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S el oL XXIII.

Y T will not be fuppofed, that all the poets of the reign of
A Henry the eighth were educated in the fchool of Petrarch.
The graces of the Italian mufe, which had been taught by
Surrey and Wyat, were confined to a few. Nor were the beau-
ties of the claflics yet become. general objects of imitation.

here are many writers of this period who flill rhymed on, in
the old profaic track of their immediate predeceflors, and never
ventured to deviate into the modern improvements. The ftrain
of romantic fition was loft ; in the place of which, they did
not fubftitute the elegancies newly introduced.

I fhall confider together, yet without an exact obfervation of
chronological order, the poets of the reign of Henry the eighth
who form this fubordinate clafs, and who do not bear any mark
of the charaéter of the poetry which diftinguithes this period.
Yet fome of thefe have their degree of merit; and, if they
had not neceflarily claimed a place in our feries, deferve
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examination.
Andrew Borde, who writes himfelf AnprEas PERFORATUS,
with about as much E‘II'OP]'iCt}" and as little pedantry as Bucha-

nan calls one Wifehart SorHocarRDIUS, was educated at Win-
chefter and Oxford*; and is faid, I believe on very flender proof,
to have been phyfician to king Henry the eighth. His Bre-

viary or HeEacrTn, firft printed in 1547 °, is dedicated to the
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ENGLISH POETRY. 71

college of phyficians, into which he had been incorporated.
The firlt book of this treatife is faid to have been examined and
approved by the Univerfity of Oxford in 1546 ° He chiefly
practiced in Hampthire ; and being bopithly affefted, was cen-
fured by Poynet, a Calviniftic bithop of Winchefter, for keep-
ing three proftitutes in his houfe, which he proved to be his pa-
tients". He appears to have been a man of great fuperflition,
and of a weak and whimfical head : and having been once a
Carthufian, continued ever afterwards to profefs celibacy, to
drink water, and to wear a fhirt of hair. His thirft of know-
ledge, diflike of the reformation, or rather his unfettled difpo-
fition, led him abroad into warious parts of Europe, which he
vifited in the medical charatter. Wood fays, that he was
* elteemed a noted poet, a witty and ingenious perfon, and an
“ excellent phyfician.” Hearne, who has plainly difcovered the
origin of Tom Thumb, is of opinion, that this facetious prac-
titioner in phyfic gave rife to the name of MeErRRY ANDREW,
the Fool on the mountebank’s ftage. The reader will not per-
haps be difpleafed to fee that antiquary’s reafbns for this conjec-
ture : which are at the fame time a vindication of Borde’s cha-
racter, afford fome new anecdotes of his life, and fhew that a
Merry Andrew may be a {cholar and an ingenious man. It is
¢ obferyable, that the author [Borde] was as fond of the word
““ DOLENTYD, as of many other hard and uncooth words, as
*“ any Ruack can be. He begins his BREviARY of HrartH,
““ Egregious doitours and Mayflers of the eximious and archane
¢ feience of Phyficke, of your wurbanite exafperdte ot your felve,
¢ &e. But notwithftanding this, will any one from hence infer
* or affert, that the author was either a pedant or a fuperficial
““ Icholar? 1 think, upon due confideration, he will judge the
“ contrary, Dr, Borde was an ingenious man, and knew how to
“ humour and pleafe his patients, readers, and auditors. In

-

£ At the end of which is this Note, ¢ in Oxforde in the yere of our Lorde
* Here cndeth the firft boke Examined * mcececxivi, &c.”
4 See Avamfd Martin, &e. p. 48.
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«¢ his travells and vifits, he often appeared and fpoke in public :
L .1*.:1 would often frequent markets and fairs where a conflux

€ ufed to get toge .ther, to whom he I,‘J"'Lit_l'ihc,d and
€ e them to flock thither the more readily, he '.wuH
g es, couched in fuch lm*mwu as caufed
& propag ated his fame: and twas for the

¢t {ame end that he made ufe ot fuch expreflions in im Books,
« as would otherwife (the circum/flances not confidered) be very
¢ juftly pronounced m,ma’;,n As he was verfed in antiquity, he
¢ had 'nclds at command from old writers with which to amufe
¢¢ his hearers, which could not fail of plafing, provided he
«t added at the fame time fome remarkable explication. For in-
« ftance, if he told them that Asadys was an old brafs medal
e Greeks, the oddnefs of the word, would, witbout
. 17 fo much, as if withail he
that "tw » than an Obelus,
‘s th at ufed to be put in the mouths of perfons that were dead.

o1 3 tho nothing e

as a brafs medal a ."F:'.:'f."rr'

g _e'x:‘_:i '.'.'LLlr.'n.., ‘twould af them the more, 1f when he
¢ {poke of fuch a brafs medal, gnified to them, that brafs
“ was in old time as more bonourable than other
¢ metals, which he mig ky enough do, Imv Homer and his
“ fcholigfl. Homer's words are &L A paffage, which swithout
6 4t Hieronvymus Macius would have taken notice of in

r of |

¢ the l’a-m't':-c'mh chs Book DE TINTINNABULIS, had
¢ it occurred to his memory when in prifon he was writing
i l—"

¢ without the help of hooks before hi
¢ "T'was from tl|¢ Dodtor’s metl

n, that curious I'J.-';.-:.‘-,frf_';’-.".

2

ufing fuch fpeeches at
irs, that in affertimes, thofe that imitated the
iage, were ftyled MERRY ANDREWS,

'

¢ markets and

PR
.i.\lt"\.h . !
iled er ".JlTJPDiL‘.‘d the MmerrRY TALES

which, as were told by Weod, ¢ in the

1 after, was accounted a book fulk
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]

¢ of wit and mirth by fcholars and gentlemen’.” This piece,
which probably was not without its temporary ridicule, and which
yet mantains a popularity in the nurfery, was, I think, firft printed
by Wynkyn de Worde. Hearne was of opinion, that thefe idle
pranks of the men of Gotham, a town in Lincolnfhire, bore a
reference to fome cuftomary law-tenures belonging to that place
or its neighbourhoed, now grown obfblete; and that Blount
might have enriched his book on AnTient Texvres with
thefe ludicrous ftories. He is fpeaking of the political defign of
REYNARD THE Fox, printed by Caxton. ¢ It was an adwi-
“ rable Thing. And the defign, being political, and to reprefent
“ a wife government, was equally good. So little reafon is there
¢ to look upon this asa poor .'.'":I';"J,r"u"c(;ﬁ':’:' book. Nor is there more
reafon to efteem Tue MerrRY TALEs oF THE Map MEN
oF GoTraM (which was much valued and ¢ried up in Henry
the eighth’s time tho now fold at ballad-fingers ftalls) as alts-
gether a romance: a certain feillfull perfon having told me
more than once, that he was (:':.:,"#':J;r'.-"r.':r'l rﬁy one of Gotham, that t]:{_'y
formerly held lands there, by fuch Sports and Cuftoms as are
¢ touched upon in this book. For which reafon, I think par-
ticular notice fhould have been taken of it in Blount's Tk-
NUREs, as I do not doubt but there would, had that srder-
wife curious author been apprifed of the matrer. But ’tis
Slrange to fee the changes that have been made in the b
Reynarp Ttue Fox, from the original editions #!”

Borde’s chief poetical work is entitled, ¢ The ficlt Boke of
the INTropucTION oF KNowrLEDGE, the which doth teach
a man to {peake parte of al maner of languages, and to knowe
the ufage and fathion of al maner of countryes: and for to
knowe the moft parte of al maner of coynes of money, the

(13
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f Atu. Oxow.d. 74, Thereisanedi- oldeft I have feen, is Londom, 1630,
tion in duodecimo by Henry Wikes, with-  12mo.
out date, but about 1568, entitled, Mzrig £ Hearne's NoTt. eT Sricinec. ad Gul.
TarLes of the madm sf Gatans, gﬂr.‘}ﬂ'n.r' Nl'l.:hr{g. vol, iii. P 744, Sce alfo Bz-
togetler by A. B. of phyficke dodfowr, The xEnict. Ans, utfupr. p. 54

K 2 “ whych
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¢ whych is curfant in every regioh. Made by Andrew Borde
e of pn'f'\-lx doctor.” It was pllntcd by the Coplands; and 1s
dedicated to the king’s daughter the princci's Mary. The dedi-

cation is dated from .\]r: itpelier, in the year 1542. The book,
containing thirty-nine chapters, is partly in verfe and partly in
profe ; with wooden cuts prefixed to each chapter. The firft is
a fatire, as it appears, on the fickle nature of an Englithman :
the fymbolical print [*mhxcd to this chapter, exhibiting a naked
man, with a pair of fheers in one hand and a roll of L-Ulh in the
other, not determined what fort of a coat he fhall order to be
made, has more humour, than any of the verfes which follow ®
Nor is the poetry deftitute of humour only; but of every em-
bellithment, both of metrical arrangement and of exprefiion.
Borde has all the baldnefs of allufion, and barbarity of verfifi-
cation, belonging to Skelton, without his ftrokes. of fatire and
feverity. The following lines, part of the E inglithman’s {peech,

will not prejudice the reader in his favour.
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What do I care, if all the world me faile?

I will have a garment reach to my taile.

Then am I a minion, for I weare the new guife,
The next yeare after I hope to be wife,

Not only in wearing my gorgeous aray,

For I will go to learning a whole fummers day.

eyl oy L
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In the feventh chapter, be gives a fantaftic account of his tra=
vels', and owns, that his metre deferves no higher appellation
than ryme dogrell. But this delineation of the fickle Englithman
is pr.rh.tp- to be refiricted to the circumftances of the author’s
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Descrirrion or  “ Morifes gowns, the Bark {leves, the

'k “ mandilion worne to Collie Welton w .r:],
‘¢ and the thorte French breeches, &¢.” B.
i, ch. g. p. 172.

i Prefixed to which, 'is a wooden cut of
ithor Borde, i"'ndira in a fort of
I, under a canopy, habited in an
l g a lavrel-crown on his

ntioned this w
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# litie, [I'I.'lL
““ to the
] F...'.-\. to1es
“ yer [ere] long
* which 15 aite
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age, without a refpect to the national charadter : and, as Borde
was a rigid catholic, there is a probability, notwithftanding in
other places he treats of natural difpofitions, that a fatire is de-
figned on the laxity of principle, and revolutions of opinion,
which prevailed at the reformation, and the eafy compliance of
many of his changeable countrymen with a new religion for
lucrative purpofes.

I tranferibe the charatter of the Welfhman, chiefly becaufe he
fpeaks of his harp.

I am 2 Welthman, and do dwel in Wales,
I have loved to ferche budgets, and looke in males -
I love not to labour, to delve, nor to dyg,
My fyngers be lymed lyke a lyme-twyg.
And wherby ryches I do not greatly fet,
Syth all hys [is] fysthe that cometh to the net.
I am a gentylman, and come of Brutes blood,
My name is ap Ryce, ap Davy, ap Flood :
I love our Lady, for I am of hyr kynne,
He that doth not love her, I bethrewe his chynne.
My kyndred is ap Hoby, ap Jenkin, ap Goffe.
Bycaufe I go barelegged, I do catch the coffe.
Bycaufe I do go barelegged it is not for pryde.
I have a gray cote, my body for to hyde.
I do love cawfe boby *, good rofted cheefe,
And fwysthe metheglyn I loke for my fees.
And yf I have my Hareg, I care for no more,
It is my treafure, I kepe it in ftore.
For my harpe is made of a good mare’s fkyn,
The ftrynges be of horfe heare, it maketh a good dyn.
My fonge, and my voyce, and my harpe doth agree,
Much lyke the buffing of an homble bee :
Yet in my country I do make paftyme
In tellyng of prophyces which be net in ryme .
X That 18, toaffed cheefe, next mentioned.  Wales he fays, there are many - beauntiful

' Ch. ii, In the profe defcription of  and ftrong caftles flanding yet. ** The
“ caftels
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I have before mentioned “ A ryg

¢« of the MyviNER oF ABINGToN " with his wife and his
' £ qow 33

y of Cambridge,” a

meacre epitome of Chaucer’s Mirrer's Tare. In a blank

leaf of the Bodleian copy, this tale is faid by Thomas Newton

it Latin epigrammatift of the reign of

been written by Borde®. Heis alfo

r'n

on of filly ftories called

ght pleafant and merry Hiftory

Eu A A E - PR PO, R
¢ faire, daughter and of two poor icholars

of Chethire, an elepa
queen Elifabeth, to have

{uppofed to have publithed a colle¢
&

ScoGIN’s JEsTs, fixty in number. Perhaps Shakefpeare took

his idea from this jeft-book, that in was a mere buffoon,

where he fays that Falftaffe, as a juvenile exploit, ¢ broke Sco-
¢ gan’s head at the court-gate°.” Nor have we any better au-
thority, than this publication by Borde, that Scogan was a graduate
in the univerfity, and a jefter to a king *. Hearne, at the end of
BenediGus Abbas, has printed Borde’s [ITINERARY, a5 it may
be called ; which is little more than a ftring of names, but is

quoted by Norden in his SpecurLum BRITANNIZ ®. Borde’s
circulatory peregrinations, in the quality of a quack-doctor,

night have furnithed more ample materials for an Englith topo-

ntry of the people of OFf Henr
#In de 1bing dif

in th
the CoLin
Henry the i

mult mean Skelton,
% Pag. 13, MippLesex. 1. P.
rn-';r-.i;!-
graphy.




ENGLISH POETRY. 7
grﬂ.phy. Befide the BREviary oF HeArTH, mentioned above,
and which was approved by the univerfity of Oxford, Borde has
left the DieTarIE oF HeartTh, reprinted in 1576, the
ProMPTUARIE of MeDpicing, the DocTrine orF Urines,
and the PrinciPLEsS oF ASTRONOMICAL PROGNOSTICA-
T10Ns " : which are proofs of attention to his profefiion, and
fhew that he could fometimes be ferious®. But Borde’s name
would not have been now remembered, had he wrote only pro-
found fyftems in medicine and aftronomy. He 1s known to
pofterity as a buffoon, not as a philofopher. Yet, I think,
fome of his aftronomical tracts have been epitomifed and bound
up with Erra Pater’s Almanacs,

Of Borde's numerous books, the only one that can afford any
degree of entertainment to the modern reader, is the Dik-
TARIE of HELTHE : where, giving direQions. as a phyfician;
concerning the choice of houfes, diet, and apparel, and not
fufpecting how little he fhould inftruct, and how much he might
amufe, a curious pofterity, he has preferved many anecdotes of
the private life, cuftoms, and arts, of our anceftors *. This
work is dedicated to Thomas duke of Norfolk, lord treafurer
under Henry the cighth. - In the dedication, he fpe

s of his

¥
or R. Capland,
among bithop N

Pool er

lgér and
F
Gate-houle, or T
pofite to the: Port
Privy Chamber
Chamber of &t
the Bugtery and
the Hall. Th 3 "
annexed to the Kitchen. Many of the cham-
bers to have a view into the Chapel, In

yng a
amaong
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HY gri:iit m
or to P;ll'l"r: his tyme wit
aly, when al this is
on replenithed
sign, Cil, Dedication dated 1542
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being called in as a phyfician to fir John Drury, the year when
cardinal Wolfey was promoted to York; but that he did not chufe !
to preferibe without confulting dotor Buttes, the king's phyfi-
cian. He apologifes to the duke, for not writ in the ornate
phrafeology now generally affected. He alfo hopes to be excuifed,
for ufing in his writings fo many wordes of mirth : but this, he
fays, was only to make your grace merrie, and becaufe mirth has
ever been efteemed the beft medicine. Borde muft have had no
fimall fhare of vanity, who could think thus highly of his own
pleafantry. And to what a degree of tafte and refinement muit our
antient dukes and lords treafurers have arrived, who could be
exhilarated by the witticifms and the lively language of this
facetious philofopher ?

John Bale; a tolerable Latin claflic, and an eminent biogra-
pher, before his converfion from popery, and his advancement
to the bithoprick of Offory by king Edward the fixth, com-
pofed many {criptural interludes, chiefly from incidents of the
New Teftament. They are, the Life of Saint John the Bap-
tift, written in 1538. Chrift in his twelfth year. Baptifm and
Temptation. The Refurretion of Lazarus. The Council of
the High-priefts. Simon the Leper. Our Lord’s Supper, and
the Wathing of the feet of his Difciples. Chrift's Burial and
Refurrection. The Paflion of Chrift. The Comedie of the three
Laws of Nature, Mofes, and Chrift, corrupted by the Sodo-
mites, Pharifees, and Papiits, printcd by Nicholas Bamburgh in
1538: and fo popular, that it was reprinted by Colwell in 1562°.
God's Promifes to Man™. Qur author, in his Pocacyon o the
Bifbeprick of Offory, informs us, that his Comepy of John the
Baptift, and his TrRaGEDY of God’s Promifes, were acted by
the youths upon a Sunday, at the market crofs of Kilkenny *. |
What fhall we think of the ftate, I will not fay of the ftage, '
but of common fenfe, when thefe deplorable dramas could be
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* Both in guarto. At the end is .f Sezy  printed under the name of a TR aGEDIE OF
4f Benediitus, compiled by Johan Bale, Enterrune, by Charlewood, 1577, 4t0.
¥ This was written in 1538, And firlt * Fol. 24

il
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79
endured ?* Of an age, when the Bible was profaned and ridiculed
from a principle of piety? But the fathion of aing myfteries
appears to have expired with this writer, He is faid, by him-
felf, to have written a book of Hymns, and another of jefls and
tales : and to have tranflated the tragedy of Pammacuivus”;
the fame perhaps which was acted at Chrift's college in Cam-
bridge in 1544, and afterwards laid before the privy council as
a libel on the reformation®, A low vein of abufive burlefque,
which had more virulence than humour, feems to have been
one of Bale’s talents : two of his pamphlets againft the papifts,
all whom he confidered as monks, are entitled the Mass or
THE GruTToNs, and the ALCORAN OF THE PRELATES™
Next to expoling the impoftures of popery, literary hiftory was
his favorite purfuit: and his moft celebrated performance is his
account of the Britith writers. But this work, perhaps originally
undertaken by Bale as a vehicle of his fentiments in religion, is
not only full of mifreprefentations and partialities, arifing from
his religious prejudices, but of general inaccuracies, proceeding
from negligence or mifinformation. Even thofe more antient
Lives which he tranfcribes from Leland’s commentary on the
fame fubject, are often interpolated with falfe faéts, and imper-
tinently marked with a mifapplied zeal for reformation. He is
angry with many authors, who flourithed before the thirteenth
century, for being catholics. He tells us, that lord Cromwell fre-
quently fcreened him from the fury of the more bigotted bifhops,
on account of the comedies he had publithed®. But whether
plays in particular, or other compofitions, are here to be under-
flood by comedies, is uncertain.

Brian Anflay, or Annefley, yeoman of the wine cellar to
Henry the eighth about the year 1520, tranflated a popular
French poem into Englith rhymes, at the exhortation of the

¥ Cenr. viii. 100; p. 702, And Ver-  * machii trapeedias tranftuli.”
heiden, p. 149. a Thid. 4
* See vol. ii. p. 377. Bale fays, * Pam- b ¢ Ob editas Comapras.” Ubi fupr.

Vor. III. L gentle
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gentk earl of Kent, called the CiTie or Dames, in three
books. It was printed in 1521, by Henry Pepwell, whaofe
prologue prefixed begins with thefe unpromifing lines,

1515151515151

]

So now of late came into my cuftode
This forfeyde book, by Brian Anflay,
Yeoman of the feller with the eight king Henry.

Another tranflator of French into Englith, much about the
fame time, is Andrew Chertfey. In the year 1520, Wynkyn
de Worde printed a book with this title, partly in profe and
partly in verle, Here foloweth the paffyon of our lord efu Crift
tranflated out of French into Englyfeh by Andrew Chertfey gentle-

Q man the yere of our lord mpxx . T will give two ftanzas of
Robert Copland’s prologue, as it records the diligence, and
fome other performances, of this very obfcure writer.

IS1S51515151

The godly ufe of prudent-wytted men
Cannot abfteyn theyr auncyent exercife,
Recorde of late how befiley with his pen
The tranflator of the fayd treatyfe

Hath him indevered, in moft godly wyfe,

Bokes to tranflate, in volumes large and fayre,

From French in profe, of gooftly exemplaire.
As 15, the floure of Gods commaundements,

A treatyfe alfo called Lucydarye,

With two other of the feuyn facraments,

One of criffen mien the ordinary,

The feconde ¢he craft 1o lyve well and to.dye.

With dyvers other to mannes lyfe profytable,

A vertuofe ufe and ryght commendable.

-
o
"
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The Floure of God's Commaundements was printed by Wynkyn de
Worde, in folio, in 1521. A print of the author’s arms, with
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¢ In quarte.
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the name CuerTsey, is added. The Lucydayre is tranflated
from a favorite old French poem called I; Luyfidaire. This is a
tranflation of the Ervciparium, a large work in dialogue,
containing the {um of chriftian theology, by fome attributed
to Anfelm archbithop of Canterbury in the twelfth century °,
Chertfey’s other verfions, mentioned in Copland’s prologue, are
from old French manuals of devotion, now equally forgotten,
Such has been the fate of volumes Jayre and large! Some of
thefe verfions have been given to George Afhby, clerk of the
fignet to Margaret queen of Henry the fixth, who wrote a moral
poem for the ufe of their {fon prince Edward, on the 4 policy
of a prince, finithed in the author’s eighticth year. The prologue
begins with a compliment to *¢ Maifters Gower, Chaucer, and
* Lydgate,” a proof of the eftimation which that celebrated
triumvirate ftill continued to maintain. I believe it was never
printed. But a copy, with a fmall mutilation at the end, remains
among bithop More’s manufcripts at Cambridge °.

In the difperfed library of the late Mr. William Collins, I
faw a thin folio of two fheets in black letter, containing a poem
in the o&tave ftanza, entitled, Fasvr’s GrosTe, printed by
John Raftell in the year 1533- The piece is of no merit; and
I fhould not perhups have mentioned it, but as the {ubje& ferves
to throw light on our early drama. Peter Fabell, whofe appa-
rition {peaks in this poem, was called The Merrie Devil of Ld-
monton, near London. He lived in the reign of Henry the
feventh, and was buried in the church of Edmonton. Weever,
in his ANTIENT Fungrat Mo~numENTS, publithed in 1631,
fays under Edmonton, that in the church ¢ lieth interred under
‘“ a feemlie tombe without infcription, the body of Peter Fa-
¢ bell, as the report goes, upon whom this fable was fathered,
“ that he by his wittie devifes beguiled the devill. Belike he
** was fome ingenious-conceited gentleman, who did ufe fome

* Wynkyn de Worde printed, Here be- ® MSS. Mok, 492.-It begins, “Right
f}f"""'!’ a bitell treatyfe called the Lyéydarye.  *% and myghty prince and my ryght good
With wooden cuts, No date. In quarto,  * lorde,”

L 2 “ {leighte
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« {leighte trickes for his own difportes. He lived and died in
¢« the raigne of Henry the feventh, faith the booke of his merry
¢ Pranks”.” The book of Fabell's Merry Pranks 1 have never
feen. But there is an old anonymous comedy, written in the
reign of James the firft, which tock its rife from this merry
magician. It was printed in 1017, and is called the MerrY

EpmvoNTON, arit bath been ’;‘.53;?.:!:}’ times alfted 3'5.' bis
: its at the Globe on the Banke-fide®. In the Pro-
logue, Fabell is introduced, reciting his own hiftory.

Tis Peter Fabell a renowned fcholler,

Whofe fame hath fhll beene hitherto forgot

By all the writers of this latter age.

In Middle-fex his birth, and his aboade,

Not full feauen mile from this great famous citty :
That, for his fame in {flights and magicke won,
Was cald the Merry Fiend of Edmonton.

If any heere make doubt of fuch a name,

In Edmonton yet freth vnto this day,

Fixt in the wall of that old ancient church

His monument remaineth to be feene :

His memory yet in the mouths of men,

That whilft he liu’d he could deceiue the deuill.
Imagine now, that whilft he is retirde,

From Cambridge backe vnto his natiue home,
Suppofe the filent fable vifage night,

Cafls her blacke curtaine ouer all the world,
And whilft he fleepes within his filent bed,
Toyl'd with the ftudies of the pafled day :

The very time and howre wherein that fpirite
That many yeares attended his command ;

And oftentimes "twixt Cambridge and that towne,
Had in a minute borne him through the ayre,

F Pag, £344 & In quarto, Lond.
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By compofition "twixt the fiend and him,
Comes now to clzime the fcholler for his due.
Behold him here laid on his reftleffe conch,
His fatall chime prepared at his head,

His chamber guarded with thefe fable flights,
And by him ftands that necromanticke chaire,
In which he makes his direfull inuocations,
And binds the fiends that thall obey his will.
Sit with a pleafed eye vntill you know

The commicke end of our fad tragique thow.

The play is without abfurdities, and the author was evidently an
attentive reader of Shakefpeare. It has nothing, except the
machine of ihe chime, in common with FAsyirr’s GuosTE.
Fabell 15 mentioned in our chronicle-hiftories, and from his
dealings with the devil, was commonly fuppofed to be a friar .

In the year 1537, Wilfrid Holme, a gentleman of Hunting-
ton in Yorkthire, wrote a poem called The Fall and evil Succef
of Rebellion. It is a dialogue between England and the author,
on the commotions raifed in the northern counties on account
of the reformation in 1537, under Cromwell’s adminiftration.
It was printed at London in 1573. Alliteration is here carried
to the moft ridiculous excefs: and from the conftraint of ad-
h:‘:ﬁng inviolably to an identity of initials, from an affectation of
coining prolix words from the Latin, and from a total ignorance
of profodical harmony, the author has produced one of the moft
obfcure, rough, and unpleafing pieces of verfification in our
language. He feems to have been a difciple of Skelton. The
poem, probably from its political reference, is mentioned by
Hollinfhed '. Bale, who overlooks the author’s poetry in his
piety, thinks that he has learnedly and perfpicuouily difcufied the
ablurdities of popery .

B See alfo Norden’s Sprcvrunm BRiTAN- p- 186 edit. fol. 166z.

N1ZE, writtenin 1596. MiopLEsEx, p.18. ! Chron. 1ii. p: 975
And Fuller's WorTrizs, MIiDDLESES, ko o
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84 THE HISTORY OF

One Charles Bamlcy, about the year 1540, wrote a rhyming
fatire on the pride and vices of women now 4 days. I know not
if the firft line will ter npt the reader to fee more.

““ Bo peep, what have we {pied !”

It was printed in quarto by Thomas Rainolde; but I do not
find it among Ames’s books of that pritter, whofe laft piece is
dated 1555. Of equal reputation is Chriftopher Goodwin,
who wrote the Mavpen’s DrREME, a vifion without imagina-
tion, printed in 1542, and Tue CuHANCE OF THE DOLORUS
LovEer, a lamentable flory without pathos, printed in 1520°
With thefe two may be ranked, Richard Feylde, or Ficld, au-
t!wr of a poem printed in quarto by Wynkyn de Worde, called

'ne TREATISE oF THE LovErR AND Jave. The prologue
begins.

Though laureate poetes in old antiquite.

I muft not forget to obferve here, that Edward Haliwell,
admitted a fellow of King's college Cambridge in 1532, wrote
the Tragedy of Dido, which was 1L_[~._j at {aint Paul’s fchool in
Londun, ll[]lll_x the condu& of the very learned mafter John
Rightwife, before cardinal Wolfey®. But it may be doubted,
whether this drama was in I;nghfh Woed fays; that it was
written 1".-' Rightwife®. One' John Hooker, fellow of Mag-
dalene college Oxford in 1 535, wrote a comedy d by Wood
PiscaTor, or The Fifber caught®. But as latinity feems to
have been im u‘ni,h » 1 fufpect this comedy to have been in
Latin, and to have been acted by the youth of his college.

The fanaticifms of che miftry feem to have remair ml at leaft

till the diffolution of the monafteries. William Blomefield,
otherwife Rattelfden, born at Bury in Suffolk, bachelor in

1 you young ladies ¢ Compare -Tanner, Bisr: pag.
372. Arn, Oxon. 1

1 a Corfam ryme as B

phyfic,
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phyfic, and a monk of Bury-abbey, was an adventurer in queft
of the philofopher’s ftone. While a2 monk of Bury, as I pre-
fume, he wrote a metrical chemical tract, entitled, Brome-
FIELD'S Brossoms, or the CAMPE oF Puirosoruy. It is 3
vifion, and in the o&ave ftanza, It was originally written in the
year 1530, according to a manufcript that I have feen: but in
the copy printed by Afhmole?, which has fome fow Improve=
ments and additional ftanzas, our author fays he began to dream
in 1557" He is admitted into the camp of philofophy by
Tive, through a fuperb gate which has twelve locks. Juft
within the entrance’ were affembled all the true philofophers
from Hermes and Ariftotle, down to Roger Bacon, and the
canon of Bridlington. Detached at fome dift ince, appear thofe
unfkilful but fpecious pretenders to the tranfmutation of metals,
lame, blind, and emaciated, by their own pernicious drugs and
injudicious experiments, who defrauded king Henry the fourth
of immenfe treafures by a counterfeit elixir, Among other
wonders of this myfterious region, he fees the tree of philofo~
phy, which has fifteen different buds, bearing fiftcen different
fruits. Afterwards Blomfield turning proteftant, did not re-
nounce his chemiftry with his religion, for he appears to have
dedicated to queen Elifabeth another fyftem of occult fcience,
entitled, Tue Roure oF LiFE, oR THE FIFTH Essence, with
which her majefty muft have been highly edified *,

Although lord Surrey and fome others fo far deviated from
the dullne(s of the times, as to copy the Italian poets, the fame
tafte does not feem to have uniformly influenced all the nobility
of the court of king Henry the eighth who were fond of wri-
ting verfes. Henry Parker, lord Morley, who died an old man
in the latter end of that reign, was educated in the beft literd-
ture which our univerfities afforded. Bale mentions his TRA-
GEDIES and CoMmEDpIEs, which I fufpet to be nothing more

% See Stanz, ¢,

T See A ile’s TueaTrum CuEmi- ¢ A

CuM, p, 503. 478, dy, See Fox; Maxtya.
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than grave myfteries and moralities, and which probably would
not now have been loft, had they deferved to live. He mentions
alfo his Ravmes, which I will not fuppofe to have been imi-
tations of Petrarch ‘. Wood fays, that ¢ his younger years
¢« were adorned with all kinds of fuperficial learning, efpecially |
¢ with dramatic poetry, and his elder with that which was '
¢« divine®.” It is a ftronger proof of his piety than his tafte,
that he fent, as a new year’s fgift to the princefs Mary, Ham-
roLe’s COMMENTARY UPON SEVEN OF THE FIRST PENI-
TENTIAL Psarms. The manufeript, with his epiftle pre-
fixed, is in the royal manufecripts of the Britith Mufeum”. Many
of Morley’s tranflations, being dedicated either to king Henry the
eighth, or to the princefs Mary, are preferved in manufcript in the
fame royal repofitory *. They are chiefly from Solomon, Seneca,
Erafmus, Athanafius, Anfelm, Thomas Aquinas, and Paulus
Jovius. The authors he tranflated fhew his track of reading.
But we fhould not forget his attention to the claffics, and that
he tranflated alfo Tully’s DrREam oF Scirio, and three or four
lives of Plutarch, although not immediately from the Greek ”.
He feems to have been a rigid catholic, retired and ftudious.
His declaration, or paraphrafe, on the ninety-fourth Pfalm, was
printed by Berthelette in 1539. A theological commentary by a
Jord, was too curious and important a production to be neglected
by our firft printers.
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t Scripr. Brat, par. p. ft. 103, ¥ See MSS. (Bibl. Bodl.) Lavn. H.17.
2 Ary. Oxon, 1. 52 MSS. Bibl. Ree. 1 zv=17D. 3, —
* MSS, 18 B xxi. 18 A, Ix, And Walpole, Roy. and Noz.

x But fee M55, GrEspamM, B, AvutH, L P: 92 !2‘\-1.
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