the Arabians®,
and more particularly from the Arabian dottrine of attri-
buting healing qualities, and other occult properties, to
ftones °. Merlin’s transformation of Uther into Gorlois, and
of Ulfin into Bricel, by the power of fome medical pre-
paration, is a {pecies of Arabian magic, which profeffed to
work the moft wonderful deceptions of this kind, and is men-
tioned at large hereafter, in tracing the inventions of Chaucer’s
poetry. 'The attribution of prophetical language to birds
was common among the orientals: and an eagle 1s fuppofed
to fpeak at building the walls of the city of Paladur, now
Shaftefbury . he Arabians cultivated the ftudy of philo-

LLib, xii. 2+ %, B, 1c hypothefis, that Stonchenge is a Britith
m Lih. x. c. s £ ao monument ; and indeed Lo prove, that it was
n Seeinfr. SECT. 11_1 1e. AndSeeT. really erefted in memery of -the three hun-
xiil. p- 3.73‘ infr. dred Britifh nobles maffacred by the Saxon
¢ This chronicle was evidently compiled Hengift. See Sect. il infr. ia. 52, - No
to do honour to the Britons and their  Drurpicir monument, of which {o many
affairs, and efpecially in oppofition to the  remains were common, engaged th
nportance with which tention or interefted them fo much,
q feem to fpeak of Stone- NATIONAL memorial appears to have
henge, and the many beautiful fictions with done.
ic been fo fludicus to em- ? Lib. ii, ¢, 9. See Szcv. inf. xw. p.
rin, and to agprandife its 413
pear to me ftrongly to favour the
{fophy

J
£
o
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fophy,. particularly aftronomy, with amazing ardour*. Hence
arofe the tradition, reported by our hiftorian, that in king
Arthur’s reign, there fubfifted at Caer-leon in Glamorgan-
fhire a college of two hundred philofophers, who ftudied
aftronomy and other fciences; and who were particularly
t:rnp}o}fc(l in watching the courfes of the ftars,and predicting
events to the king from their obfervations®. Edwin’s Spanifh
magician above-mentioned, by his knowledge of the flight
of birds, and the courfes of the ftars, is faid to foretell
fature difafters. In the fame ftrain Merlin, prognofticates
Uther’s fuccefs in battle by the appearance of a comet .
The fame enchanter’s wonderful fRill in mechanical powers, by
which he removes the giant’s Dance, or Stonehenge, from
Ireland into England, and the notien that this ftupendous
ftruéture was raifed by a PROFOUND PHILOSOPHICAL KNOW-
LEDGE OF THE MECHANICAL ARTS, are founded on the Arabic
literature *.  To which we may add king Bladud’s magical
operations '. Dragons are a {fure mark of erientalifm. One
of thefe.in our romance is a “terrible dragon flying from
¢ the weft, breathing fire, and.illuminating all the country
“ with the brightnefs of his eyes'.” In another place we
have a giant mounted on a winged dragon: the dragon
erects his fcaly tail, and wafts his rider to the clouds with
great rapidity

Arthur and Charlemagne are the firft and original heroes of
romance. And as Geoffrey’s hiftory is the grand repofitory of
the aéts of Arthur, foa fabulous hiftory afcribed to Turpin is
the ground work of all the chimerical legends which have
been related concerning the conquefts of Charlemagne and
his-twelve .peers. Its fubjeét is the expulfion of the Sara-

¢ See Duss.ii. AndSeer. xv. inf. p. 402, * Lok ro.

% L. viii. c. 1¢, 3 LIS NS
P Lib. ix. c. 32, = L., vil. o 4.
* L. viil. ¢, 10.  Sc¢e infr. SEcT. Xv.

paflim.
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cens from Spain: and it is filled with fictions evidently
cogenial with thofe which charaéterife Geoffrey's hiftory .

Some fuppofe, as I have hinted above, this romance to
have been written by Turpin, a monk-of the eighth century;
who, for his knowledge of the Latin language, his fanchity;
and gallant exploits againft the Spanifh Saracens, was pre-
ferred to the archbifhoprick of Rheims by Charlemagne.
Others believe it to have been forged under archbifhop
Turpin’s name about that time. Others very foon after-
wards, in the reign of Charles the Bald”. = Thatis, about
the year 870 7.

Voltaire, a writer of much deeper refearch than is ima-
gined, and the firt who has difplayed the literaturc and
cuftoms of the dark ages with any degree of penetration
and comprehenfion, fpeaking of the fiftitious tales concern-
ing Charlemagne, has remarked, « Ces fables qu'un moine
* ecrivit an onzieme fiécley fous le nom de larcheveque
* Turpin®”  And it might eafily be fhewn that juft before
the commencement of the thirteenth century, romantic
ftories about Charlemagne were more fafhionable than ever
among the French minftrels. That is, on the recent pub-
lication of this fabulous hiftory of Charlemagne. Hiftorical
evidence concurs with numerous internal arguments to prove,
that it muft have been compiled after the crufades. In the
twentieth chapter, a pretended pilgrimage of Charlemagne
to the holy fepulchre at Jerufalem 1s recorded: a forgery

= I will mention only one among many
others. The chriftians under Charlemagne
are faid to have found in Spain a golden
idol, or image of Mahomet, as high as a
bird can fly. Itwas framed by Mahomet
himfelf of the purelt metal; who by his
knowledge in necromancy had fealed up
within it a legion of diabolical fpirits.
Jt held in 1ts hand a prodigious club; and
the Saracens had a prophetic tradition, that
this club fhould fall from the hand of the

image in that year when a certain king
fhould be born in France, &c, J. Tarpini
Hift. de Vit. Carol. Magn. et Rolandi,
cap. iv, f. 2. &,

* See Hift. Acad, des Infeript. &c. vil.
293. edit. 4to.

¥ See Catel, Mem. de I'Hift. du Lan-

nedoc, phErss.

= o Hift. éen. ch. viil. Qenvr, tom, i.
P+ 84, edit. Genev. 1756,

feemingly
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feemingly contrived with a defign to give an importance to
thofe wild expeditions, and which would eafily be believed
when thus authenticated by an archbifhop *.

There is another ftrong internal proof that this romance
was written long after the time of Charlemagne. Our hif-
torian is {peaking of the numerous chiefs and kings who
came with their armies to affift his hero: among the reft he
mentions earl Oell, and adds, ¢ Of this man there is a fong
“ commonly fung among the minftrels ever fo this day '
Nor will I believe, that the European art of war, in the
eighth century, could bring into the field fuch a prodigious
parade of battering rams and wooden caftles, as thofe with
which Charlemagne is faid to have befieged the city Agen«
num ©: the crufades feem to have made thefe huge military
machines common in the European armies. However we
may fufpet it appeared before, yet not long before, Geof-
frey’s romance ; who mentions Charlemagne’s TweLve
Peers, fo lavifhly celebrated in Turpin’s book, as prefent
at king Arthur’s imaginary coronation at Caer-leon. Al-
though the twelve peers of France occur in chronicles of
the tenth century *; and they might befides have been fug-
gefted to Geoftrey's original author, frem popular traditions
and fongs of minftrels. We are fure it was extant before
the year 1122, for Calixtus the fecond in that year, by papal

4 See infr. SecT. il p. T24. % bant.” The onufual {peftacle and foend

¥ ¢ De hoc caniter in Cantilena vigue ad
bodicrnum  diem.” cap. xi. £, 4 b edit.
Schard, Francef, 1566. fol. Chronograph.
Quat.

¢ Ibid. cap. ix. f. 3. b. The writer adds,
wE C:crcrlfquc ﬂr?r_'_-‘l'{."ir ad capiendum, "
See allo cap. x. ibid. Compare Secv. iv.
infr, p. 160. In one of Charlemagne’s
battles, the Saracens advance with horrible
vifors hearded and hored, and with drms
or cymbals. ¢ Tenenwique finguli Ty M-
“ yawa, que manibus fortiter percutic-

ai

terrified the horfes of the chriftian army,
and threw them into confufion. In afe-
cond engagement,Charlemagne commanded
the eyes of the horfes to be covered, and
their ears to be ftopped. Turpin. cap. xviii,
f. 7. b. The latter expedient is copied in
the Romance of RicHARD THE FIRST,
written about the eleventh century. See
Szcr, iv. infr. p. 165. See alfo what is
{aid of the Saracen drums, ibid. p. 167.

* Flodoard of Rheims firflt mentions
them, whofe chronicle comes down to g66.

2 authority
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anthority, pronounced this hiftory to be genuine *. Mon-
fieur Allard affirms, that it was written, and in the eleventh
century, at Vienna by a monk of Saint Andrew’s’. Thia
monk was probably nothing more than fome Latin: tran-
flator : but a learned French antiquary is of opinion, that
it was originally compofed in Latin ; and moreover, that the
moft antient romances, even thofe of the Round Table;
were originally written in that language®.. Oienhart, and
with the greateft probability, fuppofes it to be the work of
a Spaniard. He quotes an authentic manufcript to prove,
that it was brought out of Spain into France before the
clofe of the twelfth century *; and that the miraculous
exploits performed in Spain by Charlemagne and earl Rolandy
recorded in this romantic: hiftery, were unknown among
the French before that period : except only that fome few of
them were obfcurely and imperfectly fketched in the metrical
tales of thofe who fung heroic adventures'. Oienhart’s fup-
pofition that this hiftory was compiled in Spain, the centre
of oriental fabling in Europe, at once accounts for the na-
ture and extravagance of its fictions, and immediately points
to their Arabian origin *. As to the French manufcript of

¢ Magn. Cliron. Belgic. pag. 150. fub
ann. Compare ]. Long, Bibl. Hift. Gall.
num. 6671. "And Eambec. ii. p. 333.

T Bibl. de Dauphiné. p. 224.

Inte one from that lively pifture of the
Spaniards, ReLation v Vorace p’Es.
racHE, by Madamoifelle Danois. -“With-
in the antient caftle of Toledo, they fay,

£ See infr, SEcT, vill, p. 464,

* Geeinfr. SecT. WL p. 135-

¥ Arnoldi- Ofenharti  Notit.  utriufque
Vafconiz, edit. Parif. 1638. gto. pag.
4g7. lib. iii. ¢. 3. Sueh was Boland’s
fong, fung at-the battle'of Haftings., But
fee this romance, cap. xx. £ 8. b Where
Turpin feems to refer to {ome other fa-
bulows materials or * hiftory concerning
Charlemagne.  Particularly about Gala
and Braiamant; which make fuck a figure
in Boyardo and -Ariofto.

& Innomerable romantie ftories, of Ara-
bian growth, are to this day current among
the common people of Spain, which they
el Cuoizxros pE Viejas. [ will res

there was a valt cavern whole entrance was
ftrongly barncadoed. It was univerfally
believed, that if any perfon-entered this
cavern, the moft fatal difafters would hap-
pen to the Spaniards.. Thus it remained
l.']ﬂﬂ"ly fhut and unentered for many ages.
At length king Roderigo, having lefs cre-
dulity: buv more courage and cunofity than
his-anceftors, comimanded this formidable
recels to be opemed. At entering, he
began to fufpedt the traditions of the peo-
P'H_' to be true: a terrible tf:m]u:ll arofe, and
allthe elements feemedt united to embare
rafs him. Neverthelefs, he vengured for-
wards into the cave, where he difcerned by
the light of his torches certain figures or fta-.

el
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this hiftory, it is a tranflation from Turpin’s Latin, made
by: Michel de Harnes in the year 1207 ' And, by the way,
Srom the tranflator’s declaration, that there was a great im-
propriety in tranflating Latin profe into verfe,. we may, con-
clude, that at the commencement of the thirteenth century
the French generally made. their tranflations into verfe.

In thefe two fabulous chronicles the foundations of romance
feem to-be laid. The principal characters, the leading fub-
jects, and the fundamental fistions, -which have fupplied
fuch ample matter to. this fingular f{pecies of compofition,
are here firft difplayed.  And although the long continuance
of the crufades imported innumerable inventions, of a fimilar
complexion, and fubftituted the atchievements of new cham-
pions and the wonders of other countries, yet the tales of
Avrthur and of Charlemagne, diverfified indeed, or enlarged
with additional embellifhments, ftill continued to prevail,
and to be the favourite topics: and this, partly from theis
early popularity, partly from the quantity and the beauty
of the fictions with. which they were at firfk fupported, and
efpecially becaufe the defign of the crufades had made thofe
fubjeéts fo fathionable in which chriftians fought with mfi-
dels, In a word, thefe volumes are the firft fpecimens

It i in the
- Bigo. Pro-
rpin in the Britith
, Cod. MSS. Harl.

toes of men, whofe habiliments and arms Mem. Lit. xvii. 7
were firange and uncouth. One of them  royal librar
had a fword of fhining brafs, on which it bably the I
was written in Arabic charaters, the Mufenm is th

time approached when the Spanifh nadon  z73. 23. £ 86. See infr.  SgcT. il p.
fhould be deftroyed, and thatit would not 135 See inflances of the Englifh tran-
be long before the warriors, whofe images flating profe Latin books into Englifh, and
were placed  there, fhould arrive in Spain: fometimes French, verfe.  SecT. 1t anfr:

The writer adds,. ¢ Je.n’ai jamais &€ en
"t gueun endroit, oi Pon falfe PLUS DE
wions des’ CONTES FABULEUX ql-l,'h'“-
L Ei"].f.‘lgl:r:." Edit. a la Hay 15g1.
tor, ili. p. 158 159, tzmo. See infr.
Sect: il 'p. 112.. Andithe Liwe of
Cervantis, by Don Gregorio Mayans.
§.27. & 47. 5 48§ 40,

L'See Du Chelne, tom. v..p.6o. And

paflim.

In the king's libtary at Paris, thereis a
tranflation- of- Dares Phrygius into French
nes by Godfrey of Waterford an Irifh
Jdcobm, & write mentioned by Tanner,
in the thirteenth century. Mem. Litt, toma
xvii. p. 736. Compare SeeT. 1L infr.
p. 125, In the Notes.

extant
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extant in this mode of writing. No European hiftory
before thefe has mentioned giants, enchanters, dragons, and
the like monftrous and arbitrary fictions. And the reafon is
obvious : they were written at a time when a new and
unnatural mode of thinking took place in Europe, intro-
duced by our communication with the eaft.

Hitherto I have confidered the Saracens either at their
immigration into Spain about the ninth century, or at the
time of the crufades, as the firlt authors of romantic
fabling among the Europeans. But a late ingenious critic
has advanced an hypothefis, which afligns a new fource,
and a much earlier date, to thefe fi€tions.. I will cite his
opinion of this matter in his own words. * Our old
‘“ romances of chivalry may be derived in a riNEAL DEs-
“ cent from the antient hiftorical fongs of the Gothice
“ bards and fcalds.— Many of thefe fongs are ftill preferved
“ in the north, which exhibit all the feeds of chivalry
« before it became a folemn inftitution.—Even the com-
“ mon arbitrary fi¢tions of romance were moft of them
“ familiar to the antient fcalds of the north, long before
“ the time of the crufades. They believed the exiftence of
“ giants and dwarfs, they had fome notion of fairies, they
“ were {trongly poffeffed with the belief of fpells and in-
¢ chantment, and were fond of inventing combats with
“ dragons and monfters ».” Monfieur Mallet, a very able
and elegant inquirer into the genius and antiquities of the
northern nations, mantains the fame do&rine. He feems to
think, that many of the opinions and praétices of the Goths,
however obfolete, ftill obfcurely fubfift. He adds, « May
“ we not rank ameng thefe, for example, that love and
“ admiration for the profeffion of arms which prevailed
“ among our anceftors even to fanaticifm, mad as it were
“ through f{yftem, and brave from a point of honour? —

™ Percy, on AnTienT MeTa. Rou, i pi 3. 4 edito 1767,

Can
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PISSSERTATION I.

% Can we riot explain from the Gothic religion, how judi-
« ciary combats, and proofs by th¢ ordeal, to the aftonifh-
« ment of pofterity, were admitted by the legiflature of all
« Europe”: and how, even to the prefent age, the people
« are ftill infatuated with a Belief of the power of magi-
« cians, witches, {pirits, and genii, concealed under the earth
« pr in the waters #---Do we not difcover in thefe religious
¢« opinions, that fource of the marvellous with which our
« anceftors filled ‘their fomances; in which we fee dwarfs
<« and giants, fairies and demons,” &e °. And in another
phm.' «« The fortrefles of 'the Goths were enly rude caftles
¢ fituated on the fummits of rocks,and rendered inacceffible
by thick misfhapen walls. As thefe walls ran winding
« round the caftles, they often called them by a name which
fignified SexpenTS or DRAGONS ; and in thefe they ufually
fecured the women and young virgins of diftinction, who
were feldom fafe at a time when fo many enterprifing
heroes were rambling up and down in fearch of adven-
« tures. It was this cuftom which gave occafion to antient
romancers, who knew not how to defcribe any thing
« fimply, to ‘invent fo many fables concerning princefles of
great beauty guarded by dragons, and afterwards delivered
« by invincible champions *

iciary combats, asalfo for  Worm. p. 63. In favour of this barbarous
common athletic exércifes, they formed an.  inflitution it eught tobe remembered, that
;n:pn itheatrical circusof rude flones. **Cluz-  the prattice of thus marking out the pmc
“ dam [faxa] circos clandebant, in gai- of battle muft have prevented much blood-
@ hng gigantes et u.rq‘u puELLO fh |: e fhed, and. faved many innocent lives: for
s decertabant.” Worm. p. 62: And again,  if either combatant - was by any accident
¢ Nec mora, CIRCUATUR campus, n\m[.. forced out of the circus, he was to lofe his
“ grgeys flipatar, concarrunt pugilés.”  caufe, or to pay theee marks of pure filver

65, Itis remarkable, that circs of the  as a redemption for his life. Worm. p.
fame fort are Rill to be feen in Comwall, 68, 6g. In the year 987, the ordeal was

fo famousat this day for the athletic art:  fubMlituted in De nmark inftead of the du

in which alfo. they- femetimes exhibited a mode of decifion, at lealt in a po
their feriptural interludes. See infr. SeeT. fenfe, lefs abfurd,, as it pramoted military
vi, p..237. Frotho the Grear, king of kil

Denmark, in the firft century, is faid to o Mallet; Introduftion a 1'Hiftoire de
have been the firk who commanded all Dasnemarc, &c. tom. ii. P- 9+
sontroverfies to be decided by the {word. 7 Ib. chs %, ps 243+ tomeit,

I do
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DISSHSERTATION I

I do 'noét mean entirely to rejeét this' hypothefis: but T
will endeavour to fhew how far I think it is true, and in
what manner or degree it may be reconciled with the fyftem
delivered above.

A few years before the birth of Chrift, foon after Mithri-
dates had been overthrown by Pompey, a nation of Afiatic
Goths, who poflefied that region of Afia which is now called
Georgia, and 1s connetted on the fouth with Perfia, alarmed
at the progreflive encroachments of the Roman armies, re-
tired in vaft multitudes tinder the ‘conduét of their leader
Odin, or Woden, into the northern parts of Europe, not
fubjett to the Roman government, and fettled in Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, and other diftri€ts of the Scandinavian terri-

tory . As they brought with them many ufeful arts, parti-
cularly the knowledge of letters, which Odin is faid to have

g

invented

a-% Unicam pentium Afiaticarum Im-
migrationem,in orbem Arftoum faftam,
noflre antiguitates commemorant. Sed
€am tamen non prim:t:n. 3 n L'j:('ii
annum tandem vicefimum guartum ante
# natum Chriflum, Romanis exercitibus
aufpiciis Pompeli Magni in Afie parte,
¢ Phrypia Minore, graflantibus. 1la enim
** epocha ad hanc rem chronologi noftri
‘ gtuntur. In cujus (Gyivi Svecim
<* regis) tempora incidit Odinus, Afiatice
imzniguti{:nis, fafte anno 24 ante na-
* tum Chnitum, antefignanus.” Crymo-
gaed, Amgrim, Jon, lib. i. cap. 4. p. 30.
31. edit, Hamburg, 1609, See alio Bar-
tholin.” Antiquitar. Dan. Lib. &. cap. 8,
P oy, iil. ‘o2 p. 65z edit 168g.
diazius,” de Gent. Migrat, L. x. “fol. 573
0. edit; fol. 1600, Compare Ol Rud-
becks cap: v felk ozl pa gg xiv, el 2,
p. b7, ‘There is a memoir on this fubject
lately publifhed in the l’u:l;ribur\gh Trani-
attions, but I chufe to refer to original au-
thorities. See tom v. p. 297. edit. 1738,
'0,
r ¢ Odino etiam et aliis, quiex Afia huc
“ devenere, tribuunt multi antiquitatum

('

, they were hofpitably received by the natives,

¢ Iflandicaram periti; ande ‘et Odinus
“ Runuornr fen Runarum (i ei Litera-
 paam) auflor vocatur.” Ol Worm, Li-
ter, Runic. cap. zo. edit. Hafn. 1651.
Some writers refer the origin of the Gre-
cian language, {fciences, and religion to
the Seythians, who were connefled to-
wards the fouth with Qdin’s Goths. [ can-
not bring a greater anthority ‘than that of
Salmafins, *¢ Satis certim ex his colligi
“ poteft linguam, ut gentem, Hepvewi-
¥ cam, a feptentrione et SCYTHIA origi-
*¢ nem traxiffe, non a meridie. Inde pi=
TErRE Gracorvm, inde Musmx Pi-
Er1DES, inde facrorom initia.” Sal-
mafl. de Hellenilt. p. 400. Asa Fforther
proof I'thall obferve, that the antient poet
‘Thamyris was fo much efteemed by the Scy-
thizns, on accountof his poetry, silepulia,
that they chofe him their king. ‘Conon.
Narrat. Poet. cap, vil. edit. Gal.  But
Thamyris was a Thracian : and a late in-
genious antiguarian endeavours to prove,
that the Goths were defcended from the
Thracians, and that the Greeks and Thra-
cians were only different cldns of the fame
people.Clarke’s Connexion; &c.ch. i, p. 6.

and

i
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and by degrees acquired a fafe and peaceablé eftablithment
in the new country, which feems to have adopted their lan-
guage, laws, and religion. Odin is faid to have been ftiled
a god by the Scandinavians; an appellation which the fupe-
riour addrefs and fpecious abilities of this Afiatic chief eafily
extorted from a more favage and uncivilifed people.

This migration is confirmed by the concurrent teftimo-
nies of various hiftorians : but there is no better evidence of
it, than that confpicuous fimilarity fubfifting at this day
between feveral cuftoms of the Georgians, as defcribed by
Chardin, and thofe of certain cantens of Norway and Swe-
den, which have preferved their antient manners in the
pureft degree *, Not that other ftriking implicit and in-
ternal proofs, which often carry more conviction than
diret hiftorical affertions, dre wanting ‘to point out this
migration, The antient inhabitants of Denmark and Nor-
way inferibed the exploits of their kings and heroes on
rocks, in chara€ters called Runic; and of this pratice many
marks are faid ftill to remain in thofe countries '. 'This art
or cuftom of writing on rocks is Afiatic'®, Modern travel-
fers report, that there are Runic infcriptions now exifting
in the deferts of Tartary *. The WRITTEN MOUNTAINS of
the Jews are an inftance that this fathion was oriental,
Antiently, when one of thefe northern chiefs fell honourably
in battle, his weapons, his war-horfe, and his wife, were
confumed with himfelf on the' fame funeral pile”’. < I need

* See Pontoppidan. Nat. Hilt. Norway,
tom. il €. 10, & 123

F'See’ Saxo Grammat. Pref. ad Hifl
Dan. And Hik, lib. vil. See alfo OL
Worm. Monum. Dan. Lib. ii.

“ Paolus Jovius, a writer indeed not of
the beft credie, fays, that Annibal engraved
charafiers on the Alpire rocks, as a tefti-
mony of his paflage over them, and that
they were remaining there two centurics
ago. Hift. lib. xv. p. 1063.

* Sce Voyage par Strahlemberg, &c.
A Dejeription of the morthern and caflern
Parts of Ewrspe and Afia. Schroder fays,
from Olaus Rudheckivs, that ruwes, or
letters, were invented by Magog the Scy-
thian, and communicated to Thuifco the
celebrated German chieftain, in the year
of the world 1799, Pref, ad Lexicon La-
tinp-Scandic,

! See Keyller, p. 147, Two funeral
ceremonies, one of BURNING, the other

of
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not remind my readers how -religioufly this horrible cere-
mony of facrificing the wife to the dead hufband is at prefent
obferved in the eaft. There is a very remarkable corre-
{pondence, in numberlefs important and fundamental points,
between the Druidical and the Perfian fuperftitions : and
notwithftanding  the evidence of Cefar,” who fpeaks only
from- popular, report, and without precifion, on a fubject
which he cared little about,. it 1s the opinion of the learned
Banier, that the Druids were formed on the model of the
Magi *. - In this hypathcﬁs. he is {feconded by a modern anti-
quary; who further fuppoles,  that Odin’s followers. ima
ported this eftablifhment inte, Scandinavia, from the cons
fines of Perfia®.. The Scandinavians attributed divine virtue
to mifletoe; it 1s mentioned in their. Eppa, or fyftem of
religious dotrines, where it is faid to grow on the weft
fide of Val-hall, or Odin’s elyfium °. -That Druidical rites
exifted among the Scandinavians we are informed from many
antient Erfe poenis, which fay that the Bntifh Druids; in
the extremity of their affairs, follicited and. obtained aid
from Scandinavia .. The Gothic hell exactly refembles that
which we find. in" the religious {yftems of the Perfians, the
moft abounding in fuperftition of all the eaftern nations.
One of the circumftances is, and an oriental idea, that it is
full of fcorpions and ferpents®. The doétrines of Zeno,
who borrowed; moft of his opinions from the Perfian philo~
fophers, are not uncommen in the Eppa. Lok, the evil

of sus rinG theirdead, at different times  day ** the Branch of Spectres.”” But fve
prevailed in the north'; ‘and: bave diffin-  Idr. Percy’s ingenions note on this paffire
guifhed two erasin the old northern hiftory.  in the Eopa. MNowrmerw:dseriqui-
JThe firft'was called the: Ace or Frng, ri8s, vol. o p. rig.

the fecond the Ace of Hinns: ¢ Offian's Wurl;i. Cararin, i P
* Mytholog. Explig. ii. p. 628. 4to. 210. Mot edit. 1765, vol. i - They add,
# M. Malier. Hift. Dannem. i.' p. 56. that-among the auxiliaries came many ma-
See alio Keyfler; p. t52. gicians. i
b Eop. Isu. fab. xxviii. Compare Key- 4 8Bee Hyde, Relig. Vet, Perfi

Aer, Antiquit. Sel. Sept. p. 304. L'L'q. The 404, But compare what is

Giermans, a Teutonic tribe, -call it to this Epoa; towardsthe clofe of this Difcourle.

£
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DISSERTATION &

deity of the Goths, 1s probably the Arimanius of the Per-
fians. In fome of the moft antient Ilandic chronicles,
the Turks are mentioned as belonging to the juri{dittion of
the Scandinavians. - Mahomet, not f{o great an inventor as
is imagined, adopted into his religion many faveurite no-
tions' and " fuperftitions from the bordering nations which
were the offspring of the Scythians, and efpecially from the
Turks, Accordingly, we find the Alcoran agreeing with the
Runic theology in various inftances. I will mention only
one. It is one of the beatitudes of the Mahometan paradife,
that blooming virgins fhall adminifter the moft lufciocus
wines. Thus in Odin’s Val:hall, or the Gothic elyfium,
the departed heroes received cups of the firongeft mead and
ale from the hands of the virgin-goddefles called Valkyres °.
Alfred, in his Saxon account of the northern feas, taken
from the mouth of Ohther, a Norwegian, who had been
fent by that monarch to difcover a north-eaft paflage into
the Indies, conftantly calls thefe nations the Orrenrtars’,
And as thefe eaftern tribes brought with them into the north
a certain degree of refinement, of luxury and {plendor,
which appeared fingular and prodigious among barbarians ;
one of their'early hiftori

3 1s deferibes a perfon better drefled
than ufual, by faying, “ he was fo well cloathed, that you
¢ might have taken him for one of the Afiatics®.” Wor-
mius mentions a2 Runic incantation, in which an Afiatic
inchantrefs is invoked *.  Various other inftances might here

only, drank wine in Valhall.
1 See Keyil

o ST
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lit; 1651, The

.
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DPISBERTATION I

be added, fome of which will occalionally arife in the future
courfe of our inquiries.

It is noforious, that many traces of oriental ufages are
found amongift all the European nations during their pagan
ftate; and this phenomenon is rationally refolved, on the
fuppofition that all Europe was originally peopled from the
ealt. But as the refemblance which the pagan Scandina-
vians bore to the eaftern nations In manners, monu-
ments, opinions, and praétices, is fo very perceptible and
apparent, an inference arifes, that their migration from
the ecaft muft have happened at a period by many ages
more recent, and therefore moft probably about the fime
fpecified by their hiftorians. In the mean time we muft re-
member, that a diftinétion is to be made between this expe-
dition of Odin’s Goths, who formed a fettlement in Scandi-
navia, and thofe innumerable armies of barbarous adventu-
rers, who fome centuries afterwards, diftinguifhed by the
{ame name, at different periods overwhelmed Europe, and at
length extinguifhed the Roman empire.

When we confider the rapid conquefts of the nations
which may be comprehended under the common name of
Scythians, and not only thofe conduted by Odin, but by
Attila, Theodoric, and Genferic, we cannot aferibe fuch fuc-
cefles to brutal courage only. To fay that fome of thefe
irrefiftible conquerors made war on a luxurious, effeminate,
and enervated people, is a plaufible and eafy mode of ac-
counting for their conquefts : but this reafon will not ope-
rate with equal force in the hiftories of Genghizcan and

Odin himielf was not 0::]:\,-' a warrior, bot a oath, that he did not carry about him any
an, and his Afiatics were called [a- herb, sPELL, Or ENCHANTMENT. Dug-

ANt

FEREE 6 '."r'J.Ch:Gn.Nor.\'_:g.:tpud dal. Orig. Juridic. p. 8z. See Hickes's
Bartholin.  L.ait. €. 2. p. {:5;’. Crymog, account of the flver Dano-Saxon fhield,

Amgrim. L. 1, cap. vit. p. 511, From dug op in the ifle of Ely, having a
this fou o adept the principles Rumc mh‘rmnon,hlplm:ﬁ:d to ren-
fi r ofe who bore it in battle invulnerable.
notion of fpells d Hickef, Thefaur. Differtat. Epiftol.
1 : F
In all legal e A

.
1 attefted upon

Tamerlane,
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Tamerlane, who deftroyed mighty empires founded on arms
and military difcipline, and who baflied the efforts of the
ableft leaders. Their fcience and genius in war, fuch as it
then was, cannot therefore be doubted: that they were not
deficient in the arts of peace, 1 have already hinted, and now
proceed to produce more particular proofs. Iunumecrable
and very fundamental errors have crept into our reafonings
and fyftems about favage life, refulting mevely from thofe
ftrong and undiftinguifhing notions of barbarifm, which our
prejudices have haftily formed concerning the character of
all rude nations '

Among other arts which Odin’s Goths planted m Scandi-
navia, their fkill in poetry, to which they were addicted in
a peculiar manner, and which they cultivated with a wos-
derful enthufiafm, feems to be moft worthy our regard, and
efpecially in our prefent inquiry.

As the principal heroes of their expeditioninto the north
were honourably diftinguifhed from the Europeans, or ori-
ginal Scandinavians, under the name of Asm, or -Afiatics,
{o the verfes, or language, of this people, were denominated
Asamar, or Asiatic {peech *. Their poetry contained not
only the praifes of their heroes, but theur popular traditions
and their religious rites; and was filled with thofe fictions
which the moft exaggerated pagan fuperftition would natu-
rally implant in the wild imaginations of an Afiatic people.
And from this principle alone, I mean of their Afiatic origin,
fome critics would at once account for a certain capricious
fpirit of extravagance, and thofe bold eccentric conceptions,
which fo ftrongly diftinguifh the old northern poetry '. Nor

I See this argument purfued in- the fol-
lowing DysseRTATION,

Lo Liugu.’lln Danicam anti
“ in rythmis ofus foie, ve

!.\ ARUM
fia Odinus
» Suecizm,
pnales, mvex-

o AsaMAL, Id eft Afiaticam,
“ SprMONEM § quod eum

CX

# fecpm in D Morw
< aliafque regiones feprentri

¢ erit,” Steph. Stephan. Prefat. ad Saxon.
Grammat. Hilt.
I A molt ingenicus critic obferves, that
“ what we have been long accuftomed to
“ call the omaenTaL VEIN of poetry,
¢ becanfe fome of the EARLIEST poetical
¢ produftions have come to us from the
“ caft, is probably no more ORIENTAL
< thag
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is this fantaftic imagery, the only mark of Afiaticifm which
appears in the Runic odes, ‘They havea certain fublime and
. figurative caft of diftion, which is indeed one of their pre-
| dominant charateriftics™. 1 am very fenfible that all rude
; nations are naturally apt to cloath their fentiments in this
ftyle. A propenfity to this mode of expreffion is neceffarily
occafioned by the poverty of their language, which obliges
them ﬂ'cqucnt]}r to fubftitute fimilitudes and circumlocu-
tions : itarifes in great meafure from feelings undifguifed and
unreftrained by cuftom or art, and from thc genuine efforts
of nature working more at large in uncultivated minds. In
the infancy of fociety, the paflions and the imagination are
alike uncontrouled. But another caufe {feems to have con-
curred in producing the effect here mentioned. When ob-
. vious terms and phrafes evidently occurred, the Runic poets
; are fond of departing from the common and eftablithed dic-
! tion.. They appear to ufe circumlocution and comparifons
not as a matter of neceffity, but of choice and {kill : nor
are thefe metaphorical colourings fo much the refult of want

of words, as-of warmth of fancy .

¥ than occinEnTaln.” Blair's Crit. DAl "In a firiét geopraphical fenfe, the ori-

on Offian. vol. §i. p.317. Butallthe LA-  pinal country of thefe Afidtic-Gaths might

TER oriental wri "hrnunrh ‘ﬁla&u.s have  not be fo fituared as phy fulh to have

i sifhed forthns veiw.  prodeced thefe effefts.  Yet it is to be oh-

iltical of a country  ferved, that interconrfe anc roare in

| allow, on thiswriter’s  this cafe fometimes uuhlent to climate.

very juft and penetrating principles, thatan  The Perfian traditions and fuperflitions
early northern ode thall be as {ublime as  were corrent even in the northern parts of
an eaftern one.  Yet the fublimity of the Tartary. Georgia, however, may be fairly
r hall 1~|1c adifferent charafter ; +c ccnhdcn-d as a part of Perfia. I: is equal
ed and gigantic, in fertility o any of the eaftern Turkifh
bow s called, the bridge provinces in Afin. Tt affords the richeit
e mead of Odin, The  wines, and other luxuries of life, in the
o ages. A ﬂnp* greateft abendance. The moft beantiful
ce, the waff brid) virgins for the feraglio arc fetched from

of the earibh. A Bar rh:s P"m]n{e In lhq, mean time, thus much
\ the bail L of Odi, r-'.'ﬂj--n« at'lealt may be faid of a warm climate,
\T{:u gue, the favord of averd:. :.xu.]uf'\col' its {

..r-m,_:_ immediate phyfi-
cal influence on tnL human mind and tem-
perament. It e i

of nature in 'hur higheit perfedtion and
it beauty

wril of cares. R"‘LJ—n, &
Arrows, rhe barlfones o
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Their warmth of fancy, however, fuppofed to
proceeded from the p11nm;:Ig5 above {u ed, in_a few
nerations after this migration into Scandinayia, muft ha
loft much, of its tnluml heat and genuine force. Yet ideas
and fentiments, {f‘pcm.. ly of this fort, once imbibed, are
lu:'.e: remembered and retained, in favage life. Their reli-
gion, among other caufes, might have contributed to keep
T.]‘)_a fpirit alive; and to 11,d|.!.'vu their original ftock of
images, and native maode of expreflion, unchanged and una-
bated by climate or country. In the mean time we may
fuppofe, that *ha: Hc\'.-' rrl"lti{‘tl of thefe people in Scan-
dinavia, migl

rker fhade and a more {avage
complexion to 1:;10.11' former ("tmns and fuperftitions ; and
that the formidable objects of nature to which they became
familiarifed in thofe northern folitudes, the piny .precipices,
the frozen mountains, and the gloomy forefts, acted on their
mmgmqtmns and gave a tincture of horror to their i imagery.

A fkill in poetry feems 1in {ome meafure to. have been a
national {cience among the Scandinavians, and to have been
familiar to almoft every order and degree. Their kings and
warriors partook of this epidemic enthufiafm, and on fre-
quent occafions are IE[llc‘iLI]tLd as breaking e {pon-
taneous fongs and verfes 5, But the exercife of the poetical

» while the exceflive heat of the fun,
the fewer inciter s to labour and n-
duitry, difpofe the inhabitants to indolence,
and to [w.ﬂnr much abroad in fcenes of na-
sare.  Thefe L.rcnmﬂ.mcc are favourahle

Hnulu li i
xompoﬂu fixteen
iato  Africa. rlrb-m'n 1’rh1:1
champion, defcribed his paft life in nine  of commonly
"i:mf:-"'l{"«., while '||'1= encmy Bruce, a giant, . after
1. Feld smy o= his expe g Tt i & Cl 5 ilr‘J

will

Ik epicediom

nutl memor:
metre.  Hal

aamy fidé  ing 1
Vi J 4 t Wwas ﬂ:;u:ght::r to
far otherwife, we Jate b bowe'din  abouat
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talent was properly confined to a ftated profeflion : and with
their poetry the Goths imported into Europe a fpecies of
poets or fingers, whom they called Scacps or Porisuers of
LAncuAge. This order of men, as we fhall fee more
diftinétly below, was held in the higheft honour and vene-
ration: they received the moft liberal rewards for their
verfes, attended the feftivals of heroic chiefs, accompanied
them in battle, and celebrated their vi€tories 2.

Thefe Scandinavian bards appear to have been efteemed
and entertained in other countries befides their own, and
by that means to have probably communicated their fictions
to various parts of Europe. I will give my reafons for this
fuppofition. '

In the early ages of Europe, before many regular govern-
ments took place, revolutions, emigrations, and invafions,
were frequent and almoft univerfal. Nations were alter-

A
=
-0
&

viftories, and to engrave it on tablets of
wood. Bartholin. ibid. p. 162, Saxo
Grammaticus pives us a regular ode, ut-
tered by the fon of a king of Norway,
who by miftake had been buried alive, and
was difeovered and awakened by a party
of foldiers digging for treafure. Sax.
Grammat. L. 5. p. §0. There are in-
ftances recarded of their {peaking in metre
on the moft common occurrences.

P The Sogdians were a people who lived
eaftward of the Cafpian fea, not far from
the country of Odin's Goths. Quintus
Curtius  relates, ‘that when fome of that
people were condemned to death by Alex-
ander on account'of arevolt, they rejoiced
greatly, and teftified their joy by siwo-
iNG vERsEs and dancing. When the
king enquired the reafon of their joy, they
anfwered, ** that being foon to be, rE-
Y §TORED TO THEIR ANCESTORs by fo
‘% great a conqueror, they could not help
‘ celebrating fo honourable a death,
“ which was the wasu of all brave men,
¢ in their own ACCUSTOMED soNGs."”
Lib. vii. ¢. 8. [ am obliged to doftor
Percy for pointing out this paffage. From
the correlpondence of manners and princi-

ples it holds forth: between the Scandina-
vians and the Sogdians, it-contains a firik-
ing proof of Odin’s migration from the
c:l%: to the north : firft, in the fpontanecus
exercife of the poetical talent; and fe-
condly, in the UPin;nn, that a g!uriuu,s ar
warlike death, which admitted them to the
company of their friends and parents in
another world, was to be embraced with
the moft cn%c.r alacrity, and the higheit
fenfations of pleafore. This is the doc-
trine of the Bdda. In the fame {pirit,
Riprns somiar isthe triumphant clofe
of Regner Lodbrog’s dying ode. [See
Keyfler, ubiinfr. p.127.] lcannot help add-
ing here another ftroke from this ode, which
{eems alfo to be founded on ealtern myan-
ners. He {peaks with great raptore of
drinking, “ ex concavis crateribus cranio-
“ yum.” The inhabitants of the ifland
of Ceylon to this day caroufe at their
feafls, from caps or bowls made of the
fculls of theit deceafed anceflors. Ives's
Vovace 7o Inpia, ch. 5. p. 62. Lond.
1773- 4to. This praétice thefe iflanders
undoubtedly received from the neighbour-
ing continent. Compare Keyfler, Ant-
quitat, Scl. Septentrional. p. 362, feq.

nately



DISSERTATION I.

nately deftroyed or formed ; and the want of political fecurity
expoled the inhabitants of every country to a ftate of eternal
fluctuation. That Britain was originally peopled from Gaul,
a nation of the Celts, is allowed: but that many colonies
from .the northern parts of Europe were afterwards fuc-
ceflively planted in Britain and the neighbouring iflands, is
an hypothefis equally rational, and not altogether deftitute
of hiftorical evidence. Nor was any nation more likely than
the Scandinavian Goths, I mean in their early perieds, to
make defcents on Britain. They poflefled the fpirit of
adventure in an eminent degree. They were habituated to
dangerous enterprifes. They were acquainted with diftant
coafts, exercifed in navigation, and fond of making expe-
ditions, in hopes of conqueft, and in fearch of new acqui-
fitions. As to Scotland and Ireland, there is the higheft
probability, that the Scutes, who conquered both thofe coun-
tries, and poffefled them under the names of Albin Scutes
and Irin Scutes, were a people of Norway. The Caledo-
nians. are .exprefsly called by many judicious antiquaries .a
dcandinavian colony. The names ef places and perfons,
ever all that part of Scotland which the Pifts inhabited,
are of Scandinavian extraétion. A fimple catalogue of them
enly, would immediately convince us, that they are not
of Celtic, or Britifh, origin. Flaherty reports it as a. re-
ceived opinion, and a general doérine, that the Picts mi-
grated mto Britain and Ireland from Scandinavia®. I for-
bear to accumulate a pedantic parade of authorities on this
occafion : nor can it be expeéted that I fhould enter into a
formal and exat examination of this obfeure and compli-

t 18 conjedtured by Wornfius

i.p° 188:
zfleet’s Orig. Brit. Pref.

Flahe
edit. 1f
PeRxviiL
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bis&ERTATION L

cated fubjeft in its full extent, which is here only intre-
duced incidentally. I will only add, that Scotland and Ire-
land, as being fituated more to the north, and probably lefs
difficult of accefs than Britain, might have been objelts on
which our northern adventarers were invited to try fome
of their earlicft excurfions: and that the Orkney-iflands
remained long under the jurifdiftion of the Norwegian
potentates.

In thefe expeditions, the northern emigrants, as we (hall
prove more particularly below, were undoubtedly attended
by their fcalds or poets. Yet even in times of peace, and
without the fuppofition of conqueft or invafion, the Scan-
dinavian fealds might have been well known in the Britifh
iflands. Poflefled of a fpecious and pleafing talent, they fre-
quented the courts of the Britith, Scottifh, and Irifh chief-
tains. They were itinerants by their inftitution, and made
voyages, out of curiofity, er in queft of rewards, to thofe
iflands or coafts which lay within the circle of their mari-
time knowledge. By thefe means, they eftablithed an in-
tereft, rendered their profeffion popular, propagated their
art, and circulated their fictions, in other countries, and at
a diftance from home. Torfaeus afferts pofitively, that
various Iflandic odes now remain, which were fung by the
Seandinavian bards before the kings of England and Ireland,
and for which they received liberal gratuities®. They were
more efpecially careffed and rewarded at the courts of thofe
princes, who were diftinguifhed for their warlike character,
and their paffion for military glery.

Olaus Wormius informs us, that great numbers of the
northern fcalds conftantly refided in the courts of the kings
of Sweden, Denmark, and England*. Hence the tradition
in an antient Iflandic Saga, or poetical hiftory, may be ex-
plained ; which fays, that Odin’s language was originally

* Torf. Hilt. Orcad. in Prafat, * Lit. Dan. p. 195. ed. 410
ufed,

7
i
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DISSERTATION I

ufed; not only in Denmark, Sweden and Norway, but even
in England *. Indeed it may be naturally concluded from
thefe fuggeftions, that the Scandinavian tongue became fami-
liar in the Britith iflands by the fongs of the fealds: unlefs
it be rather prefymed, that a previous knowledge of that
tongue in Britain was the means of facilitating the admiffion
of thofe poets, and preparing the way for their reception.

And here it will be much to our prefent argument to
obferve, that fome of the old Gothic and Scandinavian fu-
perftitions are to this day retained in the Englifh langunage,
Mara, from whence our Night-mare is derived, was in the
Runic theology a fpirit or fpeéire of the night, which feized
men in their fleep, and fuddenly deprived them of fpeech
and motion*. Nicka was the Gothic demon who inha-
bited the element of water, and who firangled perfons that
were drowning *. Bom was one of the moft fierce and
formidable of the Gothic generals *, and the fon of Odin:
the mention of whofe name only was fufficient to {pread an
immediate panic among his enemies "

of the Danith hiftorians, that the Danes

¢ Bartholin, iil. 2. p. 631. It was a
conftant old Britth tradition, that king
Arthur conquered Ireland, Gothland, Den-
mark, and Norway. See Galfrid. Monum.
1x. 1 1. Rob. of Glooc. ed. Hearne, p. 180.
tBz. What is faid in the text malt have
greatly facilitated the Saxon and Danith
conquells in England. The works of the
genuine Caedmon are weitten in the lan-
guage of the antient Angles, who were
nearly connefted with the Jutes. Hence
that language refembled the antient Danidh,
as appears from paffages of Caedmon cited
by Wanley. Hence alfo it happened, that
the later Dano-Saxonic dialett, in which
Junis’s Poerican Pararnrasz or
Gz esis was written, is likewile fo very
fimilar to the language of the antjent
Angles, who fertled in the more northern
parts of England. And in this dialef,
which indeed prl:v:;i.]uri i  fome Lj;:grn;u:
almoit over all England, many other poems
are compoefed, mentioned likewife in Wan-
ley’s Catalogue. It is the conftant doftrine

and Angles, whofe fucceflors gave the name
h 1 : fame ¢ n

. S'.‘[.llerl—

P 497 &
* See Keyiler, ut i
in Appenp. ibid. p. £88.
x S Kl::,'ﬂur__ 'LhiL'L.-p 105, p- 130-
¥ See 'l‘l_'mple_"s ]:'.11'_1:. part 4. pag. 345,
See alfo inftances of conformity between
Englith and Gothic (uperftitions in Bar-
tholinas, L. ii. cap. 2. p- afiz. 266, It
may be urged, tEF.L thele fuperftitions
might be introduced by the Dapes; of
whom I thall fpeak below. Bur this brings
05 to _".ult the fame po'ml:. The learned
Hickes was of cp'm'[un, from 2 multitude
of inltances, that our trials by a_jury of
Twelve, was an early Scandinavian in-
fitution, and that it was i.mf!ught from
thenece nto l".11g|:1n|f|. Yet he fuppnﬁ-s. ar
a period later than is neceflary, the Nor-
man invafion. See Wootton's Confpefios
of Hickes's Thefaur, pag. 46. Lond. 1708.
e 32 And

p- 261, And




DISSERTATION L.

The fittions of Odin and of his Scandinavians, muft
have taken ftill deeper root in the Britifh iflands, at leaft in
England, from the Saxon and Danifh invafions.

That the tales of the Scandinavian fcalds flourifhed among
the Saxons, who fucceeded to the Britons, and became pof-
feflors of England in the fixth century, may be juftly pre-
fumed *. The Saxons were originally feated in the Cimbric
Cherfonefe, or thofe territories which have been fince called
Jutland, Angelen, and Holftein ; and were fond of tracing
the defeent of their princes from Odin *. They were there-
fore a partof the Scandinavian tribes. They imported with
them into England the old Runic language and letters. This
appears from infcriptions on coins®, ftones ¢, and other mo-

~

4360 ')

And Hickef. Thefaur. Differtat. Epiftol.
wol..i. p. 38.fequ The numb
was facred among stentrional tribes.
Odin’s Judges are Tweive, and have
TweLvE feats in Gladheim. Enpp. Isn.
fab, vii. The God of the Edda has

b. i. i

Monmouth affords inftances in his Brinfi

i The i-{|‘,}l\,h'.‘- ent into Wales b_'..'
mon, in 10g1, Wwere 1
¢ 124. fobanno.  See
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Verel. cap. wii. p. gr. ‘The Druidical < dere, fumplere.” Hickef. Thefuor. 1.
circular monuments of |'|:;r|:1r'.1l'.c ftones erect, p- 101, Se& p. 117,

are more frequentlyof the number TwELVE, * See Gibfon's Chron. Saxon. p. 12.
than of : other number. See Bor

4 {eq. Hiltorians mentionWa
-:l ‘\u

¥'sBeorTH,

Awxtiqurr, Cornw, B. hi- ch, vii. y i. &. Woden's hill, re. See Milc
1764, tol.  And Teland, Hif, Proid. ton, Hift. Engl. An
p- 8. 158, 160. Se alfo Martin’s Hebrid. b See Sir A. Fo
p- 0. In Zea and Sweden, r.mni':[ Money. O
antient circular monuments; confift NETARIUS, &c. y Serenii Difkion.
of twelve rode Rones, fhll re Ang:u-f}auri:'n-[.AtEn. Praf, Pag. 21,
were' the places of judicatare. My late ¢ See Hickes'
very learned, ingenious, and refpefted
friend, doftor Borlafe, pointed out to me
monuments of the fame fort in Cornwall.
pare. Keyfler, p. 93. And it will :
rate remarks alrendy made, and the 3 . pag. 2 », Hickef,

les infinuvated in this Differtation, Thefaur. Arwvivs avreus. Drake's

fe thefe monuments are York, Append. p. 102, Tab. N. 26, And
d in Ferfia near Tauris.. Geoffrey of  Gordon’s ltin. Septentr. p. 168.

numents ;

ine's Pref. Saxon
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DISEERTATEON L

guments; and from fome of their manufcripts It is well
known that Runic inferiptions have been difcovered in Cum-
berland and Scotland : and that there is even extant a coin
of king Offa, with a Runic legend °.  But the converfion
of the Saxons to chriftianity, which happened before the
feventh century, entirely banifhed the conimon ufe of thofe cha-
racters, which were efteemed unhallowed and necromantic;
and with their antient fuperftitions, which yet prevailed for
fome time in the popular belief, abolithed in: fome meafure
their native and original vein of poetic fabling ®. = They fud-
denly became a mild and polithed people, addicted to the arts
of peace, and the exercife of devotion ; and the poems they
have left us are chiefly moral rhapfodies, feriptural hiftories,
or religious invocations ®  Yet even in thele: pieces they
have frequent allufions:to the old fealdic” fables and heroes.
Thus, in an Anglo-Saxon poem on Judith, Holofernes s

's Thefaor, Par. 1. pag.
il Fab. 15 20 154-
ured, that thefe cha
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DISSERTATION 3

called BALDER, or leader and prince of warriors,  And in a
poetical p1r317i1r11c on Genefis, Abimelech has the {‘am-c ap-
pellation '. This Balder was a famous chieftain of the
Afiatic Goths, the fon of Qdin, and fuppofed to inhabit a
magnificent hall in the future place of rewards, The fame
Anglo-Saxon paraphraft, in his profopopea of Satan ad-
dreffing his companions plunged in the infernal abyfs, adopts
many images and expreflions ufed in the very fublime def-
cription of the Eddic hell 2 'Henry of Huntingdon com-
plains of certain extrancous words and wuncommon figures of
fpeech, in a Saxon ode on a victory of king Athelftan .
Thefe were all fcaldic expreffions or allufions. But I will
give a literal Englifh tranflation of this poem, which can-
not be well underftood without premifing its occafion. In the
year 938, Anlaff, a pagan king of the Hybernians and the
adjacent ifles, invited by Conftantine king of the Scots, en-
tered the river Abi or Humber with a firong fleet. Our
Saxon king Athelftan, and his brother Eadmund Clito, met
them with a numerous army, near a place called Brunen-
burgh; and after a moft obftinate and bloody refiftance,
drove them back to their fhips. The battle lafted from day-
break till the evening. . On the fide of Anlaff were flain fix
pctt}r kings, and feven chiefs or generals. « King Adelftan,
¢ the glory of leaders, the giver of gold chains to his nobles,
“ and his brother E admund, both fhining with the bright-
“ nefs of a long train of anceftors, firuck [the adverfary]
“in war; at Brunemburgh, with the edge of the fword,
« they clove the wall of fhields. The high banners fell.
“ The earls of the departed Edward fell ; for it was born
within them, even from the loins of their kindred, to
““ defend the treafures and the houfes of their country, and

1 See Hickef. Thefaur, i. p. 10: Who ! Who has: greatly mifreprefented the
adds many more inftances. fenfe h\- a bad Latin tranflation. Hift. Lib.
% Fab. xlix, Sece Hickes, ubi fupr:  v. p. 203,
P rib.

« their
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their gifts, againft the hatred of ftrangers. The nation
of the Scots, and the fatal inhabitants of fhips, fell. The
hills refounded, and the atmed men were covered with
fweat,: From the time the fun, the king of ftars, the
torch of the cternal one, rofe chearful above the hills, till
hé returned to his habitation. - Thete lay many of the
northern men, pierced with lances ; they lay wounded,
with their fhields pierced through: and alfo the Scots,
the hateful harveft of battle. The chofen bands of the
Wefk-Saxons, going out to battle, prefied on the fteps of
the detefted nations, and flew their flying rear with fharp
and bloody fwords. The foft effeminate mén yiclded up
their fpears. The Mercians did not fear or fly the rough
game of the hand. There was no fafety to them, who
{fought the land with Anlaff in the bofom of the fhip, to
die in fight. Five youthful kings' fell in the place of
fight, flain with fwords; and feven captains of Anlaff,
with the innumerable army of Scottifh marmers : there
the lord of the: Normans [Northern-men] was chafed;
and their army, now made {fmall, was driven to the prow
of the thip: ‘The fhip founded with the waves; and the
king, marching into the yellow fea, efeaped alive. And
fo it was, the wife northern king Conftantine, a veteran
chief, returning by flight to his own army, bowed down
in the camp, left his own fon worn out with wounds in
the place of flaughter ; in vain did he lament his earls, in
vain his lofk friends: © Nor lefs: did Anlaff,  the yellow-
haired leader, the battle-ax of flaughter, a youth in war,
but an old man in underftanding, boaft himfelf a con-
queror in fight, when the darts flew againft Edward’s
earls; and their banners met.' ‘Theén thofe northern fol-
diers, covered with {hame, the fad refule of darts in
the refounding whirlpool of Humber, departed in their
fhips with rudders, to feck through the deep the Infh
city and their own land. While both the brothers, the

s ki;‘.g
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<« king and Clito, lamenting even 'their own. vitory, toge-
« ther returned home; leaving behind them the flefh-de-
« youring raven, the dark-blue toad greedy of {flaughter,
¢ the black crow with horny bill, and the hoarfe toad, the
“ eagle a companion of battles with the devouring- kite,
< and that brindled favage beaft the wolf of the wood, te
be glutted with 'the white food of the flain. Never was
{o great a flaughter in this ifland, fince the Angles and
Saxons, the fierce beginners of war, coming hither from
the eaft, and feeking Britain through the wide fea, over-
came the Britons excelling in® henour, and ganed. pof-
fellion of their: land ®.”

This: piece, 'and many other Saxon odes and fongs now
remaining, are writtenin a metre much refembling that of
the fcaldic dialogue at the tomb: of Angantyr, which has
been beautifully tranflated into Englith, in the true fpirit of
the original, and in a genuwme. ftrain: of poetry, by Gray.
The extemporaneous effufions of the glowing bard feem na-
turally to have fallen into this meafure,” and it was probably
more eafily fuited ‘to the veice or harp. Their verfification
for the moft part feems to have been that of the Runmic
poetry.

As literature, the certain atténdant, as it is the parent,
of true religion and civility, gained ground among the
Saxons, poetry no longer remained a feparate {cience, and
the profeflion of bard feems gradually to have declined
among them: I mean the bard under thofe appropriated
charaéteriftics, -and  that” peculiar appointment, which he
fuftained among the Scandinavian pagans. Yet their na-
tional love of verfe and mufic ftill fo ftrongly predominated,
that in the place of their old fealders a new rank of poets
arofe, called GreemeN or Harpers *.  Thefe probably gave
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fife to the order of Englifh Minftrels, who flourifhed till
the {ixteenth century.

And here I ftop to point out one of the principal reafons,
why the Scandinavian-bards have tranfmitted to modern times
{o much more of their native poetry, than the reit of
their fouthern neighbours. It is ‘tiue, that the inhabitants
of Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, whether or no from
their Afiatic origin, from their poverty which compelled
them to {eek their fortunes at foreign courts by the exercife
of a popular art, from the fuccels of their bards, the
nature of their republican government, or theis habits of
unfettled life, were more g‘u-‘cn to verfe than any other
Gothic, or even Celtic, tribe. But this is not all: they re-
mained pagans, and retained their original manners, much
longer than any of their Gothic kindred. ‘They were not
completely converted to chriftianity till the tenth century °.
Hence, under the concurrence however of fome of the caufes
juft mentioned, their fcaldic profeflion acquired greater degrees
of ftrengthand of maturity : and from an uninterrupted poi-
feflion through many ages of the moft romantic religious
fuperftitions, and the prefervation of thofe rough manners
which are fo favourable to the poetical fpirt, was enabled to
produce, not only more genuine, but more numerous, compo-
fitions. . True religion would have checked the impetuofity
of their paflions, fupprefied their wild exertions of fancy,
and banifhed that ftriking train of imagery, which their

=T i
< conynge muficyan, called of the Bri- SymprHoNIaCA;norpermi [ports,
‘i tong gn-j Cuaron. 5 jocos, un mimi-
f xxxi ed. fabyan tran-  cdl and gefticolatory entert: to be
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count of the fame B
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exhibited in his prefence. Malmefb. Gelt.

Pontif lib. iii. p. =263. edit. vet. And
id Concil, Spelman. tom. i p. 159. edit.

lib.i.cap. 22. ltappears from theinjunétions 1639 fol.

given to the Britil hin th 680, ©"See bithop Lloyd's Hift. Account of
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that female harpers were not then uncom-  Church Government in Great Britain, &c.
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poetry derived from a barbarous theology. This circum-
ftance alfo fuggefts to our confideration, thofe fuperior
advantages and opportunities arifing from leifure and length
of time, which they lenjoyed abowe others, of circulating
their poetry far and wide, of giving a general currency to
their mode of fabling, of rendering their {kill in wverfifica-
tion more univerfally and famiharly known, and a more
confpicuous and popular objeft of admiration or imitation
to the neighbouring countries. Hence too it has happened,
that modern times have mot only attained much fuller
information concerning their hiftorical tranfaétions, but are
fo intimately acquainted with the peculiaritics of thewr
charatter.

It is probable, that the Danifh invafions produced a con-
fiderable alteration in the manners of our Anglo-Saxon an-
ceftors, Although their conneftions with England were
tranfient and interrupted, and on the whole fearcely lafted
two hundred years, yet many of the Danifth cuftoms began
to prevail among the inhabitants, which feem to have given
a new turn to their temper and genius. The Danith fafhion
of exceflive drinking, for mftance, a vice almoft matural to
the nerthern nations, became fo general among the Anglo-
Saxons, that it was found neceffary to reftrain fo pernicious
and ‘contagious a praftice by a particular ftatute ¥, Hence
it {feems likely, that fo popular an entertainment as their
poetry gained ground ; efpecially if we confider, that in their
expeditions againft England they were of courfe attended
by many northern fealds, who conftantly made a part of
their military retinue, and whofe language was underftood
by ‘the Saxons. Rogwald, lord ‘of the Orcades, who was
alfo ‘himfelf a poet, going on an expedition into Paleftine,
carried with him two Iflandic bards%. "The noble ode, called

P See Lambarde’s Archaionom. -And £ 0l Worm. Lit. Run. p. agy. edic,
Bartholin, u. c. xil, p. §42. 1630,
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‘in the northern chronicles the Evocium oF Hacon ') king

of Norway, was compofed on a battle in which that prince,
with eight of his brothers fell, by the fcald Eyvynd ; who for
his fuperior fkill in poetry was called the Cross of Porrs,
and fought in the battle which he celebrated. Hacon earl
of Norway was accompanied by five celebrated bards in
the battle of Jomfburgh : and we are told, that each of
them fung an ode to amimate the foldiers before the en-
gagement began '. ‘They appear to have been regularly
brought’into aftion. Olave, a king of Norway, when his
army was prepared for the onfet, placed three fcalds about

* In this ode are thefe very fublime ima-

ries and profopopeas.

S The gidflct!&sp\_vho prefide over battles
¢ come, fent forth by QOdin. They go o
% chufe among the princes of the illuftrious
# raceof ¥ogvon a man who is to perilh,
# and to go to dwell in the palace of the
ke pods.™

¢ Gondula leaned on the end of her
“ lance, and thus befpoke her companions.
* Theaffembly of the gods is going to be
“ increafed : the gods invite Hacon, with
¢ his numerous hoft, to enter the palace of
* Odin.”

¢ Thus fpake thefe glorious nymphs of
“ war : who were feated on their horfes,
£ whio wers covered with their fhields and
“ helmets, and appeared full of fome great
* thought.”

“ Heacon heard their difcourlfe. Why,
*f faid he, why haft thou thus difpofed of
# the battle 7 Were we not wur‘.h}' to have
obtained of the gods a more perfelt vic-
‘tory ? It is we, fhe replied, who have
“ given it thee. It is we who have put
# thine enemies to flight.’

“ Now, added fhe, let us puth forward
*our fteeds acrofs thofe green worlds,
¢ which are the refidence of the gods.
“¢ Letus go tell Odin that the king is com-
ing to vifit him in his palace."

“ When Odin heard this news, he faid,
“ Hermode and Brago, my fons, go to
“ meet the king: a king, admired by

* all men for his valour, approaches to our
¢ hall.”

“ At length king Hacon approaches; and
¢ arriving from the bactle is (il all be-
¢ {prinkled and running down with blood.
# Ar the fight of Odin he cries out; Ahl
 how fevere and terrible does chis god
u appear to me -
The hero Brago replies, Come, thow
¢ that walt the terror of the braveft war-
“  riors : Come hither, and rejoin thine
“¢ gight brothers: the heroes who refide
** here fhall live with thee in peace : Go,
* drink Ale in the crcle of heroes."
¢ But this valiant king exclaims, I will
fill keep my arms: a warrior ought
= tn.l\c-thl])- [} prrﬂ:r\'c his mail and helmet:
“¢ it is dangerous tor be & moment without
“ the {pear in one’s hand."—

“ The wolf Fenris fhall burft his chains
¢ and dart with rage upon his enemies,
* before fo brave a king fhall again appear
** gpon earth, &

Snorron. Hift, Reg. Sept. i, p. 163. This
ode was written fo early as the year g6o.
There is a great variety and boldnefs in the
tranfitions. An aftion is carried on by a fet
of the moft aweful ideal perfonages, finely
imagined. ‘The goddeifes of battle, Odin,
his fons Hermode and Brago, and the
{pettre of the deceafed king, are all in-
troduced, fpeaking and afting asin a drama.
The panegyric is nobly conduéted, and
arifes out of the fublimity of the fiftion.

* Bartholin. P12
f2 him,
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him, and exclaimed aloud, ¢ You fhall not only record in
« your verfes what you have mearp, but what you have
« sgeN.” They each delivered an ode on the fpot *. Thefe
northern chiefs appear to have fo frequently hazarded their
lives with fuch amazing intrepidity, merely in expecta-
tion of meriting a panegyric from their poets, the judges,
and the fpectators of their gallant behaviour, That fcalds
were common in the Danifh armies when they invaded
England, appears from a ftratagem of Alfred ; who, availing
himfelf of his fkill in  oral poetry and playing®on  the
harp, entered the Daniflk camp habited in that: charafter;
and procured a hofpitable reception, This was in the year
878 °. Anlaff, a Danifh king, ufed the fame difguife for re-
connoitring the camp of our Saxon monarch Athelftan: tak-
ing his ftation near Athelftan’s pavilion, he entertained the
king and his chiefs with his verfes and mufic, and was dif-
miffed with an honourable reward*. As Anlaff’s dialeét
muft have difcovered him to have been a Dane; here is a
proof, of what I thall bring more, that the Saxons, even in
the midft of mutual hoftilities, treated the Danifh {calds
with favour and refpect. That the Iflandic bards were com-
mon in England during the Danifh invafions, there are
numerous proofs. Egill, a celebrated Iflandic poet, having
murthered the fon and many of the friends of Eric Blodoxe, '
: king of Denmark or Norway, then refiding in Northum-
berland, and which he had juft conquered, procured-a pardon
by finging before the king, at the command of his queen
Gunhilde, an extemporaneous ode *. Egill compliments the
king, who probably was-his patron, with the appellation: of the

v Otafl Sag. apud Verel. ad Hzrv. But no fufficient argament has yet been of-
SAG, P Bartholin. p. 172- fered for. pronouncing them fpurious, or
. Hifl. p. 86g. Malnefb, ii. even (ufpicions. See an in tous Differta-

o

. y tion in the Ar'cs ®oLocia, vol, ii. p. 100.
: 6 I am aware, feq A. D. 1773 4to.

path ol [ anecdotes * §ee Crymogr. Angrim, Jon, Lib. if

Alfred and i Z ;

pag. 125, edit. 16og,

Engliflx
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Englifh chief. ¢ I offer my freight to the king. Iowea
« poem for my ranfom. I prefent to the ENGLISH CHIEF
« the mead of Odin’.” Afterwards he calls this Danifh
conqueror the commander of the Scottifh fleet. * The com-
« mander of the Scottifh fleet fattened the ravenous birds.
« The fifter of Nera [Death] trampled on the foe: fhe
« trampled on the evening food of the eagle.” The Scots
ufually joined the Danifh or Norwegian invaders in their
attempts on the northern parts of Britain*: and from this
circumftance a new argument arifes, to fhew the clofe com-
munication and alliance which muft have fubfifted between
Scotland and Scandinay Egill, although of the enemy's
party, was a fingular favourite of king Athelftan. Athelftan
once afked Egill how he efcaped due punifhment from Eric
Blodoxe, the king of Northumberland, for the very capital
and enormous crime which I have juft mentioned. On which
Sgill immediately telated the whole of that tranfaction to
the Saxon king, in a fublime ode fill extant®. On another
occafion Athelftan prefented Egill with two rings, and two
large cabinets. filled with filver ; promifing at the fame time,
to grant him any gift or favour which he fhould chufeto
requeft. Egill, firuck with gratitude, immediately compofed

il poem in the Norwegian language, then com-

-

a paneg) g

mon to both nations, on the virtues of Athelftan, which
the latter as generoully requited with two marcs of pure
gold . Here is likewile another argument that the Saxons
had no fmall efteem for the {caldic poetry. It is highly rea-
fonable to conjefture, that our Danifh king Canute, a po-
tentate of moft extenfive jurifdiction, and not only king of

¥ See Ol Worm. Lit. Run.p.
All the chiefs of Eric were alfo'pr

feis Hift. Oread, Prafat.. ¢ Réi
rdirem metra nune {atis oblcaro
vofui Torfeus adds, which s
to our_purpole, *¢ nequaquam ita
ro¥ INTELLIGENTIL
>rymog. Am. Jan:p. 129t fupre

the recital of this ode, which is in @ noble
ftramn.

pra_::!'c: of
. Hunting.

England,
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England, but of Derntark, Sweden, and Norway, was not
without the cuftomary retinue of the northern courts, in
which the fcalds held fo diftinguithed and important a- fta-
tion. Human nature, in a favage ftate, afpires to fome
fpecies of merit; and in every ftage of fociety is alike fufcep-
tible of flattery, when addrefled to the reigning paffion. The
fole objeét of thefe northern princes was military glory. It
is certain that Cantite delighted in this miode of entertain-
ment, which he patronifed and liberally rewarded. It is
related in KnyTrINGA-SAGA, or Camite’s Hiftory, that he
commanded the {cald Loftunga to be put to death, for
daring to comprehend his atchievements in too concife a
poem. ¢ Nemo, faid he, ante te, aufus eft de me BrEvEs
“ CANTILENAS comiponere.” A curious picture of the tyrant,
the patron, and the barbarian, uniteéd | But the bard eéxtorted
a {peedy pardon, and with much addrefs, by producing the
next day before the king at dinnér an ode of more than
thirty ftrophes, for which Canute gave him fifty marcs of
purified filver <. In the mean time, the Danifh language
began to grow perfectly familiar in England. It was eagerly
learned by the Saxon clergy and nobility, from a principle
of ingratiating themfelves with Canute: and there are
many manufcripts now remaining, by which it will appear,
that the Danifh runes were much i'tudu,d among our Saxon
anceftors, under the reign of that monarch *.

The fongs of the Irith bards are by fome conceived t6 be
ftrongly marked with the traces of fcaldic imagination ; and
théfe traces, which will be reconfidered, are believed fHll to
furvive among a fpecies of poetical hiftorians, whom they
call TarLe-TrLrERs, fuppofed to be the defcendants of the
original Irifh bards . A writer of equal elegance and vera-

Wl 6 Fm e, v

-
-«
+

€ BLr:inc'Iin Am.iqur Danic. Lib. 1. ° 4 Hickes, ubi Rupr. 1. 134¢136.
cap. 10. p. 109, 170: See KuyTLinGa ® We are informed by the Irifh hiftos
Saca, E.ntn.] Codd, MS55.Bibl, Holm, tians, that faint Patrick, when he convertsd
Huckc! Thefaur. ii. 312, Ircland to the Chriftian faith, deflroyed

three
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eity relates, * that a gentleman of the north of Ireland has
% often told me of his own experience, that in his wolf.

and a pamssL ",

huntings there, when he ufed to be abroad in the mouna
tains three or four days together, and laid very ill in the
night, fo as he could not well fleep, they would bring
him one of thefe Tare~rrLLERS, that when he Jay down
would begin a ftory of 2 XING, @r a GIANT, a DWARF,
Thefe are topies in which the Runic

poetry is {aid to have been greatly converfant.
Nor s it improbable that the Welih bards * might have

been acquainted with the Scandinayian fcalds.

three hundred valiwmes of the fopgs of the
Irith bards.  Such was their digmity in this
eountry, that they were pesmitted 0 wear
ambe of the fame colour with. that of the
royal family. “They were conftantly fam-
moned-to atrienmial fefival: and the moft
approved fongs delivered at this affembly
were ordered to be preferved in the cultody
of the king’s hiftorian or antiquary. Many
of ghefe compoafitions are referred to by
Keating, as the foundation of his hiftory
of Ireland.  Ample cltates were appro-
priaged to them, that:they might livein a
condition of indcp:ruie_ncu and eafe, The
profefion was hereditary : ‘but when a bard
died, his efute devolved not to his eldsht
{on, butto fuch of his 1y as difcovered
the -moit di&inguiih:d talents for poetry
and mufic.  Exery pringipal bard retained
thirty of inferior mote, as his attendants ;
and-a bard of the fecondany clals was fol-
fowed by a retinue of fifteen.  They feem
tobave beén actheir height in the year 558,
See Keating's Hiftory of Ireland, p. 127.
132. 370.:380. Aud Prefi p. 23. None
of their poems have been tranflated.
There is am article in the Laws of Ke-
meth king of Scotland, promulged in the
year B0, which places the !1ur£ of Scot-
land, swho certainly were held in egual
efteem with thole of the m.'igh];i}:ta‘jng
countgies, in the loweit ftation. Fugf—
" Hvos, BarDos, otioaddiftos, foarras et
“ hujofmadi hominum  genus, loris et fla-
" cedunto.”  Apud Heftor. Boetl
& p-zot. edit. 1574, Bat Sal

I mean be-

fius very joltly obferves, that for Barpaos
we fhoold read ¥Varncos,or Vercog, 1. 6.
"r'n‘gabtmds.‘
Sir 'W. Temple’s Effays, partiv. p.
¢ The bards of Britain were originally
a conflitutional appendage of the druidieal
hierarchy. In the partth of Llanidan in
the ifle of Anglefey, there are fiill to be
feen the ruins of an arch-druid’s mandion,
which they call Trern Drew, that isthe
Drurp’s wawsion. Mear it are marks
of the habitations of the feparate conven-
tual focieties, which were' uttderhis.-imme-
diate orders and mfpedtion. - Ameng thele

5 , or, as they call it to-this
the HauMLET OF THE BARDS. Tow.
s Mona, p. 89. 88, But o lircmg

yment of the Celtic nations,
among which we reckon Britain, to poetry,
that, amidit all the changesof governmeént
and manners, even: long after the orderof
Druids was exting, and the national -reli-
gion. alvered, the “bards, acquoiring 2 fort
of civil capacity, and a new -elfiablith-
ment, flill continued to Aowrith. Andwith
1'L'g.1[d to Britain, the bards Rovrithed molt
in thofe prarts of it, which moft Itmng[y
retained t native Celtic charafter. "The
Britons living in thofe countries that were
between the Trent’ or “Humber -and the
Thames, by far the greateft portion of thi:
ifland, in the midft of the Raman earvifons
and colonies, “had been fo lon
the cuftoms of the ‘Romens, t
ferved very little of the Britih ;
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fore their communications with Armorica, mentioned at
large above.. The profody of the Welfh bards depended
much on alliteratiort".  Hence they feem 'to have paid an at-
tention to the fealdic’ verfification. The Iflandic poets are
fad to have carried alliteration to the higheft pitch of exact-
nefs in their earlieft periods: whereas the Welith bards of
the fixth century ufed it but fparingly, and in a very imper-
fect degree. In this circumftance a proof of imitation, at
lealt of emulation, 18 il'np]icd ' There are moreover, ftrong
inftances of conformity between the manners of ‘the two
nations ; which, However, may be accounted for on gmcral
principles arifing from our comparative obfervations on rude
life.  Yet it is.remarkable that mead, the northern nectar,
or fayourite liquor of the Goths « who feem to have framped
it with the character of .a poetical drink, was no lefs cele-
brated among the Welfh', The fongs of both nations abound

this long and habitual intercourfe, liefare  taining a nztional difinftion, and for pre-
the hifth, cc ey feemn to have ot -~ ferving their antient ufapes, among which
their origin We cannot dif- 'the bardic proféffion’is{o eminent.
cover the {ligh e, i1 poems of the hiSee infr. SeeT.x priz
bards, the tu.'J;s of the Briti ints, or ET am howe mformed a very in-
any other, antient monument, hat they  telligént antiguary dn Britifh literature,
held any correfpondence with the Welfh, that there are manifeft marks of alliteration
the Cornifh, the Cumbrian, or the Swath-  in fome druidical fragments [ill remaining,
cluyd Britons.  Among other Britifh nfki- undoubredly compofed ‘before the Britons
tutions grown obfolete among them, they could have pofiibly mixed in the fmalleft
L feem to have loft the ufe of Bardss at lealt * degree with Gothicnation. ' Rhiyme is

there. ara. no memorials.of any: they had, & found 1 the Brindh peetry
nor any of their fongs remaming = nar do carlieft, peried, in thofe druidical
the Welth or Cum pogts ever touch “ealled Eneiyy Mirpwe, or the War-

upon- any tranfattions that paffed in thiife riok™ Sorg, in W every verfe 'is
comntries, after they were :-.-.mu_..l;"n::i by clofed wirh 2 confonant fyllable. See a

the Remans.

And here we fee the reafon why the
Welth bards founfhed fo much and fo
leng. Bot moreover the Wellh, kept in Andof the antient Franks.  Gregory
awe as they were by the Romans, harrafied of Tours mentions'a Frank drinking this
yithe Saxons, and_eternally jealous of the liquor; and adds, that he a-tqu:'-.rud this
cs, the encroachments, and the neigh- habit from the Exfparouve or Frankifh

1 Druid oraclein Borlafe’s Antiquit.
ormwall, B. ik <ch. 5. pe 285 edit.

wourhood of aliens, were on this account  nations. Hift, Frane, lib. viils c. 33- P-
attached totheir Celtic manners: this fitwa- - 404. ed. 1696: P fol.
d thefz eircumflances, infpired them b See infr, SECT: vl p.og3os

-y for man-

: :'.!u:n a1 obilir

with
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with its praifes : and it feems in both to have been alike the
delight of the warrior and the bard. Talieflin, as Lhuyd
informs us, wrote a panegyrical ode on this infpiring bes
of the bee ; or, as he tranflates it, De Mulforum Hy prome
In Hoel Dha's Welfh laws, tranflated by Wootton, we have,
« In omni convivio in quo muLsum bibitur.” From whi
paffage, it feems to have been ferved up only at high feftivals,
By the fame conftitutions, at every feaft in the king's caftle-
hall, the prefeét or marfhal of the hall is to receive from the
queen, by the hands of the fteward, a norx or MEAD. It
is alfo ordered, among the privileges annexed to the office
of prefeét of the royal hall, that the king’s bard fhall fing
to him as often as he pleafes™ "~ One of the ftated offic
the king’s houfhold is ConrecTor Muwst: and this officer,
together with the mafter of the horfe ", the mafter of the
hawks, the fmith of the palace®, the royal bard’, the firft

ch

T
I'S Of

% Tanner Bibl, p. 706. gnified Tue Foor. As in Gregory of
L Leg. Warr, L. 1. cap. XXIV. Po 45 y y Tpeal ng of the Mimus of Miro
w Thid. L. 1. cap. xii, p. 17 a L-_-i_ng of Gallicia. *¢ Erat enim mimus
% When the g makes a Pru!"r:n'. of a b REGIS, qui el per VE

horfe, this officer is o receiven fee ; but *¢ LmTiTIAM erat it

not when the prefent is made to a bifhop, adj

v £ th e

cap. Xvil. p. 31.
bea Mimic, or
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mufician, with fome others, have a right to be ° {eated in the
hall. We have already feen, that the Scandinavian fcalds were
well known in Ireland: and there is fufficient evidence to
prove, that the Welfh bards were carly connected with the

Trifh.

Even fo late as the eleventh century, the practice

continued among the Welfh bards, of receiving inftructions

in the bardic profeffion from dreland.

The Wellh bards

were reformed and regulated by Gryffyth ap Conan, king of
At the fame time he brought
over with him from Ireland many Irifh bards, for the infor-

Wales, in the year 1o78.

matien and improvement of the Welth

us, that

iat

Powell acquaints

this prince ** brought over with him from Ireland

« divers cunning muficians into Wales, who devifed in a
<« manner all the inftrumental mufic that is now there ufed:
« as appeareth, as well by the bookes written of the fame,

lith by the king's dome-

the prev is dividing, he is
ifes « ¢ Bririsy Kincs
the king's domel~

1ics 3
If, when

E >0 4 dﬂl‘li'tsllr_;{?l'l:-'. i'l{‘ jll.'.-gs
ar plays befcre them, he is to receive the
beft butlock. When the king's army is in

array, heisto fing the Song of the BriTisy
Kincs, When invefted with his office,
the king is to give him a harp, {other con-
ftitutions fay a chefs-board,) and the queen
a ring of pold : nor is he to give away the
rp on any account.,  When he goes cut
of the palace to fing with other bards, he
is to receive a double portion of the lar-
gefle or g If he afk a gift o fa-

- af th » is to be Ained by finging
] a nobleman or chief,
he is to fing him to

L. i. cap. viii. p. 11, The Cornu Bubali-

mum may be explained from a paffage in a
Y d abent:the year 1160, by

ce of Powis, which
fi pe drink-
in hig
arer, fweet
nt mead (the fpear is red in
me of need) from the horns of
¢ wild oxen, covered with gold, to the fouls
&¢ of thofe departed herces.” Evans, p, 12,
By thefle laws the king’s harp is to be
worth one hundred and cwenty pence : buat
that of a gentlen or one not a vafial
pence. The king's chefs-board is

t the fan i

1T, O CUps E

and the infiru-

(I'_P. Vil P-

1 There

e WO mo

» {{#]

bab

and the
L. 1. cap. I
o Tus cathedra.’

P 1

. i‘,__ W

9. 1V, l'ag.. b7,

pag. 158,



DISSERTATION I:
“ as alfo by the names of the tunes and meafures ufed

¢ among them to this daie'” In Ireland, to kill a bard
was highly criminal : and to feize his eftate, even for the
public fervice and in time of national diftrefs, was deemed
an att of facrilege ". Thus in the old Wellh laws, whoeve:
even flightly injured a bard, was to be fined fix cows and
one hundred and twenty pence. The murtherer of a bard
was to be fined one hundred and twenty-fix cows ™. Nor
muft I pafs over, what refle€ts much light on this reafoning,
that the “eftablithment of the houfhold of the old Irifh
chiefs, exatly refembles that of the Wellh king For,
befides the bard, the mufician, and the fmith, they have
both a phyfician, a huntfiman, and other correfponding
officers . We muft alfo remember, that an intercourfe was
neceflarily produced between the Welth and Scandinavians,
from the piratical irruptions of the latter: their fealds, as
I have already remarked, were refpected and patronifed in
the courts of thofe princes, whofe territories were the prin-
cipal objefts of the Danifh invafions. Torfaeus exprefsly
affirms this of the Anglo-Saxon and Irith kings ; and it is

] :‘rf'l'l'ﬂ. l_ll'.f‘ calt. |-L'ﬂ Aler ment
e of the Caliph’s con

Court - t

See Temp
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at leaft probable, that they were entertained with equal re-
gard by the Welfh princes, who fo frequently concurred
with the Danes in diftreffing the Englith. It may be added,
that the Wellh, although Iliving in a feparate and
detached fituation, and fo ftrongly prejudiced in favour of

their own ufages, yet from neighbourhood, and unavoidable

communications of various kinds, might have imbibed the

ideas of the Scandinavian bards from the Saxons and Danes,
after thofe nations had occupied and overfpread all the other
parts of our ifland.

, Many pieces of the Scottith bards are ftill remaining in
the high-lands of Scotland. Of thefe a curious {pecimen,
and which confidered in a more extenfive and general refpeét,
is a valuable monument of the poetry of a rude period, has
lately been given to the world, under the title of the Works
oF Osstan. It is indeed very remarkable, that in thefe
poems, the terrible graces, which fo naturally charaéterife,
and fo generally conftitute, the early poetry of a barbarous
people, fhould fo frequently give place to a gentler fet of
manners, to the focial fenfibilities of polifhed hfe, and a
more civilifed and elegant fpecies of imagination. Nor is
this circumftance, which difarranges all our eftablifhed ideas
concerning the favage ftages of fociety, eafily to be accounted

| for, unlefs we fuppofe, that the Celtic tribes, who were fo

4 ftrongly addifted to poetical compofition, and who made it

{fo much their ftudy from the earlieft times, might by de-

grees have attained a higher vein of poetical refinement,

than could at firft fight or on common principles: be
expefted among nations, whom we are accuftomed to call
barbarous ; that fome few inftances of an elevated {firain
of friendfhip, of love, and other fentimental feelings, ex-
ifting in fuch nations, might lay the foundation for intro-
ducing a fet of manners among the bards, more refined and
exalted than the real manners of the country: and that
panegyrics on thofe virtues, tranfmitted with improvements

L
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DISSERTATION 1.

from bard to bard, muft at length have formed charaéters
of ideal excellence, which might prop among the peo-
ple real manners bordering. on thc P al.
however, notwithftanding the difference between the Gothic
and the Celtic rituals, contain many vifible veftiges of Scan-
dinavian fuperftition. The allufions in the fongs of Offian
to ipmts who p*'c:f'dt over the different parts and direct
the various r:puallm 15 of nature, who fend {torms over the
deep, and rejoice in the fhrieks of the illirl'A'J'rck--nl IAFIner,
who call down lightning to blaft the foreft or cleave the
rock, and diffufe “irrefiftible peftilence among the people,
beautifully eondutted imdeed, and heightened, under the
fkilful hand of a mafter bard, entirely Lmu.lpvml with the
Runic {yftem, and breathe the fpn;t of 1its PLJ.H'J'. One
fiction in particular, the moft ExTRAvAGanT in all Offian’s

poems, is founded on an effential article of the Runic belief.
It is where Fingal fights with the fpirit of Loc la. Nothing
could ﬂf*r.mdll-' meﬂl heroifm more highly than this
marvellous encounter. It was efteemed m,m*g the antient
Danes the moft daring att of courage to engage with a
ghoft’. Had Offian found it convenient, to have introduced
religion into his compofitions *, not only a new fource had

€ POCms;

lin. De Cprtcrﬂpl_ Maortis aped vils, . 150, O'\-HJ N, 1.('-] 11, nl'[ ]:_‘G.p
& And 1bid. P Hence lJn_ 5 :

¢ other ma Iv}r r.he-. Wiy,
Gotliic Ilu'ﬂ‘- antl hpmﬂlflmns in Offian. s of fword-miths were th jought
The fafhion of m: ;l-ﬂl._‘ the fg-];!ulchn:s of = recorded in hiftory JTmc.

5 with of flones, cor-
X \'t -.I"l'llllo r;l"atm

when (.w(:-#ru. o[ I’I=n 2~

hftnl ﬁ'nm rhr ¥ \':ll truiurr_. where ':|:
]1_d_l|{‘:n,:n laid from- old l'm[.:, “ being
P of Lw ALAN, the molk
"' Hoved.
nechanic,
artift in
Or i pretér-

A, the fword of

e dwarfs, and
5 L P 103: So
by an mah"n er,

lexing :=_11|l{:x[rac)]'cl]r.er}.' Cira
r for m: .f. Li {]le r'1n11hl c_, I mean lhl_ abfence of II|| reli-
oce TEmMoR A, B. i
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been opened to the fublime, in defcribing the rites of facri-

fice, the horrors of incantation,

the folemn evocations of

infernal beings, and the like dreadful fuperftitions, but pro-

bably many ftronger and

more charaéteriftical evidences

would have appeared, of his knowledge of the imagery of

the Scandinavian poets.
Nor muft we forget,

that the’ Scandinavians had con-

quered many countries bordering upon France in the fourth

century

Hence the Franks muft have been in fome mea-

fure ufed to their languafr{. well acquainted with their man-

ners, and converfant in their poetry.

Charlemagne 1s- faid

to have delighted in repeating the moft antit.nt and bar-

barous odes,

accounted for by M. ]\.n.mp]:erron with muoeh
addrefs, See DisserTATION ;.‘LLFIXLd
vol. i. p. viil. ix. edit. 1765, See allo the
elegant craTicat DisserRTATION of the
very judicious Dr. Blair, vol. ii. p. 379:
ickef. Thef. 1. partil. p. 4

irt CAp. vl n. 34 BLP[]IDL‘:
. p- 154, Diodoras Siculus fays,

r"L‘-.]-\, who were Celts, d

b'oud ta their atte d?urs
ried in triumph, while an opuucm! 1’0‘15
W L]l ll'lu_kl ‘ﬂnﬂ.h?’ull N— 2(.; |‘- Haray
: . Lib, 5. p. 352. See allo p. 308,
I"-u Celts, fays Elian; -1 hear, are the
“ mofk e-m.r]mﬁn'" of meén: they make
< thofe warriors:who die brﬁL{]\ in ﬁg’llt
i the ﬁ.l'ni:él af I’ang'i o
Hift. Lib. 2%31. ¢ 23
& {pecimen of the manner of a Celtic bard,
He reports, that Lutrnivs, a Celtic chief,
was acenftomed; oat of a defive of popu-
larity, to gather crouds of his I
pp:hur, and” to throw them go
from his chariot. Onece he was attended
one of their
sard for hi 15 fonp
h"‘h] reneTe d_

at a |:|rn1'| uous. |3an<'u=.. by

negyric, I!c
“ riot-wheels pafs, inftur ]\ brings Ll:'m

which celebrated the battles of antient kings .

¢ aald and F‘r\"_"{;iuu; gir’r; to enrich man=
ind.” _Athen. vi. 184,

Tacitus fays, that Arminivs, the con=
queror of' Varus, * is yet fung among the
¢ barbarous nations.” That is, pmbaiuly
among the originnl Germant. Annal. i
And Mor. Gerim. 1 J[J wmnes Aventinus,

a Bavarian, whos Llux.'!.ho.tt]n.l,r-r 520,
has a corious paflage nembet
“ of wverfes in praie virtues of

¢ Attila, are fill extant among us, patris
& fermone more magorim fe :
Boior.L. ﬁ.p. (30,-{_'&'1{. 162 immediate
]\- ‘u'd;. € Nam et adhue ULGO CANI=-
& g, et et popularibus noftris,etfi t1Te-
“pRARUM RUDIBU S, notilimus.™ m'm.,
{peaking-of Alexander the Great, he fays,
< Bolos eidem bellum indixiffe s v lq__uls
“{1.*!'11..3 cammrwravs.™ ibid. Lib;
(01'|r::Tn1|1-|1r |(|_'1rr [,rv;,|'|:|1lL;.1 |avq
€ Carmina w
in bi ‘.:- iothiec

!
lnd.
n, of
logerion, and other nf their
]lLrL.L g Adalo-
itifiime in faitis
Orom, -
» quzin
ntur, quos
Laertes
. Lib. 1: P 15. -
fame hiftorian alfy relates; that His coun-
trymen

:"\c'{ nt
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DISEERTATION L

But we are not informed whether thefe were Scandinavian,
Celtic, or Teutonic poems.

About the beginning of the tenth century, France was
invaded by the Normans, or NoRTHERN-MEN, an army of
adventurers from Norway, Denmark, and Sweden. And
although the conquerors, efpecially when their fuccels does
not folely depend on fuperiority of numbers, ufually affume

trymet
Hub K

ed in JL. che Kw of thei im-

hiftory called the = bloed ap
ini ¢ patient
8 pew
[L

been ¥ hrifaan emperors &

an engag Bona, Rer. 1 .
. it lncﬂq- l1'.i!. 1. Cu Za
1. Matth. Eroutum de De I'o-

From Trithemius

pulor. wet. et recent. AuOI‘.['U]IlbLIo,p 31
hif '{rri. n; W Im wrote "1 SHE LN

And, among the an
|..r' rus Scacchius befor

mans, it was an exerci
youth, for them to le
of the

Schilter, i
EATRITS
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DISSERTATION L

the manners of the conquered, yet thefe ftrangers muft have
ftill further familiarifed in France many of their northern
fictions.

From this general circulation in thefe and other countries,
and from timt popularity which it is natural to fuppofe they
muft have acquired, the fealdic inventions might have taken
deep root in Europe °. At leaft they feem to have prepared
the way for the more eafy admiflion of the Arabian fabling
about the ninth century, b) which they were, however, in
great meafure, fuperfeded. he Arabian ﬁc,tmm were of
a more {plendid nature, and better adapted to the increafing
civility of the times. LL[:: horrible and grofs, they had a
pm”lt\' a variety, and a m's'rmhc,mlct which carried
with them the charm of fafcination. Yet it is probable,
that many of the fraldic imaginations might have been
blended with the Arabian. In the mean time, there is great
reafon to believe, that the Gothic fealds enriched their vein
of fabling from this new and fruitful fource of fiction,
opened by the Arabians in Spain, and afterwards propagated
by the crufades. It was in many refpeéts cogenial with
their own * : ‘and the northern bards, who vifited the coun-

“ antiquis Carminibus ac Cantilenis vete-

¢ rum Germanorum Differtatio, cui junc-  fuperflitions in the popular |

< tus eft de 8. Annone Colonienfi archiepi-  is fzid in the moift elegant j

< feopo vetuftiffimus omniom sermanorum  piece of eriticifm which the prefent age has
4 thythmos et monumentum.” See Polen.  produced, Mrs. Montague's Essay ox
"st-pp]:rn Thefaur. Gronov. et Gray. tom.  SHAKESPEARE. p. 145. edit. 1772,

iv, 24, I do not thuh it was ever t Befides the general wi ildnefs of the
p~1b1|1m_d See Joach. Swabius, de Semno- imagery in both, among other particular

theis veterum Germanorum pmln‘uplus
p. 8. And Sker.i.infr.p.7 8. Pellentier,
{ur la Lang. Celt. part 1, tom. i. ch. xii.
P 20,

We muft be carcful to difingaifh be-
tu.u.r the poetry of the Scandinavians, the
ur:. 5y ..I]L. the Celts. As moft of ["L

A .

, it 15:hard to find
]nl. 1 muft ex-

g
8

circumitances of - coincidence which might
be mentioned here, the pradtice of giving
names to {words, which we find in the
aldic poems, occurs allo among the
Arabjans. Inthe'Hervarer Sacas the
fword of Suarfulama 15 called Tinrine.
Hickef. Thef. i. p. 193. The names of
fwords of many of the old northern chiefs
are given us by Olaus Wermins, Lit Run.
cap. ¥ix. p. 110.4t0. ed. Thus, Herbe-
101 'I'l'.'L"iLfk b [(IJ'Ig ca L"LIL' Ut_ l]]‘_‘ names
of the {words of the moft famous Arabian

and
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tries where thefe new fancies were {pre
been naturally fir uck with fuch wonders, :LI‘L. were certainly
fond of picking up frefh embellithments, and new ftrokes
of the m:m—dimu, for augmenting and improving their
ftock of poetry. The earlieft feald now on record is not
before the year 750. From which time the fcalds flourifhed
in the northern countries, till below the year 1157°
The celebrated ode of Regner Lodbrog was compofed about
the end of the ninth century "

And that this hypothefis is partly true, may be concluded
from the fubjects of fome of the old Scandic romances,
manufcripts of which now remain in the royal hibrary at
Stockholm. The titles of a few fhall {ferve for a .1‘ gcimen j
which I will make no apology for giving at large. * SAGAN
« ap Hiarmrer oc Orwer. ‘The Hiftory of Hialmter
¢« king of Sweden, fon of a Syrian princefs, and of Olver
« Jarl. Containing their expeditions into Hunland, and
“ _rabia, with their nomerous encounters with the Vikings
¥ ‘and []1 giants. Alfo their leagues with Alfola, (laut,]m,r
« of Ringer king of Arabia; afterwards married to Hervor
“ king (;f Hunland, &e. Sacan Ar Sion. The Hiftory
i 1\1113 of England ; who firlt was

rwards of Ju bylon and Niniv

if .‘ch‘.l, fon of Ri

z of Engl

1.
t ‘frofm ‘oak, or both,
of thefe fources; King Arthur's  fword

de of P

Spenier calls, rhix deli
Yet 1 moft add, t

15 mamed  In ‘-.h:t'ﬁ-ri.'}' of Monmouth,
Lib; .iX. éap: 13-, Roh |1 I

L pr 21 1
I >:]c|,|_|1LlL 5,
m, to prove the
And fome

1 HER. Ifland. & O], Worm. |
L X¥i. -yl ofs. Bat I §d. Ibid. p- &

we have alre: wandered too far, in what

h “ Compre-
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“ Comprehending various occurrences in Saxland, Babyln,
“ Greece, Africa, and efpecially in Eirice * the region of the
“ giants.—S8acan aF AverLeck. Thel Hiftory of Alefleck,
« a king of England, and of his expeditions into Indiz and
‘T;zr*fm —SacaN AF Erik WiprorLa. The Hiftory of
¢ Eric the traveller, who, with his unup.uuon Eric, a Danifh
prince, undertook a wonderful journey to Odin’s Hall,
¢« or Oden’s Aker, near the river Pifon in India " Here
we fee the circle of the Iflandic postry enlarged ; and the
names of countries and cities belonging to another quarter
of the globe, Arabia, India, Iai'tﬂl}r,. b}rna, Greece, Babylon,
and Niniveh, intermixed with thofe of Hunland, Sweden,
and England, and adopted into the northern romantic nar-
ratives, Even Charlemagne and Arthur, whofe hiftories, as
we have already feen, had been fo lavifhly decorated by the
Arabian fablers, d]d not cfcape the Scandinavian fealds ‘.
Accordingly we find thefe fubjeéts among their Sagas.
«« SacAN AF Erik Eincranps Kappe. The Hiftory of
¢« Eric, fon of king Hiac, king Arthur’s chief wreftler—
¢« HistoricarL ruymes of king Arthur, contaimng his
¢ league with Charlemagne. Sacan ar Ivent. The
¢ Hiftory of Ivent, king Arthur’s principal champion,
“ containing his battles with the giants* SAGAN AF

-

B In the Latin EiricZEA REGIONE:
f. Erfe or Irith land.

 Wanley, apud Hickes, iii. Pr 314+ {eq.

1 It 15 amazing how early and how uni-
xerl’”ﬂh this fable was fp]ead G.dela
Flamma fays, that in the year 1330, an
antient tomb of a king of the Lombards
was broke up in |C.1E}'. On his fword was
written, ¥ Clel eft 'efpée de Mt:ﬁ'rTﬁlhl.J!t,
4 yn :]uJ occift I"'Amoreyt d'Yrlant.”
1. e, This is the hl.n]'d of fir 'Tr:ll:r"l.m,
i who_ killed Amoroyt of Ireland.”
Sceripr. Irar. tom. i 1028,  The
Germans are [aid to have fome very an-
tient narrat [u]][’a on our old Britifh
| 'I':'I'I :lsl(] [Fll’f J'I‘_‘n. 'L)B

See Gol-

/€ ;r- .l'-'=.'\'a"r.

daft, Not. Vit. Carol. Magn. p. 207« edit.

1711,
k They have alfo, * BRETOMANNA
L] Sa.(.\, The Hiftory of the Britons,

“ from Eneas the Trojan to the emperor
¢ Conftartivs.” Wanl. ibid. There are
many others, pethaps of later date, re-
lating to Enghfh hftory, particularly the
hiftory of William the Baftard and other
chriftians, in their expedition into the holy
land. ‘The hiftory of the deftruétion of
the monafteries in England, by William
Rufos. Wanl. ibid.
In the ]ﬁj'lf;r:,' of the |iE1r:;!'y at U}'?'r.'l],
I find the following articles, which are left
to the conjeftures of the curious enquirer.
Hiftoria Biblioth, Upfalienf. per Celfium.
Upl.
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o KARLAMAGNUSE OF HOPPUM HANS.
gentses E)[H..Lll"ll ]'r all his

5 magne, .?" his champions; and ¢
¢« aftions in feveral parts. 1. Of his birth and cor -onation :
« and the combat of Carvetus king of Babylon, with Od-
« degir the Dane '. 2. Of Aglandus king of Africa, and of
« his fon ]t.r.uun( and their wars in Hp:u.i with Charle-

¢ magne. 3. Of Roland, and his combat with V illaline king
¢« of Spr in.. .4:.. Of Ottuel's converfion to chriftianity, and

¢« his marriage with Charlemagne’s daughter. g. Of Hugh
« king of Conftantinople, and the memorable exploits of
« his champions. 6. Of the wars of Ferracute king of
¢ Spain. 7. Of Charlemagne’s atchievements in Rounce-
¢« yalles, and of his death .” In another of the
Jarl, a magician of Saxland, exhibits his feats of mnecro-
mancy before Charlemagne. We learn from Olaus Magnus,
that Roland’s magical horn, of which archbifhop Tur pin :cl..ru.
{fuch wonders, and among others that it m]rrht be heard at
the diftance of twenty miles, was frequently celebrated in
the fongs of the Iflandic bards . It is not likely that thefe
pieces, to fay no more, were compofed till the Scandinavian
tribes had been converted to chnf’ca.\mty . that is, as I have
before obferved, about the clofe of the tenth century. Thefe

1

&

barbarians had an infinite and a national contempt for the
chriftians, whofe religion inculcated a fpirit of peace, gen-
tlenefs, and civility ; qualities fo diffimilar to thofe of their own

ram  decantari

But 1|1.. notion

q.  Danic.
> fword,

anv 4
1i: ps

® Seeinfr. SECT:

h 2 ferocious
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ferocious and warlike difpofition, and which they naturally
interpreted to be the marks of cowardice and pufillanimity .
It has, however, been urged, that as the irruption of the
Normans into France, under their leader Rollo, did not take
place till towards the beginning of the tenth century; at
which period the fealdic art was arrived to the higheft
perfection i Rollo’s native country, we can eafily trace the
defcent of the French and Englifh romances of chivalry
from the Northern Sagas. It is fuppoled, that Rollo carried
with him many fealds from the nworth, who tranfmitted
their fkill to theie children and fucceflors: and that thefe,
adopting the religion, opinions, and language, of the new
country, fubftituted the heroes of chriftendom, inftead of
thofe of their pagan anceftors, and began to celebrate the
feats of Charlemagne, Roland, and Oliver, whele true
hiftory they fet off and embellifhed with the fealdic figments
of dwarfs, giants, dragons, and inchantments " There 1s,
however, fome reafon to believe, that thefe fitions were
current among the French long before ; and, if the principles
advanced in the former part of this differtation be true, the
fables adhering to Charlemagne’s real hiftory muft be
referred to another fource.

Let me add, that the inchantments of the Runic poetry
are very different from thofe in our romances of chivalry.
The former chiefly deal in {pells and charms, fuch as would
preferve from poifon, blunt the weapons of an enemy, pro-
cure victory, allay a tempeft, cure bodily difeafes, or call
the dead from their tombs: in uttering a form of myfterious
words, or inferibing Runic charaéters. The magicians of
romance are chiefly employed in forming and conduéting a
train of deceptions. Thereis anairof barbaric horror in the

o Regner Lodbrog, in hisDrixc Onz, “« There we celebrated a Mass {Mifa,
fpeaking of a battle fought againil the ¢ [fland.] of weapons.”
chriftians, fays, in ridicale of the eucharift, P Percy’s Bff, Metr, Rom. p.viil.

incantations
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incantations of the fcaldic fablers : the magicians of 1omance
often prefent vifions of pleafure and dehight ; and, although
not without theiralarming terrors, fometimes lead us through
flowery forefts, and raife up palaces ghttering with gold
and precious ftones. The Runic magic is more like that of
Canidia in Horace, the romantic refembles that of Armida
in Tafflo. The operations of the one are frequently but
mere tricks, in comparifon of that fublime folemnity of
necromantic machinery which the other fo awefully difplays.

It is alfo remarkable; that in the carlier fcaldic odes, we
find but few dragons, giants, and fairies. Thefe were intro-
duced afterwards, and are the progeny of Arabian fancy.
Nor indeed do thefe imaginary beings often occur in any of
the compofitions which preceded the introduttion of that
fpecies of fabling. On this reafoning, the Infh tale-teller
mentioned above, could not be a lineal defcendant of the
elder Irifh bards. The abfence of giants and dragons, and,
let me add, of many other traces of that fantaftic and bril-
liant imagery which compofes the fyftem of Arabian ima-
gination, from the poems of Offian, are a ftriking proof of
their antiquity. It has already been fuggefted, at what
period, and from what origin, thefe fancies got footing in
the Welfh poetry: we do not find them in the odes of
Talieflin or Aneurin % This reafoning explains an obferva-

e Who flovnd
He hasleftal

hed about the year g7o. ol ﬂ:l'_'gh[cr: for uz:hr-ﬁdjng I have loft a
{piritad poem called Go- < friend, who was brave in refilting his
alluded to” by the later # enemies. I drank of the wine and
* metheglin of Mordai, whofe fpear was

ize.  In the fthock of the battle,
l for the eagle. When
[ a fhout arofs :
when he
the fhield
men haftened
ir drinic

5 he pre
oe only ex- ¢ Cydwal haflens
rd Anedrin s

cepted, among which v F
: fpecimen.

him{elf, were |

#Fwas wine en Cupa.
“ There o hundred and fixty three
I fpeak my revenge ¢ adorned with chains of gold; b

¢ of the Deir, [ would & thofe, who filled with wine, ri
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tion of an ingenious critic in this fpecies of literature, and
who has ftudied the works of the Welfh bards with much
attention. ¢ There are not fuch extravagant FLIGHTS In
“ any poetic compofitions, except it be in the EASTERN 5 tO
« which, as far as I can judge by the few tranflated {peci-
« mens I have feen, they bear a near refemblance ' 1 will
venture to fay he does not meet with thefe flights in the
elder Welth bards. The beautiful romantic fi¢tion, that
king Arthur, after being wounded in the fatal battle of Cam-
lan, was conveyed by an Elfin princefs into the land of
Faery, or fpirits, to be healed of his wounds, that he reigns
there ftill as a mighty potentate in all his priftine {plendour,
and will one day return to refume his throne in Britain,
and reftore the folemnities of his champions, often occurs in
the antient Welfh bards’. But not in the moft antient. It

their way with the {word, the warrior
¢ of Aeron, Conan Dacarawd, and [ the
2 hard Anenrin, red with blood, otherwife
<¢ [ thould mot have furvived to compofe
s this for When Caradoc hallened to
<5 the 'u':n',- he was the fon of boar,
“ 1p hewing down the Saxons ; a i

bull in
4+ the confli€t of fight, he twilted the wood
4« [{pear] from their hands. Guricn faw
“ pot his father after he had lifted the
¢ gliftening mead in his hand. I praife
all the warriors who thus met in the
¢ hattle, and attacked the foe with one
¢ mind, Their life was fhort, but they
¢« have left a long regret-to their friends,
Yet of the Saxons they {lew more than
<€ fovn . sia e o There was many a mo-
st ther fhedding tears. The fong 1s due to
< thee who haft attained the higheft
s¢ glory : thon who waft fire, thunder
“ and florm : O Rudd Fedell, warlike
¢ champion, excellent in might, you fill
think of the war. The noble chiefs
LI wve to be celebrated in verfe, who
e after the ficht made the rivers to over-
e fow i blood. Their

=

¢ hands gl of the dark-
+¢ brown ; prepared food
« for thic 1. s | " chiefs

with polden
em is extremely

difficult to be underftood, being written, if

not in the Préhath l;mgn:m:_;t:. at leaft an a

dialeét of the Britons very different from

the modern W See the leamed and

ingenious IMr. s DissgrraroDx

Barpis, p. 68
* Evans, ubi fups. Pref. p. iv.

"he Arabians call the Fairies Ginn,
jans Peric The former calls
fian, many beautiful ci-
ties y have defcribed in ¢heir
fabulous hiftories. See Herbelot. Bibl.
Onent. Gran. p. 106_ a. Genn. P. 375

a. Pen1. p. 701. b. They pretend that
the fairies built the city of Efthekar, or
Perfepolis. Id. in. V. p. 327.a. One of
the moft eminent of the or Aries was
Merciaw Pori, or Merpian the Fairy.
Herbel. ot I'u||r. V.PERI. p- 702- &. T 5=
HAMURATH, p. 1017, a. This was a
good fairy, and imprifoned for ages i a
cav iant Demruofch, from which
fhe was ¢ by Thahamaurath, whom
fhe afterwards ed in conguering ano-
ther piant, his enemy. Id. ibid.  And
this is the fairy or elfin queen, called in
the French romances Mo IR LE Fay,
Morgain the fairy, who p ed kingAr-
thur. See Obf, on Spt'rlilr s Fairy O

= i 17 . S
i. 63. 65, 5. 1L
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is found in the compofitions of the Wellh bards only, who
flourifhed after the native vein of Britifh fabling had been
tinftured by thefe rairy Tavres, which the Arabians had
propagated in Armorica, and which the Welfh had received
from their conne€tion with that province of Gaul. Such a
fition as this is entirely different from the caft and com-
plection of the ideas of the original Welfh poets. It is eafy
to colle&t from the Welth odes, written after the tenth
century, many fignatures of this exoric imagery. Such as,
¢ Their aflault was like ftrong lions, He is valourous as a
lion, who can refift his lance? The dragon of Mona's
fons were fo brave in fight, that there was horrible con-
¢« fternation, and upon Tal Moelvre a thoufand banners.
Our lion has brought to Trallwag three armies. A dragon
he was from the beginning, unterrified in battle. A dragon
« of Ovain. Thou art a prince firm in battle, like an
“ elephant, Their affault was as of ftrong lions. The lion,
of Cemais fierce in the onfet, when the army rufheth to
¢ be covered with red. He faw Llewellyn like a burning
¢ dragon in the ftrife of Arfon. He is furious in fight like.
“ an outrageous dragon. Like the roaring of a furious lion,
* in the fearch of prey, is thy thirft of praife.” Inftead of
producing more proofs from the multitude that might be
mentioned, for the fake of illuftration of our argument, I
will contraft thefe with fome of their natural unadulterated
thoughts. ¢ Fetch the drinking horn, whofe glofsis like the
“ wave of the fea. Tudor is like a wolf rufhing on his
¢ prey. They were all covered with blood when they re-
turned, and the high hills and the dales enjoyed the fun
¢ equally *. O thou virgin, that fhineft like the fnow on
¢« the brows of Aran ”: like the fine fpiders webs on the
grafs on a fummer’s day. The army at Offa’s dike panted

(44

* The high mountains in Merioneth-  and extreme iral in fo ‘motntainous a
thire, ! - country as Wi This circumflance of
# A beautiful periphrafis for noon day, time added to the merit of the aftion.

for
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« for glory, the foldiers of Venedotia, and the men of Lon-
« don, were as the alternate motion of the waves on the fea-
« fhore, where the fea-mew fcreams. The hovering crows
« were numberlefs : the ravens croaked, they were ready to
¢« fuck the proftrate carcafes. His enemies are {cattered as
« Jeaves on the fide of hills driven by hurricanes. He 1s a
¢« warrior, like a furge on the beach that covers the wild
« falmons. Her eye was piercing like that of the hawk ™
< her face fhone like the pearly dew on Eryri*. Llewellyn
« is a hero who fetteth caftles on fire. I have watched all
« night on the beach, where the fea-gulls, whofe plumes
<« glitter, fport on the bed of billows; and where the herbage,
« growing in a folitary place, is of adeep green’.” Thefe
images are all drawn from their own countty, from their
fituation and circumftances ; and, although highly poetical,
are in general of a more fober and témperate colouring. In
a word, not only that elevation of allufion, which many
fuppofe to be peculiar to the poetry of Wales, but that
fertility of fiction, and thofe marvellous fables recorded in
Geoffrey of Monmouth, which the generality of readers, who
do not fufficiently attend to the origin of that hiftorian’s ro-
mantic materials, believe to be the genuine offspring of the
Welfh poets, are of foreign growth. And, to retumm to the
ground of this grgument, there is the firongeft reafon to
fufpet, that even the Gothic Eppa, or fyftem of poetic
mythology- of the northern nations, 15 enriched with thofe
higher ftrokes of otiental imagination, which the Arabians
had communicated to the Europeans. Into this extravagant
tiffue of unmeaning allegory, falfe philofophy, and falfe
theology, it was eafy to incorporate their moft wild and
forhartic conceptions *.

~

iii. p. 380, Compare Aneurin’s ode, cited above.
; fram Edrp, Tnow, * Huet iv of opinion, thatthe Eppa is
. 19, 11, entirely the produftion of Snorro’s fancy.
1739 But this is fuying too much, e Orig.

Fi8 COmMml-
piled

.p- 84  Roman. p. 116. The ficlt Edda
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Tt muft be confefled, that the ideas of chivalry, the appen-
dage and the fubject of romance, fubfifted among the Goths.
But this muft be underftood under certain limitations.
There is no peculiarity which more ftrongly diferiminates
the manners of the Greeks and Romans from thofe c_)!"
modern times, than that fmall degree of attention and 1
i'pcffi with which thefe nations t|n.,-.1h.{i the fair fex, and Lhu
inconfiderable fhare which they were permitted to take in
converfation, and' the general commerce of life. For the
truth of this oblervation, we need only appeal to the clafiic
writers: in which their women appear to have been devoted
to a ftate of feclufion and obfcurity. One is furprifed that
barbarians fhould be L-*,L‘:'v'c" mafters of complaifance than
the moft lJ{ﬂiI]]l\_h people that ever c:{il}'-:L No fooner was
the Roman empire overthrown, and the Goths had over-
powered Europe, than we find the female character affaming
an unufual importance and autl hority, and diftinguifhed with
new privileges, in all the European governments eftablifhed
by the northern conquerors. Even amidft the confufions of
favage war, and among the almoft incredible enormities
cor llnmiu,d by the fmth, at their invafion of the :.mlmh,
forbore to offer any violence to the women. This
perhaps is one of the moft ftriking features in the new ftate
of manners, which took place about the feventh century :
and it is to this period; and to this people, that we muft refer
the origin of gallantry in Europe. The Romans never intro-
duced thefe fentiments into their European 51['-.;*.']{1gc,-;_
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The Goths believed fome divine and prophetic quality to be
inherent in their women; they admitted them into their coun-
cils, and confulted them on the public bufinefs of the ftate.
They were fuffered to conduét the great events which they
predicted. Ganna, a prophetic virgin of the Marcomanni,
a German or Gaulith tribe, was fent by her nation to Rome,
and admitted into the prefence of Domitian, to treat con-
cerning terms of peace”. Tacitus relates, that Velleda,
another German prophetefs, held frequent conferences with
the Roman generals; and that onfome occafions, on account
of the facrednefs of her perfon, fhe was placed at a great
diftance on a high tower, from whence, like an oracular
divinity, fhe conveyed heranfwers by fome chofen meflenger *,
She appears to have preferved the {upreme rule over her own
people and the neighbouring tribes*. And there are other
inftances, that the government among the antient Germans.
was fometimes vefted in the women®. This practice alfo
prevailed among the Sitones or Norwegians . ‘The Cimbri,
a Scandinavian tribe, were accompanied at their aflemblies by
venerable and hoary-headed prophetefies, apparelled in long
linen veftments of a {plendid white ‘. Their matrons and
daughters acquired a reverence from their fkill in ftudying
fimples, and their knowledge of healing wounds, arts reputed
myfterious. The wives frequently attended their hufbands in
the moft perilous expeditions, and fought with great intre-
pidity in the moft bloody engagements®. Thefe nations dreaded.

¥. Dio. lib, levii. p. 761. Dissgrrario de Mulieribus Fatidicia

2 Hitt. lib. iv. p g;3. edit. D’Orlean, fol.
a He fays jult before, **ea virgo fare
¢ imperitabar.” Ibid. p. gg1. He faw her
in the reign of Velpafian. De Morib. Ger-
man. p.g7z. Where he likewife men-
tions Auwrinia.
b See Tacit. Hift. lib. v. p. gfg. ut fupr.
© De Morib. German. p. g83. ut fupr.
4 Strab. Geograph. hib. vii. p. 205.
edit, If. Call 1587, fol. Compare Keyller,
Antiquit. Sel. Septentrional. p. 371. ViZ,

veternmCeltarum gentiumgue Septentriona-
lium, See allo Cluvering's Germaria,
Anrigua, lib. i cap. xxiv. pag. 165.
edit. fol. Lugd. Bat. 1631, ltwere eafly
totrace the W 1w b fifters, and our modemn
witches, to this fource.

& See SecT, vii, infr. p. 254. Dicdorus
Siculus E‘jl}'.‘,-, that among the .‘jt:y[hians the
women are trained to war as well as the
men, t© whom they are mot inferior in
ftrength and courage. L. ii, p. go.

captivity,
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captivity, more on thé account of their women, than on their
own: and the Romans, availing themfelves of this appre-
henfion, often demanded their nobleft virgins for hoftages®,
From thefe circumftances, the women even claimed a fort of
precedence, at leaft an equality fubfifted between the fexes,
in the Gothic conftitutions.

But the deference paid tothe fair fex, which produced the
fpirit of gallantry, is chiefly to be lmw]zr for in thofe ftrong
and exaggerated Jr.lms of female challn) which lnrwalkcd
among t]lL northern nations. Hence the lover’s devotion
to his miftrefs was encreafed, his attentions to her fervice
multiplied, his affection heightened, and his follicitude ag-
gravated, in pfoportion as the difficulty of obtaining her
was enhanced : and the paffion of love chtuuLlI a degree of
delicacy, when controlled by the plmulﬂe:. of honour and
purity. The higheft excellence of charafter then known
was a fhp"]]nllw in arms ; and that rival was moft likely to
gain his lady’s regard, who was the braveft champion. Here
we fee valour infpired by love. In the mean time, the fame
heroic fpirit which was the fureft claim to the favour of the
dadies, was often exerted in their proteftion : a protection
1“111{]1 wanted in an age of rapine, of plunder, and piracy ;
when the weaknefs of the fofter fex was t\p\igd to conti-
111!.11 dangers and unexpeéted attacks *. It is ecafy to fup-
pofe the oflcmm emulation and ardour of many a gallant
young warrior, prefiing forward to be foremoft in this ho-
nourable fervice, which flattered the moft agreeable of al
paflions, and which gratified every enthufiafm of the times,

_ T Tacit. de Morib. Germ. pag. g73. ut
fupr,

¢ See inflances of this {ort of violence
in the antient HisTory of Hianmar, a
Runic romance, P- 135 136, 140. Difl
}P t, Ad cale. Hickef, ].hri'll‘r vol, i.
Where alfo is a challenge b‘h\u.n two
champions for king Hmm 5 daughrer,
Lu\ the king CD.hpUJu the "I""I“'] b, giv-
ing to one of them, nzmed Ulfo, among

other rich prefents, an ineflimable horn,
on which were inkid in gold the images
of Odin, Thor; and Freya: and to the
other, name 5 ]r. the lady herfelf, and
rolden  imagery,
‘This piece,
which is in Runic capital charaflers, was
written before the year 1000, Many fo-
ries of this kind might be produced from
thenorthern chronicles,
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efpecially the fafhionable fondnefs for a wandering and mili-
tary life. In themean time, we may conceive the lady thus
won, or thus defended, confcious of her own importance,
affefting an air of ftatelinefs: it was her pride to have pre-
{erved her chaftity inviolate, fhe could perceive no merit but
that of invincible bravery, and could only be approached
in terms of refpect and fubmiffion.

Among the Scandinavians, a people fo fond of cloathing
adventures in verfe, thefe gallantries muft naturally become
the fubject of poetry, with its fictitious embellifhments.
Accordingly, we find their chivalry difplayed in their odes ;
pieces, which at the fame time greatly confirm thefe obfer-
vations. The famous ode of Regner Lodbrog, affords a
firiking inftance ; in which, being imprifoned in a loath-
fome dungeon, and condemned to be deftroyed by venomous
ferpents, he folaces his defperate fituation by recolleting
and reciting the glorious exploits of his paft life. One of
thefe, and the firft which he commemorates, was an at-
chievement of chivalry. It was the delivery of a beautiful
Swedifh princefs from an impregnable fortrefs, in which fhe
was forcibly detained by one of her father's captains. . Her
father iffued a proclamation, promifing that whocver would
refcue the lady, fhould have her in marriage. Regner {uc-
ceeded in the attempt, and married the fair captive. This
was about the year 860 *. 'There are other ftrokes in Reg-
ner’s ode, which, although not belonging to this particular
ftory, deferve to be pointed out here, as illuftrative of our
argument. Such as, It was like being placed near a beau-
« tiful virgin on a couch.---It was like kiffing a young widow
« in the firft feat at a feaft. I made to ftruggle in the
« twilight that golden-haired chief, who paffed his mornings
« among the young maidens, and loved to converfe with

b See Torf, Hilt. Narw. tom. 1. lib. 10.  Aflauga is the forgery of a much later age’
- 1 - - gy N
Saxo Gra p. 152. And OL Worm. Ser Recwara Lopmrog'sSaga. C. 5.

Lit. Rom. p. 45, 1 fufpeft that  apud Biorneri Hiftor. Reg. Her. et Pugil.
the romantic amour between Regner and  Res. pracclar, geft. Stockbolm. 3737.

¢ widows,




DISSERTATION L.

¢ widows.—--He who afpires to the love of young virgins,
¢« ought always to be foremoit in the din of arms '.” It is
worthy of remark, that thefe fentiments occur to Regner
while he isin the midft of his tortures, and at the point of
death. 'Thus many of the heroes in Froiffart, in the greateft
extremitics of danger, recollect their amours, and die think-
ing of their miftreffes. And by the way, in' the fame ftrain,
Boh, a Danifhchampion, havingloft his chin, and one of his
cheeks, by a fingle ftroke from lhu.ﬂ..m Midlang, only re-
Hetted how he fhould be received, when thus maimed and
disfigured, by the Daniflh ;Juls He inftantly exclaimed in a
tone of favage gallantry, * The Danifh virgins will not now
« willingly or ea fily E“L me kiffes, if 1 thould perhaps return

< home*”* But there is an ode, in the Kn¥TLINGA-3AGA,
written by Harald the Variant, which is profefledly a fong
of chivalry; and which, exclufive of its wild fpirit of ad-
venture, and its images of favage life, has the romantic air
of a fet of ftanzas, compofed by a Provencial troubadour.
Harald, appéars to have been one of the moft eminent ad-
venturers of his age. He had killed the King of Drontheim
in a bloody engagement. He had traverfed tlll the feas, and
vifited all the mcll_l'h, of the north; and had carried his pira-
tical enterprifes even as far as the Mediterranean, and the
fhores of Africa. He was at length taken pi rifoner,. and de-
tained for fome time at Conftantinople. He complains in
this ode, that the reputation he had acquired by fo many
hazardous exploits, by his fkill in lingls combat, riding;
fw I:im'mg:, gliding along the ice, darting, rowing, and
guiding a fhip through the s'{;;‘las, had not been able to
make any impreflion on -"I]'i'liﬂ', or Elifabeth, the beautiful
daughter of Jarilas, king of 1'\1!1‘!1‘L z

Here, however, chi :a.;'j,-' fubfifted but in its: rudiments.
Under the feudal eftablithments, which were foon afterwards
erected in Europe, it received new vigour, and was invefted
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LS. 13 T4 1623 k& Chron, Norveg. p. 136 1 Bartholin, p. 54
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with the formalities of a regular inftitution. The nature
and circumiftances of that peculiar model of government, were
highly favourable to this ftrange {pirit of fantaftic heroifm;
which, however unmeaning and ridiculous it may {eem, had
the moft ferious and falutary confequences in aflifting the gene-
ral growth of refinement, and the progreflion of civilifation, in
forming the manners of Europe, in -inculcating the prin-
ciples of honour, and in teaching modes of decorum. The
genius of the feudal policy was perfeCtly martial. A nu-
merous nobility, formed into feparate principalitics, affeCting
independence, and mutually jealous of their privileges and
honours, neceffarily lived in a ftate of hoftility, This fitua-
tion rendered perfonal ftrength and courage the moit requi-
fite and eflential accomplithments. And hence, even in time
of peace, they had no coneeption of any diverfions or public
ceremonies, but fuch as were of the military kind. Yet, as
the courts of thefe petty princes were thronged with ladies
of the moft eminent diftinttion and quality, the ruling
paffion for war was tempered with courtely. The prize of
contending champions was adjudged by the ladies ; who did
not think it inconfiftent to be prefent or to prefide at the
bleody f{pectacles of the times; and who, themfelves, feem
to have contrated an unnatural and unbecoming ferocity,
while they foftened the manners of thofe valorous knights
who fought for their approbation. The high notions of a
noble defcent, which arofe from the condition of the feudal
conftitution, and the ambition of forming an alliance with
powerful and opulent families, cherifhed this romantic
{yftem. It was hard to obtain the fair feudatary, who was
the objeft of univerfal adoration. Not only the {plendor of
birth, but the magnificent caftle furrounded with embattelled
walls, guarded with mafly towers, and crowned with lofty
pinnacles, ferved to inflame the imagination, and to create
an attachment to fome illuftrious heirefs, whofe point of
honour it was to be chafte and inacceffible. And the diffi-

culty
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eulty of fuccefs on thefe occafions, feems in great meafure
to have given rife to that fentimental love of tomance,
which acquiefced in a diftant refpeétful admiration, and
did not afpire to poffeflion. The want of an uniform
adminiftration of juftice, the general diforder, and ftate
of univerfal anarchy, which naturally fprung from the
principles of the feudal policy, prefented perpetual oppor-
tunities of checking the oppreflions of arbitrary lords, of
delivering captives 111}1111011{1*.' detained in the baronial MHU.
of pumﬂhng robbers, of fuccouring the diftrefled, and of
avenging the impotent and the unarmed, who were every
moment expofed to the moft licentious infults and injuries.
The violence and injuftice of the times gave birth to valour
and humanity. Thefe afts conferred a luftre and an im-
portance on the charalter of men 115'otmung arms, who
made force the fubftitute of law, In the mean time, the
crufades, fo pregnant with enterprize, heightened the habits
of this warlike fanaticifm. And when thefe fofeign expedi-
tions. were ended, in which the hermits and pilgrims of
Paleftine had been defended, nothing remained to employ
the afhivity of adventurers but the proteftion of innocence
at home. Chivalry by degrees was confecrated by religion,
whofe authority tinétured every ‘paffion, and was engrafte d
intor every ir

o
o

titution, of the fuperftitious ages; a aind at len: gth
ecompofed that fing: :Lu picture of manners, in which tln.
love of a god and of the ladies were ltL('ﬂEEiLLL the faint
and the hero. were blended, and charity and revenge, zeal
and gallantry, devotion and valour, were united.

Thole who think that chivalry ftarted late, from the na-
ture of the feudal conftitution, confound an mmproved effeét
with a fimple caufex Not hwu‘ur diftinctly confidered all
the particularities belonging to the genius, manners, and
ufages of the Gothic tribes, “and accuftomed to contemplate
nations under the qcmni wdea of barbarians, they cannot
fook for the feeds of elegance amongft men, diftinguifhed

only
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only for their ignorance and their inhumanity. The rude
origin of this heroic gallantry was quickly overwhelmed
and extinguithed, by the fuperior pomp which it neceffarily
adopted from the gradual diffufion of opulence and civility,
and that blaze of {plendor with which it was {urrounded,
amid the magnificence of the feudal folemnities. But above
all, it was loft and forgotten in that higher degree of embcl-
lithment, which at length it began to receive from the repre-
{entations of romance.

From the foregoing obfervations taken together, the
following general and comprehenfive conclufion feems to
vefult.

Amid the gloom of fuperftition, in an age of the grofleft
ignorance and credulity, a tafte for the wonders of oriental
fiction was introduced by the Arabians into Europe, many

* countries of which were already feafoned to a reception of
its extravagancies, by means of the poetry of the Gothic
fealds, who perhaps originally derived their ideas from the
fame fruitful region of invention. Thefefictions, coinciding
with the reigning manners, and perpetually kept up and
improved i the tales of troubadours and minftrels, feem to
have centered about the eleventh century in the ideal hiftories
of Turpin and Geoffrey of Monmouth, which record the
fuppofititious atchievements of Charlémagne and king Arthur,
where they formed the ground-work of that fpecies of
fabulous narrative called romance. ' And from thefe be-
ginnings or caufes, afterwards enlarged and enriched by
kindred fancies fetched from the crufades, that fingular and
capricious mode of imagination arofe, which at length
compofed the marvellous machineries of the more fublime
Italian poets, and of their difciple Spender.

DISSER-
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