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BOUT the fame time flourithed Thomas Tuffer, one of

our earlieft dida@ic poets, in a fcience of the higheft uti-
lity, and which produced one of the moft beautiful poems of
antiquity. The viciflitudes of this man’s life have uncommon
variety and novelty for the life of an author, and his hiftory
conveys fome curious traces of the times as well as of himfelf.
He feems to have been alike the fport of fortune, and a dupe to
his own difcontented difpofition and his perpetual propenfity to
change of fituation.

He was born of an antient family, about the year 1523, at
Rivenhall in Effex ; and was placed as a chorifter, or finging-
boy, in the collegiate chapel of the caftle of Wallingford in
Berkthire®. Having a fine voice, he was imprefled from Wal-
lingford college into the king’s chapel. Soon afterwards he was
admitted into the choir of faint Paul's cathedral in London;
where he made great improvements under the inftruction of
John Redford the organift, a famous mufician. He was next
fent to Eton-fchool, where, at one chaftifement, he received
fifty-three ftripes of the rod, from the fevere but celebrated
mafter Nicholas Udall®. His academical education was at Tri-
nity-hall in Cambridge : but Hatcher affirms, that he was from
Eton admitted a fcholar of King’s college in that univerfity,
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ad a dean, fix preben- lars, Thirty-five lines of one of them
s, and four chorifters, It are quolrrl in Wilfon’s ArTe oF LoGIRE,
edit. 15!'1?. fol. ':'lJ_, a % Suete mailtrefle
les, mentioned ¢ whereas, &c.
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From the univerfity he was called up to
court by his fingular and generous patron William lord Paget, in
whofe family he appears to have been a retainer?, In this de-
partment he lived ten years: but being difgufted with the vices,
and wearied with the quarrels of the courtiers, he retired into
the country, and embraced the profeflion of a farmer, which he
fucceflively practifed at Ratwood in Suffex, Ipfwich in Suffolk,
Fairftead in Effex, Norwich, and other places ®, Here his patrons
were fir Richard Southwellf, and Salifbury dean of Norwich.
Under the latter he procured the place of a finging-man in
Norwich cathedral, * At length, having perhaps too much philo-
fophy and too little experience to fucceed in the bufinels of agri-
culture, he returned to London : but the plague drove him away
from town, and he took fhelter at Trinity college in Cambridge.
Waithout a tin¢ture of carelefs imprudence, or vicious extragance,
this defultory chara&er feems to have thrived in ne vocation.

under the year 15743°

Fuller fays, that his ftone, wbhich gathered no mofsy was the flone
of Sifyphus. His plough and his poetry were alike unprofitable.
He was by turps a fiddler and a farmer, a grafier and a poet with
equal fuccefs. He died very aged at London in 1580, and was
buried in faint Mildred’s church in the Poultry ®.

Some of thefe circamftances, with many others of lefs con-
fequence, are related by himfelf in one of his pieces, entitled
the Autnor's Lirg, as follows.

Though beereto befl-couldit counfel every
one,

As it may in thy Husa

afrefh thou lin

AKDRIE :-_P]".‘.'ii.]'l:"

{t among vs heres

e a numhber more are wont,
advice of wit,

¢ and a {cythe with thefe
Gr: edit. 4to.

They tell ma, Tussir, when thon wert
alive,

And hadft for |'.\.—n|'-,: tarped eunery (tone,

Wherg ere thou cameft thou couldit neuer

re like the whet-

unt, dc.

I SeeLizp oF sin Thomas Pork, 2d
edit. p. 218,

E See his I_",l}]::,-pl'_ in Stowe's Sury,
Loup. p. 4 edit. 1618, qto, "And

f
Enller's WorTH1ES, P, 134 :
What
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What robes® how bare, what colledge fare !
What bread how ftale, what pennie ale |
Then WaLLingrorD, how wert thou abhord

Of fillie boies !

Thence for my voice, I muft, no choice,
Away of forfe, like pofting horfe ;
For fundrie men had placardes then

Such child to take.
The better breft!, the leffer reft,
To ferue the queer, now there now heer :
For time fo {pent, I may repent,

And forowe make,

But marke the chance, myfelf to vance,
By friendthips lot, to Pavres I got;
So found I grace a certaine {pace,

Still to remaine.

With Reprorbp there, the like no where,
For cunning fuch, and vertue much,
By whom fome part of muficke art,

So did I gaine.

From Pavres I went, to EATon fent,
"T'o learne ftraighte waies the Latin phraies,
Where fiftie three ftripes giuen to me

At once I had :

The fault but fmall, or none at all,

® The livery, or wefis liferata, often
called robe, allowed annpally by the col-
lege.

! To the paffages lately colleéted by the
commentators on Shakelpeare, to prove
thar Breaf fignifies woice, the following
may be added from Afcham’s ToxopPHi-
Lus. He is {peaking of the expediency
of educating youth ip finging. * Trulye

“ two degrees of men, which hane the
** higheft offices under the king in all this
‘“ realme, fhall greatly lacke the wie of
¢ finginge, preachers and lawyers, be-
“ caufe they fhall not, withoute this, be
“ able to rule theyr mrEsTES fOr euerye
“¢ purpofe, &c.” fol. 8. b. Lond. 1571.
4to. Bl, Lett.

It
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It came to pas, thus beat I was:
See, Udall, fee, the mercie of thee
To me, poore lad !

To Lonpon hence, to CamerinaE thence,
With thankes to thee, O TriNITE,
That to thy Hart, fo pafiinge all,
1 got at laft.
There ioy I felt, there trim I dwelt, &c.

At length he married a wife by the name of Moone, from
whom, for an obvious reafon, he expected great inconftancy,
but was happily difappointed.

Through Uenus’ toies, in hope of ioies,
I chanced foone to finde a Moone,

Of cheerfull hew :
Which well and fine, methought, did fthine,
And neuer change, a thing moft ftrange,
Yet kept in fight, her courfe aright,

And compas trew, &c*.

Before I proceed, I muft fay a few words concerning the very
remarkable practice implied in thefe ftanzas, of feizing boys
by a warrant for the fervice of the king’s chapel. Strype has
printed an abftraét of an inftrument, by which it appears, that
emiffaries were difpatched into various parts of England with
full powers to take boys from any choir for the ufe of the chapel
of king Edward the fixth. Under the year 1550, fays Strype,
there was a grant of a commiffion ¢ to Philip Van Wilder gen-
“ tleman of the Privy Chamber, in anie churches or chappells
“ within England to take to the king’s ufe, fuch and as many

¥ Fol. 155, edit. 1586, Sec allo Tue  dringing up, &c. fol. 5. And the ErssTiE

Avrnors EristTie e the late lovd William  to Lady J'ﬁﬁfr, fol. 7. And his rules for
Pagety aoberein be doth difeonrfe of bis orme i_minirjg a-boy in mufic, fol. 141.
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¢ finging children and chun..uc, as he or his deputy thall think
L "*Oud " And again, in the following ycar tim mafter of the
ki '|'f g C!ﬁl‘t‘l, that IS the mafter of thel ,-\1],’,_{ 5 hngu‘.g-h(}js, has
licence * to take up from time to time as many children [boys]
‘¢ to ferve in the king’s chapel as he fhall think fit™.”" Under the
year 1454, there is a commiflion of the fame forf from J-:ing
I Ienry the fixth, De minifirallis propter folatium regis providendis,
for procuring minftrels, even by force, for the folace or enter-
tainment of the king: and it is required, that the minftrels fo
procured, fhould be not only fkilled in arze minfirallatus, in the
art of ‘minftrelly, but membris naturalibus elegantes, handlome
and elegantly thaped". As the word Minflrel is of an extenfive
fignification, and is applied as a'general term to every chara&er
of that fpecies of men whofe bufinefs it was to entertain, either
with oral recitation, mulfic, gefticulation, and finging, or with
a mixture of all thefe arts united, it is certainly difficult to de-
termine, whether fingers only, more particularly fingers for the
royal chapel, were here intended. | The laft claufe may perhaps
more immediately {eem to point out tumblers or pofture-mafters °
But in the regifter of the capitulary acs of York cathedral, it is
ordered as an indifpenfable qualification, that the Lhnixller who
is annually to be eleted the boy- bithop, fhould be competenter
corpore for mgfus, 1 will tranfcribe an article of the :t‘ﬂ'u‘ter, re-
lating. to that ridiculous ceremony. ¢ Dec. 2. 1367, Joannes
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Strype’s Mem. Eccr.  * the queen and cardipal [Pole] locking
““on; whereat fhe was obferved to laugh
* heartily, &c.”? ‘xmu-: Ecct. Ml-'1 11,

p 539. Under the fame year,
a yearly allowance of 8ol. is fpecified f}-}" 112, ch. xxxix,
“to find fix finging children for the ki fof fome priv tp
s privy chamber.” Ibid, I prefume this — the fecond mong whick
appointment was tran{mitted from pre- nlu thillings were paid to «
ceding reigns. ed before the i g on

" Rym. Foen. &i. 356 ui fift r.—-..:-q..u..u.n'::;;

o Even fo late as the ]"r:.fmc reign of  that twenty fhillings wer
quesn Mary, we find tumblers introdoced  other, whe rode b
tor tl fion of the court. In 1556, often fell from his horle, at w
ata grand military review of the quéljn's jefty laughed heartily, ab gwenx rof 0ya
penfioners in ‘Greenwich park, ““camea  grawtemens,. The laughter of ngs Wi
* Tumbler and played many pretty feats, - thought worthy to be recorded,

rfon who
ale, “Fet
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¢ de Quixly confirmatur Epifcopus Puerorum, et Capitulum
¢ ordinavit, quod electio epifcopi Puererum in ecclefia Ebora-
¢« cenfi de cetero fieret de Eo, qui diutius et magis in difta
« ecclefia laboraverit, et magis idoneus repertas fuerit, dum
“ tamen competenter fit corpore formofus, et quod aliter facta
«¢ eletio non valebit *.” It is certainly a matter of no confe-
quence, whether we underftand thefe Minitrels of Henry the
fixth to have been fingers, pipers, players, or pofture-maiters.
From the known chara&er of that king, I fhould rather fuppofe
them performers for his chapel. In any fenfe, this is an inftance
of the fame oppreflive and arbitrary privilege that was practifed
on our poet.

Our author Tuffer wrote, during his refidence at Ratwood in
Suffex, a work in rhyme entitled Five BUNDRED POINTES OF
Goop Hussanprie, which was printed at London in 1557
But it was foon afterwards reprinted, with additions and improve-
ments, under the following title, ¢ Five hundreth pointes of
“« good Hufbandrie as well for the Champion or open countrie,
< as alfo for the Woodland or Severall, mixed in cuerie moneth
¢« with Hufwiferie, ouer and befides the booke of Hus-
“ wireR1E., Corre@ed, better ordered, and newlie augmented
¢ a fourth part more, with divers other leffons, as a diet for
¢ the farmer, of the properties of windes, planets, hops, herbs,
“ bees, and approved remedies for the fheepe and cattell, with

P Regiftr. Archiv. Ecclef, Ebor. MS5.  * epifcopi per ipfum Johannem receptis,
In the Salifbury-miffal, in the office of * et difius Robertus ad fanfta dei evan-

Eriscorus PuErorum, among the fuf-
frages we read, * Corpore enim formolus
“ e3. 0 fili, et diffula eft gratia in labiis
“ tuis, &c.” In further ‘proof of the fo-
lemnity with which this farce was con-
detted, I will cite another extralt from
the chapter-regifters at York. “ xj febr.
“ 1370, In Scriptoria capitali Eboer.
“* dominus Jr}har‘_nq‘:s Ui!lhn,mugil[(‘r cho-
“ mftarum ecclefiz Eboracenfiz, liberavit
¢ Roberto de Holme choriitz, qui tunc
“¢ pltimo foerat epilcopas puerorum, iij
“ libras, xvs.id. ob. de perquilitis iplus

Yor. IIL

“ pelia per ipfum corporaliter méta jura-
“ wit; quod nunquam moleftaret diftum
* dominum Johannem de fomma pecuniz
o predifta.” RecisTr. EBoR,

4 Quarto. Bl. Lett: In 1557, a]ol‘m
Daye has licence to print * the hundreth
¥ poyntes of g-:]jf. Huyfferse ReGisTR.
Stavion. A, fdl, 23. a. In 1559-60,
jun. 2o, T. Marfhe has licence to print
1 the boke of Hufbandry.™ Ibid. fol. 48, b.
This laft title occars in thefe regifters much
]cw{:r.

Q_q ¢ manie
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manie other matters both profitabell and not vnpleafant for the
Reader. Alfo a table of HuspAnpRrie at the beginning of
¢ this booke, and another of Huswirerie at th nd, &c,

* Newlic fet foorth by THomas Tusser gentleman

It muft be acknowledged, that this old Englifh georgic has
much more of the ilmphcn- of Hefiod, lhr_H of the elegance
of Virgil: and a modern reader would fufpect, that many of
its L.]umr}- maxims originally decorated the margins, and illuf-
trated the calendars, of an antient almanac. It is without in-
vocations, digreffions, and defcriptions : no pleafing pictures of
rural imagery are drawn from meadows covered with flocks
and fields waving with corn, nor are Pan and Ceres once named.
Yet it is w.luablu,, as a genuine picture of the agriculture, the
rural arts, and the L.uml ic' economy and cuftoms, of our
indufirious ancefltors.

I muft begin my examination of this werk with the apology
of Virgil on a fimilar fubjec,

Poffum multa tibi veterum precepta referre,
Ni rerugls, tr:nu::fqut: piget cogllulcerc curas ’.

I firlt produce a fpecimen of his direftions for cultivating a

hop-garden, which may, perhaps not unprofitably, be compared
with the modern practice.

Whom fanfie perfwadeth, among other crops,
To haue for his {pending, fufficient of ho PS,

* The oldeft edition with this title which  ** thryvynge of Tusthers with §j leffons for

I have feen is in quarto, dated 1586, and  *olde and yenge, in 156z or 1563.
printed at London, ** in the now dwelling  RecisTe. StaT. Comr. Lonn. notat. A.
“ ho Henrie Denham in Alde fol. 74. b. I find licenced to Alde in
4 fireete at the fipne of the fiarre, 1505, * An hundreth poyntes of evell
black letter, containing 164 pages. The ** hum:,ﬁ ye,” [ fuppole afatire on Tuofler.
mext edition is for H. Yardley, London { fol. 131. b. In T-.t'-l, Richa
tt, 4to. Again at London to p.in “ A book
v Peeer Shorr, 1557 Bl. Lett. rood poyntes of huh mmdr}
“he Jaft T have feen s d"".f ib10. :-.||_. unio a hondreth -:_.ud
Hefwiffry newly corréted
yed.” Ibid, fol, 74. a.
1. 176,

Muft
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Muft willingly follow, of choifes to choofe,
Such leffons approued, as fkilful do vie.

Ground grauellie, fandie, and mixed with claie,
Is nanghtie for hops, anie maner of waic ;

Or if it be mingled with rubbifh and ftone,

For drinefle and barrennefle let it alone.

Choofe foile for the hop of the rotteneft mould,
Well doonged and wrought, as a garden-plot thould ;
Not far from the water, but not cuerflowne,

This leflon well noted is meete to be knowne.

The fun in the fouthe, or elfe fouthlie and weit,
Is ioie to the hop, as a welcomed guelt ;

But wind in the north, or elfe northerlic eaft,
To the hop, is as ill as a fraie in 2 feaft.

Meet plot for a hop-yard, once found as is told,
Make thereof account, as of iewell of gold :
Now dig it and leaue it, the {unne for to burne,
And afterward fence it, to ferue for that turne.

The hop for his profit I thus doo exalt :

It firengtheneth drinke, and it fauoreth malt ;
And being well brewed, long kept it will laft,
And drawing abide—if ye drawe not too faft *.

* Caar. 42. fol. g3. In this flanza,
is a copy of verfes by one William Kethe,
adivine of Geneva, prefixed to Dr. Chril-
TU?i‘lC."s Goodman’s abfurd and faftious
pamphlet againft queen Mary, Houw
rior Powers, &c,  Printed at Geneva by
John Crifpin, 1558, 16mo,

fape=

Whom fury long fofterd by (ufferance and
awe,
Have right r

e fubverted, and made will
thei .

e

ta temper, this truth
tell,
o

yit, and yet not rebel,

\.l!:
So as thou re
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To this work belongs the well known old fong, which begins,

The Ape, the Lion, the Fox, and the Affe,
Thus fetts foorth man in a glafle, &c".

general diet he afligns, in Lent, red her-
rings, and falt fith, which may remain in {tore qphen Lent 1
paft : at Eafter, veal and bacon: at Martinmas, falted beef,
when dainties are not to be had in the country: at Midfum-
mer, when mackrel are no longer in feafon, graffe, or fallads,
frefh beef, and peafe : at Michaelmas, frefh herrings, with fat-
ted cromes, or fheep: at All Saints, pork and peafe, fprats and
fpurlings : at Chriftmas, good cheere and plaie. The farmer's
weekly fith-days, are Wednefday, Friday, and Saturday ; and
he is charged to be careful in keeping embrings and faft-days ™.
Among the Hufbandlie Furniture are recited molt of the in-
ftruments now in ufe, yet with feveral obfolete and unintelli-
gible names of farming utenfils*. Horfes, I know net from
what fuperftition, are to be annually blooded on faint Stephen’s
day . Among the C.{?:r'f:{fmm bufbandlie ﬁ!ré’, our author re-
commends good drimke, a good fire in the Hall, brawne, pud-
ding and foufe, and muftard witba//, beef, mutton, and pork,
Jhred, or minced, pies of the befl, pig, veal, goofe, capon, and
turkey, cheefe, apples, and nuts, with jolie carols. A Chriftmas
carol is then introduced to the tune of King Salomon *.

For the farmer's ¢

SIS SIS ISIHIS SIS IS1ISISIS SIS IS ISIS 1S

ing a ballad called ¢ Kynge Saloman.”
* Chap. 12. fol. z¢, 26. ReEcisTR. Srarion. Come. Lonn. notat,
= Chap. 15. fol. 31, 32, 33+ A. fol. 48. a. Again, in 1561, a licence
¥ Fol. 52. to print * iij ballects, the one entituled
= Chap. g0. fol. 37. Thefe are four  * Newes owte of Kent; the other, a seeve

% Chap. 5o. fol. 107

S ISISSISS
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of the lines.

Euen Chrift, T meane, that virgins child,
In Dethlem born:

That lambe of God, that prophet mild,
Crowned with thorne!

Mar. 4. 1559, there is a receipt from

Ralph .'\.'cu.'brr}' for his licence for pring-

* ballat afier the tuxe of kynge SOLOMON 5
 and the other, Newes out of Heaven and
“ Hell." Ihid. fol. 75. a. ‘See Lyeence of
John Tyfdale for printing * ‘Certayiie
" gﬁ{b{j!}' Carowles to'be ﬁ:rltgl: to the gtm-y
t of God,” in w56z, Ibid. fol. -£6. a.
Again, ibid, * Creftenmas Carowles auéto-
“ risthed by my lord of London.” A bal-

lad
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In a comparifon between Champion and Severall, that is, open
and inclofed land, the difputes about inclofures appear to have
been as violent as at prefent®. Ameong his Hufwifelie Admoni-
tions, which are not particularly addreflfed to the farmer, he
advifes three difhes at dinner, which being well drefled, will be
fufficient to pleafe your friend, and will decome your Hall®
The prudent houfewife is dire€ted to make her own tallow-
candles ¢, Servants of both fexes are ordered to go to bed
ten in the fummer, and nine in the winter s to rife at five
in the winter, and four in the fommer®., The ploughman’s
feafting days, or holidays, are Provgu-MonDAY, or the firft
Monday after Twelfth-day, when ploughing begins, in Lei-
cefterthire. Suror-TIDE, or SHROVE-TUESDAY, in Effex
and Suffolk, when after throving, or confeffion, he is permitted
to go threfh the fat ben, and * if blindfold [}-‘Ou] can kill her
¢ then giue it thy men,” and to dine on fritters and pancakes *.
SHEEP-SHEARING, which is celebrated in Northamptonthire
with wafers and cakes. The Waxe-pay, or the vigil of the
church faint, when everie wanton maie danfe at ber will, as in
Leicefterfhire, and the oven is to be filled with flawnes. Har-

lad ('Jr SU] mon a
entered In 15¢
1569, is eutere
* to handle

queen of Shebais  cles; together with games ar dice, and
. foli 166. a. In dancing. This pradtice he adds, was not
interlude for boyes conformable to the 4[1 re of moft other na
1 to pafle tyme at Chnili- tions, who permitted [m_l_c diverfions, not ']t
** mas." . 183, b. i (.il.rjﬂmﬂ.i,buLﬂ.Fewdny; bl.'r.'!.'-\_'Lg:]]l.;hnu:
f:\.n:.'_"ri-r.lni - More influnces follow.  the time of Shrovetide, Hisy. Awcr. Lib,
Chap. s2. fol. 111. xiii. f.211. Bafil. 1534- By theway, ]’0,\;
L] iul 133. dore Virgil oblerves, that the Chrifftmas.
pr rmmce or Loxd of {\-Idr._lc u.a]n_mllpm_ujnr
to the Englifh. DL‘ Rer. InvenTor. lib, v,
cap. ii. Shrove:-Tuefday feems to have

1

day as 1 been fometimes confideéred as the Jaft .|‘}.-
fopr. vol. ii of Chriltmas, and on that account might
Germany be c:..{bm.e:d as a feftival. In the year
tide with b i05TES, 1440, on Shrove-Tuefday, which that year

fec. 3 H. was in March, at \ol.\"n:h there wias a
Leit. Polydore  ** Diiport in the flreets, when one rode
ti'l’ yearfr1zo, throngh the fireets havyng his hors trap-

1 1" pyd with ryn- I[\[c and other nyfe
“ difgylyngs, caronned as Kyng of Cris-
" TEMASEE, in tokyn that fefon fhould

* end

S 1B
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368 THE HISTORY OF

vEST-HOME, when the harveft-home goofe is to be killed.
Seep-cAKE, a feftival fo called at the end of wheat-fowing in
Effex and Suffolk, when the village is to be treated with feed-
cakes, pafties, and the frumentie-por. But twice a week, accord-
ing to antient right and cuftom, the farmer is to give roaft-
meat, thatis, on Sundays and on Thurfday-nights . We have
then a fet of pofies or proverbial rhymes, to be written in various
rooms of the houfe, fuch as ¢ Hufbandlie pofies for the Hall,
¢¢ Pofies for the Parlour, Pofies for the Gheits chamber, and
¢¢ Pofies for thine own bedchamber?.” Botany appears to have
been eminently cultivated, and illuftrated with numerous trea-
tifes in Englifh, throughout the latter part of the fixteenth
century ". In this work are large enumerations of plants, as well
for the medical as the culinary garden.

Our author’s general precepts have often an exprefiive brevity,
and are fometimes pointed with an epigrammatic turn and a
{martnefs of allufion. As thus,

IS 1S5S
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Saue wing for a threfher, when gander doth die ;
Saue fethers of all things, the fofter to lie:
Much fpice is a theefe, fo is candle and fire ;
Sweet faufe is as craftie as euer was frier ',

Again, under the leflons of the houfewife.

L= L L LS G

Though cat, a good moufer, doth dwell in a houfe,
Yet euer 1n dairic haue trap for a moufe:

* end with the oneths of the Frona gquibus mater pre(pergens &

yere: a hym went yche [each] Mo- Cunfta coloribus egregiie et odor p
 neth dyfgul frer the fefon requiryd, plec.—
# &c." Blomf. ‘Nore. it p. 111" This Inde Avrvmwus adit, &c.

very poetical |

IR
Fol, 148
fimilar and a o

BONS, W their accompanin
perfonified. Lib. v. 736.

It Ven et Venus, et Veneris prenuntius

ante he Preface to Johnfon's edition of
Pipatus Zernvrus graditor vefti le’s HERBaL, pr
proprer ; I ¥ol, 134
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e heed how thou laieft the bane * for the rats,
For poifoning thy fervant, thyfelf, and thy brats’,

And in the follo owing rule of the fmaller economics.

Saue droppings and ﬂ;it“n*iﬂ-‘r* however ye doo,
For medcine, for cattell, for cart, and fur thoo ™

. A : fie
In thefe ftanzas on 31;.1’-.-[:1_-_1._,;.”& he rifes above his common

mannér,

Go mufter thy feruants, be captain thyfelfe,
Prouiding them weapons, and other like pelfe :
Get bottells and wallets, keepe fielde in the heat,

The feare is as much, as the danger is great.

With toffing, and raking, and fetting on cox,
Graffe latelie in {wathes, is haie for an oxe.
That done, go to cart it, and haue it awaie :
‘The battell is fought, ye haue gotten the daie ".

A great variety of verfe is ufed in this poem, which is thrown
into numerous detached chapters . The HuspaNDRIE is
divided into the feveral months. Tufler, in refpect of his an-
tiquated diction, and his argument, may not improperly be ftyled
the Englith Varro.

X ”ml"m Good hufbandrie feeketh not that,

I'Fol. 131. Nor it anie meaning of mine,

™ Fol. 13 ¥ . 3
0] ke What lookelt thou, {peeke at'the laft,

" Fol. gz. cn 44-
“In this ‘le [ firft find the metre
of Prior's {

Good leflons for thee and thy wife
Then hkeepe them in memorie faft

ng. T ' . .
&2 I'o helpe as a comfort to life.
% Dyalrmate 3 o, P g
Defpairing befide a clear fiream. See I’qt'-tn TO THE BUIER OF THIS
BOOKE, ch. 5. fol. 14. In the fame mea-

For inftance.
fure is Im. CoMPARIZON BETWEENE

Cramriony COUNTRIE AKD SEVERALL,
ch. 5z, fol. 108,

Whar Jooke

Termes pair

Such
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Such were the rude beginnings in the Englith language of
didacic poetry, which, on a Kindred fubject, the prefent age
has feen brought to perfection, by the happy combination of
judicious precepts with the moft elegant ornaments of language
and imagery, in Mr, Mafon's EnGgrisu GARDEN.
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