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ENGLISH POETELY. 25%

M L, Oy Y. /2,

T 1s not the plan of this work to comprehend the Scotch

poetry. But when I confider the clofe and national con-
nection between England and Scotland in the progrefs of
manners and literature, I am fenfible I thould be guilty of a
partial and defeCtive reprefentation of the poetry of the
former, was I to omit in my feries a few Scotch writers, who
have adorned the prefent period, with a degree of fentiment
and {pirit, a command of phrafeology, and a fertility of
imagination, not to be found in any Englilh poet fince
Chaucer and Lydgate: more efpecially as they have left
ftriking fpecimens of allegorical invention, a fpecies of com-
pofition which appears to have been' for fome time almoft
totally extinguifhed in England.

The firft T fhall mention is William Dunbar, a native of
Salton in Eaft Lothian, about the year 1470. His molt ce-
lebrated poems are The THisTLE AND THE Rosg, and TrE
Gorpen TERGE.

The TuisTLe AND THE Rose was occafioned by the mar-
riage of James the fourth, king of Scotland, with Margaret
Tudor, eldeft daughter of Henry the feventh, king of
England : an event, in which the whole future political ftate
of both nations was vitally interefted, and which ultimately
produced the union of the two crowns and kingdoms. It
was finifhed on the ninth day of May in the year 1503,
nearly three months before the arrival of the queen in Scot-
land: whofe progrefs from Richmond to Edinburgh was
attended with a greater magnificence of parade, proceffions,
and’ {pcctacles, than I ever remember to have feen on any
fimilar eccafion®. It may be pertinent to premife, that Mar-

* See a memoir, cited above, in Leland’s  that during this expedition there was in the
Cory. tom. 5i. ArrExD. edit. 1770. p.  magnificént fuite of the princefs a company

265. It is worthy of particular notice, of players, under the diretion of one john
Vol. I1. i i | Inglilh,
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garet was a fingular patronefs of the Scotch poetry, now he

ginning to Hmmlh Her

-

bounty is thus celebrated by

Stewart of Lorne, in a Scotch poem, called LrrcEes oF THis

NEW YEIR DAY, written in the year 1¢

Grit god relief * Mara:

\RET our quene!
For and {cho war and {cho has bene ¢

Scho wold be larger of lufray *
Than all the laif that I of mene®
For lerges ' of this new-yeir day®.

Dunbar’s THisTLE anxDp Rose is opened with the follow-
ing ftanzas, which are remarkable for their defcriptive and

plﬁtmu{qm beauties.

Quhen * Merche was with variand windis pait,
And A}}p-’:lwll had with her filver thouris

Tane leif ' of Nature,

with ane orient blaft,

J'm{l lufty May, that muddir *is of flouris
Tad maid the b11dld to begyn thair houris ',

Ing:iﬂ:, who is fometimes called Johan
Amonge the faide lordes and
was in order, _;unamcn 1r'c_ his
ot p.- >, the menftrells of m
267, See alfo, p. z0g
In the midft of a moft fple
the princefs rode on horfe-
Lngmlo the city of Edinburgh, p. 287,
ds the ceremonies q-E' ‘h“

equal, in mag im:.hu, .*aruE &) E_cl"-ce, to
hat of J{.lh Iu l'.uc: {LL(JIH‘ witl

d Jr.1|r|u5.: 1 with
the moft mi nute circum tances, the drefles
of the king new queen, the names
of the Fr and Eng

tended, the prLﬁlls one of which 15 a
golden cop ftadded with jewels, and worth
three thonfand poonds, given on both fides,
[Ilr banquets, entertainment 1||L,l_',f
of other curious pa rnc.‘lur;. in five large
vellum pages, in an antient Regifter of

Merton priory in Sarrey, in old French.
MSS. Lavp, E. s fol. 105. bi Bibl.
Bodl. Oxon. Froiffart, who is moft com-
:11011].»' prolix in t||-|"{':i|\1'r:[|‘ pompois Cere-
monies, might have greatly enriched his
‘1Cu}l1|L of th {ame mv‘ ,-ct"|111u1 from
d ant h-.nnc re "r'd See his
penult.

S 7 275+ Cap. cexvi, edit.

| help, &c.
s t0 do as {he has done.

attin orifons, From Hore in the
miflal. So-again in the GoLpan TERGE,
St.ii. Where he alfo calls the birds the
chapel-clarkes

e e
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Amang the tendir odouris reid and quhyt,
Qubhois harmony to heir it was delyt :

In bed at morrow {leiping as I lay,

Methoét Aurora, with her eriftall enc

In at the window lukit " by the day,

And halfit * me with vifage pale and grene;

On quhois hand a lark fang, fro the fplenc®,
« Awak, luvaris®, out of your flemering?,
¢ Se how the lufty morrow doth upfpring!”

Methoct frefhe May befoir my bed upitude,

In weid * depaynt of mony diverfe hew,

Sober, benygn, and full of manfuetude,

In bright atteir of flouris forgit new*,

Hevinly of color, quhyt, reid, brown, and blew,
Balmit in dew, and gilt with Phebus’ bemys;
Quhil al the houfe illumynit of her lemys ',

Mav then rebukes the poet, for not rifing early, accord-
ing to his annual cuftom, to celebrate the approach of the
fpring ; efpecially as the lark has now announced the dawn
of day, and his heart in former years had always,

chapel-clarkes of Venus, St. iil. In the
CoveTe oF Love, Chaucer introduces
the birds finging a mafs in honour of May.
Edit. Usr, p. 570, ¥ 1353: feq.

On May-day, when the larke began w ryft,
To MaTTixs went the loftic nighingale.

He begins the fervice with Dimire labia.
The cagle fings the [eaire. The popingay
Celi enarrant, The peacock Dominus reg-
mawvit. 'The owl Bemedicite. The Te Beum
is converted into Te Dewm Amoris, and
fung by the thrath, fec. &c. Skelten, in
the Boxz or Pririe Separrow, ridicules
the miflal, in fuppofing various parts of it
to be fung by birds, p. 226. edit. Lond,
17359, tzmo. Mouch the {fame fort of fic-

L1z

tion occurs in Sir David Lyndefay’s Cowm-
PLAYNT OF THE PAPYNGO, edit, ut infr.
SicwaT. B, 1l
Suppofe the peis and hennis fuld cry alarum,
Apdwe fall lrl.'r\'t‘_.";’.'m.':."nm IJ';'IM Sﬂrwv.', &,

= [ ooked.

* Hailed.

© With good will.

¥ Lovers,

1 Slumbering.

T Attire.

* From Chancer, Mizrer’s Tars, v,
147. p. 25. U
Full brightir was the fhining of hir hewe
Than in the Towre the noble forged menve.

t Brightnefs,

Loudly.

— glaid
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260 TIREFTHAESTORY OF

— — — glaid and blifsful bene
Sangis * to mak undir the levis grene *.

The poet replies, that the {pring of the prefent year was un-
promifing and ungenial ; unattended with the ufual fong of
birds, and ferenity of fky: and that ftorms and fhowers, and
the loud blafts of the horn of Jkrd Eolus, had ufurped her
mild dominion, and hitherto prevented him from wandering
at leifure under the vernal branches. Mav rejets his ex-
cufe, and with a fmile of majefty commands him to arife,
and to perform his annual homage to the flowers, the birds,
and the fun. They both enter a delicious garden, filled with
the richeft colours and odours. The fun fuddenly appears
in all his glory, and is thus defcribed in the luminous lan-
guage of Lydgate.

The purpour fone, with tendir bemys reid,

In orient bricht as angell did appeir,

Thorow goldin fkyis putting up his heid,
Qubois gilt treffis {chone fo wondir cleir,
That all the world take comfort far and neir”.

Immediately the birds, like the morning-ftars, finging fo~
gether, hail the unufual appearance of the fun-fhine.

And, as the blifsful fone of cherarchy?,

The fowlis fung throw comfort of the licht;
The burddis did with eppin voices cry,

¢ Q luvaris, fo away thow dully nicht,

“ And weleum day that comfortis every wicht.

* Sangs. And makith it out of his flepe to flerte;
. T 3 = R | g 3
* St iv, See Chaucer’s Kwicrr's  And fayth, aryfe, and do May obfervaunce
TaLE, V. 1042+ P+ §: Urr. &ec.
She w rifin, and all redie dight, ¥ St vin

rchy. See Jom, ch
ing-ftars- finging

Eor May will have no 1l 5 :
The feafon prikkith every gentill herte; v. 7. 'The mor
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 Hail May, hail Flora, hail Aurora fchene,
“ Hail princes Nature, hail Venus luvis quene®,

Nature is then introduced, iffuing her interdict, that the
progrefs of the {pring fhould be no longer interupted, and
that Neptune and Eolus fhould ceafe from difturbing the
waters and air.

Dame Nature gaif an inhibitioun thair,

To fers Neptune, and Eolus the bauld®,
Nocht to perturb the wattir nor the air;
And that no fchouris® nor blaftis cawld
Effray fuld * floris, nor fowlis on the fauld;
Scho bad eke Juno goddes of the fky

That fcho the hevin fuld amene and dry *.

This preparation and fufpence are judicious and ingenious;
as they give dignity to the fubject of the poem, awaken our
curiofity, and introduce many poetical circumftances. Na-
TUrRE immediately commands every bird, beaft, and flower,
to appear in her prefence; and, as they had been ufed to do
every May-morning, to ackmowledge her univerfal fove-
reignty. She fends the roe to bring the beafts, the fwallow
to collect the birds, and the yarrow ‘ to fummon the flowers.
They are affembled before her in an inftant, The lion ad-
vances firft, whofe figure is drawn with great force and
expreflion.

8 St ix, meffage to the flowers; but that its name
b Bold. has been fuppofed to be derived from Ar-
€ Read Scho-n-ris. roar,. being held a remedy for healing
d Should hurt. E wounds infliCted by that weapon. The
e 5t. x. poet, to apologife for his boldnefs in per-

! The yarrow is- Achillea, or Millefolium,  fonifying a plant, has added, * full. craf-
sommonly called Snee/avors, There isno ¢ tely conjurit fcho.” St xii,
seafon for felefling this plant to go on &

This
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This awefull beift full terrible was of cheir,
Perfing of luke, and ftout of countenance,
Ryght ftrong of corps, of faffoun fair but feir® :
Lufty of thaip, lycht of deliverance,
Reid of his cullour as the ruby glance,
In field of gold he ftude full mychtely
With floure de lucis firculit” Tuftely .

This is an eclegant and ingenious mode of blazoning the
Scottifh arms, which are a lion with a border, or treffure,
adorned with flower de luces. We fhould remember, that
heraldry was now a fcience of high importance and efteem.
Narure lifting up his cluvis clesr, or fhining claws, and
fuffering him to reft on her knee, crowns him with a
radiant diadem of precious ftones, and creates him the king
of beafts: at the fame time fhe injoins him to exercife juf-
tice with mercy, and not to fuffer his fubjeéts of the {fmalleft
fize or degree, to be opprefled by thofe of fuperiour ftrength
and dignity, This part of NaTURE’s charge to the lion, 18
clofed with the following beautiful ftroke, which indicates |
the moral tendernefs of the poet’s heart. '
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And lat no bowgle with his bufteous * hornis
The meik pluch ox ' opprefs for all hys pryd,
Bot in the yok go peciable him befyd ™.

She next crowns the eagle king of fowls; and fharpening
his talons like darts of fteel, orders him to govern great and
fmall, the wren or the peacock, with an uniform and equal
impartiality. I need not point out to my reader the politi-
cal leflons couched under thefe commands. NATURE now
calls the flowers ; and obferving the thiftle to be furrounded
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# Fierce.  Boifterons. Strong. l
y h Encircled. ! Plough-ox. i
1.5t xiv. w8t xvi.

with




ENGLISH PDE_TRY. 263

with a bufh of fpears, and therefore qualified for war, gives
him a crown of rubies, and fays, * In field go forth and
¢ fend the laif". The poet continues elegantly to picture
other parts of the royal arms; in ordering the thiftle, who
1s now king of vegetables, to prefer all herbs, or flowers, of
rare virtue, and rich odour: nor ever to permit the nettle to
affociate with the flour de Iys, nor any ignoble weed to be
ranked in competition with the lily. In the next ftanza,
where NaTure diretts the thiftle to honour the rofe above
all other flowers, exclufive of the heraldic meaning, our
author with much addrefs infinuates to king James the
fourth an exhortation to conjugal fidelity, drawn from the
high birth, beauty, and amiable accomplithments, of the
royal bride the princefs Margaret °.

Nor hald no udir flower in fic denty *

#s the frefche Rose, of cullour reid and quhyt;
For gif thou dois?, hurt is thyne honefty,
Confiddering that no flour is fo perfyt,

So full of vertew, pleafans, and delyt,

So ful of blifsfull angelick bewty,

Imperial birth, honour, and dignite".

Narture then addrefles the rofe, whom fhe calls, * O lufty
“ daughter moft benyng,” and whofe lineage the exalts above
that of the lily. This was a preference of Tudor to Valois.

* Defend the reft. * of Gabriell to the Virgyne in faying

* Among the pageants exhibited at E- ¢ fos pratia, and fens after [next,] the
dinborgh in honour-of the nuptials, e * {ollempaizacion of the very marya
was complimented with the following co- ¢ betwix the faid Vierge [Virgin]and Jo-
rious mixmure of claffical and feriptoral hif-  * feph.””  Leland, Cour. i, ArPEND.
tory. * Ny to that crofs was a fearfandt p- 289, ut fupr. Notto mention the great
“ [feaffold] made, where was reprefented  ampropriety, which they did not perceives

=

-

“ Paris and the three Deefles, with Mer-  of applying fuch a part of feripture.
* cure that gaff hym the apyll of gold for P Dainty. Price.

! to gyite to the moft fayre of the Thre, 4 If thou doett.

* which he pave to Venus, In the fear- T St. xxi.

“ Fawit was allo reprefented the Salatacion

She




LSISIS1I5151 5151515151515

151515155 1515151515

1=

EE

u
“
U
-
ui
iy
i
u
My
—
-
-
=
—

eby THE S ST T-OIRY .OF

She crowns the rofe with clarefied gems, the luftre of which
illumines all the land. The rofe is hailed queen by the
flowers. Laft, her praifes are fung by the univerfal chorus
of birds, the found of which awakens the poet from his de-
lightful dream. The fairy fcene is vanifhed, and he calls to
the mufe to perpetuate in verfe the wonders of the iplendid
vifien.

Although much fine invention and fublime fabling are
difplayed in the allegorical vifions of our old poets, yet this
mode of compofition, by dealing only in imaginary per-
{fonages, and by excluding real characters and human aétions,
neceflarily fails in that chief fource of entertainment which
we feek in antient poetry, the reprefentation of antient
manners.

Another general obfervation, immediately refulting from
the fubject of this poem, may be here added, which illuf-
trates the prefent and future ftate of the Scotch poetry. The
marriage of a princefs of England with a king of Scotland,
from the new communication and intercourfe opened between
the two courts and kingdoms by fuch a connection, muft
have greatly contributed to polifh the rude manners, and to
improve the language, literature, and arts, of Scotland.

The defign of Dunbar’s GoLpen TERGE, is to fhew the
gradual and imperceptible influence of love, when too far
indulged, over reafon. The difcerning reader will obferve,
that the caft of this poem is tinctured with the morality and
imagery of the RomaunT or THe Rose, and the Froure
anp Leare, of Chaucer.

The poet walks forth at the dawn of a bright day. The
effeCts of the rifing fun on a vernal landfcape, with its ac-
companiments, are thus delineated in the manner of Lyd-
gate, yet with more ftrength, diftinétnefs, and exuberance
of ornament.

Richte
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Richte as the ftarre of day began to fchyne,
When gone to bed was Vefper and Lucyne,

I raife, and by a rofier * did me reft:
Upfprang the golden candle matutyne,

With cleir depurit* bemys chryftallyne,
Glading the mirry fowlis in thair neft :

Or Phebus was in purpour kaip * reveft,
Uplprang the lark, the hevenis menftral fyne®,
In May intill a merrow mirthfulleft,

263

Full angelyk the birdis fang thair houris,

Within their courtings * grene, within thair bouris
Apparrelht quhaite and reid with blumys fweit :
Ennamelit was the feild with all cullouris,

The perlit droppis {chuke as in filver fchouris”,
While al in balme did branche and levis fleit
Depairt from Phebus, did Aurora greit,

Hir chryftall teiris I faw hing on the flouris,
Quhilk he for lufe all drank up with his heit.

For mirth of May, with fkippis and with hoppis,
The birdis fang upon the tendir croppis?,

With curious notes, as Venus’ chapell-clarkes :
The rofis reid, now fpreiding of their knoppis?,
Were powderit " bricht with heavenly beryl-droppis,
Throw bemys reid lemyng as ruby fparks;

The {kyis rang with fchoutyng of the larks,

The purpour hevin owrefkalit in filver floppis ¢
Owregilt the treis, branchis, levis and barks.

' Role-tree. like filver fhowers.
* Porified. * Branches.
* Cape. Ere Phebus was dreifed in his * Knobs, Buds, °

ourple robe, b Befprinkled. An heraldic term. See
w Then. Onservariowns on the Fairy Quesx,
* Cuartains. it p. 158, feq. :
¥ The pearled drops fell from the trees « Covered with dtreaks, /igs, of filver,

Vor. IL M m Down
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Down thruch the ryfs  ane revir ran with ftremis

ISISISI5 S 5ESIEISISISISI5S5 51515151

|

i
1l
=
S
)
=
]
i
u
i

15K

1515151515151 51E

So luftely upoun the lykand ° lemis,
That all the lake as lamp did leme of licht,

(l_.nf,\ ml.ku's t all about with twynklyng glemis

The bewis® baithit war in fecound bemis,

Th L'ui.ig_jh thc reflex of Phebus vifage bricht

On every fide the egé raife on hicht*:

The l‘.':nk was grene, the fon was ful of bemis,
The ftreimeirs dl..l as ftarres in froftie nicht.

The cryftall cleir, the fapheir firmament,
The [uh) {kyies of the lud orient,

Keft' beryl l'\“mis on emerault bewis grene,
The rofy garth*, depaynt, and redolent,
With purpour, ‘\fmc, gold, and gowlis' gent
Arrayit was, by dame Flora the quene,

Sa nobilly, that joy was for to fene:

The rocke™, agane the river refplendent,

As low illuminate all the levis {chene".

d T'hrmlrrh the ]J;.'lﬂll:‘:-‘, the trees.  Rice,
ity 15 pro]'e:-’.. a long branch. This
1 is fill ufed in the welkof E ‘ngland.
er, Mirter’s TALE, ¥. 215. P.
2{: Urr, edit. :

And therenpon he had a fair {orplice
As white 23 is the blofome on the rice.

[See fapr. vol.i. p. 428:] So in a Scorch
poem by Alexander Scott, written 1562,
AxTienT Scorrisa Pogwus, Edmb.
1770 P 194

Welcum oure rubent rois [rofe] upon thesice,
So alfo Lydgate, in his poem called Loy-
¥, MSS. Harl. 367.

Hot pefcode own [one] began to ciye,
rype; and cherryés im the RY SE-

: pafled through London firects,
t peafe, ripe frawberries,
a bexgh, or twig.

The water blazed like a lemp, and

threw about it fhadowy gleams of twink=
ling light.

)(IJL‘I'-

Im high-raifed edges, or bank.

 Caf

k L" den.

! Gu es. The heraldic term for red.
I"J.c. r\']{\ alittering with the reflec-
ated as with fir¢
ame.
Chaucer’s Morn-
; TALE, ¥. 1407

l]L, ves. L
q. Compa
ing, in the Exicra
. 12, Urn

ll.e m.ru]*r c, meflengere of f the d
Salewath in her |u|1.'_ lu, morowe
lml ‘r} 1e P 1€ lm& ry

1;h1‘]- at the Lgnt,
5 dr an in .l.rl‘r Vel
The filver dropis hanging in the leves,
' ind Chaucer indul 3irg
abfurd excels in florid de-
The fame cannot be faid of

Our

{mptm 15,
Lydgate.
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Our-author, lulled by the mufic of the birds, and the
murmuring of the water, falls afleep on the flowers, which
he calls Flora's mansill. In a vifion, he fees a thip approach,
whole fails are like the blofom upon the [pray, and whofe mafts
are of gold bright as the far of day’. She glides fwiftly
through a chriftal bay; and lands in the blooming meadows,
among the green rufhes and reeds, an hundred ladies clad in
rich but loofe attire. They are cloathed in green kirtles;
their golden trefles, tied only with glittering threads, flow to
the ground ; and their fnowy bofoms are unveiled.

Als frefche as flours that in the May upfpreids

In kirtills grene, withoutin kell * or bands

Their bricht hair hung glittering on the ftrand

In trefis cleir, wypit? with golden threidis;

With pawpys® whyt, and middills fmall as wands*,

In this brilliant affembly, the poet fees NaTure, dame
Venus gquene, the frefche AuroRA, May, lady Flora fchene,
Juno, Latona, Proferpine, Diana goddefs of the chafe and
woodis grene, lady Clio, Minerva, Fortune, and Lucina. Thefe
michty quenes are crowned with diadems, glittering like the
morning-ftar. They enter a garden. May, the queen of
mirthful months, is fupported between her fifters April and

® In our old poetry and the romances,
we frequently read of fhips fuperbly deco-
rated. ‘This was taken from real life. Fro-
ety fpl:.ﬂking of the French fleet in 153','.
prepared for the invafion of England under
the reipn of Richard the fecond, fays, that
the fhips were painted with the arms of
the commanders and gilt, with banners,
ns, and fandards, of filk: and thae

ifis were painted from top to bottom,
glittcrmg with go:.l, The |1'.i].‘ of lord
Guy of Tremoyll was fo {umptoouily gar-
nifhed, that the ainting and colowrs colt
200e Freach fl':lr.ﬁs, more than 222 pounds

of Englih corrency at that time, See
Grifion's Curox. p. 364, At his fecond
expedition into France, in 1417, king
Henry the fifth was in a fhip, whole fails
were of purple filke mof richly embroidered
with gold. Speed’s Curon. B.ix. p. 636.
edit. 1611. Many other inftances might
be brought from antient miniatures and
illuminanons.

P Canl.

9 Bound.

r Paps.

" 81, vids

Mm 2 June $
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June: as fthe walksup and down the garden, the birds begin
to fing, and NaTuRrE gives her a gorgeous robe adorned witls
every colour under heaven.

Thair fawe I NaTure prefent till * her a gown
Riche to beholde, and noble of renoune,

Of everie hew that undir the hevin has bene
Depaint and braid ° by gud proportioun “.

The vegetable tribes then do their obeifance to. NATURE,
in thefe polifhed and elegant verfes.

And every blome on branche, and eik on bank,
Opnit, and {pred thair balmy levis dank,

Full law inclyneand to thair queen full cleir,
Whom for their noble nuriffing thay thank *.

Immediately another court, or groupe, appears. Here
Cupid the king prefides:
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— — — abow in hand ay bent,
And dreadfull arrowis groundin fcherp and {quhair.
Thair fawe I Mars the god armipotent
Awefull and ftirng, firong and corpulent.
Thair fawe I crabit ¥ Saturne, auld and hair?,
His look was lyk for to perturb the air.
Thair was Mercurius, wife and eloquent,
Of retorik that fund* the floris fair”.

q
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Thefe are attended with other pagan divinities, Janus, Pria-
pus, Eolus, Bacchus the glader of the table, and Pluto. They |
are all arrayed in green; and finging amorous ditties to the .

JLS L L

t To her. ¥ Crabbed.
= Broad. * Hoar.

bl i & Foand.
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ENGLISH POETRY. 269,

harp and lute, invite the ladies to dance. The poet quits
his ambufh under the trees, and prefling forward to gain a
more perfect view of this tempting fpetacle, is efpied by
Venus, She bids her keen archers arreft the intruder. Her
attendants, a groupe of fair ladies, inftantly drop their green
mantles, and each difcovers a huge bow. They form them-
felves in battle-array, and advance againft the poet.

And firft of all, with bow in hand ay bent,

Came dame Beavry, richt as fcho wald me {chent:
Syne followit all her damofalls in feir,

With many divers awfull inftrument ©:

Into the praifs Fair Havine * with her went ;.
Syne® PorTrRATOR, PLESANGE, and lufty Cuzir,
Than came Ressoun, with Schield of gold fo cleir,
In plait of mail, as Mars armipotent,

Defendit me that noble ' chevellier %,

Beavry 15 affifted by #ender Yourn with her wirgins ying,
GREEN InxocEnNce, MopesTy, and OBepience: but their
refiftance was but feeble againft the golden target of Reasox.
Wonmannoop then leads on PaTience, DiscRETION, STED-
FASTNESS, Beniegne Loox, MyLpe Curir, and Honest
Busingss.

Bot Ressoun bare the Terge with fic conftance;
Thair {charp effay might do me no deirance?,
For all thair praifs and awfull ' ordinance ™.

The attack is renewed by DieniTy, ReEvoww, Ricues, No-
BiLITY, and Hovour. Thefe, after difplaying their Aigh
banner, and fhooting a cloud of arrows, are foon obliged to:

* Formidable weapons. £ ST. xvii.
i Behaviour., b Injury.

* Next. i Weapons.
% Warrior.. k§T. xix.

retreats
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THE HISTORY OF

retreat. Venus, perceiving the rout, orders DisseMBLANCE
to make an attempt to pierce the Golden Shield, Dissem-
BLANCE, or DissimuraTion, chufes for her archers, Pre-
sence, Fair Carrive, and Cursrisming.  Thefe bring back

BeavuTy to the charge, A new and obftinate conflict enfues

Thik was the fchott of grindin arrowis kene,

Bot Ressoun, with the Schield of Gold {o {chene,

Weirly ! defendit quhofoeir affayit :

The awfull fchour he manly did fuftene =,
At length Presence, by whom the poet underftands that
irrefiftible incentive accruing to the paflion of love by fociety,
by being often admitted to the company of the beloved
objedt, throws a magical powder into the eyes of Reason;
who is fuddenly deprived of all his powers, and reels like a
drunken man. Immediately the poet receives a deadly wound,
and is taken p]'i {oner by Beavuty; who now affumes a more
engaging air, as the clear eye of Reason is growing dim by
intoxication. DissimuraTion then tries all her arts on the
poet: Farr Carrine fmiles upon him: Cuerisuing fooths
him with foft fpeeches: New AcquaiNnTance embraces him
awhile, but foon takes her leave, and is never feen afterwards.
At laft Dancer delivers him to the cuftody of Grier.

By this time, * God Eolus his bugle blew.” The leaves
are torn with the blaft: in a moment the pagzant difap-
pears, and nothing remains but the foreft, the birds, the
banks, and the brook ™. In the twinkling of an eye they return
to the fhip; and unfurling the fails, and ftemming the fea
with a rapid courfe, celebrate their triumph with a difcharge
of ordinance. This was now a new topic for poetical de-
ﬂ:rl‘ption. The fmoke rifes to the firmament, and the roar
is re-echoed by the rocks, with a found as if the rain-bow
had been broken.

! Warily. m St. xxii. xS, xXvis

And
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And as I did awak of this fwowning®,

The joyfull Towlis merrily did fing

For mirth of Phebus tendir bemis fchene.
Sweit was the vapours, foft the morrowing,
Hailfum the vaill * depaynt with flours ying,
The air intemperit fober and amene ;

In whit and red was al the erd befene,
Throw Naturis nobill frefch ennameling

In mirthfull May of every moneth quene *.

Our author then breaks out into a laboured encomium ors
Chaucer, Gower, and Lydgate. This I chufe to recite at
large, as it thews the peculiar diftintion antiently paid to
thofe fathers of verfe; and the high ideas which now pre-
vailed, even in Scotland, of the improvements introduced by
their writings into the Britifh poetry, language, and literature*.

O reverend Cuavser, rofe of rhetouris all,
As in our tonge ane flour * imperial

That raife in Britain ever, quha reidis richt®,
Tho beiris of makin * the triumphs royall,
The frefche enamilit termes celeftiall :

This mater couth haif illuminit full bricht ™
Was thou nocht of our Englifh all the licht,
Surmounting every toung terreftriall

As far as Mayis morrow dois midnycht.

O moral Gower, and Lypcare laureat,
Your fuggarit * tonguis, and ” lippis aureat,

® Pream: t Ever rofe, or {prong, in Britain, whofoe
? Vale, reads righr.
5 Sv. vl u Thou beareflt of poets,
* Otherinftances oeenr in the elder Scotch * This fubjeft would have appeared tov
poets.  See fupr. P 125% fome advantage, had not,. &c.
¢ One fower. * Sugared,
¥ Lips,

Bene:
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Bene till our * eris caufe of gret delyte;

Your angelic mouth moft mellifiuate

Our rude language has cleir illumynat,

And has owregilt our {peiche, that imperfyte
Stude, or your geldin pennis fchup to wryt?,
This yle befoir was bair and diffolat®

Of rhetorik, or lufty frefche © indyte °.

515515

This panegyric, and the poem, is clofed with an apology,
couched in elegant metaphors, for his own comparative hu-
mility of ftyle, He addrefles the peem, which he calls a
litill guarr.

S151515151S15 1515151515151

O know quhat thou of rhetoric has {pent;

Of hir lufty rofis redolent

Is nane into thy garland fett on hicht .

O {chame ' thairfor, and draw the out of ficht?
Rude is thy weid*, deftitute, bair, and rent,
Weill aucht thou be affeirit of the licht"!

(=

Dunbar’s Daunce has very great merit in the comic ftyle
of painting. It exhibits a groupe of figures touched with
the capricious but fpirited pencil of Callot. On the eve of
Lent, a general day of confeffion, the poet in a dream fees a
difplay of heaven and hell. Mahomet', or the devil, com-
mands a dance to be l‘rcrﬂ:rnmd IJ}' a feleft party of fiends;
particularly by thofe, who in the other world had never
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* To our ears.

: Ere vour Ll-."‘-
write.

b Bare and def:

en pens were fhaped ‘to

* .“ XXX
¢ Mo frefh and fragrant rofes of rhetoric
@re placed on high in thy garland.
F Be athamed.

hSr, xxxi.

! Mahon. Sometimes written I\[nhﬂUﬂ&

or Mahound. See Mat, Parif. p. z8g. a
ann. 1236. And Du Frefne, Lat. Gloflt
V. Masvm, The chriftians.in the cru-
fades were accuftomed to hear the Saracens
fwear by their prophet Mahomet: which
thence became in Europe another name %oF
the devil,

E Weed. Drels.
mﬂdc
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ENGLISH POETRY. 273

made confeflion to the prieft, and had confequently never
received abfolution. Immediately the Seven prapry Sins
appear; and prefent a mafk, or mummery, with the neweft
gambols juft imported from France®. The firft is Pripg,
who properly takes place of all the reft, as by rhat Sin fell
the angels. He is defcribed in the fafhionable and gallant
drefs of thofe times: in a bonnet and gown, his hair thrown
back, his cap awry, and his gown affectedly flowing to his
feer in large folds.

Let fe, quoth he', now quha beginis ?
With that the fowll Deadly Sinnis
Begouth to leip attanis ™.
And firft of all in dance was Pryp,
With hair wyld bak, bonet on fyde,
Lyk to make vaiftiec wanis ;
And round about him as a quheill®,
Hang all in rumpillis ® to the heill,
His kethat * for the nanis °.
Many proud trumpour * with him trippit,
Throw fkaldan* fyr ay as they fkippit
They girnd with hyddous * granis ~.

Several boly barlots follow, attended by monks, who make
great {port for the devils ™.

k The crig[nal is garﬂ:ﬂun.’.";. In the
Memoir, cited above, concerning the pro-
grefs of the princefs Margaret into Seot-
land, we have the followin p:\ﬁ'_'t e, ¥ The
< lord of Nor thumhe-r!.-mf m:.dc%:ﬁs dewoir,
¢ at the d:‘parl}'ngt:, ofl{am.fm.r’r:aﬂd -"r_,ﬂp_r,
“ [leaps,] as did likewife the lord Scrap
*¢ the father, and many others that retorned
* agayne, in takpng ther congie,” p. 281
[Sﬂ: l\'o!t‘s, l-upr.)i.):?zsj_] o P

I Mahomet.

™ Began to dance at once.

2 Wheel.

* Rumples.

Vol. IL

P Cafaque, Caffock.

9 Nonce. Defignedly.

" Deceiver. See Spenfer's Siz Trou-
parT. Or perhaps an empty fellow, s
rattle.  Or Trompour may be trumgeter,
as in Chauvcer’s Kxicut’s TALE, v. 2673.
See Chaucer’s CawTerpuiy TaLss,
with the NoTes of the very judicions and
ingenious editor. Lond, 1775. vol.iv.
peagn

* Scalding.

t They grinned hideoully.

¥ 8.0,

w &7, il

N n Heilie
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Heilie Harlottis in hawtain wyis %,
Come in with mony findrie gyis”?,
But yet luche nevir * Mahoun:
Quhill prieftis cum with bair {chevin * nekks,
That all the feynds lewche ’, and maid gekks*,
Black-belly, and Basefy-brown.

Black-belly and Bawfy-brown are the names of popular
{pirits in Scotland. The latter is perhaps our Rosin Goop-
rerrow, known in Scotland by the name of Brownik. f

ANGER is drawn with great force, and his accompaniments
are boldly feigned. His hand is always upon his knife, and
he 1s followed, in pairs, by boafters, threateners, and quar-
relfome perfons, all armed for battle, and perpetually wound-
ing one another *.

S5 L5 [ i i L A L LS L L e U IS L L [ I i i LSy
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Than Yre come in with fturt® and ftryfe;
His hand was ay upon his knyfe,
He brandeift lyk a beir:

Boftaris, braggarifts, and barganeris, |

. Efter hym paffit in pairis,
| All bedin in feir of weir”: .
In jakkis, firyppis, and bonnettis of f{teil?, '
Thair leggis wer cheyned to the heill b
Frawart was thair affeir'; |

RB. iii. edit, ut infr.

Oppreflioun did fa Jond his bougill blaw,

That-none darit ride bat into ferofas
That is, without Fei i

EIn fhort jackets, plau I

bonnets of feel, Short coats of mail an
helmets.

h J.';i[]lL'J'_ hained rr)izcri!s'r_ Or, theip ]c'gi
armed with iron, perhaps iron ‘net-work, i
v down to the heel. i
te-of Scotla | "Their bufinefs was untoward, - Qr elfe,
the fifth., Cx their look freward, ferce. Far 18
Paryneo,  Sterat. feature,
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ENGLISH POETRY. 2
Sum upon uder with brands beft ,
Sum jagit utheris to the heft'

With knyvis that fcheirp coud fcheir™

~3
L]

Exvy is equal to the reft. Under this Sin our author
takes occafion to lament, with an honeit J'.!'I!‘.l]""Il'ltIOn that
the courts of princes fhould ftill give admittance and encou-
ragement to the whifperers of idle and injurious reports ",

Next in the dance followit Invy,
Fild full of feid * and fellony,
Hid malyce and difpyte;

For pryvie haterit * that tratour trymlit %,
Him followit mony freik diffymlit *,
With feynit wordis quhyte.

And flattereris into mens facis,

And back-byttaris * of fundry racis,
To ley ' that had delyte.

With rownaris * of fals lefingis * :

Allace! that courtis of noble kingis
Of tham can nevir be quyte *!

Avarice is ufhered in by a troop of extortioners, and
other mifcreants, patromifed by the magician Warloch, or
the demon of the covetous; who vomit on each other tor-
rents of melted gold, blazing like wild-fire: and as they are
emptied at every difcharge, thc devils replenifh their throats
with frefh fupplies of the fame liquefied metal’,

k Some ftruck others, their companions, r Diffembling pallant.
with fwords. * Backbiters.
Wounded others to the quick. To the t Lye.
ikl “ Rounders, whifperers. To rewwd in
i Cut fharp: the ear, or fimply to roundy, was to whifper
n ST, in the ear.
® Enmity. » Falfities.
P Hatred, % Free.
! T'rembled. Y 8T, vi.

Nn 2 SroTH
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276 THE HISTORY OF

SroTh does not join the dance till he is called twice: and
his companions are fo flow of motion, that they cannot keep
up with the reft, unlefs they are roufed from their lethargy
by being fometimes warmed with a glimpfe of hell-fire”.

Syne SWIRNES, at the feccound bidding,
Come lyk a fow out of a midding’,
Full flepy was his grunyie".
Mony fweir bumbard belly-huddroun °,
Mony flute daw and flepy duddroun *,
Him fervit ay with founyie *.
He drew tham forth intill a chenyie ,
And Belliall, with a brydill reynie®,
Evir lafcht on the lunyie".
In daunce thay wer fo flow of feit
Thay gaif tham in the fyre a heit
And maid tham quicker of conyie'.

LusT enters, neighing like a horfe®, and is led by Ipze-
NEss. When his aflociates mingle in the dance, their vifages
burn red like the turkis-ftone'. The remainder of the
ftanza, although highly characteriftical, is too obfcene to be
tranferibed. But this gave no offence. 'Their manners were
too indelicate to be fhocked at any indecency. 1 do not
mean that thefe manners had loft their delicacy, but that
they had not yet. acquired the fenfibility arifing from civili-
fation. In one of the Scotch interludes of this age, written
by a fafthionable court-poet, among other ridiculous ob-
{cenities, the trying on of a Spanifh padlock in public makes
a part of theatrical reprefentation.

£ A bridle-rein, ‘Thong of leather,

= 87, vil.

* Danghill, b Lafhed them on the loins.

b Snout.  Vilage, i Apprebenhon. 2

< Lazy, drunken {loven. k o Berand like a bagit Horfe.” The

¢ Slothful, idle, fpeétre. French faguette need not be exglained.
e Artended on him with care. 1§,
I Into a chain.

GLuTTORY
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GruTToNY brings up the rear; whofe infatiable rout are
inceffantly calling out for meat and drink, and although
they are drenched by the devils with draughts of melted
lead, they ftill afk for more.

Than the fowll moniter GrLuTToNT,.
Of wame ® unfafiable and gredy,
To daunce fyn did him drefs :
Him followit mony fowll drunckhart,
With can and collop, cop * and quart,
In furfett and excefs.
Full many a waiitlefs wally-drag e
With waimis ® unweildable did furth wag,
In creifche® that did increfs:
Drink, ay thay cryit with mony a gaip’,
The feynds gave them hait leid to lap *
Thair lovery * was na lefs ®.

At this infernal dance no minftrels plaid. No GLEemAN,
or minftrel, ever went to hell; except one who committed

murder, and was admitted to an inheritance in hell by brief

of rickt, that is, per breve de reéfo™. This circumftance feems
an allufion to {ome real fact.

The concluding ftanza is entirely a {atire on the iﬁgh—
landers. Dunbar, as I have already obferved,. was born in
Lothian, a county of the Saxons. The mutual antipathy
between the Scottifh Saxons and the Highlanders was excef-
five, and 3s not yet quite eradicated. Mahoun, or Mahomet,
ha{'ing a defire to. fee a highland pageant, a fiend is com-
miflioned to fetch Macfadyan ; an unmeaning name, chofen
for its harfhnefs. As foon as the infernal meflenger begins

® Womb. Belly. *Gape. :

® Cup. + Hot lead to drink, to lap.
° Out-caft, t Defire.  Appetite.

? Wombs, Bellies. " ST X,

1 Fat, v BT, X,
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to publifh his fummons, he gathers about him a P'Omgmus
crowd of Erfche men; who foon took up great room in hell,
Thefe loquacious #ermagants began to chatter like rooks and
ravens, in their own barbarous language : and the devil is fa
ftunned with their horrid yell, that he throws them down to
his decpeft abyfs, and fmothers them with fmoke.
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Than cryd Mahoun for a heleand padyane,
Syn ran a feynd to fetch Makfadayne |

Far northwart in a nuke *:

Be he the correnoth had done {chout?,
Erfche men fo gadderit him about,

I hell grit rume thay tuke:
Thae turmagantis * with tag and tatter ,
Full loud in Erfche begout to clatter,

And rowp” Iyk revin and ruke.
The devil fa devit® wes with thair yell
That in the deepeft pot of hell

He {morit them with fmoke °,

I have been prolix in my citations and explanations of
this poem, becaufe I am of "opinion, that the imagination of

mean the
ant. The
Hodes to a
in the

* Nook. 2 Perhaps the poet does not
¥ As foon as he had made the cry of dif-  common idea annexed to fermag
trefs, what the French call & laide. Some  context feems to fhew, that he
fuppofe, that the corrensrd, or corymach, is {pecies of wild-fowl, well know
a highland tune. In Max-crecor’s highlands, and called in the Scotch ftatute-

iy TestamenTt, [MS. infr. citat.] the an-  book 7 Thus he -c the
- thor fpeaks of being out-lawed by the highlanders o a k of Ty
= CORRINOCH, ¥. §1. birds: For many 1Huflrations ﬂ*’[luspftl‘"ui
7 1 L : = am obliged to the learned and thwnmlut

J :]";:r:]nul] coRRINOCH then 1'.1_(! me exile, TR R TR }m ns, latel .,-gub. |
Throw Lorne, Argyle, Monteith, and Brai-  fifhed from Lord Hyndford's manufcript:

o
dalbane, &c. and to whom I recommend =2 tafk, for
which he is well qualified, The Hiftory of

That 18, The Hye and Cry. 1 ume,
I , ¥ ¢ and r PTCle‘T[(_ b(ou."l Do

what this writer, in another place, calls the

Kinc’s-gory, is the fame thing, v. 38z,

Quhen I have beine aft at the Kineis
HORKE,

1SS«

Dunbar

[SH5E
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Dunbar is not lefs fuited to fatirical than to {fublime allegory :
and that he is the firft poet who has appeared with any de-
gree of {pirit in this way of writing fince Pierce’ Plowman.
His TuistLe AND Rose, and GoLpeN TERGE, are generally
and juftly mentioned as his capital works: but the natural
complexion of his genius is of the moral and didatic caft.
The meafure of this poem is partly that of Sir Troras in
Chaucer : and hence we may gather by the way, that Sir
Troras was antiently viewed in the light of a ludicrous
compofition. It is certain that the pageants and interludes
of Dunbar’s age muft have quickened his invention to form
thofe grotefque groupes. The exhibition of Morarrtiss
was now in high vogue among the Scotch. A Morality was
played at the marriage of James the fourth and the princefs
Margaret Y, Mummeries, ‘which they call GysarTts, com-
pofed of moral perfonifications, are ftill known in Scotland :
and even till the beginning of this century, efpecially among
the feftivities of Chriftmas, itinerant mafkers were admitted.
into the houfes of the Scotch nobility.

4 Memo1r, ut fupr. p. 00,

SECT.




	Seite 257
	Seite 258
	Seite 259
	Seite 260
	Seite 261
	Seite 262
	Seite 263
	Seite 264
	Seite 265
	Seite 266
	Seite 267
	Seite 268
	Seite 269
	Seite 270
	Seite 271
	Seite 272
	Seite 273
	Seite 274
	Seite 275
	Seite 276
	Seite 277
	Seite 278
	Seite 279

