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Place Alexander Barklay within the year 1500, as his

Surp or FoovLs appears to have been projected about that
period. He was educated at Oricl college in Oxford®, ac-
complithed his academical ftudies by travelling, and was
appointed one of the priefts, or prebendaries, of the college
of faint Mary Ottery in Devonfhire®. Afterwards he IJLC.II']“'
a Benediétine monk of Ely monaftery *; and at length took
the habit of the Francifcans at Canterbury®. He tempo-
rifed with the changes of rhg,!on, for he poflefled fome
church-preferments in the reign of Edward the fixth " He
died, very old, at Croydon, in Surry’, in the year 1552.

d Hc W“W: to have {pent fome time at b He was inftituted to Much Badew in
Cambx LoG, 1. Signat. A, iil. Effex, in 1546. Newcourt, Reb. 1. 254
And to Wokey in Somerfetil
R i et e : rfetthir fam
And .?T_L in Cambridg teard a feoller year. ]*’.-..flllr “ {. He had allo the

church of in Lombard-fireet,
London, on tr‘. p fentation of the dean
tron of his fludies appears and chapter of Canterbury, which was va-
to hax mas Cornith, provolt of  cant by his death, Aug. 24, 1552, New-
Oriel ¢ ge, and "quru'rL"; tulh_o'\ of court, ut ﬁl:,J_—.

Tyne, in the diocefe of Bath and Wells i He frequently mentions Croydon in his
to w hom 111L. ded in a handfome Latin  Ecroces. He was buried in Croyden

‘ooLs, Butinthe church, Ecr.d, Signat. A, iii.

One of the fa
& The &hie f

me that go in copes gay

And as in Croripon I heard the Collier
preache.
PR e
Again, ibid.

Whal

ographers fuppole Barklay
of kuut 11{ [rjscL

Iin yvouth in Croipox towne did
well.
kg

avery, pru- th no. felowe betwene this and

One of Cro1pow
A I ] 1 o
¢ 15 an acrofhic Save the proude ].\1.(\\'\'”::1:1 Graths of
He moft pro- :

re or Gloaceltérfhire. ier again, ibid.

to hizs tranflation from such maner riches the collrer tell thee can.

Alfo, ibid.

As the riche fhepheard that woned in

Mortlake,
Barklay's
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Barklay's principal work is the Sure or Foorrs, above-
mentioned. About the year 1494, Sebaftian Brandt, a
learned civilian of Bafil, and an eminent philologift, pub-
lithed a fatire in German with this title'. The defign was
to ridicule the reigning vices and follies of every rank and
profeflion, under the allegory of a Ship freighted with Fools
of all kinds, but without any variety of incident, or artifi-
ciality of fable ; yet although the poem is deftitute of plot, and
the voyage of adventures, a compofition of fuch a nature be-
came extremely popular. It was tranflated into French*; and,
in the year 1497, into tolerable Latin verfe, by James Locher,
a German, and a fcholar of the inventour Brandt'. From
the -original, and the two tranflations,” Barklay formed a
large Englith poem, in the balade or oftave ftanza, with
confiderable additions gleaned from the follies of his coun-
trymen. It was printed by Pinfon, in 1509, whole name
occurs in the poem.

Howbeit the charge Pinson has on me layde
With many fooles our navy not to charge ™.

It was finifhed in the year 1508, and in the college of faint
Mary Ottery, as appears by this rubric, « The Suve or
“ Forvs, tranflated in the colege of faynt Mary Otery, in
the counte of Devonihyre, oute of Laten, Frenche, and
Doch, into Englifhe tonge, by Alekxander Barclay, prefte
and chaplen in the fayd colledge, m.ccccc.vini®  Our au-

(14

144

-

€

! I' prefume this is the fame Sebaftian The printers in their bufynes

Brande, to whom Thomas Acuparius, poet
laoreate, dedicates a volume of Poppius's
works, Argentorat. 1513. fol.  He 1s here
ftyled, * Juris utrinfque doftor, et S. P. Q.
W Argentinenfis cancellarius.” The de-
dication is dated 1311. See Hendreich,
P.\.\i DECT. P- ;'05-

* By Joce Bade. Paris, 1497-

! See THE ProLoGua,

o Fol, 8. In another place he complains
that fome of his sverdes are amis, on ac-
count of the printers nor pevfed fn feicuce.
And adds that,

L.

Vor, 1I.

Do all their workes {peediely and in hafie.
fol. 258. b.
n In folie. A fecond edition, from which
I cite, was printed with his other works, in
the year 1570, by Cawood, in folie, with
curions wooden cuts, taken from Pinfon’s
impreflion, viz. * The Svir or FooLgs,
¢ wherein is fhewed the fally of all Rates,
st with divers other workts adjoined to the
¢t {yme, &c.” This has both Latin and
Englith, But Ames, under Wynkyn de
Worde, recites ¢ The Ship of Fools in this
« World,” 4t0,1517. Hist. PRINT. P. 04
thor's
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242 THEsBHBISTORY -OF

thor's ftanza is verbofe, profaic, and tedious: and for many
pages together, his poetry 1s little better than a trite 110',11'1'.:3'
in verfe. The title promifes much charaéter and pleafantry .
but we fhall be difappointed, if we expe& to find the foibles
of the crew of our fhip touched by the hand of the auther
of the CanTersury TAaLES, Or expofed in the rough yet
ftrong fatire of Pierce Plowman. He fonietimes has a ftroke
of humour: as in the following ftanza, where he wifhes to
take on board the eight fecondaries, or minor canons, of his
college. * Alexander Barclay ad FaTvos, ut dent locum octo
* SECUNDARIIS beatw Mariz de Ottery, qui quidem prima bujus
“ ratis tranftra merentur °.'

Softe, Foolis, fofte, a litle flacke your pace,

Till 1 have fpace you to’ order by degree ;

I have eyght neyghbours, that firft fhall have a place

Within this my fhyp, for they moft worthy be:

They may their learning receyve coftles and free,

Their walles abutting and joining to the fchooles?;

Nothing they can®, yet nought will they learn nor fee,

Therefore fhall they guide this one fhip of fooles.

The ignorance of the Englith clergy is one of the chief ob-

ieCts of his animadverfion. He fays’,
For if one can flatter, and beare a hawke on his fift,
He fhalbe made parfon of Honington or of Clift.

Thefe were rich benefices in the neighbourhood of f{aint Mary
Ottery. He difclaims the profane and petty tales of the times.

® Fol. 68.

Exeter. This college was founded in the
eiate church of faint Mary  year 1337,
it s annexed, by the ma- 4 Know,
aificent founder, Grandifon, bithop of * Fol. 2.

T wtite
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I write no jefte ne tale of Robin Hood *,

Nor fowe ne {parkles, ne fede of vicioufnes;
Wile men love vertue, wilde people wantonnes,
It longeth not my fcience nor cuning,

For Philip the {parrow the dirige to fing.

The laft line is a ridicule on his cotemporary Skelton, who
wrote a LiTiLe Boke or Puizie Sparrow, or a Dirge,

For the foule of Philip Sparrow
That was late {laine at Carow, &c'.

And in another place, he thus cenfures the fafhionable read-
ing of his age: much in the tone of his predeceflor Hawes.

For goodly feripture is not worth an hawe,

But tales are loved ground of ribaudry,

And many are fo blinded with their foly, .
That no fcriptur thinke they fo true nor gode

As is a foolifh jeft of Robin hode”.

As a fpecimen of his general manner, I infert his charaltek
of the Student, or Bookworm : whom he fuppofes to be the
Firlt Fool in the vefiel,

That ¥ in this fhip the chicfe place I governe,
By this wide fea with foolis wandering,

The caufe is plaine and eafy to difcerne ;
Still am I bufy bookes aflembling,

*Fol, 213.

t See Skelton’s Worxs, p. 215. edit.
1736. This will be mentioned again,
below.

% Fol. 25,

» 1 fubjoin the Latin from which he
tranflates, that the reader may judge how
njuch i our poet’s own, fol. 1. &

1iz

Primus in excelfo teneo quod nave rumdentes,

h!uitivn%-'m'qun fequor comites per flumina
valls

MNon matione vacxt certa, fenfuque latent: =

Conpeftis etenim flultus confido libellis ;

Spem quoque, nee parvan, congeflz volo-.
mina prabent.

Calleo nec verbum, neclibridentio mentem:,

Attamen

i,
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For to have plentie it is a pleafaunt thing,
In my conceyt, to have them ay in h: md
But what thl_.:\ meane do I not unc!u{’mnfh

But yet I have them in great reverence
And honour, faving tlu.m from filth and ordure;
By often brufshing and much diligence,

Full goodly bounde in pln{'m 1t coverture
Of 11*1[11Lm, fattin, or els of velvet pure”:
I k_hpu them fure fearing leaft they fhould be loft
For in them is the cunning w herein I me boaft.

3ut if it fortune that any Iearned man

Within my houfe fall to difputation,

I drawe the curtaynes to fhewe my bokes then,

That they of my cunning fhould make probation :

I love not to fall in alterication :

And while the commen, my bookes I turne and winde,
For all 1s in them, and uotlnug in my minde.

Ptolomeus " the riche caufed, longe agone,
Over all the worlde good bookes to be fought,

honore,  Et poffum Rudio focium difponere noftro,
hellis. Qui prome fapiat, doftafque examinet arfes:
itur, inquam, At fi cum dofis verfor, concedere malo
5 librorum culta fupellex Omnia, ne cogar fors verba Latina profari.
ivo contentus opertis,
juvat et me copia fola * Gtudents and monks were antiently the
l.,ullcmﬁnunest om-‘t.s,]nben: binders of books. In the firlt page of a
undique mundo ; manufcript Life of Lontah.‘.lr‘m, this note
sefle putabat:  occurs, ¢ Ex coxjuncTIONE ('D'T']'H'l
ta ar.|u|:=. “* Wyllelmi Edys :"{;'r'ﬂun B. Marie §.

: ¢ Modwenz virginis de Burton fuper Trent
*¢ monachi, dum eiTEt ftudens Oxoniz,
“ A D. moxvir” See MSS. Cotton.
(_I EOPATR, ii. And MSS. Coll. Onek
. 3. et 7. Art. The word Conjunétio
ara. ‘'Fhe book is much older than
is entry.

1 Prolomens Philadelphus, for whom he
quotes Jofephus, lib. xi1

Dane
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Done was his commandement, &c.
* #* e E) #» # # * *

Lo in likewife of bookés I have ftore,

But few I reade, and fewer underftande ;

1 folowe not their doétrine, nor their lore,

It is enough to beare a booke in hande:

It were too much to be in fuch a lande

For to be bounde to loke within the booke

I am content on the fayre coveryng to looke. s

Eche is not lettred that nowe is made a lorde,
Nor eche a clerke that hath a benefice ;

They are not all lawyers that plees do recorde,
All that are promoted are not fully wife;

On fuche chance now fortune throwes her dice :
That though one knowe but the yrifhe game
Yet would he have a gentlemans name.

So in likewife, I am in fuch a cafe,

Though I nought can®, I would be called wife;
Alfo 1 may fet another in my place

Which may for me my bookes exercife ;

Or els I will enfue the common guife,

And fay conceds to every argument

Left by much fpeech my Latin fhould be fpent®.

In one part of the poem, Prodicus’s apologue, of Hereules
mecting VirTueE and PLEASURE, is introduced. In the
| fpeech of Prreasure, our author changes his metre; and
breaks forth into a lyrical firain, not totally void of elegance
. and delicacy, and in a rhythmical arrangement adopted
by Gray.

= Know: # Fal, 2.

All
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All my vefture is of golde pure,
My gay ‘chaplet with hu-u fet,
With couverture of fine afure,
In filver met my haire upknet
Softe filke betw ene, left it mig 11" frets

My purple pall oercovereth .f.'.-[,

Cleare as criftall, no thing egall— ,
With harpe in hande, alway 1 ftande,

Pafling eche houre, in {wete pleafoiir;

A wanton bande, of every lande,

Are in my towre, me to honotr,

Some of valour, fome bare and poore;

Kinges in their pride fit by my fide:

Every frefhe floure, of fwete odours,

To them 1. p‘mndu, that with me bide.—

Whoeer they be, that folowe me,

And gladly flee to my ftandarde,

They thall be free, nor ficke, nor {ee

Adverfitie, and paynées harde.

No poynt of payne fhall he fultayne,

But ]ov fover ayne, while he is l'mr:

No froft ne rayne there fhall diftay 11“

His face by payne, ne hurt his chere.

He fhall his hede caft to no drede

To get the mede " and lawde of warre;

Nor yet have nede, for to,take hede,

How battayles fpede, but ftande afarre.

Nor yet be bounde to care the founde

Of man or grounde, or trompet {hrill;

Strokes that redound fhall not mninund..,

Nor fis minde wounde, but if he will, &c*
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All antient fatirical writings, even thofe of an_inferior
caft, have their merit, and deferve attention, as they trani-

® Meed. Reward, < Fol. 241, b, i
mit
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mit pictures of familiar manners, and preferve popular cuf-
toms. In this light, at leaft, Barklay’s Suip or Foovs,
which is a general fatire on the times, will bs found enter-
taining. Nor muft it be denied, that his language is more
cultivated than that of many of his cotemporaries, and that
he contributed his fhare to the improvement of the Englifh
phrafeology. His author, Sebaftian Brandt, appears to have
been a man of univerfal erudition; and his work, for the
moft part, is a tiffue of citations from the ancient poets and

hiftorians.

Barklay’s other pieces are the Mirrour of Goob ManNNERS,

and five EcrLogrs®

The Mirrour. is a tranflation from a Latin elegiac poem,
written in the year 1516, by Dominic Mancini Dg QUATUOR
VirTuTieus. It is in the ballad-ftanza®. Our tranflator,

_ ! He alfo wrote, The fonre of aur mother
; : d by the French king,
fto.—dufiuer 1o Fobu
an 1he Poet.—The Lives of 8. Carba-
8. M. elaly r.-l"."—"T:fff
tuan & dedi-
eft bithop of Ely, and writ=
hor was a monk of Ely.
iome Gallica. ~ John Palf-
fcholar, and "an eminent
preceptonr of the French language abone
the reign of Henry the eighth, and one of
the firft wha publifhed in Englifh a gram-
or {yitem of rales for teach it
fays in his L' Ecla o
; £ Jr\n"n'l',l’..ﬁj:,'. R 4 (] I'j.LI“:f
the mgh'.h. and pril’.‘:{'d (fol. [..ur_J.} mn
1530, that our anthor Barklay wrote a
wact on this fubjed at the command of
Thomas deke of Naorfolk, — T4 "

ten while our
—D¢ Prosunt:

l'l-'h'rl'] .'-'5-.-1',
of Num

trauflated into Englifbe by Sxn Arpxan-
»ek Bancrax, pr;:jf,_ld'! the commannad-
mente of the bye and mighty privce Thomas
duke off Nerfolt, In two editions, by Pin-
fon, of t works both in folio, and in

the pablic library at Cambridge, the Latin
and i.‘}ngliﬂ] are PTEu:L':l together., ‘The
Latin is dedicated to Veley bifhop of Exe-
ter, and dated **ex Cellula Hatfeld regis
[ ¢. Kings Hatfield, Hertfordfhire] iii, 1d.
Navemb.” A new edition, without the
Latin and the two dedications, was printed
by . Waley, 1557, 4to.—Orationes warse,
—De fide Ortheioxa.—"To thefe I add,
what does not deferve mention in the text,
a poem trandlated from the French, called
The Caster or Lamounre, mberein i
viches, aevtne, and benor. It is of fome
length, and an allepory ; in which Lady
Reason conquers Defpair, Poverty, and
other evils, which attend a poor man lately

The P e begins, ** Yemor-
*¢ tal people that ( to obtayne.”” The

poem [ 5, * In mulyng an cvenynge
**with me was none.™  Printed for Wyn-
ken de Worde, 1506, 4t0." And again by
Pinfon, without date. 4to. Tn feven-lined
ftanzas. By miltake I' have mentioned this

piece 85 anonymous, fupr. p. 200,
¢ Printed as above, -1570. fol.  And by
Pinfon, at the command of Richard earf
of Kent. Without date, 4to. The Latin
elegiacs are printed in the margin, which
have been frequently printed. Ar Bafil,
1543-
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248 THE HISTORY OF

as appears by the addrefs prefixed, had been rr:que{'tcd by fir
Giles Alyngton to abridge, or modernife, Gower's ConrEssio
AmanTis. But the poet declined this undertaking, as un-
fuitable to his age, infirmities, and profeflion; and chofe
rather to oblige his patron with a grave fyftem of ethics,
It is certain that he made a prudent choice. The perfor-
mance thews how little qualified he was to correct Gower.
Our author’s Ecroces, I believe, are the firft that ap-
peared in the 1-311gii1'!1 language’. ‘They are, like Petrarch’s
and Mantuan’s®, of the moral and fatirical kind ; and con-
tain but few touahﬂ of rural dt.!ulptmn and bucolic mﬂb\.-
ry. They feem to have been written about the year 1514
The three firft are paraphrafed, with very large additions,
from the Miser12 Currarium of Eneas Sylvius', and treat
of the Miferyes of Courtiers and Courtes of all Princes in general.
The fourth, in which is introduced a long poem in ftanzas,
called the Tower of Vertue and Honour !‘, o,l‘ the bebaviour of
riche men agaynft poetes. ‘The fifth, of the difputation of citizens
and men of the country. Thele paftorals, if they deferve the
name, contain many allufions to the times. The poet is

1543. At Antwerp, 1559. With the b Becaufe he praifes ¢ noble Henry
epigram of Peter Carmelian annexed. And  * which now departed Jare” Afterwards
often before. Laftly, at the end of Mar-  he falls into a lo yric on_his {uc-
TiINT Braccarenfis Fermula bonsfle Fits cellonr Henry the eig Ecroc. 1. As
Helmftad. 16g1. 8vo. They are ded:cmed he does in the Suir or FooLzs, fol.
¢t Frederico Severinati :.p11c0pc Mallea-  zog. a. where he fays,

€ confi.” Tut’\- firlk |l'mt_u|,._1 at Iunlu, . 3 |
1516:  See Trithemius, Lnnu:'nmg anp- 1 his noble "“1"'“- beginneth vertuoufly

thu of his poems, Mancini’s, D¢ paffone
dominiy Cap. 995.
I 1:'1‘_ ited as above, 1570, fol. Firft, I
- ¥ s
Believe, by 1111mp hry Powell. 4to, With-

¢ Jerufalem
and compares him to

from the B
les, &c.

Hercuales, A

out date. Perhaps about 1
& Whom he mentior r ! That is pope Prus the l'e..cn-. \*1‘0
LoGEs. Ecrog. 1. Pror. died in 1464. This piece |

i EpisT, cLvIL
) g '1'1t-.¢t he fame wayes,
IJ.IH.-\H.H Baptift Mant tuan k It is properly an elegy on the deal
! rt fince poets firlk began,  the duke of Norfolk, lord high at dmiral,
And } rau mus l’stn ke alfo in 1[11}, &c.

l}t'oli}:
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prolix in his praifes of Alcock bithop of Ely, and founder

of Jefus college in Cambridge .

Yes fince his dayes a cocke was in the fen'
I knowe his voyce among a thoufand men

»

He laught, he preached, he mended every wrong ;
But, Coridon, alas no good thing bideth long !

He All was a Cock®, he wakened us from flepe,
And while we flumbered, he did our foldes kepe.
No cur, no foxes, nor butchers dogges wood,
Could hurte our fouldes, his watching was fo good.
The hungry wolves, which that time did abounde,
What time he crowed *, abathed at the founde.
This cocke was no more abathed of the foxe,

Than is a lion abathed of an oxe.

¥ This very learned and manificent pre-
late defervedly pofiefed fome of the higir:ft
dignities in church and ftate. He was ap-
pointed bithop of Ely in 1486, He died
at Witbich, 1501. See Whart, Asct.
Sace. i. 675, Bor. 381, Roffle fays, that
he was tutor to prince Edward, afterwards
Edward the fifth, but removed by the king’s
uncle Richard, Roffe, 1 think, is the only
hiftorian who records this anecdote: Hist.
Rzc. AnGL. p. 212, edit, Hearn.

! The ifle of Ely.

= Arcock.

" Among Wren's manufcript ColleSions,
{Rc%ﬂr. parv. Confiftorii Elieniis, called
the BLack Boox.) the following curious
memorial, concerning a long fermon preach-
ed by Alcock at faint Mary’s in Cam.
bridge, occurs,  “ I, Alcock, divina aras
** ta epifcopus Elienfis prima die domini-
3, 1488, bonum et Slandun Termonem
* predicavit in ecclefia B. Mariz Canta-
** brig. qui incepit in hora prima poft me-
ridiem et duravic in horam tertiam et
ultra.” e fometimes, and even in the
epifeopal charalter, condefcended to fport
with his own name. He publified an ad-
drefi to the clerpy affembled atBarnwell,
ander the title ofiG s Ln1 canT vs ad confras

Vol. II.

K k

tres fuos curater in fynede apud Barnzvell, 23
Sept. 1498, Towhich is annexed his Cox-
STITUTION for celebrating certatn feafts in
his diocefe. Printed for Pinlon, 1498, 4to.
In the beginningis the figure of the bifhop
preaching to his clergy, with two cocks on
cach fide. And there is a cock in the firft
page. By the way, Alcock wrote many
other pieces. The Hrvr or Perescri-
o%, from the Latin. For Pinfon, .14g7.
qto. For Wynlyn de Worde, 1497, 4to0.
Again, for the (ame, 1501, 4to. TaE
Awey or THE Hovy Guost that fhall
be fowmied and grounded in a elear confelence,
in which abbey all duwell tnuenty and nine
ladies ghefily. For the fame, 1531, 4t0.
Apain, for the fame, without date, but
before 1500. 4to. At the end, ¢ Thus
““ endeth without boft, The Abby of the
“ holi goft.”” [See M8S. Harl. 5272, 3

—1704. 9. fol. 32. b. And MSS.C.C.C,
Oxon. ‘v55. And MSS. More, 191.]
Srousace or A Vircin 1o CHrisT,
1486, qro. HomeLiz vunGazes. Me-
DITATIONES PLE. A fragment of 2 com-
ment upon the Sevex Pemirvanrian
Psarms, in Englith verfe, is {uppofed to
be by bifiop Alcock;, MSS. Harl. 1704,

4.fol. 13.
When
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250 THE HISTORY OF

When he went, faded the floure of al the fen;
I boldly {weare this cocke trode never hen!
Aleock, while living, erected a beautiful fepulchral chapel
in his cathedral, ftill remaimng, but miferably defaced. To
which the fhepherd alludes in the lines that follow:

This was the father of thinges paftorall,

And that well fheweth his cathedrall.

There was I lately, aboute the midft of May:
Coridon, his church is twenty fith more gay
Then all the churches between the fame and Kent;
There fawe I his tombe and chapel excellent.—
Our parifhe church is but a dongeon

To that gay churche in comparifon.—

When I fawe his figure lye in the chapel fide, &c®.

In another place he thus reprefents the general lamentation
for the death of this worthy prelate: and he rifes above
himfelf in deferibing the fympathy of the towers, arches;
vaults, and images, of Ely monaftery.

The pratie palace by him made in the fen’,
The maidés, widowes, the wives, and the men,
With deadly dolour were pearfed to the hearte,
When death conftraynd this fhepherd to departe.
Corne, grafle, and fieldes, mourned for wo and payne,
For oft his prayer for them obtayned rayne.
The pleafaunt floures for him faded eche one.—
The okés, elmés: every forte of dere®
Shrunke under fhadowes, abating all their chere.
e EgrLoa. i. Signat. A, jii. Rattes and myfe and fuch {mal dere
? He rebuilt, or atly improved, the Was his meate that feven yere.
epifcopal palace at Ely. ;. o AR O I r. Percy
¢ Beafts, quadrupeds of all kinds. So Whance “L"“{.}'m""_ poacs o6 D r..]fn';
in the romance of S¥r Bevis, Signat has obferved, the well-known duics &
!J.'l :;j" e EV1S, SIgNAat.  she madman in Kixc LEaR, ACT M. 9G4
g Mice

a




ENGLISH

POETRY.

251

The mightie walles of Ely monaftery,

The ftonés, rockes, and towres femblably,

The marble pillours, and images eche one,

Swete all for forrowe, when this cocke was gone, &c .

It {hould be remembered, that thefe paftorals were probably
written while our poet was a monk of Ely: and although
Alcock was then dead, yet the memory of his munificence
and piety was recent in the monaftery '

Speaking of the dignity and antiquity of fhepherds, and
particularly of Chrift at his birth being firft feen by fhep-
herds, he {eems to defcribe fome large and fplendid picture of
the }Iativlty painted on the walls of Ely cathedral,

I fawe them myfelfe well paynted on the wall,

Late galing upon our churche cathedrall :

I faw great wethers, in picture, and {mall lambes,
Daunfing, fome {leping, fome fucking of their dams ;
And fome on the grounde, mefemed, lying ftill:
Then fawe I horfemen appendant of an hill ;

And the three kings, with all their company,

Their crownes gliftering bright and oriently,

With their prefents and giftes mifticall :

All this behelde I in pifture on the wall".

Mice and rats and {uch fmall deere
Have been Tom’s food for feven long yeere,

It cannot now be donbted, that Shakefpeare
in this Paﬂ}.gu wrote “deery inftead of reer
or cheer, which have. been conjec'turally
fubftituted by his commentators.

*EcL. 11

* He alfo compliments Alcock’s prede-
ceffour Moreton, -afterwards archbifhop of
Canterbury: not withont an allufion to his
tréubles, and reftoration to favour, under

Richard the third and Henry the feventh.
Eat, iii,

k 2

And fhepheard MoreTox, when he durit
riot appeare,

Howe his olde fervauntes were carefull of
his chere :

In payne and pleafour they kept fidelitie,

Till grace agayne gave him anthoritie, &c.

And again, Eci, iill.

Micene [Mecenas] and MorETon be deade
and gone certaine.

The Deare of Poavles, T ﬂ:lpj:le{l} dean
Colet, is celebrated as a preacher, ibid.
Asis, * The glde friar that wonned in
¢t Greenwich,” EoL.v.

+EGL. ¥»

Virgil's
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Virgil's poems- are thus charatterifed, in fome of the beit
turned lines we find in thefe paftorals :

He funge of fieldes, and tilling of the grounde,
Of fhepe and oxen, and battayle did he founde ;
So fhrille he founded in termes eloquent

I trowe his tunes went to the firmament®

He gives us the following idea of the {ports, fpeltacles,
and pleafures, of his age.

ooy Ly Ly Ly L Ly Ly Loy L e L el S L Ly oy

Some men deliteth beholding men to fight,

Or goodly knightes in pleafaunt apparayle,

Or fturdie fouldiers in bright harnes and male”.
Some glad is to fee thefe ladies beauteous,
Goodly appoynted in clothing fumpteous :

A number of people appoynted in like wife ”
In coftly clothing, after the neweft gife;
Sportes, difgifing”, fayre courfers mount and praunce,
Or goodly ladies and knightes fing and daunce:

To fee fayre houfes, and curious picture,

Or pleafaunt hanging *, or fumpteous vefture,

Of filke, of purpure, or golde mofte orient,

And other clothing divers and excellent:

Hye curious buildinges, or palaces royall,

Or chapels, temples fayre and fubftanciall,

Images graven, or vaultes curious”;

Gardeyns, and meadowes, or places © delicious,

Forefts and parkes well furnifhed with dere, i
Cold pleaufant ftreames, or wellés fayre and clere,

Curious cundytes, &c°.

51
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v EgL, ivs ¥ Roofs, curionfly vanlted.
* Armour and coats of mail. ¢ Houfes, Seats.
¥ Apparelled in uniform, ¢ Fetr.ii. 1 fhall here throw topether

in the Notes, fome traits in thefe Eclogues

= Malgues, &¢,
of the common cuftoms and MmAanuErs et
L

s Tapellry.
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We have before feen, that our author and Skelton were
rivals. He alludes to Skelton, who had been laureated at

Oxford, in the following lines.

the times. A fhepherd, after mentioning
his [kill in fhooting birds with a bow, fays,
Ecr. 1.
Ne fhephearde throweth the axlesree fo farre.
A gallant is thus defcribed, Ecr. ii,
For women afe to love them moft of all,
Which boldly bofteth, or that can fing and
jet: : X -
Whiche hath the maiftry oftimes in tourna-
ment, .
Or that can gambauld, or dance feat and
gent.
The following forts of wine are recited,
Eqt. ii.
As mulcadell, caprike, romney, and mal-
mefy,
From Genoe brought, from Greece, or
Hungur}'_

As are the dainties of the table, ibid.
A thepherd at court muft not think to ear,

Swanne, nor heron,
Curlewe, nor crane,

Again, ibid.

What fithe is of favour fwete and delicions,—

Rofted or fodden in fivere herbes or wine ;

Or fried in oyle, moft fuporous and fine.—

— The pafties of a hart,——

"The crane, the fefaunt, the pecocke, and
curlewe,

The partriche, plover, bittorn, and heron-
fewe t——

Seafoned fo well in licour redolent,

That the hall is full of pleafant fmell and
{fent,

At a feaft at court, ibid.

Slowe be the fewers in ferving in alway,

Bur fwift be they after, taking the meate
away :

A fpeciall cuftom is ufed them amange,

No good dithe to fuffer on borde to be long;:

If the difhe be pleafaunt, eyther flethe or
fithe,

Ten hanides at once fivarme in the difhe:

And if it be flefhe ten knives thall thou fes

Mangling the Befhe, and in the platter flee:

To put there thy handes is perill without
fayle,

Without a gauntlet or els a glove of mayle.

The two lalt lines remind ws of a fay-
ing of Quin, who declared it was not fafe
to fit down toa turtle-feaft in one of the
city-halls, without a bafket-hilted knife
and fork. Not that I fuppofe Quin bor-
rowed his bon mots from black letter books.

The following lines point cut fome of
the feftive tales of our anceftors. Eow, iv.

Vet would I gladly heare fome mery rir

Of Mayde Marian, or els of Robin Hood ;

Or Bentley’s Ale which chafeth well the
blood,

Of Perte of Norwich, or fauce of Willer tom,

Or buckifh Toby well-ftuffed a5 a ton.

He mentions Bewley’s Ale, which mabeth
we 1o auinke, EoL. 1L

Some of our antient domeftic paftimes
and amufements are recorded, KoL, iv.

Then is it pleafire the yonge maydens
amon

To watwche by the fire the winter-nightds
long :

And in the athes fome playés for to marke,

To cover wardens [pears] for faulte of other
warke:

To tafte white fhevers, and to make pro-
phitroles ;

And, aftir talking, oftimes to fill the bowles,
&c.

He mentions fome mufical inflruments,
Ect, ii.
— — — Methinkes no mirth is fcant,
Where no rejoyfing of minitrelfie doth want :
The bagpipe or fiddle to us is deleftable, &c,
And the mercantile commeoditics of dif-
ferent countries and cities, Eouw. iv,
England hath-cloth, Bordeus hath flore of
WIRE,
Cornwalle hath tinne, and Lymfler wooles
fine,
I.cll‘_’l’.}n
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Then is he decked as poefe laureate,

When ftinking Thais made him her graduate :—
If they have {melled the artes triviall,

They count them poets f-y and beroicall”.

The TowRrE of VERTUE AND HoNoOUR, introduced as a fong
of one of the thepherds into thefe paftorals, exhibits no very
mafterly ftrokes of a {fublime and inventive fancy. It has
much of the trite JleSu\, ufually a H:md in the ﬁmrmatmn
of thefe ideal edifices. however, {hews our author in a
new walk of poetry. ]l‘l.lb nmyuhcm* tower, or <aftle, 1
built on inacceflible cliffs of flint: the walls are of -mld
bright as the fun, and decorated with olde bifforyes and pictures
manyfelde : the turrets are beautifully l}mpul Among its
heroic inhabitants are king Henry the eighth, Howard duke
of Norfolk, and “the carl of ‘«]nuulnnv Lagour is the
porter at the gate, and VIRTUE governs the houfe. LaBour
is thus pi¢tured, with fome degree of fpirit.

Fearfull is Lasour, without favour at all,
Dreadfull of vifage, a monfter intraltable;
Like Cerberus lying at gates infernall ;

To fome men his looke is halfe intollerable,
His fhoulders large for burden ftrong and able,
His bodie briftled, his necke mightie and {hiffe;
By fturdie finewes his joynts ﬁlomf and ftable,
L1kc marble ftones his handés be as ftiffe.

Iondon hath fcarlet, and Briftowe pleafiamt Y clappe your handes and to the makinge
red, &c. harke,
And one fay to another, lo here a proper
Of fongs at feafts, Ec1. iv. warke.
He fays that minftrels and fingers a%
When your fat dithes {moke hot upon your  highly favoured at court, efpeci l”\' hofe
table, of the Frea -".l-' EcL, il "‘LUU "ﬂ
"Then laude ye fonges and balades magnifie, and pigers, Eci. iv.

If they be mezry, or written craftely, ¢ EoL. iv.

Here
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Here muft man vanquifh the dragon of Cadmus,
Gainft the Chimere here ftoutly muft he fight;
Here muft he vanquifh the fearfull Pegafus,

For the golden flece here muft he fhewe his might:
If Lagour gainfay, he can nothing be right:
This monfter Larsour oft changeth his figure,
Sometime an oxe, a bore, or lion wight,

Playnely he feemeth thus changeth his nature.

Like as Protheus ofte changeth his ftature.

i o Sl s AL T

Under his browes he dreadfully doth lowre

With gliftering eyes, and fide-dependant beard,
For thirft and hunger alway his chere is foure,

His horned forehead doth make faynt hearts afeard.

Alway he drinketh, and yet alway 1s drye,
The f{weat diftilling with droppes abundant, &c.

The poet adds, that when the noble Howard had long
boldly contended with this hideous monfter, had broken the
bars and doors of the caftle, had bound the porter, and was
now preparing to afcend the tower of Virtue and Honour,
ForTune and DeaTw appeared, and interrupted his progrefs ’.

The firt modern Latin Bucolics are thofe of Petrarch, in
number twelve, written about the year 1350% The Eclo-
gues of Mantuan, our author's model, appeared about the
year 1400, and were followed by many others. Their number
multiplied fo foon, that a collection of thirty-cight modern
bucolic poets in Latin was printed at Bafil, in the year 1546"
Thefe writers judged this indirect and difguifed mode of
dialogue, confifting of fimple charatters which fpoke freely
and plainly, the moft fafe and convenient vehicle for abufing

¢t EqL, iv, b Viz, xexviil. Aursoris Bucornici,
T 1bid. Bafil. 1546. 8vo.

HBCCO[.]E‘DRL’M E.CLUG,"E‘; XIl,.
the




ES15151515915151

=3

L

E

SIS ISISISISIEISISISIS IS 1S 1515)

W
I
L
"
-
i
i
-
uj
1]
i

15

eISIEIS15]E

SIETSIEISE

256 THE HISTORY OF

the corruptions of the church.

Mantuan became {o popular,

as to acquire the eftimatioh of a claffic, and to be taught in
fchools. Nothing better proves the reputation in which this
writer was held, than a fpeech of Shakefpearc’s pedant, the
pedagogue Holofernes. ** Faufle, precor, gelida quands pecus

 omne fub whno', and fo forth.

Ah, good old ManTyvan!

I maif fpeak of thee, as the traveller doth of Venice, ¥i-

(43
« rpan! Old -"‘\*I-L.\"ru.-m'!
¢ loveth thee not*.”

negta, Vinegia, chi non te ved,
Who underftandeth thee not,
But although Barklay copies Mantuan,

et non te pregia. Old Man-

the recent and ﬂ.p:uatc: publicati{}n in England of Virgil's bu-

colics, by Wynkyn de Worde ,

might partly {Lt“'”'tﬂ: the

new idea of this kind of poetry.

With what avidity the Italian and French poets, in their
refpective languages, entered into this fpecies of compofition,
when the rage of Latin verfification had fubfided, and for
the pmpofc above-mentioned, 1s an mquuv referved for a
future period. I fhall only add here, that before the clofe
of the fifteenth century, Virgil's bucolics were tranflated
into Italian®, by Bernardo Pulci, Foffa de Cremona, Beni-

vieni, and Fiorimi Buoninfegni.

! One of Mantuan’s lines. Famaby in
his Preface to Martial fays, that Fauffe
precor gelida, was too often preferred to
Arma wirwmgue cane. I think there is an
old black letter tranflanion of Mantoan into
Englith. Another tranflation appeared by
one Thomas Harvey, 1656. Mantnan
was three times printed in England before
the year 16co. Viz. B. Manwani Carme-
litze theologi AporescenTia fen Buco-
Lica.  With the commentary of Jodocus
Badips. Exced. G. Dewes and H, Marthe,
1584. 12mo. Again, for the {fame, the
iame year, 12mo. Again, for Robert
Dexter, 1598. 1zmo. With Arguments to
the Ic]ugu{vs, and Notes by }ohn Mur-
melios, &c.

ELove’s Las. L, Act iv. Sc. 1

P Bycotica Virciin cHm cammento
Jan ie At the end, Ao juwewes fuyus

ﬂ]’;”? "J..IJ;' f 8‘9‘!’ ” (l’")]?"‘)h’!’ﬁ !E. n"’ Terp
vill Aprilir. 410. And they were, reprint-
ed bv the fame, 1514, and 1516,

m iz, La Bucorica pr VirciLio
per Fratrem Evanpeliftam Fossa de Cre-
mona ord. fe.m—um In Venezia, 1464
4to. Buor thirteen years earlier we find,
Bernardo Purci nella Bueorica di Vi
gilio: di Jeronimo Bewivizxi, Jacopo
Frorino 'Bunnmjeqm de Sienna: ]:'.p1ﬂu]e
di Luca Pulei. In Firenze, puE.u’tn pmen
Mifcomini, 1484, A dedication 15 per-
ﬁ}:::d, 1‘.-}' \\.'hi.ch it appears, that Buonio-
i wrote 2 PrscaTory EcLOGUE, 'J‘n
firll ever W n in Traly, in the'year
There was a fecond edition of Fulci’s ver-
fion, La Bucorica di VireiLio -
dotta per Bernardo Purci con VElegie
In Fiorenza, 1494,

SECT,




	Seite 240
	Seite 241
	Seite 242
	Seite 243
	Seite 244
	Seite 245
	Seite 246
	Seite 247
	Seite 248
	Seite 249
	Seite 250
	Seite 251
	Seite 252
	Seite 253
	Seite 254
	Seite 255
	Seite 256

