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S DR Bl XXXVIL

T appears, however, that the cultivation of an Englifh ftyle
began to be now regarded. At the general reftoration of
knowledge and tafte, it was a great impediment to the progre(s
of our language, that all the learned and ingenious, aiming at
the charafter of erudition, wrote in Latin. Englith books were
written only by the fuperficial and illiterate, at a time when
judgment and genius fhould have been exerted in the nice and
critical tafk of polithing a rude fpeech. Long after the inven-
tion of typography, our vernacular ftyle, inftead of being
ftrengthened and refined by numerous compofitions, was only
corrupted with new barbarifms and affectations, for want of able
and judicious writers in Englith. Unlefs we except fir Thomas
More, whofe Diarocur on TrisvrLaTIoN, and HisTory
of RiCcHARD THE THIRD, were efteemed ftandards of ftyle fo
low as the reign of James the firft, Roger Afcham was perhaps
the firt of our fcholars who ventured to break the fhackles of
Latinity, by publifhing his Toxoruirus in Englith; chiefiy
with a view of giving a pure and corret model of Englith
compofition, or rather of thewing how a fubje& might be treated
with grace and propriety in En_lith as well as in Latin. His
own vindication of his conduét in attempting this great innova-
tion is too fenfible to be omitted, and refleéts light on the revo-
lutions of our poetry. ¢ As for the Lattine or Greeke tongue,
‘ euerye thinge is fo excellentlye done in” Them, that none can
‘ do better. In the Englifhe tongue contrary, euery thing in
““ a maner fo meanlye, both for the matter and handelinge, that
“‘ no man can do worfe. For therein the learned for the moft
Tt 2 ¢ part
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¢ part haue bene alwayes moft redye to write. And they which
¢¢ had leaft hope in Lattine haue bene moft bould in Englithe :
¢ when furelye euerye man that is moft ready to talke, is not
“ moft able to write. He that will write well in any tongue,
< muft folow this counfell of Ariftotle ; to fpeake as the com-
“ mon people do, to thinke as wife men do. And fo fhoulde
¢ euerye man vnderftand him, and the iudgement of wife men
¢ alowe him. Manye Englithe writers haue not done fo; but
‘¢ viinge ftraunge wordes, as Lattine, French, and Italian; do
¢ make all thinges darke and harde. Ones I communed with a
‘¢ man, which reafoned the Englifhe tongue to be enriched and
‘¢ encreafed thereby, fayinge, Who will not prayfe that feaft
¢ where a man fhall drincke at a dinner both wyne, ale, and
 beere ! Truly, quoth I, they be al good, euery one taken by
¢ himfelfe 2lone; but if you put Malmefye and facke, redde
¢ wyne and white, ale and beere, and al in one pot, you fhall
¢ malke a drinke neither eafye to be knowen, nor yet holfome
“ for the bedye. Cicero in folowing Iocrates, Plato, and De-
“ mofthenes, encreafed the Lattine tongue after another fort.
‘“ This way, becaufe diuers men that write do not know, they
¢ can neyther folow it becaufe of their ignoraunce, nor yet will
prayfe it for uery arrogancy : two faultes feldome the one out
¢ of the others companye. Englithe writers by diuerfitic of
‘ tyme haue taken diuvers matters in hand.  In our fathers time
*“ nothing was red, but bookes of fayned cheualrie, whercin a
man by readinge fhould be led to none other ende but only
¢ to manflaughter and baudrye. If anye man fuppofe they
were good enough to paflfe the time withall, he is deceied,
For furely vaine wordes do worke no fmal thinge in vaine,
ignorant, and yong mindes, f{pecially if they be geuen any
thing thervnto of their owne nature. Thefe bookes, as I
haue heard fay, were made the moft part in abbayes and mo-
* nafteries, a very likely and fit fruite of fuch an ydle and blind

¢ kind
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¢« kind of living*, In our time now, whan cuery man is geuen
¢ to know much rather than live wel, very many do writ

¢, but
5. after {fuch a fathion as v many do fhoote, Some fhooters

¢¢ take in hande ftronger bowes than they be able to maintaine.
¢ This thing oe A LLLll them fometime to ouerfhoote the marke,

¢ {ometime to thoote far w yde and pcr;lham:c hart {fome that
¢ loke on: Other, that neuer learned to fhoote, nor yet know-
g 1

cth good fhaft nor bowe, will be as bufie as the beft ®.

Afcham’s example was followed by other learned men. But
the chief was Thomas Willon, who publifhed a fyftem of Loc1e
and RueToric both in Englith. Of his Locic I have alr
fpoken. I have at prefent only to {f

ak of the latter, wl
not only written in E nglith, but \'.nh a view of giving
for compofing in the Englifh language. It appeared in 1553,
the :ﬁil’t year of queen \Il.\, and is entitled, Tug ARTE OF
RHETORIKE for the vfe

of all fuche as are fludious of Eloguence,
fert

Tuomas Wrirsox ¢, Leonarde Cox,

'_"Jn'J.’:,.-'[ .-,'.r,, .FJ" '.

= 1 Y - ] B s i T £ R aads >
a {choclmafter, patronifed by Farringdon the laft abbot of Reading,

had ml'n’i']lt'd in 1530, 48 1 have obierved, I'-;;]]J,'] tract o
ot

I]l,iﬂlu, which is nothing more than a technica

=

| and elementary

manual. Willon’s rrcl_. s more liberal, and difeurfive; illuf=

ind examining and
alcertaining the beauties of compofition with the {pec ulative fkill
and 1.15:,.&1[} of acritic. It may therefore be _md:_\. confidered as
the firft beok or

trating the arts of lelllhmh by L}.l]hl".lh.,

:m of criticifm in our language. A few ex-
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334 THE HISTORY OF

tracts from fo curious a performance need no apology ; which will
alfo ferve to throw light on the prefent period, and indeed on our
general fubjet, by difplaying the flate of critical knowledge, and
the ideas of writing, which now prevailed.

I muft premife, that Wilfon, one of the moft accomplifhed
{cholars of his times, was originally a fellow of King’s Col-
lege *, where he was tutor to the two celebrated youths Henry
and Charles Brandon dukes of Suffolk. Being a doctor of laws,
he was afterwards one of the ordinary mafters of requefts, mafter
of faint Katharine’s hofpital near the Tower, a frequent embaf-
fador from queen Elifabeth to Mary queen of Scots, and into
the Low countries, a fecretary of ftate and a privy counfellor,
and at length, in 1579, dean of Durham. He died in 1581. His
remarkable diligence and difpatch in negotiation is faid to have
refulted from an uncommon ftrength of memory. It is another
proof of his attention to the advancement of our Englith ftyle,
that he tranflated feven orations of Demofthenes, which, in 1570,
he dedicated to fir William Cecili =.

Under that chapter of his third book of RurToric which
treats of the four parts belonging to elocution, Plainnefle, Apt-
nefle, Compoficion, Exornacion, Wilfon has thefe obfervations
on fimplicity of ftyle, which are immediately directed to thofe
who write in the Englith tongue. ¢ Among other leflons this
“ fhould firft be learned, that we neuer affe& any ftraunge ynke-
‘¢ horne termes, but to fpeake as is commonly received : neither
¢ feking to be ouer fine, nor yet liuing ouer carclefle, viing our
« {peache as mofte men do, and ordering our wittes as the feweft
“ haue doen. Some fcke fo farre for outlandithe Englithe, that
‘¢ they forget altogether their mothers language. And I dare

* Admitted fcholdr in 1541. A native Wilfonus, patrii gloria prima foli,

of Lincolnfhire. M3. Hatcher,

* Which had been alfo tranflated into
Latin by Nicholas Carr. To whofe ver-
fion Hatcher prefixed this diftich. [MSS,
Mare, 10z. Carr's Autograph. MS,]

#lzc eadem patrio Thomas fermone polivit

Wilfon publifhed many other things, In
Gabriel Harvey’s Suirnus, dedicat=d to
fir Walter Mildmay, and printed by Bin-
neman in 1578, he is ranked with his
learned cotemporaries, See Siemar. D
itj.—E ij.—1I j.

“* {weare
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fweare this, if fome of their mothers were aliue, thei were

“ not able to tel what thei faie: and yet thefe fine Englithe

clerkes wil faie thei {peake in their mother tongue, if a man

“ fhould charge them for counterfeityng the kinges Englithe.

Some farre iournied gentlemen at their returne home, like as

¢ thei loue to go in forrein apparel, fo thei will pouder their

¢¢ talke with ouerfea language.

He that cometh lately out of

¢ Fraunce will talke Frenche Englifhe, and neuer bluthe at the

¢ matter.

Another choppes in with Englitbe Italianated, and

“ applieth the Italian phraife to our Englithe fpeakyng : the
¢ whiche is, as if an Oration that profeffeth to vtter his mynde
¢ in plaine Latine, would needes {fpeake Poetrie, and farre

«¢ fetched colours of ftraunge antiquitie.

The lawier will ftore

‘ his ftomacke with the prating of pedlers. The auditour, in
“ makyng his accompt and reckenyng, cometh in with fif fould,
“¢ and cater denere, for vj.s. and iiij. d. The fine courtier will

¢ talke nothyng but CHAuCER.
poeticall clerkes, will {peake nothyng but quainte prouerbes,
and blinde allegories ; delightyng muche in their owne dark-
nefle, efpecially when none can tel what thei do faie.
vilearned or folithe phantafticall, that fielles but of learnyng

The mitfticall wifemen, and

The

“ (fvche fellowes as haue feene learned men in their daies) will

fo Latine their tongues, that the fimple cannot but wonder at
their talke, and thinke furely thei fpeake by fome reuelacion.
I know Them, that thinke RueToRIKE to {tande wholie

“ vpon darke wordes; and he that can catche an ynkehorne
‘ terme by the taile, hym thei compt to be a fine Englithman

¢ and a good rhetorician *.

f Puttenham, in Tue ArTE oF Enc-

L1sH Pogsig, where he treats of ftyle and
language, brings fome illuftrations from
the praflice of oratory in the rei
queen Mary, in whoie court he lived : and
h his book is d:ted 1589, it was
e{tly written much earlier. He re-
Nicholas Bacon; who began 1o
be high in the departments of the law in
gucen Mary’s time, and died in 1559,

1 t.'](l

And the rather to fet out this folie,

Having told a flory from his own know.
ledge ‘in the year 1553, of a ridiculous
oration made in parliament by a new
{peaker of the hoole, who came from Yark-
fhire, and had mere knowledge in the af-
fairs of his county, and of the law, than
grach’u];:efs or dti:t.‘u‘y of lr-_',pl:n»_:e, he
proceeds, ** And though graue and wife
* counfellours in their confuliations do not
“ vie much fuperflitious eloguence, and

talfa
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¢¢ colnefhire man for a voide benefice®.” This point he illuf-
trates with other familiar and pleafant inftances ',

In enforcing the application and explaining the nature of
fables, for the purpofe of amplification, he gives a general idea
of the Iliad and Odyfley. <« The faying of poetes, and al
¢¢ their fables, are not to be torgotten. For by them we maic
¢ talke at large, and win men by perfwafion, if we declare be-
¢« fore hand, that thefe tales wer not fained of fuche wifemen
without caufe, neither yet continued vntill this time, and
kept in memerie without good confideracion, and therevpon
declare the true meanyng of all fvche writynge. For wvn-
doubtedly, there is no one Tale among all the poetes, but
vader the fame is comprehended fomethyng that perteyneth
either to the amendement of maners, to the knowledge of
truthe, to the fettyng forth ratures worke, or els to the vn-
derftanding of fome notable thing doen. For what other is
the painful travaile of Vlifles, defcribed fo largely by Ho-
mere, " but a lively pi¢ture of mans miferie in this life? And
“ as Plutarche faith, and likewife Bafilius Magnus, in the
Ir1ADESs are defcribed firength and valiauntnefle of bodie: in
Opissea, is fet forthe a lively paterne of the mynde. The
| ¢ Poetes are Wilemen, and wisthed in harte the redrefle of

¢ thinges, the which when for feare thei durft not openly re-
buke, they did in colours paint them out, and tolde men by
¢ fhadowes what thei fhold do in good fothe: or els, becaufe
¢ the wicked were vanworthy to heare the trueth, thei fpake fo

(13

"~
-

with the people for his impertinence, was  * reuolutyng with myfelf, your ingent af-
detained, and obliged to fubmit to many ot fohilitie, and ingenious capacitie, for
ridiculous indigni but extricated him-  * mundane affairés, I cannot bit cele-
felf from all his difficalties by comic ex-  *¢ brate and extoll your magnificall dexte-
pedients and the readinels of his wit. On  * ritie above all other, For how conld

returning to coart, he gave their majelties,
who were inconfolable for his long ab-
fence, a minute account of thefe low ad-
ventures, with which they were infinitely
entertained: What fhall we think of the
manners of fuch a court ?

b Vig, 1;9;“1,:”.,15, expendyng, and

Vor. IIL.

¢ you have adapted fuche illuftrate prero-
¢ garive, and dominiall fuperioritie, if the
“¢ fecunditie of your ingenie had not been
o fertile and wonderfull pregnaunt, &c.’.
It is to tha lord Chancellor, See what is
{aid of A, Bordes's ftyle, fupr. p. 71.

i°B, 11, fol. 82.-b. edic, 1507.

Unun ¢ that
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¢ that none might vnderftande but thofe vnto whom thei pleafe
¢ to vtter their meanyng, and knewe them to be men of honeft
* conuerfacion’.”

Wilfon thus recommends the force of circumftantial defcrip-
tion, or, what he calls, An euident or plaine fetting forthe of a
thing as though it were prefently doen. ** An example. - If our
“ enemics fhal inuade and by treafon win the victory, we fhal
¢ all die euery mothers fonne of vs, and our citee fhal be def-
‘¢ troied, fticke and flone: I fe our children made flaues, our
¢ daughters rauifthed, our wiues carried away, the father forced
¢ to kill his owne fonne, the mother her daughter, the fonne
¢ his father, the fucking childe lain in his mothers bofom, one
“ flandyng to the knces in anothers blood, churches fpoiled,
““ houfes plucte down, and al fet on fire round about vs, euery
one cvrfing the daie of their birth, children criyng, women
“ wailing, &c. Thus, where I might haue faid, #e fbal al be
¢ defiroied, and fay- [no] more, I haue by defcription fet the
¢ euill forthe at large*.” It muft be owned that this picture
of a facked city is literally tranflated from Quintilian. But it is
a proof, that we were now beginning to make the beauties of
the antients our own,

On the neceflity of a due prefervation of charaéter he has the
following precepts, which feem to be directed to the writers of
Hiftorical Plays. ¢ In defcribyng of perfons, there ought al-
“ waies a comelinefle to be vied, fo that nothing be fpoken
“ which may be thought is not in them. As if one fhold de-
¢ fcribe Henry the fixt, He might call hym jentle, milde of
¢ nature, ledde by perfivacion, and ready to forgiue, carelefle for
“ wealth, fufpeiting none, mercifull to al, fearful in aduerfitie,
“ and ‘without forecaft to efpie his misfortvne. Againe, for
¢ Richarde the thirde, I might brynge him in cruell of harte,
ambicious by nature, enuious of minde, a deepe diffembler,
a clofe man for weightie matters, hardie to reuenge and feare=

! Lib. iii. fol. gg. b. % Fol. g1. .

. full
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¢ full to Tofe hys high eftate, truftie to none, liberall for a pur-
“ pofe, caftyng ftill the worfte, and hoping euer for the beft’.
“ By this figure” alfo, we imagine a talke for fome one to
“ {peake, and accordyng to his perfone we frame the oration.
¢ As if one fhoulde bryng in noble Henry the eight of famous
¢ memory, to enuegh againft rebelles, thus he might order his
 oration. What if° Henry the eight were aliue, and fawe fuche
¢ rebellion in the realme, would be not fate thus and thus? Yea
‘ methinkes I heare hym fpeake cuen nowe. And fo fette
“ forthe fuche wordes as we would haue hym to fay .” Shake-
ipeare himfelf has not delincated the charaters of thefe Englith
monarchs with more truth. And the firft writers of the Mir-
ROUR OF MAGISTRATES, who imagine a talke for fome one to
Jpeake, and according to bis perfon frame the oration, appear to have
availed themfelves of thefe diretions, if not to have catched
the notion of their whole plan from this remarkable paffage.

He next fhews the advantages of perfonification in enlivening
a compofition. ¢ Some times it is good to make God, the
¢ Countray, or fome one Towne, to fpeake ; and looke what
** we would faie in our owne perfone, to frame the whole tale
“ to them. Such varietie doeth much good to auoide tediouf-
¢ nefle. For he that {peaketh all in one forte, though he fpeake
¢ thinges neuer fo wittilie, thall fone weary his hearers. Figures
¢ therefore were inuented, to auoide fatietie, and caufe delite:
“ to refrefh with pleafure and quicken with grace the dulnefle
¢ of mans braine. Who will locke on a white wall an houre
“ together where no workemanthippe is at all? Or who will
“ eate ftill one kynde of meate and neuer defire chaunge * "

iy

! Richard the third feems to have been  10g. b. Shakefpeare was not the firflt that
an univERsaL charafter for exemplifying  exhibited this tyrant upon the ﬂ:th_‘E In
a cruel difpofition. Our author, meaning 1586, a ballad was printed called 2  va-

to furnith a chamber with l\crfnnﬁ fa- L gis’.l-: report of kit!gl! Richarde the 111.'_’
mous for the greateft crimes, faysin an-  Rigisre, Stavion. B. fol. 210, b,
other place. ** In the bedftede I will fet = Lively Delcription.

* Richarde the third kinge of Englande, 2 Pol. gt, b,

“or fomelike notable murtherer.” fol. ® Fol. g1. b. 92. a.

Uunz Prolix
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Prolix Narratives, whether jocofe or ferio
to be the entertainment of polite companies :

HTS T-GR Y

O°F

us, had not yet ceafed
and rules for tel-

ling a tale with grace, now found a place in a book of general

rhetoric ®

In treating of pleafaunt fporte made rebearfyng

¢f a

awhole matter, he fays, ¢ Thei that can liuely tell pleafaunt tales
¢ and mery dedes doen, and fet them out as wel with gefture as
¢ with voice, leauing nothing behinde that maie ferue for beau-
¢« tifying of their matter, are moft mete for this purpufc,

® Yet he has here alfo a reference to-the
utility of tales both at the Bar and in tl
Pulpit. For in ‘another place, profe
bnrh {peaking of Pleadings and Sermaons,
he i'ays_ e [ f tyme maie fo ferue, it were
“aood when menne be wearied, (o make
% them [omewhat merig, and 10 begin with
" I-GI[!'IT_' Plf_'iir nie [I]". or {lk[' EII:'C..'Iﬁ(:-n
“* 1o jefte wittelie, &c.” fol. 5. b. Again,
“ Men commonlie tarie the cnde of & me-
“ ric. Plaie, and cannot abide the half
“ hearyng of a fower chechnb Serinon.
“ Therefore euen thefe aunciente preach-
le nowt and then plaic the fooles
*in the pulpite to {erue the tckle eares
“of their fletyng audience, &c.” fol. 2. a.
I knew not if he means Latimer here,

kam he commends, * There is no better
reacher among them al except Hugh
* Latimer the father of al preachers.”
fol. 63. 2.  And again, “ [ would thinke
** it not amifle to fpeake muche accord-
“yog to the nature and phanfie’of the jg-
“* norant, that the rather thei miuht be
through fables 1o Inmc more
htie and grave mateers. For al
# men cannot-brocke fage caufes and aun-
* cient collations, but will like earneft
“ matters the ‘rather, if fome be fpoken
* there among agreeing to their natures,
* The multitnde, as Horace doth e, is
* a bealt or rather a2 monfer that hath
U many heddes, and therefore, like vnto
* the diverfitic of natvres, varietie of in-
* uention mult alwaies be vled, Talke
** altorether of mofle prave matters, or
** dep pely fearche oot the ground of
* th yrges, or vie the L]'I1L]Li ties of Duns
[ ] to fet forth Gods mi [!eru-..'rmt
* {hal fe'the ignorant, I warrant you, ci-

¢ ther fall aflepe, or els bid you farewell.
ude muft nedes be made mer-
ry; and the more foclith your wlke is,
the more wife will thei compt it 1o be.
And wyet it is no foolithnes but rather
“ wifdeme to win men, h}' tc!Fing of fa=
¢ bles to heare Gods goodnes.” fol. 101,
a. See alio fol. 52.a. 6g.a. Much to
the fame purpofe he fays, ** Euen in this
“our tyme, fome offende muche in te-
“ dioufnefle, whofe parte it were to com-
“fort all meén with cherefulnefle. VYea,
* the preachers of God mind fo muche
 edifiyng of foules, that thei often for-
* gette we have any bodies. And there-
¢ fore, fome doe not fo muche good with
“ tellyng the truthe, as thei doe harme
“ with dullyng the hearers; beyng fo
¢ farre pone in their matters, that often-
“ times thei cannot tell when to make an
“-ende. fol. 70. a. Vet flill he allows
“ much praife -to the preachers in ge-
“neral of his age, * Yea, what tell T
““ nowe-of fuche leflons, feeyng God hath
‘¢ raifed fuche worthy preachers in this
‘¢ our tyme, that their godlie and learned
£ do'.'nqcs maie be a molt julte example
¢ for all other to followe.” fol. 5. b, By
the way, although a zealous gofpeller, in
anather place he obliquely centures the ra-
pacity - with which the reformation was
condocted under Edwird the fixth. [See
fupr. vol, ii. p. 452.] I had rather,
4 {aid one, make my child a cobler than
‘¢ a preacher; a tankard-bearer than a{cho-
¢ Jer. For what fhall my fonne feke for
‘¢ learnyng, when he (hall neuer.get there=
“ by any livyng ! Set my fonne to that
“ whereby he maie get fomewhat, Doe

“ yau not fee, how euery one catcheth and
4« pulleth
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whereof affuredly ther are but fewe. And whatfoeuer he is,
¢ that can aptlie tell his tale, and with countenaunce, voice, and
¢« ogefture, fo temper his reporte, that the hearers may ftill take
¢ delite, hym coompte I a man worthie to be highlie eftemed.
¢ For vndoubtedly no man can doe any fuch thing excepte that
¢ thei haue a greate mother witte, and by experience confirmed
¢« fuche their comelinefle, whervnto by nature thei were moft
¢ apte. Manie a man readeth hiftories, heareth fables, feeth
¢ worthic-aftes doen, euen in this our age; but few can fet
¢ them out accordinglie, and tell them liuclie, as the matter
« felfe requireth to be tolde, The kyndes of delityng in this
¢ fort are diuers: whereof I will fet forth many.—Sporte moued
<« by tellyng of olde tales, — If there be any olde tale or ftraunge
¢ hiftorie, well and wittelie applied to {fome man liuyng, all
<« menne loue to heare it of life. As if one were called Ar-
¢ thure, fome good felowe that were wel acquainted with Kyne
¢ ARTHURES BookE and the Knightes of his Rounde Table,
*¢ would want no matter to make good {port, and for a nede
¢« would dubbe him knight of the Rounde Table, or cls proue
¢ hym to be one of his kynne, or elfe (which were muche)
¢ proue him to be Arthur himfelf. And fo likewife of other
“ names, merie panions* would make madde paftyme. Often-
“ tymes the deformitie of a mannes body giueth matter enough
“ to be right merie, or elles a pi¢ture in fhape like another
<« manne will make some to laugh right hartelye *, &c.” This
is no unpleafing image of the arts and accomplithments, which
{eafoned the mirth, and enlivened the converfations of our fore-
fathers. Their wit feems to have chiefly confifted in mimicry °.

A : II.__|| S P e i

= =L

th from the churche what thei can?  ** or tenne pounde : and the patrone hym-
re me, one daie they will plucke ** felf will take vp, for his inapihare, as
che and all.. Call you this “ good as an hondred marke. Thus, God
, when men {eke onlie for ¢ i robbed, learnyng deecaied, England

downe chur
¢ the Gosp

to ]’?Tlﬂliu' or their bellies; and care “¢ difhonoured, and honeftie not rtgurdrd,"
“not 4 groate though their foules go to fol. g. a.
“ helle? A pawrone of a benefice will % Companions. & cant word.
““ haue a poare yngrame foule, to beare * Fol, 74- 8-
** the name of a parione for twentie marke, * See fol. 70, a.

. He
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He thus defcribes the literary and ornamental qualifications of
a young nobleman which were then in fafthion, and which he
exemplifies in the charaers of his lamented pupils, Henry duke
of Suffolk and lord Charles Brandon his brothert. ¢ I maie
¢ commende hym for his learnyng, for his fkill in the Prench
¢ or in the Italian, for his knowlege in cofmegraphie, for his
¢ {kill in the lawes, in the hiftories of al countrees, and for
“ his gift of enditing. Againe, I maie commende him for
¢« playing at weapons, for running vpon a great horfe; for char-
¢ gyng his flaffe at the tilt, for vauting, for plaiyng upon in-
¢ ftrumentes, yea and for painting, or drawing of a plat, as in
¢ olde time noble princes muche delited therin®.” And again,
¢« Suche a man is an excellent fellowe, faithe one, he can fpeake
¢ the tongues well, he plaies of inftrumentes, fewe men better,
“ he feigneth to the lvte marveilous fweetlie *, he endites ex-
“ cellentlie : but for al this, the more is the pitee, he hath his
¢ faultes, he will be dronke once a daie, he loues women
¢, well, &=

The following paffage acquaints us, among other things, that
many now ftudied, and with the higheft applaufe, to write ele~
gantly in Englifh as well as in Latin, ¢ When we haue learned
*¢ vfuall and accvftomable wordes to fet forthe our meanynge,
‘¢ we ought to ioyne them together .in apte order, that the eare
‘¢ maie delite in hearyng the harmonie. I knowe fome Eng-
¢¢ lifhemen, that in this poinét haue fuche a gift in the Englifhe
¢ as fewe in Latin haue the like; and therefore delite the Wife
“ and Learned fo muche with their pleafaunte compofition,

¢ He pives acurious reafon why ayoung  * the menne for the moft parte more wife.”

nobleman had better be born in London
than ‘any other place. I'he fhire or
** towne helpeth fomewhat towardes the
¢ encreale of honour. As, it issmuoch bet-
 ter to be brorne in Paris than in Picardie,
“in Loudon than in Lincolne, For that
“ bothe the aire is berter; the peopie more
“ cinil, and the wealth much greater, and

fol.=Lias

% Fol!mea;

¥ Fle mentions the Lute again, °* The
*f tongue giueth a certaine prace o euery
« ‘mateer, and beaurifieth the caufe, in like
¢ maner as a {weete loundyng lute muche
“ fetteth forth a meane degifed ballatle.™
fol. 111, a.

* Fol. 67.:a.

¢ that
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¢ that many reioyce when thei maie heare fuche, and thinkc
‘¢ muche learnyng is gotte when thei maie talke with them”.
But he adds the faults which were {fometimes now to be found
in Englith compofition, among which he cenfures the excefs of
alliteration.—** Some will bee (o thorte, and in fuch wife cur-
¥ This work is enlivened with a variety He commends Dr. Haddon’s latinity,

of litcle illuftrative ftories, not ill told, of  which is not always of the porelt caft.
tich the following is a fpecimén. *“An~ “ There is no better Latne man within

¢ Italian havyng a fate here in E nde ingland, except Gualter Haddon the
“ to the archbushe pe of Yorlke thar then lawier.™ fol, 61. a -"-\f"l]l';. he com-
* was, and comur e to Yorkewhenoneof  mends a F‘mlr ia of the duchef;

&

the Prebe ies there brake his bread,  Suffolk
as they terme it, and therevpon lea !
folemne longe diner, the whiche pcrh don. {edit. Hatcher, Lond.
ien and continned well nigh Bg. viz, LUCUBRATIONES
ernoone, at the whiche  fol. g4. a.

Oratic de

G, H

“ dinner l]]!' bigfhoppe was: It fortvned He mentions John Heiwood's Pko-
‘“ that as they were fette, the Italian knocke ags. [See fupr. p.gi.]. ¢ The Eng-
*at the pate, vnto whnm the porter, pera [ ¢ Proverbes: pathered by Then H

A4 l"llll"l" his errand, anfw ered, that my “ woode |||:1]'t' \u'fl in this ba‘h.m..:' [

“* lorde bisth oppe was at diner. The Ita- gar'ﬂ. the which commanlie are nm‘..nrr
“ Iian departed, and retourned betwixte els but Allegories, and dark deailed {en-
. twelve ;.,‘.:E one ; the porter aunfwered  ** tences.” fol, go. 4. Again, for furnith-
:: they were yet at c|i.|1|||.r. He came a- ing imilitndes, * The Prouerb " Hei-

gaine at twoo of the clocke; the porter  ** ‘wood helpe wcm‘.cr!'uf] well for
* tolde hym thei had not half dined. He 's pofe.’ fol.
came at three a YRto 1=.I'rm1 tr' I-Je mndunm,m an Lx,unpe) the £

ys pur-

their own b
to prove to be b it \hc Lm of na=
tare and the will of Geod. fol. 56, a. Here
is an early proof of a cuftom, which may
feem 10 have originated in a more luxurious
and delicate age,

To thefe mafcellaneons extraéts 1 fhall
enly add, that oar author who \.l.as.tl'h.l}':
efteemed a fincere advocate for proteflan-

and never fufpedted of leaning to
¥s :p.'.uunt— of an artificial me
s theory cunre ning the ufe of
r rches. When I fee a lion, the
m this Tta- ::lw-:::c:lf.'l.b:idcr'ti falterin my minde,
inted,allied  ** than if I fhould heare [ome reporte made
* of alion. Emong-all the fences, the
11 e [f‘yrn |1nht is moft I.:Lrl{ and ¢cone
| Lhe impreffion of 1l
¢ affuredlie than any of th
¢ doe.. And the r..:.h"r, W
# both heareth and feeth a
“ artificiall memorie he decth

= did fhutte the gares vpon
erevpon, o:hers told the 1

3 more

g, [as by
almoft {ee
‘ thinges

1t

TN Sk
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tall their fentences, that ther had neede to make a commen-
tary immediatelie of their meanyng, or els the mofte that
heare them fhal be forced to kepe counfaile. Some wil {peake
oracles, that a man can not tell, which waie to take them.
Some will be fo fine, and fo poeticall withall, that to their
feming there fhall not ftande one heare [hair] amiffe, and yet
every bodie els fhall think them meter [fitter] for a ladies
chamber, than for an earneft matter in any open affembly.
—Some vfe overmuche repetition of one letter, as prrifull
povertie prayeth for a pente, but puffed prefumpeion pafleth not
a poinit, pamperyng bis panche with peflilent pleafure, procuryng
bis pafleport to pofe it to hell pitte, there to be punifbed with
paines perpetuall.”” Others, he blames for the affeGtation of

ending a word with a vowel and beginning the next with another.

L]

L1

L1

L1

L1

(13

11

€

€

i

Some, he fays, ende their fentences al alike, makyng their
talke [ftyle] rather to appere rimed meter, than to feme plaine
fpeache,—I heard a preacher * delityng muche in this kinde
of compoficion, who vfed fo often to ende his fentence with
woordes like vato that which went before, that in my iudge-
mente, there was not a dofen fentences in his whole fermon
but thei ended all in rime for the mofte parte. Some, not
beft difpofed, withed the Preacher a Lute, that with his
rimed fermon he might vie fome pleafaunte melodie, and fo
the people might take pleafure diuers waies, and daunce if
thei lifte.” Some writers, he obferves, difturbed the natural

arrangement of their words : others were copious when they

th
th

ould be concife. The moft frequent fault feems to have been,
e rejection of common and proper phrafes, for thofe that were

more curious, refined, and unintelligible *.

¢ thinges lively,) he doeth remember it
“ muche the better. The fizht printeth

¢ thinges i a mans memorne as & feale
¢ doeth printe a mans name inwaxe, And
*¢ therefore, heretcfore It s were fette

yp for remembraance of {aindtes, to be
o AlE-MENNES Booxes, thay thirather
by feying |feeing] the pictures of fich

“ men, thei might be Rirred to lollowe

* their ‘good living, — Marry, for this
“ purpole whereaf we now write, thiswould
 haiie ferned L whe well 2t fol. 133: 8.
* Preaching and controverfial trafts oc-
cafioned much 1\'.uing in E]:g!lﬂl :';E-Ecr the
oriarion

-+ Fol, 8g. a: b. 86.a. One Thomas

Wiitun tranflated the Diawa of Monte-
mayer, a paftoral Spanifh romance, about
the
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The Englith Raeroric of Richard Sherry, fchool-mafter of
Magdalene college at Oxford, publifhed in 1555°" isa jejune
and a very different performance from Wilfon's, and feems in-
It is entitled, < A
“ treatife of the figures of grammar and rhetorike, profitable to

tended only as a manual for fchool-boys.

*¢ all that be ftudions of eloquence, and in efpeciall for fuch as

“ in grammar {choles doe reade mofte eloquente poetes and
“ oratours, Wherevnto is ioygned the Oration which Cicero
“ ‘made to Cefar, geuing thankes vnto him for pardonyng and
¢ reftoring again of that noble man Marcus Marcellus. Sette
¢ fourth by Richarde
Fullwood, in his Enemse of dlenefs, te

William

Sherrye Londonar, 15
]

bowe o endyte and write all jorts of epifiles and let ]
Er‘a'gf{}’.-ﬁ !f')' William Fullwood merchant, pu'nh]llu‘! in 1571", written
partly in profe and partly in verfe, has left this notice. *« Whofo
¢« will more circumfpeétly and narrowly entreat of fuch matters,
¢ let them read the retorike of maifter doftour Wilfon, or of
¢ maifter Richard Rainolde ©.” I have never feen Richard Rai-

nolde’s RuETORIC, nor am I fure that it was ever printed. The

rel .-,_,,f'l.’.r'."‘ )

the year 1595, which has been aifli
the C}lt"l;]_-lnn] of the Two GExTLEMEN

VErowa. He could hardly be our author,
unlefs that verfion was one of his early ju-
venile exercifes. This tranflator Wi
prefume is the perfon mentioned by Meres
as & poet, * Who for learping and extem-
“ porall witte in this facultie is without
“ compare or compeere great
“ and eternall comm
“ ed in his challenge at the §
* Bank fide.” Wi
1zmo. ut fupr. fi e T
1::Ir'|'|i.l'(_'||'-:- one ‘r’\"‘i__-ﬂ 1 823 aAn omail
I r, perhaps the fame.
15y by one Thomas ¥
40 I_".XP‘}EI'I ION ON THE J.J'.-.-\e_" 3
1591. 4to. And an ExrosiTio
Proveres, Lond I
twelve players fivorn the g
i 1583, were *' two rare mer
“ mas Wilfon for a quicke, delicate

Vor. III.

' ned extempaorall witte, and Richard
“ Tarleton, &c." Stowe's Awr.edit.iGr g,
fol. 6g7,

& But there feems to have been a former
ition by Richard Day, 1550, in oftavo.

¢ For Richard Toteell. 1zmo. In 74
leaves,

4 In four books, 12mo. It is dedicated
to the malter, wardens, and company of
Merchant Taylors Landon. *¢ Think not
¢ Apelles painted piece.” Pa. * The an-
*¢ cient poet Lucanus.” The fame perfon
tranflated into Englith, Tue Castre orF
Memonre, from William Grataral, dedi-
cated to lord Robert Dudly, mafter of the
hord 2 queeny Lond. for W. Howe
1 » 1573, Svo. DEp. hrgi:]s,
1 noble Maximilian kyng.™

- L 7aa. In ighe, “ the Boke of
« Retoryke,” of which I know no more,
is entered to John Kyngeflon, RecisTr,
SrarTion, A, fol. 87,

XX The
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The author, Rainclde, was of Trinity college in Cambridge,
and created dotor of medicine in 1567 f. He wrote alfo a Latin
tract dedicated to the duke of Norfolk, on the condition of |
princes and noblemen®: and there is an old CronicLe in i
quarto by one Richard Reynolds® 1 truft it will be deemed a '
pardonable anticipation, if I add here, for the fake of connec-
tion, that Richard Mulcafter, who from King’s college in Cam-
bridge was removed to a Studentfhip of Chrift-church in Oxford
about the year 1553, and foon afterwards, on account of his
diftinguifhed accomplithments in philology, was appointed the
firft mafter of Merchant-Taylor’s {chool in London ', publifhed
a book which contains many judicious criticifms and obfervations
on the Englith language, entitled, < The firft part of the ELz-
“ MENTARIE, which entreateth chefely of the right writing of
‘ the Englith tung, fett forth by Richard Mulcafier, Lend.
“ 1582%" And, as many of the precepts are delivered in
metre, I take this opportunity of obferving, that William Bul-
lokar publithed a ¢ Bref grammar for Englith, Imprinted at

f MSS. Cat. Graduat, Univ. Cant. 1611, He was elefted fcholar of King's

IS1S)ISS]5S

B MSS. Srillingfl. 160. ** De Ratu no-
* bilium virorem et principam.”

b Of the Emperors, from Juliug Cefar
to Maximilian, Licenced toT. Marthe, in
1506, RecisTr. Srarion. A, fol. 154. b.

iInaghi. It was then jult founded
as a profeminary for faint John's college
Oxford, in a houfe called the Manour of
the Rofe in' faint Lawrence Pounteney, by
the company of Merchant-Taylors. Saint
John's collepe had been then eftablithed
about feven years, which Mulcafter foon
filled with excellent fcholars till the year
1586, In the Latin plays afted beforé
queen Elifabeth and James the firlt at Ox-
tard, the ftudents of this college were dif-
tinguifhed. This was in mn%equ:nce of
their being educated under Mulcafter, He
was afterwards, in 1596, mafter of faint
Pauol's fchool. He wus a prebendary of
Salifbury, and at length was rewarded by
the queen with the opulent reétory of Stand-
ford-Rivers in Effex, where he died in

ﬂ:l|.|t,:gl,‘_ C;}mhridgt in !5.;_8. MSS. Hat-
cher. And Contin. Harch, Celebrated in
its time was his CaTecHisMUs Pavsisus
in ufium Schela Pailine conferiptus, Lond
1601, 8vo. &e. It is in Jong and fhart
verfe, Many of Mulcalter’s panegyrics in
Latin verfe may be feen prefixed to the
works of his cotemporaries, A copy of
his Latin verles was {fpoken before queen
Elifabeth at Kenilworth-caftle in 15735.
See G. Galcoyne’s NarwaTIVE, & Sig-
nat. A, iij.

k Mot elegantly printed, in the white
letter, by Thomas Vautrollier in quarto,
It contains 272 pages. The fecond part
never appeared. His “ Posimions, where-
“in thole primitive circumilances be exa-
“ mined which are necefl’ rie for thie train-
“ing vp of children either for fkill in
¢ their booke or health in their bodies,”
[Lond. 1581, 1587, 4t0.] have no con-
nedtion with this work,

« London
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« London by Edmund Bollifant, 1586 ".” This little piece is
alfo called, * W. Bullokar’s abbreuiation of his Grammar for
‘* Englith extracted out of his Grammar at larg for the f{pedi
« parcing of Englith fpech, and the eazier coming to the know-
¢ ledge of grammar for other langages™” It is in the black

— letter, but with many novelties in the type, and affeétations of

fpelling. In the preface, which is in verfe, and contains an ac-
count of his life, he promifes a diftionary of the Englifh lan-
guage, which, he adds, will make his third work ®, His firft
work I apprehend to be ¢ A Treatife of Orthographie in Eng-
¢ lithe by William Bullokar,” licenced to Henry Denham in
1580°. Among Tanner's books is a copy of his bref grammar
abovementiored, interpolated and corrected with the author's own
hand, as it appears, for a new impr:‘]ﬁon. In one of thefe ma-
nufcript infertions, he calls this, *¢ the firft grammar for Englithe
“ that euer waz, except my grammar at large®.”

The French have vernacular critical and rhetorical fyftems at
a much higher period. I believe one of their earlieft is « Le
¢“ JARDIN de plaifance et FLEUR de rhetorique, contenant plu-
¢ fieurs beaux livres.” It is in quarto, in the gothic type with
wooden cuts, printed at Lyons by Olivier Arnoullet for Martin
Boullon, and without date. But it was probably printed early in
1500% In one of its poems, Lo PireE ou chaffe de dieu d amour,
is cited the year 1491°'. Another edition, in the fame letter,

! Coloph, *¢ Qd W, Bullokar,” 1zmo.
It contains 68 pages.

=-TFol. 1.

® Here he fays alfo, that he has another
volume lying by him gf were fame, which
is not to fee the light till chriftened and
called forth by the queen.

¢ Jun. 10. RecisTer, Statioxn. B. fol.
169. a. But I muil not forget, that in
1585, he publifhed, ¢ Efop's fables in
** tru orthography, with grammer notz.
* Her-unto ar alfo coioned the thorte fen-
“* tencez of the wyz Carto, imprinted with
“lyke form and order: both of which

“ authorz ar tranflated out of Latin intoo
“ Englifh by William Bullokar.” 12mo.
? Lol 68. In his metrical preface he
fays, that he ferved in the army under fir
Richard Wingfield in queen Mary’s time.
There is * A petee {chole of fpellinge
¢ und writinge Englifhe,” licenced to But-
ter, Jul. z0. 1580. REGISTR. B. fol.171, 8.
3" There is another, I fuppofe a fecond,
edition, without date, in black letter, with
wooden cuts, in folio, containing two hun-
dred and forty-eight leaves, exclufive of
the tables. This has fome improvements,
P Stance; z2. fol, 134.

Xx 2 but
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but in otavo, appeared at Paris in 1547, Peuve de feban Triperel
et Jeban Tfebannot. Befide the Syftem of Rhetoric, which is
only introductory, and has the feparate title of L’ArRT DE Rue-
TORIQUE, de fes couleurs, figures et ¢'peces’, it comprehends a
mifcellanecus collection of Balades, rondeaux, chanfons, dictiés,
comedies, and other entertaining little pieces ', chiefly on the
fubject of the fentimental and ceremonious love which then pre-
vailed. The whole, I am fpeaking of the oldeft edition, con-
tains one hundred and ninety leaves, The RueToric is writ-
ten in the fhort French rhyme : and the tenth chapter confifts of
rules for compofing Moralities, Farces, Myfleries, and other
Romans. That chapter is thus introduced, under the Latin
rubric ProsecuTiIo.

Expediez font neuf chapitres,

11 faut un dixiéme expofer :

It comme aufii des derniers titers,
Qu’on doit a fe propos pofer,

Et comme l'on doit compofer
Moralités, Farces, Mifteres;

Et d’autres Rommans difpofer
Selon les diverfes matieres,

The Latin rubrics to each fpecies are exceedingly curious.
* Decimum Capitulum pro forma compilandi MoRALITATES.
¢ — Pro CoMEDIS*. — Pro MisTERIIS compilandis.” Re-
ceipts to make poems have generally been thought dull. But
what fhall we think of dull receipts for making dull poems?
Gratian du Pont, a gentleman of Tholoufe, printed in 1539
the ¢ Art et Science de Rhetorigne metrifiée*.” It muft be

* From fol. 2. a. to fol. 14, a: jaloufie, Efpoir de parvenir, Tout haban-
t But the compiler hasintroduced * Le  donne, Sot penfer. fol. 3z. b.
“ DoxkeT, tra ¢ grammadire baillé du * The farce, or comedy, muft have,
‘¢ few roi Charles viii.” fol. 20. a. One
of the pieces is a Mortsque, in which
the aftors are Amorevie grace, Envieufe

“ Chofe qui foiv mélodieule,
** Matiere qui foit comédicufe, &c."”

¥ Par N, Viellard. 4to.
remembered,
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remembered, that there had been an early eftablithment of prizes
in poetry at Tholoufe, and that the feven troubadours or
rhetoricians at Tholoufe, were more famous in their time than

the feven fages of Greece*. DBut the ¢ Grand et vrai Art de

Don Enrique de Villena.—So preat was

the credit of the Gay Screnes; that Do

Juan the frlt king of
17, fent

follow

tion, of wl 5 may be
feen in the old French Hiftory of Langue-
doe. A . end of the fec volume

a4 Ccolle
'L'U:'.J‘Iﬁil'l-_": of

T

¢ college to Torto
Ferdinand beine elefted King

W I"The

fomerim

the middle

compofit
¢ Da

nout BEd-

1 Spa-

icence to
afterwards c

corted amon

ad home
athers by two Man-
iftrels. and
e an entertainment
—[%5ee fupr. vel. i.

s, and prece
trumpets, where he
of confefls and wine;
149. 467.]

There feems fo h

e

been a fimilar ef-
. Called R&éders-
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¢ plein Rhetorique” in two books, written by Pierre Fabri,
properiy Le Fevre, an ecclefiaftic of Rouen, for teaching ele-
gance in profe as well as rhyme, is dated flill higher. Goujet
mentions a Gothic edition of this tra¢t in 15217, It contains
remarks on the verfification of myfteries and farces, and throws
many lights on the old French writers.

But the French had even an ArRT oF PorETRY fo early as the
year 1548. In that year Thomas Sibilet publifhed his Ar# poe-
tigue at Paris, Peuve Francois Regnault®. This piece preferves
many valuable anecdotes of the old French poetry : and, among
other particulars which develope the ftate of the old French
drama, has_the following fenfible ftriCtures, < The French
¢ farce contains little or nothing of the Latin comedy. It has
¢ peither acs nor fcenes, which would only ferve to introduce
¢ a tedious prolixity: for the true fubje&t of the French farce,
““ or SoTTIE, is every fort of foolery which has a tendency to
« provoke laughter.— The fubject of the Greek and Latin
“ comedy was totally different from every thing on the French
¢ ftage. For it had more morality than drollery, and often as
¢ much truth as fition. Our MorALITIES hold a place in-
¢ differently between tragedy and comedy: but our farces are

Rer. g Urp. "Awmsr. Lib. ii, o xvi.
pag. 118. edit,-1611. fol. In the pre-
ceding chapter, he fays, that this frater-
nity of rhetoricians erefted a temporary
theatre, at the folemn entry of prince
Maarice into Amfterdam in 1594, where
they exhibited in puma swow the hiftory
of David and Goliah. Ibid. c. xv. p.r17.

Meteranus, in his Belgic hiftory, fpeaks
largely of the annual prizes, aflemblies,

and contefts, of the gnilds or colleges of

the rhetoricians, in Holland and the Low
Countries. They anfwered in rhyme, quel-
tions propofed by the dukes of Burpundy
and Brabant. At Ghent in 1539, twenty
of thefe colleges met with great ponp, to
difenfs an ethical queftion, and each gave
a folution in a moral comedy, magnificently
prefented in the public theatre, In 1561,

the rhetorical guild of Antwerp, called the
Viorer, challenged all the neighbouring
cities to a decifion of the fame fore. On
this occalion, three hundred and forty rhe-
toricians of Bruflels appeared on horfe-
back, richly but fantaftically habited, ac-
companied with an infinite variety of pa-
geantries, fports, and fhows. Thefe had
a garland, as a reward for the fuperior
fplendor of their entry. Many days were
ipent in determining the gmuj queftions ¢
during which, there were feaftings, bon-
fires, farces, tumbling, and every popular
diverfion. Bevg. HisTor. VwIvERSAL.
fol. 14597, Lib. i. ;pag. g1, 32.
Y Bisr. Fr, g61. He mentions ano-
ther edition in 153g. Bothat Parie, 12mo.
% In 16mo.

¢ really




ENGLISH POETRY. 351

¢ really what the Romans called mimes, or Priapées, the in-
¢¢ tended end and effe@ of which was exceflive laughter, and
¢ on that account they admitted all kinds of licentioufnefs, as
% our farces do at prefent. In the mean time, their pleafantry
¢¢ does not derive much advantage from rhymnes, however flowing,
¢ of eight fyllables®.” Sibilet's work is chiefly founded on
Horace. His definitions are clear and juft, and his precepts well
explained. The moft curious part of it is the enumeration of
the poets who in his time were of moft repute. Jacques Pelletier
du Mans, a phyfician, a mathematician, a poet, and a volumi-
nous writer on various {ubjects both in profe and verfe, alfo pub-
lilhed an ArRT PorTIiQUE at Lyons, in 1555° This critic
had fufficient penetration to perceive the falfe and corrupt tafte
of his cotemporaries, ¢ Inftead of the regular ode and fonnet,
¢ our language is fophifticated by ballads, roundeausx, Jays, and
¢ triolets. But with thefe we muft reft contented, till the farces
¢ which have fo long infatuated our nation are converted into
¢ comedy, our martyr-plays into tragedy, and our romances
¢ into heroic poems©®.” And again, *“ We have no pieces in
our language written in the genuine comic form, except fome
affeCted and unnatural Moravr1TIES, and other plays of the
fame charatter, which do not deferve the name of comedy,
The drama would appear to advantage, did it but refume its
¢ proper ftate and antient dignity. We have, however, fome
tragedies in French learnedly tranflated, among which is the
“ Hecusa of Euripides by Lazare de Baif; &c®.” Of rthyme
the fame writer fays, ¢ S'il n'etoit queftion que de parler orne-
“ ment, il ne faudroit finon écrire en profe, ou §'il n'etoit quef~
“ tion que de rimer, il ne faudroit, finon rimer en farceur :
“ mais en poefie, il faut faire tous les deux, et BIEN DIRE, et

% Liv. i, ch, viii, At the end of Sibi- 8 Ch. g La Comepig E7 ve La Tra-

£ k is a critical piece of Quintil cepre. See alfo, to the fame purpole,

Ch. Fentaine, fir Collettet Swr Ja poeffe morale, and Guil-

; is, 1538, laume des Autels, Repar d'un plus grand
JL.LIL de Tournes. 8vo, sravail,

¢ Ch, de L"ObpE,

“ BIEN
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“ BIEN RIMER"." His chapters on IMrraTion and TrRANzE-
LAaTtoN have much more philofophy and refletion than are to
be expected for his age, and contain obfervations which might
edify modern critics’. Nor muft I forget, that Pelletier allo
publithed a French tranflation of Horace's ART oF PoETRY at
Paris in 15455 I prefume, that Joachim du Bellay's Deffenfe e
Llluftration de la LanGue FrRangoise was publifhed at no great
diftance from the year 1550. He has the fame juft notion of the
drama. “¢ As to tragedics and comedies, if kings and flates
“ would reftore them in their antient glory, which has been
¢ ufurped by farces and MorariTIES, I am of opinion that
¢¢ you would lend your affiftance; and if you wifh to adorn our
¢ language, you know where to find models .”

The Italian vernacular criticifm began chiefly in commenta-
ries and difcourfes on the language and phrafeology of Dante,
Petrarch, and Boccace. 1 believe one of the firft of that kind
15, *¢ Le tre Fontane di Nicoldo Liburnio fopra lIa grammatica, e
¢« I'eloguenza di Dante, del Petrarcha, e del Boccacio. In Ve-
¢ nezia, per Gregorio Gregori, 1526".” Numerous expofitions,
letures, annotations, and difcourfes of the fame fort, efpecially
on Dante’s Inferno, and the Florentine dialeét, appeared foon af-
terwards. Immediately after the publication of their refpective
poems, Ariofto, whofe Orranpo Furioso was ftyled the
nusva poefia, and Taflo, were illuftrated or expounded by com-
mentators more intricate than their text. One of the earlieft
of thefe is, * Spofizione de Simon Fornari da Reggio fopra
¢ 1'Orlando Furiofo di Lodovico Ariofto. In Firenze per Lo-
“ renzo Torrentino 1549 *.” Perhaps the firft criticifm on what
the Italians call the Volgar Lingua is by Pietro Bembo, ¢ Profe
¢ di Pietro Bembo della volgar Lingua divife in tre libri. In

e Liv. ii. ch.i. Dela Riue, 1 In quarto. Again, per Marchio Seffa,
f Sec Liv. i. ch. v. and vi. 1534. 8vo.

& Par Michel Vafcofan. 8vo. k In Bvo. The Seconde Pariic appeared
b Liv. i, ch, iv, ibid. r550. Bvo.

¢ Firenze
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¢ Firenze per Lorenzo Torrentino, 1549 %" But the firft edi-
tion feems to have been in 1525. This fubjed was difcuffed
in an endlefs fucceflion of Regole grammaticali, Ofirvazions, Av-
vertiment:, and Ragionaments. Here might alfo be mentioned,
the annotations, although they are altogether explanatory, which
often accompanied the carly tranflations of the Greek and Latin
claffics into Italian. But I refign this labyrinth of refearch to the
fuperior opportunities and abilities of the French and Italian
antiquaries in their native literature. To have faid nothing on
the {ubject might have been thought an omiffion, and to have
faid more, impertinent. I therefore return. to our own poetical
annals.

Our three great poets, Chaucer, Gower, and Lydgate, feem
to have maintained their rank, and to have been in hig:l repu-
tation, during the period of which we are now treating. Splen-
did imprefiions of large works were at this time great under-
takings. A fomptuous edition of Gower's CoNFEssio AMANTIS
was publifbed by Berthelette in 1554. On the fame ample plan,
in 1555, Robert Braham: printed with great accuracy, and a dili-
gent inveftigation of the antient copies, the firft correct edition
of Lydgate’s TRovBoxke™ I have before incidentally remarked”,
that Nicholas Briggam, a polite fcholar, a ftudent at Oxford
and at the Inns of Court, and a writer of poetry, in the year
1555, depofited the bones of Chaucer under a new tomb,
ereted at his own coft, and inferibed with a new epitaph, in
the chapel of bithop Blafe in Weftminfter abbey, which ftill
remains °.  Wilfon, as we have juft feen in a citation from his
Ruetoric, records an anecdote, that the more accomplifhed
and elegant courtiers were perpetually quoting Chaucer. Yet

1 Caxton the pri
» a5 Wri

grave in the fouth
ScrieT. BriT. GALFS
See Caxton’s Erruoc
Booke oF FaMmEe, 1
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this. muft be reftricted to the courtiers of Edward the fixth.
And indeed there is a peculiar reafon why Chaucer, exclufive
of his real excellence, fhould have been the favorite of a court
which laid the foundations of the reformation of religion. It
was, that his poems abounded with fatyrical ftrokes againft the
corruptions of the church, and the diffolute manners of the
monks, And undoubtedly Chaucer long before, a lively and
popular writer, greatly affifted the do@rines of his cotemporary
Wickliffe, in opening the eyes of the people to the abfur-
dities of . popery, and expofing its impoftures in a vein of hu-
mour and pleafantry. Fox the martyrologift, a weak and a cre-
dulous compiler, perhaps goes too far in affirming, that Chaucer
has undeniably proved the pope to be the antichrift of the
apocalypfe®.

Of the reign of queen Mary, we are accuftomed to conceive
every thing that is calamitous and difgufting. But when we
turn our eyes from its political evils to the obje@s which
its literary hiftory prefents, a fair and flourithing fcene ap-
pears. In this profpec, the mind feels a repofe from con-
templating the fates of thofe venerable prelates, who fuf-
fered the moft excruciating death for the purity and inflexi-
bility of their faith; and whofe unburied bodies, diffipated
in afhes, and undiftinguithed in the common mafs, have ac-
quired a more glorious monument, than if they had been inter-
red in magnificent fhrines, which might have been vifited by

pilgrims, loaded with fuperftitious gifts, and venerated with the
pomp of miftaken devotion.

“* delight in the works of Jeffrey Chau-  removal, in this cafe, from one part of the
“ cer : for whofe memory he had fo great  abbey to another. Chaucer’s tomb has ap-
“ a refpedt; that he removed hiz bones propriated this aile, or tranfept, to the
“into the fouth crofi-ile or tranfept of fepulture or to the honorary monuments
“ 5. Peter’s church, &c.” Arn, Oxon.i.  of our poets,

130. Ido not apprehend there was any P Tom. ii. p. 42. edit. 1684.

SECT.
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