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SE .Gy IX,

HE {ubfequent reigns of Richard the third, Edward
the fifth, and Henry the feventh, abounded in obfcure
verfifiers,

A mutilated poem which occurs among the Cotton ma-
nuferipts in the Britith mufeum, and principally contains a
fatire on the nuns, who not lefs from the nature of their
eftablithment, than from the ufual degeneracy which attends
all inftitutions, had at length loft their original purity, feems
to belong to this period®. It is without wit, and almoft
without numbers. It was written by one Bertram Walton,
whofe name now firft appears in the catalogue of Englifh
poets ; and whofe life I calmly refign to the refearches of
fome more laborious and patient antiquary.

About the year 1480, or rather before, Benedit Burgh,
a mafter of arts of Oxford, among other promotions in the
church, archdeacon of Colchefter, prebendary of faint Paul’s,
and canon of faint Stephen’s chapel at Weftminfter®, tran-
flated Cato’s Morars into the royal ftanza, for the ufe of
his pupil lord Bourchier fon of the earl of Effex®, Encou-

* Difadvantageons fulpicions againft the
chaftity of the female religious were pro-
fended in eatlier times. About the year
1250, a bifhop of Lincoln vifited the nun-
neres of his diocefe: on which occafion,
fays the continuator of Matthew Paris,
*“ ad domos religiofaram veniens, fecit £x-
PRIMI MAMILLAS earandem, ut fic
< phyfice, fi effer inter cas corruptela, ex-
. periretue.”  Mact, Parif. Hift. p. 780.
Hiwmicos i, edit, Tig. 158g. fol.
An ancedote, which the hiftorian relates
with indignation ; not on account of the
nens, but of the bifhop.

* See Newcourt, Repertor, 1, go. i, 517.

The univerfity fealed his letters teftimo-
nial, jal. 3. A, D. 1433. Regiftr. Univ,
Oxon, fupr. citat. T. f. 27, b, He died
A. D, 14831,
* Gafcoigne fays that “ rithme royal is
“ a verle of ten fyllables, and ren fuch
“* werfes make a flaffe, &c.”’ Infradtions
Jor werfe, &c. Sign. D.i. ad cale. Wonkgs,
1587. [See fupr. vol. i. p, 464. Notes, %]
Burgh’s flanza is here called dalade royail :
by which, I believe, is commonly fignified
the offave flarza. All thofe ‘pieces in
Chaucer, called Certaine Rallady, are in this
meafure. In Chaucer’s Lecewo oF coon
Womex, written in long verfe, a fnn]:g of
threce
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1606 THE BISTORY OF

raged by the example and authority of fo venerable an ec-
clefiaftic, and tempted probably by the convenient oppor-
tunity of pilfering phrafeology from a predecefior in the fame
arduous tafk, Caxton tranflated the fame Latin work ; but from
the French verfion of a Latin paraphrafe, and into Englifh
profe, which he printed in the year 1483. He calls, in his
preface, the meafure, ufed by Burgh, the Barap Rovar.
Caxton’s tranflation, which fuperfeded Burgh's work, and
with which it is confounded, is divided into four books,
which comprehend feventy-two heads.

I do not mean to affront my readers, when I inform them,
without any apology, that the Latin original of this piece was
not written by Cato the cenfor, nor by Cato Uticenfis °: al-
though it is perfeétly in the charalter of the former, and
Aulus Gellius has quoted Cato’s poem pe Morisus®. Nor
have I the gravity of the learned Boxhornius, who in a
prolix and elaborate differtation has endeavoured to demon-
ftrate, that thefe diftichs are undoubtedly fuppofititious, and
that they could not poflibly be written by the very venerable
Roman whofe name they bear. The title is DisTicua pE
Morisus ap rFirivm, which are diftributed into four books,
under the name of Dionyfius Cato. But he is frequently
called MaA6nus CaTo.

This work has been abfurdly attributed by fome critics to

three oftave Ranzas is introduced ; begin- Laod, D. 31, fol. 64, Here ginneth the

ning, Hide ,ﬂf(:.-.l'a_rm rr'J_;.‘ ga'f.'e n'.:{'ﬁ: ciere.
v. 249. p. j40. Urr. Afterwards; Cupid
{ays, v, §37. p. 342,
a fal grete negligence
Was it to thee, that ilkeé tume thou made,
Hide Abfolon thy treffis, 1% EALADE.
In the Britilh Mufeum there s 2 Kalandre
in Englylzhe, made in Barave by Dane
_?'miwr Lydgate monke of Buty. Thatis, in
this flanza. MSS. Harl. 1706. 2. fol. 1o,
b. The reader will obferve, that whether
there are-eight or feven lines, 1 have called
it the ¢fave ftanza, Lydgate has, moft
commonly, only feven lines. As in his
poem on Guy earl of Warwick, MSS.

i."._'..'?lﬂ‘f Gay of Warauyk. [Pl‘. From Crifte’s
birth compleat nine 100 yere.] He is
{peaking of Guy’s combat with the Danilh
giant Colbrand, at Winchefter.
Without the pate remembered as I rede,
The place C:Lﬁ}":‘] of antiquytye
In Inglyth tonge named byde medr,
Or ellis denmarch nat far from the cyte:
Meeting to gedre, there men myght fee
Terryble firokys, lyk the dent of thonder;
Sparklys owt of thar harnyfs, &c.

U See Vignol. Marville. Mifcell. tom. 1.
p- 56.

< No&t. Att.xi. 2.

Seneca,
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Seneca, and by others to Aufonius”. It is, however, more
antient than the time of the emperour Valentinian the third,
who died in 455°. On the other hand, it was written after
the appearance of Lucan’s Pnarsaria, as the author, at
the beginning of the fecond book, commends Virgil, Macer?,
Ovid, ‘and Lucan. The name of Cato probably became pre-
fixed to thefe diftichs, in a lower age, by the officious ig-
norance of tranferibers, and from the acquiefeence of readers
equally ignorant, as Marcus Cato had written a fet of moral
diftichs, Whoever was the ‘author, this metrical fyftem of
ethics had attained the higheft degree of effimation in the
barbarous ages. Among Langbain’s manuferipts bequeathed
to the univerfity of Oxford by Antony Wood, it is accompanied
with a Saxon paraphrafe’. John of Salifbury, in his Pory-
CRATICON, mentions it as the favourite and eftablifhed
manual in the education of boys'. To enumerate no others,

167

f It was printed under the name of Au-
{onius, Roftoch. 1572, 8vo.

¢ Ex Epiftol, Vindiciani Medici, ad
Valent, They are mentioned by Notkerus,
who flourifhed in the tenth centary, among
the J1f::rarr=m, ﬁ_r-,m.l:ﬁr'mﬂ, Ep.-'gr.;wsma!a.mgm
csaditerer, Cap, vi, De Inivsrris. Vir.
ete. printed by Fabric, M. Lar. v. p. gog.

¥ The poem e VigTuTinUS lPh'r-n.a-
rusm, under the name of Macer, now
extant, was written by Odo, or Odobonus,
4 phyfician of the dark ages. It was tran-
flated into Englith, by John Lelarmaoner,
or Lelamar, malter of Hereford {chool,
about the year 1373, MSS. Sloane. 29.
Prine, ** Apium, Ache is hote and drie.”
There is Maeer's Herdal, ibid, 43. This
feems to have been printed, fee Ames,
p- 158.

! Cod, 12, [86135.]

! Polycrat, vii. g.. p. 373. edit. Lugd.
Bat, 3595, Itis cited, ibid. p. 116, 3al.
§1z. In the Aur or Versirication,
2 Latin poem, written by Eberhardus Be-
thunienfis, about the year 1212, there isa
carious pafiage, in which all the claffics of
that age are recited ; or the beft authors,
then an vopre, and whom he recommends

to be tanght to youth,
Med. =v. p. 8z5.] They are, Cato the
moralit,. Teropvirvs, the author of a
leonine Eclogue, a dialogue between Truth
and Fallhood, written in the tenth century,
wrinted among the Ocro Morarzs, and

y Goldaftos, Man. Bibl. 1620. Svo.

MS3S, Harl. 3093. 4 Wynkyn de Worde
printed this piece under the title of Theo-
Aoli liber, cum commente (atis Prolixe auteris
cujnfdam Anglici gui multa Anglicana ubi-
que mifeuits 1515, 4to. It was from one
of Theoduluss Ecrocues, beginning
Ethiopum terras, that Field, mafter of
Fatheringay college, about the year 1480,
Jette the werfis of the book caullid Bthio-
pum terras, ix. the glaff avindowe, avith
Sigures wery neatly, Leland, Traw. i. fol, 5.
[p. 7. edit. 1745.] This feems to have
been in a window of the new and beautiful
cloifter, built abont that time. Fravius
Aviawvs, a wrter of Latin fables, or
apologues, Lugd. Bat. 1731, 8vo. Esap,
ar the Latin fabulift, printed among the
Ocro Morares, Lugd, Bat. 1505, 4to.
Maximianus, whole fix elegies, written:
about the feventh century, pafs under the
name of Gallus, Chaucer cites this writer ¢
and

{Leyfer. Poet.
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it is much applauded by Ifidore the old etymologift ", Alcuine®,
and Abelard °: and we muft acknowledge, that the writer,

and in 2 manner, which fhews his elegies
had not then acquired the name of Gallos.
Court oF L, v. 798, “* MaxIMINIAN
¢ truely thus doeth he write,” Pampni-
Lus Mavrinianus, author of the hexa-
metrical poem de Ferwla, and the elegies
t¢ amandi, entitled PampniLus,
publied by Goldaftus, Cataledt. Ovid.
Francof. 1610. 8vo. [See fupr. p.130.]
Gera, or Hofidiur Geta, who has left a
tragedy on Medea, printed in part by Pet.
Scriverivs, Fragm. Vett. Tragic. Lat. p.
187. [But fee fupr. vol. i. p. 234.] Da-
ars Punvcius, on the deftraftion of
Troy. Macer. [See fupr. p. 159.] Mar-
nopEvs, a Latin poet on Gems. [See
fupr. vol. i. p. 378.] PerruspeRica,
canon of Rheims, whofe Avrora, or the
Hiflory of the Bible allegerifed, in Latin
verfes, fome of which are in rh}rme, Wits
never printed entire;  He'has left alfo Spe-
culum Ece , with other pieces, in Latin
poctry. He flourifhied about the year 1130,
SgpuLivs., Prosper. AraTor. Pru-
pexTIvs. BoeTHiIvs, Aranus, asthor
of the Anticlaudian, 3 poem in nine books,
occafioned by the feeprticifm of Claudi
[Secfupr.vol.i.p.391.] Virair, Horace,
Ovip, Lucaw, Stativs, Juvesar,
and Pemrsivs. Jomw Haxviiie, an
Englifhman, who wrote the ARCHITRE-
wius, in the twelfth century, a Latin
hexameter poem in nine books. Puivie
Gurartier, of Chatillon, who wrote,
about the fame period, the ALexANDREID,
an’ heroic poem on Alexander the great.
SoLvyMARIUS, or GuyTHER, 2 German
Latin poet, author of the SoLymarivwm,

W GALFRIDUS, our country-
, whofe Nova PagTria was in hiqh?:r
y than Horace’s drt of Po [See
. Differtat. di.] MarTazEUs, of
dofme, who in the year 1170, para-
the Brek of Tebit into Latin ele-
aiacs, from the Latin bible of faint Jerom,
under the title of the Toriap, fometimes
enlled the Tuenarp, and firt printed
Ocro Moranes. ALgx-
Vinta Des, whele Doc-
wninale, or Grammar in Léonine verle,
{uperfeded Prifcian about the year 1200,
e was firlt printed at Venice, fol. 1473,

14
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And by Wynkyn de Worde, 1503. He
was a French frier minor, and alfo wrote
the ARGUMERTS of the chapters of all the
beoks of eil I effament, in two hondred
and twelve hexameters. With fome other
fargotten pieces. Marcranvs Carer-
La, whofe poem on the MARRIAGE OF
Mercury wiTH Puinorocy rivalled
Boethius. [Sce fupr. p. 75.] JoannEs
pE GarLaxpia, an Enghlhman, a poet
and grammarian, who ftudied at Paris about
the year 1200, The moft eminent of his
numerous Latin poems, which cropd  cur
libraries, feem to be his EriTaarasivm
on the Virgin Mary in ten books of elegiacs,
M5S5. Cotton. Crawn. A.x. And Dz
Trivuenis Eccresim, in eight books,
which contains much Englifh hiftory. M3.
ibid. Some of his picces, both in profe
and verfe, have been printed. Brrwar-
pus CarxoTENSIS, Or § much
applanded by John of ! ¥ who
fiyles him the moft perfed Platonic of that
age. Metallog. iv. c. 35. His Meca-
cosw and Microcoss, a work confilling
both of verfe and ;lroru_. is 'Il'l'\I'lllf'l'l'l.Ij' cited
by the barbarons writ He is imitated by
Chaucer, Man of L. Tale, v. 4617. *“In
4 fterres many a winter, &c."”

Prysio-
tocus, or THEoBALDUS EPiscorus,
who wrote in Latin verfe De Naturis xit
animaliwm, WSS, Harl. 3cg3. 5.
there called Jtalicns. There is alfo a
giffer Frorinus, fiyled alfo Puysic
Gus, on the fime fubject.  Chaucer que
Puvsiorogus, whom I by miftake have
fuppofed to be Pliny, * For PrisioLo-
“ gus fays fikerly.” Monxes Pi.
TaLe.v. 15277, [See fupr. vol
Sipoxius, who wrote a metr 1
between a Jew and a Chriftian on both the
T ients, And & Stoownius, perhaps
the fame, regis gui £ To
thefe our author adds hiz o
ora poem in hexameters on
grammar; which, as Du Ca
Tat. Glofl. § XLV.] obferves,
tient] . 1on manuval in

1, 1 fuppofe, of Eng
ymol. V. OFr1cIPERDA.

8 Contra Elipand. lib. ii. p. 649.
* Lib, iecl. Chyift. p. 1183,
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exclufive of the utility of his precepts, pofieffes the merit of
a nervous and elegant brevity. It is perpetually quoted by
Chaucer. In the MirrLzr's Tare, he reproaches the fimple
carpenter for having never read in Cato, that a man fhould
marry his own likenefs®: and in the Marcuavnt's TALE,
having quoted Seneca to prove that no blefling is equal to
an humble wife, he adds Cato’s precept of prudently bearing
a {colding wife with patience®. It was tranflated into Greek
at Conftantinople by Maximus Planudes, who has the merit
of baving familiarifed to his countrymen many Latin claffics
of the lower empire, by metaphraftic verfions *: and at the
reftoration of learning in Europe, illuftrated with a com-
mentary by Eralmus, which is much extolled by Luther®,
There are two or three French tranflations®. That of Ma-
thurine Corderoy is dedicated to Robert Stephens. In the
Britith mufeum, there is a French tranflation by Helis de
Guinceftre, or Winchefter; made, perhaps, at the time
when our countrymen affeéted to write more in French than
Englith*. Chaucer conftantly calls this writer CaTon or
Carnon, which fhews that he was more familiar in French
than in Latin. = Caxton in the preface to his aforefaid tranfla-
tion affirms, that Poggius Florentinus, whofe library was fur-
nifhed with the moft valuable authors, efteemed CaTuon
GLOSED, that is, Cato with notes, to be the beft book in his
colleCtion ™,  The gloffarift I take to be Philip de Pergamo,

j2z
I, 9261.

* It occurs often among the Baroccian
manuferipts, Bibl. Bodl. viz. 64. 71, bis.
95+ 111. 194. ‘The firft edition of Cats,
foon followed by many others, I believe, is
Avguft. A D. 1485, The moft complete
edition is that of Chrift, Daumius, Cygn.
1672. 8vo. Containing the Greek meta-
phrafes of Maximos Planudes, Joltph Sca-
liger, Matthew Zuber, and John Mylius,
a Germaa verfion by Martinos Apicius,
with annotations and other acceffions, It

Vol. 11,

=t

was before tranflated into German thymes
by Abraham Morterius, of Weiflenburgh,
Francof. 15g0. 8vo.

! Collogu, Menfal. ¢, 37.

' One by Peter Grofnet, Les mots doveer
dn jage Carer, Parill 1543.

® MSS. Harl. 4383, This manufcrips
is older than 1409. Du Cange quotes a
Caro in French rhymes. GI. Lat, V.
Lecaror,. See MSS. Afbmol. 78g. z.
Gags.
: 29":1&].?11:: of the gliffd manufcripts, fo
common in the librarics;, were the copies

with
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a prior at Padua ; who wrote a moft elaborate MoraLIsA-
t1on on Cato, under the title of SpecurumM REGIMINIS, o
early as the year 1380* In the fame preface, Caxton ob-
ferves, that it is zhe befle boke for to be taught to yonge children
in fcole. But he fuppofes the author to be Marcus Cato,
whom he duly celebrates with the two Scipios and other
woble Romaynes. A kind of fupplement to this work, and
often its _cons.p:mion, under the title of Caro Parvus, or
Facetus, or Urbanus, was written by Daniel Churche, or Ec-
clefienfis, a domeftic in the court of Henry the fecond, a
learned prince and a pafron of fcholars, about the year
1180". This was alfo tranflated by Burghe; and in the
Britith mufeum, both the Caros of his verfion occur, as
forming one and the fame work, viz. Lrzber Minoris Ca-
tonis, ef Majoris, tranflatus a Latino in Anglicum per Mag.
Benet Borugh=.  Burghe’s performance is too jejune for
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with which pupils in the univerfity at- MSS. 147. One Tedbaldus, of the fame
tended their readers, or leftorers; from age, is called the aothor, from a manu-
whofle mouths anphmﬂicncr{:s WETE refer= {{‘rl]}t cited, Giornal. Lett. d'Ital. v. Ps
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lined or written in the margin, by the more
(’.ilig\cnt hearers. In a Latin tranflation of
fome of Ariftotle’s philofophical works,
once belonging to Rochefter priory, and
tranferibed about the year 1350, one Henry
de Rewham is faid to be the writer ; and
to have gloféd the book, during the time
he heard it explained by a public reader in
the fchools of Oxford. * Et audivit in
“ {cholis Oxonie, et emendavit et GLO-
** BAVIT audiends.,’” MSS. Reg. 12 G, ii.
4t0. In the mean time, Iam of opinion,
that the word reader oviginally took its rife
from a paacity of books: when there was
only ox e book to be had, which a profefior
or lefturer recited to a large audience.

* Printed, Auvgult. 1475. In Exeter
college library, thereis Cato Morarisa-
Tus, MSS. 37. [837.] And again at All
Souls, MSS, g, [1410.] Compare MSS,
More, 35. [9221.] And Bibl, Coll. T'rin,
Dublin. 651. 14. And MSS. Harl. 6294.

r MSS, Coll. Trin. Dublin. 275. And
Bibl. Ecclef. Vigorn {fub. Tit. UrBanvs,

181. In Lewis’s CaxTox, inacolleftion
of Chaucer’s and Lydgate’s poems by Cax-
ton, without date, are recited 3, Parvus
Carno. 4 Macxus CaTo. p. 104
What thefe tranflations are I know not.
Befide Caxton’s Cato, menticned above,
there is a feparate work by Caxton, ** Hic
“ incipit Parvus Cartox,” in Englih
and Latin. No date. Containing thirty-
feven leaves in quarto. 1 find Parvus
Caro in Englith rhyme, MSS. Vernon.
Bibl. Bodl. fol. ceex.  [See fupr. vol. i.
p- 14.] The Latin of the lefler CaTo is
printed among Avctores Ocro Mo-
mALES, Lugd. 1538, Compare MSS. Harl:
z24 1. iii. fol. 174. 112, fol. 175. A trani-
lation into Englih verfes of both CaTos,
perhaps by Lydpate. See alfo MSS. Call.
Trin. Dublin. V. 651. The Proversia
Caronis are a different work from either
of thefe, written in hexameters by Mar-
bodeus, Opp. Hildebert, p. 1034, Paris
1708. fol.

= MSS, Hasl. 116. 2. Seealio, 271. 2.

tranfcriptions;
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tranfcription ; and, I fufpeét, would not have afforded a fingle
fplendid extract, had even the Latin poffefied any fparks of
poetry. It is indeed true, that the only critical excellence of
the original, which confifts of a terfe concifenefs of fentences,
although not always expreffed in the pureft latinity, will
not eafily bear to be transfufed. Burghe, but without fuf-
ficient foundation, is faid to have finithed Lydgate’s Go-
VERNAUNCE oF PrinNcIs™.

About the year 1481, Julian Barnes, more properly Ber-
ners, fifter of Richard lord Berners, and priorefs of the
nunnery of Sopewell, wrote three Englith trafts on Hawking,
Hunting, and Armory, or Heraldry, which were foon afterwards
printed in the neighbouring * monaftery of faint Alban’s ®,

3 See fupr. Lyncare. Thereisatranf-
lation of the #yx Care, and E/op's Fables,
into Englith dogrell, by one William Bul-
loker, for Edm. Bollifant. 1585, This
W. Bulloker wrote & Pampblec for gram-
mar, for the fume, 1586. 12mo.

" There was a firong conneftion between
the two monafteries. gIn that of faint Al-
ban's a monk was annually appointed, with
the title of Cuffes momialium de Sopeavelle.
Regiftr. Abbat. Wallingford, [Sub an.
1480.] MSS. Bibl. Bodl. MSS. Tanner.

¢ In the year 1486, fol. Again, at Welt-
minfter, by W. de Worde. 1496. 4t0.
The barbarifm of the times frongly ap-
pears in the indelicate expreffions which
ihe often ufes; and which are equally in-
compatible with her fex and profeffion.
The poem begins thus. [I tranfcribe from
4 good manufeript, MSS. Rawlinl. Bibl
Bodl. papyr, fol.]

Mi dere fones, where ye fare, by frith, or
by fell®,

Take good hede in his tyme how Triflrem {
wol tel] ;

How many maner beftes of venery there
were,

Liftenes now to our Dame, and ye fhullen
here,

Ffowre maner beftes of venery there are,

The firlt of hem is a hart, the fecond is an
hare ;

The boor is one of tho,

The wolff, and no mo.

And wherefo ye comen in play + or in place,
Now fhal I tel you which ben beftesof chace =
One of the a buck, another a doo,

The ffox, and the marteryn, and the wilde

100 :
And ye fhall, my dere {ones, other beftes all,
Where {o ye hem finde, rafcall hem call,
In frith or in fell,
Or in fforreft, y yow tell,
And o fpeko of the hert, if ye wil hitlere,
Ye fhall call him a calfe at the firft yere ;
‘The fecond yere a broket, fo Mhall he be,
‘The third yere a fpayard, lerneth this at me;
Theiiii yere calles hem a flagge be any way
The firkt yere a grete flagge, my dame bade
you {ay.

Among Crynes's baoks [g11. 4to. BIbL
Bodl.] there is a bl. lett. copy of this piece,
¢ Imprynted at London in Paul's chorch-
“ yarde I:-J‘r me Hary Tab.” Again by
William Copland without date, * Ths
¢ boke of hawkyng, hunting, and fithing,
¢ with all the properties and medecynes
¢ that are neceffary to be kept.” With
wooden cuts.  Here the tralt on aramory
is omitted, which feems to have been firlt

Z 2z i.ufen:od,

* Wood or Geld. } Sir Triflram, Scg Osssevar. Seens. L p-ar. 4 Dlaies
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From an abbefs difpofed to turn author, we might more
reafonably have expected a manual of meditations for the
clofet, or felet rules for making falves, or diftilling ftrong
waters. But the diverfions of the field were not thought
inconfiftent with the charater of a religious lady of this
eminent rank, who refembled an abbot in refpect of exer-
cifing an extenfive manerial jurifdiction ; and who hawked
and hunted in common with other ladies of diftinétion °.
This work, however, is here mentioned, becaufe the fecond
of thefe treatifes is written in rhyme. It is {poken in her
own perfon; in which, being otherwife a woman of au-
thority, fhe aflumes the title of dame. I fufpect the whole
to be a tranflation from the French and Latin®.

To this period I refer William of Naflyngton, a proctor
or advocate in the ecclefiaftical court at York. He tran-
flated into Englith rhymes, as I conjecture, about the year
1480, a theological tract, entitled A treatife on the Trinity
and Unity with a declaration of God's Works and of the Pajffion
of Fefus Chrift, written by John ‘of Waldenby, an Auguitine
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inferted that the work might contain 2 com-
plete courfe of education for a gentleman.
The fame title is in W, Powel's edit. 1550,
The laft edition is * The GEXRTLEMARN'S
e AcaADEMY, or the book of faint Albans,
<t concerning hawking, hunting, and ar-
s mory.” Lond. 1505. 4t0.

4 At the magnificent marriage of the
princefs Margaret with James the fourth,
king of Scotland, in 1503, his majefly
fends the new queen, * a grett tame har,
“ for to have a corfe.” Leland. Coll.
Appenp. i, 280, edit. 1770,

« This is the latter part of the colophon
at the end of the faint Alban’s edition.
<¢ And here now endith the boke of blafyng
<t of armys, tranflatyt and compylyt to-
« gedyr at faynt Albons the yere from
< thyncarnacyon of oure lorde Jhefu Crift
« meccerxxxvi.” [This very fearce
book, printed in various inks, was mn
the late Mr. Welt’s library.] This part is

tranflated or abftrafted from Upton®s book
De ve militariy of fadlis ill fAribus, written
about the year 1441. See the fourth book
De. infigmibus /,-':.-g."arm.r; mobilium Edit.
Bifl. Lond. 1654. 4to. It begins with the
following curious piece of facred heraldry.
<« OF the offspring of the genrilman fafeth,
¢s come Habraham, Moyfes, Aron, and the
« profettys, and alfo the kyng of the righe
s Jyne of Mary, of whom that gentiluan
& Thefus was borne, very god and man:
¢ after his manhode kynge of the land of
¢ Jude and of Jues, gentilman by is
« moder Mary, prynce of Cote armure, &e.”

Nicholas Upton, above mentioned, was
a fellow of New college Oxford, about the
year 1430, Hehad many dignities in the
church.  He was patronifed by Humphrey
duke of Gloceiter, to whom he dedicates
his book. This I ought to have remarked
before,

frier
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frier of Yorkfhire, a ftudent in the Auguftine convent at
Oxford, the provincial of his order in England, and a
ftrenuous champion againft the doctrines of Wiccliffie'. I once
faw a manufeript of Naflyngton’s tranflation in the library
of Lincoln cathedral ®; and was tempted to tranfcribe the
few following lines from the prologue, as they convey an
idea of our poet’s charaéter, record the titles of fome old
popular romances, and difcover antient modes of public
amufement,

I warne you firfte at the begynnynge,
That I will make no vayne carpynge,
Of dedes of armes; ne of amours,

As does MyNsTRELLIs and GESTOURS,
That maketh carpynge in many a place
Of Ocroviane and IseNBrRACE,

And of many other cesTes,

And namely when they come to feftes ;
Ne of the Iyf of Bevys or Hamproune,
That was a knyght of grete renoune :
Ne of fyr GyE or Warwyke, &c.

Our tranflator in thefe verfes formally declares his in-
tention of giving his reader no entertainment ; and difavows
all concern with fecular vanities, efpecially thofe unedifying
tales of love and arms, which were the cuftomary themes of
other poets, and the delight of an idle age. The romances
of Ocravian, fir Bevis, and fir Guy, have already been
difcuffed at large. That of fir IseMBrAS was. familiar in the
time of Chaucer, and occurs in the Rime of Sir Thopas®,
In Mr. Garrick’s curious library of chivalry; which his
friends fhare in common with himfelf, there is an edition

" Wood, Ant. Univ. Oxon, i. 17, " V. 6. Seelupr, vol, i p. 123. Notes.
& See allo MSS. Reg. 17 C. viii. Pids

by
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by Copland, extremely different from the manufcript copies
preferved at Cambridge’, and in the Cotton collection ®. 1
believe it to be originally a French romance, yet not of very
high antiquity. It is written in the ftanza of Chaucer’s fir
| Tropas'. The incidents are for the moft part thofe trite
expedients, which almoft conftantly form the plan of thefe
metrical narratives.

I take this opportunity of remarking, that the MiIn-
sTRELS, who in this prologue of Naffyngton are named
feparately from the GesTouRrs, O tale-tellers, were fome-
times diftinguifhed from the harpers. In the year 1374,
fix Minftrels, accompanied with four Harpers, on the anni-
- verfary of Alwyne the bithop, performed their minfirelfies, at
' ] dinner, in the hall of the convent of faint Swithin at Win-
0 chefter ; and during fupper, fung the fame GesT, or tale,

' in the great arched chamber of the prior: on which folemn

occafion, the faid chamber was hung with the arras, or

_ tapeftry, of THE THREE KINGS OF COLOGNE™ Thefe min-

W - firels and harpers belonged, partly to the royal houfhold
in Winchefter caftle, and partly to the bifhop of Winchefter.
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i MSS. Caivs Coll. Clafs. A. 9. (2.}

ECatrs. A 12, F 128.

| See Percy’s BaLy. i. j06.

m Regiftr. Priorat. 5. Swithini Winton.
ut fupr. [vol. i. p. 8g.] * In feflo Alwyni
SCepfcopi s . v o Et durante pietancia in
4 2uld conventils, fex Mi1NIsSTRALLL, cum
“ guatuor CITHARISATORIBUS, facichant
% miniftralcias fuas. Et poft cenam, In
“ magna camera arcuati dom. Prioris, can-
“« pabant idem GESTUM, in qud camerd fu-
*¢ {pendebatur, ut moris eft, magnum dor-
* {ale Prioris, habens pifturas triom regum
¢ Colein. Veniebant autem difti jocula-
“ tores a caftello domini regis, et ex fami-
# lid epifcopi . . . .» The reft is much
obliterated, and the date iz hardly difcerni-
ble. Among the Harlelan manufcripts,
there is an antient fong on the three kings
of Cologne, in which the whole flory of
that favorite romance is refolved into al-

chemy. MSS. 2407. 13. fol. Wynkyn
de Worde printed this romance in quarta,
1526, It 15 in MSS, Harl. 1704. 11. fol.
46. b, Imperf, Coll. Trin. Dublin. V. 651.
14. [C. 16.] MSS. More, 37. And fre-
quently in other places. Barclay, in his
EcLoces, mentions this fubjeft, a part of
the nativity, painted on the walls of a
churche catbedrall. Ecr. v. Signat. D. ii.
ad cale. Ship of fooks, edit. 1570.

And the rhre kinges, with all their company,
Their crownes ghitening bright and oriently,
With their prefentes and gifres mifticall,
All this behelde I in pifture on the wall.

In an Inventory of ornaments belonging
to the church of Holbech in Lincolnthire,
and fold in the year 1548, we find this ar-
ticle, ¢ Jtem, for the coats of the iil
st keyngs of Coloyne, vs. iiii s, I fuppofe
thefe coats were for drefing perfons who

reprefented
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There was an annual mafs at the fhrine or tomb of bithop
Alwyne in the church, which was regularly followed by a
feaft in the convent. It is probable, that the Gest here
fpecified was fome poetical legend of the prelate, to whofe
memory this yearly feftival was inftituted, and who was a
Saxon bifhop of Winchefter about the year 1o4o” Al-
though fongs of chivalry were equally common, and I be-
lieve more welcome to the monks, at thefe folemnities. In
an accompt-roll of the priory of Bicefter, in Oxfordfhire®,
I find a parallel inftance, under the year 1432. It is in this
entry., . Daf. fex Miniftrallis de Bokyngham cantantibus
“ in refeftorioc MARTYRIUM SEPTEM DORMIENTIUM in _ffefto
““ epiphanie, ivs.” That is, the treafurer of the monaftery
gave four fhillings to fix minflrels from Buckingham, for
finging in the refeftory a legend called the marTYRDOM oF
THE SEVEN SLEEPERS’, on the feaft of the Epiphany, In the
Cotton library, there is a Norman poem in Saxon charaéters
on this fubject *; which was probably tranflated afterwards
into Englith rhyme. The original is a Greek legend *, never

reprefented the three kings in fome procef:
fion on the Narivity.  Or perhaps for a
MysTery on the fubje@t, plaid by the
parifli. But in the fame Inventory we have,
drem, far the apofiylls [the apoffles] coars,
and for Haroo’s [Herod's] coare, &e.
Swukeley's Itin. Cunios, pag. 1g9. In
old accompts of church-wardens for faint
Helen’s at Abingdon, Berks, for the year
1566, there is an entry For fitting up Ro-
Bin Hoones sower. [ foppole for a
parifh interlude. Awcnmor. vol. i. p. 16.

“ He is buried in the north wall of the
prefbytery, with an infeription.

® In Thefauriaro Coll. Trin, Oxon. [See
fupr. vol. . p. go.]

P In the fourth century, being inclofed
in a cave at Ephefus by the emperour De-
cius 372 years, they were afterwards found
fleeping, and alive.

¥ M8S. Cott. Cavie, A. ix. iii. fol.
213, b, [See fupr. vol. i. p. 18.] * T
* commence la wie e Semnt dormanz.”

La ueren beu ur zue sy 5 bure
L ©ve urz epe cerceme epure,

* M$S. Lambecc. viii. p. 375. Pho-
tis, without naming the author, gives the
fubftance of this Greek legend, Bibl. Cop,
CCLII. pag. 1399. edit. 1591. fol. This
flory was common among the Arabians.
The muflulmans borrowed many wonderful
narratives from the chriftians, which they
embellithed with new fictions. They pre-
tend that 2 dog, which was accidentally
fhut up in the cavern with the fewen fleepers,
become rational. See Herbelot, Dicr,
Or1exT. p. 139. 2. V. Asuss. p, 17.
In the Britith Mufeum there is a poeIn,.
partly in Saxon charallers, De pueritia do-
mini noffri Fhefu Crifti, Orythe ehildbood o
Cériff. MSS. Harl, 2399, 10. fol. 47. It
begins thas,

Alle myzhty god yn Trynyte,
That bowth ﬁ.‘rﬁught] man-on rode dere 5.
He gefe ows wathe to the
A lytyl wyle that ye wylle me here.
Wha
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printed ; but which, in the dark ages, went about in a bar-
barous Latin tranflation, by one Syrus®; or in a narrative
framed from thence by Gregory of Tours’

Henry Bradfhaw has rather larger pretenfions to poeti-
cal fame than William of Naflington, although {carcely
deferving the name of an original writer in any refpect.

He was a native of Chefter,

educated at Gloucefter college

in Oxford, and at length a Benediétine monk of faint Wer-
burgl's abbey in his native place*. Before the year 1500,
he wrote the rire oF sainT WersurcH, a daughter of a
king of the Mercians, in Englith verfe”. This poem, befide
the devout deeds and paflion of the poet's patronefs faint,

Who wonld fufpedt that this abfurd legend
had alfo a Greek original ? It was taken,
I do not fuppole immediately, from an apo-
cryphal narrative afcribed to faint Thomas
the apoftle, but really compiled by Thomas
Ifraelites, and entitle od, Adayng § ¢ Ta "'fm?v-;
i 3 gie gl
3 - ] ueritia el mivac culis 4 arm,
&c. Ttis g in part by Coteler
Not. ad Patr aftol. p-
mentions & book of ba t Matthew the
Ev: Il"’t] y De Infiuntia toris, in which
our Lord iz introduced learning to read,
fec.  See lIren. (libi 3. Cd vt pe 104
.-":.uu.mg ather Hgmﬂn:s of this kind, in the
Pleado-Gelafian Decree are recited, Tée
biffory aamd natiwity of par Sawiour, and of
2 T .“r. .-\r!lﬂ, Fhe J’-.j.-f*.r-:r
" eur Sawionr. _]ur Can.
1 E|1n_ latter piece is
/ fins, where he cenfures
ous, the p e miracls of
C. Xiii. p. z(\l.
me {ubjelt there §s an Arabic
y compiled foon after the
, tranflated into La-
'{;LL['L\L 1%-
Trajeit. ad
In this piece, C it is
Jewith L.cl-élhh, in aftro-
yiics, and metaphyfics.
at the PUERILE MIRACLES
of Chrift were common among the Per-

LY lr g

3

274. Who there

flf{r?']' and 1
of the

fians. Ibid. in Not. p. 55. Fabricius cites
a German poem, more than four hundred
years old, founded on thefe legends. Cod.
Apocryph, Nov. TesT. tom. 1. pag. z12.
Hamburg. 1703-

At the end of the Englifh poem on this
fubjeft above cited, is the imfmnl‘t_ rubric.
« Qpbd dnus Johannes Arcitenens cinonie
* cus Bodminie et natus in 'Il|:1.” Whe-
ther this canon of Bodmin in Comwall,
whofe name was perhaps Archer, or Bow-
yer, is the poet, or only the tranferiber, I
cannot fay. See fol. 48, In the fame ma-
nufcript volume, [8.] there is an old Eng-
lith poem to our Saviour, with this note,
¢ Explicit Contemplaticnens Somam. Quad
* dnus Johannes Arcuarios Canonicus Bod-
“ minie.” See what is faid, below, of the
Psevpo-Evancerivm attribored to Ni-
Chﬂut mus

Apu l Hmul: y adz5 Jul

i inm. Paril.
1501, f.].:n. [.Jcl Ruin-
art. p. 1270.
Oy llm‘n.r! Di gl um
c2p. 93. p;=. This piece is rrmtr'i
and much cor nmcde by the old chroni-
cler Albericus, ad ann.

4 Athen. Oxon. 1

w He declares, t
rival Chaucer, Lydgat 7l
Barklay, and i wentine Skelton
laft were his cotemporaries. L. ii.

comprchcnds
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comprehends a variety of other fubjets; as a defeription of
the kingdom of the Mercians*, the lives of faint Etheldred
and faint Sexburgh *, the foundation of the city of Chefter®,
and a chronicle of our kings *. It is collefted from Bede,
Alfred of Beverly, Malmefbury, Girardus Cambrenfis, Hig-
den’s Polychronicon, and the paffionaries of the female faints,
Werburgh, Etheldred, and Sexburgh, which wer¢ kept for

* Lib. 1. e ii

¥ Lib. i. cap. xviii. xix.

® Lib. i, cap. 1.

* Lib. ii. cap. xv. The fafhion of wri-
ting metrical Chronicles of the kings of Eng-
{and grew very fathionable in this century.
See fﬁpr. vol. i. p. 2. Many of thele
are evidently compofed for the harp: but
they are moftly mere genealogical deduc-
tions. Hearne has printed, from the He-
ralds office, 2 Perecies of our kings,
from William the congueror to Henry the
fixth, written in 1448. [Arrexpix o
Rob. Glouceftr. val. ni. p. 585, fee p, 588.]
This is a fpecimen.

Then regnyd Harry nought full wyfe,

The fon of Mold [Maud] the emperyfe.

In hys tyme then feynt Thomas

At Caunterbury marteryd was,

He held Rofomund the theen,

Gret forwe hit was for the queen ;

At Wodelloke for hure he made a toure,

That is called Rosemounpes novne.—

And fithen regnyd his fone Richerd,

A man that was never aferd »

He werred ofte tyme and wyfe

Worthily upon goddis enemyl

And fithen he was (hoten, alas!

Atte caftle Gailard there he was.

Atte Fonte Everarde he lithe there:

He regnyd almoft two yere.—

In Johne is tyme, as v underftonde,

Was entredyted alle Engelonde :

He was fulle wrothe and grym,

For preftus would nonght fynge before

hym, &¢.

Lydgate has lefe the beft chronicle of the

kind, and moft approaching to poetry, The

reguynge of kympys after the conguef by the

monk of Bury. MSS. Fawrf. Bibl. Bodi.

$6. fAnd MSS. Afhmol. gg. if. MSS,
Vol. 11,

Harl. 2251, 3. And a beautiful copy, with
pictures of the kings, MSS. Cotton. JuLivus.
E. 5.] Never printed. [Unlefs printed b
Wynkyn de Worde, 1530. 4to. ¢ This
“ myghty Wyllyam duke of Normandy.”]
This is one of the fRanzas. [See MSS,
Bodl. B. 3. 19g9. 6.]

Riearpus primus.
Rychard the next by fucceflyon,
Firlk of that name, ftrong, hardy, and

notable,

Was crouned kynge, called Cur de lyon,
With Saryzonys hedys firved atte table :
Sleyn at Galard by death full lamentable :
The {pace regned fully ix yere ;
His hert buryed in Roan, atte highe autere.

Compare MSS. Harl. 372. 5. There was
partly a political view in thefe deduétions :
to afcertain the right of our kings to the
crowns of France, Caftile, Leon, and the
dutchy of Normandy, See MSS. Harl.
326, 2.—116. 11. fol. 142. T know not
whether it be worth obferving, that about
this nime 2 praétice prw:ailt::? of conflruc-
ting long parchment-rolls in Latin, of the
Pedigree of our kings. OF this kind is
the Pedigree of Britifh kings from Adam ta
Henry the fixel, written about the year 1450,
by Roger Alban, a Carmelite friar of Lon-
don. It begins, ** Confiderans chronico-
* rum prolisvitatem.”  The original copy,
prefented to Henry the fixth by the com-
piler, is now in Queen’s college library at
Oxford, MSS. [22.] B. 5. 3. There are
two copies in Winchefter college library,
and another in- the Bodleian.  Among bi-
fhop More’s manuleripts, there is a parch-
ment-roll of the Pedigree of our kings
from Ethelred to Henry the fourth, in
French, with pitures of the feveral mo-

narchs,
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public edification in the choir of the church of our poet's
monaftery . Bradfthaw is not fo fond of relating vifions
and miracles as his argument feems to promife. Although
concerned with three faints, he deals more in plain falts than
in the fiftions of religious romance; and, on the whole,
his performance is rather hiftorical than legendary. This is
remarkable, in an age, when it was the fafhion to turn
hiftory into legend °. His fabulous origin of Chefter is not

marchs. MSS. 4g¢. And, in the fame
colleftion, a Pedigree from Harold to
Henry the fourth, with elegant illumina-
tions. MSS. 470, In the fame rage of
genealogifing, Alban abovementioned fram-
ed the Defcent of Jefus Chrift, from Adam
through the Levitical and regal tribes, the
_]«s:wi!%7 patriarchs, judges, kings, prophets,
and priefts. The mi_t_v_um] roll, as 1t {fecms,
on vellam, beautifully illominated, is in
MSS. More, ut fupr. 495, But this was
partly copied from Peter of Poifton, a difki-
ple of Lombard about the year 1170, who,
for the benefit of the poorer clergy, was
the firlt that found out the method of form-
myg, and reducing into parchment-rolls, n1s-
roricak Trees of the old telfament. Al-
beric. in Chron.. p. 441. See MSS. Denb,
1627. 1. Rot, membr.

As to Bradfhaw's hiftory of the foun-
dation of Chefter, it may be claffed with
the FOoUNDATION OF THE ABBEY OF
GLOUCESTER, & poem of bwventy - two
ftanzas, written in the year 1534, by the
Int” abbot William Malverne, printed by
Hearne, Ubi fupr. p. 378. This piece is
mentioned by Harpsfield, Hist, Eccrzs.
AncL., p. 264, Princip. * In fundrie
“ fayer volumes of antiquitie.”” MSS, Harl.
530 T4 fol. 111

b For as declareth the true Passtonary,
A boke where her holie lyfe wrytten is,
Which boke :r{:nlur\'nclh in Chefter mo-

naftery.

Lib. 1, c. vil. Signat. Cii. And again,
ibid.
I folow the legend and true hyftory
After an humble ftile and from it lytell vary,

And in the Prologue, lib. 1. Signat. A 1l

Untoo this rade worke myne auflors thefe,
Fyrit the truc Legends, and the venerable

Bede,

Mayfter Alfrydus, and Wyllyam Malmuf-
bury,

Gyrard, Polychrenicon, and other mo in-
deed.

¢ Even {eripture-hiftory was tarned into
romance. The lh.-:}' of Either and Aha-
fuerus, or of Amon or Hameon, and Mag-
nocHEUS or Merdecar,  was formed 1nto
a fabulous poem. MS. Vemon, ut fupr.
fol. z13.

Of Auow and Marpocurus,
Mony wynter witerly
Or Crift weore boren of vre lads,
A rich kynge, hizte Anaswere,
That faif was on ftede and ftere ;
Mighti kynge he was, 1 wis,
He livede muchel in weolye ant blis,
His blifle may i nat telle zou,
How lange hit weore to fchewe hit nons
But thing that tovcheth:to vre matere
I wel zou telle, gif ze wol here.
The kyng lovede a knight fo wele,
That he commaonded men fhould knele
Bifore him, in vche a ftreete,
Over all ther men mihte him meete 3
Amon was the knihtes nome,
On him fell mochel worldus {chome,
Ffor in this ilke kynges lande
Was moche folke of Jewes wonande,
OF heore kynd the kyng hym ok

A gwene to wyve, as telleth the bok, &t.

In the Britilh Mufeum,, there is a long
commentitious narrative of the Creatfon of
Hidam
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fo much to be imputed to his own want of veracity, as to
the authority of his voucher Ranulph Higden, a celébrated
chronicler, his countryman, and a monk of his own abbey *.
He fuppofes that Chefter, called by the antient Britons Cair

Adam and Ewe, their Suffirings and Repen-
tance, Death and Burial. MSS. Harl, 1704
5. fol. 18. ‘This is from a Latin piece on
the fame fubjedt, ibid. 495. 12. fol. 43.
imperf. In the Englith, Peter Comeftor,
the maiffer of ffories, author of the bifforia
Sebalaftica, who flourifhed about the year
1170, is quoted. fol, 26. But he is not
mentioned in the Latin, at fol. 49,

In Chaucer’s Mitter’s TaLE, we have
this paffage, v. 3538.
Haft thou not herd, quod Nicholas alfb,
The forwe of Noe with his felawihip,
Or that he might get his wif to fhip ?

I know not whether this anecdote about
Noah is in any fimilar fuppofititions book
of Genefis. It occurs, however, in the
Chefler Whitfun Playes, where the authors,
according to the eftablifhed indulpence al-
lowkd to dramatic poets, perhaps thought
themfelves at liberty to enlarge on the fa-
cred ftory. ‘MSS. Harl. zo13. ‘This alter-
cation between Noah and his wife, takes
up almoft the whole third pageannt of thele
interludes. Noah, having reproached his
wife for her ufual frowardneis of temper,
at laft conjures her to come on board the
ark, for fear of drowning. His wife in-
fitts on his failing without her ; and {wears
by Chrift and farwe Fobw, that the will not
embarlk, till fome of her old femble com-
panions are ready to go with her. She
adds, that if he is in foch a hurry, he may
fail alone, and fetch himfelf a new wife.
At length Shem, with the help of his bro-
thers, forces her into the veffel ; and while
Noah very co rdially welcomes her on board,
fhe gives him a box on the car.

There is an apocryphal book, of the
expulfion of Adam from Paradife, and of
Seth's pilgrimage to Paradife, &c. &c. MSS.
Ecclef. Cathedr. Winton. 4.

¢ There is the greateft probability, that
Rairn Higpew, hitherto known as a
grave hiftorian and theologift, was the com-

piler of the Chefer-plays, mentioned above,
vol. 1. p. z43. In one of the Harleian
Cs}pics Iz:jl_‘;. I.] ender the Proclama-
rioy for performing thefe plays in the
year 1522, this note occurs, in the hand
of the third Bandal Holme, one of the
Chefler antiquaries. ** Sir John Arnway
“ was mayor, A. D, 1327, and 1328.
““ At which tyme thefe playes were writ-
““ten by Raspart Higcewet, & monke
““of Chefter abbey, &c.” Ina Prologue
to thefe plays, when they were prefented
in the year 1600, are thefe lines, ibid. z.

That fome tymes ther was mayor of this
citre

Sir John Arnway knight : whe moft wor-
thilie

Contented hymielfe to lett out in playe,

The Dewifi of sne Dowe Roxbant, Moonke
of Chefter abbaye,

Doue Rondall is Dan [dominus] Randal. In
another of the Harleian copies of thefe plays,
written o the year 1607, this note appears,
feemingly written in the year 1628, [MSS.
Harl. z524.] * The Whitfun playes firft
“ made 13}f one Den Rondle h’rggr'n.ﬂr, a
*¢ monke of Cheiter abbey ¢ who was thrife
“.at Rome before he could obtaine leave
“ of the pope to have them in the Englith
““ tongue.”  Our chronicler’s name in the
text, lometimes written Hifeder, and Hig-
geden, was eafily corrupted into H:‘igg.-w.r.
or Heggepet : and Randal is Ranulph or
Randolph, Ralph. He died, having been
& monk of Chefter abbey fixty-four '_'.'c:rs,
in the year 1263, In Pizgs Prowsman; a
frier fays, that he is well acquainted with
the * simes of Raxpats or CrEsTER.”
fol. z6. edit. 1550. I take this paffage
to allude to this very perfon, and to his
compofitions of this kind, for which he
was probably foon famous. In an anony-
mout Caronicon, he is ftyled Rarulpbue
Ceftrenfie, which is nothing more than
Rawpart or CugsTER. MS. Ric. James,
Aaz xi. &
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LyLeoN, or the city of Legions, was founded by Leon Gaur, a
giant, corrupted from Lroxn Vaur, or the great legion.

The founder of this citie, as fayth Polychronicon,
Was Leon Gaur, a myghte ftronge gyaunt,
Which buildid caves and dongeons manie a one,
No goodlie buildyng, ne proper, ne pleafant.

ISI515S515151515
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He adds, with an equal attention to etymology :

But kinge Leir a Britan fine and valiaunt,
Was founder of Chefter by pleafaunt buildyng,
And was named Guar Leir by the kyng*

SINIS5IS5151S51515
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But a greater degree of credulity would pe ']“l“ have af-
forded him a bt:ttcl claim to the character of a poet: and,
at leaft, we fthould have conceived a more advantageous opi-
nion of his imagination, had he been lefs frugal of thofe
traditionary fables, in which ignorance and fuperftition had
cloathed every part of his argument. ‘This piece was firft
printed by Pinfon in the year 1521, * Here begynneth the
“ holy lyfe of Savnt WerBurcE, very frutefull for all

1]
=
=
|
]
u
-
=

L

LTI i e

« criften peaple to rede ©.”

He traces the genealogy of f{aint

Werburg with much hiftorical accuracy®.

xi. 8. Bibl. Bedl. And again we have,
RawvipHt CesTRENSIS ' arr compe-
ey ﬁ'r'ma:.-ru“ IViSS, Bodl. i-up. N. z
Art, 10. And in many other places.

By the way, if it be true that thefe
MrysTer1Es were compofed in the year
1328, and there was {o much difficulry in
oh:;\.ining the Pﬂpr.'"E purnﬁmnn that 1|'|,r_':|.'
might btfprcﬁ‘ntcd in Englith, a prefump-

! In oftavo. With a wooden cut of the
Saint. Princip. * When 1’h-.~i1u.- had ronce
“ his coors in Sagittari.” At the begin-
ning is an E |1ghﬂl copy of verfes, by J. T.
And at the end two others,

E ﬁcf-_,-'ertjr‘r_,ar of “the g:w:.m'og yof SAYNT
WERBURGE, e,

This noble prynces, the l.’)LI"'L=l"‘f nf Syon,

tive proof arifes, that all our MysTeries  The Roure of vertu, and vyrgyn gloryous,

b:f{ sre that period were in Latin. Thefe  Blefled faynt Werbury e, lu“ d. e"wor}:‘ﬂ.

plays will therefore have the merit of being Defeended by auncetry, and tytle famous,

the firft Englifh interludes, Of foure myghty k}n_;Jr._, noble and vyc-
® Lib. il 'c, 1L LOryous,

Reynynge
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The moft fplendid paffage of this poem, is the following
defeription of the feaft made by king Ulpher in the hall of
the abbey of Ely, when his daughter Werburgh was admit-
ted to the veil in that monaftery. Among other curious
anecdotes of antient manners, the fubjeéts of the tapeftry,
with which the hall was hung, and of the fongs fung by
the minftrels, on this folemn occafion, are given at large®,

Kynge Whulfer her father at this ghoftly fpoufage
Prepared great tryumphes, and folempnyte ;

Made a royall feeft, as cuftome is of maryage,

Sende for his frendes, after good humanyte

Kepte a noble houfholde, fhewed great Iyberalyte

Both to ryche and poore, that to this feeft wolde come,
No man was denyed, every man was wellcome.

Her uncles and auntes, were prefent there all
Ethelred and Merwalde, and Mercelly alfo
Thre blefled kynges, whome fayntes we do call

C

Saint Kenefwyd, faint Keneburg, their fifters both two

And of her noble lynage, many other mo
Were redy that feafon, with reverence and honour
At this noble tryumphe, to do all theyr devour.

Reynynge in his lande, by true fucceffyon,
As hey lyfe hitta I*, maketh declarazyon,
The year of our lorde; from the naty uy'te
Fyug hundreth xiiit, and jiii. foore,
Whan Auftyn was fende, from faynt Gre-
gm':\'-', "
To canuert this regyon, unto our i_:!ull'r'ure
The noble kyng Cryda than reygned with
henoure
Upon the Mercyens, whiche kynge was
father
Unto kynge Wybba, and Quadriburge his
{yller.
This Wybba pate Penda, kynge of
Mercyens,

® That is, her Legend.

Which Penda fubdued, fyue kynges of this
regyon

Reygnvnge thyrty yere, in worflyp and
regerens

Was grauntfather to Werburge, by lyayall
fuccefiyon

By his quene Kynefivith; had a noble ge-
neracyon

Fyue valeant prynces, Penda and kynge
Wulfer,

Kynge Ethelred, faynt Marceyl, faynt Mar-
walde in fere 4.

" ¢ OF the great folempuyte kynge Wul-

* fer made at the ghoftly maryage of Saynt

* Werburge his dough:ur, to all his lovers,

“cofyns, and frendes.” Ca. xvi, L. i

+ Edit, Pinf 1521,

Tho
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Tho kynges mette them, with their company,
Egbryét kynge of Kent, brother to the quene;
Fite| The fecond was Aldulphe kynge of the eaft party,
o | Brother to faynt Audry, wyfe and mayde ferene;
With divers of theyr progeny, and nobles as I wene,
W Dukes, -erles, barons, and lordes ferre and nere,
ki In theyr beft array, were prefent all in fere '.
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It were full tedyous, to make defcrypcyon

Of the great tryumphes, and folempne royalte,
Belongynge to the feeft, the honour and provyfyon,
By playne declaracyon, upon every partye ;

But the fothe to fay, withouten ambyguyte,

All herbes and flowres, fragraunt, fayre and fwete,
Were ftrawed in halles, and layd under theyr fete.

Clothes of golde and arras, were hanged in the hall
Depaynted with pyétures, and hyftoryes manyfolde,
Well wroughte and craftely, with precious ftones all
Glyterynge as Phebus, and the beten goide,

Lyke an erthly paradyfe, pleafaunt to beholde:

As for the fayd moynes*, was not them amonge,
But prayenge in her cell, as done all novice yonge.
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The ftory of Adam, there was goodly wrought
And of his wyfe Eve, bytwene them the ferpent,
How they were deceyved, and to theyr peynes brought ;
| There was Cayn and Abell, offerynge theyr prefent,
el et The facryfyce of Abell, accepte full evydent :
_ & Tuball and Tubalcain, were purtrayed in that place
. The inventours of mufyke, and crafte by great grace.

SIS ISISIE SIS IE

 Together. k Nun. i. e, The Lady Werburg.
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Noe and his fhyppe, was made there curyoudly
Sendynge forthe a raven, whiche never came again ;
And how the dove returned, with a braunche haftely,
A token of comforte and peace, to man certayne:
Abraham there was, ftanding upon the mount playne:
To offer in facrifice, Iaac his dere fone,

And how the fhepe for hym was offered in oblacyon.

The twelve fones of Jacob, there were in purtrayture
And how into Egypt, yonge Jofeph was folde,

There was imprifoned, by a falfe conjeétour,

After in all Egypte, was ruler (as is tolde).

There was in pyéture, Moyfes wyfe and bolde,

Our Lorde apperynge, in bufhe flammynge as fyre
And nothing thereof brent, lefe, tree, nor {pyre’.

The ten plages of Egypt, were well emboft

The chyldren of Ifrael, ‘pafiyng the reed fee,

Kynge Pharoo drowned, with all his proude hooft,
And how the two table, at the mounte Synaye

Were gyven to Moyfes, and how foon to idolatry
The people were prone, and punyfhed were therefore,,
How Datan and Abyron, for pryde were full youre %

Duke Jofue was joyned, after them in pyéture,
Ledynge the Irehelytes to the land of promyfiyon,
And how the faid land was divided by mefure

To the people of God, by equall fundry. porcyon ::
The judges and bysfhops were there everychone,,
Theyr noble aétes, and tryumphes marcyall,
Fresihly were browdred in thefe clothes royall..

! Twig. Branch, m Ehrot;

Nexte:
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Nexte to the greate lorde, appered fayre and bryght
Kynge Saull and David, and prudent Solomon,

Roboas fuccedynge, whiche foone loft his myght,

The good kynge Efechyas, and his generacyon,

And fo to the Machabees, and dyvers other nacyon,

All thefe fayd ftoryes, fo rychely done and wrought.
Belongyng to kyng Wulfer, agayn that tyme were brought *,

S15151515151

But over the hye deffe °, in the pryncypall place
Where the fayd thre kynges fate crowned all,
The beft hallynge * hanged, as reafon was,
Whereon were wrought the ix. orders angelicall
Dyvyded in thre ferarchyfes, not ceffynge to call
Sanétus, fanétus, fanctus, blefled be the Trynite,
Dominus Deus Sabaoth, thre perfons in one deyte.

S515151S515151515151
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Next in order fuynge 9, fette in goodly purtrayture
Was our bleffed lady, flowre of femynyte,

With the twelve Apoftles, echeone in his figure,

And the foure Evangelyftes, wrought moft curyoufly:
Alfo the Dyfcyples of Chrift in theyr degre

Prechynge and techynge, unto every nacyon,

The faythtes " of holy chyrche, for their falvacyon.

i
15
u

Ll
in
iy
— |
oy
=
u

)
ol
1}
I.r-r.

Martyrs than folowed, right manifolde :

The holy Innocentes, whom Herode had flayne,

Blefled Saynt Stephen, the prothomartyr truly,

Saynt Laurence, Saynt Vyncent, fufferynge great payne;
With many other mo, than here ben now certayne,

Of which fayd martyrs exfample we may take,

Pacyence to obferve, in herte, for Chryftes fake.

5 15 |SISIGETSIELS
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* All this tapefiry, belenging to king P Tapelftry.
Walfer, was brooght 1o Ely monaflery on = Following.
this occafion. * Feats, Fafts.

* Seat,

SIS ISISIS)ETS

Confeflours
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Confeflours approched, right convenient,

Frefiely enbrodred in ryche tysthewe and fyne ;

Saynt Nycholas, Saynt Benedyéte, and his covent,

Saynt Jerom, Bafylyus, and Saynt Auguitine,

Gregory the great doftour, Ambrofe and Saynt Martyne :
All thefe were fette in goodly purtrayture,

Them to beholde was a heavenly pleafure.

Vyrgyns them folowed, crowned with the lyly,
Among whome our lady chefe prefident was ;

Some crowned with roofes for their great vyctory :
Saynt Katheryne, Saynt Margerette, Saynt Agathas,
Saynt Cycyly, Saynt Agnes, and Saynt Charytas,
Saynt Lucye, Saynt Wenefryde, and Saynt Apolyn;
All thefe were brothered *, the clothes of golde within.

Upon the other fyde of the hall fette were

Noble auncyent ftoryes, and how the ftronge Sampfon
Subdued his enemyes by his myghty power;

Of Hettor of Troye, flayne by fals treafon ;

Of noble Arthur, kynge of this regyon :

With many other mo, which it is to longe

Playnly to exprefie this tyme you amonge.

The tables were covered with clothes of dyaper,
Rychely enlarged with filver and with golde,

The cupborde with plate fhynyng fayre and clere,
Marfhalles theyr offyces fulfylled manyfolde :

Of myghty wyne plenty, both newe and olde,
All maner kynde of meetes delycate

(Whan grace was fayd) to them was preparate.

! Embroidered.

Vol. II. Bb To
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To this noble feeft there was fuche ordinaunce,

That nothynge wanted that goten myght be

On fee and on lande, but there was lnbumianu

Of all maner pleafures to be had for monye ;

The bordes all chawcd full of meet plente,

And dyvers fubtyltes * prepared fothly were

With cordyall and {pyces, theyr gueftes for to chere.

The joyfull wordes and fweet communycacyon
Spoken at the table, it were harde to tell ;

Eche man at lyberte, without interrupcyon,

Bothe fadnes and myrthes, alfo pryve counfell,
Some adulacyon, fome the truth dyd tell,

But the great aftates * {pake of theyr regyons,
Knyghtes of theyr chyvalry, of craftes thc coimons.

Certayne at eche cours of fervice in the hall,
Trumpettes blewe up, fhalmes and claryons,
Shewynge theyr melody, with toynes * mufycall,
Dyvers other mynftrelles, in crafty proporcyons,
Mad fwete concordaunce and lufty dyvyfyons :
An hevenly pleafure, fuche armony to here;
Rejoyfynge the hertes of the audyence full clere.
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A finguler Mynftrell, all other ferre paflynge,
Toyned * his inftrument in pleafaunte armony,

And fang mooft {wetely, the company gladynge,

Of myghty conquerours, the famous vyétory ;
Wherwith was ravysfhed theyr {prytes and memory :
Specyally he fange of the great Alexandere,

Of his tryumphes and honours endurynge xi1 yere.
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t Difhes of curious cookery, fo called. ¥ Tunes.
u Kings. = Tuned.

Solemply
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Solemply he fonge the fcate of the Romans,

Ruled under kynges by policy and wyfedome,

Of theyr hye juftice and ryghtful ordinauns

Dayly encreafynge in worfhyp and renowne,

Tyll Tarquyne the proude kynge, with that great confufion,
Opprefled dame Lucrece, the wyfe of Colatyne,

Kynges never reyned in Rome fyth that tyme.

Alfo how the Romayns, under thre dyctatours,
Governed all regyons of the worlde ryght wyfely,
Tyll Julyus Cefar, excellynge all conquerours,
Subdued Pompeius, and toke the hole monarchy
And the rule of Rome to hym felfe manfully;
But Cafiius Brutus, the fals confpyratour,
Caufed to be flayne the fayd noble emperour.

After the fayd Julius, fucceded his fyfter fone,
Called Octavianus, in the imperyall fee,

And by his precepte was made defcrypeyon

To every regyon, lande, thyre?, and cytee,

A tribute to pay unto his dignyte :

That tyme was univerfal peas and honour,

In whiche tyme was borne our blefled Savyoure.

All thefe hyftoryes, noble and auncyent,
Rejoyfynge the audyence, he fange with pleafuer ;
And many other mo of the Newe Teftament,
Pleafaunt and profytable for their foules cure,
Whiche be omytted, now not put in ure* ;

The mynyfters were ready, theyr offyce to fullfyll,
To take up the tables at their lordes wyll.

¥ This puts one in mind of the Sherifi,  officers of the kingdom of Babylon, Dax.
i our Tranflation of the Bible, among the  iii. 2. = Not mentioned here.

Bb 2 Whan
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Whan this noble feeft and great {folempnyte,

Dayly endurynge a longe tyme and f{pace,

Was royally ended with honour and royalte,

Eche kynge at other lyfence taken hace,

And fo departed from thens to theyr place :

Kyng Waulfer retourned, with werfhyp and renowne,
From the houfe® of Ely to his owne manf{yon.
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If there be any merit of imagination or invention, to
which the poet hasa claim in this defcription, it altogether
confifts in the application. The circumftances themfelves
are faithfully copied by Bradfhaw, from what his own age
aftually prefented. In this refpeét, I mean as a picture of
antient life, the paffage is interefting ; and for no other
reafon. The verfification is infinitely inferior to Lydgate's
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worft manner.
Bradfhaw was buried in the cathedral church, to which

his convent was annexed, in the year 1513 °". Bale, a violent
reformer, obferves, that our poet was a perfon remarkably
pious for the times in which he flourifhed " This is an n-
dire®t fatire on the monks, and on the period which pre-
ceded the reformation. I believe it will readily be granted,
that our author had more piety than poetry. His Pro-
logue contains the following humble profeffions of his ina-
bility to treat lofty fubjects, and to pleafe light readers.
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To defcrybe hye hyftoryes I dare not be fo bolde,
Syth it is a matter for clerkes convenyent ;

As of the feven ages, and of our parentes olde,

Or of the four empyres whilom moft excellent ;

Knowyng my lerning therto infuffycient :

As for baudy balades you fhall have none of me,
To excyte lyght hertes to pleafure and vanity .

515 X

* Monaftery. ¢ Cent.ix. Numb. 17.
 Ath. Oxon. I, 4 Prol. lib. i. Signat. A. iii.

A great




BG4 S P O-E "Bl RIYS 189

A great tranflator of the lives of the Saxon faints, from
the Saxon,gn which language only they were then extant,
into Latin, was Gofcelinus, a monk of Saint Auftin’s at
Canterbury, who paffed from France inte England, with
Herman, bithop of Salifbury, about the year 1058 °. As the
Saxon language was at this time but little underftood, thefe
tranflations opened a new and ample treafure of religious
hiftory : nor were they acquifitions only to the religion, but
to the literature, of that era. Among the reft, were the
Lives of faint Werburgh ', faint Etheldred *, and faint Sex-
burgh *, moft probably the legends, which were Bradfhaw's
originals. Ufher obferves, that Gofcelinus alfo . tranflated
into Latin the antient Catalogue of the Saxon faints buried
in England'. In the regifter of Ely it is recorded, that he
was the moft eloquent writer of his age; and that he circu-
lated all over England, the lives, miracles, and cesTs, of the
faints of both fexes, which he reduced into profe-hiftories *,
The words of the Latin deferve our attention. ¢ In hiftoriis
“ in profa diftando muravit.” Hence we may perhaps infer,
that they were not before in profe, and that he took them
from old metrical legends: this is a prefumptive proof, that
the lives of the faints were at firft extant in verfe. In the
fame light we are to underftand the words which imme-
diately follow. “ Hic fcripfit Profam fanfte Etheldrede '.”
Where the Profe of faint Etheldred is oppofed to her poetical
legend *. By mutavit diflande, we are to underftand, that he

= W, Malmefbar. lib. iv. ubi infr.
Gofcelin. in Prafatt. ad Vir. 8. Auguflini.
See Mabillon, AcT. Bex. S=¢. 1. p. 499.

f Printed, Acv. Saxctor. Bolland.
tom. 1. febroar, p. 386. A part in Leland,
Call. ii. 154. Compare MSS. C. C.C.
Caant. J. xii.

£ In Regiftr. Elienf. ut infr.

» See Leland. Coll. fit. p. 1£2. Com-
pare the Lives of §, L‘]irl:da‘ﬂ! 5, Wer-
burgh, and §. Sexburgh, at the end of the
Historia aurea of John of Tinmouth,
M3, Lambeth. 12, I know nct whether

they make aHPart of his famous SawcrTi-
LOGIUM. ¢ flourithed abont the year
1380,

g Antiquit. Brit. ¢. i, p. 15. See Le-
land’s Coll. iii. 86. feq. And HJCLE{' The-
faor. vol. ult. p. 86. 146. z08.

& Cap, x. Vit, E:hd

! Which is extant in- this Ely regifier;
and contains 54 heads.

™ And thefe improved profe-narratives
were often turmed back again into verfe,
even fo late as in the age before us: to
which, among others I could mention, we

may
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tranflated, or refsrmed, or, in the moft general fenfe, wrote
anew in Latin, thefe antiquated lives. His principal objects
were the more recent faints, efpecially thofe of this ifland.
_'\Ialmcihuq fays, ¢ Innumeras Sancrorum ViTas REcen-
« Trum fiyle cx.’frf;?, veterum vel amiffas, vel informiter editas,
¢ comptius rengvavit”.” In this ['L—:fpcﬁ'{, the labours of Golh
celin partly refembled thofe of Symeon Metaphraftes, a cele-
brated C c)]'l[i*tnmlopuht.m writer of the tenth ce ntury : who
obtained the diftinguithing appellation of the MeTAPHRAST,

may refer the legend of Saint Euftathius,
1\]3!} Cotton. CaLic. A, 2.
Seynt Euflace, a nobull knyzte,
Of hethen law he was ;
Aund ere than he cryftened

4 Wis
Mene |_.||,|).d him Placidas.
He wits with Trajen themperor, &c,

A Latin legend on this faint is in MSS.
Harl. 2316. 4z.

Concerning legend-makers, there is a co-
rious {tory in MH':- James, xxxi. p. 6. [ad
Iren 1 AST R, num. 4g9. vol. qo][uhf
Bodl. G '..icﬁ:{\m. llnrnm lece e,
was foli-
Flintthire,
int: Stone
als, was
' i n 1|1LIJ' 1mo-

ch h L‘{.E‘ll’ruL that he

the work juft as eafily with-
all : and thae he would
excellent lepend, after
he legend of Thomas a
the: charaéter of an ele-
: ’1|'|u feems to have done
.e, perhaps in the
rious hou |§, From
that he wrote the
itron of the pril')."r'
3 f.:..= native town of
he dedicated

Epift. 1||

the manmer of €
)

counld poiii ly write a
L letter with equal facility. His
> 123 -0 -nbm The frlt of

them, in which he iz fhiled chancelfonr fo
the Fifbop of Winchefler, 15 to the archbi-
J‘.':Gp of (.';':ntvr])':lr:.'_ That is, _.'.;;-r,.-rm;r_
[M3S. Cotton. ViTere. E. %, 17.] This
bithop of Winchefter muft have been Wil-
liam of Wylkeham.

The moft extraordinary compofition of
nd, if we confider, among other cir-
nces, that it was compiled at a time
when knewledge and literature had made
{fome progrefs, and when mankind were
fo moch lefs difpofed to believe or to in-
vent miracles, more elpec when the
fubjeft was quite recent, is the LEcew
of Krve Henny the sixTH, i
tled, D MiracuL 1§ F.
5 H el fexti

hat it might
Er ]Cguulk it was
i fh copy into Latin,
|:1. one Johafines : pereniur, a Lnrm',,
about the year - e command of
John Morgan, dean ef\ indfor, afterwards
bithop of faint David’s. It is divid d into
two beoks : to both of which, pref: re
prefixed, containing proofs of the miracles
wrought by this pious monarch. At the
b ginning, t there i1s a hymn, with a prayer,
addrefled to the roya fol. 72.

Salve pr
R.L Hm.t'ﬁ ae nerafe e &e.

}" "'T\ I:U-I|d not have ne n a complete faint
1

|'n:-tl! we
of the
feriguily
il tronife i Ve §
: H“C ."\!1'5!. lib, ;\. ]_\, 130,

becaule,
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becaufe, at the command, and under the aufpices of Con-
ftantine Porphyrogenitus, he modernifed the more antient
narratives of the miracles and martyrdoms of the moft emi-
nent eaftern and weftern faints, for the ufe of the Greek
church: or rather digefted, from detached, imperfeét, or
obfolete books on the fubje, a new and more commodious
body of the facred biography.

Among the many ftriking contrafts between the manners
and charaéters of antient and modern life, which thefe annals
prefent, we muft not be furprifed to find a mercer, a fheriff,
and an alderman of London, defcending from his impor-
tant occupations, to write verfes. This is Robert Fabyan,
who yet is gencrally better known as an hiftorian, than as
a poet. He was efteemed, not only the moft facetious, but
the moft learned, of all the mercers, fheriffs, and aldermen,
of his time: and no layman of that age is faid to have been
better fkilled in the Latin language. He flourifhed about
the year 1494. In his CuronicLe, or Concordance of hiflories,
from Brutus to the year 1485, it is his ufual practice, at
the divifion of the books, to infert metrical prologues, and
other pieces in verfe. The beft of his metres is the Com-
PLAINT of king Edward the fecond; who, like the per-
fonages in Boccacio’s FarL oF Prixces, is very dramatically
introduced, reciting his own misfortunes ®. But this foli-
loquy is nothing more than a tranflation from a fhort and
a very poor Latin poem attributed to that monarch, but
probably written by William of Wiyrcefter, which is pre-
ferved among the manufcripts of the college of arms, and
entitled, Lamentatio gloriofi regis Edvardi de Karnarvon quam
edidit tempore fue incarcerationis. Our author’s tranfitions

© Fol. 171. tom. ii. edit: 1533. See  chronicler which points out the true read-
Hearne’s Lib. Nig. Scacc. p. 425. And  ing of a controverted paffage in Shake-

Prefat. p. xxxviii, Fabyan fays, ¢ they
*¢ are reported to be his own makynge, in
* the tyme of his empryfonment.”” ibid.

By the way, there is a paffage in this

{peare, ** Alfo children were chriltened
¢ thorough all the land, and menne bosye-
“ led and anealed, cxcepte fuche, &c.
tom, ii. p. 30, col, 2,

from
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from profe to verfe, in the courfe of a prolix narrative,
{feem to be made with much eafe; and, when he begins to
verfify, the hiftorian difappears only by the addition of
rhyme and ftanza. In the firft edition of his CuronicLE,
by way of epilogues to his feven books, he has given us
The feven joys of the Bleffed Virgin in Englifb Rime. And
under the year 1325, there is a poem to the virgin; and
another on one Badby, a Lollard, under the year 1409".
Thefe are fupprefled in the later editions. He has likewife
left a panegyric on the city of London; but defpairs of
doing juftice to fo noble a fubject for verfe, even if he had
the eloquence of Tully, the morality of Seneca, and the
harmony of that faire Lady Calliope®. The reader will
thank me for citing only one ftanza from king Edward’s
CoMPLAINT,

When Saturne, with his cold and ifye face,

The ground, with his froftes, turneth grene to white ;
The time winter, which treés doth deface,

And caufeth all verdure to avoyde quite :

Then fortune, which fharpe was, with ftormes not lite
Hath me affaulted with her froward wyll,

And me beclipped with daungers ryght yil -,

¢ Edit, Lond. 1516. fol. 81 flanzas, There is another copy in the
% Fol. 2. rom. ii. ut fupr, fame library, Num, 558. At the end the
" In the Britith Mufeum there is a poem  poet calls himfelf InForTun10. This is
on this fubje, and in the fame fanza. an appellation which, I think, Spenfer

MSS. Harl, 2593, 4t0. 1. The gholt of
Edward the fecond, as here, is introduced
fpeaking. It is addrefled to queen Eliza-
beth, as appears, among other pallages,
from . 9z2. 242. 243. 305. It begins thus,
Whie fhould a wafted {pirit fpent in woe

Difclofe the wounds receyved within his

breft ?

It is imperfedt, baving only 352 flanzas,
Then follows the fame poem ; with many
alterations, additions, and omiffions. This
15 addrefled to James the firft, as appears
drom &t. 6. z59. 260. 326, &c. It contains

fometimes aflumed, But Spenfer was dead
before the n::.gr] of James : nor has this
piece any of Spenfer’s charaferiftic merit.
It begins thus.

I fing thy fad difafter, fatal king,
Carnarvon Edward, fecond of that name.

The poem on this fubjeé in the addition
to the Minrovr or MacisTraTES, by
William Niccols, is a different compefition.
A Winter Nicut’s Vision. Lond.
1010. p.7oz. Thefe two manufcript poems
deferve no farther mention: nor would they
have been mentioned at all, but from their

reference
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As an hiftorian, our author is the dullef
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t of compilers.

He is equally attentive to the fucceflion of the mayors of
London, and of the monarchs of England : and feems to
have thought the dinners at guildhall, and the pageantries
of the city-companies, more interefting tranfattions, than
our victoeries in France, and our (truggles for public liberty
at home. One of Fabyan’s hiftorical anecdotes, under the
important reign of Henry the fifth, is, that a new weather-
cock was placed on the crofs of Saint Paul's fteeple. It is faid,
that cardinal Wolfey commanded many copies of this chronicle
to be committed to the Aames, becaufe it made too ample a
difcovery of the exceflive revenues of the clergy. The earlier
chapters of thefe childifh annals faithfully record all thofe

fabulous traditions, which

generally fupply the place of

hiftoric monuments in deferibing the origin of a great nation,

Another poet of this period is John Watfon, a prieft.
He wrote a Latin theological tra® entitled SPECULUM
CriRisTang, which is a fort of paraphrafe on the decalogue
and the creed . But it is interfperfed with a great number

of wretched Englifh rhymes:
[ o

ing hymn to the virgin Mary *,

reference to the text, and ‘on accomnt of
their fubjelt. Co MSS, H
¥ fol. 254 i
Edward the fecond, perh:

Princ; ¢ Beholde this g
i

1arl. 2251,
1 FU{'”'I an
s by Lydgate.
= prince Ed-

]

ward the fecunde.’
TMSS: €. C.C. Oxon t55. MSS,
Laud. G. 12; MSS. Thorefh. 539, There
is an abridgement of this work [MSS.
Harl. o.] with th
Thics

Iy ‘-'i;'g':n,
relates,
Le .\'
a folitary wild on’ the
banks of the river Ware near Durham, had
a vifion, in his oratory, of the virgin Mary,
who taught him this {ong.

Vol 11. E

among which, is the follow-

Moder Jefu Chrifte Nazarine,
On fo {dild thir Godrich
On fang bringe haeli widh thein godes rich,
Seinte Marie, Chriftes bur,
nhad, n es flur,
o edn mine mod,
Bringe me to winne widh felf pod.

Matr. Parif, Angl. [Hewrre. ii]
P- 115 edit. Tig. 1580,

In one of the Harleian manuferipts, many
very antient hymns to the holy virgin: oc-
cur. 5. 2253, Thefe are {pecimens,
66, fa

Bleffed be bou [thou] levedy, ful of heo-
vene biiTe,
Swete flur of parays, moder of mildenefe,
Praye
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topics of the fafthionable literature. Caxton appears to be
the author, by the prologue : yet it is not improbable, that
he might on this occafion employ fome profeffed verfifier,
at leaft as an afliftant, to prepare a new book of original
poetry for his prefs. The writer’s defign, is to defcribe the
effelts of wifdom from the beginning of the world: and the
work 1s a hiftory of knowledge or learning. In a vifion, he
meets the goddefs Sarrence in a delightful meadow; who
conducts him to her caftle, or manfion, and there difplays
all her miraculous operations. Caxton, in the poem, in-
vokes the gylted goddefs and mooft Jacundyous lady Chio, apolo-
gifes to thofe makers who delight in #ermes gay, for the in-
elegancies of language which as a forcigner he could not
avoid, and modeftly declares, that he neither means to rival
or envy Gower and Chaucer.

Among the anonymous pieces of poetry belonging to this
period, which are very numerous, the moft confpicuous is
the KaLenpar or Suepuerps. It feems to have been tranf-
lated into Englifh about the year 1480, from a French book
entitled Karenprier pes Bercers®. It was printed by
Wynkyn de Worde in the year 14977, This piece was cal-
culated for the purpofes of a_ perpetual almanac; and feems
to have been the univerfal magazine of every article of fa-
latary and ufeful knowledge. It is a medley of verfe and
profe ; and contains, ameong many other curious particulars,
the faints of the whole year, the moveable feafts, the figns
of the zodiac, the properties of the twelve months, rules

* Lhave feen an edition of the French, certainly firlt printed by de Warde, 1497.
af 1500. Again, ch “ From the yeare this ka-
I have an edition printed by John ¢ leader was made m.cece.xevii, unto
Wally, at Londen, withou to. In ' the yeare micecce. kv From whence
the prologue it is faid, 1 k was I conclude, thar Worde’s edition was in
‘¢ firlt corruptly printed ip [ d 1497, Wally’s in 1516, Again, * This
¢ after thar at the coft and e of ¢ yeare of the prefent kalender whiche
i d Pinfon newly d and re-  °° began to have courfe the firft daye of
ed although not fo f ly as the * January s.cccc.xcvin®
** originul copy required, &e.” " It was

Gz for

¥3
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for blood-letting, a colleétion of proverbs, a fyftem of ecthics,

politics, divinity, phifiognomy, medicine, aftrology, and
on the great clarke®,

and Ariftotle’s

geography *. Among other authors, G
Solomon, Ptolomeus the prince of @ ;
Epiftle to Alexander, are quoted °. Every month is I]!'lti'_fj—

' i, 1ts

1 i E P 3 ¢ S R B
duced 'u[pcuiwc;}f fpu:'-.z;t;ﬁg', in a’{tanza ‘ol ‘baiag ro
own panegyric. This is the {peech of May *.

Of all monthes in the yeare I am kinge,
Flourifhing in beauty excellently;

For, in my time, in vertue is all thinge,
Ficldes and medes {prede moft beautionfly,
And birdes finge with fweete harmony ;
Rejoyfing lovers with hot love endewed,
With fra

it flowers all about renewed.

In the theological part, the terrors and certainty of death
are defcribed, by the intreduction of Death, feated on the
pale horfe of the Apocalypfe, and fpeaking thus ‘.

Upon this horfe, blacke and hideous
Deatu I am, that fiercely doth fitte :

2 Piecas of this fort v
In the Britith mufeam tl
LOGICAL poem,  teaching
and fell, to et bloo
fea, the fortune of ¢ ren, the inl::rprc.
n of dreams, with ather like important
part ars, from theday of the m{m:l’s;:g(".
M358. Harl. z320. 3. fol. 31, In the

¥ 1] letter the anthor is FL'Pi'I:]-L'n'.L'd in
pofture. ‘The manufcript, hav-
ed, begins

4o 3. feq.
p-nran was like-

-'mg many $axon letters inter

thus. s two great boy
He pat wol herkyn of wit Medcy and CoariTy, were bntkly
at ys witneft in holy wryt, culated. fal. .

Lyfenyth to me a flonde,
OF a flory y fchal zow welle,

yme 3 1 to'byen and to fylle,
In boke as hyt ys y fownde.

o
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There is no fairenefle, but fight tedious,
All gay colours I do hitte.

My horfe runneth by dales and hilles,
And many he fmiteth dead and killes.
In my trap I take fome by eVery way,
By towns [and] caftles I take my rent.

L will not refpite one an houre of a daye,
Before me they muft needes be prefent.
I flea all with my mortall knife,

And of duety T take the life.

Her1 knoweth well my killing,

1 ﬂccpa never, but wake and warke;

It followeth me ever running,

With my darte I flea weake and frarke :
A great number it hath of me,

Paradyfe hath not the fourth parte, &c.

In the eighth chapter of our Karenpsr are deferibed the
feven vifions, or the punifhments in hell of the feven deadly
fins, which Lazarus faw between his death and refurrection.
Thefe punifhments are imagined with great ftrength of
fancy, and accompanied with wooden cuts boldly touched,
and which the printer Wynkyn de Worde probably procured
from fome German engraver at the infancy of the arte.

he Proup are bound by hooks of iron to vaft wheels, like
mills, placed between craggy precipices, which are in-
ceflantly whirling with the moft violent impetuofity, and
found like thunder. The Envious are plunged in a lake
half frozen, from which as they attem pt to emerge for eafe,
their naked limbs are inftantly finote with a blaft of fuch
intolerable keennefs, that they are compelled to dive again into
the lake. To the WraTnruLL is afligned a gloomy cavern,
in which their bodies are butchered, and their limbs man-

 Thatis, Henr. < Compare the torments of Dante’s hell. Inreaw. Cant. v. vi. feq.

gled




Ve e o e K s ] e ] e ] i Y g Y A e | e Y

Al
el
| f |
n ' 198 EHES-HESTORY OF
1 . -
o : gled by demons with various weapons, The SLoTHFULL are
] tormented in a bervible ball dark and tenebrous, {warming with
ot innumerable flying ferpents of various fhapes and fizes,
OB | ' which fting to the heart. This, I think, i1s the Hell of the
{ L Gothic Eppa. The Coverous are dipped in cauldrons filled
b i with boiling metals. The GrurToxous are placed in a vale
] ! near a loathfome pool, abounding with venomous creatures,

on whofe banks tables are fpread, from which they are per-
petually crammed with toads by devils. ConcurisceEnce is
punifhed in a field full of immenfe pits or wells, overflowing
with fire and fulphur.. This vifionary fcene of the infernal

Iy

punifhments feems to be borrowed from a legend related

Matthew Paris, under the reign of king John: in wl

the foul of one Thurkhill, a native of Tidftude in Effex is con-

veyed by faint Julian from his body, when laid afleep, into

hell and heaven, In hell he has a fight of the torments of

the damned, which are prefented under the form and name

of the Inrernar Paceants, and greatly refemble the

fictions I have juft defcribed. Among the tormented, is a

knight, who had pafled his life in fhedding much innocent

" blood at tilts and towrnaments. He is introduced, com-
pleatly armed, on horfeback ; and couches his lance againft the

demon, who is commiffioned to feize and to drag him to his

eternal deftiny. There is likewife a prieft who never faid

mafs, and a baron of the exchequer who took bribes. Tur-

i kill 1s then conduéted into the manfions of the bleffed, which
are painted with ftrong oriental colouring: and in Paradife,

_ a garden replenifhed with the moft delicious fruits, and the
1 (Rts moft exquifite variety of trees, plants, and flowers, he fees
Adam, a perfonage of gigantic proportion, but the moft
beautiful fymmetry, reclined on the fide of a fountain which
fent forth four flreams of different water and colour, and
under the fhade of a tree of immenfe fize and height, laden
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: 3 ing the richeit odours.
i Afterwards faint Julian conveys the foul of Turkhill back
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his body ; and when awakened,
There is a ftory of a fimilar cat in Bede®,

varifth-prieft '
I i

B0 BT R 199

he relates this vifion to his

which I have mentioned before®.

As the ideas of magnificence

and elegance were enlarged,

the public pageants of this period were much improved :
and bcgmnm&_ now to be celebrated with new f{plendour,
received, among other advantages, the addition of speakING

PERSONAGIES.

characteriftically habited, and

Thefe fpectacles, thus furnithed with fpeakers,

accompanied with proper

fcenery, co-operated with the MysTeries, of whofe nature
they partook at Iii‘ﬂ', in introducing the drama. It was
cuftomary to prepare thefe fhews at the reception of a prince,
or any other folemnity of a fimilar kind: and they were pre-

fented on moveable theatres,

or occafional ftages, erefted in

the ftrects. The fpeeches were in verfe; and as the pro-
ceflion moved forward, the fpeakers, who conftantly bore
i'f)mc allufion to the ceremony, either converfed together in

e form of a dialogue, or addreflfed the noble perfon whofe
;‘.-lhsut-:\. occafioned the celebrity. Speakers feem to have

been admitted into our pageants about the reign of Henry

the fixth.

T Matr.
Tig.
lated, ibid
poem on  this
MivLes, M55, Corr.Ca

ESee Disstrrarion
Deap: Man's Sore
feems to be more immedia
is fiftion as 1t fands 1n O
It |. entl

Parif. Hafl

i Wood’s BALuADs,
mol, Oxon. It is worthy of doétor
ent colleftion, and Leg:us thus.
e, dear frienns, long tyme I was,
ly laid in bed, &c.

Lc alfo che lr:gcnd of faint Parml-:’a cave,
-r‘.l'ur Parif, p. B4, And MSS. Harl, 2385,

: De guadam dulo widers pesas Inferai.
1v A L‘.

b T chufe to

many ether anon
this period, moft of which are too minute
to be formally confidered in the feries of
our poetry. The CasTrrr oF Hownoug,
P:mtrr’ in quarto by Wynkyn de \-nr.ln,
Thel MENT 0P DEVYLL
wis. great \.'\.1.]1
fame, in guarto,
1505, e HisTorik oF Jaco® AxD
His TWELVE soxs. In Ranzas.  For the
EL]'ILL', \'\'i',]'lh‘llt dillf. I bl:ﬁc\'c Ebﬂur I,'ﬂa_
Prine, © Al yonge and old that Jyit to
¢ here.” A L¥TEL TREATYSE called
the Dy/putacyen or Gomplayns of 16e Hears
thorughs perced aofth the lakynge of the eye.
1"9- the fame, in quarto, perhaps before
so0. The firft fanza is elegant, and de-
fr.n ¢s to be tranferibed. :
rol
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200 THE HISTORY OF

In the year 1432, when Henry the fixth, after his coro-
nation at Paris, made a t‘iumplul entry into London, many
ftanzas, very probably written by r\dw,m were ':ridu[lud
to his majefty, amidit a feries of the moft fplendid allegori-
cal fpetacles, by a giaht reprefenting religious fortitude,
Enoch and Eli, the lmiv Trinity, two Judzes and eight Ser-
e, Mercy, Truth, and other

]m,um-ua of a like nature
In the year 1456, when Margaret wife of Henry the fixth,
with her little fon Edw ard, ..ma. to Lfnu*:t}', on the feaft

of the exaltation of the Iml\»r crofs, the was rececived with the

in the fyrlt weke of the feafon of Maye, Gl ﬂ-.{.ﬁ-."r, ibid. k.
3 les he covered i mg,grm leique pieces on fome

11:l ll|_ }. Fn ¥ TC 3P1 Ve

To thewe |11~. v

'Inm to re

my u
Bt would not have
T'he Lyre oF sarw a =
- e Among Rawh
A For Pinfon, in quarto. &

YLLA. Infls ol od

£ c'uc, in quart
1ovrE. In ftanzas.
ta, wout date, with
at wooden cuts. THE LYFE OF sAINT
Rapectuxpa. In qoarto, for the fame.
Tue A B C.E. or ArisToTILLE, MSS.

farl. 1304.4. Proverbial verfes in the P |)lr!.

FPeTron
ame, \"i'h[
LE OF

nce they came, §c.

s down no lower than l'|1r_\'.11:'= earl
who

'i.\t.L-ulLl_

. of Cl a
G s of Hen feventh. Thi
Wafo wil be wile and worthip defireth, think s t, that the piece w
Letthim lerne one letter, and loke on ano-  aboot that time.  But the w
ther, &c. £ Henry the eigh g
of Mon
will

Bibl, Bodl. v
Flefhly lu
And fuo

written by
on the
Friars
.‘«cf_ &t

fol. i6. .[H

poem in rhyme on the abbot and prior of

prc—icmaiiun
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prefentation of pageants, in one of which king Edward the
confeflor, faint John the Evangelift, and faint Margaret,
each fpeak to the queen and the prince in verfe®, In the
next reign in the year 1474, another prince Edward, fon of
Edward the fourth, vifited Coventry, and was honoured with
the fame fpecies of fhew: he was firft welcomed, in an
ottave ftanza, by Edward the confeffor; and afterwards
addrefled by faint George, completely armed: a king’s
daughter holding a lamb, and fupplicating his afliftance to
protect her from a terrible dragon, the lady’s father and mo-
ther, ftanding in a tower above, the conduit on which the
champion was placed, * renning wine in four places, and
“ minftralcy of organ playing'”’ Undoubtedly the Fran-
cifcan friers of Coventry, whofe facred interludes, prefented
on Corpus Chnfti day, in that city, and at other places,
make fo confpicuous a figure in the hiftory of the Englifh
drama®, were employed in the management of thefe devifes -
and that the Coventry men were famous for the arts of
exhibition, appears from the fhare they took in the gallant
entertainment of queen Elifabeth at Kenelworth-caftle, be-
fore whom they played their old florial fhow®.

At length, perfonages of another caft were added; and
this fpecies of {pectacle, about the period with which we are

E Lest-sook of the city of Coventry.
MS. fol. 168. Stowe fays, that ac che
reception of this queen in London, in the
year 1445, feveral pageaunts were exhi-
bited at Paul’s-gate, with verfes written by
Lydgate, on the following lemmata, [r-
gredunini et replete terram.  Nom ampling
irafear fuper terram,  Madam Grace chan-
cellor de diew. Five wwife and frue foolifh
wirgiar,  QF faint Margaret, &c. Hist.
Excr. pag. 385. edit. Howes. I know
fot whether thefe poems were foken, or
only afiixed to the pagesunts. Fabyan fays,
that in thofe pageaunts there was refem-
blance of dywvirfe olde byffuryes, 1 fuppofe
sapellry. Crown. tom. i, fol, 398. edit,
3533. See the ceremonies at the corona-

Yol. II.

tion of Henry the fixth, in 14350.  Fab,
ibid. fol. 178.

1 Ibid. fol. z21.

® See fupr, vol. 1. p. 293. The friers
themfelves were the aftors.”  But this prac-
tice being produflive of fome enormities,
and the laity gruwlnéz as wile as the clergy,
at lealt as well qualified to aét plays; there
was an injun@tion in the Mexican Couvwn-
c1L, ratified ac Rome in the year 1589,
to prohibit all clerks from playing in the
M]’ﬂcri::s, even on Corpvs Currsti-
Day. “ Neque in Comeediis perfonam
4 agat, etfam in vEsSTO Corponrts CHrjs-
“11."” Sacrosamct. Cowciy, fol, per
Labb, tom. xv. p. 1268. edit. Parif, 1673,

" See fupr. vol. i. p. g1.
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concerned, was enlivened by the admiflion of new charaGers,
drawn either from profane hiftory, or from profane al-
legory °, in the application of which, fome degree of learn-
ing and invention appeared.

1 have obferved in a former work, and it is a topic which
will again be confidered in its proper place, that the frequent
and familiar ufe of allegoric perfonifications in the public
pageants, I mean the general ufe of them, greatly contri-
buted to form the fchool of Spenfer®. But moreover from
what is here faid, it feems probable, that the PacraunTs,
which bemg fhewn on civil occafions, derived great part of
their decorations and attors from hiftorical fa&, and con-
fequently made profane charaéters the fubje&t of public ex-
hibition, dictated ideas of a regular drama, much fooner
than the MysTeries: which being confined to feripture
ftories, or rather the legendary miracles of fainted martyrs,
and the no lefs ideal perfonifications of the chriftian virtues,
were not calculated to make fo quick and eafy a tranfition
to the reprefentations of real life and rational aétion.

In the year 1501, when the princefs Catharine of Spain
came to London, to be married to prince Arthur, her pro-
ceflion through the city was very magnificent. The pa- -
geants were numerous, and fuperbly furnifhed; in which
the principal actors, or fpeakers, were not only God the
father, faint Catharine, and faint Urfula, but king Alphonfus
the aftronomer and an anceftor of the princefs, a Senator,
an Angel, Job, Boethius, Nobility, and Virtue. Thefe per-
fonages fuftained a fort of adtion, at leaft of dialogue. The
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* Profane allegory, however, had been  three ladies, richly cladde in golde. and filkes

applied in pageants, fomewhat earlier. In
the pageants, abovementioned, prefented
to Henry the fixth, the feven liberal feiences
j'-f.'J'fL"nllﬁEd are intmduced, in a tabernacle
ef curicus wworke, from which their queen
dame Sapicuce ﬂ‘-{‘ﬁks verfes. At i-n[crjr.n;!
the city he is met, and faluted in metre by

with coronets, who fuddenly iffue fmlm
a ftately tower hung with the moft fplendid
arras, Thefe are the Dames, NATURE,
Grauce, and ForTuwe. Fabyan, utfupr.
fol, 38z, feq. Bur this is a rare inflance
fo early.

P See Obf, Fairy QuEeen, ii. go.

lady
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lady was compared to Hefperus, and the prince to Aréturus;
and Alphonfus, from his fkill in the ftars, was introduced to
be the fortune-teller of the matcht. Thefe machineries were
contrived and directed by an ecclefiaftic of great eminence,
bifhop Fox ; who, fays Bacon, * was not only a grave coun-
“ fellor for war or peace, but alfo a good furveyor of works,
“ and a good mafter of ceremonies, and any thing elfe that
“ was fit for the altive part, belonging to the fervice of
“ court, or ftate of a great king.” It is probable, that this
prelate’s dexterity and addrefs in the conduét of a court-
rareefhow procured him more intereft, than the gravity of his
counfels, and the depth of his political knowledge : at leaft his
employment in this bufinefs prefents a ftriking picture of the
importance of thofe popular talents, which even in an age of
blind devotion, and in the reign of a fuperftitious monarch,
were inftrumental in paving the way to the moft opulent
dignities of the church. ¢ Whofoever, adds the fame pene-
“ trating hiftorian, had thefe toys in compiling, they were
“ not altogether pepanTicaL'.” About the year 1487,
Henry the feventh went a progrefs into the north; and at
every place of diftinétion was received with a pageant; in
which he was faluted, in a poetical oration, not always
religious, as, at York by Ebranck, a Britifh king and the
founder of the city, as well as by the holy virgin, and
king David : at Worcefter by Henry the fixth his uncle:
at Hereford by faint George, and king Ethelbert, at en-
tering the cathedral there : at Briftol, by king Bremmius,
Prudence, and Juftice. The two latter charatters were per-
fonated by young girls*,

In the mean time it is to be granted, that profane cha-
ralters were perfonated in our ' pageants, before the clofe
of the fourteenth century. Stowe relates, that in the year

% Chron, MS. * From a manuftript in the Cotton [i-
" Bacon’s Heway THE sevENTH. brary, ;:lrinh:c.il in Leland. CoLTLECTAN.
Courr. Hilt, Engl, vol. i, p. 628. ad calc. vol, iii. p. 185,

Dd2 1377
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1377, for the entertainment of the young prince Richard,
fon of Edward the black prince, one hundred and. thirty
citizens rode difguifed from Newgate to Kennington where
the court refided, attended with an imnumerable multitude
of waxen torches, and various inftruments of mufic, in the
evening of the Sunday preceding Candlemas-day. In the
firfk rank were forty-eight, habited like efquires, with vifors ;
and in the fecond the fame number, in the charadter of
knights. “ Then followed one richly arrayed like an Em-
“ perOR, and after him, at fome diftance, one ftately-tyred
¢ like a Pore, whom followed twenty-four CARDINALLS,
¢ and after them eyght or tenne with blacke vifors not
¢ amiable, as if they had been LrcaTrs from fome forrain
¢ princes.” But this parade was nothing more than a pums
SHEW, unaccompanied with any kind of interlocution. This
appears from what follows. For our chronicler adds, that
when they entered.the hall of the palace, they were met by the
prince, the queen, and the lords; *“ whom the faid mum-
« mers did falute, fhewing by a pair of dice their defire to play
“ avith the prince,” which they managed with fo much com-
plaifance and f{kill, that the prince won of them a bowl,
a cup, and a ring of gold, and the queen and lords, each, a
ring of gold. Afterwards, having been feafted with a fump-
tuous banquet, they had the honour of dancing with the
young prince and the nobility, and fo the ceremony was
concluded’. Matthew Paris informs us, that at the mag-
nificent marriage of Henry the third with Eleanor of Pro-
vence, in the year 1236, certain ftrange pageants, and won-
derful devifes, were difplayed in the city of London; and
that the number of Histriones on this occafion was in-

t Stowe's Surv, Lowp. pag. 71. edit. diftinftions : and, taken ina gen_ern] VIEWs
1559. 4t0. It will perhaps be faid, that  this account preferves a curious {pecimen of
this hew was not PIU]}L‘I!)‘ 2 PacEanT early PERSONATION, and proves at lealt
but a Munmeny, But thefeare frivolous  that the pratice wasnot then in its infancy.

finite,
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But the word misTrIO, In the Latin writers of the

barbarous ages *, generally comprehends the numercus tribe

® Twill cite the pallage more at larpe,
and in the words of the original. * Con-
‘¢ vencrunt autem vocata ad conviviem
¢ nuptiaie tanta nobilium multitedo utri-
“ ulgue fexus, tanta religioforum nume-
“ rofitas, tanta plebium populofitas, ranta
“ misTRionuM Farietas, quod vix ecos
civitas Londoniarum finn fuo capaci
comprehenderet.  Ornata eft igitur ci-
‘¢ vitas tota olofericis, et vexillis, coronis,
et palliis, cereis et lampadibus, et qui-
bofdam pradigiofis ingeniis et portentiv,
i Hist. p. 406. edit. Tig. 158q.
fub Hewrico iii. Here, by the way, the
cxprcﬁ'mn Farietas hiltrionum p]a[n]y im=-
olies the comprehenfive and general mean-
mg of the word misTRIo; and the mul-
tifarious performances of that order of men.
Yet in the Injunétions given by the Barons
10 the religious houfes, in the year 1253,
there is an article which feems to fhew,
that the Hiftriones were fometimes a par-
ricular  fpecies of public entertainers.
* HisTRionusm LUDI non wideantur vel
** audiantur, vel permittantur fieri, coram
‘¢ abbate vel monaifticis,” Annal, Burton.
E. 437, Oxen, 1684. Whereas minftrels,

arpers, and juglers, were notorioufly per-
mitted in the monafteries. We cannot
afeertain whether Lupy here means plays,
then only religious : Lubr thearrales in
churches and church-yards, on vigils and
feftivals, are forbidden in the Synod of
Exeter, dat. 1287. cap. xiii. Cowciz,
Macw. Brit. per Wilkins, tom. ii, P
140. col. 2, edit. 1737. fol.

I cannot omit the opportunity of adding
a friking. inftance of the extraordinary
freedom of [peéch, permitted to thefe peo-
ple, at the moft folemn celebrites.  About
the year 1250, king: Henry the third,
pafling fome time in France, held a moft
magnificent fealt in the great hall of the
nights-templars at Paris; at which, be-
fide hiz own fuite, were prefent the kings
of France and Navarre, and all the nobility
of France. The walls of the hall were
hung all ever with fhields, amiong which
was that of our king Richard the firfl.

Juft before the fealt began, a jocuLaToR,
or minftrel, accofted king Henry thus.
“ My lord, why did you nvite {6 man
“ Frenchmen to fealt with yoa in this
¢ hall? Behold, there is the fhield of
= Richard, the magnanimous king of Eng-
land !—All the Frenchmen prefent will
cat their dinner in fear and trembling ">
Mate. Paris. p. 871. fub. Herxe. iii. edit.
Tigur. 158g. fol. Whether this was a
preconcerted compliment, previoufly fug-
gefted by the king of France, or not, itis
equally a proof of the familiarity with
which the minftrels were allowed to addrefs
the moft eminent perfonages. ~
¥ There is a paffage 0 John of Salif-
bury much to our purpofe, which I am
obliged to give in Latin, * Ateam [defi-
¢ diam] noltris prorogant WISTRIONES.
¢ Admifla funt erpo SrEcTACULA, €L iN-
“¢ finita lenocinia. vanitatis,—Hinc smims,
“ falii el feliaresy balatrowes, wmiliani,
* gladiatores, palzfivite, gignadiiy prafi-
6 giaterer, malefici quogue multd, er tota
JOCULATOR UM SCENA procedit, Quo-
ram adeo error invaluit, ut a preclaris
demibus non arceantur etiam illi, qui
objeanis ;arh’/mr.r corperis, eculiy omnivm
eam - ingerunt firpitedivem, quam eru-
befcet videre vel cymicus, Quodque
magis mirere, nec fune ejiciuntur, quans
do TUMULTUARTES INFERTUS cradre
JSonitu aerem fadant, et turpiter inclu-
*¢ fium tarpis produnt. Veruntamen quid in
# fingulis poflit autdeceat, animus {apien-
** tis advertit, nec AroLoGos refugit, aut
“f NARRATIONES, 3Ul QUECUNQUE SPEC-
¢ TACULA, dam virtetis, &c.” Pory-
caAT, lib. i. cap. viii, p.28. edit. Lugd.
Bat, 1505. Here, Gigmapir, a word
unexplained by Du Cange, fipnifies wreft-
Yers, or the performers ofgarh.leric exercifes:
for gignafiuns was ufed for gymuafin in the
barbarous Latinity. By apalsger, we are
perhaps to- underftand an allegorical ftory
or fable, fuch as were common in the Pro-
vencial poetry ; and by warrationes, tales of
chivalry : both which were recited at fel-
tivals by thefe nisTRIONES, Sp:&mwfai
nee

3
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of mimics, juglers, dancers, tumblers, muficians, minftrels,
and the like public praétitioners of the recreative arts, with
which thofe ages abounded: mnor do I recollett a fingle
inftance in which it precifely bears the reftrained modern
interpretation.

As our thoughts are here incidentally turned to the rudi-
ments of the Englifh ftage *, I muft not omit an anecdote,
entirely new, with regard to the mode of playing the
MrysTeRries at this period, which yet is perhaps of much
higher antiquity. In the year 1487, while Henry the feventh
kept his refidence at the caftle at Winchefter, on occafion of
the birth of prince Arthur, on a funday, during the time
of dinner, he was entertained with a religious drama called
Curristi DescEnsus AD INFEROS, or Chriff's defcent into bell’.
It was reprefented by the Puer1 ELeemosyNaryi, or choir-
boys, of Hyde abbey, and faint Swithin’s priory, two large
monafteries at Winchefter. This is the only proof 1 have
ever feen of choir-boys ating in the old Mysreries: nor

need not explain: but here feems to be thin folio volume on vellum, contain-

pointed out the whole fyftem of antient
exhibition or entertsinment, I muoft add
another pertinent paffage from this writer,
whom the reader will recollet to have
flourifhed about the year 1140. * Non
“¢ facile tamen crediderim ad hoc quem-
“ quam impelli poffe litteratorem, ut
¥ HISTRIONEM profiteatur. — GesTUus
“¢ fiquidem exPRIMUNT, rerom utilitate
¢ dedufta.” Ibid. lib. viii. cap. xii. p.
514 [Compare Blount's Anrt. Tenvrss,
P 1. HeminesTon.]

With regard to ArorLbar, mentioned
abowve, I have farther to obferve, that the
Latin metrical apologues of the dark ages,
are probably tranflations from the Proven-
cial poetry. Of this kind is Wircker’s
Srecunvm StuveTornum, orBunreLL’s
Ass, See fupr. vol. i, p. 479, And the
Asimvs PEwiTEsTIARIUS, in which
an afs, wolf, and fox, are introduced, con-
fefling their fins, &c. See Mate. Flacios,
Catal. Telt. Verit. pag. go3. edit. 1556,
In the Britih mufeum there is an antient

ing upwards of two hundred fhort moral
tales in Latin profe, which I alfo clafs
under the aroLoci here mentioned by
John of Salifbury. Some are legendary,
others mm;m:ic, and others .'ll!!CRDrinl]-
Many of them I helieve to be tranilations
from the Provencial poetry. Several of
the Efopian fables are intermixed. In
this colleftion is Parnell’s Hersr, Di
AncerLo et Heremita Peregrinum occifum
Sepelientibus, Rubr, 32, fol. 7. Andarale,
I think in Fontaine, of the ding’s fom awho
mewer faww & woman. Rubr. 8. fol. 2. The
ftories feem to have been collefted by an
Englithman, at lealt in England: for
there is, the tale of one Godfrey, a pritf
¢f Sufex. Rubr. 40. fol. 8. MISS. H-!J']
463. The fory of Parnell’s Hepmim 15
m Gr_ﬁ'n Rﬁm,g;;'rrpm, MSS. Harl. 230
ch. Lxxxx.

x See ﬁlpr_ vol. 1. p- z_gf'}. t'cq. r

¥ Regiftr. Priorat. §. Swithin, Wintos.
MS. ut fupr.

do
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do I recollett any other inftance of a royal dinner, even on
a feftival, accompanied with this fpecies of diverfion® The
ftory of this interlude, in which the chief charatters were
Chrift, Adam, Eve, Abraham, and John the Baptit, was
not uncommon in the antient religious drama, and I believe
made a part of what is called the Lupus Pascuaris, or
Egfter Play*. It occurs in the Coventry plays afted on.
Corpus Chrifti day “; and in the Whitfun-plays at Chefter,
where it is called the Harrowine or Herr®. The repre-
fentation is Chuift entering hell triumphantly, delivering
our firft parents, and the moft facred characters of the old
and new teftaments, from the dominion of Satan, and con-
veying them into Paradife. ‘There is an ancient poem, per-
haps an interlude, on the fame fubject, among the Harleian
manuferipts ; containing our faviour’s dialogues in hell with
Sathanas, the Janitor, or porter of hell, Adam, Eve, Ha-
braham, David, Johan Baptiff, and Moyfes. It begins,

Alle herknep to me nou :

A ftrif wolle y tellen ou

Of Jhefu ant of Sathan

Fo Jhefus was to hell y-gan .

* Except, that on the firlt Sunday of the
magnificent marriage of king James of
Seotland with the princels Margaret of
England, daughter of Henry the feventh,
celebrated at Edinburgh with high fplen-
dour, “ after dynnar a MoRrarLiTE was
** played by the faid mafter Inglyfhe and
** hys companyons in- the prefence of the
“kyng and qwene.” On one of the
preceding days, ¢ After foupper the kynge
*“‘and gwene beyng togader in hyr grett
** chamber, John Inglyfh and his com-
‘" panyons plaid 'This was in the year
1503.  Aped Leland. coll. iii. p- 3co,
299. Arreno, edit. 1770,

* The Italians pretend. that they have a

Luvpus Pascaatis as old as the twelfth
century. TEaTRo ITatiano, tom, i
See Un Iforia del Tearrs, &c, prefixed,
P ii. Veron. 1723. 1z2mo.

b [See fupr, wol. 1.] * Nunc dormiunt
 malites, et veniet anima Chrifti de in~
“ ferno com Adam et Eva, Abraham,
< Joh. Baptifte, et aliis.”

© MSS. Harl. 2013, PAGEAUNT 3vil.
fol. 138,

4 MSS. Harl. 2253™ 21. fol. 55. b
There 15 a poem on this fubjedt, MS..
Bodl. 1687.

How Jefu Crift bareaved belle
Of hardi geftes ich wille telle.
[See fapr, vol. 1. p. 18.]

The
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: The compofers of the MysTer1ES did not think the plain and
probableevents of the new teftament fufficiently marvellous for
an audience who wanted only to be furprifed. They frequent-
ly feleéted their materials from books which had more of the
air of romance. ‘The fubjeét of the MysTEriEs juft-men-
tioned was borrowed from the Psevpo-evanGeLIUM, or the '
raBuLous GospeL, afcribed to Nicodemus®: a book, which,
together with the numerous apocryphal narratives, contain-
ing infinite innovations of the evangelical hiftory, and forged
at Conftantinople by the early writers of the Greek church,
gave birth to an endlefs variety of legends concerning the
life of Chrift and his apoftles *; and which, in the barbarous

S 1515I5I6ISISISISISIHISI515 IS5 5155 5151815151515

} e In Latin. A Saxon tranflation, from  Now Jelu the pentyll that broupht lidam
P a manufeript at Cambridge, coeval with Srom bell.
the conqueft, was printed at Oxford, by = There is a Greek homily on Saimt Fobe's
Th“'n'l“'a: 1699, In an Englith tranflation  Defeent into Hell, by Eufebius Alexandrings.
by Wynkyn de Worde, the prologue fays, They had a notion that fint John was oor
*« Nichodemus, which was a worthy prynce,  Saviour’s precu:fnr, not only 1 this world,
«¢ dydde wryte thys bleflyd florye in He-  but in hades. See Allat. de libr, ecclef;
brewe. And Theodofins, the emperour,  Grecor. p. 303. feq. Compare / the Legend
{ ¢ dyde it tranflate out of Hebrew into gfj\xr.sa"a misy Chrifi's defeent into bhell, Pi-
[ ““Latin, and byfshoppe Turpyn dyde Jot#'s exile, &c. MSS. Bodl. B. 5. zezi
“ tranflate it out of Latyn into Frenfshe.” . feq.
i With wooden cats, 1511, 4t0. There T In the manufeript regifter of faint Swi-
was another edition by Wynkyn de Worde,  thin's priory at Winchefter, it is recorded,
1518. 4to. and 1532, See a very old that Leofric, bithop of Exeter, about the

=)

s |55 1515]

i French verfion, MSS. Harl. 2253, 3. fol.  year 1150, gare o the convent, & book
33. b.  There is a tranflation into Englith  called Grsta Beari) i
verle, about I:hL fourteenth ccn:ury MSS5. Glg/a. lhs is probably
Harl. 4195, , fol. z06. See alio, 149, mentitions hiftories. B\ the way, tl:l {ame

g, fol. 254. b And MSS. coll. Sion. 17.  Leofric was a great benefactor in books to
The title of the original is, N]cnpe\u his church at Exeter. Among others, he
Discirvn de Folu Chrifli pajfione et refur- gave Boeisi Liber AxcLict nd, Magns
Fiome EvasceLivm. Sometimes it is liber ANGLICUS ony 2
ti d GESTA SALVATORIS moffri Fefie  rus, What was this tranflation of Bo
Qur lord’s Drj ent fato -"el"f 15 |}:.r I Enow not url'ln,;rs it 15 Alfred’s.
! far the beft invented part of the work. flill more difficult to determing, what was
) Edit. ..'glld OrTHODOX.PATE. Jac. Greyn, the other L'ljll_\_L the GREAT pook oF Eng
I e [Bafi. 1560, 4tog] pag. G33. {feq. The rLism vErse, at f-a early a period.
il old Latin uL]t to the p i 1": T grantis in S nd, if not g{runL rht=-L
in the Chefler plays 15 be of high an ;. Dogdal. Mo
“ ap INFERNA, et de his que ibidem tom. 1. P 232, l have given Dﬂ:‘”
*¢ hiebant fecundum Evasczrivm Nico-  Latin tranflation. The Saxon words ure,
* pemi,” fol. 138, ut fupr. Hence the sziep hoe on englie,—Anb 1. mycel
nein the old interlude, called Hicks- nglyc boc be gepprcum pmgum on
£oe X ER, 15 llufirated. “ leodpiran gepoppe.”
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ages, was better eftecemed than the genuine gofpel, on ac-
count of its improbabilities and abfurdities.

But whatever was the fource of thefe exhibitions, they
were thought to contribute fo much to the information and
inftrution of the people on the moft important fubjeéts of
religion, that one of the popes granted a pardon of one
thoufand days to every perfon who reforted peaceably to the
plays performed in the Whitfun week at Chefter, beginning
with the creation, and ending with the general judgment;
and this indulgence was feconded by the bifhop of the
diocefe, who granted forty days of pardon : the pope at the
fame time denouncing the fentence of damnation on all thofe
incorrigible finners, who prefumed to difturb or interrupt
the due celebration of thefe pious fports”. It is certain that
they had their ufe, not only in teaching the great truths of
feripture to men who could not read the bible, but in abolifh-
ing the barbarous attachment to military games, and the
bloody contentions of the tournament, which had fo long
prevailed as the fole fpecies of popular amufement. Rude
and even ridiculous as they were, they foftened the manners
of the people, by diverting the public attention to fpeéta-
cles in which the mind was concerned, and by creating a

regard for other arts than thofe of bodily ftrength and
favage valour.

T MSS. Harl. 2124. 2011,

Vol. II. Ee SECT.
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