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LEARNING into ENGLAN D,

DI1SSERPBEAT IO N I,

HE irroption of the northern nations into the
weftern empire, about the beginning of the fourth
century, forms one of the moft interefting and im-
portant periods of modern hiftory. Europe, on this great
event, fuffered the moft memorable revolutions in its govern-
ment and manners; and from the moft flourithing ftate of
peace and civility, became on a fudden, and for the {pace of
two centuries, the theatre of the moft deplorable devaftation
and diforder. But among the difafters introduced by thefe
irrefiftible barbarians, the moft calamitous feems to have been
the deftruétion of thofe arts which the Romans ftill conti-
nued fo fuccefsfully to cultivate in their capital, and which
they had univerfally communicated to their conquered pro-
vinces. Towards the clofe of the fifth century, very few
traces of the Roman policy, jurifprudence, fciences, and li-
a terature
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DISSERTATION IL
' terature, remained. Some faint fparks of knowledge were
kept alive in the monafteries ; and letters and the liberal arts

; were happily preferved from a total extintion during the
i confufions of the Gothic invaders, by that {lender degree of

' culture and protection which they received from the prelates
of the church, and the religious communities.

But notwithftanding ‘the famous academy of Rome® with
other literary feminaries had been deftroyed by Alaric in the
fourth century ; yet Theodoric the fecond, king of the
Oftrogoths, a plous and humane prince, reftored in {fome
degree the ftudy of letters in that city, and encouraged the
purfuits of thofe {cholars who furvived this great and general
defolation of learning *. He adopted into his fervice Boe-
thius, the moft learned and almoft only Latin philofopher of
that period. Cafliodorus, another eminent Roman {cholar,
was Theodoric’s grand fecretary: who retiring into a mo-
naftery in Calabria, paffed his old age in colleting books,
and practifing mechanical expermments®, He was the author
of many valuable pieces which ftill remain®. He wrote with
little elegance, but he was the firft that ever digefted a feries
of reyal charts .or inftruments; a monument of fingular
utility to the hiftorian, and which has ferved to throw the

4 Theodoflas “the younger, in. the
YERE AZR, founded an .';r;aﬁcm_',' at Con-
#aritinople, which he Furnifhed 'with alle
profellors sof. every feience, intending -it
as 3 rival mflitanon “to that “at Rome.
Gianon. Hift I, 1. ch. vi. detoa. A
roble ]ibr;lr)-‘ had been eftablithed at Con-
ftantinople by Conftantins and Valens be-
fore the year 380, the coftody of which
was commiteed to four Greelk and three
Latin antiquaries-or curators. Trcontined
ﬁx:y thowland volumes, ZFonams relates,
that among other trealimes in this libr:zry,
there’ was - roll ‘one hundred' feetlong,
ade of-a -drapon’s putt or intefling, ‘on
which Homer's Hiad and Odyfley were
visittenin goldenletters. Bee Bibl. Hiltgr,

Litezar.cbeleft. Lo, Tenz, 375d, o 364s
]"u|__ Literature Hourtthed in the edftern
empire, while the widhern was depoptilated
by the Gaothss and'for many centuries af-
terwards, “The Tutks déftroyed one hun-
drediand ‘twenty thoufand  volumes, d-fup-
pole in the impesial Library, awhen they
facked Conftantimople in the year 1454.
Hop. De Gree.dusvars. ii. 1.p. 192,

b He died A. D. :‘26_ See Cafliodor.
Epit. libi1. 3g. 'See -alfo ‘Fanc. dein-
erii et decrep.  Laun, -Linguz - Sencétut,
cap. ii. p. B1.

<Func. ut dupr, =il p.471. i p.
Ay -
)}-E Cave. Smeul. Eutych, Hilt Lit.p. 391.

moft



DISSERTATION II.

moft authentic jlluftration on the public tranfaftions and
legal conftitutions of thofe times, Theodoric's patronage of
learning 1s applauded by Claudian, and Sidenius Apollinaris,
Many other Gothic kings were equally attached to the works
of peace ; and are not lefs confpicuous for their juftice; pru-
dence, and temperance, than for their fortitude and magna-
nimity. Some of them were diligent in colletting the feat-
tered remains of the Roman inftitutes, and conftruting a
regular code of jurifprudence *, It is J:i_:;h]y probable; that
thofe Goths who became mafters of Rome, fooner acquired
ideas of civility, from the opportunity which that city above
all others afforded them. of feeing the felicities of polifhed
life,  of obferving the conveniencies arifing from  political
cconomy, of mixing with. characters refpetable for prudence
and learning, and of employing in their counfels men of fupe-
rior wifdom, whofe inftruétion and advice they found it their
intereft to follow. But perhaps thefe northern adventurers,
at leaft their princes and leaders, were not even at their firlt
migrations into the fouth, fo totally favage and uncivilifed
as we are commonly apt to fuppefe. '« Their enemies have
been their hiftorians, who naturally painted thefe violent
difturbers of the general repofe in the warmeft colours. It
is not ealy to conceive, that the fuccefs of their amazing cn-
terprizes was merely the effe® of numbers and tumultuary
depredation: nor can I be perfuaded, that the lafting and
flourifhing governments which they eftablithed in various
parts of Europe, could have been framed by brutal force
alone, and the blind efforts of unreflefting favages. Superior
ftrength and courage muft have contributed in a confider-
able degree to their rapid and extenfive conquefts; but at
the fame time, fuch mighty atchievements could not have
been planned and executed without fome extraordinary vigour
of mind, uniform principles of conduct, and no common
talents of political fagacity.
¥ Gianon. HIft. Nap. iif. &3
a2 Although
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Although thefe commotions muft have been particularly
mnfavourable to the more clegant literature, yet Latin
poetry, from a concurrence of caufes, had for fome time
begun to relapfe into barbarifm. From the growing encreafe
of chriftianity, it was deprived of its old fabulous embel-
lithments, and chicfly employed in compofing ecclefiaftical
hymns. Amid thefe impediments however, and the neceflary
degeneration of tafte and ftyle, a few pocts fupported the
charaéter of the Roman mufe with tolerable dignity, during
the decline of the Roman empire. Thefle were Aufonius,
Paulinus, Sidonius, Sedulius, | Arater; Juvencus, Profper,
and Fortunatus. With the laft, who flourithed at the be-
ginning of the fixth century, and was bifhop of Poitiers, the
Roman poetry is fuppofed to have expired.

In the fixth century Europe began to recover {ome degree
of tranquillity, Many barbarous countries during this pe-
riod, particularly the inhabitants of Germany, of Friefland,
and other northern nations, were converted to the chriftian
faith®, The religious controverfies which at this time d-
vided the Greek and Latin churches, roufed the minds of
men to literary enquiries. Thefe difputes in fome meafure
called forth abilities which othérwife would have been un-
known and unemployed ; and, together with the fubtletics
of argumentation, infenfibly taught the graces of ftyle, and
the habits of compofition. Many of the popes werc perfons
of diftinguiflied talents, and promoted ufeful knowledge no
lefs by example than authority. Political union was by
degrees eftablithed ; and regular fyltems of government,
which alone can enfure perfonal fecurity, arofe in the
various provinces of Europe occupied by the Gothie tribes.
The Saxons had taken pofleflion of Britain, the Franks be-
came maiters of Gaul, the Huns of Pannonia, the Goths of

& Cave. Sigcal. Monoth. p. 440,
Spain,



DISSERTATION 1L

C-p’un and the Lombards of Italy. Hence leifure and re-
pofe diffufed a mildnefs m'-' manners, and introduced the
arts of peace ; and, awakening the human mind to a con-
fcioufnefs of its powers, directed its faculties to their proper
objetts.
1:1 the mean time, no fmall obftruétion to the propagation
- rather revival of letters, was the pmu_wY of valuable books.
"Ihe libraries, particularly thofe of Italy; which abounded
in numerous and ineftimable treafures of literature, were
every where deftroyed by the precipitate rage and undiftin-
guifhing violence of the northern armies. Towards the
clofe of the feventh century, even in the papal library at
Rome, the number of books was fo inconfiderable, that pope
Saint Martin requefted. Sanétamand bifhop of Maeftricht, if
p-;iuhl to fupply this defect from the remoteft parts of Ger-
many In the year 855, Lupus, abbot of Ferricres in
lmnc'l: {ent two of his monks to pope Benedict the third,
to beg a r,u}n of Crcero pE OraToRE, and QUINTILIANS
InsTiTuTES ', and fome other books: ¢ for, fays the abbot,

¢ Concil. Tom. xv. pag. z85. edit, Pa-
Tis, :"n.t

here

are

3
I:_H_n

Jun H .ﬂ-“l f'

John of Sal
. P[ﬂEL].l

II is quoted b
riter of the eleventl
1+ |u TaXe ds dec.

the year 1130 b tut al,
p- 381. AL D. Pog
an eminent u,Llanr of claflical lireratuore,
fays, that in the year 1446, he found a
mich more correlt copy u- Quintilian’s
Inftitutes than had beeny feen in Italy
almoft p I, he bottom of a
negletted tower of the monaftery of

»
ccus, and
umunarians,, and other
: red from ob-
al notice by
century. Fr.
ad Posy £,

Ti10.

us Venetus,
dat, Venet. 1417. 7 ]




n
=
g
&

DISSERTATION 1.

te al

although we' have part of thefe books, yet there is no
“ whele or complete copy of them in all France . Albert
abbot of Gemblours, who with incredible labour and immenfe
expence had colleéted an hundred volumes on theological
and fifty on profane fubjelts, imagined he had formed a
{plendid library *. About the year 790, Charlemagne granted
an unlimited right of hunting to the abbot and monks
of Sithiu, for making their gloves and girdles of the
fkins of the deer they killed, and covers for their books'.
We may imagine that thefe religious were more fond of
hunting than reading. It is certain that they were obliged
to hunt before they could read : and at leaft it is probable,
that under thefe circumftances, and of fuch materials, they
did not manufature many volumes. At the beginning of
the tenth century books were fo fcarce In Spain, that one
and the fame copy of the bible, Saint Jerom's Epiftles, and
fome volumes of ecclefiaftical offices and martyrologies, often
ferved feveral different monafteries . Among the conftitutions
given to the monks of England by archbifthop Lanfrane, in
the year 1072, the following injunétion occurs. At the
beginning of Lent, the librarian 1s ordered to deliver a book
to each of the religious : a whole year was allowed for the
perufal of this book: and at the returning Lent, thofe monks
who had neglefted to read the books they had refpetively
received, are commanded to proftrate themfelves before the

de Letteraii & Tralia, tom. ix. p. 178, X
- 417 And Leomard. Arenn. Epiik
b 1v. p- 160, Chascer mentions the
_;‘\rgomlu:i[;s of Valerius Flaccus, as 1 have
oblerved, Beer.iiil. p. 126, infr. Co-
lomefius affirms, that Silies Italicus, is one
of the claffics difcovered by Poggius in
the tower of the monaftery of Sant Gaul.
Ad Gyrald. de Poet. Dial. iv, p. 240. Bur
}"hi]]p;m Roffo, in his Ritirare of Rema
antica, mentions & very antient manufeript

of this poet brought from Spain into the
Vatican, having a piture of Hannibal, &
guale boggi fi ritrova milla preditta librariay
p. 83
! Murator. Antiq, Tral. 5ii. p. 835. And
an. ]Sp. ad Baron, ad an. 355. n. 8 G
10,

k Fleury. Hift. Eecl. 1. Iviii. c. 52.

! Mabillon. De Re Dipl. p. 611,

W Fleury, ubi fupr. 1. liv. c.54. Sew
other inftances in Hift. Lit. Fr. par Rel.
Benedit. vii. 3.

abbot,
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abbot, and to fupplicate his indulgence". This regulation
was partly occafioned by the low “frate of literature which
Lanfranc found in the Engli(h monafteries. But at the
fame time it was a matter of neceflity, and is in great mea-
fure to be referred to the fcarcity of copies of ufeful and
fuitable authors. In an inventory of the s;omi-i of John de
Pontiffara, bifhop of \hnchc,jm contained in his capital
palace of Wulvefey, all the books which ;11 pear arc nothing
more than ** E{}f).’{'p'fcﬂ"-.‘i.‘r.'.’.-'r F.‘.‘L‘."’L' librovum de div H‘,i’a," drieneiis °
This was in the year 12¢94. ‘The fame prelate, in the year
1299, borrows of his cathedral convent of St. Swithin at
Winchefter, Bisriam BENE GLessaTam, that is, the Bible,
with marginal Annotations, in twe large folio volumes: but
gives a bond for due return of the loan, drawn up with
great folemnity*. ‘This Bible had been bequeathed to the
convent the fame yedr by Pontiffara’s prec leceflor, bifhop Ni-
cholas de Ely: and in confideration of fo important a bequeft,
that is, “ pro dona Biblia dicti epifiopi bene glyfata,” and one
hundred marks in money, the monks founded a daily mafs
for the foul of the donor % When a fingle book was be-

® # Unufqui fque reddat librom qui ad

W t"LI'Ime ||.|J'| J.JI.U anno +l' rat COImImen -
“.datus: et gui cognoverat & non legide
¢ librum, que m recepit, pr tus t|||.3.L1n
 dicat, ct indulg Iterum li-
¢ brorum  cultos unicuique
“ librum  tribuat ad le

. See

termino
g J".lL lerit,

<

dum.

he order l:ut' [|.J.

incial chapter, De occupations mona- ]

.71. Reyner, Append. p. 129. o
Regilir. Por * 1'6 ‘vl‘w s
P €< Omiii

“* mu':ls vifuris vel inf]

*¢ dei gracia Wyntan
¢ domino, Moverit

A 1 | ]ur‘f_l 14
cujufcunque j
} quem pred

't ]-E"fl.'n..il
s duxerit ehigendum, quod
m exXeCuiones PEr oImnMnimo-
m compellere, quonfgus
fus Alius et fratribus fig

reftituta.

iffe a dileftis fil i;s noitri ) L1 srei teftimonium, figil
1 ecclefie noftre Wynton, snam  * Jum, &c. Dat, "}md Wolveleye, vi. Kal.
in dugbus voluminibos bene @ Maii, anno 1299, Repitlr. Pontiffar.
1, que. i !] quands fuit bone me- ut { |.||:1r f. 193,
“ morie domini Nicelal Wynton epifcopi 1 Ibid. £ 1g;

queathed
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queathed to a friend or relation, it was feldlom without many
reftrictions and ftipulations ‘. If any perfon gave a book to
a religious houfe, he believed that fo valuable a donation
merited eternal falvation, and he offéred it on the altar with
great ceremony. The moft formidable anathemas were pe-
remptorily denounced againft thofe who fhould dare to alien-
ate a book prefented to the cloifter or library of a religious
houfe. The prior and convent of Rochefter declare, that
they will every year pronounce the irrevocable fentence of
damnation on him who fhall purloin or conceal a Latin
tranilation of Ariftotle’s Puvsics, or even obliterate the
title’. Sometimes a book was given to a monaftery on con-
dition that the donor fhould have the ufe of it during his
life: and fometimes to a private perfon, with the refervation
that he who receives it fhould pray for the foul of his
benefactor. The gift of a book to Lincoln cathedral, by
bithop Repingdon, in the year 1422, occurs in this form and
under thefe curious circumitances. The memorial is written
in Latin, with the bifhop’s own hand, which I will give in
Englifh, at the beginning of Peter’s BREVIARY oF THE BIBLE.
<« ] Philip of Repyndon, late bifhop of Lincoln, give this
« book called Peter de Aureolis to the new library to be
¢« built within the church of Lincoln : referving the ufe and
¢ poffeflion of it to Richard Tryfely, clerk, canon and pre-
bendary of Miltoun, in fee, and to the term of his Iife:
and afterwards to be given up and reftored to the faid
library, or the keepers of the fame, for the time being,
faithfully and without delay. Written with my own
¢ hand, A. D. 1422 "> When a book was bought, the

-

£

3

=

-

Vritten at the end of Latin Fomelier on the
Canticles, MSS. RL‘E\_ 5 C. 111, 2 4 Brit.
Wuaf,
* MSS. Rep. 12 G. i,
* MSS. Reg, 8 G. fol. iii. Brit. Muf,

gat  eum
domini Joh

f

g aliquii
*< fin autem, ab uno preibytero @

affair

iF
A
il
#




DISSERTATION II.

affair was of fo much importance, that it was cuftomary to
aflemble perfons of confequence and character, and to make
a formal record that they were prefent on this occafion.

Among the royal manufcripts, in the book of the SENTENCES
of Peter Lombard, an archdeacon of Lincoln has left this
entry ®.  This book of the SenTences belongs to mafter
€ H:L:-bcrt, archdeacon of Lincoln, which he bought of Geot-
« frey the chaplain, brother of Henry vicar of Northelking-
¢ ton, mn the pr;_-ﬂr.r'-_c-: of mafter Robert de Lee, mafter
« John of Lirling, Richard of Luda, clerk, Richard the al-
« moner, the faid Henry the
« and the 1 1
¢ faint Ofwald, a

€ 1ranmt |5 i

£ Bardea
VENt of barden

ve the faid book to God and

n The difputed property of a book often
occafioned the moft violent altercations. Many claims apj
to have been made to a manufeript of Matthew Paris,
longing to the laft-mentioned library: m which John Rul-
fell, bifhop of Lincoln, thus conditionally defends or
explains his right of pofleflion. ¢ If this book can be proved
“ to be or to have been the property of the exempt monaftery
of faint Alban in the diocefe of Lincoln, I declar
« be my mind, that, in that cafe, I uft

« loan under favour of thole

¢ this to

it at prefent as

< {aid monaftery. Other

under: which this book came

that it fhall belong to the college
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the year 1225, Roger de Infula, dean of York, gave fc-
veral Latin . bibles to the umverfity of Ox fu1-1 with
a condition that the ftudents who pcm[cd them thould de-
pofit a cautionary pledge’. The hbrary of that Ll:al\.':_'|'[!I)"
before the year 1300, confifted only of a few trafts, chained
or kept in chefts in the choir of 5t. Mary’s church . In the
year 1327, the {cholars and. citizens of Ozxford affaulted
and entirely pillaged the opulent Benediétine -111’.30)’ of the
neighbouring town of Abingdon. Among the books they
‘uuml there, were one hundred pﬁluu, as many grayles,
and forty miffals, which undoubtedly belonged to the choir
of the church: but befides thefe, there were only twenty-
two copices, which I interpret books on common fubjeéts*

e
b

g
=
a

¥ Wood, Hift
}‘i col. 1. Irwas
on the .
pablic
haps {ome othtr P
bocas< fo depo
I \\.I-\l '.:

pages,
pledge. 1 '\ki.“ throw
ftances in this note. Ip ¢
Scropastican History, *“ Cauro 1500, e mentioned the hbrar
i Thoms “-‘v’:{hﬂurn excepta in Cilta de many monafterics below.  See alfowhat is

bibl |n.]
lfo . -
o Lib. L [.l ]3 B,

a few in-

1 ] Comm, da
eter Comeltor’s

edit. Lond.
s of

¢ Chichele, A. D. 1468, zo die menfl faid of the libra
“ Aupufli. Et eft liber M. Petri, - &c. SECT.iX. p.
L X jncct pro xxXvis. viug Mufl, Brit. in Londan w
MSS. Reg. 2 C. fol. i, In aP TER y
cum glofla, ““A.D. 1326, lfte Liber |n1-
*< pignoratur  Mag. J uL"(J de 1]
 canonico §. Pawli London, perf P
o« Willielmum de Rokefle de ordine et con- which were filled with l;ccuxb .L,“] »J:"r [{.
i ventn Praxdi i I,IE:IILL'HI.H:J, pro XX s. RLNF}[‘ Libr. et Jocal. omn an in monaft.

WY l"1.J'Cm '|n 1rs,

“ quem idem ielmus recepit mu- 5. Mar. de pratis prope Leceftria
cobo ad opus predicti BJL‘ Bodl. Laud. 1. 75. fol. membr. See
foly L.nl;-:-.s in \lu.mdc': 15, Mi-= t. 139 There 15 an account r-Jr' ti‘lt‘

me venoura, Condenaiar guia of Dover priory, MSS. BiblL . Arch.
» g 3

. vil, fol. In BL.nn‘rus B. 24 Lel fays, that rlu, !mrﬂn of

rCawTICERS, ¥ Cap- Norwich priory wus “ bonis refer [|I31 ma

Iv I.I\ g l]”IrnJ[' cifte de % Lbris.” er: L }’]jt P. 247
emb. A, TP 1401, Laland’s account of St. Auflin's Ii
. Thid. 6 ' C.ix. Thefe Canterbury, ibid. p, 299, (,gnu_m
p.ulm:., ameng othe rgﬂmc-lnr* ﬁw- the which, compare Liler Thoma Spre

¢ tig 'l'hr.amc
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And although the invention of paper, at the clofe of the ele-
venth century, contributed to multiply manufcripts, and con-
fequently to facilitate knowledge, yet even folate as the reign
of our Henry the fixth, I have difcovered the following re-
markable inftance of the inconveniencies and impediments

to ftudy, which muft have been produced by a fcarcity of

books. It is in the ftatutes of St. Mary’s college at Oxford,
founded as a feminary to Ofeney abbey in the year 1446.
“ Let no fcholar occupy a book in the library above one
* hour, or two hours at moft; {o that others fhall be hin-

& The famous library

¢ dered from the ufe of the fame
eftablifhed in the univerfity of Oxford, by that munificent
patron of literature Humphrey duke of Gloucefter, contained
only fix hundred volumes *. About the commencement of
the fourteenth century, there were only four claffics in the
royal library atParis. ‘Thefe were onc copy of Cicero, Ovid,
Lucan, and Boethius. The reft were chiefly books of devo-
tion, which included but few of the fathers : many treatifes
of aftrology, geomancy, chiromancy, and medicine, originally
written in Arabic, and tranflated into Latin or French :
pandefts, chronicles, and romances. This colleftion was
principally made by Charles the fifth, who began his reign

=
I thiE note to add,

b intended ali-

MSS.

DOLLON

Bl C

10T

a R AR
moft m

Oxon.
& W
Wils not

p- 50. col. 1.

40 <ol i It
r 1480, Ibid.

2 in
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|
in 1365. This monarch was paffionately fond of reading,
=y prefents of books from

it was the fathion to {end

ce. Thele he ordered to
nd richlyilluminated ; and he placed
them in a tower of the Louvre, from thence called, /g foure
: de la libraire.  The whole confifted of nine hundred volumes.

be elegantly tranicribed, a

They were depofited in three chambers ; which, on this oe-
cafion, were wainfcotted with Irifh oak, .lllll cicled with
cyprefs curioully carved. The windows were of painted
glafs, fenced with iron bars and copper wire. The Englifh
became mafters of Paris in the year 1425. On which event
duke of Bedford, regent of France, fent this whole li-
7, then confifting of only eight hundred and fifty-three
aind valued at two thoufand two hundred
, into England ; where perhaps they became the
ground-work of duke Hum ohrey’s library JuIr mentioned *

the

'\'l_l]l u

1€5

three liv

and twenty-
-

Even fo late as the year 1471, when |_,ULl.b the  eleve

of I-‘!':.._;‘c_’uul‘[':m‘a:c‘t the works of the Arabian ]121'_-;!}-;-';;;3
Rhafis, from the faculty of medicine at Paris, he not only
dei ln"-..u‘; I'uy way of pledge a quantity of valuable plate, but

was obliged to procure a nobleman to joun with him as

o
furety in a deed’, by which he bound himfelf to ret

under a confiderable forfeiture .. The exceflive !J!-]g-g;:; of

books in the middle ages, afford numerous and curious
p]-{mr}.. I will mention a few only. In the year I 174, Wal-
ter p]"icar' of 5t. Swithin's at Winchefter, afterwards elected
abbot of W ui’m-ml-u a writer 1n Latin of the lives of the
b']ﬂmi]:; who were his patrens - purchafed of the monks of

e See M. Boivin, Mem. Lat. 11,
4to. Who fays, that L|lL rege
to his ‘b

f See Bury's I’|11
at large below,

ITELON, Me
o CommERICa
ap. xix.

Charles "V, \'Dl. I

a riL'H L(Il;:\ [lr a trar
to French, which had been prefented
to the king of France,

rd and Henry de Blois,
1u|h{p of ‘-’\J: chefter.

Dorchefter
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in purfuit of thele anecdotes, I a

Winton
:"'f""l.. n

qu

o (R ¥ B L
{es executours de-le rend

Oxon. B L
MSS. gD i, I
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DISSERTATIOQN iL.

imperceptibly feduced into later periods, or rather am
deviating from my fubject.

After the calamities which the ftate of literature fuftained
in confequence of the incurfions of the northern nations,
the firft reftorers of the antient philofophical fciences in
Europe, the ftudy of which, by opening the faculties and
extending the views of mankind, gradually led the way to
other parts of learning, were the Arabians. In the beginning
of the cighth century, this wonderful people, equally fa-
mous for their conquefts and their love of letters, in ravaging
the Afiatic provinces, found many Greek books, which they
read with infinite avidity: and fuch was the gratification
they received from this fortunate acquifition, and fo power-
fully their curiofity was excited to make further difcoveries
in this new field of knowleédge, that they requefted their ca-
liphs to procure from the emperor at Conftantinople the beft
Greek writers, Thefe they carefully tranflated into Arabic *.
But every part of the Grecian literature did not equally
gratify their tafte. ‘The Greek poetry they rejected, becaufe
it inculeated polytheifm and idelatry, which were inconfiftent
with their religion. Or perhaps it was too cold and too
correct for their extravagant and romantic conceptions ',
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Therefore no other Greek books engaged their dttention but
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fical knowledge. Mathematics coin '
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ir fpeculative penius, thitir love of tracing i
and abftr: m:d truths, and ‘their ambiti of il
for c’.;i:ma!t and remote refearches. Phyfics, in which I in-
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Dl 5 S ERCT- A T ON I1.

and Hippocrates, with unremitted ardour and affiduity : they
tranflated their writings into the Arabic tongue®, and by
degrees illuftrated them with voluminous commentaries *
Thefe Arabic tranflations of the Greek philofophers produced
new treatifes of their own, particularly in medicine and me-
taphyfics. They continued to extend their conquefts, and
their frequent incurfions into Europe before and after the
ninth century, and their abfolute eftablifhment in Spain,
imported the rudiments of ufeful knowledge into nations in-
volved in the grofleft ignorance, and unpoffeffed of ' the
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DISSERTATION I.

means “of inftruétion. They founded univerfities in many
cities of Spain and Africa’. They hmutfht with them their
books, which Charlemagne, emperor of France and Ger-
many, commanded to be tranflated from Arabic into Latin *

and which, by the care and encouragement of that liberal
prince, ln_-ing quickly difleminated over his extenfive domi-
nions, foon became familiar to the weftern world. Hence it
1s, that we find our early Latin authors of the dark ages
chiefly employed in writing fyftems of the moft abftrufe
fciences : and from thefe beginnings the Ariftotelic philofo-
phy acquired fuch eftablithment and authority, that from
long prefcription it remains to this day the facred and un-
controverted doétrine of our fehools . From this fountain
the infatuations of aftrology took pofieflion of the middle
ages, and were continued even to modern times. To the
puulnr genius of this people it is cmmg, that chemiftry
became blended with fo many extravagancies, obfcured with
unintelligible jargon, and filled with fantaftic notions, myite-

* See Hotting. Hift. Ecck Swc. ix. fe@.  lofophy muft ha
ii. lit. Gpg. According to the belt writers  the weltern fchy
3 hiftory , the Arabians had made tranflations of
ces on the coalls communicating h
with Spain, ! mean in Africa, about the
y l::f Chrift 6-}‘ And they became ac-
tually mafters of Spain itfelf in the year

712.5ec Mod, Univ. Hift. vol. ii. p. 168,
3 g- edit. 1759, It may be obferved, that
v became part of the domisien o}" the
racens, within rxw years after Maho-
met's death, and in th;:, eventh century,
together with almoft all Afia and Afi
U'hr part of Greece and the lefler 41||-1
then remained to the Grecian _empire at
Conftantiniople. Conring, o
L‘ﬂ'—.“'l‘( =yl P. 101. €
See alfo, Unaiv. Hiit. fupr.
* Cofpinian. de Cxfarib. p. 419,
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DISSERTATION iI.

rious pretenfions, and fuperflitious operations. And it is
eafy to conceive, that among thefe vifionary philofophers,
fo fertile in fpeculation, logic, and metaphyfics, contralted
much of that refinement and perplexity, which for fo many
centuries exercifed the genius of profound reafoners and
captious difputants, and {o long obftructed the progrefs of
true knowledge. It may perhaps be regretted, in the mean
time, that this predilection of the Arabian {cholars for phi-
lofophic enquiries, prevented them from importing into
Europe a literature of another kind. But rude and barba-
rous nations would net have been polithed by the hiftory,
poetry, and oratory of the Greeks. Although capable of
comprehending the folid truths of many parts of fcience,
they are unprepared to be impreffed with ideas of elegance,
and to relifh works of tafte. Men muft be inftructed before
they can be refined ; and, in the gradations of knowledge,
polite literature doesnot take place till fome progrefs has firft
been made in philofophy. Yet it is at the fame time probable,
that the Arabians, among their literary ftores, brought into
Spainand Italy many Greekauthors not of the fcientific fpecies”:

B 5515 -

oIt muft not be forgot, that they tran-
ffated Ariftotle’s Pogrics, There is ex-
tant *¢ Averroys Summa in Ariftotelis poe-
“ trigmn ex Arabico fermone in Latinum
it gradofta ab Heérmano Alemanno ;3 Pre-
* mictitur determinatio Ibinrofdin in poe-
“ tria Ariftotelis. Venet.. 1515." There is
a tranilavion of the Poetics into Arabic
by Abou Mufchar Metta, entitled, Azo-
Fixa. See Herbel. Bibl. Oriental. p. 18.
col. 2. p. 971 b. p. 40.col. 2. p. 337. rol.
a. Farabi, who ltudied at Bagdad about the
year 430, ohe of the tranflator’s of Ari-
fotle’s AxavyTics, wiote fixty boaks on:
that philofopher’s Rhetoric ; declaring thas
he had read it over two hondred fimes, and
et was equally defirous of reading it again.
il':lhric. Bibl. Gr. xiii. 265. Herbelot men-
tions Ariftotle’s Moravs, tranflated by
Honzin. Bibl. Oriental. p. g63. 2. See
alfo pu 971.8. 673 P- 974- b. Comprre

Mofheim, Hilk: chi. i. p. 217.288. Note C,.
E. 2. ch. 1. Averroys alfo paraphrafed
Ariftotle’s Rueroric. There are alic
tranflations into Arabic of Ariftotle’s
Avar¥Tics, and his treatife of In-
TERFRETATION. The frit they called
AwarvuTHica, and the fecond, Bar:
Apmenias. But Ariftotle’s logic, meta-
phyfics, and phyfics Elﬁaftd them - moit ;
particularly the eight books of his phyfics,
which exhibit a general view of that fience,,
Some of our countrymen were trandators of.
thefe Arabic books into Latin, Athelard,
g monk of Bath, tranflated the Arabic Eu-
clid into Latin, about yooo. Leland. Script.
Brit, p. zo0. There are fome manoferipes
ofit in the Bodleian library, and elfewhere.
But the moft beantiful amir elegant copy I
have feen is on vellom, in 'I‘]mity cuﬂegc-
libzary at Oxford.  Cod. MSS. Num. 10,

the




DISSERTATION i5 |

and that the migration of this people into the weftern world,
while it proved the fortunate inftrument of introducing into
Europe fome of the Greek claffics at a very early period, was
moreover a means of preferving thofe genuine models of
compofition, and of tranfmitting them to the prefent gene-
ration *, It is certain, that about the clofe of the ninth cerni-
tury, polite letters, together with the fciences, began in
fome degree to be ftudied in Italy, France, and Germany.
Charlemagne, whofe munificence and aélivity in propagating
the Arabian literature has already been mentioned, founded
the univerfities of Bononia, Pavia, Paris, and Ofnaburgh.
Charles the Bald feconded the falutary endeavours of Char-
lemagne. Lothaire, the brother of the latter, erefted fchools
in the eight principal cities of Italy ™. The number of mo-
nafteries and collegiate churches in thofe countries was daily
encreafing *: in which the youth, as a preparation to the

® See what I have faid concerning the  riof. Frascon. P.x. p. 716. {eq. 60, And
deftruétion of many Greek clafis ar Con-  Hifk. Lit, Franc. tom, iv. gto. p. 233.
ftantinople, in the Preface to Theocritus, Compare Laun. ¢ iv, p: 30. Eginhart
Oxon. 1770, tom. i. Prefar. p.xiv. xv,  mentions his private library. Vit. Car
To which T will add, that fo early asthe.  Map. p. 41. a. edit. 1565. He even
fourth century, the chriftian priefts did founded a library at Jerufalem; for the ufe
nall in rature rp of thoft I whe vifitad the
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DISSERTATION IL

ftudy of the facred feriptures, were exercifed in reading pro-
fane authors, together with the antient doftors of the

church, and habituated to a Latin ftyle.

The monks of

Caffino in Italy were diftinguifhed before the year 1ooco, not
only for their knowledge of the fciences, but their attention
to polite learning, and an acquaintance with the claflics.
Their learned abbot Defiderius collefted the beft of the Greek

and Roman wnrers.

This fraternity’ not only compofed

Jearned treatifes in mufic, logic, aftronomy, and the Vitravian
architeture, but likewife employed a portion of their time
in tranfcribing Tacitus 7, Jornandes, Jofephus, Ovid's Fafti,
Cicero, Seneca, Donatus the grammarian, Virgil, Theocritus,

and Homer *.

¥ Liphus fays, that Leo the tenth give
five hundred pieces of pold for the five firlt
books of Tacitus's Annals, to- the monks
of a convent in Saxony. This Lipfius calls

the refurreftion of Tacitos o life. Ad

Annal. Tadt. lib. ii. ¢. g. At the end of

the edition of Tacitus, publifhed onder
Leo"s patronage by Beroaldus in 1513,
this edift is printed, * Nomine Leonts X
“ propofita funt premia non ioeri
‘4 quiad eum librosveteres neque haétenus
U editos adrolerint.'”

% Chron. Caflin, Monaft. lib. 3. e 35
I"r-ggius Florentines found a Strarace-
uaTa of Frontinus, about the year 1420,
in- this monaftery.  MabiMon. Mufi Ital.
1.1 133: WI:[::uﬁ'r'rpta of the follow-
ics now in the Harleian colleétion,

Bor
Ingr

appear to have been written between the
A

exghth and tenth centuries inclu . Two
copies of Terence, Brit. Muf. MSS. Harl.
tbp0. z750. Cicero’s Paradoxa Stoico-
ft hook De Natora Deoram,
s sgainft Cataline,, De Oratore,
¢ Invenuione Rhetorica; Ad Heren-

2022, 2716 2623 And
il les, with others of his works, n.
26 1 b"n(-utnflht' Aineid, n. 2772
Livy, n. 267z, Lucius: Floris, n. 2620,

Qvid’s Metamorphofes and Fafli, n. 2737

L

Quintiliam, mn. 2664, Horace, the Odes
excepted, n. 2725,  Many of ‘the fame
and other claflic authors occur in the Britifk
Mufenm, written in the twelfth and thir-
teenth centuries. Seen. 5443 36-_:!5. 24754

2624 2801, 2668, 2533, 2770. 2402
: z654. 2664. 2728. 5534
5412, 3. 5304 2633-

b s
5. - Ong of the-
o. And three
5 th, n. 2608, 2636,
266¢.  Plantus’s Comedies are among
the royal manuferipts, written in the
tenth, 1¢ C. xi. § And fome parts of
Tully in"the fame, ibid. 1. Suetonius, 15
C. iv. 1. Hor ; ]
and Satives, with
B. vii

1]!I_' Ill'.'-"_]'n

X
old, oneof

in its proper place, having vifited
Rome and Jerufalem, retired for fome time
to this monaftery, about the year 730. Vit,
Williboldi, Cidnif. Antig. Left. xv. 6g3

And Panral. de Vir. INu “P. 263
And Birinus, who came ipto ,J.glr.d from
Rome aboat the ot L‘.e:ﬁqn of
converting the Saxons, with him
one Benedift, a monk of Caffino, whom
he placed over the monks or church of
Winchefler. Wharton, Angl, Sacr. i, 190.
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DISSERTATION 1L,

In the mean time England fhared thefe improvements in
knowledge : ;and literature, chiefly derived from the fame
fources, was communicated to our Saxon ancefters about the
beginning of the eighth century °. The Anglo-8axons were
converted to chriftianity about the year g7o. Inconfequence
of this gvent, they foon acquired civility and learning. Hence
they neceflarily eftablithed a communication with Rome,
and acquired a familiarity with the Latin language.. During
this period, it.was the prevailing praétice among the Saxons,
.ot only of the clergy but of the better fort of laity, to
make a voyage to Rome®., It is natural to imagine with
what ardour the new converts vifited the holy fee, which
at the fame time was fortunately the capital of literature.
While they gratified their devotion, undefignedly and im-
perceptibly they became acquainted with ufeful feience.

In return, Rome fent her emiffaries into Britain. Theo-
dore, a monk of Rome, originally a Greek prieft, a native of
Tarfus in Cilicia, was confecrated archbithop of Canter-
bury, and fent into England by pope Vitellian, in the year
688 *. He was fkilled in the metrical art, aftronomy, arith-
metic, church-mufic, and the Greek and Latin languages”.
The new prelate brought with him a large library, as it was
called and efteemed, confifting of numerous Greek and Latin
authors ; among which were Homer in a large volume,
written on paper with molt exquifite elegance, the homi-
lies of {aint Chryfoftom on pl;'::hmunt. the p[hlt{::', and Jo-
fephus’s Hypomnefticon; all in Greek *. . Theodore was ac-

p. .33%'
i multt Anglorom
biles viri et fie- “ de eoram
,» divini nominis o eamque i

LI |
e, duces et pri
nEto, - Romam venire confueverant.” qua nati f
Bede, De Tewme. Apud Leland, ciTs
Brit. Ciorrripue.
rchington, dpud Wharton, Angl.  barde’s Per

in
ibid,

NEe I.II'CI

ker, ut fupr. p. 8o. Seealfo Lam-
mb. Kent, p. 233. A tranferipe

b Lave, Haft. Lit, p- 464. Par- of the Jofephus goo years old was ;:;'[-run s 5
k Antinuirat. HI'JI.\E:I. 53 the public library at C;zn}!;:idg-e. by the
o T Hed. Fft, Ecclefiaft, Gent. _-"_|.gl_ v, a:':hbj[{;.g?_ See Fabric, Bibl. Gr. x. fas 8
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DISSERTATION II.

i eompanied into England by Adrian, a Neapolitan monlk, and

a native of Africa, who was equally fkilled in facred and
f{fh profane learning, and at the fame time appointed by the pope
| to the abbacy of faint Auftin’s at Canterbury. Bede informs
i us, that Adrian requefted pope Vitellian to confer the arch-
bifhoprick on Theodore, and that the pope confented on
condition that Adrian, “who had been fawice in France, and
¢ on that account was better acquainted with the nature and
<« difficulties of fo long a journey,” would cdnduc¢t Theo-
dore into Britain ", They were both efcorted to the city of
Canterbury by Benediét Bifcop, a native of Northumber-
land, and a monk, who had formerly been acquainted with
them in a vifit which he made to Rome'. Beneditt feems
| at this time to have been one of the moft diftinguifhed of
i the Saxon ecclefiaftics: availing himfelf of the arrival of thefe
two learned ftrangers, under their direftion and afliftance,
he procured workmen from France, and built the monaftery
of Weremouth i Northumberland. The church he con-
firuéted of ftone, after the manner of the Roman architec-
ture; and adorned its walls and roof with pictures, which
he purchafed at Rome, reprefenting among other facred fub-
jeéts the Virgin Mary, the twelve apoftles, the evangelical
hiftory, and the vifions of the Apocalypfe *. The windows
were glazed by artifts brought from France. But I mention
this foundation to introduce an anecdote much to our pur-

el -,

__,1'

" Bed. Hilk Becl. v, 1. “Etobidma- fing. Bed. Hift. Fecl iv. 18, He like-

“ jorem notitiam hujus itineris, &c.”

1 See Math, Weltmon, fub. an, 703.
Eel. Script. Brit. p. 10g.

® See Bede, Hilt. Abbat. Wiremuth, p.
2g5. 297. edit, Cantab. In one of his
expeditions to Rome, be brought over
John, arch-chantor of St. Peter’s at Rome,
who introduced the Roman method of fing-
i . Bed. ibid, p. 295. He taught
of Bencdift’s abbey ; and all
the fingers of the monaiteries of that pro-
vince came from varius parts to hear him

wife brought over from Rome two filken
palls of exquifite. workmanihip, with
which he afterwards purchafed of king
Aldfrid, fucceffor of Elfrid, two pieces of
land for his monaftery. Bed. Vit. Abb. ut
fupr. p. zg7. Bale cenfures Benedit for
being the firlt who mtroduced into England
_Fain'.t.'rs. plaficrs, et id genns alisy av vo-
LUPTATEM artifices. Cent, i, 82, This
15 the Janpuage of a PURITAN in Live, as
well as in Religion.

pofe.




DISSERTATION 1.

pofe. Benedit added to his monaftery an ample library,
which he ftored with Greeck and Latin volumes, imported
by himfelf from Italy'. Bede has thought it a matter
worthy to be recorded, that Ceolfrid, his fucceflor in the
government of Weremouth-abbey, augmented this collection
with three volumes of pandeéts, and a book. of cofmography
wonderfully enriched with curious workmanthip, and bought
at Rome™ The example of the pious Benedift was 1mme-
diately followed by Acca bithop of Hexham in the fame pro-
vince : who having finifhed his cathedral church by the help
of architetts, mafons, and glafiers hired in Italy, adorned it,
according to Leland, with a valuable library of Greek and
Latin authors". But Bede, Acca’s cotemporary, relates, that
this library was entirely compofed of the hiftories of thofe
apoftles and martyrs to whofe relics he had dedicated fe-
veral altars in his church, and other ecclefiaftical treatifes,
which he had colleéted with infinite labour®. Bede however
calls it a moft copious and noble library *. Nor is it foreign
te our purpofe to add, that Acca invited from Kent into
Northumberland, and retained in his fervice during the
fpace of twelve years, a celebrated chantor named Maban -
by the affiftance of whofe inftruétions and fuperintendance he
not only regulated the church mufic of his diocefe, but in-
troduced the ufe of many Latin hymns hitherto unknown
in the northern churches of England®. It appears that be-

! Lel. ubi fupr. 110,

o Bede, Hift. Abbat. Wiremuth. p. 2g9.

OP' Bed. edit. Cantab.
2 Lel., ibid p. 108,

gar's reign, gave an organ to the abbey-
church of Malmefbury ; which he deftribes
to have been like chofe in uik at prefent.
*¢ Organa, uhi per mreas Aftulas muficis

¢ Bed. HiRt. v. z1.

P Hilt.v. ¢, 30,

4 Bed. Hift. Eccl. v. ¢, 21.  Maban had
been taught to fing in Kent. by the fuccef-
bors of the difriples of faint Gregory.
Compare Bed. iv. 2. I we may believe
William of Malmefbury, who wrote about
#ie year 1120, they had organs in the
Saxan churches before the conqueft, He
Lys that archbithop Diunflan, in king Ed-

“ menfuris elaboratas, dudum conceptas
“ follis vomit anxius aurss.” William,
who was a monk of this abbey, adds, that
this benefaftion of Dunftan was inferibed
in a Latin diftich, which he quates, on the
organ pipes.  Vit. Aldhelm. Whart. Ang.
Sacr. i, p. 33- See what is faid of Dun-
flan below. And Ofb. Vit. 5. Dunit
Wharton, Angl. Sacr, ii. g3.

fore
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fore the arnval of Theodore and Adrian, celebrated {chosls
for educating youth in the fciences had been long eftablifhed
in Kent *. Literature, however, feems at this period to have
flourithed with equal reputation at the othér extremity
of the ifland, and even in our moft northern provinces,
Ecbert bifhop of York, founded a library in his cathedral,
which, like fome of thofe already mentioned, is faid to have
been replenifhed with a variety of Latin and Greek books*,
Alcuine, whom Ecbert appointed his firft librarian, hints at
this library in a Latin epiftle to Charlemagne. * Send me
* from France fome learned treatifes, of equal excellence
“ with thofe which I preferve here in England under my
¢ cuftody, collected by the induftry of my mafter Ecbert:
¢ and I will fend to you fome of my youths, who fhall carry
¢ with them the flowers of Britain into France. So that
¢ there fhall not only be an enclhfed garden at York, but
¢ allo at Tours fome fprouts of Paradife ',” &ec. William
of Malmesbury judged this library to be of f{ufficient im-
portance not only to be mentioned in his hiftory, but to be
ftyled,  Omnium liberalium artium armarium, nobiliffimam
‘¢ bibliothecam """ This repofitory remained till ‘the reign of
king Stephen, when it was deftroyed by fire, with great part
of the city of York ™. Its founder Ecbert died in the year
767 *. Before the end of the eighth century, the monafteries
of Weftminfter, Saint Alban’s, Worcefter, Malmesbury, Glaf-
tonbury, with fome others, were founded, and opulently en-
dowed. That of Saint Alban’s was filled with one hundred
monks by king Offa’. Many new bifhopricks were alfo
eftablifhed in England: all which inftitutions, by multiplying

-~

-

* See Bed. Op. per Smith, p. 724, * Pits, p. 154

feq. Append. x Cave, Hift! Lit. p. 486.
o P TWA/D. 703, See Dudg. Mon. i. p.
t Bale, ii. 15, 177
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DISSERTATION 1.

the number of ecclefiaftics; turned the attention of many
perfons to letters.

The beft writers among the Saxons flourithed about the
eighth century. Thefe were Aldhelm, bifhop of ‘Shirburn,
Ceolfrid, Alcuine, and Bede; with whom I muft alio join
king Alfred. But in an enquiry of this nature, Alfred de-
ferves particular notice, not only as a writer, but as the
illuftrious rival of Charlemagne, in proteéting and affifting
the reftoration of literature. He is faid to have founded the
univerfity of Oxford; and it is highly probable, that in imi-
tation of Charlemagne’s fimilar inftitutions, he appointed
learned perfons to give public and gratuitous inftructions
in theology, but principally in the fafhionable fciences of
logic, aftronomy, arithmetic, and geometry, at that plac:'.
which was then a confiderable ' town, and conveniently
fituated in the neighbourhood: of thefe royal feats at which
Alfred chiefly refided. He fuffered no puc[t that was illite-
rate to be advanced to 2 any ecclefiaftical dignity *. He invited
his nobility to e¢ducate their fons in learning, and requefted
thofe lords of his court who had no c.'End[Ln to fend to
fchool fuch of their younger fervants as difcovered a pro-
mifing capacity, and to breed them to the clerical Wmmﬂ.on =
:’\lnul while a boy, had himfelf experienced the inconve-
niencies arifing from a want of fchola ars, and even of com-
mon inftructors, in his dominions : for he was twelve years
of age, before he could procure in the weftern mela 38 |
malter properly qualified to teach him the 1[1Im[m But,
while yet unable to read, he could repeat from memory a
great variety of Saxon fongs *. He was fond of cu]tivaﬁng

¥ S, Bever, MSS. Coll. Trin. Oxon. method by which Alfred computed time.
Codd. xlvi. f. 82,
Bever, 1hid.

He caufed {ix wax tapers to e m ¢, each
twelve inches long, and of as many

* Flor, Vigorn. fub ann. 871, Bromp-  ounces in weight: on thele tapers he or.
ten, Chron. in ALer. p. 814. And dered the inches to be regularly marked .
MS. Bever, ut fupr. It is curicus to  and havi ing found that one of them bur

obferve the fimplicity of this age, in the

jult four hours, he committed the care of
them
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his native tongue: and with a view of inviting the people
in general to a love of reading, and to a knowledge of books
which they could not otherwife have underftood, he tran-
flated many Latin authors intoe Saxon., Thefe, among
others, were Boethius of THE.ConsoraTION oF Puivoso-
pHY, a, manufcript of which of Alfred’s age ftill remains *,
Orofius’'s History ofF THE Pacans, faint Gregory's
Pastorar Carg, the venerable Bede's EccresrasTticaL
History, and the Soriroquies of faint Auftin. Probably
faint Auftin was felected by Alfred; becaufe he was the favorite
anthor of Charlemagne . Alfred died in the year goo, and
was buried at Hyde abbey, in the fuburbs of Winchefter,
under a_fumptuous monument of porphyry °.

Aldhelm, nephew of Ina king of the Weft Saxons, fre-
quently vifited France and Italy. While a monk of Malme{-
bury in Wiltfhire, he went from his monaftery to Canter-
bury, in order to learn logic, rhetoric, and the Greek lan-
guage, of archbifhop Theodore, and of Albin abbot of faint
Auftin’s ‘, the pupil of Adrian °, But he had before acquired

?
1
!

them to the keepers of his chapel, who
from time to time gave due notice how the
hours went. But as in windy wéather the
candles were more wafted ; to remedy this
incenvenience he invented lanthorns, there
lvrir.g then no plafs to be met with in his
dominions. Afler. Menev. Vit Alfr. p.
68, edit. Wile, In the mean time, and
during this very period, the Perfians im-
pnrmT into Europe a machine, which pre-
fented the firfk rodiments of a firiking
clock. It was broaght as a prefent to
Charlemagne, from Abdella king of Perfia,
by two monks of J&:rnf:llcm, in the year
oTere) Among other pn.-ffn[s, fays Eginhart,
was an horologe of brafs, wonderfully con-
firafted by fome mechanical artifice, in
which the courfe of the twelve hours ed
cepfydram wertebatur, with;as, many little
brafen balls, which at the clofe of each
hour dropped down on a fort of bells un-
derncath, and founded the end of the
hour. There were alfo twelve fipures of
harlemen, whe, when the twelve hours were

completed, iffued out at twelve windows,
which till then flood open, and reterning
again, f{hut the windows after them. He
adds, that there were many other curiofities
in this inftrument, which it would be te-
dious to recount. Eginhart, Kar. Magn.
. 108, Itisto be remembered, that l{gﬁm
art was an l:'\"t'—\\‘jl[ll'i_s ‘}!— \\'I’qﬂ! j-.3 herf_‘
defcribed; and that he was an abbot, a
fkilful architeft, and very learned in the
fciences,

4 MSS. Cote. OTu. A. 6. 8vo. membr.

® He was particularly fond- of Aunftin’s
book De CiviTaTe DEI. Eginhart. Vit
Car. }\fﬂgn_ P- 29s

¢ Affer. Menev. p. 72. ed. Wife,

4 Bede fays, that Theodore and Adrian
taughtTobias bifhop of Rocheiter the Greek
and Latin tongues fo perfedtly, that he
could fpeak them as fluently as hisnative
Saxon, Hift. Eccl. v. 23.

¢ Lel. p.g7. Thom fays, that Albin
learned Greek of Adrian. Chron. Dec,
Seript, p. 1771,

fome
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fome knowledge of Greek and Latin under Maidulf, an Hi-
bernian or Scot, who had eretted a {mall monaftery or
{chool at Malmefbury ‘. Camden affirms, that Aldhelm was
the firft of the Saxons who wrote in Latin, and that he
taught his countrymen the art of Latin verfification *. - But
a very intelligent antiquarian in this fort of literature, men-
tions an anonymous Latin poet, who wrotz the life of Char-
lemagne i verfe; and adds, that he was the firft of the
Saxons that attempted to write Latin verfe ". It is however
certain, that Aldhelm’s Latin compofitions, whether in verfe
or profe, as novelties were deemed extraordinary p*ttmm’m
ces, and excited the attention and admiration of fcholars in
other countries, A learned cotemporary, who lived in a
1'{‘1'110&' province of a Frankifh territory, in an epiftle to Ald-
1elm has this remarkable expreflion, ** VesTRZE LATINITATIS
“ PaAnecyRicus RumMor has reached us even at this dif-
“ tance ', &c.” In reward of thefe uncommon merits he wa.s
made bifhop of Shirburn in Dorfetfhire in the year 705 *
His writings are chiefly theological : but he has likewife left
in Latin verfe a book of ZENicMaTa, copied from a work
of the fame -utlu under the name of &:_vmimﬁus ', a poem de
VirginiTATE hereafter cited, and treatifes on arithmetic, aftro-
logv, rhetoric, and metre. 'The laft treatife is a proof tha
the ornaments of compofition now began to be ftudied.
Leland mentions his Canrtrones Saxonicm, one of which
continued to be commonly fung in William of Malmefbury’s
time : and, as it was 'utfu]l\; :-ﬂg,!}mtn d with many allufions

i 11']‘ in'l
. ‘\‘H:mlu apud.

Whatton, .-‘I.n;;l..

V. .\!;al'.:;l
ipt. Comment, p. 108,
<105 &t
ith a large
5. Hift. Lat,

AT A
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to paflages of Scripture, was often fung by Aldhelm him-
felf to the populace in the ftreets, with a defign of alluring

e e

L s L e

e 1
' 4
|

the ignorant and idle, by fo fpecious a mode of inftruétion,
to a fenfe of duty, and a knowledge of religious {ubjeéts °
Malmefbury obferves, that Ahlhdm might be juftly deemed
¢ ex acumine Gracum, eX nitore Romanum, ¢t ex pompa

Anglum *.”. It is evident,

that Malmefbury, while he

here ' charaéterifes the u_dn by their acute nefs, took his
idea of them from their fcientifical literature, which was
then only known. After the revival of the Greek philofo-
phy - by the Saracens, Ariftotle and Euclid were familiar in
Europe long before Homer and Pindar. The charaéter of
Aldhelm is thus drawn by an antient chronicler, ¢ He was

it

13

{ciences .”

b, ubi fupr: p: 4.

lupr.-p. 4. -

5 Chron, Anon. Leland. Colleftan. ii.
238. To be fkilled in finging is often
mentioned as an accomplifiment of the
antient Saxon ecclefiaftics. Bede i':'_}':-. thae
Edda a monk of C&n:crbur}', and a learned
writer, was ‘f primus cantandi magifter.”
Hif. lib. iv. cap. 2. Wolftan, & learned
monk of Winchefter, of the fame age, was
a celebrated finger, and even wrote a trea-
tife de TononvM Harmwosia
Wilhiam of [\"I;l.l'r['.c§[1ur3-', De R
t. 39. Lel. Script. Brit. p. 16 Their
fieill in p.’nf ng on the har P15 alfo - fre-
quently mentioned. Of faint Dunftan,
archbifhop of Cantcrl:ury, aboat the year
088, it is faid, that among his facred
ftudies, he coltivated the arts of wriung,
harping, and painting., Vit. 5. Dunftan.
M55, Cott, Brit. Maf. Favsmin B.L;
Hickes ha... engraved a figure of ‘our Saviour
drawn by faint Dunftan, with a fpecimen of
his '\.\mll'aff both rema 'mmq in the Bodle an
library. Gram. Saxon. P. 104 CAP. XX,

an excellent harper, a moft eloquent Saxon and Latin
poet, a moft expertchantor or finger, a POCTOR EGREGIUS,
and admirably verfed in the fcriptures and the liberal

The \\'Tilin[r. and ma
illuminations in
were executed h\ the [‘
the gofpel, ]'uc[uuc] in t
iz & fine [pecimen of [hL
and decorations. Jt is written by Fac
bithop of Durham, in the maft exquifite
manner. Ethelwold his fuccefior did the
illuminations, the capital letters, the Emttur.,
of the crofs, and th ngelifts, with infi-
labour and : Td, the
wchorete  covered
.'=1d .sdﬂr!,u‘, with Br,tl er i]J.LLL’b
and precions flones.  All tIu-. 15 related by
Aldred, the Saxon gloflator, at the end of
St. John's gofpel. The work was finithed
about the year 7zo. MSS, Cott. Brit. Mull
Niro. D. 4. Cod. membr. fol. quadrat.
JElfsin, a monk, is the L-]rg.'m[ feribe of
many Saxon pieu_s Lh'gﬁ\ hiftorical and
ﬂ.rJ]:Lur.:l in the fame library, and perhaps
the E‘.I"I.ETItI.T of the fagu—u -1rub.5‘ﬂ:, foon
after the year g78. Ibid. Trrus. D. 26,
Cod. membr.” 8vo. The Saxon copy of
the four evangelilfts, which king Athelftan

gave

]t 1]1{' ]"-'.l-“lIJ'I'l'c "'ﬂn_'
1'.! 1
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Alcuine, bithop Ecbert’s librarian at York, was a cotem-

porary pupil with Aldhelm wunder Theodore and
During the prefent period; there feems ‘to

at Canterbury s,

Adrian

havé ‘been a clofe correfpondence and intercdurfe between
the French ‘and: Anglo-Saxons in matters of literature, - Al-
cuineé was invited from England into France, to fuperintend
the: ftudies of ' Charlemagne, whom he ‘inftiiicted in logic,

rhetoric, and aftronomy .

He was alfo’'thé mafter of Ra-

banus: Maurus, - who became afferwards the governor and
preceptor of the great abbey of Fulda in Germany, one of

gave to' Dorham church, remains ‘in the
iame library. - It has the painted images of
5L radiated and crowned, blefing
an, and of the folr'evangelifts,
is_undoubtedly the ‘work of the
ks; but Wanley believed it to have
been' done in France.. Oruo, B. g. 'Cod.
embran, fol, At Trinity col in
is a Pfalter in Latin and Saxon,

Iy written, and illuminated with
gold, filver, miniated, &c. Itis
full of a varicty of hiftorical pictares: At
the énd is the Agure of the writer Eadwin,
fuppofed to, be a monk of Canterbury,
helding a pen of metal, undonbtedly ofed
infuch fort of u.'riLing s with an |nj'.'r_|1):::.n
importing his name, and excellence m the
calligraphic. art, It appears-to be performed
sbout the reign ‘of king Stephen. . Cod,
mempr. fol. poft Clafl. a dextr. Ser. Med.
5. |'_:.-m.m1g the L‘.‘;.r.:ga'g-_ Codieess] ; lr,n,d-_
win was a famons and frequent writer of
books. for ‘the library of Chrift-church at
Canterbury, as appears by 2 catalogue of
their books taken A.D. 13515, In Bibl
Cott. Gavrs. E 4.  The eight hiftorical
pictures richly illuminated with gold of
the dwwnce Frgy the Meer g ?,-" 4’”-:?3' and
Elizabeth, &c.in amanafeript of the golpel,
are alfo thought to be of the reign of king
Stephen, yet perhaps from the !'anmlkmd
of artifts:  The Saxon (Icrgy were: inge-
nious artificers in_many other refpefts,
S, Dunflan abaye-mentioned, made two of
the bells of Abingdon abbey with his own
bands. Monafl. Anglie, tom., i, p. 104.

John of Glaffonbary, Whe wrote about the
Year 1400, relates, that there. remained in
the abbey at Glaftonbury, in his time,
crofles, incenfeove i Is, and veftmients, made

by Dunftan while a monk “there, cap. 161.
He adds, that Dunftan alfs handled, * fcal-
*¢ pellum ut fenlperet.” It 35 faid, that ke
could mode] any. i;mga: in brafs, iron, gold,
or filver. Ofb. Vie. . Dunftan, apud
Whart, i, 94, . Ervene, one of the teachers
of Wolllan bifhop. of Worcegier, perhapsa
monk of Bury, was famaus for calligraphy,
and il dn coloars. . To invite his pupils
to.read, he made ‘ule of & Pfalter and Sa-
cramentary, whole capital letters he had
richly illuminated with gold. This wag
about the year g8o. . Will. Malmefb, Vir,
Wullt. Wharton, Angl. Sacr. p. 244,
William of Malmefbury ays, that Elfric, a
Saxon abbot of Malmefbury, wasa fkilful
architel®, edificomds prargs. Vir. Aldhelm,
Wharton, Angl. Sacr. i, P 33. Herman,
one pfi the Norman bifhops' of Salisbury,
about 1080, condefcended to write, bind,
and illuminate books, Monaft. Angl. tom.
lui. p. 375-

In fome of thefe inflances T have wandered
below the Saxon times; It is. indesd evis
dent from varons proofs which I ‘could
give, that the religious praétifed thefe arrs
leng afterwards. ~ Bur the objeét of this
note was, the exiflence of them among the
the Saxon clergy, ;

 Dedicar. Hift. Eccl. Bed,
" Eginhart, Vit. Kar, Magn. P 30.ed.
1565, 4to.

e
(e

t
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the moft flourithing feminaries in Europe, founded by

Charlemagne,
monks *. Alcuine
to regulate the leftares and

which that prudent and magnificent potentate

conftituted *. He is faid to

Latin, an acquaintance with

perhaps
hlipl_‘\j H

of great antiquity "

in fome degree was known fooner
for at Trinity college in Cambridge there is an He-
brew Pfalter, with a Normanno-Gallic

and inhabited by two hundred and feventy
was likewife employed by Charlemagne

difcipline of the univerfities %
had newly
have joined to the Greek and

the Hebrew tongue, which
than we may

interlinear verfion

Homilies, lives of faints, commentaries

on the bible, with the ufual fyftems of logic, aftrenomy,

rhetoric, and grammar,

{ciences;

compofe the formidable catalogue of
Alcuine’s numerous, Writings.

Yet in his books of the

he fometimes ventured to break throu gh the pcdantic

formalities of a I'y[’ccm:nicni eacher: he has thrown one of

s Rahanus inftrafted ‘them not ouly in
the feriptures; but in profane literature. A
great number of other fcholars ‘frequented
Thele ledtures. - Ha was the firft founder of
a library in this monaftery. Cave, Hiit.
Lit. p. 540. Szc. Phot. His leifire hours
being catirely taken up in reading or tran-
feribing 3 he' was acculed by fome of the
idle monks of ateending fo much to his
tudies, that he neglefted the public duties
of his fation, am:%the eare of the revenoes
of the abbey. They therefore remaved
him, yet afterwards in vain attempted to
recall him. Serrar. Rer. Mogunt. lib. v,
p. 625 :

t 5 ohn Mailros, a “Seot; ong of Bede's
{cholars, is faid to have been emiployed by
Charlemagne in founding the univerfity of
Pavie. Dempift. xiiigo4.

w-See Op. Aleain. Parif. 1617, fol.

far.. Andr. Quercetan.” Mabillon fays,
Alcuine pointed the homilies, and St.
s epifties, at the inftance of Charle-

mi Cant. Macy. R. Diplomat.
p. 52.2. Charlemagne ‘was moft fond of
afronomy; - He ‘learned -alio arithmetic.

Tn his treafury he had three tables of fil-
ver, and a fourth of gold, of great weight
and fize.. One ofthefe, which was fquare,
had a piftare or reprefentation of Conftan-
tinople : another, a round one, a map of
Rome : a third, which was of the moit ex-
quifice workmanfhip, and greateit weight,
confifting of three orbs, contained a map
of the world.  Eginhart, ubi fupr. p. 29.
1. 41.

w M55, Cod. Coll: S. 5. Trin. Cant.
ClaiT, a dextr. Ser. Med. 5. membran. 4to.
Bede fays, that he compiled part of his
Ciroxicon, £x Heerarca VERI-
TaTs, that is from S, Jerom’s Latin tran-
flagon of the bible; for he adds, ‘¢ nes
s qui per beati interpretis Hieronymi in-
% dyfivignpuro HEFRAICE VERITATIS
« fonte potamuar,” &c.  And again, * Ex
e Febraica veritate, quz ad mes per moemo-
W patum intérpreters pure perveniffe,” fec.
He mentions an this occafion the Greck
Septuagint tranflacion of the bible, bat
notas of he had ever feen or confulted it,
Bed. Curow. p. 34 edit, Cant. Op.
Bed.

has
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his treatifes in logic, and I think, another in grammar, intd
a dialogue between the author and Charlemagne. He firft
advifed Bede to write his ecclefiaftical hiftory of England ;
and was greatly inftrumental in furnithing materials for that
carly and authentic record of our antiquities ”,

Inthe mean time we muft not form too magnificent ideas
of thefe celebrated mafters of fcience, who were thus invited
into foreign countries to conduét the education of mighty
monarchs, and to plan the rudiments of the moft illuftrious
academies.  Their merits are in great meafure relative.
Their circle of reading was contraéted, their fyftems of phi-
lofophy jejune ; and their Te@Gures rather: ferved to ftop-the
growth of ignorance, than to produce any. pofitive or im-
portant improvements.in knowledge. - They were unable to
make excurfions from their circumicribed paths of  feientific
inftruétion, into the fpacious and fruitful regions.of liberal
and manly ftudy. Thofe of their hearers, who had pafled
through the courfe of the fciences with applaufe; and afpired
to higher acquifitions, were exhorted to read ‘Cafiodorus
and Boethius ; whofe writings they: placed;at: the fammit of
profane literature; and which they. believed--to' be the great
boundaries of human erudition.

I have already mentioned Ceolfrid’s prefents of books to
Benedi&t's library at Weremouth abbey. He wrote an account
of his travelsinto France and Italy. But his prineipal work,
and I believe the only one preferved, .is: his differtation con-

cerning' the clerical tonfure; and’ the rites of celebrating,,

Eafter *. This was written at the defire of Naiton, a Pictifh
king; who difpatched ambaffadors to Ceolfrid for informa-
tion concerning thefe important articles ; requefting Ceolfrid
at the fame time to fend him fome fkilful architefts, who
could build in his country,a church of ftone, after the

i Dedicat, Hift. Eccl, Bed, To king # Bed, Hift, Eccls vi 22, And Concil.
Ceolwulphos, p. 37, 38, edit, Op. Cant. Gen. vi. p. 1423, 3
fathion
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fafhion of ‘the Romans®: Ceolfrid died on ‘a journey to
Rome, and was: buried in a monaftery of Navarre, 1n the
year 706",

But ' Bede, “whofe ''name ''isfo ‘nearly and neceflarily
connected with ~every ‘part’ of  the literature of this - pe-
riod, and: whichrhas therefore been often already mentioned,
emphatically ftyled the Venerable by lus cotempor
by far the moft" learned of the "Saxon “writers.’ 'He 'was of
the northern fchoel, if it may bé'fo called ; ‘and was educated
in the monaftery of famt Peterat Weremouth, under the care
of the abbots Ceolfrid and “Bifcop®. Bale affirms, that Bede
ledrned phyfics and mathematics from the pureft fources, the
original Greek and Roman writers on thefe fubjetts’. But
this hafty affertion, in part at leaft, may juftly be doubted.
His knowledge, if' we confider his age, was extenfive ‘and
profound :* and it is'amazing, i fo rude a‘period, and during
4 life of no confiderablé length, he fhould have made fo fuc-
cefsful a progrefs, and fuch rapid improvements, in {cientifical
and philological ftudies, and have compofed fo many elabo-
rate treatifes ‘on different  fubjeéts =/ It is diverting to fee
the French: critics' ¢enfuring Bede for credulify : they might
as well have accufed him of fuperftition *."There is much’

ies, was

3 Bed. Hift. Eccl. ib. ¢ 21. iv. 18.
b Bed. Hhft. Abb. p. 300,
¢ Bed. Hift. Eccl. vir24+

many m §an
¥Yet fome of thele are

i, 94

« ¢ Li bros feprunginta’ oftoedidit, quos
e ad fAinem Hisroris luz ANGLICARE
‘edidit. [Sce Op. edit. Cant. p. 222.
wgzg. lib. w. €. 24.] Hic fuccumbit
“ ir:gc:u'sun'., deficit elogninm, fnfhcenter
“ gdmiran hominem g {cholallico exercitio
“ tam procul amotam, tam fobrio fermone
o panta elaboralle volumina,” &eo Chron.
Praf. Bever. MSS. Coll. Trin., Oxon, ut
fupr. f. 65. [Bever was a monk of Welt-
minfter circ. A. D. 1400.] For a full and
exaft lift of Bede's works, the curious rea-
der is referred to Mabillon, Sec. iii. p. 1.
p- 539- Or Cave, Mk Lit. & ps
‘:.*2.

P_:J'li\.'t'iuﬁ
ef the c
gancies of orienta
an inftance or two.
berland di
life. . In

man in {1

An of Northum-
, and was' brought again to
interval ofdeath; a young
e and led him,
king, to 'a valley of infinite
h, and breadth : one fidel was
y & prodigiou of fire, and the
oppufite fide filled il'and ice. ‘Both
fides were fwarming with fouls of departed
men 3 who were for ever in ch of relt,
alternately fhifting r fitoation to thele
extremes of heat and cold. The monk
fuppofing this place to be hell, was told hy
hxa
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perfpicuity and facility in his Latin ftyle. But it is void of
elegance, and often of purity; it fhews with what grace and
propricty he would have written, had his mind been formed

on better models,

Whoever looks for digeftion of mate-

rials, difpofition of parts, and accuracy of narration, in this
writer’s hiftorical works, expects what could not exift at

that time.

He has recorded but few ecivil tranfactions: but

befides that his hiftory profeffedly confiders ecclefiaftical
affairs, we fhould remember, that the building of a church,
the preferment of an abbot, the canonifation of a martyr,
and the importation into England of the fhin-bone of an
apoftle, were neceflarily matters of much more importance

in Bede's conceptions than viftories or revolutions.

He 15

fond of minute defcription 3 but particularities are the fault

and often the merit of early hiftorians '

his guide that he was miftaken. The gnide
then Jed him, greatly terrified with this
{pedtacle, to a more diltant place, where
he fays, “Ifaw on'n fudden a darknefs
** come on, and EVEry ri:ing wis obfcured.
“ When I entered this place I could difcern
no objeét, on account of the encreafing
darlenefs, except the countenance ane
glittering  garments of my condudtor.
As we went forward I | y

rents of flame {poating up
ground, as from a lag
down into it ag

> As we came near
it my puide vanithed, and left
me alonz in midft off darknefs and
this horrible vifion, Deformed and un-
couth {pirits arofe from this blazing
chafm, and attempted w deaw me in
with fiery d

t his ap-
cribed with

is then
gth of fancy.
» called the Dead

wo malt beaariful
ng fick on his d i,

and offered him a book to read, richly or-

Bede wrote many

namented, in which his good aftions were
recorded.  Immediately after this, the
houfe was furrounded and filled with an
army of fpirits of moft horrible afpet.
One of them, who !}:,' the g‘[oom of his
darkfome countenange app:ar{:d to be their

Yeader, produced & book, coices borrend.s
), 1y £f TAL iEiy enarmis ¢f ponderes

R 1 ordersd “{ox e
feni impertal orderéd lom his

attendant demons tg bring it to the fick
man. Inthis wefe contained all his fins,
e

', who writes under
x ¥ I:_‘;m?r] Marville, ob-
“awhen he rp?:1|;= of the
to- worfhip our Saviour,
lar in the account of their

e ive offerings.
2 chior was old, and
= 1th a l{mg beard 3 and
. who offered E'-O[d 6]
£ wiedgment of his fove-
we ar, the fecond of
i 1 had no beard,
= pffered frankin-
= gnition of our Lord's di-
A and ‘that Balthafar the third,
(¢} &

wasof a darg complexiop, had a |
¢ beard, aud offered rrrh o our

¢ viour's
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pieces of Latin poetry. The following verfes from his Me-
DITATIO DE DIE JuDICII; 2 tranflation of which into Saxon
verfe is now preferved in the hibrary of Bennet college at
Cambnidge ', are at leaft well turned and harmonious.

Inter florigeras feecundi cefpitis herbas,
Flamine ventorum refonantibus undique ramis

Some of Aldhelm’s verfes are exatly in this caft, written on
the Dedication of the abbey-church at Malmesbury to faint
Peter and {aint Paul.

Hic celebranda rodis® florefcit gloria templi,
Limpida que facri celebrat vexilla triumphi.
Hic Petrus et Paulus, tenebrofi lumina mundi,
£ Pracipui patres populi qui frena gubernant,
Carminibus crebris alma celebrantur in aula.
Claviger o czli, portam qui pandis in wthra,,
Candida qui meritis recludis limina celi,
Exaudi clemens populorum vota tuorum,
Matrcida qui riguis humectant fletibus ora ™.

The firi& and fuperabundant attention of thefe Latin
poets to profodic rules, on which it was become fafhionable-
to write didactic fyftems, made .them accurate to excefs in
the metrical conformation of their hexameters, and produced
a faultlefs and flowing monotony. Bede diedin the monaftery
of Weremouth, which he never had once quitted, in the
year 735 ™

# vioor's humanity,” He is fikewife very old pifturesand p p_n}_p.r reprefentations of

circumftantial in the defcription of their  the WFife Men's O 2
dreffes.  Melanges 4" IHilt. et de Lit. + Cod. MSS. lxxix. P 161,

=

Paris, 1725. 12mo. tom. 1, p. 283, & + Malmib, apud Whart. ut fupr. p. 3.
What was mare nataral thar this in foch v Recent. Newly built.
2 writer and on {uch a fubjeét 7 In the mean w W, Malmfb. ut {upr. Apud Whart.

fime it may be remarked, that this de- p- 8
foription of Bede, taken perhaps from % Cave, ubi fopr, p. 473 Sec. Eico-
ecnttant tradition, it now to be feen in the nocl.

1 have
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DISSERTATION II.

I have already obferved, and from good authorities, that
many of thefe Saxon fcholars were fkilled in Greek, Yet
{carce any confiderable monuments have defeended to modern
times, to prove their familiarity with that language. I will,
however, mention fuch as have occurred to me. Archbifhop
Parker, or rather his learned fcribe Jocelin, affirms, that
the copy of Homer, and of fome of the other books im-
ported into England by archbifhop Theodore, as I have
above related, remained in his time >, ‘There is however no
allufion to Homer, nor any mention made of his name, in
the writings of the Saxons now exifting =. In the Bodleian
library are fome extratts from the books of the Prophets in
Greek and Latin : the Latin is in Saxon, and the Greek in
Latino-greek capital characters. A Latino-greek alphabet is
prefixed. In the fame manufeript is a chapter of Dettero-
nomy, Greck and Latin, but both are in Saxon charaters *
In the curious and very valuable library of Bennet college
. in Cambridge, is a very antient copy of Aldhelm pr Laube
VireciniTaTis. Init is inferted a fpecimen of Saxon poetry
full of Latin and Greek words, and at the end of the ma-
nufcript fome Runic letters occur ®. I fufpeft that their
Grecian literature was a matter of oftentation rather than
ufe. William of Malmefbury, in his life of Aldhelm, cen-
fures an affeftation in the writers of this age; that they
were fond of introducing in their Latin compofitions a
difficult and abftrufe word latinifed from the Greek®. There
are many inftances of this pedantry in the early charters of
Dugdale’s Monafticon. But it is no where more vifible than
in the Lire of Saint WiLrrip, archbithop of Canterbury,

written by Fridegode a monk of Canterbury, in Latin
L]

¥ Antiquitat. Brit. p. 8o, * NE. D. 19. MSS. membr. 8vo. fol.
* 5ee BEcCT. ili. p. 124 infr. Whereit  24. 10w

is obferved, that Homer is cited by Geof- b Cod. 'MSS. K 12,

frey of Monmouth. But he is not men- ¢ Ubi fupr. p. 7-

tioned in Geoffrey’s Armoric original. x
E 5 heroics
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DISSERTATION 1L

heroics, about the year g6o °

Malmefbury obferves of this

author’s ftyle, Latinitatem pcru[‘us, Grecitatem amat, Gre-

“ cula verba frequentat”®.”

Probably to be able to read Greek

.t this time was efteemed a knowledge of that language.
Eginhart relates, that Charlemagne could fpeak Latin as
fluently as his native Frankifh : but flightly pafles over his
accomplithment in Greck, by artfully faying, that he un-
derftood it better than he could pronounce it’. Nor, by the
way, was Charlemagne’s boafted facility in the Latin {o
remarkable a prodigy. The Latin language was familiar to
the Gauls when they were conquered by the Franks; for
they were a province of the Roman empire till the year 485.
It was the language of their religious offices, their laws, and
public tranfadtions. The Franks who conquered the Gauls
at the period juit mentioned,
imagining there was a fuperior dignity in the language of
imperial Rome : although this incorporation of the Franks
with the Gauls greatly corrupted the latinity of the latter,
and had given it a ftrong tinCture of barbarity before the
reign of Charlemagne. But while we are bringing proofs
which tend to extenuate the notion that Greek was now
much known or cultivated, it muft not be diffembled, that
John Erigena, & native of Aire in Scotland, and one of king
Alfred’s firft lecturers at Oxford *, tranflated into Latin from
the Greek original four large treatifes of Dionyfius the
Areopagite, about the year 8Go ¥ This tranflation, which

4 Printed by Mabillon, Szc. Benediftin.
iii. p. 1. P. 160.

e Geft. Pontific. i, f..114.

f Vit, Kar. Magn. p. 39,

e Wood Hift. Antiquit. Univ. Oxon. 1.

15,

h This tranflation, with degdications in
verfe and profe to Charles the Bald, occurs
swice in the Bodleian library, vie. MES.
Muf, 148. And Hyper. Bodl. 148. P 4.
feg. See alfo Laed. 1. 59. And in Sunt

{till continued this ufage,
+1

John's college Oxford, A. xi. 2. 3. Wil
liam of Malmefbury fays, that he wrote a
book entitled, PERIPHISMER15MUS, (that
is, Tl Quowws wepops) and adds, that in
this piece ** 2 Latinorum tramite deviavit,
«¢ dum in Grzcos acriter oculos intendit.”
Vit. Aldhelm. p. 28. Wharton. Angl.
Sacr, ii. It was printed at Oxiford by
Gale. Erigena, in one of the dedications
above-mentioned, fays, that he had trani~
lated into Latin ten of Dionyfius’s Epifiles,

Hoveden
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is dedicated to Charles the Bald, abounds with Greek phra-
feology and is hardly intelligible to a mere Latin reader. He
alfo tranflated into Latin the Scholia of faint Maximus on
the difficult paflages of Gregory Nazianzen . He frequently
vifited his munificent patron Charles the Bald, and is faid to
have taken a long journey to Athens, and to have fpent
many years in ftudying not only the Greek but the Arabic
and Chaldee languages *.

As to claflic authors, it appears that not many of them
were known or ftudied by our Saxon anceftors. Thofe with
which they were moft acquainted, either in profe or verfe,
feem to have been of the lower empire; writers who, in the
declenfion of tafte, had fuperfeded the purer and more an-
tient Roman models, and had been therefore more recently
and frequently tranfcribed. I have mentioned Alfred’s tranf-
lations of Boethius and Orofius. Prudentius was alfo per-
haps one of their favorites, In the Britith Mufeum there isa
manufcript copy of that poet’s Psvcomacura. Itisilluftrated
with drawings of hiftorical figures, each of which have an
explanatory legend in Latin and Saxon letters ; the Latin in
large red charaéters, and the Saxon in black, of great anti-
quity’. Prudentius is likewife in Bennet college library at
Cambridge, tranfcribed in the time of Charles the Bald, with
feveral Saxon words written into the text ™ Sedulius’s
hymns are in the fame repofitory in Saxon charaers, in a
volume containing other Saxon manuferipts *.  Bede fays,

Hoveden and Matthew Paris have literally
tranfcribed the words of Malmefbury jult
cited, and much more, Hov. fol. 254. And
M. Paris, p, z53. It is doubtful whether
the Versio MoraLiom ARiSTOTELIS
is from the Greek: it might be from the
Arabic. Or whether our author’s. See
Przfat, Op. nonnull. Oxon. edit. per. Gale,
cum Not, 1681, fol,

! Printed at Oxford as shove, Erigena
died at Malmefbury, where he had opened

a fchool in the year 883, Cave, Hift. Lit.
Szc. Phot. p. 548. g4g9. William of
Malmefbury fays, that Erigena was one of
the wits: of Charles the Bald's table, and
his. confltant companion, Ubi fupr. p. 2.

k Spelm. Vit. 4Elfred. Bale xjv, 3z.

Pitf: p. 168.
! MSS. Cott, CLEowaTr. C, 8. membr.
Evo.

= Mifcellan. MSS. M. membran.
o MSS, S, 11, Cod; membran,

that
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DISSERTATION IL.

+hat Aldhelm wrote his book D Vireinrrare, which is
both profe and verfe, in imitation of the manner of Sedu-
lius . We learn from Gregory of Tours, what 15 mnot
foreign to our purpofe to remark, that king Chilperic, who
began to reign in 562, wrote two books of Latin verfes in
imitation of Sedulius. Butit was without anyadea of the com-
mon quantities *. A manufcript-of this poet in the Britith
Mufeum is bound up with Nennius and Felix's MiracLEs oF
SaintT GuraLac, dedicated to Alfwold king of the Eaft
Angles, and written both in Latin and Saxon®. But thefe
claflics were moft of them read as books of religion and mo-
rality. Yet Aldhelm, in his traét de MerroruM 'GENERI-
BUs, quotes two verfes from the third book of Wirgil's
Georgics *: and in the Bodleian library we find 2 manufcript
of the firft book of Ovid's Art of Love, in very antient
Saxon characters, accompanied with a Britifh glofs *. And
the venerable Bede, having firft invoked the Trinity, thus
begins a Latin panegyrical hymn on the miraculous virgi-
nity of Ethildryde. ¢ Let Virgil fing of wars, I celebrate
« the gifts of peace. My verfes are of chaftity, not of the
« rape of the adulterefs Helen. 1 will chant heavenly blef-
s fings, not the battles of miferable Troy *.” Thefe however
are rare inftances. It was the moft abominable herefy to
have any concern with the pagan fictions. The graces of
compofition were not their objeéts, and clegance found
no place amidft their feverer purfuits in philofophy and
theology

= Eccl. Hift. 19. ing. We have now remaining Saxon ma-

P Gregor. Toronenf. 1. vi.'c, 46,

5 MSS. Cotton. Vesr. D. ¥x1. Bvo.

T W. Malmefb. Vit. Aldhelm, Wharton,
Angl. Sacr. iy 4.

* NE D. rg. membr, 8vo. fol. 37.

t Bed. Eccl. Hift. iv. zo.

v Medicine was one of -their 'favorite
feiences, being a part of the Arabian learn-

nufeript tranflations ‘of Apulefns ‘de Viri-
pus Henmanun. ‘They have alfo left a
large fyltem of medicine in Saxon, often
cited by Somner in his Lexicon, under
the ‘title of Lizer Mepicrwaris. It
appears by this tradt, that chey were well
acquainted with the Latin phyficians and
naturalifts, Marcellns, ‘Scribonins’ Largus,

Pliny,
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It is certain that literature was at its height among owr
Saxon anceftors about the eighth century. Thefe happy be-
ginnings were almoft entirely owing to the attention of king
Alfred, who encouraged learning by his own example, by
founding feminaries of inftruftion, and by rewarding the

labours of {cholars.

But the efforts of this pious monarch

were foon blafted by the fupinenefs of his fucceflors, the
incurfions of the Danes, and the diftraftion of national af-
fairs. Bede, from the eftablithment of learned bifhops in
every diocefe, and the univerfal tranquillity which reigned
‘over all the provinces of. England, when he finithed his ec-
clefiaftical hiftory, flatters his imagination in anticipating

Pliny, Cezlivs Agrelianus, Theodore, Prif-
Qusy .

M55, Bibl. Reg. Brit. Muf
1t is probable that this
is of the age of king Alfred.
g Hatton’s books in the Bodleian li-
brary, is a Saxon manufeript which has
Deen endtled by Junins Mepicina Ex
Quaprurepisys. It is pretended rto
b taken from Idpart, a fabuloos king of
Egypt. It .is followed by ewo ‘epiftlés in
Latin of Evax king of the Arabians to
iberins Cefar, concérning the names and
virtnes of ‘oriental precious ftones ufed in
medicine. Cod. Harton. 100. -membr,
fol. Itis believed to be a manufcript be-
fore the conquelt. ‘Thefe ideas of a king
of Egvpt, and another of Arabia, and of
the ulé of oriental precious ftones in the
medical art, evidently betray their origin.
Apuleius’s HErsarium occurs in the
Britith Mufeunyin Latin and Saxon, * quod
€ apcepit ab Escurarro et a CRIRONE
CenTavro Macistre AcainLis?”
Pogether with the Mepreina ex Qua-
DRUPEDIBUS abovementioned, MSS.
Cot. Viter, C. iii. Cod. membr. fol. iii.
P 19.iva po 75, It isréemarkable that the
Arabians attribote the invention of S1m1a,
one of thewr m:lgical , to Kirun
or Carvn, that is Chiron the centaur,
the mafter of Achilles. See Herbelgt,
Dift, Orient. Astic. Simia. p. 1005,

The Grecks reputed Chiron: the in-
ventor of medicine.  His medical books
are mentioned. by many antient writers,
particularly by Apuleius Celfs, De Her-
bis : and Kircher obferves, thdt Chiron’
treatife of Muvrosmepicina was familiar
to the Arabians, Qedip, Egypt. tom. i
p. 68. Lambeccius deferibes 2 very ca-
rious and antient manufeript of Diofcorides =
among  the beanaful illominations with
which it was enriched, was a fquare. pic-
ture with a pold ground, on which were
reprefented the feven anftient phyficians,
Machagn, Crirew,. Niger, Herculides,
Mantas, Xenocrates, and Pamphilus. P,
Lambecc. d= Bibl. Vindob. lib: ii. p- 525-
feq. I have mentioned above, Mepicixa
ex Quanrvrenisus. A Greek poem
or fragment called Mepreixa gx Prsci-
Bus has besn attributed to Chiron. It
was written by Marcellus Sidetas of Pam-
phylia, a phyfician under Mascus - Anto-
minus, and 15 printed by Fabricius. Bibl.
Gr., 1. p. 16. feq. And fee xiii. p. 317,
The Meprcina Ex QUADRUPEDIBUS
feems to be the treatife entitled, Meni-
cina EX AWiMaLinus, under the name
of Sextus Platonicus, and printed in Ste-
phens’s Mepic& ArtisPrincires, p.
684. 'This wasa favorite medical {yftem
of the dark ages. See Fabrc. ibid. xiii.
395- Xil, 613.

the.




DISSERTATION 1.

the moft advantageous confequences, and triumphantly clofes
his narrative with this pleafing prefentiment. The Piéts, at
this period, were at peace with the Saxons or Englifh, and
converted to chriftianity. The Scots lived contented within
their own boundary. The Britons or Welfh, from a natural
enmity, and a diflike to the catholic inftitution of keeping
Eafter. fometimes attempted to difturb the national repofe;
but they were in fome meafure fubfervient to the Saxons.
Among the Northumbrians, both the nobility and private
perfons rather chofe their children fhould receive the mo-
naftic tonfure, than be trained to arms "

But a long night of confufion and grofs ignorance fuc-
ceeded. The principal produétions of the moft eminent
monafteries for three centuries, were incredible legends which
difcovered no marks of invention, unedifying homilies, and
trite expofitions of the fcriptures.  Many bifhops and abbots
began 'to confider learning as pernicious to true picty, and
confounded illiberal ignorance with chriftian fimplicity.
Leland frequently laments the lofs of libraries deftroyed in
the Danifh invafions ’. Some {light attempts were made for
reftoring literary purfuits, but with little fuccefs. In the
tenth century, Ofwald archbifhop of Canterbury, finding the
monafterics of his province extremely ignorant not only in
the common elements of grammar, but even in the canonical
rules of their refpeétive orders, was obliged to fend into
France for competent mafters, who might remedy thefe
evils . In the mean time, from perpetual commotions,
the manners of the people had degenerated from that mildnefs
which a fhort interval of peace and letters had introduced,

* Bade, Bccl. Hift, vi'z3.

in other countries doring the tenth century
¥ See Malmein

. apud Lel. Coll 1. p. have been collefted by Muratori, Antiquit.
Tral. Med. mv. ifi. 831 it 141. And
Boulay, Hift. Acad. Paril. i. 288.

Angl. Sacr. i, zo1. M

rnorance which pres
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and the national ¢haracter had contraéted an air of rudenef®
and ferocity.

England at length, in the beginning of the eleventh cen-
tury, received from the Normans the rudiments of - that
cultivation which it has preferved to ~the /prefent times.
The Normans were a people who had acquired ideas of
fplendor and refinement from their refidence in France; and
the gallantries of their feudal {yftem introduced new magni-
ficence and elegance among our. reugh unpolithed anceftors.
The conqueror’s army was compofed of the flower of the
Norman nobility ; who fharing allotments of land in different
parts of the new territory, diffufed a general knowledge of
various improvements entirely unknown in the moft.flou-
rithing eras of the Saxon government, and gave.a more libe-
ral turn to 'the manners even of the provincial inhabitants.
That they brought with them the arts, may yet be feen'by the
caltles and churches which they built on a more extenfive
and ftately plan *, ; Literature, in particular, the chief objeét
of our prefent refearch, which had lung been reduced to the
moft abjeft condition, appeared with new luﬁie n confc-
guence of this important revolution.

Towards the clofe
place, which gave a new and very fortunate turn to the ftate
of letters in France and Italy. - A little before, that time;
there were no fchools in Eurcpe but thofe which belonged to
the monaftenes or epifcopal churches ; and, the monks were
.111’110”t the only mafters employed to educate the youth in

¢ principles of facred and profane erudition. But at the
commencement of the eleventh century, many-learned per-
fons of the laity, as well as of the clergy, undertook in the

of the tenth century, an' event took

2 This point vwill befurther illuftrated in
4 work now preparing for the prefs, en:
r.:t]u'l Onservarions CRITICAL atD
on-Casrres, Covpgduiy,
i, ‘andother I\'Io::un-.t NTY

OF ANTIOUTTY 1 vaktoua PARY: OF
Exciatn. ' To which will be ‘prefixed,
Tre History of ARCHITECTURE 1IN
Ex&iasn.

| g o i S e
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thoft capital cities of France and Italy this important charge.
The Latin verfions of the Greek philofophers from- the Arabic,
had now becorhe {o frequent and common, as to fall into the
hands of the ‘people i and many of thefe new preceptors
having travelled into Spain' with a defign of ftadying in the
Asabic ftheols®, and’ comprehending in- their caurfe of in=
f#itation, more numerous and’ ufeful branches of {cience
than’ the monaffic teachérs were acquainted with, commu-
nicatéd their knowledge n a better method, and taught in
4 muph more full, perfpicuous, folid, and' rdtional  manner.
Fhefo and other beneficial effeéts, arifing from this praélice
of admitting others befides ecclefiaftics to the profeflion of
letters, and the education of youth, were imported into Eng-
land by means of the Norman conqueft.

The conqueror himfelf patronifed and loved letters. He
filled the bifhopricks and abbacies of England with the mofk
learned of his countrymen, who had' been educated at the
univerfity of Paris, at that time the moft flourithing fchool
in BEurope. He placed Lanfrane, abbot of the monaftery of
Saint Stephen at Caen, in the fée of Canterbury; an eminent
mafter of logic, the fubtleties of which he employed with
great dexterity in a famous controverfy concerning the real:
prefence. Anfelm, an acute metaphyfician. and theologift,
his immediate fucceffor in the fame fee, was called from the
government of the abbey of Bec in Normandy. Herman, a
Norman bifhop of Salifbury, founded a noble library n the:
antient cathédral of that fee *. Many of the Norman prelates:

b This fafhion continged for alang time.
Among many who might here be men-
tioned was Daniel Merlac, an Englifhman,
who, in the year 1185, went to Toledo to
learn mathematics, and brought back with
him into.England feveral books of. the
Arabian philofophy, Wood Antig. Univ.
Oxan, i. p. 56, cal. 1.

e «Nghilem bibliothecam, comparatis in
 hoc optimis juxta ac annquiffimis illuf-
* trium autorao monumentis, Severie pa-

o fuit? Eeland, Seript: Brit: p. 1740 He
died 1cgg. Hewas fo fond of letters, that
he did not difdain to bind and illuminate
books. Mon. Angl. iii. p.375. Vid. fupr. The:
old church: of Salifbury ftood within the
area of that noble antient military work,
called Old-cafile,. Leland [ays, that he
finithed the church which hisi predeceflor:
Herman had begun, and filled its chapter
with eminent fcholars,

preferred
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preferred in England by the conqueror, were polite fcholars.
Godfrey, prior of Saint Swithin’s at Winchefler, a native of
Cambray, was an elegant Latin epigrammatift, and wrote
with the fmartnefs and eafe of Martial’. A circumftance,
which by the way fhews that the literature of the monks at
this period was of a more liberal caft than that which we
commeonly annex to their charafter and profeffion. Geoffrey,
a learned Norman, was invited from the univerfity of Paris
to fuperintend the direction of the fchool of the abbey of
Dunftable ; where he compofed a play called the Play of Saint
CATHARINE °, which was afted by his fcholars. This was
perhaps the firft fpectacle of the kind that was ever at-
tempted, and the firft trace of theatrical .reprefentation
which appeared, in England. Mathew Paris, who firft records
this anecdote, fays, that Geoffrey borrowed copes from the
facrift of the neighbouring abbey of faint Alban’s to drefs
his characters, He was afterwards elected abbot of that
opulent monaftery ‘.

¢ Camden' has cited feveral of his epl-
prams. Remains; p. 421. edit, 1674 1
have read all his pieces now remaining.

Among the  Epigrams; - the Folowing fs
niot cited by Camden.

The chief of them are, * Proversra,
" pT EPIGRAMMATA SATYRICA."-=
“ Canmina Hrostornrca,pe Reoe Ca-
% mure, Reatna Exwa,™ &c. Amon
thefe laft, none of which were ever prinh‘f:
15 an eology on Walkelin bithop of Win-
chefter, and a Norman, who built great
part of his fintely cathedral, as It now
fiands, and was bithop there duting God-
frey’s priorate, viz.

Confiliam, virtutis amer, facendia comis,
WarcHELYNE pater, fixa fuere tibi.
Correftor juvenum, fenibus documenta mi-

niftrans,
Exemplo vitee paftor ntrofque regis.
Pe; fueras. clandis; cwcis” imitabile lomen,
Portans invalidos;, qui cecidere levans.
Divitiis dominus, facliy largitor earum,
Dum reficis multos, deficis ipfe tibi, &c,

Payca Titus pretiofa dabaty fadvilia pluras
Ut meliora habeim, pauca det, ord,
Titus.

Thele pieces are in the Bodleian library,
MSS. Digh. 65, ut. 112..  The whole col»
leftion is ecertainly worthy of publication.
I do hot mean merely a5 a curofity. Le-
land mentiong his epiftles “ familiari illo
T Bt DULCH ﬂ::.']u o ] s SL‘H'['.!. Brit. .
159, Godfrey died 1107, | He wasmade
prior of Winchefter A. ). 1082, Wharton.
Angl. Sacr. 1. 124, Hé was interred ‘in
the ald chapter-houle, whofe area now
makes part of the dean’s g:lrd:;n.

¢ S¢e infr. Srer.vio p. 236. !

T Wir, Abbat: ad eale  Hifty :p.:54.
edit. 1639, See alfo. Bol. Hilt. Acad.
Parifl Hi." z25.

f 2 The
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: The king himfelf gave no fmall countenance to the
clergy,. in fending his fon Henty Beauclerc to the abbey of
Abingdon, where he was initiated in the fciences under the
care of the abbot Grymbald, and Fatice a phyfician of Ox-
ford. Robert d'Oilly, conftable of Oxford caftle, was ordered
to pay for the board of the young prince in the convent,
which the king himfelf frequently vifited®. Nor was Wil-
liam wanting in giving ample revenues to learning : he
founded the magnificent abbies of Battel and Selby, with
other fmaller convents. His nobles and their fucceflors co-
operated with this liberal fpirit in erecting many monafte-
ries. Herbert de Lofinga, a monk of Normandy, bifhop of
Thetford in Norfolk, inftituted and endowed with large
poﬁ'rﬁions 1 Beneditine abbey at Norwich, confifting of
- fixty monks. . To mention no more inftances, fuch great
inftitutions of perfons dedicated to religious and literary
leifure, while they Diffufed an air of civility, and {oftened
the manners of the people in their refpeétive circles, muit
have afforded powerful invitations 1o ftudious purfuits, and
have confequently added no fiall degree of ftability to the
interefts of learning.

By thefe obfervations, and others which have occurred in
the courfe of our enquiries, concerning the utility of monaf-
teries, I certainly do not mean to defend the monaftic fyftem.
We are apt to pafsa general and undiftinguifhing cenfure
on the monks, and to fuppofe their foundations to have been
the retreats of illiterate indolence at every period of time.
Buat it fhould be remembered, that our univerfities about
the time of the Norman conqueft, were In a low condition :
while the monafteries contained ample endowments and ac-
commodations, and were the only refpectable feminaries of
Yiterature, A few centuries afterwards, as our univerfities
began to flourifh, in confequence of the diftinétions and

. W

i cd

s Hifl. Antig. Univ. Oxon, i, 46.
honours
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honours which they conferred on fcholars, the eftablithment
of colleges, the introduftion of new fyftems of ftience,
the univerfal ardour which prevailed of breeding almoft all
perfons to letters, and the abolition of that exclufive right
of teaching which the ecclefiaftics had fo long claimed ; the
monafteries of courfe grew inattentive to ftudies, which were
more ftrongly encouraged, more commedioufly purfued, and
more fuccefsfully cultivated, in other places : they gradually
became contemptible and unfafhionable as nurferies of learn-
ing, and their fraternities degenerated into floth and igno-
rance. The moft eminent fcholars which England produced,
both in philefophy and humanity, before and even below
the twelfth century, were educated in our religious houfes.
The encouragement given in the Englith monafteries for
tranfcribing books, the fcarcity of which in the middle ages
we have before remarked, was very confiderable. In every
great abbey there was an apartment called the ScripTor1UM :
where many writers were conftantly bufied in tranferibing
not only the fervice-books for the choir, but books for the
library *. The Scriptorium ‘of Saint Alban’s abbey “was
built by abbot Paulin, a Norman, who ordered many vo-
lumes to be Written there, about the year ro80. Archbifhop
Lanfranc furnifhed the copies '. Eftates were often granted
for the fupport of the Scriptorium. That at Saintedmonfbury
was endowed with two mills*. The tythes of a retory were
appropriated to the cathedral convent of faint Swithin at

 This was alfo 2 pradties in the monal
teries abroad ; in which the boys and no-
vices were chiefly employed. Bat the
miflals and bibles were ordered to be writ-
ten by monks of mature age and difcre-
tion. Do Frelne; Glofl. Lat. Med. V.
Scarerorium,  And Prafat. £, vi. edit.
prim.  See alfo Monaft. Anglic. ii, 726.
And references in the windows of the li-
brary of faint Alban’s abbey. Ibid. 183
At the foundation of Winchefter college,

ene or more tranfcribers were hired and
employed by the founder to mate fcots for
the library. They tranfcribed and tock
their commons within the college, as ap-
p{’."ars [JY l:(JII‘-PU::{tiGﬂj G]r !,'Xl‘.{_‘,:lfc& on thi,:il,'
atcount now remaining,

I Mat. Paris, p. 1003.
Script. Brit. p. 166.

- Regiﬂr.%igr.s. Edmund. Abbat: fol.
228,

See Leland.

Winchefter,
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Winchefter, ad libros tranferibendos, in theyear 171", Many
inftances of this fpecies of benefaétion occur from the tenth
century. Nigel, in the year 1160, gave the monks of Ely
two churches, ad libros faciendos'. 'This employment appears
to have been diligently praétifed at Croyland ; for Ingulphus
relates, that when the library of that convent was burnt in the
year 1ogi, feven hundred volumes were confumed ", Tifty-
eight volumes were tranfcribed at Glaftonbury, during the
government of one abbot, about the year 1300°. And in the li-
brary of this menaftery, the richeft in England, there werc up-
wards of four hundred volumesin the year 1248 *. More than
cighty books were thus tranfcribed for faint Alban’s abbey,
by abbot Wethamftede, who died about 1440% Some of thefe
inftances are rather below our period ; but they illuftrate the
fubjed, and are properly connected with thofe of more
antient date. I find fome of the claflics written in the
Englith monafteries very early. Henry, a Benediétine monk
of Hyde-abbey near Winchefter, tranfcribed in the year
1178, Terence, Boethius’, Suetonius®, and Claudian. Of
thefe he formed one book; illuminating the initials, and

k Repifir. Joh. Pontiifir. epifcop. Wint.
. 154, MS.

See. Mon. Angl. i 1310
Chartal. per Heame, p. 265,
alfo Godwin, de Preiul. p.
1616.

"'Wharton, Angl. Sacr. i. p.61g. See
#lfo,-p. 634, and 278. - Hearne has pub-
lifhed a grant from R. De Pafton to Brom-
holm abbey in Norfolk, of 124, per an-
num, & rent-charge on his lands, o keep
their hooks in repair, ad emendacionem libro-
roer. Ad. Domerham, Nam, iii.

= Hift. Croyland. Dec. Script. p. 8.

¢ Tanner, Not. Mon. edit. 8vo. Pref.

¢ See Joann. Glafton.ut infr, And Le-
land, Seript.Brit. p. 151.

% Weaver, Fun, Mon. p. 566,

r It is obfervable, that Boethiys in his
metres conftantly follows Sencca's trage-
dies, I believe there is not one form of

Heming.
Compire
121. edit.

verfe in Boethins but what is taken from
Feneca.

s Snetonius is frequently cited by the
writers of the middle ages, particularly by
Vincentius Bellovacenfis,  Specul, Hift.
lib. x. c. 67, And Rabanus Maurus, Art.
Gram: Op. tom. i. p. 4ﬁ. l.ulms, abbot of
Ferricres, about the year 935. a learned Phi--
lofophical writer, educated under Rabanus
Maurus, defires abbot Marquard to fend
lim Suetonivs, On the Cafarty *“in ducs
“ nee magnas codices divifum."” Epifiol.
Lop. Ferrarienf. xcix. Apud Andr. Du
Chefne, Script, Rer. Franc. tom. ii. p. 726,
Ifidorus Hifpalenfis, a bifhop of the feventh
century, gives the origin of Poetry from
Suetonius, Origin. viii. 7. Chaucer’s tale
of Neroin the Moxxe's Tave; is taken
from Suetonius, ““as tellith us Suetonins.”
V. 491, p. 164. edit. Urr.

forming

=
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forming the brazen boffes of the covers with his owr
hands®. But this abbot had more devotion than tafte
for he exchanged this manufcript a few years afterwards for
four miffals, the Legend of faint Chriftopher, and faint
Gregory's PastoraL Care, with the prior of the neighbour-
ing cathedral convent”. Benedift, abbot of Peterborough,
author of the Latin chronicle of king Henry the fecond,
amongft a great variety of fcholaftic and theological treatifes,
tranferibed Seneca’s epiftles and tragedies *, Terence, Martial 7,
and Claudian, to which I will add GesTA ALEXANDRI .
about the year 1180*. In a catalogue of the *books of the

U % Suis manibus apices literarumartifi-
* ciofe pinxir et illuminavit, necnon atrecs
* umbories in tegminibus dppinxit.” MS.
Regilir, Priorat. S. Swithin, Winton. Qua-~
tern, o . I archive Wulvef, Many of
the monks were falful illaminators. They
were alfo teught to bind books. In the
year 1277, thefe conftitutions were given
to the Benediftine monafteries of the pro-
vince of Canterbury. ¢ Abbates monachos
* fugs clayftrales, loco operis manualis,
“ fecundum fuam. habilitatem ceteris oc-
** cupationibus deputent: in fiudendo, librog
*“ feribendo, corrigendoe, illuminando, li-
* gando.” Capit. Gen. Ord. Beriedictin.
Provinc, Cant, rz77. aped MSS, Br.
‘Twyne, g p-2z72. archiv. Oxon.

w Ihid,

* Nicholas Antonivs’ fays, that Nicholas
Franeth; a Dominican,. illuftrated Seneca’s
tragedies with-a glofs, fopn after the year
1300.. Bibl. Vet. Hifpan, apud Fabric.
Bibl. Lat. b, ii. c. 9. He means Nicholas
Trivet, an Englifh Dominican, author of
the Axwavs publithed by Hearne.

¥ Jolinof Salifbury calls. Martial Cocus,
Folicrat. vi. 3. As do feveral writers of the
middle ages. Martial is cited by Jerom of
Padua, a Latin poet’ and phyfician, who
fouritied about the year 1300,  See Chrif-
tian. Daumii Not. ad Cavenis Diftich. p.
140, One of the two famous manufcripts
ﬂ? Terence in the Vatican, is faid to have
been writtenin. the time, perhaps under the

encouragement, of Charlemage ; and to
have been compared: with. the more antient
copies by Calliopius Scholalticns, Fontan—
in. Vindic. Antiquit. Diplomat. p. 37.
8cholaficur means a mafter in the ecclefials
tical fchools. Engelbert, abbot of Tre-
vous, @ writer of the tenth century, men-
tions Tersntius Pocta, butin fuch a manner
as fhews he had but little or no kaowled
of him: He confounds this poet with TE:
rentius the Roman fenator, whom Scipior
delivered from prifon at Carthage, and
brought to Reme.. Bibl. Patr, tom. xxv.
edit. Lugd..p. 370

£ See SrcT. Hi. infr. p. 128.

2 Swaffham, Hift, Cienob. Burg. ii. p.
g7 per Jof. Sparke. * Epiftolx Seneca
** cum alils Senecis in uno volumine; Mar-
“ tialis totns et Terentios in uno volu-
“-mine,”” &e.  Sub. Tit. De Libris eiur
Hedied in 1193, In the library of Peter-
borough abbey, at the diffolution, there
were one thoufand and feven hundred books
inmanofeript.  Gunton’sPeterb. p. 173,

¥ See Chron, Joh. Glafton. edit. Hearne,
Ouon. 1726, viz. Numerus Librorum Glaf-
ronienfiy ecelefie gui fuevant de LiBRARIA
@I Fracie, MiCC. XL VIL P, 423. Leland,.
who vifited all the monafleries juft before:
their diffolution, feems to have been ftrucle:
with the venerable air and amplitade of this
room. Script. Brit. p. 196, See what iz
faid of the monaftery Libraries sbove,.

library
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library of Glaftonbury we find Livy % Salluft ¢, ‘Secneca,
Tully De SENECTUTE and AMICITIA ¢ Virgil, Perfius, and
Claudian, in the year 1248. Among the royal manufcripts
of the Britifh Mufeum, is one of the twelve books of
Statiug’s Thebaid, fuppofed to have been written in the tenth
eentury, which once belonged to the cathedral convent of
Rochefter *.  And another of Virgil's Eneid, written in the
thirteenth, which came from the library of faint Auftin’s
at Canterbury’. Wallingford, abbot of faint Alban’s, gave
or fold from the library of that monaftery to Richard of
Bary, bifhop of Durham, author of the PHILOBIBLON, and
a great colleCtor of books, Terence, Virgil, Quintilian,
and Jerom againft Rufinus, together with thirty-two other
volumes valued at fifty pounds of filyer *. 'The {carcity of

b Tuis nretended, that Gregory the Great, Vol Hift. Lat. p: gco. About the fame
in the year 580, ordered all the ulcripts time BruTus ar Claris Oratoribuy, and
of Livy to be barnt which could be found, fumie of the Rhetorical pieces, with a com-

. o riter who enforced the dofirineof  plete copy of De Oratere, were difcovered
digies, By the way, Livy himfelf often  and circalated by Flavios Blondus, and his
tes his difbelief of thofe foperfti- i Flav. Blond. Ital. Tllnftrat, p. 346.
He fludies to = the idi that William Selling, 2 monk
culous portents ;- and he only me: when  of y, about 1480, brought with
it came in his way, to record the ity  him from Iualy Cicera’sbook De Republica,
of the people, not to propagatea bel fof  butthat it wasburntwith other manufcripts.
fuch ablordities: It ‘was the foperfittion of  Scripts Brit. CELLINGUS,

the people, not-of the hiftorian. Antonio = 5 Cexairs
Buccatelli ds {2id. to have porchafed of L yg B

us @ beautiful manufenpt of Livy, £ Vit. Abbat.S. Albani. Brit. Muf, MSS.
ich he gave the latter o large ficld, in Cotton. Clands B. 1

In' the royal manu-

1455- € De Bibliothecis, foriptsin John of Salifbury's ExTenticUs,
See I Hift. et there s written; *¢ Hunc librum fecit do-
dttotom, L. pe “ Tninas yon- abbas :5. Albani : .quem

¢ Fabricius meniions two manuferiptsof ¢ poltea venditum domina Ricaapo nE
Salluft, one written in the year 1178, and = Buay, cpifcopo Dunelmenfi emit Mi-
and the other in the year oo, Bibl, Lat. chael abbas 5. Albafi ab executoribus
L.i.c. g Sallull is cited by a Byzantine  ** preedifti epifcopi, A. 5.0 MES,

writer, Joanues Antiochenus, of an eerly  ¥3 D.oive 3.0 Ruchar otherwife
gentury. . Excerpt. Peirelc. . p 303 Mr. called Richard Avngervylle, is faid to have
Tume favs, that Salluft’s’ larger hiftory is alone pofl 1 more boaks than all the bi-
cited by Fitz Stephens, in his defeription of  fhops of England topether.  Befides the
London,  Hift. Engl. ii. 440, 4tocedit. fixed Libraries which he had formed in his
s fays, that Poggius, about feveral palaces, the floor of his common

*s books apartment was focovered with books, that

ho entered could pot ‘with due re-
pproach his prefence, Gl Cham-
bre

7
ir

Y
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parchment undoubtedly prevented the tranfeription of many

other books in thefe {ocieties.

About the year 1120, one

mafter Hugh, being appointed by the convent of Saint-
edmondfbury in Suffolk to write and illuminate a grand
copy of the bible for their library, could procure no parch-
ment for this purpofe in England *.

In confequence of the tafte for letters and liberal ftudies
introduced by the Normans, many of the monks became
almoft as good critics as-catholics; and not only in France
but in England, a great variety of Latin writers, who ftudied
the elegancies of ftyle, and the arts of claffical compofition,
appeared foon after the Norman conqueft. A view of the
writers of this clafs who flourifhed in England for the two

bre, Contin. Hift. Dunelm. apud What.
Angl. Sacr. 1. 765, He kept binders, il-
luminators, and writers in his palaces.
¢ Antiquaniorum, feriptorum, correctoram,
¢ colligatorum, illuminatorum, &c.” Phi-
lobibl, cap. viii. p. 34. edit. 159g. Petrarch
fays, that he had once 2 cenverfation with
Aungervylle, concerning the ifland called
by the antients Thule, whom he calls #i-
rum ardegtis ingenii. Pewrarch, Epilt. i. 3.
His book entitled Puiroriziox, or De
e Ddrorim vt inflitutione Biblistbecer,
fippofed to be tten by . Robert
Holcott a Domin I » was hnifhed in
hig manor of Aulkland, A I 1343. He
founded a library. at Qxford : and it is re-
markable, that in the book - above

tioned, he apologifes for ad

poetsinto his colletion. “ Puare mon me-

¥

¢ gleximus FABULAS PoETARUML'
Xt p.° 43, Xviii. p. §7. %ix, 55
18 maore complaifant to the
apge, where he fays, thar t
\‘,'a:'thll' to bs admitted to 1
with books. ¢ Lai
 munione fint in iy
He prefers books ofthe 3 O tréa-
tifes in faw. Cap: . p. 41, He laments that
good literatnre had entirely ceafed in the
univerfity of I* Cap. ix. p. 38. He
admits Panffetos exipnos into his library.
Cap. vill. 50, He employed Statemarios

and Librarior, not only in England, but in
France, Italy, and Germany. Cap. x. p.
34. He regrets the total ignorance of the
Greek language ; but adds, that he has
provided for the fudents of his library both
Greek and Hebrew grammars, Ibid. p. 40.
He calls Paris the paradife of the avorid,
and fays, that he purchafed there a variety
of invaluable volumes in all fciences, which
yet wen:m:g!eﬂed and pcri!l]ing. C;l!'l_ Vill.
p. 11.  While chancellor and treafurer of
England, inflead of the uftal prefents and
new-year’'s gifts appendant to his office, he
chole to : perquifites in bools.
fn';.' thee favour ward the third he gain[‘.d
accels to the | ies of the moit capital
monalteries ; w he fhook off the dult
from volumes preferved in chefts and preffes
which had not been opened for many ages,
Ibid. 29, 30

i Monait, _-'Lrlgll, I.P 200:
revenue-roll of or
bifhop of Winch
e

In the. great
year of John Gervey

1 commodity
But as the quantity or
olls is not {pecified, no pre-
can be drawn. Comp. MS.
membran, in archiv. Wulvel, Winton,
Compare Anderfon, Comm. i. 153, fub
anp. 1313,

g {1:1_1{%-(111;’111_
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fubfequent centuries, till the reftlefs {pirit of novelty brought
on an attention to other ftudies, neceffarily: follows from
what has been advanced, and naturally forms the conclufion
of our prefent inveftigation.

Soon after the acceflion of the conqueror; John. commonly
called Joannes Grammaticus, having ftudied polite literature
at Paris,” which‘not only from the Norman connection,
but from the credit of its profeflors, became the fafhionable
univerfity of our countrymen, was employed in educating the
fons of the Norman and Englith nobility . He wrote an
explanation of Ovid’s Metamorphofes ® and a, treatife on the
art of metre or verfification . Among the manuferipts of
the library of New College in Oxford, I have feen a book of
Latin poetry, and many pieces in Greek, attributed to this
writer . He flourifhed about the year 1070. In the reign
of Henry the firft, Laurence, prior of the church of Durham,
wrote nine books of Latin elegies. But Leland; who- ha
read all his works, prefers his compofitions in oratory ; and
adds, that for an improvement in rhetoric and eloquence, he
frequently exercifed his talents in framing Latin defences on
dubious cafes which occurred among his-friends. He likewife,
amongft a variety of other elaborate pieces on {aints, confel-
fors, and holy virgins, in which he humoured the times and.
his profeffion, compofed a critical treatife on the method of
writing Epiftles, which appears to have been a favourite

§
5
7
1
§
|

i See Bale, iv. 40. 1250,  Alexander Necham wrote in Meta-

% [utepumenta fuper Owidii Metamorybifis. merpheffe Owidii. Tann. Bibl. p. s40.
MSS. Bibl. Bodl. fup. A 1. Art. 85, Where 1 Another title of this piece is, Poetira
it is given to Johannes Guallenfis, a Fran-  magwaFobaumts Anplict, c. Cantabr. M3

cifean friar of Oxford, and afterwards & More, 121. It is both in profe and verfe.
ftudent at Paris. It is alfo MSS, Digh.  He begins with this panegyric on the uni-
104, fol. 323. The fame piece is extant verfity of Paris. # Parifiana jubar diffundit
under the name of this latter [ohn, entitled, s gloria clerus.” He likewile wrote Ceon-
7 ¢ moralitares in Lib, 1. Meta- pendivm Grammatices,
/ J . Printed at m MSS. Bibl. Coll. Nov. Oxon. 2356
Paris 150g. DBut this Johannes Guallenfis 237, But thefe are faid to belong to Joan-
{eems to have been chiefly a philofopher  més Philoponus. See Phot. Bibl, Cod. Jxxv.
and theologift. He Hourilhed abowt 4. D, Cave,p 441. edit, 1,

fubjeét.
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fubject *.

faint Alban %,

He died in 1154°.
Dunftable, a monk of Saint Alban’s,
poem in elegiac verfz, containing two

1.

About the fame time Robert
wrote an elegant Latin
books *, on the life of

The firft book is opened thus-

Albani celebrem czlo terrifque trium phum
Ruminat inculte carmine Clio rudis.

We are not to expeft Leonine rhymes in thefE writers,
which became fafhionable fome years afterwards®. Their

* See what is {aid of Jahn Flanvill below.

* Lel. Script, Brit. P- 204. 203.

" Itisalong poem, containing thirteen
hundred and fixty Jines.

% In the Britith Muﬁ:um,MSS.CoL:._J'uL.
D.iii. 2. CLaup. E, 4- There are more
of his Latin poems on facred dubjedts in
the Britifh Mufeum. But moft of them are
of aninferior compofition, and, as I fup-
gole, of another hand.

£onine verfes are {aid to have been
dnvented and firft ufed by a French monk of
Saint Viftor at Mar(eilles, nanted Lésninus,
or Leonine, about the year 1135. Pafguier,
Recherch. de 1a France, vii, z, P. §00. 3.
- Goo, It ishowever certain, that rhymed
atin verfes were in nfe much earlier. [
have before obferved, that the Sehola Faler-
#itana was publifthed 1100, See Mafliezu,
Hift. Fr. Poef. p. 77. Fauchett, Rec, p. 52.
76. feq. ..'lnLIP[ have feen a Latin poeth
of four hundred Tlines, « Moyfis Mitii Ber-
“* gomatis de rébos Betgomenfibus, Jafi-
“*'niani hujos nominis fecandi  ByZantii
** Imperatoris juilh  conferipram, anno a
¢ falute nofirn 507.” The suthor was the
.l:i:lnpcmr's feribe or fecretary, It begins
thus :

Alme Deus, reftor
bernas,

Nec finis ablfque modo fedes fuitare fu~
pernas,

qui mundi regna gu.

Itis atthe end af**«Adkillis Muti theatrum.
Bergomi, typis Comini Venturae, 1596."
Pelloutier has given a very early {pecimen
«of Latin Rhymes. Mem. fir la Lang. Cele.

parti.vol.i. ch. »fi. p.2o. He quates the
writer of the life of S. Faron, who relates,
that Clotarins the fecond, having conguered
the Saxons in the be inning of the feyenth
century, commanded a Latin panegyrical
fong to be compofed on thar occafion, which
was fung all over France, It is fomewhat
m the medfure of their vernacular poetry,
at that time made to be fung to the harp,
and begins with this fanza,

De Clotario elt canere rege Francorum

Quii ivie Pugrare cum gente Saxonum

Quam graviter provenifier miflis Savo num

8i non fuiffer inclitos Faro de gente Bur-
gundionum,

Latin rhymes feem 4o have been it ufed
in the church-hymns, But Leéthine verfes
&re properly the Roman hexameters or pen-
tameters thymed.  Andit is not improbable
that they took their name from the nonk
ebovementioned, who was the moft popular
-and almoft only Latin poet of his time in
France, He wrote many Letin Ppigces not
dn rhyme, and in 2 good fyle of Latin ver.
fification. Particularly a Latin heroic poem
in twelve books, containing the hiffary of
the bible from the creation of the warld to
the flory of Ruth. Alfo forme elepies,
which have a tolerable degree of claflic
purity.  Some fuppofe, that pope Leo the
fecond, about the year 630, 1 great reformer
of the chants and hymas of the chureh, in-
vented this fort of verfe.
1t is remarkable, that Beds ‘whi lived ix
the eighth century, in his book bz Arte
Mserrica, does natfeess to have knows
£= rhas
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verfes are of a higher caft, and have a claffical turn. The
following line, which begins the fecond book, is remarkably

flowing and harmonious, and much in the manner of
Claudian.

Pieridum ftudiis clauftri laxare rigorem.

Smoothnefs of verfification was an excellence which, like
their Saxon predeceflors, they ftudied to a fault, Henry of
Huntingdon, commonly known and celebrated as an hifto-
rian, was likewife a terfe and polite Latin poet of this pe-
riod. He was educated under Alcuine of Anjou, a canort
of Lincoln cathedral. His principal patrons were Aldwin
and Reginald, both Normans, and abbots of Ramfey. His
turn for poetry did not hinder his arriving to the dignity of
n archdeacon. Leland mentions eight books of his epi-
grams, amatorial verfes ', and poems on phi!ufuphicul {ub-
jects *. 'The proem to his book Dz Hereis, has this elegant
invocation.

. |
-
B |
1
4
3

Vatum nragne parens, herbarum Pheebe repertor,
Vofque, quibus refonant Tempe jocofa, dez !
Si mihi ferta prius hedera florente paraftis,
Ecce meos flores, ferta parate, fero.

that rhyme was a common ornament of the
church hymns of his time, many of which
he quotes,  See Opp. tom. i, 34. cap. pe-
nult. But this chapter, I think, is all taken
from Marias Viftorinue, a much older
writer. 'The hymns which Bede quotes are
extremely barbarous, confifting of a modu-
lated ftrufture, or 2 certain number of feet
jthout quantity ; like the odes of the
1s or {calds of that age, ** Ut funt,
y5, CATMInA YULGARIUM POETA-
% In the mean time we muft not
that the early French troubadours
som a fort of rhyme in their vernacular

poetry partly diftinguifhed from the com-
mon fpecies, which they call Lecnine or
Leonime. Thus Gualtier Arbalefirier de
Belle-perche, in the beginning of his ro-
mance of Judas Maccabeus, written before
the year 1280.

Je ne di pas k’ ancun bian dit

Ni mette par faire la ryme

Qu comfonante ou Jeanime.
But enough has been faid on a fubjedt of
fo little importance.

+ See Wharton, Angl. Sacr. i, 29,

t Lel, Seript. Brit. p. 197,
But .
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But Leland appears to have been moft pleafed with Henry's
poetical epiftle to Elfleda, the daughter of Alfred®. In the
Bodleian library, is 2 manufeript Latin peem of this wri er,
on the death of king Stephen, and the arrival of Henry the
fecond in England, which is by no means contemptible v,
He occurs as a witnefs to the charter of the monaftery of
Sautree in the year 1147 Geoffrey of Monmouth was
bifhop of Saint Afaph in the year 1152 /. He was indefa-
tigable in his enquiries after Britifh antiquity; and was
patronifed and affifted in this purfuit by Walter, archdeacon
of Oxford, a diligent antiquarian, and Alexander, bithop of
Lincoln ’. His credulity as an hiftorian has been defervedly
cenfured : but fabulous hiftories were then the fathion, and
he well knew the recommendation his work would receive
from comprehending all the popular traditions*. His lati-
nity rifes far above mediocrity, and his Latin poem on Mer-
lin is much applauded by Leland*.

We muft not judge of the general ftate of fociety by the
more ingenious and dignified churchmen of this period ; who
feem to have furpaffed by the moft difproportionate degrees
in point of knowledge, all other members of the commu-
nity. Thomas of Becket, who belongs to the twelfth cen-
tury, and his friends, in their epiftles, diftinguith each other
by the appellation of philofophers, in the courfe of their
correfpondence °. By the prefent diffufion of literature, even
thofe who are illiterate are yet fo intelligent as to ftand more
on a level with men of profefied fcience and knowledge ;
but the learned ecclefiaftics of thofe times, as is evident

© Ut fupr. # Leland, Script. Brit. p. 1qo.

* MBSS. Digh. 65. fol. z7. His writings
are numercns, and of various kinds, In
Trinity college library at Qxford there isa
fine copy of his book D¢ imapine Mund:,
MSS. Cod. 64. pergamen. 'l'ﬁ;is is @ very
€ommon manufeript.

* Wharton, Ang. Sacr. ii. 872,

¥ Wharton, Ecclel. Affav. p. 306,

i See SecT. ni. infr. p. 124,

b In the Britith Mufeum, MSS. Coty,
Tue. A, xix. Vesras. B,

« See Quadrilog. Vit. T, Becket, Bruxell.
16i82. qto. And Concil. Mag. Brit, et Hib.
tom. i p. 441. Many of thele epiftles are
il in manufeript.

from
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from many paffages in their writings, appear, and not with
out reafon, to have confidered the reft of the world as totally
immerfed in ignorance and barbarity. A moft diftinguifhed
ornament of this age was John of Salifbury °. His ftyle has
a remarkable elegance and energy. His PoLiCRATICON is
an extremely pleafant mifeellany ; replete with erudition,
and a judgment of men and things, which proparly belongs
to a more fenfible and reflefting ‘period. His familiar ac-
quaintance with the claflics, appears not only from the
happy facility of his language, but from the many citations
of the pureft Roman authors, with which his works are
perpetually interfperfed. Montfaucon aflerts, that fome parts
of the fupplement to Petronius, publifhed as a genune and
valuable difcovery a, few years ago, but fince fuppofed to be
fpurious, are quoted in the PoLicraTICON % He was an
illuftrious rival of Peter of Blois, and the friend of many
learned foreigners‘. I have not feen any {pecimens of his
Latin poetry*; but an able judge has pronounced, that no-
thing can be more eafy, finifthed, and flowing than his
verfes . He was promoted to high ftations in the church
by Henry the fecond, whofe court was crouded with fcho-
lars, and almoft equalled that of his cotemporary William
king of Sicily, in the fplendor which it derived from encou-
raging erudition, and affembling the learned of various
countries *. Eadmier wasa monk of Canterbury, and endeared

® =« Eepdeit-in Italia omnium bonarem £ See Leland, Seript. Brit. p.zte. Henry
« artium facile polt Grecigm parente.’”  theJfecond fent Gualterus, fiyled Axcri-
Lélind. Script. Brit, p. zo7. But he like-  cus, his chaplain, into_Sicily, o infirnd
wife fpent fome time at Oxford. Policrat.  William king of Sicily in literature. 'Wil-
viil. 22. liam was fo pleafed with his malter, that

« Bibl. MB8S. There is an allufion to  he made him archbithop of Palermo, Bale,
the Policraticon in the RoMaw pe LaRose. il 73, Hediedin 1177, Peter of Blois

Et vetras en POLICRATIQUE. wis Gualter’s coadjutor ; and he tells us,
V. joich. that he taunght William the rudiments  wer-
Tl ibid. “ fifcatorier artis et Literatoria” Epift.

¢ Except the fable of the helly and Petr. Blefenf. ad Gualt. Fitts mentions a
members in fong and fhort. Fabric. Med,  piece of Gualterus De lingue Latine rudi-
Ay, iv. p. 877. mentis, p. 141, There 18 4 William of
£ Lel. ut fapr. p.297. Blois, toteporary with Peter and his bro-
ther,
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by the brilliancy of his genius, and the variety of his litera-
n-.-rc, to Ani'el_rn,:u'chl;iihop of that fee’. He was an elegait
writer of hiftory, but exceeded in the artifices of compofi-
tion, and the choice of matter, by his cotemporary William
of Malmefbury. - The latter was a monk of Malmefbury,
and 1t reflefts no fmall honour on his fraternity that they
clected him their librarian . His merits as an hiftorian have
been juitly duplayed and recommended by lord Lyttelton .
But his abilities were not- confined to profe. He wrote
many pieces of Latin poetry, ; and it is remarkable, that
almoft all the profeffed writersiin profe of this age made
experiments in verfe. His patron was Robert carl of Glo-
cefter ;7 who, amidit the violent eivil commotions which
difquieted the reign of king Stephen, found leifure and
opportunity to. protet and. promote literary merit ', Till
Malmefbury’s works: appeared, Bede had been the chief and
principal writer of Englith hiftory. But a general {pirit of
writing hiftery, owing to that curiofity which more polifhed
manners introduce, o an acquaintance with the antient hifto-
rians, and to the improved knowledge of a language in which
fatts could be recorded with grace and dignity, was now pre-
vailing. Befides thofe 1 have mentioned,- Simeon of Dur-
ham, Roger Hoveden, and Benediét abbot of Peterborough,
are hiftorians whofe narratives. have a liberal caft, and whofe

ther, whom [ mention  here, as he
to have written what were called ¢
o Tragadie, and tc ‘e been pre
an abbacy inSiei i1
Pater mentior
= [Hud nobile
¢ Guliclmi, quand
" meediis eb Trage
tione fervili degenerans
Boxvi. And again to th
“ Nomen veftrum
* quam quAtuCr Sacr. i1, Pref. p. xii.

© reddent Trapedia v Te | ¥ In his Hiftory of Henry the fecond,
' et Marco, verfus de Puirce ®r ¥ Gee Cave, Hift. Lic p- 641,

details

“* Musca, Comeedia veftra pz Azpa,
e yifk, xciii,
" Leland, Script. Brit. P. 178. There
is 2 poem De Lavoteus ANsELm1, and
an epicedion on that prelate, common!
afcribed to Eadmer, See Fabric. Bibi.
Med. Lat il p. z10. feq. Leland doubts
whether thefe pieces belong to him or to
William of Chefler, a learned monk, pa-
wonifed by Anfelm.  Seript. Brit. P 185,
! Lel. p. 195. But fee Wharton, Angl,

'
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details rife far above the dull uninterefting precifion of pa-
tient annalifts and regular chronologers. John Hanvill, a
monk of Saint Alban’s, about the year 1190, ftudied rhe-
toric at Paris, and was diftinguifhed for his tafte even among
the numerous and polite fcholars of that flourifhing femi-
nary ®. His ARCHITRENIUS 18 a learned, ingenious, and
very entertaining performance. It is a long Latin poem in
nine lw:N-L, dedicated to Walter bifhop of Rouen, The
defign of the work may be past]\,f conjectured from its af-
i\,ucd Greek title: but it is, on the whole, a mixture of
fatire and panegyric on public vice and virtue, with fome
hiftorical digreffions. In the exordium is the following ner-
vous and f{pirited addrefs.

Tu Cyrrhe latices noftrz, deus, implue menti ;
Izlfaqun rorem ficcis infunde Lll}-_ lis :

: Diftillaque favos, quos nondum pallidus auro

, Scit Tagus, aut fitiens admotis Tantalus undis :
Dirige qua timide fufcepit dextera, dextram
Audacem pavidamque juva: Tu mentis habenas
Fervoremque rege, &c.

Tn the fifth book tlie poet has the following allufions to the
fables of Corineus, Brutus, king Arthur, and the popula-
tion of Britain from Troy. He feems to have copied thefe
traditions from Geoffrey of Menmouth ™.

e emmmeeneen= Tamen Architrenius inftat,

Et genus et gentem quarit ftudiofius : :lh

Tros genus, et gentem tribuit Lodonefia, nutrix
Plﬂ:bltlt irriguam morum Cornubia mammanm,
Poft odium fati, Phrygiis inventa: Smaraudus
Hanc domitor mundi Tyrinthius, alter Achilles,

2 Lel. p. 250, n See Hil, Galfnd, Men, 1. xi, xvi, xvii, &c.

Atrideque




DISSERTATION II.

Atrideque timor Corinzus, ferra gygantum,
Clavatjue monftrifera, fociz delegit alumnam
Omnigenam Troj=z, pluvioque fluviflua latte
Filius exilio feflie dedit ubera matri.
A quo dicta prius Corineia, dicitur aucto
Tempore corrupte Cornubia nominis hzres.
1lle gygantzos attritis offibus artus
Implicuit letho, Tyrrheni littoris hofpes,
Indomita virtute gygas; non corpore mole
Ad medium prefla, nec membris denfior zquo,
Sarcina terrifica tumuit Titania mente.
Ad Ligeris ripas Aquitanos fudit, et amnes
Francorum potuit lacrymis, et cede vadoque
Sanguinis enfe ruens, fatiavit rura, togaque
Punicea veftivit agros, populique verendi
Grandiloquos fregit animofa cufpide faftus.
Integra, nec dubio bellorum naufraga flutu,
Nec vice fufpeta titubanti faucia fato,
Indilata dedit fubitam vi€toria laurum.
Inde dato curfu, Bruto comitatus Achate,
Gallorum {polio cumulatus, navibus =quor
Exarat, et fuperis auraquc faventibus utens,
Litora felices intrat Tolonefia portus:
Promiflumque foli gremium monftrante Diana,
Incolumi cenfus loculum ferit Albion alno.
Hzc eadem Bruto regnante Britannia nomen
Traxit in hoc tempus: folis Titanibus illa,
Sed paucis, habitata domus ; quibus uda ferarum
Terga dabant veftes, cruor hauftus pocula, trunci
Antra lares, dumeta toros, cznacula rupes,
Preeda cibos, raptus venerem, {peftacula czdes,
Imperium vires, animum furor, impetus arma,
Mortem pugna, fepulchra rubus : monftrifque gemebat
Monticolis tellus: fed eorum plurima traftus

h Pars
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Pars erat occidui terror ;

majorque premebat

Te furor extremum zephyri, Cornubia, limen,
Hos avidum belli Corinzi robur Averno
Pracipites mifit;;, cubitis ter quatuor altum.
Gogmagog; Hergulea fufpendit in acre luéta,
Anthzumque fuum. fcopulo demifit 10 =quor.:
Potavitque dato Thetis ebria fanguine fluctus,
Pivifumque tulit; mare corpus, Cerberus umbram.;
Nobilis a Phrygiz tanto Cornubia gentem
Sanguine derivat, fucceflio cujus Talus

In generis partem recipit complexa Pelafgam..
Anchifeque domum : ramos, hine Pandrafus, inde
Sylvius extendit, focioque a fidere fidus

Plenius effundit triplicatze lampadis 1gnes.

Hoc trifido {ola. Coringei poftera mundum.
Preradiat pubes, quartique puerpera Phoebi
Pullulat. Arthurum, facie dum falfus adulter
Tintagel irrumpit, nec amoris Pendragon ftu
Vincit, et omnificas Merlini confulit artes,
Mentiturque ducis habitus, et rege latente
Induit abfentis prefentia Goylois ora ’,

There is a falfe glare of expreflion, and no great juftnefs of
fentiment, in thefe verfes ; but they are animated, and flow
in a ftrain of poetry. " 'They are, pompous and fonorous ;
but thefe faults have been reckoned beauties even 1n polifhed

ages. In the fame book our
different merits of the fatires

o Milton appears to have Heen much
ftrack with this part of the amtiént Britith
Hiftory, and to; have defigned it for the
fubjeél of an ‘epic poem. Erirara.Di-
MON1S, Vs 162
Ipfe ego Dardanizs Rutupina per quora

appes
Dicam, et Pendrafides regnum vetus Ino-
genix,

author thus characterifes the
of Horace and Perfius.

Brennmque Arviragumque  duces, prif-
cumnitjue Belinuin,

Et tandem Armericos Britonum fub lege
colonos @

Tum gravidam Arture, fatali frande, lo-
gernen,

Mendaces valtus, aﬂ'umpmqutﬁorlc]s arma,

Merlini delus.

See alfo Milton’s Maxsus, v. 8o.

Perfius




DISSERTATION 1
Perfius in Flacei pelago decurrit; et audet,
Mendicafle ftylum fatyre, ferrague-cruentus
Rodit, et ignorat polientem peétora limam ’.

In the third book he defcribes the happy .parﬁnmny of the

Ciftereian monks.

O fanéta; ‘o felix; albis galeata 'cucullis,
Libera ‘paupertas’! Nudo jejunia paftu
Traéta diu folvens, nee corruptuta palatam

Mollitie menifaz,

Batchus ‘conyivid nullo

Murmiure. contutbat, Hec ficra cubilia mentis
Inquinat adventu. Stoniacho languente mintitrat
Solennes epulas ventris gravis hofpita Thetis,

Et paleis armata Ceres, ~ §i tertia menfie 1
Copia’ fuccedat, truncantur olufcula, quorum
Offendit macies oculos, pacemqué meretut,

Deterretque famem pallenti fobria cultu *.

Among Digby’s manuferipts in the Bodleian library, are
Hanyill's Latin epigrams, epiftles, and fmaller poems; many

of which have confiderable merit .
metrical tra&t, entitled. De EpisToLARUM CoMPOSITION

Thiey areé followed by a

el

But-this piece is written in rhyme, and feems 'to be poftérior
to; the age, at. leaft inferior to the genius, of  Hanvill,- He

* Juvenal is alfo cited by John of Salit-
bury, ‘Perer ' of Blois, Vitcentins Bellova.
cenfis, Geoffrey of Monmouth, and other
writers ‘of the middle ages. ‘They often
callhim Erarices - “See’ articolarly Petr.
BIEL Epift. exvii, Some Jines from Javenal
are cit_c(‘-l byHetiorius Augultodunus, a prieft
of Buirgun ¥y who widte about 1300, 1n his
Dy P.’).".'rgfi_;‘.-f'.r'a Mundi, Prafat, ad lib. iv,
The tenth fatire ‘of Juvénal is quoted by
Chemicer inTHo61Lvs and CREsseine, b,
WOV, 167, pag, 307, ¢dit. U, There is
anold Tralian metaphrafe of Juvenal done
In 1475, and publifhed foon afterwards, b
Georgio Summaripd, of Verona, Giormale

de Letterati d'Ttalia, ‘tom. viti; podid Ju-
venal was printed. at, Rome as, easly as.
1474

% ‘Ihere are twomanufcripts of this poem,
from which I tranferibe, in the Bodleian
library, DISS. Digh, 64, and 347..-One
of_thefe, has a glofs, -but mot that of Fugo
Legaws, mentioned by, Bailler., Jugem,
Savgdy, puizg7eedit. gto. “Lhis -posm s
faid to have been,printed: ar, Pasisigi7,
4t¢. Bibl. Thuan: tem, dis p. 286.. This
edidon I have never feen, and believe. it to
be an extremely fearce book.

" Cod. Digh, 64, ur figpr.
h 2 Was
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Pars erat occidui terror ; majorque premebat

Te furor extremum zephyri, Coraubia, limén.

Hos avidum belli Corinz: robur Averno
Pracipites mifir; cubitis ter guatuor altum
Gogmagog-Herculea fufpendit in acre lucta,
Anthzumque fuum {copulo demifit ih @quor;
Potavitque dato Thetis ebria fanguine fluctus,
Pivifumque tulit: mare corpus, Cerberus umbran:.

Nobilis a Phrygiz tanto

Cornubia gentem

Sanguine derivat, fucceflio cujus Tulus

In generis partem recipit complexa Pelafgam
Anchifeeque domum : ramos hine Pandrafus, inde
Sylvius extendit; focioque a fidere fidus

Plenius effundit triplicatz: lampadis 1gnes,

Hoc trifido. fola Coringei

poftera mundum

Praradiat pubes, guartique puerpera Phebi
Pullulat. Arthurum, facie dum falfus.adulter
Tintagel irrumpit, nec amoris Pendragon zftu
Vincit, et omnificas Merlini confulit artes,
Mentiturque ducis habitus, et rege latente
Induit abfentis prafentia Gorlois ora °,

There is a falfe glare of expreflion, and no great juftnefs of
fentiment, in thefe verfes ; but they are animated, and flow

in a ftrain of poetry.

They are, pompous and fonorous ;

but thefe faults have been reckoned beauties even in polifhed

ages. In the fame book our
different merits of the fatires

o Milton appears to have been much
firuck with this part of the antient Britih
Hiftory, and to; have defligned it for the
fubjet of an'epic poem. Epirira. Da-
MONIS, Vo162

Ipfe ego Dardanias Rutupina per mquora
i\:][‘p.":i
Dicam, et |

SENLT,

ndrafidos’ regnum vetus Ino-

author thus charatterifes the
of Horace and Perfius.

Brennbmque Arvirapumque  duces, pril-
cumgge Belinum,

Et tandem Armoricos Britonum fub lege
colonos

Tam: gravidam: Avture, fatali frapde, To
gerncn,

Mendaces vultos, affum ptaqueGorlois arma,

Merlini dolus, ——

See alfo Milton's Mansus, v. 8o.

Perd
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Perfius in Flacci pelago decurrit; et audet.
Mendicaffe ftylum fatyre, ferraque cruentus
Rodit, et ignorat policntem pectora limam ’.

I the third book he defcribes the jlﬂppﬁr 1}&1‘ﬁ111011y of the

Ciftercian monks.

O fané¥a, o felix; albis galeata cucullis,
Libera 'paupertas | Nudo jejunia paftu
Tracta diu folvens, neée corruptura palatum
Mollitie meniz.” Bacchus convivid nulls’
Murmure. contutbat, nec ficra cubilia mentis

Inqumat adventu. Stomatho langtiente miniftrat

Solennes epulas ventris gravis hofpita Thetis,

Et paleis armata Ceres,

Si tertia menfze.

Copia’ fuccedat,” trancantir olufcul, quorum
Offendit macics oculos, pacemqué merefur,
. Deterretque famem pallenti {obria cultu %

Among Digby's manufcripts in the Bodleian library, are
Hanvill's Latin epigrams, epiftles, and fmaller posms, many
of which have confiderable merit *, They ate followed by a
metrical tra®t, entitled De EprisToLARUM CoMPOSITIONE.
But this piece is written in rhyme, and feems to be polterior
to, the age, at. leaft inferior to the genius, of Hanvill. He

P Javendl 3 alfo cited by John of Salif-
bury, ‘Perer of Blois, Vincentius Bellovas
cenfis, Geoffrey of Monmouth, and other
writers ‘of the middle ages. They often
callhim ETrrcvs. See particularly Perr.
Blef, Epift. Texvil, Some Jines from Juvenal
artcited by Honorlue Aigullodanas, a prielt
of Bigundy, who' wiote aboat 13c0, an his

D¢ Plilofopbia Munds, Prefat. ad lib. v..

The tenth fatire of Juvenal is quaoted by
Chauter in T'RoiLus and Crusseipe, b,
W. . 197, pag. 369, edit, Urr, - There is
ari old Tralian ‘metaphrafe of Juvenal done
in 1475, and publithed foon afterwards, b

Georgio Summaripd, of Verona. Giom:u]t:

de_Letterati d’Italiz, ‘tom, viii: p-dds [ Ju-
veal was printed. at, Rome. as early as.
1474

1 Thereare two manufcripts of this poem,
from hich I tranferibe, an the Bodleian
libracy, MSS. Digh, 64.: and 447. - One
of-thefe; has a glofs, but mot that of Huga
Legatus,: mentioned. by, Bailler., Jugem,
Savadv, puizgreedit. gto. . This poem (s
faid to have been.printed: at. Pagis, 1517,
4to, Bibl. Thuan: tom. i, p. z86. This
edition I have never feen, and believe. it to
be'an extremely. fearce bool,

' Cod. Digh, 64. ut fupr.

h 2 was
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i

was buried in the abbey church of faint Alban's, foon after
the year 1200°. Gyraldus Cambrenfis deferves particular
gegard for the univerfality of his works, many of which are
written with fome degree of elegance. He abounds with
quotations of the beft Latin poets. He was an hiftorian, |
an antiquary, a topographer, a divine, a philofopher, and
a poet. His love of fcience was fo great, that he refufed
two bifhopricks ; and from the midft of public bufinefs,
with which his political talents gave him a confiderable
connetion in the court of Richard the firft, he retired to
Lincoln for feven years, with adefign of purfuing theolo-
gical ftudies'. He recited his book on the topography of
Ireland in public at Oxford, for three days fucceffively. On
the firft day of this recital he entertained all the poor of the
it city ; on the fecond, all the doétars in the feveral faculties,
! and fcholars of better notes and on the third, the whole
body of ftudents, with the citizens and foldiers of the gar-
rifon®. It is probable that this was a ceremony practifed
on the like occafion in the univerfity of Paris *; where Giral-

[

by e

» Bale. iii. 45
i Wharton, Angl. Sder. ii, 374.
¥ Wood, Hift. Antiq. Univ, Oxon. i

col.-1.° It appears that the mayor and ci-
tizens of Oxi!'::rd were conftantly invited 1o
thefe folemnities. In the year 1400, two
monks of the priory of Chrift Church in

5
i
o

6.

* * Bat Wood infinuates, that this fump-
tuous entertainment was partly given by
Gyraldus, as an inceptor in the arts, Ubs
fupr, p. 25. col. 1. Which praétice I have
mentioned, SEcT.ix. p. zgo. nfr. Apd
1-will here add other inftances, efF:ti;t]Iy
as they are proofs of the efimation in
which letters, at lealt literary honours,
were held. In the year 1268, the inceptors
in civil law at Oxbord were fo nomerons,
and attended by fuch a number of geefts,
that the academical houfes or hoftels were
not fufficient for théir sccommodation ¢
and the company filled not only thefe,
but even the refedtory, cloifters, and many
apartments cf Ofeney abbey, near the (-
burbs of Oxford. At which time many
Italians ftudying at Oxford were admitred
i that faculty., Weod, wbi fupr. p. z5.

Canterbury were feverally admitted (o the:
degree of doftor in divinity and civil law
at Oxford. - 'The expences were paid by
their monaftery, and ameunted to 118/, 3s.
84, Regiflr.. Priorat. pergamon. MSS.
Tanner, Oxon.  Num. 165..fol. 212, 2.
Among other articles there is, ¢ In folu-
“ tione faftaHisTriowisvs.” fol. 213.a2.
[See SecT. ii, p. g1.inir.} Atlength thele
fcholaftic banguets grew to fuch excels,
that it was ordered in the year 1434, that
no inceptor in acts ﬂmuii‘) expend more
than “ q000 groflos Turonenfes.” Vet.
Stat,  Sece Leland, Coll. P. ii. tom, 1. p.
2g6, 297/ edit, 1770. But the linmts-
tion was a confidersble fum. Each is
fomewhat lefs than an Englifh groat. Not-
withftanding, Neville, afterwards arch-
bithop of York, on his admiffion to the

degree
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dus had ftudied for twenty years, and where he had been
elected profeflor of canon law in the year 1189 * His ac-
count of Wales was written in confequence of the obfervi-
tions he made on that country, then almoft unknown to the
Englifh, during his attendance on an archiepifcopal vifitation.
Icannot refift the pleafure of tranferibing from this book his
picture of the romantic fituation of the abbey of Lantony
in Monmouththire. I will give it in Englifh, as my meaning
is merely to fhew how great a mafter the author was of that
fele€tion of circumftances which forms an agreeable defcrip-
tion, and which could only flow from a cultivated mind.
“ In the deep vale of Ewias, which is about a bowfhot over,
‘ and enclofed on all fides with high mountains, ftands the
« abbey church of faint John, a ftrutture covered with lead,
« and not unhandfomely built for fo lonefome a fituation :
“ on the very fpot, where formerly ftood a fmall chapel
« dedicated te famt Dawid, which had no other orfnaments
¢« than green mofs and ivy, It is a fituation fit for the exer-
“ cife of religion; and a religious edifice was firft founded
« in this fequeftered retreat to the honour of a folitary life,
“ by two hermits, remote from the noife of the world, upon
“ the banks of the river Hondy, which winds through the
* midft of the valley.-——-The rains which mountainous.
“ countries ufually produce, are here very frequent, the
* winds exeeedingly tempeftuous, and the winters almoft

degree of mafter of arts i 1452, fealted
the academics and many firangers for two
fucceffive days, at two entertainments, con-
filting of nine hundred coftly dithes. Wood.
ibid.” z219. col. 1. 2. N{lr was this re-
verence to. learning, and attention to its
inflitutions, confined to the circle of our
univerfities.  Such was the pedantry of the
times, that in the year 1503, archbithop
Wareham, chancellor of Oxford, at’his
fealt of inthronifation, ordered to be intro-
duoced in the firlt courfe a curious difh, in
which were exhibited the eight towers of
the univerfity. In every tower flood a

bedeil ; and under the towers were: figures
of the king, to whom the chancellor
Wareham,encircled with many do®ors pro-
perly habited, prefented-four Latin verfes,
which were anfwered by his majellty. The:
eight towers were thofe of Merton, Mag-
dalene, and New College, and of the -mo~
nalteries of Ofeney, Rewley, theDominican,
Auguftine, and Francifcan friars, which
five laftare now utterly deftroyed. Woed,.
ubi fupr. lib. i. p. 279. col. 1. Compare
Robinfon's Charles V. i. 323. feq,
® Whastor, ibid.

“ continually
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“« continually dark. - Yet the air of the valley is fo happily
tempered, as {carcely to be the caufe of any difeafes. The

“ monks fitting in the cloifters of the abbey, when they
chufe for a momentary refrefhment to caft their eyes
“ abroad, have on every fide a pleafing profpect of moun-
tains afcending to an immenfe height, with numerous
“ herds of wild deer feeding aloft on the higheft extremity
of this lofty horizon., The body of the fun is not vifible
“ ahove the hills till after the meridian hour, even when

¢ the air 15 moft clear.,” Giraldus adds, that Roger bifhop

of Salifbury, prime minifter- to Henry the fisft; having

vifited this place, en his return to court told the king, that

all the treafure of his majefty’s kingdom would not fuffice

to build fuch another cloifter. The bithop t:\‘plaiuf.:d himfelf

by faying, that he meant the circular ridge of mountains

f with which the vale of Ewias was cndolcd . Alexander
{ Neckham was the friend, the affociate, and the correfpendent
of Peter .of Blois already mentioned. He received the firft
part of his education in the abbey of faint Alban’s, which he
afterwards com pleted at Paris *, . His compofitions are va-
rious, and croud the department of manufcripts. in onr
publi¢ libraries. He has left numerous treatifes of divinity,
philpfophy, and morality : but he was likewife a poet, a
philologift, and a grammarian. He wrote a tra@ on the
mythology of the antient poets, Efopian fables, and a fyftem
of grammar and rhetoric. - I have feen his elegiac poem on
the mo.uihc life *, which contains fome finifhed lines. * But
his capital piece of Latin poetry 1s On the Praife of Divine
Wisnom, which confifts of feven books. In the introduc-
tion he commemorates the innocent and nreturning plea=.
fures - of his early days, which he pailed among ‘the Tearned

nionks of faint Alban’s, in thefe peripicuous *md unaffected
f](g.d.f..‘-.

sirald: Cambr Itrx, Campas Lib. ioc. 3. cp.iBg. feq: Load. 1585, 12mo.
Lel. Script. Brit. p. 240. feq, s L.b Lu;'L MSS: Bigh. 65. £.18.

w==-Clauftrum
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memmmemem Clauftrum

Martyris-Albani fit tibi tuta quies.

Hic locus: @tatis noftre primordia novit,
Annos ifelices, Jdeetitieque  dies:

Hic locus “ingenuis pueriles imbuit annos
Artibus, et noftre laddis origo fuit.

Hic locus infignes magnofque creavit alumnos,
Felix eximio martyre, gente, fitu.

Militat hic Chrifto, nottuque dieque labori
Indulget fancto religiofa cohors .

Neckham died abbot of Cirencefter in the year 1217 He
was ‘much’ attached to the ftudious repofe of the monaftic
profeflion, yet he frequently travelled into Ttaly . Walter
Mapes, archdeacon of Oxford, has been very happily ftyled
the Anacreon of the eleventh century °. ‘He ftudied at Paris .
His vein was chiefly feftive and fatirical *: and as his wit was
frequently levelled againft the corruptions of the clergy, his
poems. often appeared under fictitious names, or-have been
afcribed to others . The celebrated drinking ode' of this
genial archdeacon has the regular” returns of the monkifh
thyme : but they are here applied with a characteriftical
propriety, are fo happily invented, and fo humouroufly in-
troduced, that they net only.{uit the genius but heighten

the {pirit of the piece *, He boafts that good wine infpires
Apud Lel. Script. Brit. p. 240, % In Bibl. Bodl. a piece D¢ Nagis Ca-
e Willis, ?r]i::r. Abb. 1. 61, 62. vialium 15 given to Mapes., MSS. Arch.

Biogz. Tvwas written AvDy 2182, As
v's Hift. Hen. II, Not.  appears from Difind, iv. cap. 1. Itisin
1 five books. Many Latin poems in this
b Seeinfr: SecT. ii. p -'5:,'. |!'|,:,u'.u|"r;r1'11t fire gi\'r;u to ?'.-]aiwea. One in
& Tanner, Bibl. p. 507, particular, written in a flowing ftyle, in
b Cave, Hift, Lat. p. ye6. Compare  fhort lines, preferving no fixed metrcal

B. . 1o ;

Tanner, Bibl, 350,507, la return, many rule, which feems to have been intended
pieces went under the name of our author,  forfinging, Jn another manufeript 1 find
As, for inftance, Ds o ot de Lyae, various pieces of Latin poetry, by fome at-
which is 2 ridicolons piece of fLurrility. tributed to Mapes, Bibl. Bodl. NE. F. iii.
MSS. Bibl. Bedl. Digh. 166. f, 104 Some ot thefe are in a good tafte, Cam-

I Bee Camd. Rem P. 436, R¥THMIL den has Iu'i['_tt,'.l his Difputatio inter Cor it

U < -'Il'l--'.'\:'I.
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| Bl him to fing verfes equal to thofe of Ovid. In another Latin
: ode of the fame kind, he attacks with great livelinefs the
new injunction of pope Innocent, concerning the celibacy of
the clergy; and hopes that every married priet with his

bride, will fay a pater nofter for the foul of one who had

thus hazarded his falvation in their defence.

Ecce jam pro clericis multum allegavi,

Necnon pro prefbyteris plura comprobavi :
PaTer NosTER nunc pro me, quoniam peccavi,
Dicat quifque Prefbyter, cum fua Suavi'.

But a miracle of this age in claflical compofition was Jofcph

of Exeter, commonly called _]'Di"ephus Heanus.
two epic poems in Latin heroics.

He wrote
The firft is on the Trojan

War; it is in fix books, and dedicated to Baldwin archbifhop

of Canterbury ",

Qenlum. Rem. P 430 Tt is written in a
fort of Anacreontic verie, and has fome hu-

The f{econd 15 entitled AnTrocurrs, the

who fearched all our libraries, could find
only two. There is at prefent one in

mour. It is in MS5, Bibl. Bod. i}ilib* ut the church of Weftminfter. Another in
{upr. 166. See alfo Camd. ibid. p. 437. Bibl. Bodl. Di_%?, 157. That in Mag-
! Camd. Rem, ut fupr. dalen college is MSS, Cod. go. The beft

™ See lib. 1. 32. Lt was ficlk printéd at
Bafil, but very corruptly, in the year 1541,
Bvo. Under the name of Cornelius Nepos.
The exiftence and name of this poem feem
to have been vtierly unknown in England
when Leland wrote. He firft met with a
manufeript copy of it by mere accident in
[\.T:;gnlnE-.'u': college Iihj';'.ry at Oxford. ke
never bad even heard of it before. He
afterwards found two more copies at Paris,
But thefe were all imperfect, and without
the name of the author, except a marginal
hint. At length he difcovered a complete
copy of it in t'TiL' li!HET}' of '1'1=orm.-y a!.vhc'y
i L':lmbridgcﬂlirr:, which feems to have
afcertained the author's name, buot not
his country. Script. Brit. p. 238. The
neglet of this poem ameng our anceflors,
I mean in the ages which followed Ifca-
mus, appears from the few manufcripts of
it now sgmaining in England. Leland,

edition iz at the end of ** Diftys Cre-
‘¢ tenfis.et. Dares Phrygius, in ufl Sereniff,
*¢ Delph. cum Interpret. A, Dacerie, &c
 Amitel. 1702.” gto. But all the printed
copies have omitted paffages which I find
in the Digby manufeript. Particularly
they omit, in the addrefs to Baldwin, four
lines after v. 3z. lih. i. Thirteen lines,
in which the poet alludes to his intended
AKTIOCHELS, are omitted before v. gbaz.
lib. vi. Nor have they the verfes in which
he compliments Henry the fecond, faid by
Leland to be at the end of the fonrth
book, Script Brit. p. 238. 'The truth is,
thefe paffages would have betrayed their
firft editor’s pretence of this poem bn;_-'mg
written i't_-.' Cornelins Nrpo_«:_ Az it L_\, he
was«obliged in the addrefs to Baldwin, to
change Cantia, Kent, into Faniia; for
which he fubflitutes Pontia in the margin,
as an Ingenious cenjefture.

War
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War of Antioch, or the Crufade; in which his patron the
archbifhop was an aétor”, 'The poem of the Trojan war is
founded on Dares Phrygius, a favorite fabulous hiftorian of
that time °. The diétion of this poem is generally pure, the
periods round, and the numbers harmonious: and on the
whole, the ftructure of the verfification approaches nearly to
that of polithed Latin poetry. The writer appears to have
poffefied no common command of poetical phrafeology, and
wanted nothing but a knowledge of the Virgilian chaftity.
His ftyle is a mixture of Ovid, Statius, and Claudian, who
feem then to have been the popular patterns *. But.a few
{pecimens will beft illuftrate this criticifm. He thus, in a
ftrain of much fpirit and dignity, addreffes king Henry the
fecond, who was going to the holy war®, the intended fubject
of his ANTroCHETS.

------Tuque, oro, tuo da, maxime, vati

| Ire iter inceptum, Trojamque aperire jacentem:
Te facrz aflument acies, divinaque bella,
Tunc dignum majore tuba; tunc pectore toto
Nitar, et immenfum mecum fpargere per orbem °,

The tomb or maufoleum 'of Teuthras is feigned with a
brilliancy of imagination and expreflion; and our poet’s -

o Leland, p. 224, 228,

bly charaferifed by an . ingénious French
® The m:umi'crilpl: at Magdalen college,

writer, ¢¢ Les Faites 4’ Ovide renferment
mentioned by Leland, is entitled, Dares ¢ plus d* eruddition qu’ ancun ancre ouvrige
Phryging de bells Trojanc, Lely po 236, % del’ antiquité, - Cleft le chef d cavre
As alfo MSS. Digh. fupr, citat, But fee ¢ de ce poete, ef un: clpece de devotion
Secr. ifi. p. 135, infe; ¢ paienne." Vigneul Marville, Mift. Hilt.

® Statius is cited in the epiftles of Ste- A wrifer-of the
phen of Tournay, a writer of the ‘twelfth
centary, ¢ Divinam ejus refponfionem,
“ ut Thebais Eneida, lovge feonor, ot wif~
! tigia femper adore.””  He diedin 1200.
Ertstouk, Parif, 1611, gto. -Epifti'v.
P: 535. On .account of the wvariety
of hiz matter, and the facility of his man-
ner, none of the antient poets are more
frequently cited in the writers of the dark
ages than Ovid. His Fasth fesms to have

been ‘thieir favorite: a work thos admira-

et Lit, tom. ii. p. 300.
thitteenth century, DE Mirapiinus
Rowm &, publithed by Montfaucon, calls
this work MarTrosivs Ovidi e Fafl
#7s.  Montf. Diar., Italic, ¢. xx. p. 293.

1. Voltaire has exprefled his-admiration
of the happy choice of fubjeét which
Taffo made. We here fee'a poet of an
age much earlicr than Taflo celebrating
the fame fort of expedition.

v Libe Ty 47,

clafiical
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claflical ideas feem here to have been tinétured with the
defcription of fome magnificent oriental palace, which he had
{een in the romances of his age.

Regia confpicuis moles inferipta figuris
- Exceptura ducem, {enis affulta columnis, [
1| Tollitur: eleftro vernat bafis, arduus auro

Ardet apex, radioque ftylus candefcit eburno.

----Gemmz quas littoris Indi

Dives arena tegit, aurum quod parturit Hermus,

In varias vivunt fpecies, ditique decorum

Materie contendit opus: quod nobile ductor

Quod clarum geflit, ars explicat, ardua pandit

Moles, et totum referat fculptura tyrannum °,

He thus defcribes Penthefilea and Pyrrhus.

{ l Eminet, horrificas rapiens poft terga fecures,
ik Virginel regina chori : non provida cultus
Cura trahit, non forma juvat, frons afpera, veftis
Difcolor, infertumque armis irafcitur aurum.
Si vifum, fi verba notes, fi lumina pendas,
Nil leve, nil frattum : latet omni femina faéto.
Obvius ultrices accendit in arma cohartes,
Myrmidonafque fuos, curru pravectus anhelo,
Pyrrhus, &ec.

————— --Meritolque offenfus in hoftes
Arma patris, nunc ultor, habet : fed tanta recufant
Pondera crefcentes humeri, majoraque caffis
Colla petit, breviorque manus vix colligit haftam".

Afterwards a Grecian leader, whofe charafter is inveétive,
infults Penthefilea, and her troop of heroines, with thefe
reproaches.

* Lib, iv. 451, * Lib. vi. p. 589,
Tune
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Tunc fic increpitans, Pudeat, Mars inclyte, dixit :
En!, tua figna gerit, quin noftra effeeminat arma
Staminibus vix apta manus. Nunc ftabitis hercle
Perjura turres ; calathos et penfa puelle

Plena rotant, {parguntque colos. Hoc milite Troja,
His fidit telis. At non patiemur Achivi:

Etfi turpe viris timidas calcare puellas,

Ibo tamen contra. Sicille: At virgo loquacem
Tarda fequi fexum, velox ad pralia, folo

Refpondet jaculo ', &, mmmm-m- :

1 will add one of his comparifons. The poet is fpeaking of
the reluétant advances of the Trojans under their new leader
Memnon, after the fall of Hettor,

Qualiter Hyblzi mellita pericula reges,

Si fignis iniere datis, labente tyranno

Alterutro, viduos dant agmina ftridula queftus;
Et, {fubitum vix nacta ducem, metuentia vibrant
Spicula, et imbelli remeant in prelia roftro .

His AnT10CcHEIS Was written in fame ftrain, and had equal
merit. All that remains of it is the following fragment',
in which the poet celebrates the heroes of Britain, and par-
ticularly king Arthur.

------ Inclyta fulfit
Pofteritas ducibus tantis, tot dives alumnis,
Tot feecunda viris, premerent qui viribus orbem

* Lib. vi, 6og, * Lib: ¥ 1g.
' Camd. Rem. p.410. Porms. See
alfo Camd, Brit. Leland having learned
had likewife written 2 poem on the crufade,
fearched for it in many places, but without
faceefs, At length he found a pieceof it

in the library of Abingdon abbey in Berl-
fhire, * Cum excaterem pulverem et
‘¢ tineas Abbandunenfis hibliothecas,” Ut
fupr. p. z38. Here he difcovered that
Jofephus was a native of Excter, which
city was: highly celebrated iin that frag- |
ment, !

iz Et
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2t fama veteres. Hinc Conftantinus adeptus
Imperium, Romam tenuit, Byzantion auxit.
Hinc, Senonum duttor, captiva Brennius urbe ®
Romuleas domuit flammis viétricibus arces.
Hinc et Sceva {atus, pars non obfcura tumultus

« Civilis, Magnum folus qui mole foluta
Obfedit, meliorque ftetit pro Cafare murus.
Hinc, celebri fato, felici floruit ortu,
Flos regum Arthurus”, cujus tamen acta ftupori
Non micuere minus : totus quod in aure voluptas,
Et populo plaudente favor *.  Quacunque”’ priorum
Infpice: Pellzum commendat fama tyrannum,
Pagina Cafareos loquitur Romana triumphos :
Alciden domitis attollit gloria monftris ;
Sed nec pinetum coryli, nec fydera folem

Aquant,

Annales Graios Latiofque revolve,

Prifca parem nefcit, @qualem poftera nullum

Exhibitura dies.

Reges fupereminet omnes ;

Solus preteritis melior, majorque futuris.

Camden afferts, that Jofeph accompanied king Richard the
firft to the holy land %, and was an eye-witnefs of that he-
roic monarch’s exploits among the Saracens, which after-

wards he celebrated in the AxTiocHEIS.

Leland mentions

his love-verfes and epigrams, which are long fince perifhed *.
He ®* flourifhed in the year 12107,

u f, ¢ Captiva Brennus in.”

w Fram this circumftance, Pits abfordly
recites the title of this poem thus. dutio-
cheirin Regem Artbhurum. Jos. lsc,

* The text feems to be corrupt in this
fentence.  Or perhaps fomewhat is want-
ing. I have changed fazus, which i5 in
Camden, into faver.

1§, Quescungue.

= Rem. ut fupr. p. 407-

3 Leland, ut fupr. p. 239. Our bio-
graphers mention Paieg jrécum in Henricum,
But the notion of this poem feems to have

taken rife from the verfes on Henry the
fecond, quoted by Leland from the Bellum
T}Ej.‘mmﬂ, He 15 likewile faid to have
written in Latin verfe De Tuffitutions Cyri.

b [taly had at that time produced no
writer comparable to Hcanus,

¢ Bale, 1ii. 6o. Compare Drefenéns ad
Leforem.  Prefized to the De Beiio
Throyparo: Fancof, 1620 "if
the late Radcliffe libr
manufcript of the A 1
the library of the duke of Chandgis at
Canons,

There
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There feems to have been a rival {pirit of writing Latin
heroic poems about this period. In France, Guillaume le
Breton, or William of Bretagny, about the year 1230, wrote
a Latin heroic poem on Philip: Auguftus king of France,
about the commencement of the thirteenth century, in
twelve books, entitled Prriirris®, Barthius gives a prodi-
gious character of this poem : and affirms that the author, a
few gallicifims excepted, has exprefled the facility of Ovid
with fingalar happinefs ©. The verfification much refembles
that of Jofeph Heanus. He appears to have drawn a great
part of his materials from Roger Hoyeden's annals, . But I
am of opinion, that the Puirirein is greatly exceeded by
the ALEXANDREID of Philip Gualtier de Chatillon, who
flourithed likewife in France, and was provoft of the canons
of Tournay, about the year 1200 f. 'This poem celebrates
the attions of Alexander th¢ Great, is founded on Quintus
Curtius®, confifts of ten books, and 'is dedicated to Guillerm
archbifhop of Rheims. 'To give the reader an opportunity *
of comparing Gualtier’s ftyle and manner with thofe of our
countryman Jofephus, I will tranfcribe a few {pecimens from
a beautiful and antient marufcript of the ALexANDREID in
the Bodleian library . 'This is the exordiun. '

Gefta ducis Macedum totum vulgata per orbem,
Quam late diperfit opes, quo milite Porum
Vicerit, et Darium; quo principe Grecia victrix

4 He wrote it at ffty-five years of age.  This poem was never printed, and iz hardly
Parnier, lib. Gik. v ig8%. " Itiwas #irft ' known.

rinted in Pithou's Eleven Hiflorians of ©In Not. p. 7. See alfo Adverfar,
rance, Francof. 1536, fol. Next in  xliii 7. He prefers it to the ALExan-

DuChefne, ScrieT. FRarec. tom. v.
P- 0% Panf, 1604, fol. © But the beft
edition is with Hicthius's notes, Cygn.
1657, gto,  Brito fays’in the Parrivrrs,
thathe wrote a poem called Karrorris,
in praife of Peiri Carlotsi fui, then not
fifteen years old,~ Paarier. lib, i. v. 10

naEis mentioned below, in Not. p. 528,
See Mem. Lit. viii, 536. edit. 4to.

S Ttowas firlt printed, Argent. 1513.
&vo.  Andtwo or three times fince,

% Secinfr. Secr.iil.p.azg. And Barth,
Adverl, lit, 16.

B MSS. Digh. 52, g0,

Rifit,
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Rifit, et a Perfis rediere tributa Corinthum,
Mufa, refer®

A beautiful rural feene is thus deferibed.

-------- Patulis ubi frondea ramis

Laurus odoriferas celabat crinibus herbas :

Sepe fub hac memorat carmen {ylveftre canentes
Nympharum vidiffe choros, Satyrofque procaces.
Fons cadit a leva, quem cefpite gramen obumbrat
Purpureo, verique latens fub vefte locatur.
Rivulus at lento lavat inferiora meatu

Garrulus, et ftrepitu facit obfurdefcere montes.
Hic mater Cybele Zephyrum tibi, Flora, maritans,
Pullulat, et vallem feecundat gratia fontis,
Qualiter Alpinis {pumofo vortice faxis

Defcendit Rhodanus, ubi Maximianus Eoos
Extinxit cuneos, dum fanguinis unda meatum
Fluminis adjuvit, ".=-==-= —

He excells in fimilies. Alexander, when a ftripling, is thus
compared to a young lion.

Qualiter Hyrcanis cum forte leunculis arvis
Cornibus elatos videt ire ad pabula cervos,

Cui nondum totos defcendit robur in artus,

Nec bene firmus adhue, nec dentibus afper aduncis,
Palpitat, et vacuum ferit improba lingua palatum;
Effunditque prius animis quam dente cruorem .

The Arexanpreip foon became fo popular, that Henry
of Gaunt, archdeacon of Tournay, about the year 1330,
complains that this poem was commonly taught in the

Bfol. 1. 2. ¥ fol. xiii. = k fol. xxi. a.

rhetorical
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rhetorical fchools, inftead of Lucan® and Virgil ». The
learned Charpentier cites a paffage from the manufcript
ftatutes of the univerfity of Tholoufe, dated 1328, in which
the profeflors of grammar are direted to read to their pupils
“ De Hiftoriis Alexandri ®.” Among which I include Gualtier's
poem°. It is quoted as a familiar claffic by Thomas Rod-
burn, a monkifh chronicler, who wrote about the year
1420°. An anonymous Latin poet, feemingly of the thir-
teenth century, who has left a poem on the life and miracles
of faint Ofwald, mentions Homer, Gualtier, and Lucan,
as the three capital heroic poets. Fomer, he fays, has ce-
lIebrated Hercules, Gualtier the fon of Philip, and Lucan
has fung the praifes of Cefar. But, adds he, thefe heroes
much lefs deferve to be immortalifed in verfe, than the

deeds of the holy confeffor Ofwald.

In nova fert animus antiquas vertere profas

Carmina, &c,

! Here, among many other proofs which
might be given, and which will occur here-
after, isa proof of the eflimation in which
Lucan was held during the middle ages.
He is quoted by Geofirey of Monmounth
and John of Salifbury, writers of the
eleventh century, Hift. Brit. iv. g. and
Folicrat. p. 215. edit. 1515, &¢. &¢. There
is an anonymous Italian’ cranflation of Lu-
can, as carly as the year 1310. The Ka-
lians have alfo Lucano in aulgare, by car-
dinal Montichelli, at Milan 149z, Itisin
the oftave rime, and in ten books. But
the tranflator has fo much departed from
the original, as to form a fort of romance
efhisown. He was tranflated into Spanifh

tole, Lucano poecta y bifferiador durigue,
E)' Martin Lafie de Orefpe, at Antwerp,
1585, Lucan was firft printed in the year
1469, And before the year 1500, there
were fix other editions of this claffic;
whofi declamatory manner rendered him
very popular. He was publifhed at Paris
i, French in 1500, Labb, Bibl. p. 330.

™ See Hen, Gandav, Monaftichon. c. 200
and: Fabrie, Bibl. Gr. ii. 218.  Alanus-
de Infulis, who died in 1202, in his poem
ealled AwTi-cLavnianus, a Latin poem
of nine bocks, much in the manner of
Claudian, and written in defence of divine
providence againit a paffage in that poet's
Rurryus, thos attacks the rifing reputa-
tion of the ALEXANDREID.

Mavivs in ceelis ardens oz ponere mutam,

Gesta Ducts Macepua, tenebrofi car-
minis umbra,.

Dicere dum tentat, ———

n Suppl. Du Cang. Lat, Glofl. tom. ii.
P. 1255. V. MeTrericaTura, By
which barbarous word they fignified . the
Art of Poetry, orrather the Art of writing
Latin verfks.

© See Seer.iil. p. 128. infr.,

P Hift. Maj. Winton. aped. Whartem,,
Angl. Sacr, ii'242,

Alciden
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Alciden hyperbolice commendat Homerus,
GuarTERUs pingit torvo Philippida vultu,
Czfareas late laudes Lucanus adauget:
"Tres illi famam meruerunt,. trefque poetas
Auctores habuere {uos, multo magis autem
Ofwaldi regis debent infignia dici *

I do not cite this writer asa proof of the elegant verfifica-
tion which had now become fafhionable, but to fhew the
popularity of the Arexanpreip, at lealt among fcholars.
About the year 1206, Gunther a German, and a Ciftercian
monk of the diocefe of Bafil, wrote an heroic poem in Latin
verfe entitled, Lrcurinus, which is fcarce inferior to the
Puirrerin of Guillaum le Breton, or the ArexanNpreip of
Gualtier: but not fo polifhed and claffical as the Trojan
War of our Jofephus Ifcanus. Itis in ten books,and the
fubjeét is the war of the emperor Frederick Barbarofla again{t

&S5

¢ I will add fome of the exordial lines
almoft immediately following, as ' they
contain names, and other circomitances,
which perhiaps may lead to: point out the
age if not the name of the author. They
were never before printed.

Tu quoque digneris, precor, alpirare labord,

Flos cleri, Mp.a'rl-,a, meo 5 qui talis es
inter

Abbates, qualis eft patronus tuus Irm_r

Pontifices : hic eft ‘primas, tw primus - co-
ram, &c.

Hic per Aidanum fua’ munificentia munus

[li promeruit, &c.

Tuque benigne Prior, primas, et prime
Priorum,

Qui cleri; RoGERE; rofam’ geris; annge
vati, &c.

Tuque Sacrifta, facris inftans, qui jure vo-
caris

Symown, id et humilis,  quo nema E}Ci'ai.g-
nior alter

Abbatis precepta fui velocior andit,

Tardius obloquitur : qui tof mea. carming
{ervas

Scripta voluminibus, nec plora requirere
ceflas.
Prateritos laudas
fus, &e.
T he manufeript is Bibl. Bodl. A, 1.2, B.
(Langb. 5. p- 3. ‘This piece begins at 1.
Other pieces precede, 1n Latin poe-
try. "As Vire Sawcrownva. T, Becket.
f. 3.
Jui’ mioriteré Praful, Cur'? pro Grege,
.
Prol. pr. F. 23,
Detineant alios Parnaffi colmina, Cyrrhe
Plaufus, Pieridum vox, Heliconis opes.
De pariu Firginis f.28:.b.
MNéftaretim rorem terris; &c.
8. Biriuus, £ 4Ze
Et pudet, et fateor, &c.
The author of - the life of Birings fays; he
was commanded to write by X |.tu probably
Peter de Rupibus, bifhop of Winchetter.
Perha is; Michael Blaunpayne. - Alex-
ander Efleby w lives: of daints in Latin
verfe. See M3S. Harl, 1819. 531,

, prefentes dilige ver-

-

the
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the Milanefe in Liguria® He had before written a Latin
poem on the expedition of the emperor Conrade againft the
Saracens, and the recovery of the holy fepulchre at Jerufalem
by Godfrey of Bulloign, which he called SoryMarivm®. The
fubject 1s much like that of the AnTiocuels; but which
of the two pieces was written firft it is difficult to afcertain.

While. this fpirit of claffical Latin poetry was univerfally
prevailing, our countryman Geoffrey de Vinefauf, an accom-
plithed {cholar, and educated not only in the priory of faint
Fridefwide at Oxford, but in the univerfities of France and
Italy, publithed while at Rome a critical didactic poem en-
titled, De Nova PoeTria'. This book is dedicated to pope
Innocent the third: and its intention was to recommend
and illuftrate the new and legitimate mode of verfification
which had lately begun to flourith in Europe, in oppeofition
to the Leonine or barbarous fpecies.  This he compendioufly
ftyles, and by way of diftinétion, The New Poetry. We muft
not be furprifed to find Horace's Art of Poetry entitled
HoraTi1 Nova Pozrrra, fo late as the year 1389, in a
catalogne of the library of a monaftery at Dover *.

Even a knowledge of the Greek language imported from

France, but chiefly from Italy, was now beginning to be
diffufed in England. I am inclined to think, that many

9 Firft printed Auwgnft. Vindel. 1:07.
fal. Andpf}cquemly ﬁcc, s

* He mentions it in his Licunium, lih.
B.v. 53 feq. v. 648. feq. See alfo Voff,
Poet. Lat. . vi. P 73. It was never
printed. Gunther wrote a profe hiftory of
the fack of Conftantinople by Baldwin :
The materials were taken from the mouth
of abbot Martin, who was prefent at-the
fiege, in 1204. It was printed by Cani-
fins, Antign. © Ledt. tom. iv. P. ii "p. 358.
Ingolitad. 1604. qto. Again, in a new
edition of that compilation, Amf. 1725.
fol. tom. iv. Secallo Pagi, ad A. D, 1519,
N Xiv.

* It has been often printed. I think it is
ealled in {ome manufcripes, De Adrie oic-

tardi, werfificandi, ot fransferendi, SeeScl-
den; Prafat. Dec, Scrirros. p. xexix,
And Selden, Op. ii. 168. He is himiclf
ne contemptible Latin poet, and is ce-
lebrated by Chaucer. Sce Urry's edic,
p- 468, g6o. He feems to have lived
about 1200,

* Ex Matricala monach. Monaft, Dover.
apud MSS. Br. Twyne, notat. £, p. 748.
archiv. Oxon. et all Horace’s writings
were often tranferibed, and not onfamiliar,
in'the dark ages.  His odes are guotad by
Firz-Stephens in his Descrirrion of
Lowpon,  Rabanus Maurus gbove-men.-
tianed quotes two verfes from the Art or
PogTny. UF. tom. 1. p. 46. edit, Colon.

1627, fol.
Greek
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Greek manuferipts found their way into Europe from Con-
ftantinople in the time of the crufades : and we might ob-
{erve that the Ttalians, who feem to have been the moft po-
fifhed and intelligent people of Europe during the barbarous
ages, carried on commurnications with the Greek™ empire
as early as the reign of Charlemagne. Robert Grofthead,
bifhop of Linceln, an univerfal icholar; and no lefs conver-
fant in polite-letters than the moft abftrufe fciences, culti-
vated and patroniftd the ftudy of the Greek language. This
illuftrious prelate, whois faid to have compofed-almoft two
lundred books, read lectures in the {chool of the Francifcan
fiiars at Oxford about the year r230*. He tranflated Dio-
nyfius the Arcopagite and Damafcenus -into Latin*.  He
greatly facilitated the knowledge of Greek by atranflation of
Cuidas’s Lexicon, a book in high repute among the Jower
Greeks, and at that time almoft a recent compilation”. He
promoted John of Bafingftoke to the archdeaconry of Lei-
cefter ; chiefly becaufe he was a Greek cholar, and poffefied
many Greek manufcripts, which he 1s faid to have brought
from Athens into England *. He entertained, as a domeftic

o el

Ea
i s

. |
=

w Kennet, Paroch. Antiq. p. 217: Greel grammar, in which is the following
% Leland, Seript. Brit. p. 283. curious paffage. *¢ Epifcopus confecrans
v Bofton of Bury fays, that he tranflated s ecelefism, feribat Alphabetam Gre-
the boolk called Supa, Catal. Seripti Ee- cum in pulvere cum cuipide baruli pafto-

clel. RonenT, LincoLw. Bofton lived in e palis - fed omnes’ epifcoplt qui GRE-
I 1410, Such was theiripriorance  *¢ CUM 1GNORANT, {cribant tres ngtas
rime even of the name of this lexi- i ngmerorum que non funt litere, & 7

ph Gr. Gram. cap.ult, p.iii. MSS. . Apod
el Seript. Brit. p. 266, Matthew M5S. Br. Twyne, 8. p- 049 archiv. Cxon.

Pari , that he introduced into Eng- Sec what is faid of the new tranflations of
land a knowledge of the Greek numeral Ariftotle, from the original Greek into
Jetters, That hiltorian adds, ¢ De quibus ~ Latin, about the twelfth century. Secr. ix.
 figuris HOC MAXIME ADMIRANDUM,  P. 252 infr, I helieve the tranflators un-

* quod unica figura quilibet  nimerus derftood very little Greek. Our country- |
« peprafentatur : quod non eft in Latino man Michael Scotus was one of the firft of
« vel in Algorifmo.”  Hift. edit. Lond. them ; who was affifted by Andrew a Jew.
1684. p. 721, He tranflated from Greekk — Michael was aftrologer to Frederick empe-
into Latin a grammar which he called Do- ror of Germany, and appears to have exe-
xaTus Grmcorum, See Pegge’s Life cuted his tranflations at Toledo in Spain,
of Roger de Wefeham, p. 46. 47. §1. And ~ about the year 1220, Thefe new verfions
infr. p. 281. He feems to have fourihed  were perhaps little more than correflions
aboge the year 1230. Bacon alfo wrote a from thofe of the early Arabians, made
'_".i\.!.l“—

&SN
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in his palace, Nicholas chaplain of the abbot of faint Alban’s,
furnamed Grmcus, from his uncommon proficiency in
Greek ; and by his affiftance he tranflated from Greek into
Latin the teftaments of the twelve patriarchs *. Grofthead
had almoft incurred the cenfure of excommunication for
preferring a complaint to the pope, that moft of the opulent
benefices in England were occupied by Italians®. But this
practice, although notorioufly founded on the monopolifing
and arbitrary {pirit of papal impofition, and a manifeft act
of injuftice to the Englifh clergy, probably contributed to
introduce many learned foreigners into England, and to
propagate philological literature.

Bithop Grofthead is alfo faid to have been profoundly
fkilled in the Hebrew language . William the conqueror
permitted great numbers of Jews to come over from Rouen,

and to fettle in England about the year 1087 °, Their mul-
titude foon encreafed, and they fpread themfelves in vaft
bodies throughout moft of the cities and capital towns in
England, where they built fynagogues. There were fifteen

hundred at York about the year 1189 .

under the infpedtion of the learned Spanifh
Saracens, To the want of a true know-
ledge of the original language of the an-
tient Greek phi]{;fﬂpi]ﬁ'ri—, Roger Bacon at-
tribates the flow and imperfelt advances
of real fcience at this period. On this
account their improvements were very in-
confiderable, ‘notwithftanding the appear-
ance of eruditich, and the fervowr with
which almoft every branch of philofophy
had been now ftudied in varicus countries
for near half a century.  See Wood, Hift.
Antiq. Univ. Oxon. {. 120, feq. Demp-
fter, xii. 940 Baconi Op. . Maj. per
Jchb, 1. 15. 1. 8. ‘Tanner, Bibl P 526,
And - MSS. Cotton. C, 5. fol. 138, Duic.
fuf.

A learned writer affirms, that Ariftotle’s
books-in the coriginal Greek were Lronght
out of the ealt into Europe about the year
1200.. Heis alfo of opinion, that during
the crufades many Earopeans, from their

At Bury in Suffolk

commerce with the Syrian Paleflines, fot
a knowledge of Arabic: and that import-
ing into Europe Arabic verfions of {ome
parts of Ariftotle’s works, which they found
in the eaft, they tumed them into Latin.
Thefe were chiefly his Ethics and Politics.
And thefe xew TrawsLaToRs he further
fuppofles were employed at their return into
Europe in J.'u\.'ii'mgE the old tranflations of
other parts of Ariftotle, made from Arab
into Latin. - Eufeb. Renandat, De Barbar
Ariftot. Verfionib. apud Fabric, Bibl. Gr.
xil p. 248, Seeallo Muraror. Aatig. Iral.
Med. fEv. iii. g36.

& Szc MSS. Keg. Bric. Muf. 4D. vii. 4.
Wood, Hilt. Antig. Univ,” Oxon, i, 82,
And M. Paris, {ob anno 1z4.z.

b Godwin, Epte. p. 348, edit: 1616.

< He is mentioned again, Secw. ii. p.
61. 78. infr.

¢ Hollingth. Chron. fub/ann: p. 15. a

¢ Anderf. Comm. i. 93.
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is avery complete remain of a Jewifh fynagogue of ftone in
the Norman ftyle, large and magnificent. Hence itwas that
many of the learned Englifh ecclefiaftics of thefe times be-
came acquainted with their books and language. In the
reign of William Rufus, at Oxford the Jews were remark-
ably numerous, and had acquired a confiderable property;
and fome of their Rabbis were permitted to open a fchool in
the univerfity, where they inftruéted not only their owr
people, but many chriftian ftudents, in the Hebrew litera-
ture, about the year 1054‘ Within two hundred years
after their admiffion or eftablifhment by the conqueror, they
were banifhed the kingdom ®. This circumftance was highly
favourable to the circulation of their learning in England.
The fuddennefs of their difmiffion obliged them for prefent
fubfiftence, and other reafons, to fell their moveable goods
of all kinds, among which were large quantities of Rab=
binical books. The monks in various parts availed them-
felves of the diftribution of thefe treafures. At Huntingdon
and Stamford there was a prodigious fale of their effects,
containing immenfe ftores of Hebrew manufcripts, which
were immediately purchafed by Gregory of Huantingdon, prior
of the abbey of Ramfey. Gregory fpeedily became an adept
in the Hebrew, by means of thefe valuable acquifitions,
which he bequeathed to his monaftery about the year 1250 "
Other members of the fame convent, inconfequence of thefe
advantages, are faid to have been equal proficients in the
fame language, foon after the death of prior Gregory :
among which were Robert Dodford, librarian of Ramley,
and Laurence Holbech, who compiled a Hebrew Lexicon .

f Angl. Judaic. p. 8. ® Leland, Script. Brit. p. 321. And

¢ Hollingfh, ibid. fob. anp. 128q. p.  MSS. Bibl. Lambeth. Wharton, L. p.661.
285, a. Matthew of Welminfler fays, that ~ ** Libri Prioris Gregorii - de Ramefey.

16511 were banithed,  Flor, Hilt. ad an. . ** Prima pars Biblisthece Hebraiea,”

12g0. Great numbers of Hebrew rolls c.

and charts, relating to their effates in i Bale, iv. 41.ix. g. Lel. ubifupr. p.
I",r.?,hnd, and efcheated to the kmg, are 4524

now remaining in the Tower among the

royal records.

At
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At Oxford, great multitudes of their books fell into the
hands of Roger Bacon, or were bought by his brethren the
Francifcan friars of that univerfity "

But, to return to the leading point of our enquiry,
this promifing dawn of polite letters and rational know-
ledge was foon obfcured. The temporary gleam of light
did not arrive to perfeét day. The minds of icholars were
diverted from thefe liberal ftudies in ‘the rapidity of their
career; and the arts of compofition, and the ornaments of
language were negletted, to make way for the barbarous
and barren fubtleties of fcholaftic divinity. The firlt teachers
of this art, originally founded on that fpirit of intricate and
metaphyfical enquiry which the Arabians had communicated
to philofophy, and which now became almoft abfolutely
neceffary for defending the doctrines of Rome, were Peter
Lombard archbifhop of Paris, and the celebrated Abelard :
men whofe confimmate. abilities were rather qualified to re-
form the church, and to reftore ufeful fcience, than to cor-
rupt both, by confounding the common fenfe of mankind
with frivolous fpeculation . Thefe vifionary theologifts
never explained or illuftrated any fcriptural topic: on the
contrary, they perverted the fimpleft expreflions of the facred
text, and embarrafled the moft evident truths of the gofpel
by laboured diftinétions and unintelligible folutions. From
the univerfities of France, which were then filled with mul-
titudes of Englith ftudents, this admired fpecies of fophiftry
was adopted in England, and encouraged by Lanfranc and
Anfelm, archbifhops of Canterbury™ And fo fuccefsful was
its progrefs at Oxford, that before the reign of Edward the
fecond, no foreign univerfity could beaft fo confpicuous a
catalogue of fubtle and invincible doétors.

& Wood, Hift, Antig. Un‘. Oxon. i * Scripturs) duccumbit, leftori SenTEN-
77, 132. Seealio Seet. ix, phagt. infr. ¢ qpyamum Parifiis, &c.”  Rog, Bacon,
| They both flowrifhed abodt the year  apud A, Wood, Hift. Antig. Univ, Oxon.
1150 i- p.53. Lombard was the anthor of the

i ¢ Baccalanrens [11.]'[ ]cgil textom (1( o Semtencess
Nor
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Nor: was the profeflion of the civil and canonical laws a
fmall impediment to the propagation of thofe letters which
humanife the mind, and cultivate the manners. I do not
mean to deny, that the accidental difcovery of the imperial
code in the twelfth century, contributed in a confiderable
degiee to civilife Europe, by introducing, among other be-
neficial confequences, more legitimate ideas concerning the
nature of government and the adminiftration of juftice, by
creating a neceflity of transferring judicial decrees from an
illiterate nobility to the cognifance of {cholars, by leflening
the attachment to the military profeffion, and by giving ho-
nour and importance to civil employments : but to fuggeft,
that the mode in which this invaluable fyftem of jurifpru-
dence was ftudied, proved injuricus to polite literature. It
was no fooner revived, than it was received as a {cholaftic
{cience, and taught by regular profeffors, in moft of the
univerfities of Europe. - To be fkilled in the theology of
the fchools was the chief and general ambition of fcholars :
but at the fame time a knowledge of both the laws was
become an indifpenfable requifite, at leaft, an effential re-
commendation, for obtaining the moft opulent ecclefiaftical
dignities. - Hence it was cultivated with univerfal avidity.
It became fo confiderable a branch of ftudy in the plan of
academical difcipline, that twenty fcholars out of feventy were
deftined to the ftudy of the civil and canon laws, in one of
the moft ample colleges at Oxford, founded in the year 1383.
And it is eafy to conceive the pedantry with which it was
purfued in thefe feminaries during the middle ages. It was
treated with the fame {pirit of idle fpeculation which had
been carried into philofophy and theology, it was over-
whelmed with endlefs commentaries which difclaimed all
elezance of language, and ferved only to exercife genius,
as it afforded materials for framing the flimfy labyrinths of
cafuiftry.

It




DISSERTATION IL.

Tt was not indeed probable, that thefe attempts in elegant
literature which I have mentioned fhould have any per-
manent effe€ts. The change, like a fudden revolution in go-
vernment, was too rapid for duration. It was moreover

remature, and on that account not likely to be lafting.
The hablts of fuperftition and ignorance were as yet too
powerful for a reformation of this kind to be effected by a
few polite fcholars. It was neceflary that many circumf{tances
and events, yet in the womb of time, fhould take place,
before the minds of men could be fo far enlightened as to
receive thefe improvements.

But perhaps inventive poetry loft nothing by this relapfe.
Had claffical tafte and judgment been now eftablifthed, ima-
gination would have fuffered, and too early a check would
have been given to the beautiful extravagancies of romantic
fabling. In a word, truth and reafen would have chafed
before their time thofe fpectres of illufive fancy, fo pleafing
to the imagination, which delight to hover in the gloom of
ignorance and fuperftition, and which form fo confiderable
a part of the poetry of the fucceeding centuries.
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